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A  GODCHILD  OF  WASHING i ON 

On  the  parish  register  of  the  Reformed  Diitcli  Church  in  Albany,  N.  V.,  may 
lie  seen  the  following  record  of  baptism  on  March  41)1,  17S1,  by  the  Reverend 
Eilardiis  Westerlo  : 
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I'liili|i  Scliiiyler, 
Caliiarinc  \'aii  Kcn5>uiaer. 


KiNDERF.N  (Children). 
Catliarinc  \'aii  Reii-'iclaer. 


Givii  KiKN  (Witnesses), 
(jio.  \Vasliin^l(.n, 
J.iiiic;.  \'an  K(ii,selaer, 
Mrs.  Wa^liiMjilon, 
Margarita  Scliuylcr. 
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A  GODCHILD  or  AVASIIIMTOI 


CIIAI'THR  I 

Tmc  Pirn  II   lAMii.s'  HI'  sciirvi.KK 

l'iKi(iii   1(150   17,5,5 

A  CKAM)  wave  of  patriot  ism  lias  suipt  over  the  coiiiiuy  in  the  i)asl  two  (!«> 
adfs,  an.!  ,So(  loiu-s  havu  inrn  toiniL-d  to  honor  those  wiiosc  sacrUices  of  life  and 
forlime  laid  the  foiindati,,ii  of  iis  prosperity  and  greatness.      'I'here  are  a  few  old 

landmarks   left   of  the  Colonial  jienod,  when   nalions  and  ,„mm ties  were  as 

distant  from  each  other  as  they  were  at  the  i)e,^inninK  of  tlie  ( 'hristian  lua. 
Withm  the  hroa,!  territory  of  New  Vork  Stale  are  mem.irahle  sjiots  rich  in  his- 
loiie  inleiest. 

Chaiuvllor  Kent  in  ids  bio,L;iaphieaI  sketch  of  his  elose  personal  frieiul,  iMajor- 
r.eneral  I'hilip  Sehuyler,  wriles  :  ••The  Dut.h  lamiiy  i>f  Srhnyler  stands  eon 
spi.  uotis  in  urn-  e,,lonial  annals.  C.lonel  I'eler  Sehnyler  was  mayor  of  Albany 
■in.l  ...nnnanderof  the  Norlhern  nnlitia  in  Khjo.  1  le  was  distiiiKnished  for  his 
I'lol.ilv  and  activity  in  all  the  varions  dnties  of  ,  ivi(  ami  military  life.  No  man 
understo,,,!  iH^iirr  the  relation  of  the  Colony  wilh  the  five  N.ilions  ,,f  In.li.ins, 
"1-   li-i.l   more  de.i.led  inlluence  with  the  eonte.leraey.      He  had  lre(|uenlly  .has- 

lisf.l   the  Cmadian  Kreneh  for  their  destrnelive  inenrsions  upon  the  fr ier  s,'t- 

tlemeiits  ;  his  zeal  an, I  enei-y  were  reuar.led  iiy  a  .seat  in  the  l'r,,viiiei:il  (  ■,„nKil  ; 
and  the  Mouse  of  Assemhly  j^.ive  their  lesliinony  to  the  liritish  ( 'oin t  of  his  (aith- 
liil  servie.'s  an,!  ,no,,d  repnt.ilion.  I(  was  this  s.nne  vigilant  ,,lfi,  er  who  ,i;ave  in- 
lelhgenee  to  the  iiihahii.uiis  .,f  Deeiiu-I,!,  ,,n  the  C,,mie,  nVnt  river,  ,,f' the  .le- 
sions of  ihe  fieiH-h  and  liuli.ins  upon  them,  n.it  l,,,,^  hetore  the  destruelion  of 
";■"  '■'"''■'^''  '"  'T'M-  III  i7--'i.  as  President  of  the  Conneil.  he  heeame  aelin.ir 
Governor  ,,f  the  Col, my  t,,r  a  sh,,rt  time  previ,,ns  I,,  the  .„ cession  ,if  (;,,vern,,'r 
"'""'■'•  '"  '7I.^'  1''^  ^"".  fohm.'!  I'hilipSehuvler,  was  an  active  and  eflinent 
"H-mlur  ,.t  AssemMv  for  the  ,  ity  and  comity  of  Alliany."  (Conlinned  in  <  hap- 
''■I--  -'.  .^  4.  5'  7.   '.-J.  ami   17) 

I'hat   exieedingly  ,ii;ree,,hle  !),„,k  '■The  .\merican  l,a,Iy"  |,v  Mrs.  Crani'  of 

'"Ml..  i;..,nl  vvn.  ll„.  .I,,„,;|,|,.,  „f  I,,,,,.-..,.  ,\lc\  ieKur,  .in,l  was  l„,ni  in  .75^.  lie,  t,,ll„., 
'■'""■  ';■  'III'  •■•au.ny  ,„  ,737.  .-  ,,„  „ir,n.r  i„  ll,..  Ilfiy  llM  ,e,;i„„.„l  „f  ,1,..  ll„n,,|,  ,,,„,.  ,„ 
IlK.   l.,|lo„,„,,  >.,..,,.  .^-s,  M,,.  M,\'„Ur  .,,.1   1,,.,    ,l.„u:l,„.,.  ,,!.„,  .„,,v...|   ,„  \,.w  V,,,!:;  .,,.1 
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[.ag-.in,  SidtlaiKl,  is  in  inith  ihu  lust  si;ctc:li  thus  Uir  written  descriptive  of  the 
society  of  New  \'oik  slate,  and  ils  local  hi'-t<iiy  lor  the  stirring  period  between 
the  French  and  Indian  and  tlie  Revohitionarv  Wars. 


"Till',   I'LATTS" 

77/^  RrsiJniK-  of  "  The  .hihriiiii;  Lady" 

("  Aunt  Scluiyler  "  ) 

"  On  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  iietween  the  citit's  of  Albany  ami  Troy, 
wliicli  are  now  almost  united  into  one,  stands  an  old  house,  still  doing  duty  as  a 
substantial  and  pretty  farm  villa,  yet  whicli  has  passed  liirougli  mu(  h  history. 
It  is  the  j':cient  country  seat  of  tlie  Schuylers  of  Albau)  .  In  1650,  after  tlie 
rougher  Work  of  founding  Rensselaerw)ck,  as  .Mbany  w.is  called,  under  D.itch 
rule,  had  been  perlornied  by  the  e.nlier  colonists,  there  came  out  to  the  jjlace  a 
voung  man  of  .Vmslerdani,  eilucated,  armsdiearing,  lUible  by  birth,  in  the  con- 
tinental sense,  and  a  friend  of  \'an  Rensselaer  the  I'atron  Lord  of  the  seignory. 
In  1672,  he  purchased  the  land  which,  with  some  additions  fromthe  Indians  and 
others,  made  up  the  estate,  called  'Tlie  Flatts,'  a  possessiim  having  about  two 
miles  front  on  the  river,  and  upon  which  he  shortly  built  this  country  house. 
Following  the  original  peace  policy  of  Arent  Van  Corlear,  it  was  the  friendly 
and  f.ir-seeing  policy  of  this  man,  Philip  Tietersen  \'aii  Srhuyler,  eommandaiit 
of  the  militia  of  Albany  and  Schenectady  (under  the  Dutch  he  had  been 
magistrate)  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  inOuence  of  the  Hritish  over  the 
Iroiiuois,  whicii  was  l.iler  to  pl.iy  so  momentous  a  pari  for  the  colonies  against 
FraiK  e,  and,  in   fact,  perhaps  decided  the  event.      In  his  lime  the  house  was 


sponlily  afti:-  ronmvi'd  in  Clavir.irl;,  oiiini-iU'  Alh.uiy.  wIuil'  sliu  lesi.lfd  wliilu  Mr.  McA'uli.Tr 
w.i^  alneiit  on  iiiilitiuy  ^or\i(■u  with  liU  roi;iiiirnt.  .\IUt  uliirli  hi^  I'.uiiily  ui-ix'  lii^t  tr.niis- 
ferroil  In  .\Hi,\ny,  tliciiCL'  siili-cimaitly  wi-ic  ~UiliniKil  :il  (Ku.l;'.. 

"Till.'  'li  ■.  ii|iliuii  of  tliat  roiiiaiilio  jouini'y,  ^i--  t;iviii  in  tin-  .Xiiuric.Tn  l.a.ly.  from  Si'liciKCtady 
to  Oawi'j^o,  in  Hat  liotloiuiil  lmal>,  is  oui-  of  Mrs.  {'.nuil\  iiio^t  iilcasiiifj  rllorl..;  anil  ONcitid 
Kivnt  .nilfiition  wluai  iIk'  volmm'  wa,  liiM  imhli-litil  in  l.on.lou,  in  iSoS.  TIio>l'  yoniliriil  re- 
nionil)r.\noc..  ivMikitil  Iilt  lAlen-ivily  liiown  in  llii-  omnliy,  ami  win-  a>l.lili..n:illy  iiili  ri^liiiK 
to  American-.,  hccau^e  at  lliat  |ifiio,l  it  was  tlie  only  work  wliii  h  .leliiu  ated  n  l.iitlifiil  |iii  tine 
of  the  ni.inners  of  llie  early  settlers  in  the  I'ldvinee  of  New  S'ork.  Indeed,  without  that  nar- 
rative, there  would  be  a  coni|ileto  chasm  in  our  sm  ial  hi~lory  o(  the  timis  anterior  to  llic 
Revolution.  Her  aiice.lolcs  of  the  Cnylers,  Schuylers,  \'an  Reiisselacis,  and  oilier  dis- 
tinK'iiished  I  Hitch  families  of  Albany,  and  its  vicinity,  ^ave  universal  satisraclion. 

•■  In  iSio,  Mrs.  (iianl  rein..ved  from  [..rndon  to  Kdinburi'li,  wlierc,  ilurinf;  thirty  years,  her 
house  was  the  resort  of  the  bes(  society  of  Scotl.uid.  American  citi/elis  always  considered 
Iheinselves  obli.i;e.l  to  jiay  their  respects  to  her;  and  il  was  a  privilep'  to  liave  an  interview 
with  that  lady,  for  she  always  received  lliem  willi  manifest  alliaition  and  regard.  Calm  and 
resijjncd,  she  ceased  to  live  in  l.S;,S,  being  then  eighty  live  years  of  a^e." 

A  new  edition  of  this  valuable  work  has  r.acntly  been  published  by  D.  .\i.plet(in  .V  Co., 
New  \drk. 


iifi^i^BUK^S^ 


FiETER   SCHUYLER,    i.st   MAYOR   OF   ALBANY. 


V  '  ''s--'  'Jl 
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considered,  doubtless,  a  large  and  elegant  one.      To-day  its  proportions  arecuii- 
parativeiy  mcnlest,  especially  since  the  rednctioii  of  one  story. 

"  Sclinyler  married,  soon  after  his  arrival,  Margarita  \'an  Schliclitenluirst, 
the  daughter  of  the  director  of  the  Colonic,  a  man  of  ancient  family,  whcse 
daughter  inherited,  and  passed  down  to  her  descendants,  a  i)ronij)t  spirit  of 
conrage.  In  1690,  when  the  nsurping  (Governor  l.eisler  sent  his  sonin-law, 
Cajjiain  .Milijourne,  to  take  over  the  fort  at  .Mbany,  in  tiie  absence  of  her  son, 
will)  was  its  commander,  slie  drove  the  L'ajitain  out  of  the  fort  and  kejit  control 
iierself  till   the   return   of  the  colonel.     Their  sons  and  daughters,   who  were 


THE  FI.ATTS. 


nmnerous,  intermarried  with  the  chief  families  of  Dutch  seignors,  such  as  the 
Van  Cortlandts,  Livingstons,  Van  Rensselaers,  and  others,  tiie  possessors  of  im- 
mense manors,  es<alilished  by  the  jwlicy  of  the  crown,  on  the  I^nglish  system, 
for,  as  I'arkinan  reni.trks.  New  York  was  'aristocratic  in  both  form  and  spirit.' 
It  was  a  mild  and  inoppressive  regime,  however.  There  was  little  that  was 
harmful  about  its  feudality. 

"  The  house  next  descended  to  Pieter,  Phili|)'s  eldest  son,  following  a  custom 
of  primogeniture,  other  property  being  ajiportionec!  to  the  rest.  In  i68,S, 
Pieler,   at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  obtained  a  royal  charter  for  .Albany,  and  was 
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appointed  its  first  mayor,  an  dffice  eiiuivalent  to  governor,  being  a  crown  ap- 
pointment and  liaving  military  and  administrative  powers  over  a  large  district, 
in  fact  e(|uivalent  to  tlie  lieutenant-governorship  of  the  iipp-r  end  of  the  jirov- 
ince.  lie  was  also  Indian  Commissioner  like  his  father.  The  Irocpiois  then 
formed  a  powerful  confederacy,  stretched  tliroughout  tlie  northern  region  of 
New  Vork,  and  were  in  nearly  constant  war  with  the  French.  In  the  winter  of 
1689,  the  latter  attacked  the  English  colonies  by  three  expeditions  sent  without 
warning,  and  at  midnight  committed  the  massacre  and  sack  of  Sclicnectady,  a 
small  freeholder's  village,  near  Albany.  It  was  then  the  house  of  the  S.  hnylers 
began  its  great  public  history.     The  mayur  gathered  volunteers  and  pursued  the 


VAN    SCLICHTENHORST    ARMS. 

French,  but  it  was  too  late.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  .Schuylers,  expressed 
through  an  embassy  to  Hoston,  consisting  of  the  brother-in-law  and  the  nephew 
of  Mayor  Pieter,  the  Hritish  colonies  combined  for  an  invasion  of  Canada  the 
following  summer,— by  sea,  under  Phipps,  and  by  land,  by  way  of  Albany  and 
Lake  Champlain,  under  C.eneral  Winthrop,  of  .Massachusetts.  The  Schuylers, 
looked  to  as  the  natural  leaders  of  the  people,  actively  arranged  the  local  de- 
tails. Difficulties  prove<l  too  great,  and  the  expedition  fell  through.  Abraham, 
one  of  the  brothers,  had,  however,  in  the  sjiring  penetraleil,  with  eight  lro(|uois, 
into  the  Canadian  settlemeuts.  Another  brother,  Captain  John,  then  aged 
twenty-two  years,  grandfather  of  the  f  leneral,  vohniteered  to  Winthrop  to  lead 
a  band  and  strike  at  least  some  blow  against  the  enemy.  With  twenty-nine 
whites,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  Iroquois  he  penetrated  to  Laprairie,  (i])])o- 
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site  Montreal    burned  ,1,.  en,,..  ....!<  p,-sc.ncrs.  an<l  only  .lid  not  a.ta,  k  the  for, 

because  h,s  Induns  re^.sed  to  n«lu  n,  the  open.  This  iaring  raid  s  t  e  .^^ 
l.es  and  n,vas,on  of  New  France.  The  hou.se  wa.  fortihed  so  that  i  p  .  ;  , 
could  garr,son  one  hundred  n.en,  and  l.ecan,e  more  than  ever  a  pla  •    o  , 

counc   s.      Next  year  (.6,r,   the  warl.ke  mayor  started  with  a    u.  u      u 

pedu.on   of  t.o  hundre,!   an.l  sKUysi.x   n.en.   .letennined    to  stnke  a      1 
llns  was  part,cularly   necessary,    n.asn.uch    as  the  Iro.pu.is  ha.l  o       .^  ^^  ; 
ccmic  to  despise  the  Jiritish    for  their  inactiviiv  ■,<.•„■„.    ,1       r        ,  ^ 

Ml.       II  na».  s,iKl  |.r„„i,.|,.ic  hmisrif.  ■  ilie  sliimi/tsl  aiul   „„.„  ,1,,  , 

iiis .1,1,1,  ,„„  ,„t,,  ,„„„ ,„,„  ,„,. ^,„,„„^ .,,,tf ,, , ,  :V'x ;: ^'': 

"  iTom  that  tune  forw.ud   .,o  man's  innuenre  could  wcifd,  with  ,1,^  i 
agamst  tliat  of  j'ieter  S,-hnvl,.r       \,   ,•  ,  "'""  "^'fe"  "  "'i  the  Irocpiois 

aeanist  the   Krciwl,       -I'l      i-         i    i-  "  uoie  ol   the  (oloniis 

:Lu,.o,;L:;t,,,4!:;,:c:=;,:::;::;i;,:i:::::,r=::;"» 

nearly  on  the    erJe     f  .     \     '  '  ""  '''"'""'^  ^"  'lisl>eartened  and  so 

>  on  the  \erge  of  maknig  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  Frenrl,       ,.,1      .   ,  i 

'""" '""'  '"'■"  '"•«  •'■- » «" -'■• '«..  .i.a.  .„e  e,,;l,:;,™--;:',;:;:;;,' 
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sliopkccpi'is,  governed  by  a  woman — tliat  lie  urged  tlio  colonies  to  send  a  ilfj)!!- 
tu  II  ol  the  chiefs  to  iMif^laiid.  I'lve  went  across  accompanied  by  liimseif 
(the  •  insisted  that  their  '  brother  Quidor '  should  i;o  als^i)  and  th;-  tribes  were 
ciianned  lieyoiid  expci  tation  with  their  report.  The  <  hiets  themselves  created 
a  great  seiisaliun  in  London.  They  were  styled  '  liuli.iii  Kings,'  .imi  refer- 
ences to  them  are  found  m  the  S/<e,ttiti>r. 

"Schuyler  became  while  there  a  tavorite  with  (^iieen  Anne.  She  urgently 
desired  to  knight  him,  and  presented  him  with  his  portrait  (life  si/.e),  and  with 
jjlate  and  di.nuonds  for  his  wile,  which  remain  .imong  his  descendants,  liauded 
dinvn  by  primiigeniture  the  portrait  still  exists  upon  the  estate,  and  forms  one  ol 
the  heirlooms  of  the  family.  His  reasons  for  refusing  knighthood  were  (|uaint. 
At  liist  he  said  he  had  brothers  not  so  well  off  as  himself  who  might  feel 
humbled  ;  afterward,  he  addeil  that  he  feared  it  niiglit  make  some  of  his  ladies 
vain.  In  1711,  he  organized  another  invasion  of  C,'ana<la  with  t'aptiiii  \eicli, 
("lovernor  of  .Annapolis,  an  able  officer,  who  had  married  his  niece,  '  a  Living- 
ston of  the  Manor  ;  '  and  with  (ieueral  Nicholson,  who  had  been  (lovernor  of 
the  I'rovince,  and  also  was  Vetch's  uncle.  They  were  to  cooi)erale  by  laiul 
from  Albany  with  the  lleet  of  .Sir  1  lovenden  Walker  which  jirix  ceded  up  the 
gulf,  ag.iinst  CJuebec.  As  the  lleet  was  deslroyc<'  by  storm,  the  army  disbanded. 
It  is  generally  overlooked  that  Vetch's  ideas,  and  the  entire  invasion, — came 
from  the  Schnylers.  I'ieter  was  twice  Lieutenant-tiovernor  of  the  I'rovince. 
He  died  in  1724.  Kingsford,  the  Canadian  historian  says  of  him  and  his 
brother  John  th.it  'except  the  Schnylers,  and  perhaps  Vetch,'  the  Jiritish  col- 
onies produced  no  statesmen  above  mediocrity.  I'ieter  and  John  were  in  fact, 
the  two  greatest  and  broadest  minded  men  of  the  colonial  period. 

"  For  the  same  reasons  Uancroft  styles  I'ieter  'the  Washington  of  his  times. ' 

"  Colonel  John,  the  Cleneral's  grandfather,  lias  been  eclipsed  by  his  brother. 
He  w.is  ecpially  brave  ami  his  gallantry  in  the  first  land  invasion  of  Canada, 
stands  well  beside  I'ieter's.  He,  too,  was  Mayor  of  .Albany.  In  1697,  he  was 
an  envoy  to  Count  Frontenac,  with  the  clergyman  IJellius.  The  letter  they  bore 
from  Karl  liellomont,  the  (lOvernor  of  New  Vork,  stated  that  as  a  mark  of  si)ecial 
esteem  to  the  Count  he  .sent  these  two,  who  were  '  men  of  consideration  and 
merit.'  He  devoted  his  life  to  the  service  of  the  colonies,  warning  New  I'.ug- 
l.uid  of  attacks  like  that  upon  Deertield,  and  making  journeys  to  Canada  to 
rescue  captives.  The  pathetic  story  of  his  attcmpis  to  recover  tlie  (  hild  of 
Eunice  Williams  from  the  C.uiadian  Indians  shetis  great  credit  on  his  kiiuiness 
of  heart. 

"  Still  another  brother,  (.'olonel  .Arenf,  distinguished  himself  as  an  (  fl'icer  on  the 
frontier.  He  then  retired  to  an  estate  obtained  by  him  near  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  became  very  rich  through  a  cojjper  mine  discovered  upon  his  ])roperty  by 
a  negro  slave,  and  founded  the  New  Jer.sey  Schnylers  or  Schu\lcrs  of  Newark. 
His  sons  and  grandsons  were  noted  as  citizens  or  oflicers.  His  granddaughter 
married  an  Karl  of  Cassilis. 

"  To  return  to  Alljany,  the  next  generation  saw  the  manor  house  in  the  p<.s 


■iiiK  Dtrnii  i-AMii.y  or  ,sriiiyi.i:i;  g, 

session  of  (^olond  rinlip.  Jr..  ,l,e  Honorable  Pielcr's  eldest  son.      He  continued 
ti.e  .nlluenee  over  the  Indu.ns  an.l.  as  his  to.nbstone  hus  „,  •  was  a  (ientlen.an 
improved   n,  several  pnl.lic  e.nployn.ents,'   in,t  .11  health  nude  l„n.  .rase  these 
and   suj,yst   to   the  (lovernn.ent  the  appointn.ent  of  a  fnend  and  .ouneetion  .f 
.I.e  lan.dv.  the  aUerwanl   celebrated  So-  VVdhan.  Joh.,Son.  as  Superintendent  .  f 
iM'iian  alfa.rs.      1  he   Lolonel's  wife,  who  was  also  a  Schuyler.  beniK  a  ,la„..|„.  r 
ot    John,   cont.nuci    their  reputation   for  extraor.iinary   energy.      She   ,s  well 
known    ,n    <ol„nial     history     by    the   co«„o,nen    of    •  The    An.enean    l.a.h' 
Under  her  re,.n,e  tlie  hou.se  becan.e  yet  n.ore  the  centre  of  military  n.ove.nents 
gan,s    (  ana.la.      1  here  she  constantly   entertaine.i   the  ar.ny  of.,,  ers,  and  ni- 
forn,e,l  then,  on  the  condition  of  the  country  an.l  the  nec..ssi,ies  .,f  f„rcst  w  ,r- 
fare,  how  to   tre.U  the   Indian   allies,  li,h,  .,,.1  nKinh  sn.-.esslully  in  the  woo.ls 

and  .lea    with   .li,t,..,lt,es  of  transportation    in   the  w v.i.nsof  the  north' 

1  he    unfortunate    Lord    Ibnve    •  the    earlier   Wolte  '    beanie    ni   particiil.u-   he," 
avonte  pupil,  an.l  intro.lu.e.l   her  relonns  .,f  .bess.  e.pnpment  an.l  ,a.  tics  in,., 

he  army,  in  pl,„  e  o|  the  ri.licui.nis  costumes  aiul  unsuitable  ,nov..,nen,s  wl 

ad  brought  such  disaster  on  the  army  of  the  hea.lstn.n,,  Hra.l.lock.  It  was  to 
tins  house  that  poor  Howe  was  i>rou,ht  back  .lea.l  f,„u,  .Abereroinbie's  ana.  k 
on  1  i.-on.ieroga,  whi.b  woiil.l  bave  resulle.l  very  .lilTerentlv  ha.l  he  !iv..l  I)e- 
-le  I  „we.  says  Mrs.  Grant  (the  S.:o„ish  authoress.  wh.,se  fa,!;..  ,  •,,„,„, 
Mc\i..^kar,  about  U,is  pen„.l  .„  ciipie.l  a  farm  on  the  e.siate,  Sir  lelTrev  Ainllcs, 
■"■■'•   I-oudonn     (.eneral  Jiradstreet.  Sir  Thomas  (;a,e.  an.l  even-  officer  of  .l,s- 

ct  ,n    hrou,h..ut  North  Amerua,  w..re  intimate  at  the  h„use,-an.l  no  , ,- 

.ant^publi,^  measure  was  taken  withou 

"  Anions  .  The  Ameri.an  Lady's  '  favorite  nepliews  were  iw..  wl,„  .f,.,-wa,d 

k^aine  Kcnerals     .uus  Lhilip  S.Hmyler.  on  the  ■  patriot  '  side  .,f  th..  Revoln,i„n. 

e   oher    l,r,,adier-(.e,u.ral    Cuyler.  on    the  Loyalists  si.le.     The  latter  w.is.  i„ 

eierl'r;,      7m""'   '''"    ''^''"    ""'""•      ^'    "''■''••    ^''^^  S.ephenson,    marrie.l 

ch;:;::fc-;;:;l'''''^''^-''"'^'''-'''^'-'-'^^ 

,     "  'I''"  ."'"''.'  ■''""  "^  "'^  l>""^^  ^"«  l-'rnc<!  in  ,  ;.;,.      \\i,c„  „,,  ,„„,  ,,,„,. 

^.  .cs  o,,   ,    „         ,  ,,,.^,^„,^,^,  ^^.„^  ,^  ,^^,.^^  ^^^  ^^^^^_  ^^   ^^^^^^^  _^_^  ^  .    > 

-sidere     that  his  u,cn  w..re  on  the  Kind's  s..rvi.:e  in  rebmidin«  Mrs.  Schuvler's 

<  '-  .  I.e    present    Ir.nU   seems   „,  be  a  story  lower  than  the  ol.l  one.  whi.  h 

as  .les.:nbed  ..  having  tw..  stones  an.l  an  atti.  ,  beside  a  •  sunk  story  '  or  base- 

"uu.        Ihe  whoe   IS  .,f   bri.k   an.l   hip  r.,ofe.l    in   the  Duich  tnaimer.       Tlie 

-n    door  IS  ,  ividcl  l.aerally  ii„„  ,wo  Iiaives.  in  place  of  verti.allv  as  wirh  K,  g- 

I'sh  .loors.      before  the   tire,  the   bnil.liu,   app.-ars   to  have  been  somewhat  ,n.,re 

-nament.l.  but  .loiibtless  in  her  later  vears  she  care.l  bttle  for  looks 

1  ne  .American  La.ly  remaine.I  -lunng  ,|,e  Revolution  a  stanch  Loyalist       A 

Colon.  Is  ol   then-  regiment,  were  •  u,  at  the  death.'     Another  had  fallen  fighting 
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tlic  I'lencli  bcfoif  St.  Johns,  NewfoimiUaiul.  .\iiiitli(.'r  still,  a  son  iit  Joiui, 
(lied  (k'fendiiig,  single-handed,  ids  furlilieil  lumsc  ;it  Saratoga  against  the  for(  e 
of  Marin  in  174S,  refusing  all  i|iiarlir,  ami  is  si)  led  in  llie  iMfnrli  acconnl  'a 
brave  man,  who,  if  he  had  twenty  more  like  himself,  wonld  not  have  been  seriously 
incommoded.'     lie  well  kept  the  family  motto  '  Semper  I'ldi'lis.' 

"i'he  house  also  frei|uently  s.iw  deneral  I'liilip  Schuyler,  whose  strategy, 
culminating  in  the  haille  of  Saratoga,  dec  ided  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  'I'lie 
miserable  intrigue  of  dates  which  deprived  him  of  (dminand  at  the  mnment  of 
fruition  has  not  succeeded  in  detracting  from  his  glory,  and  I  ).iniel  Webster 
deliberately  adjudicates  him  the  place  iie.xl  to  Washington.     .A  man  of  wealth 
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and  honor,  and  a  Major  in  the  Uritish  army,  he  became  a  '  patriot'  from  con- 
viction, threw  everything  into  the  scale  and  drew  with  him  the  families  of  \'an 
Kensselaer,  Van  dortlandt  and  I.ivingsion,  who,  possessed,  with  his  own,  the 
preponderating  inlluence  in  the  I'rovinc  e  ;  thus  contributing  the  vitally  neces- 
sary adhesion  of  New  York  to  the  cause,  llis  manor  house  of  Saratoga,  to 
gether  with  his  mills  and  other  property,  were  uselessly  l)iirned  by  order  of 
General  Hurgoyne  in  his  advance  from  the  north,  an  ill  deed  which  he  returned 
by  kindly  hospitality  to  the  Uritish  general  when  a  |)risoncr. 

"  The  claim  of  the  Schuylers  in  history  is  a  large  one.     No  family  did  more 
for   the  making  of  America.     None  were  so   imperial  in  their  views  and  plans. 
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lu  iKive  l,een  s.icli  a  factor  i„  l.rcakinK,  first  the  ,Knv.T  ,.f  France  and  then  the 
power  ol  Unlan.  un  this  continent  is  u  record  not  easilv  matched  and  there  is 
none  therelore  which  can  snccessluily  .lispute  with  them  the  right  to  be  called 
■  the  greatest  family  of  the  New  World.' 

•'.So  much  lor  the  old  hoii.se  it.self  an.l  the  .scenes  connected  with  '  F„r 
two  centuries  an.l  a  .[narter  '  The  Flatt.s '  have  been  liande.l  down  from  f.ilur 
I,,  son.  Within  a  tew  miles  around  it  are  scattered  what  may  be  stvle.l  iis  own 
descendants.  Upon  the  estate  in  rear  are  the  larger  mansions  of  the  ddcM 
lines.  .At  the  other  end  of  .Albany  is  the  Kiand  old  house  of  Ceneral  I'hili,, 
Schuyler,  lis  broad  halls  are  fitting  reposit(;ry  of  the  memorable  .scenes  .,f 
lini-oyne's  and  Riedesers  stay,  of  .Alexander  Hamilton's  wcdOiim.  whi.  h  took 
pl.ice  there  to  a  daughter  of  the  General,  and  of  many  other  historical  ira.li- 
tions.  It  appears  as  sound  today  as  when  first  erected.  Not  so  far  away  stood 
until  recently  the  beautiful  manor  house  of  the  Van  Kensselaers,  the  I'atroons 
ol  AHuiiy,  built  in  1765,  a  gem  of  Renaissance  architecture. 

"Another  '  chiM  '  of  the  house  is  the  Ten  Kyck  .Schuyler  mansion,  (sometimes 
called  the  '  OM  1  loyle  House,'  or  '  Liyhlhall  House ')  which  .stands  out  prom- 
inent across  the  river.  The  l.uihling  is  in  a  disinantlc<l  state ;  the  trees  ami 
gar.lens  are  gone  ;  and  the  whole  spot  is  now  used  as  a  railroad  shunting  ground 
I  he  wing  behind  was  occupie.l  by  the  slaves.  It,  though  not  so  ol<l  ^s  the 
chief  historic  relic  of  the  city  of  Troy. 

"Such  is  the  hi.story  of  an  ancient  house  and  a  brave  line.  The  old 
problems  are  solved,  the  old  passions  have  long  since  found  peace,  the  old 
swords  are  rust  ;  but  such  records  do  ns  no  harm,  but  only  goo.l,  to  remember 
—for  IS  It  not  the  silent  homily  of  every  honorable  iWv,\  and  life  to  fellow  men  :' 
Be  thou,  too,  honorable." 

l!y  W.  I),  Sciiivi.Kk  l.KiirniAi.L, 
(A  direct  descendant  of  I'iiilip  I'ieterson  Van  Scliuyler. ) 
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"  I  he  Indians  of   New   Voik  slate  are  divuled  into  two  families;    the  Algon- 
quins,  who   resided   on    the  east  aiul  west  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  south  of 
Albany,  and  the  Iroijuois,  ocmpying  the  country  north,  east  and  west  of  Albany 
1  he    Irocinois   confederation   consisted    of  the   Mohawks.  Oneidas,  Onondagas 
Cayugas,  and   Senecas,  the   most   powerful   (,f  the  live  tribes.      In  1714-15  the 
confederacy   received   an   accession  of  numbers  and  sireimth  bv  the  a.ldition  of 
the    luscaroras,  a  kindred  tribe  of  North  C'ln^lina.  who  had  been  badly  treate.l 
by   the   Colonists,  and   emigrate.l    to   New    Vnvk.     Theiueforth   the  allies  were 
known  as  the  .Si.x  Nations.     For  aid  rendered  to  the  British  Oovernnient  in  its 
wars  with  the  Fren.  h  in  Canada,  five  handsome  medals  and  heavy  chains  were 
presented  to  prominent  chiefs  of  the  confederacy  by  King  George  the  Second, 
through  Lieutenant-Governor  James  de  Lancey.      One  of  these  now  lying  before 
the  writer,  was  given  to  (Taniatarecho,  a  war  chief  of  the  Mohawks.     It  is  ob- 
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INDIAN     MEDAL. 

Riil)i.Tt  Wi'ir's  p:\iiilinijof  the  Son  i  ,i 
I  hid",  wlu)  w.is  celebrated  in  ve;>e  l'\ 
Kit/  Greene  ll.ille.  k." 

("ilNLKAI.    I  AMl^   (IkAN  r    Wll-.S. 


long,  and  about  twice  the  size  of  a  silver 
dollar,  with  a  heavy  chain  attached  to 
it  nearly  three  feet  in  length.  The 
obverse  of  the  medal  bears  a  representa- 
tion of  tiie  King  and  (Jueen  of  Great 
Uritain,  and  a  crown  surrounded  by  the 
legend,  'George  and  C'arobne,  K.  and 
Q.  of  England.'  On  the  reverse  is 
seen  the  names  of  the  five  chiefs, 
Ganiatarecho  being  second  on  the  Ust, 
and  the  date,  1750.  This  interesting 
relic  was  recently  found  among  the 
effects  01  General  Schuyler,  by  his  de- 
scendant, the  late  John  Schuyler,  for 
many  years  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  Geinrjl 
Kly  S.  I'arkfr,  who  died  August  31st, 
1895,  gr.mdson  of  Red  Jacket,  usually 
described  as  the  last  ol  the  Senecas, 
possessed  a  similar  silver  medal,  ])re- 
sented  to  the  great  orator  by  General 
AV.ishiiiLiton.       It     is    represented     in 


('I"he  Si'hii\ier  finii'.v  hul  esercisri! 
gre.it  inlliieiue  over  the  Indi.m  liibo 
of  New  \'iirk  >t.Ue  for  more  than  a 
hr.ndiecl  \ears;  General  Srhiiyler  had 
been  in  coninl.iiid  of  ihe  Noilhcin 
iJep.irtnient  ai\d  wis  well  known  and 
beoved  by  the  Red  men,  and  partii  u 
l.i.ly  by  the  Mdhauks,  After  the  ili'.ill 
of  the  l.ist  chief  of  this  liihe,  who  diei' 
without  heirs,  the  mcil.d  u.is  preseiilci' 
to  the  GeiKT.il  as  a  token  of  then 
esteem,  and  lias  rem.iineil  in  the  posses 
sion  of  the  t'amily  to  llie  present  day. 

■I'liK  Dt 'I'l  11  I  iirK(  11 
"The  Dutch  church,  to  which  refei 
ence  has  been  made,  stood  at  the  jtin 
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tion  of  State  street  aiul  I!ro;,.lu.,v.  cinnuuuling  both  ll.or.n,gl,lares  as  a  sccuntv 
against  In.iu.ns.  Tl-.e  win.l.uvs  were  h,.l,  fn,n,  ,l,e  groniul,  as  it  was  to,,  far 
Iroin  K.rt  Oranpe  to  he  protecic.l  l.y  us  guns,  aiul  hen.e  mnsm.iar.l  a.Minst 
siui.len  atack.  "llie  men  carrie.l  their  arms  lo  service,  and  sat  in  tlu-  oallerv  n, 
order  to  he  ahle  to  tire  from  the  win.Iows  The  more  venerable  were'^ealed'on 
a  raised  piatlnm  a.^ainst  the  waHs.  and  the  women  sa;  out  of  danger's  wiv  in 
ti.e  centre.  Ihe  church  was  replaced  by  a  new  one  in  ,7,,,  and  traduion's  ,vs 
the  new  churrh  was  built  annnul  the  old  ;  and  whde  the  f.rmer  was  ImiKlin,. 
service  was  held  in  the  Litter  and  intern.ple,!  for  01, Iv  two  Sabbaths  The  new 
edilice    was    the   exact    counterpart   of  the  old,  except   in  si/e.  and  ,1s  bein.^  ,,f 


THE  DUTCH  CHURCH. 


Stone.  I  here  was  the  same  arrangement  and  separation  ,i  the  sexes.  Hut  now 
the  congreKaiion  was  a  we.ihhier  one.  and  several  of  the  windows  bore  tainilv 
arms  ,n  colored  ,l,iss.  There  were  the  Srhuvler.  1  )ouw.  \an  Rensselaer,  and 
others.  I...uh  window  had  a  he.uv  wooden  shutter.  tastene.I  with  a  latch  and 
was  never  opened  except  on  Sunday.  The  roof  was  very  steep,  .ind  surm,.i,nted  bv  a 
heilryandwe.ilher.ork."  I  )omiiiie\Vesterlo  w,,s  the  belove.l  preacher  Ilearrued 
">  lliis  countrv  tVoin  Ilollai„l  in  the  latter  part  of  the  vear  ,  7(.o.  and  entered 
'ilH.i.  the  p.,storal  ch.nj;e.  He  be.ame  one  of  the  .nost  eumient  ministers  of  tlie 
Dutch  Ihurrh  in  .America,  and  died  in  .j.^o,  at  the  e.„U  age  of  fifty  thtee 
yt'ars.  „,   the  thirty-first   of  his   ministry,  greatly  beloved  an.l  lamented' by  Ins 
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podple.  Tlie  church  was  dcmolishcil  in  1806,  liiit  the  old  pulpit  still  leinaiiis 
ill  existence,  and  is  a  very  interesting  relic.  It  was  sent  over  from  Holland  in 
1656,  and  was  cuntinued  in  service  of  the  church  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years.  It  is  constructed  of  -  ik,  0(  tagonal  in  form,  ahout  four  feet  high  and 
three  feet  in  diameter.  ".Mthccigh  in  a  disnioi,nted  state,  and  rather  off  at  tlie 
hinges,  it  is  otherwise  in  a  very  good  state  of  preservation."  The  Dominie  used 
the  Inacket  on  the  front  of  this  for  his  hour-ylass. 


Till'.  SCIIfVI.KR   "  ARMS  "  ' 

"The  coat-of-arms  on  the  old  church  window  (iC^Tj)  is  unciuestional.lv  cor- 
rei  I.  What  was  done  ahout  the  window  was  this  :  The  gentry  of  .Albany  were 
apiiealed  to  by  the  people  as  their  traditit)nal  leaders,  to  build  a  church  ;  and 
were  asked  to  have  their  '  arms  '  jnit  on  the  windows  as  ornaments,  tlie  windows 
being  donated  by  each  family.  Then,  onlers  and  information  where  the  proper 
arms  could  lie  learned,  were  sent  Id  a  proper  glass  firm  in  Holland,  accuslonied 
to  the  W(.ik  and  having  a  good  draughtsman  and  heraldisl  employed.  He  was 
referred  to  relatives  also  for  information.  lie  asked  for  a  coi)y  of  some  old 
window  or  other  authentic  representation  of  the  arms  in  Holland.  This  he  de- 
signed properly,  using  his  heraldic  experience  to  keep  it  correct.  I  saw  jiart  of 
one  of  the  arms  myself,  thus  drawn  on  the  glass  of  the  old  Albany  cliurcli,  and 
am  certain  some  course  was  that  followed,  as  the  cusloins  of  old  Freiicii  Canada 
with  which  I  am  familiar,  throw  light  on  the  manners  of  those  days.  I'hilip 
I'ieteisen  Schuyler's  uncle  by  marriage,  the  historian  \'.in  Schlichtenliorst  jiossiblv 
assisted  in  the  matter.  The  bearing  of  coat  ariiK.r  in  Holland  iiroved  at  tha't 
time  that  the  family  were  descended  of  a  gentle  stuck,  or  as  the  coiitineniai  na- 
tions termed  it  were  noble,  of  ancient  laiuled  and  presumablv  of  diivalrous  line- 
age. The  antique  and  niedia-v.il  character  of  their  falcon  emblem  contirms  this 
beyond  a  doubt.  Ileialdry  existed  to  show  exactly  that  class  of  facts.  One 
writer  would  take  the  poetry  out  of  them  and  make  Philip  I'ieteisen  ^■an  Schuy- 
ler a  mere  trader.  Trading,  however,  had  notliing  to  do  with  rank  in  Holland 
-and  even  in  I'jigland  at  that  time.  In  Fiance  they  then  iiietended  to  .haw 
such  a  distinction  and  it  later  crept  into  haiglaiid,  but  Holland  retained  its  <  .ni 
mon  sense,  and  its  ancient  families  traded  to  their  heart's  rontent,  turning  back 
to   lighting   whenever  desired.     The  manor  of  'The  Flails'   preserves  to  this 
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'The  arms  of  llir  Schuyler  family  are:  Kseutcheon  argent,  a  faleoii  sable,  Imodecl  giile>, 
beaked  ami  iiicmbcred  or.  peiehed  ii|)oii  the  sinister  hand  nf  ihe  fale.iner,  issued  from  the  de\ 
ter  side  of  the  shield.  The  arm  i  lotlicd  azure,  surmounted  by  a  helmet  of  steel,  slamiing  ui 
prolile,  openfaeed,  three  bars  or,  lined  gules,  bordered,  (loweri'd  ami  studded  or,  oriia 
mciilea  with  its  lamlnoi|uins  argcnl  lined  sable.  I'rest— out  of  a  wreath,  argent  and  sable,  a 
falcon  of  the  shield. 

The  noble  luieage  ami  opulence  of  Ihe  family,  previous  I  ihe  appearance  in  .\merie;i  of  the 
first  Colonist,  is  attested  liy  ancient  pieces  of  silver  plate  engraved  with  the  family  arms  and 
date,  still  in  the  possession  of  the  descendants  of  I'hilip  Tietcrscn  Van  Schuyler. 
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day  the  traditions  n„t  alone  of  two  centuries  and  ,n,„e  of  New  Wo,!.!  an.i,,„„v 
\m   of  u,H„enu.rial   chivalry  as   well   as  an   unbroken    line.     As  1    i,ave   I.een 
brought  up  among  the  descendants  of  the  Fren.  h-Cana-ban  seigneurs,  I  en,  in- 
ler|,ret  the  Dutch  I'atroon  feeling  and  institutions  and  notice  where  the  .vc  ,.e 
American   fails  to  grasp  the  inner  meaning  or  feeling  of  them.      The  Sch.vl.Ts 
were  a   family   of  seigneurs,  not  of  ordinary  tra.lers;    they  had  in  modest  i.,si,. 
-on  the  feelings  ot  the  Knghsh  s.iuirearchy  an.l  the  French  nobles;   their  le„ler 
ship  mallans  of  stale  and  war  was  taken  as  a  mal.er  of  course  bv  their  ne,..!,- 
1-rs  ;    hghting  and  chivalry   were   bred  in  them,  and  came  ou,  in  their  con.luct 
all   through   the  iMench   wars;   .luring  the   Revolution   these  things  were  for  , he 
hrst  time  questioned  by  the  miserable  elenuMit  among  the  New  Englan.iers.  which 
showed  us  head  in  the  intrigue  of  (l.tes.      In  the  meantime  the  old  J)u.ch  chiv- 
a  ry  had  been  somewhat  ntndified  in  New  N'ork  into  a  branch  of  the  s.niireaichv 
o(  (.reat  Wntain,  and    that  remained  still   fairly  strong  until  say  about   kS 40 
si.eakmg  roughly  ;    feudal  tenures  being  abolishe.l  about  ,847.      All  the  rubbish 
wni.en  about  the  Albany  men   being  all  traders  pure  and  simple,  is  ignorance 
As   nnght   be   expected,  the  Xew    Vork  s,|uirearcl,y   had  a  (Ine  military  reconl' 
bs  earlier   leats  were  tlio.e  ,0  be  expe,  ted  of  chivalry  transplanted  ,0  the  New 
U'    ld_,  such  as  the  spien.bd  raids  of  the  S,:huylers  into  New  France  towanl  the 
end  o    the    ,7,,    cunnry.      -  I  told  them,'  says  i-ieter's  journal  (at  the  opening 
ut  the    irst  batt  e)  '  they  must  light  for  their  King  and  the  honor  „t   th     ProN 
eslant  Religion.'     What  could  be  more  wor.hv  of  Froissarfsdavs  '  - 
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JOHN  i!RAi)siRi;i;r 

A\'    lAc.i.isii   (,i:\ii;ai, 

"  'I'lic  sliii^glL-  lu'twucii  the  i'lciich  .111(1  I'jiglish  fur  suprciiKicy  <hi  the  AiiutI- 
tiiii  I  iiiiliii(.-iil,  ciiTH'il  (111  null  siiciiss  lur  ;i  (ciiiuiy  and  a  li.ill  (  ulniiii.iltd  iii  a 
coiillict  lliat  tor  ilrainalu:  iiualiUfs  i-xullcd  fvt-ii  the  iiioro  inonifiiliius  slrilc  llial 
was  soon  to  follow.  A  vast  prinifval  loitsl,  intfisccH-d  hy  nvtisand  inlcrsptiscd 
with  lakus,  loiincd  iln-  ^l^antl(:  lliciiif.  Sc  ions  ol  the  Fumk  li  and  i'lnj^lish  no- 
bility, llic  refill. ir  iroops  in  llicir  icsph'iidfnt  nnilonii,  the  provim  lals  in  soinlne 
and  motley  f^aih,  and  liic  Indians  usplcndcnt  in  Icallicr.i  and  war  paint,  consti- 
lulcd  lliu  <lrain.ilis  persona'. 

"  .\  pi(  liiies.|ue  li^iirc  who  jil.iyed  an  iinportanl  role  in  this  conllict  was  John 
liiad.^lleel.  I  lis  e.irliesi  ancestor  ol  wiioiii  there  is  any  ie( did  was  the  Keverei.d 
Sinion  llr.idslieel  ol  ih.iiiliiiL,',  I  .iiieolnshiie,  at  one  liiiie  imnislei  ol  .1  eoloiiy  of 
lion  eonh.niiists  in  lloil.ind.  |)yln^  in  16S0,  the  l.ilter  left  three  sciiis,  one  of 
whom,  S.nniiel,  w.is  a  ^r  idnale  of  ('aiiihrid.ue,  and  another,  Simon,  bec.niie  the 
eeleht.ilrd  (h.venior  of  .M.iss.u  husells  and  llie  liiisband  of  thee.iily  .Aiihik.iii 
poel.->s,  Anne  llr.idslieel.  The  third  son,  John,  look  p.irl  in  llie  I'jij^lish  Rtuo- 
hilh.n,  serviiii;  111  Croiiiwell's  army  ;  and,  leceiviii.L;  a  t;raiit  of  lands  111  ( 'oiinly 
Kilkenny,  Irel.ind,  sell  led  I'eic.  Ills  i;r.iiidsoii,  llu-  siiIiJim  1  of  I  Ins  iikiiioii,  u.is 
'""■"  I"  '  71  !■  Ilorhliiif;,  l.iiK  oinshne,  is  usually  t;iveii  as  I  he  pl.ii  e  ol  In-,  ImiiIi. 
In  I  7;,s,  he  w.is  <  oniinissioiied  eiisii^n  and  sent  liy  the  lirilish  w.n  nllii  e  |,,  Ann  r 
le.llojoin  Ihe  regiment  of  Colonel  I'liillips.  The  liisl  eii^.iL;.ineiil  ol  iinpoil.iiMe 
ill  which  he  look  |i.irt  was  the  sie;;c  and  capliire  ol  I  .oiiislniii,'  111  1  7,):^.  Th;it  he 
''•"I  ill  '111'  inlerval  siu.aii  hiinsrlf  worthy  of  imlil.iiy  Inisl  is  iiidi.  il(d  by  Ihe 
'■"  '  'li'il  •"  Ibis  iinpalant  sic^e  he  w.is  j^iveii  ((iminand  ol  reppeicU's  pioviii- 
ci.d  rej^iincnl,  willi  the  r.nik  of  l.ieuleii.int  ( 'oloiiel,  ■  ,iiid  conn  ibiil(  d  1. lively 
to  l!ie  sni(  .ss  of  th.it  e\pi'dilioii  by  his  /e.il,  aclivily.  and  jiid-ininl ,  and  his 
p.irliciil.ir  kiiowlrdL;e  of  the  pl.ue.'  In  the  aiilninn  of  Ihe  s.nne  \e,ir  he  w.is 
made  c.ipl, nil  in  the  re.unl.ir  lirilish  army,  and  in  the  lolluwiii^  \i-.ir  he  bc(  anie 
l.ieiileii.iiil  (ioveriiorof  .Si.  Johns,  Xewfoiindl.ind,  .isinirure  win.  li  he  ul.iined 
till  the  close  of  his  life. 

"  As  the  liii.il  slrn-j^le  wilh  the  ImciicIi  diew  near,  his  milil.irv  iiislii;<  is  se.ni 
to  be  ajj.iin  in  evidence.  In  1  755,  he  served  on  the  sl.ilf  of  ( iencr.d  lli.iddoik 
and  subse.pieiilly  w.is  Adjiilanl  (hneial  ami  Coinmiv-ary  ol  ihe  jhomik  i.il  lories 
under  (leneral  .\bercroinbie.  It  was  not  niilil  175(1,  however,  lli.it  he  w.is 
:ill'"i'l'''l  anolher  opporliiiiily  of  .lisplayiiij;  the  spiril  and  aildress  in  inilil.nv 
alf.iirs  for  which  he  rem.iins  dislin,L;iiislied.  In  that  year  he  nndciln  .k  .md  (.11 
ried  to  a  siKcessfiil  issue  a  dariiii;  exploit  a^aiiisl  the  Indi.ins.  An  laij^lish  (.;.ir 
riS'iii  h.id  been  maim. lined  at  Osw.-o  on  the  soiilhern  shore  ol  I  „ike  (  )iilai  10. 
l''ir  Ihe   purpose  of  keepini;  open  biliire  commiinicilioii  wilh  il  .ind  of  c.irryiiiL; 
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sK.rrs  tlntluT.  Uradstr.vl,  in  ,„mmaM.I  <,t  two  huiHlmi  provincial  troops  aiul 
aboiil  forty  .onipanus  ol  h.,alinci,,  made  Ins  way  to  Oswego,  sdUcriMu  many 
l.ardships  on  tl.c  j.,„rncy,  and  placed  in  the  Ibrl  provisions  and  stores  siill,,  ,ent 
tor  live  lliousand  men  lor  six  monliis.  On  llieir  return  mar.  h,  lirad.lieet  and 
only  seven  of  his  men  had  reached  a  small  island  in  the  Oswe.t;,.  ri\er  when  he 
was  alta.  k.d  l,y  ,,  party  ol  thirty  I'lench  and  Indians.  The  latter  were  r.pnlse.l 
only  lo  renew  the  atla,  k  on  heiiiK  remto,.  e.l.  A.^,„„  the  enemy  were  .  .mipelled 
1'.  th'.-.  Mote  ol  liradstreefs  men  having  in  the  meantime  joine.l  hi.n.  the 
I'rench  and  Indians,  now  mimlHrinM  ^'Ix.nt  seventy,  made  a  third  onset,  I.nl 
alter  a  warm  contest,  were  again  driven  from  the  island,  l',veii  then  liiadslreet's 
men  were  not  allowed  to  j-nxeed  uninolesK-.l,  lor  on  (inilling  the  islan.l  he  lonnd 
himsell  conlronted  hy  abont  four  hnn.lred  ol  the  enemy.  At  the  head  of  two 
l'"ndi.'d  an,l  lilly  ii„ops  he  mar,  he.l  holdly  loruard  to  meet  them,  drove  the 
enemy  Irom  their  skulking  plates  with  considerahle  h,ss  on  their  side,  and  then 
liroceedeil  to  Albany. 

"  In  the  lollowing  year  iiradslrcet  seems  to  have  heen  actively  engaged  hy  his 
dnl.es  as  l)epnty(.)-,art.Tmasler  Ceneral  at  Alhany.  hnt  the  year  175H  was  maikcl 
l.y  much  miluaryaclivityon  Ins  part.  1 1.' took  pari  111  the  l,.rmidal.le  hut  disastrous 
expe.lil,on  against  Tuond-ioga  under  Aheicromhie.  Through  ins  eiierg.ti,  prep- 
aratwms,  the  l.ateaux  for  carrying  the  In.ops  ov.r  Lake  Oeorge  were  leady  hv 
the  time  ihe  necessary  sto.es  arrive.l  (i,,m  Paigland.  In  the  maj.-stic  journey 
.lown  the  Lake  on  July  5th,  he  was  in  ihesime  boat  with  l.oni  Howe,  an.l  he 
accompanied   the  popular  young   iiohleman   when  the  latter,  at  Ihe  <lawn  of  the 

6lh,  pushed  forwanl  lo  the  allack  in  win,  h  !„■  ■,■,  eive.l  the  |.„.,|  | ,.,        Wh,,, 

aller  inrlle.tual  s,.rlies  on  the  two  lollowing  davs,  Ahercromhie  or.lercl  a  nMie-i- 
oil  .julv  ,;lh,  the  troops  M.al  bark  I„  the  laialing  p|;,ce  on  Lake  <;,.,,rue  umI 
woiihl  have  rish.-d  p,llni..ll  into  1.  boals  but  for  li,adslre,-fs  ahitn.-ss  ai„| 
rourage.      Al   a  ,„,m.  il   of  war  luhl   the  next  .lay,  burning  with  iialigiialion  at 

Ihc  thought   „t   the  .lefeal,  he  nrg, e  exe,  utioii  of  his  long  cherishcl  s,h,-me 

ol  capturing  Fort  Krouteiia,-,  an  nnporlai.l  F,,-i„  h  post  al  the  .•asl,M-|i  ,■,,,1  of 
l.:il<'"  Ontario.  This  plan  he  ha,|  propose.l  .luring  the  prece.ling  .Mar,  1,  and 
iK'd  iHvn  warmly  supporle.l  by  I  lowe.      Now  he  reneweil  Ins  app.-als,  off,.,  ing  to 

'■'""''"''   ""■  ''M'^'-liiion   iself,  aiul   llnally  wrung  from  the  <■ ,  ,1  a  ivluctant 

<-on.sent,  (■oininissiou,..l  by  Aher.rombie  to  I.m.I  three  th,,nsau,l  men  against 
I'r.mleiiac,  he  in.irche,!  rapi.lly  to  Albany  ami  th,-n,e  up  the  Mohawk  rivr  to 
the  Oneula  carrying  pla,  e,  where  two  th,,usai„l,  seven  li,in,lre,l  troops  an,l  lorlv 

liulian  warriors  were  a,ld.-,l  t,.  Ins  .•omm.in,'.       Hv  wav  of  \\\ reek.  ()n,u,la 

lake  an,|  the  Osw.-go  ruer,  he  p,ishe,l  forwani  to  Lake  Ontario.  Tli,-re  Ins 
army  einharke.l  ,n  open  boats  ai„l  .ireping  niong  the  southern  ami  e.islern 
shores  lan.ied  within  a  mile  of  the  fort.  This  tapulitv  of  tnovetnent  took  the 
gnrrison  entirely  by  surprise.  Ai,l  from  Montreal  was  sent  for,  but  di,l  not 
arrive  m  time  l!,a,lsir,.,fs  batteries  opcne.l  al  so  slmrl  a  range  that  al.nost 
every  shot  took  efle.l.  The  In.lian  allies  of  the  Freii,  h  lle,l  in  ,l,smay  aiul  „n 
the  evening  of  the  secon.l  day  „f  the  attack,  the  fort  an,l  all  its  ,l,.pen,Ieiu  les 
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were  surrounded.  One  huiidicd  prisoners  and  nine  armed  vessels  were  taken, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  cannon,  mortars,  stores  and  merchandise.  Loailing  his 
boats  with  these  spoils,  Hradstreet  returned  with  his  whole  army  to  Alhany  and 
thence  to  Lake  ("leorge.  • 

"  The  capture  of  I'ort  Frontenac  was  one  of  the  most  important  events  of  the 
war.  The  jjractical  value  of  it  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  stores  taken  there  had 
been  intendeil  for  the  supply  of  Fort  Ducpiesne,  and  thus  the  fall  of  the  latter 
garrison,  which  followed  in  the  autumn,  was  greatly  facilitated.  This  victory 
also  secured  to  the  iMiglish  tlie  dominion  of  Lake  Ontario  and  i)aved  the  way 
for  tlie  p(isses->ion  of  Niagara  and  the  country  beyond.  Moreover  the  moral 
effect  of  this  Inst  distinct  success  for  the  iMiglish  arms  was  considerable,  for  it 
inspired  the  army  with  confidence  in  a  dark  hour  and  carrieil  corresponding  dis- 
couragement to  the  Frciuh. 

"The  victorious  movement  thus  inaugurated  was  continued  the  ne.\t  year  by 
(leneral  .•\mherst's  successful  expedition  against  Ticonderoga  and  frown  I'oini, 
in  which  .'Uso  Itrailslreet  took  part  'as  full  (Quartermaster  (ieneral,  to  whicli 
position  he  had  been  appointed  during  the  preceding  year.' 

"  111  1760,  Amherst  and  his  army  set  out  on  his  successful  expedition  against 
Montreal  by  way  of  Oswego,  Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  J.awrence  river. 
Hradstreet,  still  holding  the  oflice  of  (Juariermaster  Cieiieial,  followed  his  com- 
mander as  far  as  Oswego,  but  being  oven  ome  by  the  return  of  an  illness  that 
had  smitten  the  camp  during  the  i)re\  ious  year,  he  remained  there  in  the  exer- 
i  ise  of  his  official  duties  and  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  returned  to  .Mbany. 
liy  that  time,  the  intercolonial  war  had  ceased  and  the  dominion  of  all  the 
I'rench  possessions  in  North  America  was  surrendered  to  the  iMiglish.  liut  a 
few  embers  of  the  conllagration  still  lived,  and,  tanned  by  the  sagacity  and  zeal 
of  I'outiac,  the  treacherous  chief  of  the  Oitawas,  broke  out  again  in  a  blaze  of 
Indian  ferocity.  Detroit,  one  of  only  three  of  the  frontier  posts  that  did  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  merciless  foe,  was  besieged  for  lll'teen  months.  In  the 
summer  of  1764,  an  army  under  the  command  of  (leneral  Hradstreet  was  sent  to 
its  relief.  I'anbarking  at  Oswego,  this  expedition  jiroceeded  over  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  Niag.ira  river  and  coasted  along  the  south  sliore  of  Lake  l'',rie.  Near 
I'resijue  Isle,  Hradstreet  was  a|)proached  by  some  i  hiefs  of  the  Delawares  and 
Shawanoes.  Witli  them  lie  entered  into  a  ])reliininary  treaty  of  peace,  which 
was  to  be  consummited  later  at  Sandusky.  The  army  then  proceeiled  to  De- 
troit, where  they  were  received  with  tumultuous  joy  by  the  beleaguered  garrison. 
Here  a  council  with  the  Indians  was  held,  which  resulted  in  their  peaceful  sub- 
mission to  the  ICuglish.  Detachments  were  also  sent  forward  to  the  desolated 
posts  of  Michilliniai  kiiiac,  Cireen  Hay  and  Sault  St.  Marie,  and  over  these 
floated  once  more  the  red  cross  of  St.  fleorge.  On  the  return  journey.  Colonel 
Hradstreet  and  his  army  stopped  at  Sandusky  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  the 
jjrisoners  that  the  Delawares  and  Shawanoes  had  promised  to  surrender  there 
aiul  of  fxincluding  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  In  this,  however,  he  was  disap 
pointed,      .\fter  waiting  in  vain  for  the  Indians  l<j  keep  their  engagement  and 
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cleeiniiiK  the  season  too  far  advance.!  to  enforce  ilie  fulfillment  of  their  pledges 
he  once  more  eml)arked  on  Lake  l^rie  and  so  returned  to  Oswego,  wliere  the 
army  disbande<l. 

"Uradstreet  had  been  connnissioned  lieutenant   colonel  by  Hrevet  in  1757 
and   in  the  following  year  colonel  (in  America  only),  but  in  1762,  he  became 
full  colonel  in  the  Jiritish  :,rmy  and  ten  years  later  was  im.moled  to  the  rank  of 
major-general. 

"One  of  the  closest  personal  ties  that  liradstreet  formed  during  his  career  was 
h.s  friendship  for  Oeneral  Philip  Schuyler,  in  spite  of  the  difference  .,f  twenlv- 
two  years  between  their  ages.  When  tlie  latter  was  still  a  young  man,  he  f.-uiul 
employment  under  liiadslieet  in  the  commissary  department,  liesides  acting  hs 
(lepnty  commis.sary,  Sclii  yier  twice  went  to  England  as  l^radstreet's  a<.ent  --the 
hrst  time  before  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  to  negotiate  .some  business  with  the 
Hoanl  of  Trade,  an.l  again  in  .761  to  settle  Hradslreel's  accounts  as  commissary 
with  the  Ikitish  C;overnment.  On  the  Later  o.casion  Ceneral  Schuyler  bv 
power  ol  attorney,  constituted  his  'good  fiieinl,  Colonel  J„hn  liradstreet  '  his 
agent  for  the  management  and  disposition  of  his  property  during  his  ab.sence  or 
H)  the  event  of  his  death. 

"  These  two  friends  were  al.so  companions  in  arms,  I^irlv  in  the  history  of 
their  inen.lship,  Schuyler  a.  companied  liradstreet  on  his  expedition  to  Oswego 
"1  1756,  and  the  bravery  and  singular  magnanimity  tliat  the  former  disol.yol 
toward  a  wounded  enemy  on  that  occasion  may  well  be  supposed  Xu  hue 
cemented  the  attachment  between  them.  Two  years  later  liradstreet  was  again 
a.ssisted  by  Schuyler  in  the  fateful  exploit  against  Ticomleroga.  The  following 
letters  written  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  ,  760,  and  relating  to  his 
private  and  public  affairs  respectively,  indicate  liradst.eet's  confidence  in  his 
young  Irieiid  : 

,. .  1 1,.,\|.  siu  :  "  '  '^'  "■^"'■^■'  .'"'>'  'nil.  1760. 

••  •  As  .-,11  „,y  pnvale  ..ffairs  are  in  my  Icallicr  pn, t,„antcau  trunk,  I  hcc-l.y  con,n,it  i.  to  your 
care  a„,l  proLCon.  ,0  ,l,o  end  ,l,a,  i,  may  be  .lelivncl  .af.  .„  ,„y  wife  an.l  cl,il,lre„.  nol  a, 

Mi     ■'  '"   7 -n  ;'     r"     r'"  "'"  """''•''*="•  ""'   ''^-  >■""'•  '""'  ''^""'-  '"  "'"'1'  vm.  will  ever 
ohlijje  your  faitliful  friend,  ,  ,, 

■••  V..ur  zeal,  punctuality  and  Mrid  honesty  in  His  MajcMy',  service,  under  n,v  direction  for 
severa  yea,,  pas,,  are  sutticien,  proofs  that  I  can't  leave  ,ny  pnl.lic  accn.uits  and  papers  u,  a 
.    te   (a„   ful    hand   than  yours  ,0  he  settled,  should   any  acci.Ient  happen  ,0  n,e  ,1,  tlus  can,- 

.lie  pu  he  of  all  the-  pul.hc  nuuiey  that  I  have  received  since  the  war,  I  now  deliver  .0  you  nil 
j".v  iml.lic  aco.unts  and  uniehers.  and  do  hereby  empower  you  ,0  settle  with  whomsoever  mav 
H-  appointed  u-  that  purpose,  either  in  .America  ,m-  in  I-a^land.  And  for  your  care  and  fuuble 
e  e„,  .,s  .„  „,  n.r  your  faithful  an.l  useful  services  to  the  public,  I  am  persuaded,  on  vour 
r-odtciuK   t.ts   p.aper,  you   will   he   pioperly  rewanlcd,  if  settlcl    „,    .\„„   ica,  l,v   the  ('on,- 

un,U.r-n,     Inct;  ,f  ,n   Kn^land,  hy  the  adn stration.     The  accounts  aic  ch-a  '  and  vottch:^ 

clcai  and  distinct  and  complete  up  to  tliis  time,  except  trillcs. 

"  •  I  am,  sir,  your  faithful,  luimhle  servant, 

"'JiiiiN  Hu.\iisTKi:i;i.' 
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"  i>r;i(lslr('L't  and  Sclitiyler  were  ;ils()  j(jiiiily  iiitticsiiil,  togcllier  willi  Riil^jcr 
HlfcktT  and  (ieiifral  Juliii  Moiiii  Scolt,  iii  llic  putc  liiisc  ol  a  tnu  I  of  twciily-uvo 
tliDiis.uid  aiic'S  ill  llio  Moli.ivvk  \  .dliv.  Il  wms  kimwii  as  Crushy's  Manor,  liav- 
iil({  l)cen  granted  liy  i(j)al  |p.ilcnt  to  William  ('icishy,  (lovcriini  uf  llic  I'mviiut! 
(»r  New  V'(Jik.  Jn  1772,  diMaiill  liaving  Imjcii  made  111  llic  iMymrnl  ut  amais  dl 
<|iiit  rent,  llic  traiil  was  sdld  l)y  llic  Slicnll  to  (Icncr.d  Schuyler,  who  look  litli' 
ill  his  own  iiaiiu',  and  on  bchalldt  the  oilier  ihree  |iiir(:liasers  as  well  as  o|  liiln- 
self.  Siil)sei|neiilly  the  lille  uas  coidirnied  by  tunve)an»;e  from  ihe  Croshy's 
heirs.  The  site  of  the  present  city  of  Utica  is  inc  hided  within  the  hounds  ol 
this  tract,  (leneral  Uradstreet,  however,  iii<l  not  livi'  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  this 
Ijinchasu.  Another  tract  of  land  in  whicii  (ii'neral  liradslreet  was  interested 
ithe  i>enelit  of  which  also  hu  failed  to  enjoy  and  whi(  h  lie(  auie  u  iionc  of  con- 
lention  hetweei)  liis  heirs  and  other  claimants)  was  a  vast  territory  nieasnrii:^ 
between  one  hnndred  and  lilty  thousand  and  two  Iniiidred  a(  res,  near  the  head 
walcrs  of  the  JJelawarc  and  Siisiiiiehanna  rivers,  conve)eil  to  hini  li)  the 
Indians  in  i  768. 

"  Urailsi reel's  family  life  was  not  wiihont  an  unfurtnnale  and  niuxplained 
(loud.  Ills  will's  maiden  name  was  Maiy  Aldridf^e,  aiul  at  the  time  of  th(  ir 
marriage  she  was  the  widow  of  his  cousin.  Sir  Simon  Jiradstreil,  Hart.,  of  Kil- 
inainham,  Ireland,  aiicl  sister  of  ('hristo|iher  Aldridf^e,  who  was  lieutenant  in  a 
company  of  the  .(oih  Riiiis,  Uritish  Army,  and  wiio  sulise(|uciitly  (in  17.).')  he- 
tame  captain,  and  in  1  7O0  a  major.  Her  lather,  whose  name  was  also  (.'hris- 
topher  Aldiidge,  was  capl  liii  of  the  same  company,  in  whii  h  John  Hradslre<l 
was  appointed  ensign  in  1  7  55.  Jl  is  iiileresting  to  note  thai  Ihe  latter  man  ied  the 
sislcr  of  his  superior  lieutenant  and  the  daughter  of  his  ca|)lain.  '1  Wo  d.iughuis 
were  liorn  of  this  marriage, — .Agatha,  who  became  the  wile  of  one  Hiillar,  and 
in  I  776,  of  ( 'harlcs  IC\aiis  (  who  lor  a  lime  boie  ihe  name  ol  I  )ii  llell.imy )  ;  and 
.Manila,  who  never  married.  I'or  several  yeais  towaid  the  close  ol  his  lite, 
lii'.idslreet  was  alien. ilcd  from  his  f.imily.  During  this  p<rii  d  his  frien<lshi]>  hr 
(icneral  and  .Mis.  Scliiijler  jiroved  pai  liciilarlv  \alnable.  'I  heir  spacious  and 
hos|iit.d)le  mansion  at  Albany  w.is  thrown  oi)en  to  him  and  he  be(  ame  a  member 
of  their  household,  (leiiiial  Schuyler  freipienlly  endeavored  to  eHecl  a  ri'ion- 
<  ili.uion  between  liradslicet  and  his  wile  and  iml  entirely  wilhoiil  sin  cess,  lor  in 
September,  177.],  having  been  sinmnoned  to  the  bedside  i  f  his  (lying  Ineiid  in 
.New  York,  he  obt.iined  Ihadslreel's  consent  to  deslioy  a  will  in  wliuh  no  |iro 
vision  tor  his  f.unily  h.id  been  made,  and  to  c.secaite  aiiollier  by  the  terms  of 
which  his  entire  eslate  was  divided  between  his  two  dauglileis.  The  later  will 
was  drawn  by  Willi. im  Siniti),  the  luslorian,  who  was  by  il  a)ipoinled  one  of  the 
executors,  while  (leneral  Sch;iyler  was  naineil  as  the  other.  The  killer's  daugh- 
ter, .Margarita,  who  afterward  niarriecl  Slejihen  \'an  Rensselaer,  the  palroon,  had 
accompanied  her  father  to  New  \'ork  at  Ihe  special  re(piest  of  Ceneral  Hrad 
street,  taking  with  her  a  faithful  cohired  servanl,  in  (jnier  to  nurse  her  aged 
friend  during  his  last  illness,  and  it  was  in  her  arms  that  he  died  on  Sepleniber 
25.  '774- 
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"  Ihe  l..ll,nvinK  letter  writlci.  I.y  vJciifral  S.-hiiylcr  to  Uts.  iiradstiwt.  inimc- 
liialL-ly  ;.(le;-  Ikt  hiisbimd's  (Icalli,  throws  an  intmsling  |i,;|,t  on  the  ,  haraili-r 
wl  tlu;  writer  as  well  as  .<n  the  fannly  relations  ot  his  dc.  eased  Iriend  : 
••  •  III  U(  Maham  : 

••  •  SuHi   a,,-  11,..  vui>sil,„l,.s  „r  1, „,„;,„  lil,-,  iImI  .,  „,i,r,„h,M.  s,|,|,„n  ..rrias  l,nl  wliat  il  is 

acc,Mi.|«nir,l   l,y  s,„nr  r,.,„l,„l.      Surl,   .„,■  Ihr  r,.|le,li „|„,-1,  .us,-  „„  ,1„.  ,1,,,,|,  „r  Crnci  ,1 

Hia.lMr.-H.  for  wl„M    I    „,„  ll„-  ,l,i,;ul,.,l  In.n.l.  I  ,rj,„,-,.  ,|,r  ,.iuii„-.l  l,u,l,an.l  nn.l  |.unil 

No  (hara.l,-,.,  Ma.!.,,,,,  arc-  Ik'c'  In.i.i  l.lnMi.li,  ll„-  ,.,,at,.s|  aihl  almost  ll„.  onlv  .,m-  in  liis 
was  an  unl.e. -iininj;  rfsenlnu'iil  acain,*!  Iijs  (aniily,  lor  supposal  laulls  of  »  hi,  1,  M,.u,- olirn 
tol.l    liini    I    frariMl  l„-   was    loo   niiicll   lli<:  occasion.        TIm,,    however,    on^lil    to    l,c    lon-vcr 

cradicaUvl    from  >(.nr   mri y,  as   lie  .lied   in   j.eilecl  ipcac-  w  iih  all.      I  lauiij.  mI  his  lieai  I  al 

case  on  this  |Miiiil,  lie  seeme.l  more  cheerful  than  li.'  had  l,e,n  lor  a  Inn^,  ii,„e  luloi,,  and  met 
his  fale  wilh  all  the  Lirliliide  l.ecinnili«  his  diaracler  as  a  s.,ldier,  and  u  iih  all  the  i,',i,.nali..u 
inspired  liy  a  consciousness  that  the  Siipieme  lleinj;  disposes  all  loi  ||,c  |,e-,t.' 

"  F,s,  orled   l)y  <:ivil   and  military  oiruers  and  the  471I1  Rej;mieiil,  the  remains 
of  ('.ciieial  Hradslrecl  were  huruil  in  'Irinily  chiirc  h)  ard. 

"  Il  IS  a  mailer  of  r<.i^iel  that  this  spirited  idln  er  died  ihiis  at  Ihe  oiilhreak  of 

the   Revcliilion,  and  that  his  servi<es  in  the  cause  of  the  niolher  ( try  against 

the  feroci.Mis  enemies  of  her  olTsprini,'  could  n,,t  have  availed  in  ihe  lallcr  ,  ,,1,- 
lli<t  a.uaiiist  the  lyianni.al  iiareiit  herself.  II,.  .seems  not  I.,  have  becai  deli,  leiit 
m  the  first  re,|iiisile  of  the  .soMier-^hravery,  hut  more  tlian  thai,  he  |.„sse.sse(l 
many  of  the  (|iialities  that  go  to  make  a  successful  offner,  His  sagacity  ai,,| 
foresight  wer,-  iIImsH.iI,.!  hy  his  rec,,gnilion  of  Ihe  im|,orlaii,  ,■  1,,  ihe  lOnglish  of 
the  rapiur.'  ui  h.rt  ri,,iilena.  .  The  co.ueption  of  ili,'  plan  was  as  ad.niral.le  as 
11.S  e.s,r,ili,.ii  was  spniie.l.  T,,  his  aclivily  aii.l  splemli.l  enleiprise  was  due  the 
success  of  the  exp,,l,li,,i,.  'I'he  exidoil  „n  Ihe  Oswego  river  serves  lo  sh,,w  his 
perseverance  against  su,-.  essivu  olxslacles.  ll,s  .spint  w.is  ,d  the  kiiul  that  rises 
in  |iriipiirli,in  lo  ailverse  ,i,l,ls. 

"  lirail.slreet  p,.s.sesse,l  Ihe  f,,r,  c  of  p,wsonal  iiilhien,e.  After  ihe  ,lel,at  of 
'ric,.n,ler,,g.i  in  175S,  it  was  his  alertness  aiul  self  possession  that  allavcl  ihe 
I>anic  amniig  ihe  han.r  siri,  ken  sohliers  an.!  preveiiteil  a  precipiiale  lligh't  in  ihe 
I'oats.  .\  small  in,  ident  that  o.-ciirred  after  the  fall  ol  Knnilenac  iii.li,  aled  i 
noble  trail  of  chara.  ler.  When  the  fori  was  being  stripped  of  all  lis  coiilenlsby 
the  („n<iuerors,  liiadslieet  allowed  the  Romish  chapl.iin  of  Ihe  garrison  lo  ,arry 
away  with  him  the  s.icre.l  vessels  of  the  ,  liapel.  This  la,  I,  in'cmiie,  lion  with 
Ins  releasing  „n  pan.le  one  lunulred  pris,.ners  then  laken,  liirnishes  evidence  al 
least  ol  m:igii.uiiiiiity  towar,|  a  fallen  foe. 

"'i'liat  portion  of  llra,lstreefs  career  that  rellirls  least  creilit  upon  him  was 
tlie  cxpnliiion  lo  relieve  Delroil.  lie  was  M^verelv  ceiisine.l  bv  the  ...mman.ler. 
Ill  <  hiet,  ( leueral  GaU^s,  for  his  iimliie  conh,l,.|ue  in  [\»-  slipperv  j.roinises  of  the 
Delawairs  and  Shawam.es.  Certain  it  is  that  Ins  judgment  w'as  inferior  to  Ins 
ai  livity.  T„  a  man  ,lelicient  in  this  essential  (pialily  of  a  connnaii.ler,  an, I  at 
llie  same  lime  imprinoiis  ami  self  ,dnli,l,ait  t,)  the  point  of  ignoring  the  counsel 
of   his  associates,  this   mislaku  was  but  naluial.      He  was  als,)  ceiismeil  for  what 
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was  considered  iiniietessarily  harsh  treatment  of  l.s  men.  How  much  ui  the 
I'lulfness  of  manner  and  teniiier  he  displayed  on  this  expedition  might  he  ex- 
plained l)y  physical  ailments,  is  entirely  a  matter  oi  conjecture;  hnt  it  is  note- 
worthy tluit  in  his  exploits  tiiat  preceded  his  illness  of  1760,  before  mentioned, 
ins  detractors  fail  to  lind  the  same  gromids  for  criticism. 

"It  is  possible  that  the  failing  powers  of  his  latter  years  also  furnished  the 
clue  to  the  resentment  toward  his  family,  mentioned  bv  (kiieral  Schuyler 
U  hatever  the  true  explanation,  we  have  the  testimony  of  'the  friend  that  knew 
hiin  best  n.  the  effect  that  this  hard  feeling  was  '  almost  the  only  '  blennsh  on 
his  character.  Mven  if  this  was  not  jiroof  against  the  s(,fienii.g  reflection  of 
separation  fn.in  his  family  f,,rever,  and  resentment  at  last  gave  pl.ue  to  '  pcife.  t 
peace  with  all.'  I,,  the  li.uht  of  this  assurance,  it  is  not  too  nnich  to  hope  that 
posterity  will  show  the  .same  iiululgence  that  General  Schuyler  urged  up,  ,1  the 
widuNv  of  his  .lecea.sed  friend,  and  that  ISradstreet's  failings  will  be  forgotten  in 
gr.iletiil  remembrance  of  the  substantial  gains  that  resulted  from  his  udlmt 
services."  '^     ' 

By  his  great-great-grandson,  Sii^nky  Ricilmonu  Taiwr. 
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(The  two  following  letters  have  never  before  appeared  in  print.) 

"  By  Onler-,  ,,f  Iin  l-Ai-t-lloiicy,  CoiK'ral  .\nilar.-.t. 

"  Whereas  l,is  Maje.sly's  Service  ,n  Cet.cr.nll  and  the  Safety  of  lh,s  I>r,„ ince  in  particular 
<Ie|.cn,l.  ,Much  Lpo„  the  Army  l.einK  in  a  Situation  at  all  tin.es  t„  „p|.o>e  the  e„e,„y,  It  be- 
comes Necessary  that  you  Kece.ve  a„,l  keep  your  proportion  of  ,l,e  WorUiuK  ( ..en  belo„f;i„K 
•the  Crow  tins  \\  ,nter  in  perfect  Heart  and  Coo.I  working  or.ler  for  which  vuu  will  he  pai.l 
t.ay^>h,ll,n«s   ^ork   furrency   pr.    hea.l   and   accordingly   you    will   have   herewith  .sent  you 

'•  And  you  arc  to  take  Notice  that  it  is  Kxce,.lcd  Hy  h,s  Kxcellencv  ( leneral  Andicrst  tl,al  vou 
are   I  untial    ,n   keeping   the   said   O.xen   lilt   for  constant  service  that  m.  l.ispoinlment  to  M.e 
Knig  s  .Service  may  happen  for  so  sure  you  will  Answer  for  it  in  a  Severe  manner. 
"  (,iven  under  my  hand  and  Seal  jx„.  iJRADsTKKliT. 

at  Albany,  4,  Decern.,  1759.  ]>   o    ;\[    ,; 

"To  Mr.  Jaimius  I'i-.kki:," 


.loiix  iiii.ii)STiih:h:r 


36 


..       .  "  AlllANV,   161I1,  1VI>.,   1760. 

"  My  I.OKD:  '    ' 

••  AlthuuKli  I  have  nol  ihc  lienor  lo  l,e  personally  known  to  jour  Lordshi,,,  I  noveillielcss 
flaller  myself  my  lonj;  services  ;,s  ;,„  olliccr  will  in.luee  your  Lordship  to  par.lon  the  liberty  I 
take  of  eneloMUK  a  Deed  of  gift  from  .he  Indians  to  n.e  f.,r  some  Lands  on  the  IVonlier  of 
th.s  IToy.nce  In  .he  late  war  the  Imlians  were  fre.|uently  en.ployed  under  n,y  eo„,n,an.l 
aKamst  ||,s  Majesty's  Lnemies;  i„  conse,|uenee  of  whieh  they  thought  |.roper.  at  the  l,te 
Confess,  at  lort  Sinnwi.N,  .0  ,  n„fer  „n  me  this  mark  of  their  esleen,  an.l  approhalion  of  my 
conduet  toward  then,.  A,  I  u;„  not  a.  I„rl  Slanwix,  I  ,|,ou«ht  it  neeessary  to  take  the  lirst 
opp,.,tun,ty  to  see  then,  and  n.ake  a  ,et„rn  at;,eal,le  In  their  euslo,,,  ;    I  lhe,efo,e  lately  aeeon,. 

panied  the  (iovernor  of  the  IVovinee  to  Sir  Willia,,,  Johnson's  (who  meeS  ihen,  ,l,e.e  „„  husi- 
nessi   for  this  purpose  and  jjave  them  lo  Ihe  lull  as  nnuh  as  if  purehase.l  in  the  usual  n,anner. 

•■\our  Lordship  will  he  pleased  to  ol.erve.  the  In.lians  l,v  this  Deed  made  a  particular 
reserve  of  their  Lands  for  me  before  their  si^ninn  the  late  Trealv,  and  do  pray  His  Majesty 
would  be  Kia.-iously  pleased  ,0  ratify  and  eonlirm  to  me  in  Ihe  same' manner  as  may  be  ol  liiile 
expense  from  a  ,lesi,e  to  make  this  n,a,k  of  iheir  Lriendship  of  some  value  to  me;  an<l  per.nit 
me  to  mention  to  your  Loidship,  that  f,om  its  .liMance.  its  bein^'  a  I  n.mier  and  the  little  pios- 
pect  0  Its  beinK  l.n>perly  se.tle.l  for  some  years  to  eome  i.  would  be  of  little  value  if  allencled 
with  the  usual  expense  of  Lees  of  ,h,s  p.^vince  an,l  ( Juit-rent :  I  the,efo,e  pray  vour  LonM.ip 
to  bouor  me  with  your  counleiianee  a,„l  to  rep,esent  this  affair  to  His  Majesly  a'LMeable  to  ihe 
\M~lus  expressed  by  ilie  Indians  in  the  heed. 

••  1   have  not  seen   the  l.an.Ls,  my  Loid,  nor  .io  1  knn«  the  ,p,anliiv,  but  by  the  description 
the   Indians  give  it  may  be  from  one  Inindre,!  an,l  lifty  to  two  hundred  thousand  acres;  but  it 
appears   they  are   ba,l  judges,  particularly  nol    long   since  in  two  Tracts  they  disposed  of  that 
did  not  lurn  out  on  ,„easu,e,„ent  i„.Me  ihan  half  the  ,|uantily  expecled. 
"  I  have  the  h(Ji,or  to  be  Hid,  gi^al  resjiecl, 

•■Vour  Lordship's  m,„t  obMlient  and  most  humble  seivant. 
.    -i.  1,  ,,  "  J^-    I'KAlisl  KEICT. 

1  UK  Kn;irr  II, )\.  Lakl  ui  Hillsluhuuch,  Vax.,  Lie." 
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"  AM(>S(;  tlie  patriots  of  the  Aiiifiican  Revolution,"  contimifs  Kent,  "who 
assiitccl  the  liyliis  uf  tlu-ir  country  in  council  and  eijuully  vindicated  its  cause 
in  the  licld,  the  name  of  I'liilip  Schuyler  stands  preeminent.  In  acutencss  of 
intellect,  i)rofound  thoUKJit,  indelatigajjle  activity,  cxhaustless  en(if;y,  piue 
patriotism,  and  persevering  and  intrepid  public  efforts,  he  had  no  superior  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  limits  assigned  to  eacli  poriion  of  biography  in  tiie 
present  work,  will  permit  only  a  rapid  sketch  of  his  distinguished  services. 

"General  Schuyler  was  born  at  Albany  the  22d  of  November,  1753.  I'is 
paternal  graiullather,  I'eter  Schuyler,  was  mayor  of  that  city,  and  commander 
of  the  northern  miluia  in  i6yo.  lie  was  also  agent  of  Indian  affairs  and  iire- 
siiling  nicmber  of  the  Provincial  Council.  John  Schuyler,  his  father,  left  five 
children,  and  though  as  heir  at  law,  his  son  Philip  was  entitled  to  the  real  estate, 
he  generously  shared  the  inheritance  with  his  brothers  and  sisters.  The  Sara- 
toga estate  of  which  the  liriti.sh  army,  1777,  made  such  sad  havoc,  he  inherited 
from  his  father's  br,.ther,  Philip,  lit-ing  deprived  of  his  father  while  young,  he 
was  indebted  to  his  mother.  Cornelia  \an  Cortlaiult,  of  Cortlaiuit  Manor,  a 
lady  of  strong  and  cultivateil  mind,  for  his  early  education,  and  for  those  habits 
of  business  and  that  unshaken  probity  which  never  forsook  him.  At  the  age  of 
si.xteen,  he  was  martyr  to  an  hereditary  gout,  which  confined  him  while  at  school 
at  New  Rochelle  to  his  room  for  nearly  a  year.  Put  he  was  still  able  to  jn'ose- 
cute  his  studies,  and  to  :u(juire  in  that  period  the  use  of  the  French  language. 
His  learning  was  of  a  solid  and  practical  character,  llis  tavonie  studies  were 
mathematics,  and  the  other  e.xact  sciences,  and  he  was  enabled  in  after  lite  to 
display  unusual  skill  in  finance,  and  as  a  civil  and  military  engineer,  and  in  all 
the  leading  topics  of  political  economy. 

"  He  entered  the  army  when  the  French  war  broke  out  in  1755,  and  com- 
manded a  company  of  New  Vork  levies,  which  attended  Sir  William  Johnson  to 
Fort  Edward  and  Fake  C.eorge.  He  was  emjiloyed  that  year  in  rendering  Fort 
Edward  a  safe  spot  of  military  stores.  In  1758,  his  talents  and  activity  attracted 
the  attention  of  Lord  Viscount  Howe,  who  comman.led  at  .\lbaiiy  the  fust  divis- 
ion of  the  IJritish  army  of  four  thousand  men,  then  i)rei)aring  for  an  expedition 
to  Canada.  Peing  in  great  difticulty  in  respect  to  supplies  and  to  means  of 
transportation.  Ford  Howe  had  the  discernment  to  select  and  employ  young 
Schuyler  in  the  connnissariat  department.  When  it  was  suggested  to  him  that 
he  was  c(n)fiding  in  too  young  a  man  for  so  important  a  service,  he  declared  that 
he  relied  on  the  practical  knowledge  and  activity  of  Schuyler,   and  was  con- 
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vm.cl  .hat  l,e  w«„l,l  l.o  cu.hlc.l  t„  s.r.n.mnt  all  ol.stad.s.  The  event  ii.stille,! 
>l.e  chuue.  The  ,ln,y  was  d,s,ha,f,..,l  „-„h  that  .s„„n,l  j,Klt;,nent  and  .alcnla,^ 
_n;H  inecsion  il,at  were  so  oflen  and  signally  d,s,,layed  in  his  subse-iuent  career 
I  he  army  under  the  con,n,and  of  Ceneral  Ahermmdue  arrived  at  the  north  end 
of  Lake(,eorge,  early  n,  July,  and  when  Lord  H..^,  ,,,||  ,„  ,„„„„,  „,„,  ,|,^. 
trench  advanced  ,.uard.  Schnyler  was  .lireCed  to  cause  .he  bod v  of  ,l,a,  hnnen.ed 
y.UM.g  nobleman  .o  be  conveve.l  ,o  Albany  and  bune.l  the.e' w„l,  approon  Uc- 
honors.  ileco,„nn,ed  d.eruard  durn,j,  ,he  wa;  :o  be  en,plnu-d  ,n  'he  c„n, 
inissary  (h'partinenl. 

"After  the  i.ea.v  of  ,  ;6,,  C.h.nel   SchuUer   ,  ,or  bv   ,Iku    ,„le   be   was  ,he„ 
nown,.  was  .d  ed  ,n,o  ,he  service  of  the  (  .lony.  ,n  various  cvd  emphnnuaUs 

lie  was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Ceneral  AsscmbI 

to  manage  the  c.)nlroversy  on  .In- 

i>art  of  New  \-,,rl<,  respecting  ilie 

partition  line  belueen  that  colony 

and    .Massachusetts    ll.iy  ;    aud   he   !P*-t:;^,«>, 

was  actively  engaged   in   that  dis-   j'   T^^    ?*. 
cussion    in     1767,   with  associ„tcs       ^  '    "" 

•""I   "li|""i^'ii's  of   tlie    lirst    rank 
and  (  har.ictei"." 

laKiiii'i  \i  1:  1,1    I'ini  ||.  v.,  HI  VI  IK 

It  is  less  than  a  decide  siiu  e  this       J^^^^  '  A  VTr^^^ 
quaint    ohl    dwelling,   hce  repre     ^if^^  IT'ii^y^^^^-s 


'ly  in    I  7(14, 


**'■'"'■''•  "lii'li  St I  on  ihecrncr    ■%    P  '  j 

of  State  and   S,,uth    P,m,1   streets,       \\  •  Hi.  S:' 

was  torn  down   in   the  iii(\,  rable 

march  of  improvement.     A  glance 

at    the  steep   r^of,    uiih    is  g.able 

''"'I    ""     ■''■■111   street.    Mu\   at   the   ii 

geiier.d    arc  liitei  lin.il    fciiincs,   :it   J 

oiae    makes    .Ik^    b<holder  auare   'S 

lliat    it   h.id   oiitli\(  d   m.iiiy  gener-    " 

ations.        The    anli(|u,u  i.iii    cmild   j' 

m.ike  from  its  mnvritien  recoi'ds  a 

vi'hnne  of   i.ne    charms  ;    but   he 

would     have     a     .iresoiue     sea,.  1,        ^"^■^"'''-'^^'•'  f^''"  ™IUP  SCHUYLKR. 

through   nuisty  docmnen.s.        |,   was  eteCc.l    in    .0.7,    bu.    manv  years  ■ h. 

!.;    ",i  '"'TTrr:'  -"""'■  -'"-."-  I.nncipal.horonghfire. 

oil    1,     'li'V      ,  "M-sen.  wid.h.     .luhnSchnyler.grandson'of.he 

"'I   '  "I',),  bud    in  this  house  t,.r  many  years  ami  his  son  I'hilip  ..rew  lo  man 

r:  ■;;::' "--'--"-« ■"...■ <~..j:z:;:z, 
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Ills    .MAKKIA(,K  ' 

Philip  Schuyler  and  Catharine  Van  Rensselaer  were  married  Sepieinl.cr  171I,, 
1755-  'I'he  ccrenmny  was  performed  hy  Dominie 'l'he,„|„rns  Fnelinglnnsen,  of 
the  Dut.  h  k.'funned  Cluirch,  Alhany.  She  was  the  only  daughter  of 'Colonel 
John  Van  Rensselaer  of  the  Claverack,  or  Lower  Manor,  at  Creenl.ush  Her 
P^ilernal  grandfather  was  Hendrick,  grandson  o(  the  lirst  Patroon  of  Kens- 
selaeru  yck. 


••Till;  CRAll.O" 

T/ii-  I  ati  A'nisu'/,!i-r  M,iiio>-  J/oine  at  iin-eiilmsh 

"  It  is  now  an  establislie.l  fa<  t  that  Kiliaen  \ ,m  Rensselaer,  the  llrst  I'atrtK.n 
never  saw  the  vast  don,a.n  that  he  possesse.l.  il.s  son,  Jeremias,  had  marne.i 
Alarm  \  an  C  ortlan.lt,  and  their  s(,n  Kdiaen.  was  the  FuM  l.,,r<lol  ihe  M  ,r,,r  of 
Rensselaerwyek,  or  the  third  Palroon.  lie  was  a  sharp,  shrewd,  tar  seeing,  busi- 
ness man,  an.l  ,,„i..kly  look  the  lead  in  the  allaiis  of  ihe  family,  as  well  as  in 
those  ol  the  colony. 

"  Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer,  the  second  son  ,,f  Inemias,  accrding  t,,  the 
recor.l  111  the  ancient  Ihhle.  in  the  handwiiin.g  ,,t  his  hnaher,  Kiliaen,  was 
horn  in  Rensselaerwyek,  on  the  2jd  of  October,   \UU-,  ( ).  S. 

"lie  was  known  and  reported  to  he  of  an  amiable  <Iispositi(,n,  easy  going 
:'n<l  yielding,  and  1  think  it  has  been  surmised  that  on  this  account  he  did  not 
fare  as  well  as  he  should  have  done  in  the  disposition  of  Ins  father's  estate 
1-ennimoie  (  ooper  used  to  say  he  was  fiimlv  cunvin.-,,!  that  llendruk's  branch 
was  the  cMer;  1ml  s.i^s  the  record  -June  ist,  170.,,  Kil.aen  Van  Rensselaer  ,  on- 
veyed  to  his  y.ainger  brother  llen.lrick,  the  Clavcra.  k  or  i.,,wer  .M. r,  to- 
gether with  one  thousaml  acres  from  the  L'pper  Manor,  in,  liabnu  ( beenbnsi,  I'ron. 
Mr.  Douw's-  (Jonas  Douw's,,  '.■.lUe.l  Jansen's  path  rnnning  b.uk  <,i,e  mile,  lo- 
gether  with  an  isKind  in  the  HiuLson's  river.' 

'■  Hendrick,  like  his  brother,  was  employcl  in  public  affairs  and  held  seven] 
responsible  iM.silions.  Ju  ,705.  he  was  a  member  .,f  the  tenth  a.sembU  wlii.li 
met  at  Fort  Anne. 

"lie  was  <,ne  of  the  i-elitioners  to  rebuild  ,hc  ,,1,|  1 )  it,  h  ,  hnrch,  and  in 
ifHjS,  is  spuken  of  as  carrying  roim.l  the  Rock  Sa,  isle,  or  coMeclion  b.ig. 

'  I'aKlit  ilnl.hi'ii  nf  ilii,  iii;uri.nt;c  rca.lic.l  ni;iliirily; 

Aiij;.  li..i,  hum  July  201I1,  175,,,  ,„.   [,,|,„  l;;,,],,.,.  riuucli. 

Kli«l..th,  horn  Aujjust  .,ili,  1757,  ,„.  Alc.v.in.ler  H;iinill,.M. 

MarH.irila,  l,„ni  S,|,i.  |,,i|,.  ,75,s,  ,„.  Sle,,!,,-,,  Van  KonsMJaer.     fl'alrocm.) 

Julin  li..  h„rnj«ly  12 76,,,  m.  KhA.h.-.l,  V:>n  l-m^s-.U-i,  (,l.u,t;lit,r  ..I  I'.,ln.oM) 

I'hilip  J..  h,„„  ( .,.|.  ,5,1,,  ,7f,s,  „,.  ,,,,  s,i,,il,  Kul         ni.  2.1,  .\h„v  An,,,.  S.,uy,i. 
KensM'laii,  hnin  J.m.  25II1,  177,,  „,.  l.:ii/,,|„.,|,  -1-, ,     .|,,^.^,,^ 
(-■iirneji;,,  ho,„  I  i,r,  2j,l,  i77(,,  ,„.  \Vn.|,i„,,|,„|  \l,,rl.,n, 

ratli.nino   Van   Kcns.Haer.  h-in   Fch.   2,1th.   t7.Si.  ,„,  i,t,  Sanuiel  Haynr,!  Malcln,  (.on  nl 
Ixii.  M.),  111.  21,  l.inic,  Ciicliiaii,  (son  of  Sur  (Icn.  t'.j 


i 
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"  lie  was  alderman  of  the  city,  as  well  as  ccinimissioiur  of  Iiidiaii  affairs. 
He  (liil  iKil  sufler  his  (tiicial  duties  tu  iiiterleie  with  liis  personal  inter- 
ests. He  attended  to  his  imsincss  affairs  with  assiduity  i\\u\  success.  If  he  saw 
an  oiiportniiity  fur  a  safe  spccnlatiiHi  he  did  not  let  it  ])ass  iniiniproved.  The 
Shai^htiicikc'  Indians  hail  a  l,irL;er  tract  of  land  than  iliey  re(|iiired,  and,  being 
shiftless  and  pool-,  they  olTered  a  ]i(irtion  of  it  for  sale.  The  city  of  Alhaiiy 
agreed  to  purch.ise  a  few  hundred  acres,  hut  was  not  i>repared  to  consuniniate 
the  l)arL;ain.  Ilendrick  \"aii  Rensselaer  saw  his  opportunity,  and  l)(juf;ht  a 
tract,  si.\  miles  stpiare,  lying  on  the  Hoosac  ri\er,  for  which  he  pr<icuicd  a 
patent  from  the  governor.     'I'lie  city  saw  its  mistake,  Init  sought  to  remedy  it  by 


thp:  crailo. 

the  purchase  of  Wni  R'Missrlicr's  inlcreit  .md  generously  offered  hiin  uh.il  it 
Cost  him.  The  offer  u.is  diclinrd  with  thanks,  hut  he  would  sill  lur  tuo  hun- 
dred pounds.  Tiie  i  :ly  lathers  were  indignant  .-uid  appealed  to  the  governor. 
The  Controversy  lie<ame  a  stale  affair,  for  Lord  Hell.iniont  reported  it  to  his 
goverunienl  for  in-itrm  lions;  hut  before  his  letter  w.is  dispatched  Ihe  ni.itler  was 
settled.  Sulisei|uenlly  it  was  the  i  ause  of  anolln  r  ihnry  in  the  connnon  couik  il. 
"  Henilrick  \'.m  Rensselaer  and  Rcjhert  I,i\nigslon,  of  the  manor,  at  one 
time  waged  a  hitler  war  of  words,  ,iiid  suits,  as  1^  ■  ihe  division  hue  belueen  their 
properties,  but  it  was  at  Icul^iIi  .irr.inged  to  the  satisf.ictiijii  of  both  parlies. 
After  the  grant  from  his  broihri.  Hen(lri<k  built  Ihe  \'an  Reiissel.ier  mansion  at 
('■reeubiish.  and  (died  the  est.ile  ihe  ( 'rado,  after  the  Win  Reiissel.ier  familv  seat 
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low  is,  so  I  cannot 


m  tlie  fatherland.  '  The  brick  of  whicl)  tlie  liouse  is  built  were  manufacturea 
HI  Holland  and  bronghl  over  as  ballast.  They  bear  the  dale  16^0,  but  :t  is  un- 
known at  what  lime  the  building  was  ,  ompleted.  It  still  stands"  one  of  the  oM- 
est  buildings  in  the  stale.'  During  the  Albany  bicentennial  the  readers  of  the 
A'xus  were  given  a  piciiue  and  a  sketch  of  the  house  as  it  nc 
do  better  than  give  the  wonis  of  the  writer  then  used. 

"\ieueil  from  the  outside,  this  old  house  presents  a  study  for  the  curious. 
Its  style  of  architectine  is  luit  so  very  reniarkable,  though  inidoubtedly  ancient. 
The  main  or  oldest  \yMl  is  twenty  by  sixty  feet,  to  this  has  been  added  a  wing, 
erected  in  1  7.)o,  making  of  tiie  whole  a  large  building.  Ji  is  three  stories  high,' 
with  a  half  story  garret  surmounting  the  wh,)le.  The  windows  of  the  groiiud 
lloor  are  still  very  old,  though  not  the  original  ones,  which  were  probably 
ibauKiiul  sh.i])ed.  The  windows  opening  from  the  topmost  story  ate  dormer 
windows,  small  and  ami, pie.  The  roof  is  jiyramidal  in  shape  with  the  aj.ex  cut 
off.  Over  the  windows  are  cornices  of  brick,  in  the  arch  and  keystone  toini. 
The  old  front  d^or  is  interesting,  the  ohl  do,)r  jambs  and  ju.sts  still  remaining. 
The  north  do,,i-  is  of  the  old-fasiiioned  double  style.  That  is,  it  is  divided  into 
halves  laterally.  On  lliis  door  are  the  original  binges  and  knocker  of  bi.iss, 
handmade  and  of  most  peculiar  sli.ipe.  Tiie  brick  of  the  house  are  worthy  of 
mention.  Thry  v.uy  in  shape  and  ,ue  of  extreme  hardness.  The  color  is  a 
bright  terr.t  coll.i. 

"The  old  pull  holes  are  eif  great  interest.  'I'hese  were  made  of  a  block  of 
saiKistone  about  a  fool  wpiare  each  way.  In  one  side  was  dug  out  a  cuiical 
shaped  hole  cMeiiding  nearly  through  the  centre,  then  IVuin  the  other  side  was 
picrce.l  a  hde  about  the  shape  of  a  m.«lern  kev  hole.  The  whole  thing  w.is 
then  set  into  the  wall  of  the  buiMing,  the  keyhole  shaped  .ipertiire  on  the  out- 
side. There  are  yet  two  of  tliem  seen  in  the  front  wall  of  the  house.  There 
were  nine  all  t.-ld,  beside  one  recently  found  in  the  (  ellar  wall.  The  one  seen 
siious  tlie  m.uls  jliinly,  of  the  gl.inciug  bullets  tired  against  it.  This  is  said  to 
be  I'le  only  house  in  the  United  Sl.iies  thai  slill  retains  these  port  holes. 

"  W  uhiii  liie  house,  the  pl.iii  is  iieciiluir  ami  interesting.  I'hiteriug  the  main 
hall,  one  moiiuls  at  once  up  a  br,i;hl  tli^hl  of  the  e.isiest  stairs,  jiarf  way  to  the 
next  tloor,  where  there  is  a  small  lamling.  Imoih  this  one  continues  up  six  sleps 
to  the  second  floor.  Another  llight  goes  up  to  the  top  tloor  ;  alu.ve  this  agani 
is  the  garret.  The  walls  are  iKiiielled  and  w.nuscoted  m  the  old  I'.nglish  style 
and  with  considerable  elegance.  Tlie  rooms  011  the  llrst  lloor,  .is  indeed  over 
the  entire  house,  are  large  and  spacious.  In  the  celLir  are  found  niaiiy  interest- 
ing features,  chief  among  which  are  the  inscriptions  on  two  stones  in  the  foimda- 
lion  walls  which  read  : 


K.  y.  R.  164.. 

.Vnno  I  )omiiii. 


villi. II'  siiuvi.i.n 
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"ItliaH/'sayslradiiioii,  "  sustained  several  Indian  sieges  befcire  tlie  F-levoluliuii. 
The  walls  are  uf  unusual  thickness,  heavy  and  well  built.  Tiie  cellar  extends 
under  the  entire  house.  The  timbers  under  the  first  tloor  are  of  massive  si/e, 
nearly  twenty  inches  square.  The  one  under  the  llreiilace  in  the  large  rooiii 
(now  occupied  as  the  parlor)  is  still  larger.  The  stone  and  brick  come  up  in  an 
arched  form  and  extend  over  on  this  timber,  making  the  llre|,l.ice  rest  secinely. 
The  cellar  contains  several  recesses  and  alcoves,  making  it  seem  that  at  one 
time  it  had  been  occupied  to  live  in.  Over  the  cellar  windows,  iron  gratings 
are  found;  these  are  of  ornamental  twisted  irons.  Jn  the  lloor  of  the  main  hall 
there  is  a  trapdoor,  which  opened  downward  into  the  cellar.  'IVadition  says 
that  this  was  used  to  entrap  unfriendly  Indians.  They  were  lured  into  the 
house,  and  when  they  steppid  on  this  trap  down  tiiey  went  to  tlie  cellar  where 
the  men  awaiteil  them.  There  is  one  port  hole  oi)ening  Iroin  the  cellar.  This 
was  but  riTcntl)  dis(o\i-rcd. 

"  There  is  nothing  special  about  any  of  the  rooms  to  be  seen  now,  they  hav- 
ing  all   been    moderni/ed.     The   linen    room   is  interesting   from   the   fact  con- 
nected with  it.     ■Jhe  aristocracy  of  the  ohl  manor  were  .so  dependent  ui)on  the 
mother  country  that  they  even  had  to  have  their  linen  washe.l  there.      For  that 
purpose,  once  a  year,  it  was  all  sent  over  and  lanndrieil.      In  the  meantime  the 
soiled    linen   was   kept   stored    in    this    linen    room.      In    the    'tile   room'    were 
formerly  above    lifly  scenes   from   Scripture,  in   old    Dutch   tiles,  on   one  of  ihe 
walls.     These   have   now  all    disappeared.      These  tiles,  .is  were  also  the  brick 
and   timbers    from  whi.h   the  h,, use  was  built,  were  all   brought   fnmi  1  lolland. 
There  have  never  been  many  relics  found  in  or  about  the  old  house.     ( )iie— and 
the  only  interesting  one— is  a  weapon,  evi.iently  intende.l  as  an  instrument  of 
war.     This   is  about   live  teel  long,  an  inch  wide  at  the  handle  and  rumiiui,'  out 
to  a  sharp  point,  of  wrou,i;ht  iron.      It  was  probably  use.I  in  the  same  mam.Vr  as 
swords  are  used  now.      'l-heie  are  many  legends  connected  with  the  ol.l  mausi,.n 
One  only  will  sutlice  :      .\   Crrini.le  Van  Twillcr  and   her  brother  Walter  were 
visiting  the  manor  one  time.     .\t  evening  the  young  girl  «ent  down  to  the  ri\er 
bank  and  sat   down.      She  was   approached    from   behind   liy  Indians  ami  sud- 
denly sei/.'d.     She  gave   a   .scream,   but  was    forciblv   borne  aw.iv,  .iiul    never 
heard  from  again.     This  s.ream  is  said  to  have  been  beard  for  vears  .ib.nit  the 
halls  of  the  lioiise. 

■•It  was  in  the  re.ir  of  this  mansion  that  •  Yankee  Doodle'  was  .  omp..sed. 
\\iiile  .Abercrombie's  army  was  encamped  there  by  the  old  sweep  well  at  the 
rear  of  the  house,  waiting  for  reinforcements,  the  ccnntry  people  came  straggling 
111,  m  all  manner  of  costumes  and  dress.  Their  ludicrous  appearance  .so  e.x- 
cited  the  humor  of  a  liritish  surgeon  that  he,  while  sitting  by  the  be,l  (now  to 
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be  seen)  c.jmix.sed  the  original  version  <;f  '  Yankee  Doodle,'  words  an.l  music 
l.oth.  Altogellur  the  house  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  best  iMtservcil  of 
the  remaining  reh.  s  of  our  colonial  aristocracy.  This  house  is  now  in  ilic  luinds 
of  a  stranger,  and  the  vast  estate  is  almost  entirely  owned  by  those  who  neither 
bear  the  \'an  Rensselaer  name,  nor  are  of  the  lineage. 

"  When  twenty-two  years  of  age,  young  Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer  married  in 
the  old  Dutch  clnurh,  in  the  fort  in  Nieuw  Amsterdam,  Calrina  \an  Urugh,  and 
in  the  old  records  we  find  it  thus : 

'•'  "in  S  March,  jC,f<g. 
"•  IIen,lri,U  Rensselaer,  j.  m.  v.iii  Reiisselaenvyjck  en  Calnna  Van  r.iiiyli,  j.  d.  van  X.  York 
"' lieyj.le  wuiienile  alliier.     (ielic.uw  1  ilen  icjM.ni.' 

"  She  was  the  daughter  of  Johannes  I'eler.se  Van  P.rngh  and  Catrina  Roden- 
burg.  Mrs.  Van  i'.nigh  was  the  widow  Rodenbnrg  when  Wni  lirugh  married 
her,  and  was  a  daugiiter  of  the  celebrated  Anneke  Jans.  A  recent 'gfuealogist 
tells  us  that  Annelje  Webber  (Anneke  Jans,  as  we  know  her)  was  born  in 
Holland  in  the  year  1605,  and  was  the  gran.ldanghter  of  William,  Prince  of 
Orange.     She  married    Rudolf  Jansen  in  Holland,  and  came  to  this  conniry  in 

"Mrs.  Win  Rensselaer  died  in  the  old  mansion,  Deceml)er  6ih,  17,0,  and 
her  husband  followe.l  her  just  ten  years  later.  July  2d,  1740,  and  to^etl'.er' they 
are  buried  near  their  home. 

"  .Mrs.  \-an  Rensselaer  was  a  wonderfully  beautiful  woman.  The  Sill  familu 
now  have  her  portrait. 

"  M.AKV  I..-\\MA\   Diirw  FiKKis." 

A  Centennial  Tablet  was  iilaced  on  the  buil.ling  in  1886.  h  rea.ls  as  follows  • 
"Suppose.l  to  be  the  oldest  building  in  the  United  States  an.l  to  have  been 
erecte.l  m  the  yearirM2,  as  a  Manor  I  louse  and  Place  of  Defence  known  as 
I'urt  (  railu  Oen'l  Ahercrombie's  Hva.hiuarters  while  marching  to  attack 
liconderoga  in  1758  where  it  is  .said  lh.it  at  the  cantonment  Kast  of  this  hou.se 
near  the  old  well  the  army  surgeon  R.  Shuckburg  composed  the  po|,ular  sonu  of 
'  Yankee  Doodle.'  " 

I'a.nous  men  have  been  guests  within  the  walls  of  the  Crailo;   aiul  mmv  im 
portant  conferences  have  been  held  there.      Washington  and  his  generals'were 
visitors  111  the  old  manor  house  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
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LORD  HOWE. 
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A,l!^"fi,f "'-?''  '"'"'  ""r-  "^'^  '"'"  '"  "^'■""'  "•  •-•^^-      "-^  "-  -nt  ,o 
Hahfax.      ln.75^1.ca.-.:,,,n|,a,„cd(;cM,eralAl,crcron,l,,e.oTuunderuya.      Tl, 

^:ZJ7'     r  '''^'^r "'-'''''''  ^'^  ^^"""'>-- 1— -i-vo-cii  „. , 

of  tlK  llu  i.   ,.     As  he  c„„l,l  Inul  „o  one  who  wuuM  un.lenake  to  Imnish  ,he,n 
)-unK  Sch.jler  ,,hen  hut  t.ven,y-,.o  years  of  a,e)  agreed  to  snpplv  the,        ' 

sUedtu,.e.M   hat  rhd/'said  ),,.,, Io..,nhevue.enUnna,e'nends', 
)"U  carry  out  such  a  cntraet  ?  "      .•  If  ,  ,„.,  ,,,,  , ^  ,  ^.„„,,,      ,,^.  ., 

would  not  ,.ro,.„se  tt."     The  latter  kept  his  engage.nent.  and  reahJl  a  h'and- 
some  iinidt  Ironi  the  transaeii.ui. 

•Mrs.  (Jrant,  in  "The  Ameriran  I.adv,"  urues-      ••  NFinv  „f  tl„.    rr 
..artered  .,,,he.rt  and  town;    hut,;u.dHo.ea,.^^^^ 
egnnent  whu:h  he  connnanded  ;  and  which  i,e  nu.deiled  ,n  such  a  tnanner   , 
.ey  were  ever  alter  consulered  as  an  exan.ple  to  the  whole  An.eriean  ar    y 
glor,he.l   ,n  ad„,.t,n.  all  those  ri,.d,  yet  salutory  regulations  to  which  ,h    Jon  « 
l>ero  readily  sul-nitted,  to  enforce  his  co,n,i,ands  l,v  his  exann.le  ^ 

"Above  the  pedantry  of  holding  up  stan.lards  of'military  rules  where  it  is  im- 

1  loue  a,d  as,.e  all  prule  and  prejudice  an.l  ,ratefnlly  accepted  .ounse 
f.on.  those  whon,  he  knew  to  he  hest  ,,ual,f,ed  to  direc,  hnn.  Madame  Shulc 
was  dehghted  wuh  the  cahn  steadiness  wuh  winch  he  carried  n'i't  I 
aus^re  rules  wlueh  he  f^n.nd  it  necessary  to  lay  down.  In  the  tnst  ^  ^^  he  r- 
1  ule  all  displays  of  gold  and  scailc,  m  the  ru,ged  n>an  h  thev  Jere  ll  n  to 
ndertake,  an.l  to  set  the  example  l,y  wearing  hm.self  an  ammunition  c.  ,^ 
■s  to  say.  one  of  the  surplus  soldier's  coats  c:ut  short.  This  was  a  nece  s  rj 
-ution;    because   in   the  woods   the  hostile  Indians,  who  started       2"  |      , 

A.  the  same  reason  he  ordered  the  muskets  to  he  shortene.l.  diat  tl^y  ^i    ,1 
"<",  as  on  former  occasions,  l,e  snatche.l  from  behind  bv  these  agile  foeV     To 

=l::;:s:z;^J-;-^t:t:l^^^^^^^^ 

young  and  vain  yet  reJained.     ^L^w:;d^,  ai!      i^;::;:,:;;;:":;';,;': 
consLlered   as   the  greatest   possible  ornament,  which  t.iL  wh:;;';;  ::;;;';;: 
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grcalLsi  possible  cue  to  dispUiy  to  advantage,  anil  to  wear  in  a  bag  or  ijiieue, 
wliichever  tiiey  fancied.  Lord  Huwe's  was  line;  and  very  abundant;  he,  liow- 
ever,  cropped  it,  and  ordereil  every  (^me  to  do  the  same.  I'',very  morning  lie  rose 
very  early,  and,  after  giving  his  orders,  rode  ont  to  the  I'latts,  (.Madame  .Schuy- 
ler's) breaklasted,  and  spent  some  time  in  conversation  with  his  friends  there ; 
and  wiien  in  .Albany  received  all  maimer  of  uset'id  inform.Uion  Irom  the  worthy 
magistr.ite,  Cornelii'S  Cnyler.  Another  point  wliich  tiiis  yoiwig  l.ycmgiis  of  the 
camp  wished  to  establish,  was  that  of  luit  carrying  anything  that  was  not  abso- 
lutely necessiiry.  An  appar.itus  of  tables,  chairs,  anil  siiiii  other  hiugage,  he 
thonglu  highly  absurd,  where  people  hid  to  fone  their  way  witii  unspeakable 
dititiculty,  to  encounter  an  enemy  free  Irom  all  such  eni  umbrances.  The  I'Vench 
had  long  learned  how  little  convenience  i  ouKl  be  studied  on  surli  occasions  as 
the  ])resent. 

"  W'lien  his  lor(lslii|)  got  matters  arraiigeil  to  his  satisfaction,  he  invited  Ins 
officers  to  liiiie  with  him  in  his  tent.  'ITiey  ghully  assembled  at  the  aiipointed 
hour,  but  weie  sur|irisfd  to  see  no  chairs  or  tables  ;  there  were,  however,  bear 
skins  spread  like  a  c.u[iet.  llis  lordshi])  welcomed  them  and  sat  down  on  a 
small  log  of  wood  ;  they  followed  his  e.\am|)le  ;  and  ])resenily  the  servants  set 
down  a  large  dish  of  poik  and  peas,  llis  lonlship,  taking  a  sheath  from  his 
Ijocket,  out  of  which  he  produced  a  knife  anil  fork,  began  to  cut  and  divide  the 
meat.  'I'liey  sat  in  a  kind  of  awkward  suspense,  which  he  interrujited  by  asking 
if  it  were  possible  that  soldiers  like  them,  who  had  been  so  long  destined  for 
such  service,  should  not  be  provided  with  port.dde  implements  of  this  kind;  and 
finally,  relieved  them  from  their  embarrassment  by  distributing  to  each  a  case 
the  same  as  his  own,  which  he  had  i)rii\  ided  for  that  purpose.  The  aus'eie 
regulations  and  constant  self-denial  which  he  imposed  upon  the  troops  he  com- 
manded, were  patiently  borne,  because  he  was  not  only  gentle  in  liis  manners, 
but  generous  and  humane  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  exceedingly  attentive  to  the 
health  and  real  necessities  of  the  soldiery.  Among  many  instances  of  this,  a 
quantity  of  powdered  ginger  was  given  to  every  man  ;  and  the  sergeants  were 
ordered  to  see,  that  when,  in  the  course  of  marching,  the  soldiers  arrived  hot 
and  tired  at  the  banks  of  any  stream,  they  should  not  be  ])ermitteil  to  stoop  to 
drink,  as  they  generally  inclined  to  do,  but  be  obliged  to  dip  water  in  their  can- 
teens and  nii.x  ginger  with  it.  This  became  afterward  a  general  practice  ;  and 
in  these  aguish  swamps,  through  which  the  soldiers  were  forced  to  march,  was 
the  means  of  saving  many  lives.  .'\unt  Schuyler,  as  this  amiable  young  officer 
familiarly  styled  his  maternal  friend,  had  the  utmost  esteem  for  him  ;  and  the 
greatest  hope  that  he  would  at  some  future  period  redress  all  those  evils  that  had 
formerly  imiieded  the  service  ;  and  ]ierhaps  plant  the  Ihitish  standard  on  the 
walls  of  (Quebec,  lint  this  honor  another  young  hero  was  destined  to  achieve; 
whose  virtues  were  to  be  illustrated  by  the  s|)leiidor  of  victory,  the  only  light  by 
which  the  multitude  can  see  the  merits  of  a  soldier. 

"The  Schuylers  regarded  this  expedition  with  a  mixture  of  doubt  and  dis- 
may, knowing  too  well,  from  the  sad  retros])ect  of  former  failures,  how  little 
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valor  anil  ilis(  ipliiie  availtd   when'  iiKuiar  iruops  luui  u>  cncoimtcr  willi  uiiscfii 
IcK's,  ami  Willi  ditilicultii's  arising  from  the  iialnic  of  llic  ground,  fvr  which  mili- 
tary science  afforded  no  remedy.     Of  (Jencral  Aliercrombie's  worth  and  valor 
they  had  the  highest  (.pinion  ;   Init  they  were  .louhtlnl  of  attacking  an  enemy  so 
snhile  and  experienced   on   their  (,wn  groniid,  in  intrenthmeiits,  and  this  tliey 
feared   he  wouhl    have   the   temerity  to  attempt.     In  the  meantime  preparaiioi-s 
were  making   for  llie  as.sanlt.     The   troops  were  marciiing  in  detachmeiils  past 
the  "  I'jatts,"  and  each  detacliinenl  (piartered  lor  a  single  night  on  tlie  i(,mnion 
or  in   the  offices.     One  of  the  lirst  of  the.se  was  commanded  l.y  Lee,  ol  frantic 
celebrity,  who  afterward    in   the  .American   war,  joined   the  opponents  of  the 
government,  and    was    then   a  captain    in  the  liritish  service.      Captain  ],ee  had 
neglected  to  bring  the  customary  warrants  for  impressing  horses  and  o.\en,  and 
procuring  a  supply  of  various  necessaries,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  agents  of  the 
government  on  showing  the  usual  documents  ;   he,  however,  seized  eveiything 
he  wanted   where  he  could   most  readily  find  it,  as  if  he  were  in  a  con<|Uere(l 
country;  and  not  content  with  this  violence  poured  forth  a  volley  of  execrations 
on   those  who   presumed   to  question    his  right  of  appropriating  for  his  troops 
everything  that   could    be  .serviceable  to  them  ;   even  Madame,  accustomed  to 
universal  respect,  and   to  be  consider  <i  as  the  friend  and  benefactress  of  the 
army,  was  not  spared  ;  and   the  aids  which  she  never  faile.l  to  bestow  on  those 
whom  she  saw   about  to  exp,,se  their  lives  for  the  general  defence,  were  rudely 
demanded    (,r    violently  seized.     Never   did    the   genuine    Christianity  of  this 
exalted  character  shine  more  brightly  than  in  this  e.xigencv  ;   her  cimnteiian,  e 
never  altered,  an.!  she  used  every  argument  to  restrain  the  rage  of  her  domestics, 
and  the  clam,.r  of  her  neighbors,  who  were  treated  in  the  same  manner      I  ee 
marched  <,n  after  having  .lone  all  the  mi.schief  in  his  power,  and  was  on  the 
ne.xt  <lay  succeeded  by  Lord   Howe,  who  was  in.lignant  ni)on  hearing  what  luul 
happene.1,  and  astonished  at  the  calmness  with  which  .Madame  bore  the  treat- 
ment she  had  received.     .She  soothed  him  by  telling  him  that  she  knew  too  well 
the  value  of  protection  from  a  danger  so  imminent,  to  grow  cainious  with  her  ,le- 
hverers  .n,  account  of  a  single  instance  of  irregularity,  and  only  regretted  that 
they  .shouhi  have  deprived  her  of  her  wonted  pleasure  in  freely  bestowing  what- 
ever could  advance  the  service  or  refresh  the  exhausted  troops.    Thev  had  a  long 
and  very  serious  conversation  that  night.     In  the  morning  his  lordship  proposed 
setfng  out  very  early;   but   when  he  aro.se  he  was  astonishe.i  to  fmd  Madame 
waiting,  and  breakfast  ready  ;   he  smiled  and  sai.I  he  would  not  di.sappoint  her 
as  It    was  hanl   to  say  when  he  might  again  breakfast  with  a  lady.     Impressed 
with  an  unaccountable  degree  of  concern  alu.ut   the  fate  of  the  enterpri.se  in 
which  he  was  embarke.l,  she  again  repeate.l  her  counsels  and  her  cautions;  and 
when  he  was  about  to  depart,  embrace.l  him  with  the  affection  of  a  mother,  and 
shed  many  tears,  a  weakness  she  did  not  often  gue  way  to. 

"  Meantime,  the  best  prepared  aixl  discii.lined  bo.ly  of  forces  that  had  ever 
been  assembled  m  .-\merica,  were  proceeding  on  an  enterprise  that,  to  the  expe- 
rience and   sagacity  of  the  Schuylers,  appeared  a  hopeless,  or  at    least    a  very 
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desperate  one.  A  general  gloom  overspreail  the  family  ;  this,  at  all  times  large, 
was  now  aiigmcnleil  hy  several  relations  lioth  of  tiie  Colonel  and  Madame,  wlio 
had  visited  tiiem  at  that  time  to  be  nearer  tlie  scene  of  action,  and  to  get  the 
readiest  and  most  authentic  intelligence  ;  for  the  apprehended  consecpience  of  a 
defeat  was  the  pouring  in  of  the  French  troops  into  tlie  interior  of  the  province; 
in  which  case  Albany  might  be  abandoned  enraged  savages  allending  the 

French  army.     A    few  days  after   Lord  11  ,  departure,  in  tlie  afternoon,  a 

man  was  seen  coming  on  horseback  from  tin.  north,  galloping  violently  witiujut 
ids  iiat.  I'edrom,  as  he  was  famdiarly  called,  the  ("olonel's  only  surviving 
brotlier,  was  willi  lier,  and  ran  instantly  to  inipiire,  well  knowing  he  nulu 
express.  Tlie  man  galloped  on,  crying  out  that  Lord  Howe  was  killed.  'I  he 
miiul  of  our  good  aunt  had  been  so  engrossed  by  her  an,\iety  and  fears  for  the 
event  inipeiuling,  and  so  inijiressed  by  tlie  merit  and  magnanimity  of  her 
favorite  hero,  that  her  wonted  firmness  sunk  under  this  stroke,  and  she  broke 
out  into  bitter  lamentations.  This  had  such  an  effei  t  on  her  friends  and  domes- 
tics, that  shrieks  and  sobs  of  anguish  echoed  through  every  part  of  the  house. 
Even  tlior ,  who  were  too  old  or  too  young  to  enter  into  the  public  calamity, 
were  affected  by  the  violent  grief  of  aunt,  who,  in  general  had  too  much  self- 
command  to  let  others  witness  her  sorrows.  Lord  Howe  was  shot  from  behind 
a  tree,  probably  by  some  Indians;  and  the  whole  army  were  inconsolable  fcjr 
the  loss  they  too  well  knew  to  be  irreiiarable.  This  siroke,  however,  they  soon 
found  to  be  '  potent  and  jiaiii,  a  menaie  a  '  a  blow'  ;  but  this  dark  prospect 
was  ( lieered  for  a  moment  by  a  deceitful  \  of  hope,  which  only  added  to 

the  bitterness  of  ilis.ippoiiiinu'iil." 

Lossiiig  in  his  "  Life  and  Times  of  Schnylei,  says  "  The  scheme  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1758  was  extensive.  Sliirle\'s  jilaii  of  1756  was  revived,  and  its 
general  outlines  were  ailopte<l.  Three  ])()iiits  of  assault — Lonisburg,  Ticon 
deroga,  and  Fort  l)iii|uesne — were  desii,Miated,  and  ample  preparations  were 
made  for  the  powerful  operations  against  llieni.  Upon  Louisbiirg  the  first  blow 
was  to  be  struck,  and  Cieneral  Jeffrey  .Amherst,  a  man  of  good  jiHiginent  and 
discretion,  was  apjiointed  to  the  command  of  a  ,...id  force  of  more  than  twelve 
thousand  men,  destined  for  that  enterprise.  Tliese  were  to  be  borne  by  the 
fleet  of  Admiral  Buscowen.  .Vbercrombie,  assisted  by  Lord  Howe,  whc>ni  I'itl 
had  chosen  as  'the  soul  of  the  enterprise,'  was  to  lead  an  army  by  the  way  of 
Albany  to  attack  the  French  on  Lake  ("liamiilain,  while  deneral  Joseph  I''cirbrs 
was  commissioned  to  lead  another  army  over  the  .Mlegliaii)'  mountains  to 
capture  Fort  Duquesne," 
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il  oil  llic  ca>t  li.iiik  1,1"  ilic  IIihImui  riviM-,  jiisl  l)e- 


lon-  Alluny,  an  an.  icnt  l;„nuc,u..  known  as  Wnlv.n  11.,..  k.  Only  a  win.linj; 
nu.l  cigf.!  l,y  nnn.cnse  eln.s  an.l  sy.amore  lavs,  ih.ir  an.m.t  l„M,,rv  uriim, 
-'  tl,.,r  trunks,  srparatcd  i.  fr.m,  .he  ri^.r  whose  nan.c  is  so  h,st.„aallv  ,nUT- 
wovcn  wilh  Ihc  J)iilch  sillhanenl  of  .\rw  \'oik. 

•'  lie,..  l,v..,l  \oKken  l\u-v  Donw,  ,he  lildong  friend  a,„i  stann.I,  nplu  l.ler 
..f  (.en.Tal  .^.hn^ler,  ,,n,|  ..f  wh.un  il  was  sai.l  :  •  \  ln,e  ,u„u„.  in  nvl  an,l 
.loiue.t,..  ,eL,l,ons,  he  w.,s  omsi.lere.i  a  |,.,Ue,n,  an.!  no  ,nan  ,n  All-anv  .lle.l 
iiioii'  re,t,Me!lcii.' 

••The  el.iesl  s,,n  „f  Capiain  IVlnis  Douw,  he  was  horn  ai  Mbanv  \  V 
M:u-.:h  .5'!.  17^0.  Il,sj,,..ai  ^.-.nullalher,  \.,kke,t  |an....n  |)o„u,  was  a  .  an^ 
>;«■'.  in  the  I),a.;h  army,  uho  was  .haven  fn.rn  his  lum.e  a,  l,.v„w,,„len,  in  ihe 
l.;'vnue..f  l'nesk,n.l,l,y,he,,erseeunonsw.,,ue.l  againsl  ihe  .M.-nnonUes  an.l 
"ith  the  nuanhers  of  his  tan.ily  lle.l  lo  1- 1  u.h  ,.-hsla,ll,  1  )enn>a,  k.  wh.-,e  ,..h,.n.ns 
1'1-ly  uas  ,ue.,nle,!  -o  ail.  I.aler  on.  when  ihe  same  leehn,  a^ains,  ,he  Men- 
noiHles  ,e.an  t,.  pevail  a,  l.,ie,h-iehs,a.!( .  XoUU-vl  J,,ns.en,  as  he  was  known 
set  sail  lor  Amerua,  even  then  the  hon.e  of  l,l,.a,y.  an.!  j,„n...i  th..  Colonv  „' 
Kenssek.erwyek.  he.  onnn,  a  L,r,e  landh.,l.ler  an.l  one  of  the  ,,ro,nn,em  ,nen  .,f 
the   rrovnue. 

•'<;'••■'>■'">     "^     ;Vor,hsa^si„    h,s'Reeolle.nons-      •  Tl,e   1  K,„ws  a,e   ,„en- 
u-,e,    as  amon,  the  e.ulu.t  settlers  of  Alluny,  an,l  .,f  an   a.„v..  ,nal   l.nsntess- 
Ilk.'  I  ii.ira.  tei. 

-C-apiain    IVtrns    |.o„w   was   the  .,nly  s,n-vivin.  son   ..f   lonas  I  .ouw    an,!   a 

-inhero,   the..:,hr.„n,e,l, <  ienetal  Ass.anhly   of  .h"    ,Vounee  .,f  Ne.v 

Ui       he,u„   an.l    ho    l.a,  at   the   ho„.e  ,,f  J,u.,,h  I,,ek,„an  in   ,he  ..n.  U^u.^ 
in.'  (.  ily  111    Ni'w  ^  ork. 

••  In  ,;.,.  he  hnn,  a,  DonWs  Toin,,  Wolven  II.,eek.  s.Malle.l  from  the  paeks 
— l-stlutu,,  ;,;.,, v,p:enl..,l, he  pl.ue.  I'eler  1  )..uWs  wtle  w.,s  a  .1  n,d,- 
<.    "'    M.ijor   ilen.i,,ekXanK..nss.la..r.a,ui    was  horn   a,    Kat   Ttado,  ,he  ol.l 

Nan    Kenss..u.  tnans,,.,  a,(;Hvnl,nsh,an.l,h^^^  - 

Ann.,  \  an  k..nss..l,,er  1  >o„w   w,,s   a    won,.,,,   .,f  e e   lor  th,  se  .lavs,  an,!   she 

-■'>•  — "1   H.r-n  Voh-kert  ,n  ihe  l„a,„hes  .,f  h^rnin,   „„h  uh„h  she  wa 
.|.-s.n..         1"-  was  no  ,amil,a,a,v,n   the  ea,lv  .lavs  hetween   parent   a, 
'l"l'.'<"-.is     u.n,eve,e„.ea,„i.,|„,vt,.  ihel..,,,.,-.      The   honu'  e.la  aUon   w,,s 
sn,>i.l.'M.en,..,!  hv  the   n,e.,„.e   instrn.t,.,,,   f„rn,.h..,l   l.v   the  s.  l,ooh„,,s,er  of  ^ul 

"li.   .7-|S,  uMindVolekenl'     1..UW    ,,,,,.1.    ...    ,„,.,„,„    ,„.,    ,,„^^„    ^^  .,^^ 
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City  1)1  Alli.iiiy,'  ;in<i  tlie  next  year  lie  was  Alilernian  in  tlie  First  Ward.  His 
public  pronidtion  was  rapid  and  rather  iimisiial,  even  for  a  man  of  such  sterling 
ai)ility.  He  was  elected  Recurder  in  1750;  Asso(  iate  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  I'leas  in  1757,  and  two  jears  later  he  was  member  of  Assembly,  hold- 
ing the  office  seven  years.  The  year  1761  saw  iiim  Mayor  of  .Mbany  and  a 
Deacon  of  the  Dutch  Church,  which  latter  office  he  tilled  with  as  much  earnest- 
ness as  he  did  the  former.  'I'he  records  of  his  mayorality  give  one  or  two  items 
of  interest;  I'or  instance,  he  certilies  '  \'e  luns'  negro  men  and  women  have 
been  imported  into  ye  county  of  Albany  from  New  England,  and  acc<ir(ling  to 
an  act  of  ye  (Governor,  ye  Council  and  the  Cenerall  Assembly,  William  Day  has 
paid  ye  Duty  for  said  negro  men  and  women.' 

"  In  1764,  '  X'olckert  I'.  Douw  is  allowed  ^'5  los  4d,  being  expenses  for  a 
suit  of  cloaths  alliued  the  whip|)er  as  ])er  agreement.'  We  fnul  him  paying 
Benjamin  .\shli  .  ,  of  '  Casselton  on  the  Delaware,'  ^100  for  a  negro  woman 
named  I'hebe  and  her  three  children. 

"  Mr.  Douw  was  major  of  the  city  in  trying  times,  but  jiroved  himself  eijual 
to  the  occasion,  'riiough  so  busily  engaged  in  official  life  he  conducted  a  large 
mercantile  bu-iiiess,  and  was  a  most  iiilluential  petitioner  witli  the  Lord  Com- 
missioners for  Trade  in  the  matter  of  needed  reforms.  He  owned  a  large  riiad 
house  seven  miles  iVum  .Mb.niy  on  the  stage  route  to  Niagara,  known  as  |)oiiw's 
Inn,  and  his  glass  factory  at  Douwsborough  was  said  to  manufacture  glass  sii[)e- 
rior  to  the  English. 

"  liy  royal  appointment  lie  was  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas;  but,  regardless  of  personal  consideration,  he  took  a  decided  stand  in 
the  cause  of  the  Colonies  in  ojiposition  to  royalty.  '  He  served  with  ability  and 
learning'  down  to  Ma\,  1775,  ^^licn  moved  by  his  patriotic  spirit,  he  declined 
to  hold  his  ottice  under  the  Ihilish  Ciovermnent  Ceneral  of  New  York  and 
resigned. 

"  Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  few  courts  were  held  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  until  alter  the  close  of  the  w.ir;  but  in  177S  he  was 
appointed  fust  Judge  of  '  oany  by  the  I'rovincial  Convention.  '  Most  of  the 
men  of  mind  and  iiroperly  in  Ali)any  were  fully  ali\e  to  the  situation  during  the 
Revolution.  Volckert  1*.  Douw  uas  full  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  ready  for  any 
sacrillie  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  believing  that  he  who  maintains  his  coim- 
try's  laws  alone  is  great.'  He  was  always  on  tlie  side  (.)f  wise  counsel,  and 
when  the  hour  of  action  came,  he  was  prepared.  In  his  o[)position  to  the  Stamp 
Act,  he  was  closely  atliliated  with  Jeremi.ih  \'an  Rensselaer  and  I'hilii)  Schuy- 
ler, and  their  t.ictful  s[ieecli  did  nuich  to  tuin  the  tide  ot  feeling  on  this  subject 
in   /Mbany. 

"  In  177.4,  he  w.is  aiii)i)inted  Indian  ccinimissioner,  and  a  new  bond  of  sym- 
pathy drew  him  to  Philip  Schuyler.  For  to  the  wisdom  of  Schuyler  and  his 
ancestors,  more  than  to  any  others,  do  we  owe  the  amicable  settlements  of  dif- 
ferences during  the  entire  colonial  period  that  would  have  otherwise  ended  in 
blood  and  carnage. 
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"On  Mnysth,  1775,  I'"ii\v  w.is  chosen  a  delegate  to  meet  in  General  Con- 
gress in   \ew    \-ork  on   the   22,1   of  the  month.     On  Tues.L.y,  the  23.1,  about 
seventy  of  the  eighty-one  ilelegates  elected,  assemble.l  ;.t   the  Kxcliange  in  New 
York  an,l  organized  a  Provincial  Congress  by  choosing  Peter  X'an  liriigl.,  Presi- 
dent;   \-olckert  P.  Do.nv,  Vice  President,  an.l  John  McKesson  and  Robert  lien- 
son,  hecrelanes.       Doiuv   n-as  appointed   o)ie  of  the   Conimiliee   of  Safely,  in 
'77S'     <'ii  July  13,  1775,  lit-  was  appointe  1  one  of  the  Hoard  of  C.mmission- 
ers  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Xortlu-rn  Department,  his  ass,;ciales  being  Ceneral 
Schuyler,  Major  Joseph  Ilawley,  'Purbot  Francis  and  Oliver  Wolcott.  ^  A  month 
later   he  and  Turbot  Francis  were  the  Commissioners  sent   to  confer  with  tlie 
.'vichems  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  at  German  Flatls.     On  September  ist 
the  Comimss.oners   in   their  reply   to   little   Abraham's   speech   acceded  to  the 
|)rinc.pal  requests  of  the  Indians,  and  informed  them  that  (leneral  Schuyler  uui 
Mr.  Douw  had  been  appointed  to  keep  the  council   fires  burning,  and  to  gu  ,rd 
Ihe  tree  of  pe.ce  at  Albany.     Schuyler  gave  onlers  not  to  molest  the  Canadians 
or  Indians,  which  orders  were  violated  with  .serious  consequences.     On  Schuy- 
ler s  arrival   in  .Mbany,  in  the  latter  part  of  December  of  the  same  year    he 
found  sixty  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  waiting  for  him.      Mr.  Douw  was  the 
only  other  Commssioner  pre.sent,  yet  as   the   exigencies  of  the  ca.se  .leinaiuled 
action,  .Scliuyler  ami  Douw  opened  business  with  them. 

"  In  the  spring  of  ,776,  Mr.  Douw  writes  General  Schuyler:  'Mr  Dean 
came  down  from  Onondaga  with  the  deputies  from  the  seven  tribes  in  Canada 
u-ho  have  been  to  atten.l  the  meeting  of  the  Six  Nations  at  their  council  house 
at  O.miulaga.  They  told  me  that  their  clothes  were  worn  out  on  their  lonir 
journey  on  Public  P.usiness.  I  told  them  that  I  was  much  convinced  of  it 
and  have  given  them  each  i  pr.  shoes,  ,  pr.  buckles  and  a  hat.  I  told  them  I 
would  write  to  General  Scliuyler  to  provide  them  with  some  clothes  as  it  would 
be  troublesome  to  carry  them  from  Iiere  to  ("anada.  They  were  much  pleased 
with  It.'  ' 

"  At  the  Council  held  at  Johnstown  in  .Mar.h,  ,778,  to  secure  the  neutrab.v. 
1'  not  the  cooperation  of  all  the  Six  N.ilioiis,  Mr.  Douw  represented  Congress 

,' ;-n'^  ^;e  «■''.'•'''"'""''  ^'""""'^^^^"T-      He  was  nominated  for  Senator  in  ,78^', 
and  nlle.l  the  ofhce  until  17^;.  '   '" 

"Mr.  Douw  married,  the  20th  of  ^ray,  ,742,  Anna  de   Pevster.  .laughter  of 
Lap.ain  de   1  eyster,  at  one  time  Mayor  of  Albany,  and  a  gran.ldaughter  „f 
Co  mel   Myndert   Schuyler,  who   had    also  occupied    the   mayor's  .ha'ir.     Six 
children,  of  the  nine  born  to  them,  lived  .0  be  the  parents  of  families  promi- 
nent in  the  state.      Anna  marrie.l  Dink  W-n  P.roeck  ;    Rachel  marrie.l  Colonel 
Henry  \  an  Rensselaer  of  Revolutionary  fame;    Magdalena  inarned  |„hnS,eph 
enson.  and  ,hey  were  the  grandparents  of  the  late  Colonel  Pierre  X'an  Cortland, 
of  \an   Cortlandt   .Mau„r;   Catrienna   tnarried    Harmanus   Hoffman;     I„hn   de 
1  eyster  who  marrie.1  first,  a  daughter  nf  Mayor  Heeknian.  sccoihI.  a  d.iuuhter  of 
aer   k.    Livingston    and    third,   a  d.iugliter  of  Judge   Leonard   (^ansevoort  ; 
Maria  mirnd  John  de  IVyster  Ten  i:\ck. 
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"  Mr.  DiHiw  had  a  Iioiim-  in  Albany  where  lie  spent  a  iiidnth  or  so  in  the  winter, 
but  he  was  always  hajipiest  at  his  own  lireside  at  Wolven  Iloetk.  Just  a  hunilred 
years  ago,  Judge  Gansevoort  wrote  : 

"'The  WcilvcnliiH'ck,  as  iiaiiu'd  nf  old, 
l^>uilc  fanuiiis  w:is,  as  I  am  lulil, 
I'or  passhif;  throufjh  a  I'mnv  I'tscciil, 
Will)  always  were  on  iliily  luiil, 
Tlicy  iliil  llioir  ncifjlilmr-.  always  yoml, 
As  hdiicst  norsoiis  ever  sliuuM.' 

"The  house  was  a  story  and  a  half  high,  ami  well  spread  out  on  tiie  ground. 
It  was  built  of  wood  and  bricks,  brought  from  Hulland  as  ballast,  and  shingled 


WOLVliN  HOECK. 


with  while  llr  shingles.  The  lop  of  ilie  g.iMe  w.ill  w.is  nuiciied  into  corl);l 
steps,  and  the  black  fore  bricks  of  the  kiln  were  laid,  alternating  with  yellow 
ones,  to  make  checks  on  the  gable  fronts.  'Hie  roof  sloped  from  the  ridge  pole, 
and  dormer  windows  broke  Us  uniformity.  The  heavy,  wooden,  outside  slint- 
tors  swung  upon  massive  hinges,  with  a  cresent  cut  near  the  top  to  admit  the 
early  light,  and  tlicy  were  hel<l  back  by  an  iron  somewhat  like  an  S  inserted  in 
tlie  wall.     Over  the  front  door  was  a  free  stone  slab  with  the  initi.ds 

iV  I).  .\.  V.  K. 

cut  in  it,  and  the  front  wall  was  pierced  for  muskets  in  case  of  a  .sudden 
emergency. 
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"  Tlie  front  door  was  ilivided  into  two  lialf  doors.     The  upper  half,  which 
usually   swung  wide  open    in   suMuntT,  had  two  hull's  eyes  of  glass  to  light  tlie 
hall,  and   was  graced   with   a   heavy  brass  knocker,  hrought  from  I.eeuwarden. 
J  he   lower   halt   had  a  heavy  latch.     The  composure  and  coolness  of  the  large 
hall    was  a   delightful    welcome.      In   the  centre   was  the  •  hoist  door,'  through 
which  wheat  was  hoisted  up  by  a  crane,  and  stored  in  the  loft.      Kveiy  hous-  of 
pretension  had  its  co,  kdoft  in  the  steep  roof,  where  tlie  house  slaves  slept,  and 
where  there  was  ample  room  for  storage.     A  little  to  one  side  was  a  staircase 
massive  for  those  days.     Over  the  Iront  door  was  a  shelf  will,  steps  leading  up 
to   It,  where  was   pla,  ed   the   tobacco   bo.x,  alwavs   well  tilled,  and  from  whuh 
guest  or  master  could  help  himself.     'I1,e  rooms  were  all  wainscote.l  to  a  height 
cf  about  three   feel,  except  the  dining-room   which  had  a  chair  board,  runnhig 
about  the  same   height   from   the  floor.      The  windows  were  of  small  diam.uHl- 
shape<l  panes  of  glass  set  in  leaden  frames.      K.ist  India  chint/  calu-o  formed  the 
curtains,  winch   were  put  up  without  cornices.      The  onlv  <  arpet  was  in  the  par- 
lor and   w.is  a  Turkey  carpet.      The  chairs  were  straight  ami  high-backed,  ami 
covered   with   haircloth,  as  was  the  claw-footed   sofa,  ornamented   with    double 
and  triple  rows  of  brass  nails.     .All  the  furniture  was  of  .San  Domingo  mahogany 
nch  .n  color  aiul  .lelicately  marked.     There  was  a  mahog.iny  stand  with  a  t,',,', 
win,  h  turned,  and  a  small   table   will,  claw  feet,  hohi.ng  each  a  ball,  (,n  whi.h 
rested  the  old  Dutrh  llible.      On  the  whitewashed  walls  were  a  lew  din,  portraits 
of  relatives  m   the  Fatherland,  with  an  occasional  gem  ,lone  bv  Frans  Hals  or 
(u-riiar.l  Douw.      0„c  picture  was  noticeable;    it  represents  an  old  man  making 
his  will  just  prior  to  his  death.      It  was  painted  on  glass  an.l  burned  in  ■   an  art 
now  unknown.     The  family  h,,d  I,  st  everything  by  a  terrible  freshet  about  ,660, 
"In.  h  inundated  I'ap.knea  island,  their  lust  home  in  the  new  .settlement,  a  mile 
helow  .Mbany,  and  this  was  one  of  the  i.^v  things  not  swepi  aw.iy.      The  uKs  in 
Ihe  chnmiey  jamb  were  laid  in  cement  made  from  powdered  clam  shells;   ea<l, 
showing  a  scriptural  scene,  and  brought  trom  I.eeuwarden,  Holland.      The  lire- 
j.lace   was  large  enough  to  slan.l  in,  and  its  h,rk,,rv  backlog  was  eiuht  feet  Ion- 
li>e  shovel  and  tongs,  keeping  guard   over  the  brass  llre-do.s  andVender,  came 
"""   Il.iarlein.     (  )ver  the  mantel  was  a  long  glass,  separated  in  three  divisions 

''-'    '"■'■"   ""^  "'"■'■^'"'    '"" '"K.  '>i>d    a   htile  to  one  si.le  hun:;  the  bellows       ( )„ 

each  side  of  the  chiimiey  was  a  sort  of  alcove  with  ben.hes  near  the  windows, 
e  wainscoting,  ihc  p.inehng  about  the  deep  wooden  .seats,  and  the  mantel  were 
an  carve.!.  i  |,c  alcoves  and  woo.lwork  weie  painted  a  bluish-grev  <  olor  I'.e- 
tneen  the  front  win.lows  was  a  s,„nce,  or  oblong  mnror,  of  gro'tescp.e  shape, 
Ji'vided  by  a  gdt  moulding  about  a  toot  ami  a  half  from  the  top,  and  with 
branches  for  candles. 

"The   round    I),u,:h   tea   table,  supported   on   three  .  law-footed  legs,  stood  a 
Ulle  to  one  side,  invitingly  laid  for  tea.     The  linen  cloth  in  the  centre  once  be- 
longed to  ..Vnneka  Jans,  Mrs.   Duow's  great-grandmother,  and  in  the  linen  was 
woven  the  Illustrations  of  the  parable  of  the  loaves  and  fishes.     The  china  was 
of  most  delicate  te.xture,  and  w.is  brought  over  by  C'iptain  Stewart  Dean  on  the 


M 


A  aoDf'ini.i)  OF  WAsniNaroN 


rtturu  from  the  first  trip  iiiailu  to  C'liiiKi  by  ;i.  Albuiiy  sloop.  As  it  was  made 
to  order,  it  had  initials  interwoven  on  it.  The  glass  was  all  cut,  and  of  simple 
design.  There  was  the  massive  tankard  with  the  Schuyler  arms  graven  on  it, 
tile  shell-shaped  sugar  bowl  arranged  for  '  liite  and  stir,'  and  the  noma,  or  sifter 
for  cinnamon  and  sugar,  the  slender  handled  teaspoons,  and  the  shell  handled 
knives.     The  naiikins  were  all  spun  at  home. 

"Then  came  the  living-room  with  its  corner  fireplace.  This  was  where  the 
family  gathered,  and  litre,  when  the  duties  of  the  short  winter  <la)'  were  over, 
Judge  Douw  smoked  his  Holland  pipe,  and  his  good  wife,  by  the  aid  of  the 
glowing  fire  and  the  tallow  di|),  spun  her  linen. 

".\  large,  square,  mahogany  table  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  its  leaves 
letting  down  (or  the  <lay.  In  one  corner  was  the  old  Dutch  clock,  telling  the 
year,  month,  day,  hour,  minute  anil  second,  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  moon, 
and  when  each  hour  struck,  sending  torlli  in  silvery  tones  some  anlii|ue  air.  In 
still  another  corner  was  the  Holland  cupboard,  set  in  the  wall,  with  the  glass 
doors  displaying  the  ex<|uisile  old  china,  especially  that  of  the  favorite  l.owe-  ■ 
slolfe  and  Chinese  makes,  and  the  line  cut  goblets,  with  stems  adorned  with  spi- 
ral threads  of  ojiaipie  glass. 

"  I'ewter  plates,  pi. liters,  dishes  and  mugs,  highly  burnished,  were  in  daily 
use,  and  were  much  valued.  The  old  carved  sideboard  held  the  family  silver, 
beakers,  tankards,  candlesticks  ami  mugs.  And  it  also  had  the  inlaid  mahogany 
bo.Kes  which  contained  the  knives,  A  rks  and  spuons.  .\  cellaret  of  mahogany, 
bound  in  brass,  and  lined  with  metal,  held  the  wine  bottles.  At  one  sitle  was  a 
huge  decanter,  always  filled  with  the  best  of  Jamaica,  or  Santa  Cru/  rum,  and 
beside  it  a  piece  of  cow's  Imrn,  smoothed  on  each  end,  IujHow,  and  tipped  with 
silver,  with  initials  cut  in  the  siile.  'I'his  was  alwa)s  used  to  take  the  nmrniiig 
'  horn,'  and  it  was  followed  by  a  i)inch  of  salt  as  an  appeti/er. 

"  111  another  corner  stood  the  oaken,  iron-ln)und  chest,  briml'ul  of  tine 
linen,  all  spun  at  home.  Just  above  it  hung  a  pipe  case,  with  tlie  drawer  under- 
neath t'cir  tobacco. 

"  R.u  k  of  the  living-room  was  '  the  meister's  bedroom.'  The  principal  piece 
of  furniture  was  the  enormous  bedstead,  the  high  posts  of  which  were  hand- 
somely carved,  aixl  supported  a  canoi)y,  or  tester,  hung  with  dimity,  or  fringed 
chintz  curtains  and  a  fringed  valence  to  match.  A  sacking  bottom  was  pieried 
at  intervals  with  large  holes  worked  with  coarse  linen  thread  in  buttonhole 
stitch.  Through  these  openings  a  stout  rope  was  inserted  and  drawn  around 
the  corresponding  pegs  in  the  bedstead,  and,  on  this  foundation,  great  feather 
beds  of  live  geese  feathers  were  placed.  The  sheets  were  of  heavy  homes[)un 
linen,  the  hemming  being  done  with  fine  linen  thread  which  defieil  the  ravages 
of  time.  The  white  (|nilt  was  a  work  of  art,  so  beautifully  was  it  (piilted,  and 
so  well  were  roses  and  tulips  shown  on  its  surface.  The  pati  h  (luilt,  folded  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bed,  was  a  most  marvelous  affair.  There  was  a  trundle  becl, 
only  about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  which  was  rolled  out  from  under  the  large 
bed  at  night,  and  in  which  the  youngest  children  had  always  slept.      When  all 
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the  children  were  at  liomc  the  pullet  on  tlie  Hour,  the  '  Kcrims  bed  '  was  an  oc- 
casional resort.  The  general  hed  sacks  and  pillows  were  fdle.l  sometimes  with 
hbrous  nnstletoe,  the  down  of  the  cat-tad  ll.ig,  or  pigeon  leathers.  Cotton  from 
the  mdk  weed,  then  called  silk  grass,  was  also  used  for  pdiows  and  cushi>.ns. 

"'I'lie  small  washstand  was  three-cornered,  and  the  ware  on  it  was  dark  blue 
and  white.  There  was  a  bountiful  supply  of  homespun  toweks.  A  lar-e  barrel 
chair,  covered  with  dimity,  stood  by  the  window,  and  a  bright  bra.ss  warming- 
I)an  hung  on  the  wall,  to  warm  the  sheets  on  a  cold  winter's  night.  The  kn-e, 
heavy  mahogany  cradle,  with  a  roof  extending  over  the  head  to  shiekl  the  cinld's 
eyes  Irom  the  lights,  stood  in  the  corner,  its  last  o.  ciipant  now  a  grev-headed 
man,  ^     ' 

"Just  back  of  the  master's  room  was  a  small  library,  or  office,  wliere  was  ar- 
range.l  on  shelves  the  library,  a  good  one  for  those  days,  when  books  were  rarely 
seen  n.  or,linary  iiousehokls.  A  large  mahogany  desk  full  of  i.igeonholes  and 
secret  drawers,  and  tilled  to  overllowing  with  valuable  papers,  together  with  a 
wooden  armchair,  constituted  the  furnishing.  There  was  a  small  room  off  the 
bbrary  will,  two  narrow  windows  and  a  stone  floor.  'I'liis  was  the  dood  kamer 
—dead  chamber— where  the  <lea.l  were  placed  until  the  time  of  the  funeral. 

"Back  of  the  living-room  was  the  pantry,  and  the  kitchen  and  the  slaves- 
quarters  were  in  the  rear.     There  were  one  or  two  half  bedrooms  upstairs 

"  Ihe  iiouse  was  surrounded  by  a  circular  stockade,  twelve  feet  high,  of  while 
oak  posts  pomte,l  and  bolted  to  a  transverse  tind,er,  having  a  gate  pointed  on 
the  upper  and  lower  sides  and  raised  in  a  gallows  frame  by  weiglits. 

"The  family  burying  ground  was  to  the  north  of  the  house;  the  slaves'  to  the 
south. 

"Many  Indim  treaties  were  executed  insi.le  the  stockade  ;  the  Indian  chiefs 
and  their  squaws  sleeping  on  their  buffalo  r„bes  inside,  wlule  their  followers 
sle])t  and  cookeil  on  the  bank  inuler  the  old  trees. 

"  Until  recently  there  could  be  seen  s,.me  holes  in  the  grou.ul  under  the  ol.l 
e  ms  on  the  bank  of  the  river  <,pposite  to  the  old  house.  Lord  Howe's  regiment 
the  Hiy.Mxth.  encamped  on  the  spot  in  175S  on  its  way  t..  the  disastrous  battle 
at  l.conderoga,just  before  which.  Lord  Howe  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  \t 
that  time  there  was  space  enough  between  the  road  and  the  river  to  ac,-omn,o- 
date  the  whole  regiment,  au.i  these  holes  marked  the  places  where  the  .soldiers 
Ijoiled  their  camp  kettles. 

"  Judge  Douw  was  a  tall,  digidfied  man.  six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  .straicht 
as  au  arrow,  aud  very  hand,  me,  with  a  clean  shaven  face,  a  firn,  mouth,  and  a 
piercing  c^e.  1  lo  wore  his  hair  in  a  queue,  the  front  hair  brushed  straight  back 
-"1  l"»vl^Ted.  His  usual  dress  was  a  long-wai.sted  coat  with  .skirts  reaching 
aarly  to  the  ankles,  adorne.l  with  large  silver  buttons  n,ade  of  .Spanish  oins 
knee  breeches,  sdk  stockings,  and  shoes  with  silver  buckles  .set  with  Rhine 
sl^  iJ'H.  A  large  cocked  ha,  completed  the  attire,  He  always  ,:arried  a  sdver- 
h  ad  d  cane.  He  wore  a  turnip  shaped  silver  watch  with  a  heavy  seal,  and  in 
!>'->  pocket  w,,s  his  tobacco  box  of  embosse.l  silver,  on  winch  was  engraved  his 


(iO 


A  (loncim.i)  OF  WAsiiixaiox 


Ji' 


toat  oliiiiiis,  suiTouiulcd  l)y  a  sciull,  ami  on  tlic  icvirsf  was  a  ii'prcseiitalion  of 
'Siisaniiali  and  the  KIdcis  in  the  (iardei).'  lie  also  carried  a  tongue  scraper, 
tooth,  ear  an<l  nail  pick,  all  shnlting  williin  a  guard  or  handle. 

"  lie  was  a  famous  horseman,  even  in  his  old  age,  and  there  was  no  horse  so 
vicious  that  he  was  tniable  to  subdue  him.  Munsell  speaks  of  him  as  '  one  of 
tiie  most  ancient  and  iesi)eclal)le  merchant  jjrinces  of  the  day.' 

"He  (iwned  a  large  nuiiiher  of  slaves  who  were  devoted  to  him,  and  his 
fannly  ;  remaining  in  his  employ  even  when  slavery  was  abolished  in  New  \'ork 
state.  Judge  IJouw's  slave  Dinah  was  one  of  the  girls  who  set  fue  to  ilic  barn 
of  Leonard  (lan.sevoori,  starting  the  conflagration  of  179;}  in  Albany,  and  was 
executed  on  l'inl:ster  lldl;  I'.ct,  a  slave  of  I'hilip  S.  Van  Rensst'laer  being  the 
other  one  inijjlicalcd. 

"Judge  Diiuw  w.is  at  one  lime  (ajilured  by  tlie  lirilish,  and  was  cuntincd  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  (Quebec,  where  he  acipnred  the  I'lench  language,  and  e\er 
after  kept  a  body  servant ;  three  dying  in  his  service,  in  his  ca[)acily  as  ('(in- 
missarv,  he  once  set  out  to  join  the  army  at  Saratoga,  followc<l  by  his  servant, 
'  King  Charles,'  on  hcirseback.  Suddeidy  Charles  appeared  at  llu-  sloe  kade 
loudly  calling  for  admillance,  s.iying  that  his  masler  had  been  captured,  and  he, 
aflcr  li.nil  fighting,  had  appeared  to  lell  the  tale  of  woe.  Hefore  the  lamil)'  li.id 
recovered  from  the  shock  the  master  himself  came  thundering  tip  to  demand 
the  c.iuse  of  (,'harles'  flight.  It  seems  that  the  old  negro  saw  some  distance 
back  of  his  master  the  sumac,  (jr  Indian  salt,  waving  in  the  wind,  and  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  the  red  feather  of  the  enemy,  he  lied  in  dismay  and  had  toM  the 
tale  of  capture  to  clear  himself  from  ( owardice. 

"As  .M.iyor  ot  .\lbany,  Judge  of  the  (!ourl  of  Cominiin  I'leas,  Member  of 
Assembly,  Senator,  and  \'ice  President  of  the  I'irst  Trovincial  Congress,  bis 
circle  of  friends  was  large,  and  all  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  day  were 
visitors  at  the  I  loeck. 

"  Well  known  tor  his  successful  negotiations  with  the  Six  Nations  and  other 
Indian  tribes,  he  was  an  intimate  friend  of  all  the  Indian  cliiels,  and  ]ieiha])s 
knew  Red  J.icket  as  well  as  did  any  white  man.  The  Six  Nations,  on  tiie 
death  of  a  lavorite  daughter,  sent  him  a  bell  ol  condolence  to  show  iheir 
sympathy. 

"  As  t^'ommissioner  of  Indian  Aff.iirs,  he  was  brought  into  intinuile  relations 
with  the  various  tribes,  ;ind  the  most  friendly  intercourse  existed  between  them. 
The  various  chiefs  and  their  retainers  made  two  visits  each  year  to  the  I  loeck  to 
have  a  talk  with  '  the  llcer  and  his  friends  and  smoke  the  pipe  (jf  peace.'  At 
one  of  these  meetings,  at  a  convivial  supjier,  Cicneral  Schuyler,  who  was 
present,  olfered  to  bet  a  large  sum  that  the  horse  he  rode  in  coming  to  the  fi-ast 
could  outrun  a  fimoiis  horse  named  Sturgeon,  belonging  to  \'olckeri  I',  I  )ouw, 
which,  in  his  day,  had  won  many  a  purse  for  his  masler.  It  was  in  midwinter, 
but  the  ice  was  very  slushy,  owing  to  heavy  rains.  However,  liie  Indians  and 
negroes  soon  cleared  a  place  on  the  ice,  and  stretched  theinsel\-es,  with  lanterns, 
all  across  and  down  the  centre  of  the  river,  and  the  race  was  run,  old  Sturueon 
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ciiiniiij;  (Mil  ;iliiM(l  .iniiil  the  yi'lls  .iiid  sIkmiIs  ct  while  iiirii,  Indian'-  and  Mi'gnics, 
'  Knl^  CIkhIis'  of  I'lnkstor  Cimc  liuiiig  his  iick'i-, 

"Mrs.  DoMwdicd  Juni'  i.jih,  1794,  and  the  hsi  <. I  persons  inviitd  to  lur 
fiMicral  shinvs  .ill  the  iiroininfiit  names  of  the  <hiy. 

"Jiid.ue  Dc.iiw  died  Maieh  jolh,  iSoi,  and  was  laid  liy  Ins  wile's  side  al 
U'oiven  lliiec  k.  A  ke^  dl"  wine  was  si)i(:e(i  and  prepared  during;  his  life  and 
under  his  own  direction,  for  this  event,  on  the  oc.asion  of  which  the  quests 
imhihed  so  freely  that  they  had  to  he  <arried  home  on  o\  sleds. 

"'An  iiprii^lil  man,  and  a  tnie  jjatriot  has  this  day  gone  to  his  rest,  and  his 
son  has  inherited  iill  his  father's  \  irtnes.'  wrote  an  old  lesiilent  of  Alhaiiy,  and 
it  may  he  added  that  his  life  illustrated  Ins  hehel  that  '  ( )nr  (  onntry's  welfare  is 
our  first  concern,  and  who  i)roves  thai  hesl  proves  his  duty.'  " 

liy  his  gieal-granddanyhter,  M.\i;\   L.wm.w  Dutw  Fi-kuis. 


DOUW  ARMS. 
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"WEnexl  find  liim,"  contimies  Kent,  "  under  the  title  uf  Colonel  Schuyler  in 
company  will)  his  compatriot,  (leorge  Clinton,  in  the  year  1768  on  the  tloor  of 
tlie  House  of  Assembly,  taking  an  active  share  in  all  their  vehement  dis(  iissions. 
He  was  elected  a  member  for  the  city  and  <  ounty  of  Albany  and  he  continued 
a  member  until  the  colonial  legislature  in  April,  1775,  terminated  its  existence 
forever.  A  seat  in  the  Assembly  at  that  day,  was  very  important,  and  an  evi- 
dence of  character  as  well  as  influence,  inasmncli  as  the  members  were  few,  and 
clxjsen  exclusively  by  freeholders,  and  held  their  seats  for  seven  years.  The 
services  which  Colonel  .Schuyler  rendered  in  that  station  and  the  talents,  zeal, 
and  intrei)idity  which  he  displayed  in  asserting  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Colonies,  and  in  resisting  the  claims  of  the  British  I'arliament,  and  of  the 
(olonial  governor  and  council,  may  be  considered  as  having  laid  the  solid 
foundation  for  those  marks  of  distinguished  honor  and  confidence  which  his 
countrymen  were  afterward  so  prompt  to  bestow.  The  majority  of  the  .Assembly 
were  favorable  to  the  interest  of  the  crown,  and  they  conliiuially  checked  the 
bcild  measiues  of  the  whigs  in  their  determined  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the 
parent  power.  .\  very  difficidt,  arduous,  and  responsible  duty  was  nnposetl  upon 
Colonel  Schuyler  and  his  leading  associates,  which  were  in  the  minority.  It 
was  in  the  closing  scenes  of  that  body,  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1775,  amid 
the  expiring  struggles  of  that  ministerial  party  to  uphold  the  tottering  fabric  of 
the  British  colonial  administration,  that  the  zeal,  talents  and  firmness  of  the 
minority  shone  with  the  brightest  lustre.  None  of  them  were  tobe  overawed  or 
seduced  from  a  bold  and  determined  defence  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Colonies,  and  of  an  adherence  to  the  letter  and  sjiirit  of  the  councils  of  the  union. 
The  struggle  in  the  House  of  the  .Assembly  between  the  Ministerial  and  the 
Whig  parties,  was  brought  to  a  crisis  in  the  months  of  February  and  Marcii,  and 
HI  that  memorable  contest  Philip  Schuyler  and  George  ('linton,  together  with 
Nathaniel  \Vf)odhull  of  Long  Island,  and  Colonel  Philip  Livingston,  gained 
strength  by  defeat,  and  arose  with  increasing  vigor  suitable  to  the  difficulties 
and  solemnities  of  the  crisis. 

"  On  the  vL  "f"  March,  Colonel  Schuyler  moved  declaratory  resolutions  that 
the  act  4.  George  III.,  iui|)osing  duties  for  raising  a  revenue  in  .America,  and 
fi)r  endnig  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  courts,  and  for  depriving  bis  m.aj- 
esty's  subjects  in  .America  of  trial  by  jury,  and  for  holding  u]i  an  injurious  dis- 
crimination between  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  those  of  the  Colonies, 
were  great  grievances.  The  government  party  seem  to  have  fled  the  (piestion, 
and  to  have  left  in  the  House  only  the  scanty  number  of  nine  members,  and  the 
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resolutions  were  carried  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  two  ;  but  their  opponents  ini- 
mediatelyrallied,  and  eleven  distinct  divisions,  on  different  motions  were  after- 
ward taken  in  tlie  conrse  of  that  day,  and  entered  on  the  journal,  and  they  re- 
lated to  all  the  nioiiientous  points  then  in  controversy  between  (Jreat  15ritain  anil 
tlie  United  States.  It  was  a  sharp  and  Iiard-fought  contest  for  fundamental 
lirincii)lcs  ;  and  a  more  solemn  and  eventful  never  happened  on  the  lloor  of  a 
deliberate  assembly.  'J'he  IIou.se  consisted  on  that  day  of  twenty-four  members, 
and  the  ministerial  majority  exactly  in  the  ratio  of  two  to  one.  The  resistance 
(if  the  House  was  fairly  broken  down,  and  essentially  controlled  by  the  efforts 
of  the  minority  and  liie  energy  of  [)ublic  opinion. 

"'I'hese  were  the  last  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Vork,  whicii  now  closed  its  existence  foiever.  More  perilous  scenes,  and 
new  and  brigiiter  paths  of  glory,  were  opening  upon  the  vision  of  those  illustri- 
ous patriots." 

UNPUIil.l.SUKI)  Lin-IKK. 

"  .\l.nANV,  March  Ttli,  1708. 
"  Dkar  Sn(  : 

"  I  tliaiiU  ycm  fur  your  vury  friendly  IcHcr  uf  Hit-  22il,  nil.,  and  your  kind  (.fnci's. 

"  V(Hi  do  not  ttdl  me  whether  you  intend  to  he  in  the  House  or  send  another  for  ihe  Manor. 
I  have  a  paiticnhir  reason  to  wish  the  fornier  It  will  not  he  liard  to  jjues,  when  I  U  II  you 
that  Mr.  Ten  ICyeU  and  myself  have  l.een  nnanimonsly  ele.led.  I  couM  wisli  to  borrow  I'art 
of  that  knowledge  in  pul.lic  affairs,  whicli,  in  the  course  of  many  years'  experience  jo-.  .  i  to  a 
luxuriant  genius  you  have  acpiired  j  in  following  such  a  ^uide  I  should  be  in  no  an^er  of 
losing  myself  in  the  political  labyrinth.  Mr.  Jacobus  Myndertse  comes  for  .Schenectady  Mr 
Al.ram  Ten  IJroeck  for  the  Manor  of  Rensselaer,  and  Robert  K.  I.ivinfislon  for  I  .utchess 
County.  ShouM  I  not  have  Ihe  pleasure  of  seenif;  yon  al  the  Sessions,  I  shall  do  n.vself  the 
pleasure  t..  call  on  you  at  my  return.  The  whole  <,f  this  fnnilv  join  me  in  regards  to  you  an.l 
yours.  Col.  I'.radstreet  be^s  his ;  he  wishes  with  me  to  have  the  jdcasure  of  y,uM- company 
the  ensuing  spring  or  suunner. 

"  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  very  alVectionatcly, 
"  \  our  kinsman  and  obedient  ser\ant, 

■•1 If  Vkk  IYan.k,  Es.,.,  "  I'm.  Schuyler. 

"  At  his  seat  in  the  Manor  of  CorlliiiuU." 


Colonel  Schuyler's  position  in  the  .Assembly  during  the  closing  years  of  the 
colonial  period  was  a  delicate  one  in  respect  to  the  representatives  of  the 
Crown.  He  was  closely  allied  by  blood  with  the  rich  and  powerful  family  of 
l)e  Lancey,  and  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  both  Governor  Moore  and 
L.eutenaut-Governor  Colden.  H.  J.  l,ossing  writes  in  his  life  of  Schuyler  : 
"Yet  m  ;his  as  in  all  similar  contingencies  of  liis  public  life,  Schuyler  did  not 
allow  friendships  to  interfere  with  his  duty  to  his  country.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  session  of  176.;,  a  long  memorial  from  merchants,  traders,  and  others  con- 
cerned  in  or  affected   by  the   Indian  trade  addressed  to   Jacob  Ten  Kyck  and 
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Pliilip  Scluiylcr,  rcpresontatives  liir  tlic  riiy  and  county  of  Alluny,  J,  hiis 
Myn.lert,  rcpu'sentativc  of  the  township  of  Schcncclady,  and  Abralian.  'W-w 
Hroeck  and  Rolu-it  Livingston,  nincscntativcs  nspLxttiilly  of  thf  Manors  of 
Rensselaer  and  Livingston,  was  presente.l,  in  whu  h  the  memorialists  alter 
expressing  their  satisfaction  iiecanse  the  governt.r  had  reconnnended  the  passage 
of  an  act  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  set  forth  their  views,  based  upon 
stated  facts  and  concinsions.  This  memorial  was  referred  to  a  < ommiltee  of  the 
Assembly,  of  which  Colonel  Schuyler  was  chairman,  and  on  the  lolh  of  .M;iy  he 
presented  a  rep,,rt  on  the  subject,  (  aretully  drawn  by  his  own  hand.  'i'lKit 
re|)ort  from  its  completeness  an.l  valuable  suggestions,  excited  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  and  Colonel  Schuyler  and  Mr.  I)e  Lancey  were  inslruded  to  iMepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  Indian  trade.  That  bill  soon 
became  a  law,  and  the  regulations  adopted  under  it  were  in  operation  luud  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  change  in  the  relative  position  of  all 
parties  concerned  was  effected  by  the  war." 
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Auril,  1825,  :i,m-'(l  full V- five.  AiujIIrt  (laiiL;lit<.T  niairicd  Colonel  \'aii  f.  rllaiidt 
anil  ilicil  in  iHii.  An  oration  on  his  death  was  ilulivcred  by  Coviriioi  Moms. 
01"  his  energy  and  decision  the  following  arc  instances.  At  conclusion  of  the 
war,  when  a  Hrilisli  oUicer  was  iilaced  on  a  cart  in  the  cily  of  New  \drU,  to  he 
tarred  and  feathered,  he  rushed  in  among  the  mob  and  rescued  ihe  sutlerer 
During  ihe  raging  of  what  was  called  the  D.k  tor's  mob,  when  in  consciueix  e  of 
the  disinterment  of  some  bodies  for  dishcilion,  the  houses  of  the  phv>;;cians  were 
in  danger  of  being  pulled  (U)wn,  he  called  out  ihe  mililia  and  .luelled  ihe  turbu- 
lence. '  The  following  is  an  instance  of  the  skill,  with  wliicli  he  diverled  alleii- 
tion  from  his  growing  infirmities.  On  a  visit  t..  I'ltlsheld,  as  he  was  rising  fr<.m 
the  table  in  his  old  ago,  he  fell,  but  was  caught  by  a  la.ly  sitting  next  I<i  him. 
'   riuis,'   said   he,  •  shoidd  I  ever  wish  to  fill  into  the  hands  of  the  ladies.'      Vuv 

nianv  veais  he  suffered  much  by  the  rheiimalism." 

•   '  l!y  .\.  1'.  .\ri  IN. 

General  I'ierre  Van  Cortlandl,  born  .Vugust  29111,  1 762,  married  Catharine 
Clinton,  the  eldest  .l.inghter  of  Ceorge  Clinton.  The  two  portraits  in  crayons, 
here  repr.  .diu  <-il,  of  Coveriior  tMiiitoii  .iiid  his  wife,  by  .^l.  .Meiioll  \'alilevieu,\, 
are  now  hanging  on  the  walls  of  the  old  Van  Corllaiidl  man..r  house. 

The  two  following  letters  have  never  before  appeared  in  iirint. 

••  Vi  w    \\|NI'»il;,  Marcli  5II1.  17S1. 

••  Ml,.  W.vsluiit;!.!!!.  Mi>.  Il.iniilinii,  Mr-.  I'.nhr.ni,  \  ynir  liiiinl.K-  Mivant  \m11  iln  (,m-.olves 
tlic  1'IlmsUix-  ..f  dining  «itli  yiiu  m  ll.iy.  Tlu'  uiicertaimy  of  cm  ^tiiig  mil,  willi  the  Dilli 
cnliy  .)f  cro.,Mii-  IIr-  Kivor  i.n;veiiU-il  .111  e.irlicr  nulilir.Uiuii.  It  is  pinliahlr  wi-  sliall  not  he 
al.lo  to  ix'.uli  l'.mt;likrL-|.-ic   hctorc  four  ..'clo,!;  \  |.,..|u„e  lalon-  u|.  our  i>n:uwt>  tliuiv  for  llu- 

Niglit. 

"  1  am  M.hlain  N  0111  ino^t  olit--i|i 

"  ,V  very  liiinil'lv  m'I"' 

"    |ri||\     (    01   |1K.\N. 

"  Mus.  Cl  INT.'S." 

Molm   C.H-luan   wa~   at    tin-   lime,  Siirgeoii-Gciieral  of  1!r-  Army,  .n,  tin  1760,  lia.l  inarrioa 

tlio  only  »i--U-r  orticncial  Scliuylur.) 

"  I'.iKi  I  i',-.ir,  l.ui'v,  :i',  17S2. 

"  KrvtiPiiil  Sir 

■•  I  liavf  been  duly  favored  willi  your  lelier  of  llie  .;d  in^lant  ana  ivlnin  \uii  my  wannest 
tlMiiUs  for  llie  Counnunicalioii  as  tile  I  nleliiRencc  it  cunlains  will  lielp  to  nniavel  a  Seene  of 
Iiii'iuily  in  the  peifeet  Kno»  ledge  of  wliieh  tlie  Safely  of  llu-  Stale  is  materially  concerned.  I 
sliall  be  under  llie  Neeessily  of  making  public  Use  of  llie  contents  of  it  but  will  be  inirticulady 
careful  to  conceal  such  I'arts  of  it  and  use  il  in  su.  h  a  Manner  as  not  to  discover  llie  fliatinel 
thro,  whicli  the  Inlelligencc  i.s  derived.      I  have  llie  liomu-  In  be 

o  with  llie  most  perfect  Kespect  S: 

"  Ksteem  your  most  obi  ser' 

"  (ilA).  (,'l.INTON. 
"Rfv,  Urick,   KoMKVNR." 


(  i.! 


uM 


MRS.    CLINTON. 


(.fiti'fdy) 


i 
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inM  nr(ui;.\0T  I'Amii.v  of  i.k  i.ancf.v 

"The    „a,,u.    „r  ,lns    anccni   lam.ly,   aiuK'ntly   .p,.lK.,|    •  l.anri.'   ami   later 
I-ancy     n,   Ha,u-c,  uas  anglici.ol  l,y  Kncnnc  ,1c  I.an.y  u„  hang  Hcni/cniml 
lint.sh  subject   ,n    .  .86.  aftc,- wh.ch   tunc    he  ahvavs  w,.,„c  Ins  nan,c  Su,.l,c 
■io    l,a„ccy-,hus    n,sut,ng    an    -c'    ,n    the    tinal    syllable.      The   •  .le  '    ,     , 
unluiaiy  I'len.  h  pieli.x,  .ienoting  nobility. 

•••n.e  Se^neur  Jac,,uns  (Jau.es)   de   i.anccy.   above   nan.e.l,   second  son   of 
U  uN^s  de  l.ncey,     „h  X  ,conue  de  Laval  e.  .le  Nouvion,  was  the  ancestor  of 
the    Huguenot    branch,    the   only   e.v,stn,g   one   of  th.s    fnndv.      llis   son     t   1 
Se„neur  Jao.ues  de  Fancy  of  Caen,  nuuned  M.ngne.ae  lle.tn.nd.  .laug    „   J 
'   -e   Hertrand   ot   Caen,  by  h,s  tnst  wi.e.  the   I,en,o,selle   Fuel,     nd   h         ^l 
nUhen.  a   son    Ftienne   (o,-  .Stephen)  .le  Fancey.  bon,  at  Caen,  October    4, 
..,,  and  a  daughter    the  ui.e  of  John   Harbar.e.      On  the  Revocation  of    l. 
■d       <,.    Nantes.   .Stephen   de   Fancey   was  one  of  these  who,   stripped  of 
est  tes.  tied    n.„  persecution-leaving  h,s  aged  nu.ther.  then  a  wu  ow    n,  c 
cea  nent  atC  aen.  he  escaped  .0  Holland,  where,  renu.ninga  short  tin,;  1 

ced  d  to  Fngl.nui.  and  taking  out  letters  of  den.at.on  as  an  lOnglish  s   bject  U 
;-  -'.  -'  the   .oth   of  .NF.rch.  ,686.  he  s.uled   tor  New  Vork' whe        e 
ZtZ:;'  y     "•  J;'"f  "'--'«■      ".,e  w„h  three  hundred  pounds  Me    n^. 

.    uk.d  ,n  n.ercant    e  pursuU.s.      liy  nulustry  and  s.r.ct  appbcation  to  business 

1.    beca.ne  a  successtul  n.erchant  and  auussed  a  large  tortunl.      .  le  was     Z2 

s.en.e     and  nnb.ent.al  n,an.  and  held,  through  al,  h,s  b^,  honorabl    ^. 

u       „       ,e  councds  o,   the  c„v    as  well  as  in  the  Representative  A.ei    lllv 

he       oMiue.      He  was  elected  alderman  of  the  west  ward  of  the  city,  live  v'e  ,rs 

....';  J™ ";::;;;;:::';  r;r:n;'-,t'7' -" '" ' 

"'" H,j;^r;,:';t ':,:::tt^::-'':^:"T -'"v? 

":;ri:;' ,:::';:;::  ::":;■■• "r ''■■-.-;;^:^»-;rH: : 

7, --""-;;;;:;;:H::;::::^"s';;::::''^;';::r,,--»: 
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•••  Niir  \'iiKK,  If  ^7  Jiilicl,  i6yi. 
'"  MoNs.  Al.l  AIKF. : 

"' Monsieur  Nolri'  Amy  Moiis.  lidiilicilcv,  avaiit  cli'  iiarlir  inc  iluiiru'Ki  imlio  i|u'cn  cas 
qiiil  vinssc  a  mourir  il  soil  fail  ilomiation  dc  scs  lerrcs  ii  sa  lilluule  vulii;  lillc,  Sy  vims  ]juuvi-z 
fairc  ciiicli|iie  Ilcnc-ticc  iles  ilils  lerrcs.  Soil  a  Coiii)er  dcs  arlircs  mi  a  faire  ill's  foiiis  sur  Ics 
prairies  voiis  le  pouves  a  rcxcluslon  ile  i|ui  i|Ufst'  soil,  Je  siiis. 

'"  Molls,  voire  In-  luinilile  ^er\i(iiir, 

"  •  IvriKNM-:  HI.   I.ANLi  V. 
"  '  Cell  esl  la  verelable  eo|i|iie  <le  I'ori^inal.' 

"  He  was  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Ciiiirch,  ,\uw  Vork  at  llie  tiinc  of  liis  death, 
in  1741.  He  marrieil  Jaiuiary  231!,  1700,  .\nne  \'an  Conlaiidt  (whose  ninther 
was  a  Schuyler,  aiul  whose  family  was  then  one  of  ihe  most  o|iulent  and  exleii- 
sive  in  the  Province).  Stephen  de  l.ancey  at  his  death  in  1741,  left  issue  sur- 
viving, James,  Peter,  Stephen,  John,  Oliver,  Susan  and  .\nne.  (Jf  these  sons 
Stei)hen  and  John  died  bachelors.  Susan  married  .Admiral  Sir  I'eter  Warren,  and 
Anne  the  Honorable  John  Watts  of  New  Vnrk.  'I'he  eldest  son,  James  de  l.aii- 
<:ey,  a  man  of  great  talent,  was  born  in  the  City  of  New  \  ork,  27tli  of  November, 
170J,  and  received  liis  education  at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  England. 
He  was  a  fellow-commoner  of  Corpus  Christi  College  (where  he  w:is  styled  the 
'handsome  American')  and  studied  law  in  the  temple.  In  1725,  he  returned 
to  New  Vork,  and  on  the  decease  of  John  Barbaric,  his  uncle  by  marriage,  was 
appointed  by  George  H.  to  succeed  him  in  the  Provincial  Council.  He  took  his 
seat  at  the  board,  January  29,  1729,  and  held  it  to  April  9,  1733,  when  lie  was 
appointed  ("hief  Justice  of  New  Vork,  and  continued  so  the  remainder  of  his 
lite.  If  1753,  on  the  accession  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  as  Covernor,  in  the 
place  of  Ceorge  Clinton,  he  received  the  conunission  of  lieutenant-governor, 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  him  in  1747  by  (leorge  II.  and  had  been  kejit 
back  by  Clinton  until  this  time.  The  oatli  of  office  was  administered  October 
i°i  I753'  ^'"-'  t>'>iKieal  death  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  by  suicide  two  daysafter- 
ward,  occasioned  the  elevation  of  Mr.  de  l.ancey  to  the  gubernatorial  chair, 
which  he  o(  cupied  till  the  2d  of  September,  1755,  when  the  new  governor. 
Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy  arrived,  who  administered  the  gnveriiment  till  the 
2(1  of  July,  1757.  Preferring  a  naval  command  Hardy  resigned,  and  sailed  in 
the  expedition  to  Louisburgh,  and  .Mr.  de  Lancey  again  look  the  reins  of  guvern- 
ment. 

"The  ministry  of  England  wished  to  keep  the  command  of  .New  N'mk  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  de  l.aiuey,  but  it  was  then,  as  it  is  to  this  day,  a  rule  of  the  iMig- 
lish  (lovermnent  never  to  appninl  a  native  colonist  to  the  supreme  ciiinnialid 
over  his  own  colony.  To  elfei  t  their  object  in  this  case  without  viol.iting  their 
rule,  they  decided  not  to  ajipoint  any  new  governor  as  long  as  .Mr.  de  l.ancey 
lived  ;  he  therefore  remained  the  Governor  of  New  \"ork  under  his  ci  nimission 
of  lieutenant  governor  until  his  death,  S(jme  three  years  afterward,  on  the  30th 
of  July,  I  760. 

"  On  the  19th  of  June,  1754,  Governor  de  l.ancey  cnuvened  and  pn^ided  over 
the  celebrated  Congress  of  .\lbany,  the  first  Congress  ever  held  in  .Xnicrica,  over 
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wliich  lie  presiileil.  This  was  a  Congress  uf  ilt'le^ates  from  all  tlie  Colonics, 
which  the  home  j,'overnmenl  directed  the  (lovernor  (;!"  New  V'ork  to  ludd,  for  the 
purpose  of  conciliating  the  Indian  nations  wiiu  were  invited  to  attend  it ;  of  re- 
newing the  covenant  i  hain  and  attaching  them  more  closely  to  the  liritisli  in- 
terest, and  comprising  all  tiie  |)njvinces  in  (jne  general  treaty  to  he  made  with 
them  ill  the  Ring's  name,  and  for  no  other  pur])ose.  Speeches  aiul  presents 
were  made  to  the  Indians  who  promised  to  do  all  that  was  asked  of  them,  liiil 
no  formal  treaty  whatever  was  concluded.  The  Congress  voted  insteaii,  that 
the  delegation  from  each  colony  except  New  York,  shonid  appoint  one  of  their 
mnnlier,  who  together  should  he  a  commillee  to  digt^t  a  jilan  for  a  general  uiiicMi 
of  all  the  Colonies. 

"The  choice  of  the  New  N'oik  committeeman  was  left  to  Ooveiiior  de  I.an- 
cey,  who,  acting  most  impartially,  appointed  his  political  o|)poi)eiit,  William 
Smith,  lisij.,  the  elder.  Tliis  movement,  which  was  not  within  the  objects  of 
the  Congress  as  delined  in  the  letter  of  the  lioard  of  Traile  aliovt  mentioned,  re- 
sulted in  the  adopting  of  u  plan  of  tniioii  to  be  made  by  an  act  of  Parliament, 
whicli,  after  the  provisions  were  resolved  on,  was  jnit  into  form  by  Henjaiuin 
Franklin,  who  was  a  deleg.ue  from  I'ennsyKania,  and  which  was  not  decided 
upon,  but  merely  sent  to  the  dilTerent  provinces  for  consideration. 

"  Before  the  motion  for  the  appointment  of  this  committee  was  made,  Oover- 
lior  de  Lancev,  being  in  favor  of  the  Colonies  iiniling  for  their  own  defence, 
proposed  the  building  and  maintaining,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Colonies,  of 
a  chain  of  forts  covering  their  whole  exposed  frontier,  and  some  in  the  Indian 
country  itselt'.  lint  this  plan,  like  the  other,  was  without  eflect  upon  the  Con- 
gress; for,  as  he  tells  us  himself,  '  they  seemed  so  fully  persuaded  of  the  back- 
wardness of  the  several  asr  'mblies  to  (  ome  into  joint  and  vigorous  measures  that 
tliey  were  unwilling  to  enter  u|)on  the  consideration  of  the  matteis.'  His  idea 
seems  to  have  been  for  a  practical  union  cjf  the  Colonies  for  their  defence  to  be 
made  by  themselves  ;  whilst  that  of  the  commiltees,  who  despaired  of  a  voluntary 
union,  was  for  a  consolidation  of  the  Colonies  to  be  enforced  by  an  act  of  I'ar- 
liament.  Neither  plan,  however,  met  with  favor  in  any  ipiarler,  and  the  Con- 
gress effected  little  but  the  conciliation  of  the  Indians. 

"In  the  autumn  of  i  754,  the  governor  suugesteil  to  the  assembly  the  system 
of  settling  lands  in  townsliips  instead  of  patents,  a  measure  which,  being  p.issed 
by  them,  rapidly  increased  the  jiopulation,  and  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

"  On  the  51st  of  ( )iiober,  1754,  Cmvernor  de  l.ancey  signed  and  ])assecl  the 
charter  of  Kiiii^'s  (  now  Columbia  1  college,  in  spile  of  the  long  and  bitter  oppo- 
sition of  the  I'resbyteri.ins,  led  by  Mr.  William  Livingston.  So  dec  ided  were 
they  against  the  Episciojialians  at  this  time,  and  so  determined  were  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Livingston  to  break  down  the  college,  that,  though  signed  and  sealed, 
the  charter  was  not  delivered  in  consecpieiice  of  the  clamor,  till  .May  7th,  1755, 
when,  after  an  address,  Ciovernor  de  l.ancey  |)resented  it     1  the  trustees  in  form. 

"  No  .'\iiierican  had  gre.iter  influence  in  the  colonies  than  James  de  l.ancey. 
Circumstances,  it  is  true,  aided  in  raising  him  to  this  elevation — such  as  educa- 
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lion,  coiiia'clions,  wcallli,  ami  liis  liii;li  Loiistivalivf  priii('i|>lis  ;  Iml  lie  owed  as 
iiimli  ti)  personal  (|ualitit's,  perhaps,  as  to  all  other  causes  innied.  ( lay,  \viii\ ,  easy 
of  access,  and  frank,  he  was,  personally,  ihe  most  juipular  ruler  the  l'ro\  iiu  e  evei 
possessed,  <'veii  when  dr.iwing  tightest  the  ri'ins  of  government. 

'•  rin'  ilealli  of  ('i(i\(tnor  James  de  l,an(  ey,  which  look  pLu  e  on  the  50th  of 
July,  i7()o,  was  an  event  which  had  a  great  inllnence  in  the  affairs  of  the 
I'mvince.  He  was  found  e\piring  u|ion  that  morning,  sealed  in  his  (hair  in  his 
library,  too  l.ile  lor  niedualaid.  ills  luneial  look  i)l.u  e  on  the  evening  ol  the 
jist  of  |ul\,  17(10.  The  body  was  deposited  in  his  f.imilv  vault,  in  the  midille 
aisle  of  Trinity  I'hurch,  the  funeral  service  being  perloinied  by  the  Rev.  Mi. 
Harclay,  in  great  m.ignilicence  ;  the  buildnig  was  splendidly  illumin.iled.  'Ihe 
accounts  of  the  fiuieral  and  the  proi cssiiui  from  his  house  in  llie  liowery  to  the 
chiiri  1),  filleil  columns  of  the  papers  of  the  day. 


"  J, lines  de  l,aii<  t'y  m.iiricd  as  above  sl.ited,  Anne,  eldest  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  the  1  loiiorable  (  aleb  I  leatlu ote,  1  .ord  of  the  Manor  ot  Si  arsdale.  By 
her,  he  li.ul  four  sons;  Inst,  James;  second,  Ste|>lien  ;  third,  llcathcote;  foiirlli, 
John  I'eler  ;  and  four  daughters  ;  lust,  M.ii  v,  u  ile  of  Willi. 1111  W'.dliui,  who  died  111 
1  7(17  ;  second,  Siis.miiah,  born  iSlli  of  iNovtinber,  i  7,57,  died  a  spinsler  in  181 5  ; 
third,  Anne,  born  in  1 7.(Ci,  and  diid  in  1S17,  who  maiiied  Tlioni.is  Jones, 
Jusliie  of  the  .'Supreme  Court  of  New  \'oik,  aulhor  of  the  llistory  of  New  \'oik 
during  the  Kevolulionaiy  War;  and  iM.iitha,  who  died  a  spinster,  aged  ni;ie 
teeu,  ill  I  7(19. 

"  J, lines  do  I„iii<e\',  the  eldest  son  of  llie  l.ieiitenant-Ciovernor,  born  in 
17;.;,  w.is  the  head  of  the  politic. il  iiail\-,  (.died  by  his  name,  from  his  lalhei's 
de.ith  to  the  Revolnlioii  and  its  le.ider  in  llie  .Assembly  of  the  l'ro\iii(e.  lie 
married  August  l7lh,  1771,  Maig.iiet  .\lleii,  of  I'hiladelphia,  daughter  of 
\\'illi,im  .Alien,  Chief  Jiisliie  of  I'eiinsylvani.i,  uliose  sister  was  the  wite  of  (iov 
enior  John  I'eiiii  of  lh.it  provini  e.  'Ihe  l.ile  Mrs.  I  larrj-  W.iller  Livingston 
(born  .M.iiy  .\llcii)  who  died  in  1S55,  w.is  a  niece  of  these  two  sisters.  J.imes 
de  l.aiucy  h.id  two  sons,  Ch.irles,  in  e.iily  life  a  lirilisli  naval  oflicer,  and  James, 
I.ieuleli.Mit  ( 'oloiiel  of  the  I'ilst  I)iagoon  (iiiards;  bolli  died  bai  Ik  lois,  the  lor 
mer  .M.iy  dlli,  iS|o,  and  the  1. liter  iM.iy  2()th,  1S57;  and  three  daughters, 
.M.irg.iiel,  m.iiried  July  1  71I1,  1  79.1,  Sir  Jiikes  CiranviUe  (  litloii  Jiikes,  ILii  1. ,  and 
died  |ulie  iilh,  iSo.(,  without  le,i\ing  children;  .\iiua  and  .Siis.in,  who  both 
died  spinsters,  the  first,  August  loth,   1S51,  and  the  last  April  7th,   |K()6. 

"Stephen,  the  second  son  of  1  .ieiilenani  Ciovernor  de  I.ancey,  was  the  pro 
])rielor  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  North  .S.ihan,  in  this  county  ( Weslchcslei  ) 
wiiii  h  (line  to  his  father  as  i)art  of  his  share  in  the  M.iiior  of  Corllaiidt,  wliiih 
town  Stephen  de  I  ,ance\'  sellled.  He  built  a  large  double  (Iwelling,  which  he 
subsc(|uenllv  gave  lo  llie  town  lor  .111  ac  .ideinv,  which  is  still  in  exisleiu  c.  lie 
married    llann.ih    Sackctt,   of  Crom    I'oiid,   and    died    without    issue    M.iy   6lh, 
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,;^^;„,'.'""'*'""''  "'^'  """'  ^ f  "-  '■'-'--•  <=-.,.„.„•.  .1..1  joun,,  lK.<.„c 

'■  ■' '   '''''V    '•'•.  '■•"•"■^■-  ""■  •"•'"l>  -"'  "'■  l.i.'nl..n,nu  (Governor  .!.•  Luury 

was  l,o,„   n,  ,lK.  n,y  o.   Nov  ^.„k.  July  ,5.1,.  .75.^.  -ui  .linl  a,  Man.an,,,...    ' 

.Ianna,.y  ,o,l,    kS.V      He  .as  c ,„. ,  „,.,,..„.  Sd.o.,!  in  ,.;,„l,n„l.  an.la,  ,„ 

n.i   .a,y  s.  ,„ol  a,  CocmuvuI,.      i„    ,;;.    h.  ..n„.,-...l  „„...,„,,,,  ,,„„,\,,  ,„,,,; 
ami  M.v..,l   ,„,  „,   ,lu.   rank   ..f  ,,,|„.n„  ,n  H,.  ,S,1,  or  |<„yal  IrisI,  K.^nnrn,  .,.' 

'"'"•,.    ""  "■^'''  ''^''l'  f'"-  ^'  """■  '•>•  M«'al  luanussu naj„r  oIUk.  IVunsylvania 

l.oyahsls,  (•(.mniandnl  l,y  Colonel  Willi'ini  Allfn. 

,  ;■  "••  '•'•'■'•'^.■••'l  "'<■  n.MUnW  vsVMcs  of  Ins  nu.llu.r.  i„  ,1,,.  ,M,uu,r  ol  S,  .n•s- 
.  ■•  ,  an.^  Imvu,^  n.mrd  Iron,  a  nnlHary  IH..  mm  7S,  u.,nn,nho  Ann..,,  a  and  ,..- 
.1.1  a,  Mamaron...  ,  „..  i.nil,  a  n.  „•  hons..  s.ill  s,a,ul,n,  on  I  l..a,l,..o,o  11,11. 
tin  s,,..  o  K,an.l(a,l,n-  I  I..a,luo,..'s  „va,  l.i.k  n.anor  hons.,  wln.-|,  was  a,- 
...UMMallyl,un,ols..v,MMl  years  |,nor,,,,lu.k..volnt,o,,.  1  le  , named  .,S,|n,r  S.,.- 
..•n.i.n-    ,7S,s.  l.,l,.al,e,h    Floyd,  dan,l„er  of  Colonel  Ruhard  Floyd,  of  Mas,,'. 

Snll,    k  (  onn.y.  .l,c  head  of  ,l,a,  old  I ,  l.Iand  fannly,  .nd  had  three  sons  and 

nve  dai,|;liiers. 

••  The  third  son  of  this  n,arriaj;e  was  Willi.n,  I  lea.heole.  horn  Sd.  of  (  )e,oI,er 
.797.  at  Manuroneek  an.l  died  at  Ccneva.  Xew  \ork.  April  sd,,  .S.^.  .he 
late  15, shop  of  Western  New  ^■ork." 

I'iuwAKi)  Fi.uvi)  UL  Lanci;v. 

I'lii-;  I.,,  j,A.\ci;\'  MAXSiox 

//'■    7\',>/:  1. , :,;',■  oj  III,  Ofli.ns 

"In  the  oldest   portion  of  ,l„.  e„y  of  New  Vo,k,  a,    the  sontheas,  eorner  of 

;"'^':'    "--'   ^'■■••-.   -. s   a   stately  ohi   U|,n,.  .rou Inehelnste 

.-yn,,eres„n,  h.stor.eal  and   so,  ial  memories.      It  was  l„„l,  a,  the  he„nni   ^ 
c    astee,,,nry,l,yS,eplu.nde.,a,,e,,ordel,aneey,,hea,,ees,or^ 

•'"     .'      ■  T'"-.  J'^'"'-'^^'"  ^""-  "".^"-■.  •"■" ohiood.  and  when  th 

"'*■   «    '■•''''■'   '••   '^-"••^  "-  -'-I-.I   l-y  I.o„,s   XIV..  ,n    u„S,,  he  tied    r     , 

..s   iH.ne.n    Norjnandy.  w„h    no  other   ,o,.„n,e  than  ,„s ,e,ll,, , 

;•'''••  f-'''VJ«-''^."l'i''-sl-in.hed,,,toh,s,h,,,I,let.      Ilewasthent.., 

I""'   V'"\"'   ^'.'^'•'  "•■"  '• -"'Land    full   of  energy  and   hope 

'"""•'■''•","•'"   ''•■I'and.and   then,  e   to  I  .o„dou,  ulu're  he  he.  ame 


nt,/.en  (,{  Kn,i;land  ;   an.l.  in  the  suin,n, 

be,vas   adnutt.d^a    tVee.nan    under   the  seal    of  ,'he' e,t'r     U'uh "  the' ein, 


i  If  went   to 

1  iial,irali/ed 

I-  "I'  i''S'i,  he  .ame  to  N.'W  N'.iik,  where 

pilal  .if 


_  I,       .•  'in    .  II 1 .       <>  ji  .'  I  ai>i  a    .1 

u.,on^n 

nut,,,,  ,„,  ^,.„.^,  ^,„„,   ,,^,,,^,^^,.  ^  ^^^^^^^^^  _^^^^_^  ^^^^^_  ^^^^^^  ^^^_^_^^^^^ 

,      '  '•  ,  '"    ""^"   '"■  "-^'^  ■•'  ■"■■'"''<■'■  "'•  "■>■  <• >  uf  A,l,„irally.  an.l'fron,  ,6.,, 

t"  >'M,,  ,u-  wasaiialde.n.anoflhe.iiv.  ^ 


•■  Ml.  .le  l,a,„-ey  n.arrie.l  Anne.  .lan^hLa-  ,.f  Siephaiu.s  \an  C, 


rllandt  ;    an.l, 
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oil  land  conveyed  to  liim  by  liis  latlier  inlaw,  lie  built  the  niaiisioii  above  de- 
lineated, ill  the  year  1700,  when  lie  was  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  There  he 
liveil  in  sunipiuous  style  as  coni|)ared  with  his  mure  modest  and  frugal  l)ui(h 
neighbors,  until  his  death,  in  1741. 

"  Soon  after  his  death,  the  de  l.aiiceys  seem  to  have  left  this  residence,  and  it 
was  (icciipied  for  a  while  by  Colonel  Ji,se|ili  Robinson,  who  ajipears  to  have  been 
a  business  partner  wiili  the  elder  de  l.antey.  In  1757  it  i  eased  to  be  exclusively 
a  dwelling,  the  lower  jiart  being  then  o(  c'n|)ieil,  for  the  tlrst  time,  by  the  mer- 
cantile firm  of  '  de  l.ancey,  Robinson  \-  CNim]),iny.'  I'oiir  years  later  the  de 
Lancevs  sold  the  property  to  Samuel  I'Vaiinres,  a  imled  innkcfii 'r — the  NIIjIo 
or  Delnioiiico  of  the  last  century — who,  'at  the  sign  of  the  Mason's  .\rm>,'  had 
sold  '  portable  soup,  catsup,  bottletl  gooseberries,  jiickled  walnuts,  ])i(kle(l  or 
fried  oysters,  fit  to  go  to  the  West  Indies,  jiickled  mushrooms,  currant  jelly, 
marmal.ide,'  etc.      In  17O1  he  opened  the  de  l.ancey  House  as  a  house  of  enter- 


j    1^- 


^-r. 


Miff  f^lp  ;;*»'f^H 


DE   LANCIiY   MANSION. 

taiument,  with  the  name  of  the  'Queen's  Head  Tavern,'  his  sign  being  the 
efligy  <if  ("h.irloite,  the  young  (|ueeu  of  Cleorge  III.  He  comhuied  business 
there  for  aliout  tour  _\e,iis,  ulien  he  reiiled  the  liou^e  to  John  Joiies,  and  opi'iied 
'  \'au\luill  ("iar<lens,'  ni  Cireenwiih  street.  Jones  remained  at  the  'Queen's 
Head'  only  about  a  \e,ir,  when  the  following  advertisement  appearetl  in  a  New 
York  ncwsp.iper,  under  the  <l,ite  of  January  i6ih,   17(17: 

"'  liollon  .Tiid  Sigell  T.iki'  lliis  Mi'lluwl  I'l  ,TC'|u:iiiil  llii'  piililiiU  llint  tlicy  prn|Misr  In  ii|nii,  (in 
Mcniil.iy  next,  a  Tavern  ami  (nlk-i-  llmi^i-  nl  llif  lloii^i'  of  S.umirl  I'imuiuts,  near  llir  I'"x- 
change,  lately  Ue|il  by  Mi.  J  "1  in  jniK'^.ainl  Uiiuuii  Kylhe  naiiicul  ilu-  "(^lueeii's  Head  Tavern," 
where  lientleineii  may  ilepeii.!  ii{i<)M  ruceixiiig  llie  Ijesl  l-\agc.      /Vs  Strangers,  lliey  arc  velisilile 


>--"X. 


Tin:  iiri;fi:xoT  r.iMir.y  or  in:  i.asvey 


Tt 


tliey  can  have  .,o  l'a....„io„  t„  the  Kavor  „f  ihc  Pul.lic  l„it  .hat  rcsuU,  f,t,m  ihn,  ,.m,I.„css 
ui-.n  all  occaM„ns  u,  M\^,.  l,i„„,,,  „„,!  l'„hMc  KnkTl.inn.enls  ,,n.vi,k.,l  at  ih.  ,h,„i.,t  ,u,'. 
tuo.  Hrcakfa,t  m  rca.linfs.  :  „„>  y  tu  .,  ocluck.  Jdhcs  m  «rfal  pcrCcclion  ;  also  K.ch  and 
riaiii  C  akcs  sokl  hy  |hu  wcifjJU.' 

"  The  linn  «Ms  dissolved  ,i,  Fdiniary,  i  770.  a,„I  li„It„n  cairicl  on  iIr.  |,usincss 
uniil  May  of  the  san.e  year,  when  Fnuinccs  again  appealed  there  as  pn.priei., 
uf  the  tavern.  The  good  co(,kery  and  excellent  wines  at  the  'Oneen's  lieu!  ' 
made  ,t  a  favorUe  nieeling  place  of  the  ,  Inhs  in  those  days.  An.ong  the  n„  .t 
ni;ted  ot  tliese  were  'The  Moot  '  and  the  •  Social  Clnh.' 


'•Originally  It  was  tu'o  stories  an.l  a  high  attic  will,  a  hippe.l  r,„,f  uiih  hdrs- 
fades  at  the  eaves,  and  rcn,,„nrd  .,  nil  late  ,n  this  cenlnrv  uSlh  ,  when  the 
nn.f  was  taken  .,lf  and  two  brick  slories  put  in  its  pla.e.  Fr' ,„  Sam  K  mucV 
'l.iy(whowasa  nnilatlojtill  ,„>w  it  has  always  been  used  asaboiel.  The  north 
cast  corner  of  Jiroad  ami  Pearl  .streets  was  given  to  Mr.  .S.unnel  Havaid  who 
"uirned  the  eldest  daughter  of  Stephanus  Van  C'onlandi,  three  monihs'arier  .Mr 
and  .N  rs.  de  I.ancey's  wedding,  and  .Mr.  Ji.  built  a  hou.se  on  it,  which  has  long 
since  disappeared.     '  ° 


(Of  the  Inner  /iwl^gc^^-^ 
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"  Mv  i.KAK  Mrs.  Haxtfr  •  '  "  ^'"''  '^'""''  ^1"''  '^'^  '^'>^- 
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"^  A  (lotxiin.n  or  w tsiii\(;iiiy 

and  Ihe  ladies  <if  his  family  drivui  mit  iii  llicir  iiit:lil  .  Icillus  inu.  llif  wiMid',  (i(  hi',  cnUIi-  (ikiw 
llic  city's  West  side  from  niidille  i.!'  (Viitial  I'nrk  lo  llic  North  Kivcr)  liy  a  dutachiiicnl  of  the 
American  Water  (luaril  frnm  Tarrytown,  liy  order  of  (Jovernor  Ceornc  Clinton,  of  New  York. 
Jones'  '  History  of  New  Vork  ilurinj;  tlie  Kevoliitionary  War,'  ami  olhir  works  have  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  affair. 

••  My  father's  mother,  Mrs.  John  1'.  dr  l.imiy,  linn  .Miss  Kli/alulli  1  l,>yd,  wns  visiting;  the 
(iennal's  .lauKliler  Charlolle,  afterward  l.ady  Hundas  of  lUecliwood,  at  the  time,  anil  was  one 
of  till'  ladies  who  had  to  s|,iiid  Ihe  ni^;lil  after,  rnnninn  around  in  Ihe  woods;  a  nd  ajjreealile 
thinn  in  the  ninnth  ol  N'oveml.er.  l.ady  Hundas  lived  lill  1840,  and  lold  my  lather  and  my- 
self all  alioiit  ii. 

"  (icneral  de  l.ailcey  was  at  Ihe  lime  on  I.onj;  Island. 

"  I  am,  very  truly  yoms, 

•'  KbvvAUl)  V.  in:  Laniky." 
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/.w/^v;,,///  <,„,-,■///„/■    „/   ll„-  I'lovui,,- ,'J   AV;,-.   }',;,/■ 

"''■"''^^'""l'''-  <'"l'l''".  known    „,   li,eM„.,u,.m.„„|  htenuv  un,|,|  ;,s  a  „|,vs, 

cun    l„„..„M    :,s,n,n,,„„.,-., s,„n.n,.  was  l,„rn  .,„  ,1,..  ,  7, 1.  „  M,,  .„„  y,  .  rss 

^yS.HMl,rla,Hlwh.,rlH.,,n,,,l,,MM|,|,c.,K.,|,,,|,..,,,,,,,,,,,,,,lv.,n,-,^,s,,        |,,s 

'•''l-was,|u.    K,.v.Ah.,u,,lc.,-   ,-,,|,|..,,,,,,nnsu.,-   ,,,!,, ,nsK.    .nS.,,,, ,       ,,; 

KM,I.M,nl   ■''nu.r„,v..,s,,y.,ri^l,nh,,,,,,  ,,,,-„,,,,,,,  I,,,,,,  ,1,,,,,  ,,,,,, I  ,. 

iH,r.  i,  (.,rwln,  hU.  was  ,n,rn,|,-,|,lH.  ,.„„,. ,.,1,.,|,„,, I,.„  u  h,  „•  i„  ,a„l, | 

""■I""'"'""'"""'   ""■ '"■■       "<•--.,■,.„ l1„Ui..| a    n,    ,;,..     .a,,.,,.. 

1        M,      ,la,.,l„.,„,    „      I,,,,,,,,,,,.,,    K,,,.,,s,„„, ,       ■|lK.Uo„i.|,.s|,„.va,l„.. 

;;; '-'-"'"'■"'■■ii'iH. ■in,„.nvi,..,„. .,,,,.,,,„„,.. ;,  'J, 

Z\uT-:'  •''^-■^■•■"^•"''-l-  i.'llu.a.,„a„„a,....,„,; 

;"""P"" I—   l„s   ,,a„„„. ,„,M N,sHn..nMs     '    '.    ■ 

""■'" '"''' "■'' ^— .<;..,„..,,,. „„.,•„,„.,,  ,„,;,,,,';;;::;: 

111    wIliI    is   Iii.w    IIic   Imuii   ,,|     .\|,,,,i 


•ini-.l  a  i;,ahl  ,,C  (w.,  lh,„ivM„i  a.  ivsnf  Ian. 

";■";'"'  '"■""'■' 'y. '""ii"i-va^ nisi„„,iv  a.,.,.  an„,iKT ,.,;..  M.,:;:. 

.""'    •""'•       "'•    --..^lir.l    l,v    Iws    .Maj,.s.r.,    r,„„„,i„, 
'•iivi'ihiir   l!r 

•  lian    lia 


II  .  '   '  '111!  ll   III    I  7  '  >     1,1. 

>n-Na,ai  II.  iiiis ,.,,.,, I,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,.,,,, ,^.,,^^ ;;;  > 

,,,„,,,  „;;  ;,^"?':'"  ;^"';M--.i,i,..„a,i,.w .•,i,s,ai,M,i,i;ai,s.as 
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•'    '■"     ' ""•    ''•^-'^'■"""'    l-lHl'H,i,,     111,. „a,|..    ,i,„|.,    ,||.. 


:;::::'.r';; •  '"""i^" '"•■ --i'-- .^.  > i ...,.,„;:„. 

•"''•    ■ ""'""^^''1  '''-'- ».istl,..,„„s,.,,„...|,...,|.i    C,,!,!,.,,,,,,!    I  , 

•"III.    ",,:;;^;: ;:'■'''■•  "''^^      n,si,„,.„,„.. .....x! \ 

-'^N-'^-.!.::!.::  ;i:;:,:;:r;;..;\;:';r'-"-; -- 

Ml     (•..Mm  I  a, I    V,.  I  ,      I  ii'iililv        MlM     ,M,     |i,i,i,..|  sa.lii„i,,s|,,,||,,|, 

a,,,, , J,  .,''':;:;■ ;" ,r -''■^- "••'''•■ •■ 

Ins  (.v„n„.  sill  '"•"""■'"•  I ' -"M.-.„i|,is..|„.i,,|.|,„„.s,„ 

.lav        ,11,  7  ■'•'''':''■■' "•■^' ■'"^•""' 1''"'"^     '""-"I- 

•i-i-s.;  Ill', '■''■'■;■',  '("■■"■"•"^'•- "'-"-.s, ,.,i,.,, 

-■ ^ -.--^^ii'i ;;.'";':::  ;:,:;;;:,::j::.:;':^ ^""--- ^ 

I  "'I  III,   ,,  I, I,,, I  ,||„|  ,,,|,v,.||i,.|,|  silualion  .,f 

'-'-ly    l--..l--.l.ni,.l,j..a|„iisya,i,.„i;,l,is,.„i.,ni,,.,„a,,..s. 
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and  WL-  fiiul  liini  eniliroiled  with  tlie  oilier  iiifnihers  of  tlie  Council  during 
C'osliy's,  Ciiirkt''s  and  sonif  succeeding  adniinistralions.  On  the  death  ut 
Lieutenant Ciovernor  de  l.ani'ey  in  i  7O0.  Mr.  C'olden  being  tlie  senior  nuMnlier 
of  the  Council,  was  called  to  adr-inister  the  government,  and  in  Angusl,  1761, 
was  appointed  I.ieuienanl Ciovernor  of  the  rrovince,  which  oftice  he  tilled  until 
No\einlier,  1765,  with  the  esceplion  of  .iliout  tiftcen  nuiiiths  that  Cicneral 
Moncktoii  was  at  the  head  of  aflairs.  The  governinent  again  devolved  on  him 
in  1769,  hut  he  was  superseded  the  following  year  by  Lord  Diinniore.  He  was 
tailed  for  the  fourth  and  last  time,  in  1774,  to  the  exe(uti\e  chair  which  he 
o(cupie<l  until  the  25iliof  June,  1775,  but  at  this  period  Ins  rule  was  not  mm  h 
more  than  nominal.  ( )ne  of  his  closing  duties  was  to  announce  that  '  Congress 
aiipointed  (leorge  Wasiiinglon,  Commander  in  ( 'hief  of  the  American  Army.' 
He  now  retired  to  his  country  house  at  Spiingdiill,  near  I'liishing,  L.  I.,  alter 
encountering  with  the  greatest  firmness  all  the  odium  attendant  on  the  mad 
efforis  of  the  IJntisli  Mii)i>lry  to  tax  throiigli  the  Slampand  'l"ea  acts,  the  ]ieo]ile  of 
the  Colonies  without  their  consent,  and  died  on  the  21st  of  Seplember,  i  776,  in  the 
SStli  year  of  his  age,  having  sur\iveil  his  wife,  fourteen  years.  Like  all  men  in 
high  station  his  admiiiislration  has  been  rigully  canvassed  by  his  contemiioraries. 
The  bitterness  of  the  political  strifes  of  these  days  having  now  jjassed  away, 
posterity  will  not  fail  to  accord  justice  to  the  character  ind  memory  of  a  man 
to  whom  this  (Muiitrx  is  most  deepl)'  indebted  for  muc  .if  its  science  and  fur 
very  main'  <if  its  most  important  institutions,  and  of  whom  the  State  ol  New 
^'ork  111. IV  Weil  be  proud.  '  I'oi'  the  great  variety  ami  extent  of  his  learning,  his 
unwearied  research,  hi^  talents,  and  llie  public  sphere  which  he  filled,  Cadwallader 
Culdeii  may  be  jusllv  placed  in  a  high  r.iiik  among  the  ilistinguished  men  of  his 
lime,'  and  when  it  is  cuiisidered  liow  laige  a  ]i(irlioii  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the 
labors  (ir  the  routine  of  public  otVice,  and  that  however  great  might  have  been  his 
original  sloik  of  learning,  he  had  in  this  ciuintry  no  reading  ])nblic  to  excite 
liini  by  their  applauses,  and  lew  liter.iry  friemls  to  assist  or  to  slimulaie  his  eii- 

(piiries,  his  /c.il  and  siu cess  in  his  scien- 
tific, pursuits  will  appear  (remarks  Mr. 
\'eriilanck)  deserving  of  tlie  highest  ad 
iiiiiation.  A  mind  thus  ])o\verful  and 
active,  com  hided  tiie  s.ime  elegant 
writer,  ccmld  not  have  fiiled  to  jiidduce 
great  effect  on  the  character  of  that  sot  iely 
in  which  lie  moved  ;  and  we  doubtless 
now  eiijiiy  many  beiiefu  ial,  ;dlhough  re- 
mote, effe(  Is  of  his  labors  without  being 
able  to  trace  them  to  their  true  soiirc  e." 
Due  .  I  Ms  I',  til'  Ni  w  NdiJk. 


COLDEN   ARMS. 


ri'he  list  of  I>r.    Ccilden's  Works  and 
MSS.,  is  a  li'iig,  .Hid  import.nit  one.) 
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I'l  KJ'.M)     17-;-   '  77-^ 

"Tnn  .Irlegntcs  from  the  C.lony  „f  NVu-  V„rk."  continues  Chanceiior 
Kent,  '.  to  the  Continental  Congress  n>  ,774,  were  not  chosen  i,v  the  (k'neral 
Assembly  bnt  I.y  the  suffrages  of  the  peo]....  nnunfested  i„  son.e  snlticently 
aiitlienlic  shape  in  the  several  counties. 

"■I'he  delegates   to  the  second  constitutional  Congress,  which   met  in  May 
1775.  were  chosen  l,y  a  provincial  congress,  which  tl,e  people  of  the  colony  luul 
already  created,  and  which  was  hel.l  in  this  city  (Albanv)n.  April  of  that 'year 
and   had  vir.nally  assu.ne.l   the  powers  of  governtnent.      The  names  of  the  dele- 
gates f,..m  tins  Colony  in  this  second  Congress,   were  J,.1h,  Jav,  lohn   Alsop. 
Ja.nes   l-uane,  Phd.p   Sdmyier.  (k-orge   Clinton,  Lewis   Morris  and    Robert  R 
..vnigs.on  ;   atul  tiie  weight  of  their  talents  and  character  tnay  be  interred  Irotn 
.l.e  fac.that   Mr.  Jay,  Mr.    I.iving.ston,    Mr.    Dnane.an.l   Mr.   .Schuyler  were 
early  pl.„..d   np„n  connniitees   charged  w„h  the  most  arduous  and  responsible 
unties.       \e  lind  U  ashington  aiul  .Schuyler  ass-.-iated  t-gcther  in  the  cnnnittee 
appointed  on  the   ,4th  of  June,   ,775,  to  prepare  rules  an.l  regulations  lor  the 
government  of  ,   e  army.     Tins  asso,:iation  of  these  two  great  ,nen  connnenced 
at  Mi.h  a  critical  moment,  was  the  beginning  of  a  mutual  .onlideiue,  respect 
and   ad.niration,   which   c.uuiiuied  with    uninterrupte.l   and   unabated   vividness 
c  unng  the  remainder  of  their   bves.      An  .dlusuu,  is  made  ,0  this  frien.lship  in 
he  me,.,o,r  of  a  tormer  president  of  the  New  Vork  Il.stori.al  Society  and  the 
allusion  ,s  remarkable  for  its  strength   and  pathos.      After  n,entioning'(;eneral 

kn  .    hee  ;  thy  intelligence  to  di.scern  ;  thy  .eal  to  promote  thy  country's  good  ■ 

truth  peculiarly  thine-conient  it  should  be  mine  to  have  expressed  it  ' 

difiic  hi  s ''"TT  "'  '",''"'""^'  '"'■'"«  ""  ''"'  "''S  ■""'  '776.  had  to  meet 
difficulties       d  dangers  almost  suth.  lent  to  subdue  the  firmest  resolution       'i  he 

popu  ation  o    the  Colony  was  .short    .00.000  souls.      It  had  a  vast  bo.lv  of  dis- 

a  eccd  mhabitauts  withiu   ,ts  own   bosom.      It  had   mnnerous  tribes  of  hostile 

as:gcs    on     its     frontier.        The     boiuls     of    society     seeme.l     ,0     have     „een 

l'n.kc.n  up,  an.!   society  itself  resolve.l   into  its  primitive  elements.      It  luul  no 

cvd  govermnent  but  .such  ,.  ha.l  been   in.rodii.-ed  by  .he  pr.,vincial  congress 

■    'i  county  .■.>mm„tees  as  temporary  expe.Iients.      It  had  an  enemy's  province  in 

xnZl  ■  ''""f '"T'  ' -■  '"■^'^  ""'  "•^"  ^'I'l-'"-'  •—      ■•  I'-l  an  open  an.l 

xp    e     se  port  without  ..ny  a,l..,|uate  .neans  ,0  .lefen.l    i,.      m  the  summer  of 

'>,(••  the  state  was  actually  mva.le.I.  not  .mly  up.m  .,i,r  Canadian,  but  upon  .uir 
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Allaiitic   fionlier,  by  a  ruiniidahle  Meet  am!  ami),  calculated  by  the  power  that 
sent  them  to  be  sut'ticieiit  to  aiiiiihilale  at  once  all  our  infant  republics. 

"  In  the  midst  of  this  appalling  slorm,  the  virtue  of  our  people  animated  by  a 
luist  of  intrei)i(l  ])atriots,  the  mention  of  wlujse  names  is  enough  lo  kindle  en- 
thusiasm ill  the  breast  of  the  iirt-sent  generation  (  iS^^os  remained  glowing,  uii- 
inoved,  and  invincible.  It  would  be  difticult  to  llnd  any  other  people  who  have 
been  put  to  a  severer  test,  O/,  on  tr.al,  ga\t.  higher  proofs  of  courage  and 
capacilv." 
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THFIN  JAY 

S/,r/^sm,rn  „>/,/  /■■/,,/  ChirJ  J;st,.  .■  ,<i  ihr  r„il,:l  States 

John  J,,y,  the  .sul.jcct  (,f  ihc  f„ll.,wi,,.;  ,„.■„„.„•.  iHt  W\ h,,,,  ,,„  nnlini.lu.l 

liisl,,iy   „f  iHS   ancestors,  written    m    ilu-   Liirt  |mm  ,.(    his  |,|,..      'I  invr  cai..,  Is 
trnni  II  : 

"When  ami   where  we  were   horn,  :ni.|   u  h,,  w,-ic  ,„ir  l,l,,^^,•|,lt<,r 
tic.ns  to  which  certain  philosophers  .isi  rihe  t,M,  huh'  nnportan,  e. 

""'"■   ''"'"'>•   '^  "'■  ''""""-  '"    I'laiHc,  .,n,|    Ihchraiuhof  il  lo  whi.  h  ur  l,e- 

loiiKreinove,!  fr<,n.  thence  to  Ko.  iH-lh-.      (if ■  anceslors  anlcior  ,o  I',,,,.'  |  ,y 

who  h.|t  iM-anceon  the  Revocation  ol    ihe  Ivlicl  o(   Nanus.  I  Know  nolhi.e'iha 


'rs.  aie  (ines 


IS  ccrlain. 


"As  .soon  as  Mr.  Jay's  ,h-parlnre  was  known,  l„s  estate  in  Kniue  was  sci/e.l  ■ 
an.I  no  p.nt  .,f  ,t  alterwanl  tame  to  the  use  of  either  hinisrl,  ,„  h,s  .  hihhen.'' 


MlMoil; 


"'"•'■  .'■'>■  "!"•  (?nnu!son  of  I'lVrre,  ha,|  len  children  ;  |ohi,  was  his  elKhlh 
'•|'"i..H:.lw.i.  l.,rnnitlie,„vor.\VwVoiklhc,.i|,on.,ccn,l.er,  ,7,,  When 
^NMiit    years   oM    he  was  sent  to  a  Kiaininar  s,  hnol  kcpi  1,^   il,.-  R,.,.   M,    Si,„,,„. 

l...sior  o,   ihe  Fren.h   Chnrch  at  New   Rochcllc.      Kii,,'s  w  C ,1,,,.,,  ,„|: 

■■K'-  was  I  hen  in  ils  inlancy,  and  had  hnt  feu  sindenls.  The  ninnh,  r  of  ihein 
I1..S  never  heeii  lar,e,  hut  there  are  lew  ,  olle^cs  in  onr  connlrv  win,  I,  ha^e  pro- 
'Inced  luuie  Kno.l  scholars  ,11  i.roportion  to  liie  ninnher  ihaii  this.  T,,  llns  c«l- 
I.-KC  .Mr.  J,y  w,,s  sent  in  ,760.  heiiiK  a  Imie  more  ihan  lonr.e.-n  vearsold  The 
.■xcelleni  )r..S,,m,iH  Johnson  was  then  I'resi.lenl.  (  hMhe  ,  sHi  ol M.. v,  .7'.,  he 
-•<  -•'-■d   Ins  decree  ol    llachelor  of  .Arts,  aii.l  spoke  ihe  Lain,  >.dul.,lorv,  winch 


"    s    t    en    as    al    preseiil.  re^^nled    as  tlie  Inches,  colle„a,e  h r.      Two  weeks 

llci-    Ik-    had   taken  his  decree,  Mr.  Jay  enteie.l  iheofh.eof  IVnjamin  Kissan, 
-l'-    '-".-.l-NVwVork.asaslndentatlaw.      ( .1,  connncc,,,,  pra,  n,-,.' 

'"■'■;";•;;■''  l'^"""-h,p  wnh  |„s  relatue,   Rol,.rl  k,  l.um.slon.  Ks,       atier- 

-n.MK„„,,h,,  .„■„,„  s,„,  of  New  York.      In  ,77.,,  Mr.   |av  was  m'i  r,ed  ,0 
^nal,.  H,e   yo,n„..st   -laimhier  of  William  I.ivin.slon,  Ks.,.,  afierward  hanrn.v 

Kars     .overnor   ot^  N.w    J..,.,,  .iid    a  ,ealo„s  s„i,„i,shed  p,,inoi  of  il,; 

•-.l,il-„,      M..Jaytookhissea,    inCon,re.ssaM-hil.,dclphM,',n,hesd,of 

S|unl.e.,   .77Tl..inK. he, irsldav  of  i,s  session.      Me  w„s  m  ,i„.  twentv'mnlh 

y-     o.    h.a.e,  and  ,1  is  helieved  theyoun.es,  ,ncn,h,.rnf  ,hc  ,,,„.,.       ,  „,  „... 

.    .    .|l    .Inne,     W,,sh,n,ton    wis    chosen   < -..imnander  ,1,  ( Tief.  and  a  lew  davs 

'"•"";  ,^"  ""'l"^^""  f.'«-'">-.'ls  »cre  appointed.      On  the  61I,  of   I„lv    1776   Coi,. 

«r::   """:'"■''    ^'    -■>•   ••'■ •■'l--"-sen,i,,h.,,h,heca,,sesa,l      e-'es       . 

or.l.e,r,akin,arms;'Mr.    J.,y    was, niher  ,  I    Ihe  commillee  hv  w, , 
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(leclaraiioii  was  prepared,  Imt  it  is  not  now  known  from  wliosf  jien  it  ijrccfeiicd. 
In  the  inonll)  of. April.  1777,  Mr.  Jay,  wliile  attending  in  Congress,  was  elceied 
a  representative  tmni  tiie  cily  and  (nunty  ol  New  \ Hrk,  to  tlie  lonveiilinii  or 
Congress  of  tlie  Colony.  'I'liis  (onvention  asseniMed  on  the  14111  o!'  May.  ( )n 
the  2(;ih  of  June,  Lord  Howe  and  his  army  arri\ed  off  tiie  harbor  ol'  New  W  ik, 
and  the  convenlion,  appreheniling  an  attaek  upon  the  eil\,  ordered  all  llie 
leaden  window  sashes,  whieh  were  then  common  in  Dutch  houses,  to  he  taken 
out  for  the  use  of  the  troops  ;  an  order  that  strikingly  shows  how  ill  the  CiUpiiy 
w.is  piepared  lor  the  aiduous  eonllict  that  ensued.  'I'he  next  day  the  convention 
adjourned  to  White  I'lains,  alioiit  twenty-seven  miles  from  the  cily.  On  the  ist 
tif  August,  I77''i,  a  connniltee  w.is  appointed  to  ])repare  and  report  a  (unsiiiu- 
tion.  (  )f  this  connniilee  he  was  chairman,  and  ils  dnl\'  appears  to  haw  hrcn 
assigned  to  him.  in  1777,  Mr.  Jay  was  aiipointed  Chiif  Justice  of  the  Suiireme 
Court  ;  and  member  of  the  Council  of  Safely.  <  In  the  isl  of  .Angusi,  Congicss 
rec.dled  Cicneral  .Schu_\ler  from  the  command  of  the  Norlliern  ami),  aid  si'dii 
al"ler  app 'inied  Cieneral  dates  in  his  room.  J!\  this  measure,  the  suspic  ici.s 
thai  had  atlached  to  Sclnuler  were  a|iparenlly  counleiiai. ced  by  Coligriss  ;  ai  il 
lie  hid  niore.ixer  the  moitilicatioii  of  si'cing  the  l.iurels  whiih  h.id  bciai  iciiid 
by  his  care  and  labors,  ]>lucked  by  another.  Congress,  hi  we\er,  had  themselves, 
no  ihiubl  of  Cieuer.il  Schuyler's  p.itrioli^m  and  ,ibilil\.  The  true  but  secret  rea- 
son uf  his  recall  was  slaleil  al  llie  lime  b\'  a  Idler  Irom  J.iines  !)uane,  then  in 
Congress,  to  .Mr.  Jay.  'Cieneral  .Schuyler  to  humor  the  Ivislern  peijile,  wlio 
declare  that  their  militia  will  not  fight  under  his  c-ommand  is  rec.illed.'  <  >n  ihe 
fjlh  of  September,  1777.  the  first  lenn  of  tlie  Suiireme  Court  of  the  Sl.ile  of  .\c  v 
^(lrk  w/s  iield  at  Kiugslon,  and  the  chief  justice  delivered  the  (  liarge  to  ihe 
grand  jury.  In  the  autumn  of  this  ye.ir,  while  at  l-'ishkiU.  .Mr.  J.iy  leeeivul  a 
\isit  fri'in  Ciener.d  \\'.is!iii)g|on,  «lio>e  lie.idcpi.irlers  were  al  the  lime  in  the  .id- 
jiiining  county  uf  W'esichesiei-.  'Ihe  object  of  this  visit  was  a  i  onlideiitial  (  on- 
vers.itioii  on  a  pl.m  then  before  Congress,  for  the  invasion  of  C.mad,!  ihe  ensil- 
ing cainp.iigii,  bv  the  cuniliiiu-d  furce--'  of  ihe  Ciiiled  Stales  and  of  l''i,ince.  (  )ii 
the  7ih  of  I)ecemlier  .Mr.  J.iy  reinrned  to  Congri'ss  after  an  abseiu  e  of  more 
than  Iwo  years.  The  stale  of  jiublic  affiirs  alli  ved  Congress  no  recess  ;  and 
Mr.  J  IV  prnb.ibly  thinking  his  pr.  longed  resideiue  at  I'hil.idelphi.i  inconsislent 
with  h..j  d' lies  as  Chief  Justice,  sent  his  resignalion  of  lli.il  office  lo  the  gov- 
ernor of  New  V'ork. 

'•  lly  a  secret  ailicle  annexed  to  the  Irealy  belween  I*'r,ince  and  the  Cnited 
Stales,  a  light  W.IS  reierved  to  Sp.uii  cif  .uieding  to  the  treaty,  and  ]i.irlicipalirg 
in  ils  slipiil.itions  whenever  she  might  think  ]iroper.  Congress,  lieing  desirous 
of  sireiigihening  their  foreign  lili.inces,  deemed  il  ad\is.ible  to  inviie  his  Calh- 
clic  .Majesty  to  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  this  aiiii  le;  and  for  this  ]iiir- 
pose  resolved  to  send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain.  ( )n  the  27tli  of  Sc|)- 
tember,  Mr.  J.iy  was  selected  by  Congress  for  this  ini|ioiiant  mission.  ('(Utgress 
having  onlered  their  own  frigate,  the  Confederacy,  to  carry  Mr.  C.erard  the 
French  minister  home,  it  was  agreed  th.il  .Mr.  J.iy  should  proceed  un  his  mission 
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on   the  sa.nc  vessel       He  received  his  instructions  on  the  ,6th  of  Octol.er   an.l 
four  clays  alter  he  left  the  country,  t.  advocate  her  cause  n,  Europe ;   nor  <l,. 
ga,n  Ian.    on  her  shores  t,ll  he  had  piace.l  his  signature  to  a  treiy    .ecu    ^^^ 
u     he  hless,u«s  of  ,e„ce  and  independence.      Mr.  Jay  returned  ,o  New  ^■  ,rk 
n   "-•   =^4.1.   of  July    ,,S4.      Uheu   we   recollect   ti,e  objects   that  called  lin 
abroad,  the  various  an.l  trying  scenes  through  winch  he  had  passe.l.  an.l  the 
cnmstances  un.Ier  which  he  now  returned  to  his  country,  we  can  re    1   y  tZ 
^.e  ,"  '  -  -'■""1>  -'•'  ^vhi.:b  he  announced  his  arrival  in  a  lette  la  uZ ■ 
At   length,  n.y  go.„l    Inen.i,  J   an,   arrived   at   the  lan.l  of  n,y  nativity  , 

W-s  (.0.1    that   It   IS   also   the  laiul  of  light,  liberty  an.l  plenty.      A       .n,;       , 
cannot   be  .lescnbe.l.'     The  Reelings   wi.h  which  he  wasmectl.l  1,    .w  a  1  ^ 

tu.  cil>   of  New  \ork.  acconipanie.l  by  the  fiee.lom  of  the  city  in  a  gol.l  b„x 
>.  I  ty  M«;  J..y  was  eleccl  presi.lent.  an.l  i,.„wi,hs,an.liug  ;he  pH.suie  of 
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with  too  much  dehberation  an,I  sincerity,  to  be  shaken  by  the  honor  now  ten- 
dered to  h:m,  and  tiie  appointment  was  promptly  and  imaiuivocally  .lecbned 
Ihe  Governor  removed  Irom  Albany  to  his  estate  at  Bedford,  six  weeks  befe.re 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 

"Few  statesmen  ha.l  less  reason  to  be  .lisgnsled  with  i)ublic  life,  or  ever 
qnitte.1  it  will,  mole  real  satistaction.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  had  been  un- 
remittingly engaged  in  the  service  of  his  countrv,  and  had  filled  many  (,f  l,cr 
important  ottices  with  general  approbation.  .Mr.  |;,v  ...ntinued  for  many  )eais 
actively  engaged  in  the  impn.vements  of  his  farm.  Ik-  died  on  .Mav  i  vth,  i's2o 
in  the  eighty-fourti)  year  of  his  age."  '  ' 

Kxtract  from  the  "  Life  and  Writings  of  Jul,,,  Jay  '•  by  bis  son  William  Jay. 

"  .Aii.oiif;  .1,0   luimlicr  of   your   Wends,  permit   me  nl,,,  ,„  ,.,„j;,al„lnK.  v..„,  „„   v.ur  l,le 

l"""";^'.'''^'   ■"■;'    ""1""'^""  ^1 ">'»'^''>l-     •'■<-•  nsM„e<l  si,-,,l,,n   „,v|,k.nMne'n„  il,„  .'Kvasion 

thouKli  it  may  he  e,|ua!leil,  cann,)t  he  e.xeee.le.l  hv  that  of  anv  oilier. 

••  I   .10  mo,t  sineerely  wish  you  a  ,,leasan,  an,l  a.^reeahle  |;as>aKe,  the  mosl  pe,  feet  an,l  l,o„. 
ou,-ahle  accomp  .s„ue„,  ,.,  your  „,iMiM,y,  a,„l  a  .ale  .eU,,,,  u,  the  l,o,om  of  a  ,,alelul  eountiy 
"  With  the  gieatest  re^'aal,  a,i.l  smcerest  personal  atl.ichmeiit, 

•■  I  have  tlie  lioiior  to  lie,  \'oui  most  ohe.lieiil, 

'•  .Mieiiionale  luimhie  ■.civaut, 

"To  John  J.w, 


Mv   liL.AK   SiK  : 


"  Hia>i(iKi.,  J51I1,  July,  i,S04. 


"'I'he   fiieu.l^hip  aii.l    attacliment  wlii.h    1    Iiave   m,   l,,,,,.  aii.l 


unilormly   esperi- 


cnce.l  f,nm  you,  will  „o,  p.nni.  ,„e  ,0  ,lelay  evpiessinj;  ,,.,„■  .leeplv  an,l  siuce.elv  1  p;;,,ieipaie 
wilh  yo,.  Ml  the  alllielinK  ^-veiit  whieh  the  puhlie  are  now  lamenliu^,  and  »hieh  von  have  so 
many  dumesOe  and  parlieular  reasons  to  hewad. 

"The  philosophie  lopies  of  conversation  are  fainiha,-  to  yon.  and  we  all  hnow  fmm  experi- 
.nce  how  little  relief  ,s  ,0  he  deiived  f,o,i,  ,h,.„,.  M,,  ,|,e  ,\u,ho,  an.l  only  Civer  of  con'ola- 
tion  be  and  remain  wiih  you. 

"  With  tjicat  csleein  and  aireetionate  iej;anl, 
"  I  am,  my  ilea,-  si,-, 

"\oiii-  ulilijjeil  and  obedient  seivniit, 

"  To  Uf.ni;k..\i.  .Scnuvi.KK,  on  the  death  of  UiAtu.M.  Hamii  roN.  "       '  ^^' 


Mv  ni:.\K  SiK  I 


my 


"  MiPNii'  1  1,1,..,  \,,v.  loih,  1S24. 

.".''^  ■""'"  •'"'  '  ''""'"'  '"V'^^^'f  '""•'■  "'"'■•■■  "»  >'i^'  liappy  shore  of  ..\nieriea,  one  of 
Ins,  ,ii,p,n,es  was  after  you,  an.l  the  means  to  «et  1.,  my  ol.l  frien.l.  The  pleasure  to  see  vour 
s.>n  was  «,eat  in.lee,!;  hut  I  leKiette.l  the  .hstance,  engagements,  an.l  duties  vvhieh  ,d,li,,e,i  me 
o  postpone  the  lii.h  ,-,a,iliea,ion  to  meet  yon  after  so  hm,  an  al.M-nee.  Snue  tha,  time,  I 
have  been  payinR  visits  an.l  receiving  welcomes,  wheic  every  sort  of  enjoyments  an.l  sieh.s 
cxe.x,l,nK  my  "wn  sanguine  expectations,  have  mingle.l  with  the  leelintis  of  a  livelvan.l  ,>io 
tonii.l  giatitu.le,  ■  ' 
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"  Kroin  you,  my  dear  sir,  and  in  the  name  of  Congress,  I  was  last  lionoured  with  a  l>encvo- 
lent  farewell.  Now,  1  am  fjoiiiK  to  \Vasliinj:;ton  City,  the  constitutional  forms  having  chanj;cd, 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  members  of  llie  Houses,  and  be  inlicKhued  to  eacli  of  llieni,  with 
my  thanks  for  their  kind  invitation  to  this  our  American  land. 

"Your  letter  reached  nic  on  my  way  lhrout;li  a  part  of  the  States;  I  wish  I  could  myself 
bear  ihe  answer,  or  tell  you  when  I  can  .inlicipate  a  visit  to  you  ;  but  waiting  longer  would  not 
enable  nie  to  know  it,  at  least,  for  smne  time.  I  llierefore  Dej;  you  to  receive  the  grateful  re- 
.spects  of  my  son,  ami  the  expression  of  most  aflcctionatc  sentiments  from  your  old  Kevcihilion- 
ary  companion  and  constant  friend, 

"  l.Ai  .\vi;ni:. 

"To  fiUlN  J.w." 


BEDFORD. 


Tin;  ur.sii)t:NCK  ni'  Tin:  honhkaiii    iniiv   iw  ,\r  rrPFuRD,  x.  v. 

"  TliL'  fstalc  (if  the  Jay  t'aniily  is  sittKitcd  in  the  C'lmnty  of  Wesltheslcr,  near 
tlie  piist  ni.iil  leadiiii;  to  Rye,  at  no  great  di.stanee  froiii  the  river.  Here  tlie 
Honoraliie  John  Jay  Jipent  the  latter  pan  of  liis  life.  'I'he  buiiiliiig,  a  iianilsmiie 
Strurture  of  wood,  iiresenting  a  lofty  |)ortifo  on  the  north,  is  (lelightfull\-  sealcil 
on  rising  ground,  backed  with  Inxnriant  woods.  The  south  front  continands  a 
Ijeaulifid  lawn,  and  charming  views  of  tlte  Soiiml  and  Long  Isl.md.  Si  me 
itiglily  inteiesling  lanidy  portraits  ailorn  the  walls  of  the  li.dl  and  dining-room  ; 
Honor.d)le  John  Jay,  Inst  (,'hief  Justice  of  the  L'hited  Si.ites,  and  (lovernor  of 
the  state  of  New  \'ork.  Head  by  .Stuart,  figure  by  'I'nmibull.  'The  Hoiioralile 
John  Jay  sat  to  Colonel  'rrnmbnll  (his  secretary)  for  this  picture,  whilst  resident 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  London.  The  artist  sid)sc(iiienlly  pre- 
seiiled  it  to  Mr.  Jay.  Atignslus  Jay,  win)  emigrated  to  this  cotiiitry  in  i6S6,  a 
copy  from  the  original,  by  Waldo;  Anna  Maria  Hayard,  wife  of  Atigtistns  Jay, 
by  Waldo  ;   Peter  Augustus  Jay,  as  a  boy,  artist  unknown  ;  an  old  painting  upon 
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oak  panel,  supposed  to  represent  Clatharine,  wife  of  the  Honorable  Stephen  Van 
Cortlandt  of  Lortlandt.  of  South  Holland.  This  lady  appears  habited  in  a 
plain  black  dress,  wearing  a  high  neck  ruffle  and  in  her  right  han.l  holds  a 
clasped  book.      In  one  corner  of  the  pi.  tnre  is  in.scribed  '  aetat    64    ,6to  • 

"  Among  other  family  relics  we  notice.l  the  gold  snuff  box  pre.sen.ed  by  the 
corporafon  o  New  Vork.  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  to  his  kxcellency  John 
Jay,  on  the  4th  of  October.  ,  784.  Also  a  French  liible,  containing  the  Allow- 
ing memoranda.  August  Jay  est  ne  a  la  Rochelle  dans  le  Royaume  de  France 
le  :!  Mrs,  :665.  Laus  Deo.  N.  York,  July  ye  roth,  X733,  this  day  at  four 
o  clock  ,n  ye  n;ornn,g  ,lyed  Eva  van  Cortlandt,  was  buried  ye  next  day  ,2  en 
ye  voute  at  Mr.  Stuyvesant's  about  six  and  seven  o'clock. " 
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JAMES   DLLANE 
"  Jnmes  n.,ane,  was  the  s<m  of  Anthon)-  D.ane,  u„  officer  in  the  British  Navv 
ha  e  been  a  hanclsonK-  man.  witi,  tl,e  brilliant  blue  eyes  of  his  Irish  ances   ,rs 

Anthony  ,.ane  retarne.  to  Irelll.  ^:a:.:^X:^^:;^  -^ ;3; 

estall,sie.l  hn^selt,    ,703,  as  a  cloth  merchant.      He  married  a  few  ^us  I  te 
He  ha.     tn-o  sons,  Anthony  and  Richard,  who  both  entere.l  the  B,    si    X     v 
an.   .   ed  at  K.ngston   Jan,aica,  of  yellow  fever,  Richard  the  ,4  h       Ma  . -'  o' 

O     th    "  i         x7   r"'"^  •'•^"""^  ''"  •^"^■^'  ''^  '■"  "-'  P— ^o"  of  the  fan,  1 

«^    h,rty-,o,,r  years  of  age  when  she  nuuried  Anthony    )na~       Lib, 
five  years.      1  heir  children  were  :      Abnh  un    hnr„  ,  1     r  ^,        "'""  "'^^'  ""t 
i-f^n-y;   AhralKun,  il..  born    .oth  of' M Z  ':/',;:?"""'  'V''  t''  "' 
'-  ship  at  Jan.a,..„,  ,;,-;    J,.,,,,  iL^   ^tl'     /^  i,  ;"™!'^'     °"   '-'■O 

;7.h  of  J.ne    .,34.d,ed  an  ensign   in  Colonel  Al^^iJJ^.gi   'Z 

pro;;;::h;;;\;::''''7n;:rz:;;::'"^ 

,„     ,    ■   .  ,,   -  ^ '^""^  ""r'ng  the  occupation  o    New  York    fivn -1 

most   interestnig  i;   ninse  of  tlio  ttl.ic  „f  .,     •.•  >'*iK,gi\ea 

or  a„  »„,,,  ,t„t  .ic's^jd  ;i;:.  ::;:„:lr:  ',r:;;;:,::°:;;;;:,':  r-  "■■',""' 

co„0,lo„c..  i„  ,l,,ir  .,„„  ,„,„„  ■„  f„ce  ev,„„      u\    T\      ,  '  '"',",''''" 

uancsl,,,.^!,.       1  his     tor  h,s  de.scendants-most  nntortnnale  purchase  ird need 
h       on  James,  to  add  more  an.l  more  land  to  it,  until  he  hec 'me  t  e  c,       ^  f 

kcvolu.ion-n.any  pieces   of  valuable   New   York    City   proper'!;-   for   this 
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scheme.  James  Diiane  brouglit  over  a  great  niiiulier  of  Scotcli,  Irish  and  fler- 
maii  faiiiilks,  provided  them  with  land  and  implements,  built  houses  for  lliem, 
antl  gave  them  all  the  privileges  possible.  The  mass  of  letters  from  these  ten- 
ants ail  show  the  same  spirit,  and  it  must  have  been  a  most  trying,  as  will  as 
dispirilinu;  venture  to  a  man  of  James  Diiane's  temperament,  energetic,  sp.ning 
no  p.iins  to  attain  what  he  thought  riglu  and  hisdiilv,  and  generous  to  a  lauli. 
Ai'<  the  letters  are  written  to  induee  the  owner  of  the  l.nid  lo  forego  evi'ry  right. 
The  most  p(jlite  and  abject  letters,  when  favors  anil  iiu])rovements  were  (lesire<l, 
and  rough  and  insolent  replies  to  .my  recpiesi  to  t'uhill  their  obligations.  I  have 
often  tliought  that  the  publications  of  these  letters  and  tlieir  replies  would  siiue- 
what  d.nnp  the  ardor  of  our  extreme  Radicals.  It  is  a  great  ])ity  that  this  superb 
and  lo\ely  ciainlry.  with  Us  rirli  lields  and  rolling  mountains  should  be  so  little 
known  to  those  in  searcli  of  the  picturescpie. 

'•  Anthony  Duane  was  a  most  earnist  C'hnri  hman.  Ilis  contributions  toward 
the  expenses  of  Trinity  Churcli  were  anu)ng  the  mi^st  liberal  on  their  records. 
He  was  vestryman  of  Trinii\'  rinnch  from  1732  to  1747. 

"  His  third  wife  was  Cliietje  Riker,  widow  of  Thomas  I, inch,  by  whom  he 
had  no  children. 

"  -Viithony  Duane  left  a  very  huge  jiroperty  on  his  death,  1747  ;  among  other 
j)ieces  of  land  the  present  site  i/f  (bauurcy  I'arU,  New  \'ork.  In  a  letter  of 
James  Duane  to  his  wife,  after  the  Revolution,  he  alludes  to  this  f.irm  and  the 
beautiful  grounds  witii  the  lish  \)o\n\  and  fountains.  The  house  having  been 
occu])ied  by  liritish  officers  during  the  War  the  letter  s  ;ys  '  you  will  find  the 
cellars  in  most  excellent  condition  and  the  wiiK'  bins  in  good  repair,  the  house 
has  suffered  but  little.'  James  Duane  was  but  eleven  yeais  of  age  when  his 
father  died  and  Robert  Livingston,  the  third  Lord  of  the  .Manor,  having  been 
appointed  by  his  father  and  grandfather  executor  and  gu.ndian,  the  young  James 
was  taken  to  Livingston  .Manor  to  reside.  His  elder  brothers  entering  the  Navy 
and  his  youngest  ilaughter  nent  to  live  with  their  sleiimoiher. 

"  This  accounts  for  the  great  intimacy  between  the  Li\ingstons  and  J.inies 
Duane  which  was  further  cemented  by  the  marriage  of  James  Duane  to  Maria 
Livingston,  the  eldest  daughter  of  his  guardian,  on  October  21st,  1759. 
There  are  but  few  of  .Maria  Livingston's  letters  cxl.int  ;  lliey  are  written  in  a 
careful  hand,  state  but  few  fads,  but  much  .ilTectioii  and  solicitude  for  her  hus- 
band absent  at  the  Congress  in  I'hiladelphia.  The  young  couple  (ccupied  a 
house  in  New  N'ork  ("ily  below  Wall  street  and  spent  their  sinniners  at  Duanes- 
burgh  or  at  the  .Manor,  keiping  the  house  at  fnameri  y  I'aik  for  an  (iccasioiial 
change  (;f  air. 

"Their  eldest  daughter  Maria  was  born  November,  1761.  She  w.is  afteiward 
the  wife  of  flciieral  William  North,  the  aid  of  fleneral  .Sieubeii.  Letters  from 
her  teacher  in  New  York  show  that  no  pains  were  spared  on  her  eiliicatiou, 
tcjilet  or  deportment,  an<l  the  many  references  to  '  the  fair  and  charming  I'olly,' 
'my  best  res])ects  an<l  compliments  to  .Miss  Polly  if  yon  are  writing,'  as  |)cist- 
scripls  ill  many  of  the  letters  to  her  father  from  the  officers  and  statesmen  of  the 
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■r.i.vj-s  in -AM-: 

•I- ...Che- .f R.,,,,, j.ivin' ,,;.;, ■■" ';>"""' •'""'' ''^" ^'■■'' '— ■ 

<:-gc.  \Vasl,ing,..n  IVll.  a  R  ,r  '  i''""  ""T,  '"^■"'  "'"''"  "^^'g-'^  l^^'". 
r.«I,  at  iK-r  si.sfer's.  A,,-  'jl  s  ,  ?^''"'"^^'-''-  ^'"'''"■'-'  '''-'  '-nK„- 
«l.e  possession  of  y.n..  IX.a  c  F.  nnc^u  n'T"'  17';  ''"'""'"  """'^"'-'^  ^  '" 
"<!-.,.  young  c;l.t„,e  wit,,  .^^  :  ^  ^  l^'f  r'  '^"-■-'-•R'--  was  a  n„,st 
"-^  I-  n.,cne.l  in  the  sl.ape  of         l!,-    1      '     :;"'rT.f "  '"""^^"  ^>-  -" 

'"g-  iuui  one  of  hi.  ,„„  ,,„,,,,  ,.,i,„e.,  ;r:.;:::;:,,„':"'-.:'^''-' '.'— "  ^^--i- 

eyes  and  sniiic  ajjout  the  niouth  seen.l,,,,  ,  "  '  '■•^■;— ""^ '"'"""""n  o|  i|,e 
g-tWlcation  of  the  young  giHThZniM"'""  '"  ''"'  ""'"^''^  ^"  "- 
bu...;.  now  in  the  .losseLtn  of  ll     .  ^s  Z::;.'":/"''  '""^^  "  '^"^"'- 

"Among   the   ieilers   i.>   .1,  -'' ""^  ""'"'^  '•'■'"''tTslonehaugh. 

Vork.  and  then   a   long  , Juer  f  o  ,    L  ,  "''^  "'"^  '^''''   •'^^'"'"'  '"  ^-^ 

^-'^  "■<-'  advantages  tf  havingM'olh  '  ,/;  V;^"'"  '"  "™i-'au- se.tn.g 
-th  hi,n  .t  u,e  manor  duringf  the  .V,  ,  ,,  n"'-  •■'"'"•'-'"'''-'  >en,a,n 
from  the  san,e,  expressing  his  'u    f  c  '".'"'''--"e  tunes.     ()„„,  ,    .,.,3 

at  the  n,ano,  Poiiy  ,„d'the  ^^^^C'Tlr'"'  ''''  "'  "'^^  ''>''-- 
recovered  of  ti,e  smallpox  '  '     ''^"""   '  '''  ^"»"   as  they  have 

seeiii'Xe't':;:,  aiirt:;,;:;  ;"^ ":-"  "■^•■■•■' '-  --<  ^--"^-ip 

spondence  shows  that  ev      '.        '  ,  '       ""  "'  '""''>■  '^'"-■'^  'l--"  --re- 

-any  letters  also  no^  ^ZI;:^"^'  "'p  ""'"'^' ^''^•'■^''-  ''"- a- 
al-ays  in  trouble,  always  ex  e  ?.o  «  ""■■  '  "■  '"'  "'■"^"'  '-'^■'■'•^^"'■> 
^'■-■ing  the  plans  of  hLxciefatL^tT^  ""  '"  """"■  ""— -- 

always  hoping  his  •  d.ar  l.o.h^    .^^^J     lli' t;!  ^-'■"•>'  ^-"^-n  of  hi„, 

1-  .l.ft.culties.     A   great   many  le  ,e  s   from  """  ""'"  '""  ''"""^^  "" 

l^rulge,  England,  fnll  of  descrimions  of  "■'  -"""''   '""^'"'"^  "'  <'a-"- 

^^•■"-  -i,es  .  n.y  allowance  o  ^^^^^^^^  '  '"'"  \7  ^"""■""■"  ^"  '"-  ''■"- 
f'^o  per  annum  and  shouhuirrt  Ur^s ^  V''^  '  "^'^■"  ''"^  "" '' 
'■'^■"igston's  have  that  allowance     tho-  f  ,      ,  '  "'-'  *"""""''  *''^  ^''-ilip 

'  ^}-"-'^<^  •  I-ivingston  wril  -:  'Z:'  '^^  ^'-"•.  ^'-o.'  Ro,.,' 
"■'"-;  '  •-«  of  you  keep  this  fr.  ,  si  P^;^";;"'-  ■"  -!">•  "f  them  ,s 
Renerat.on  ,0  know  „,.,,  these  great-^r ,ndf  ,h  '  r  '"^'V'n.nse  the  present 
the.r  father  R„hert  Livingston  '::;''' ^''^ ''''''^  ^1'"'^^  "'  •''e^r  letters  of 
honored  governor,-,  our  e^":dr:'V;'  "  7'  '''  ' -"-  Pa.er,'  Mhe 
f-  '  brother  James  '  to  keep  1 1|  ',        7       '  ''''  ''''''"'  ^"  — "^ 

-ce  their  mother's  death  lak^  .^:r,;;>- "^  ^^^  ''''")•.  who  had 

'     ^  "ith  the  younger  children.     James 
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Diiaiie's  own  lirotliors  write  also  with  m.iiiy  troulilcs  to  tell,  and  desciiptions  of 
their  life  in  Jamaica  or  luiplai;W.  One  letter  Inin  lajilani  Aliraliain  l)(iai:e  in 
London  yives  a  curiuns  idea  ol  tlie  '  wire  |)ulling  nillnenii'  to  be  obtained  '  they 
called  it,  needed  tor  a  connniM^ion  and  a  ship,  in  the  Navy  of  17O4.  J.niies 
Duane  studied  law  in  the  otiiee  of  the  celebrated  James  Alexander.  lie  was 
appointed  t'lerk  of  the  C!ourt  of  Chancery  on  the  2otli  of  Aprd,  1762.  In  1767 
to  act  as  King's  Attorne\  (.luring  the  absence  of  William  Kempe,  the  Allorney- 
Cieneral,  in  England.  lioundary  (.'oniniissioiier  111  1708  and  17S4.  The  most 
imi)ortant  work  for  New  Vork  state  being  the  seithnieiit  of  the  C"oniicciicut 
claims  ..  d  the  long  conlroversary  between  New  \'ork  and  New  ilamiishiie  iit 
regard  to  the  \'ermoiit  lands.  James  Diiane  was  appointed  by  New  \'oik  to 
delend  the  rights  of  New  York  from  the  aggressions  of  New  Hampshire. 

•'()|  J. lines  l)uane  as  a  patriot,  the  letters  of  his  contemporaries  show  suffi- 
cient proof  and  the  actions  of  New  \  ork  state  on  his  return  from  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  show  that  the  (jIiI  [iroverb  '  a  prophet  save  in  his  own  country  '  was 
fake  in  his  case.     James  iJiiane  was  a  member  of  thecommilteeof  One  1  Itindied. 

•'  He  was  sent  as  first  Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress,  1774.  A  letter  to 
bis  wile  describes  the  state  of  the  roads  and  the  lounlry  and  tlie  departure  from 
the  city  with  the  enthusiastic  crowds,  cheers  and  farewell  speeches.  In  a  history 
of  New  Vork,  recently  written,  the  bitter  speech  of  Adams  is  rejieated,  with  no 
attempt  at  proving  or  disproving  the  assertion  that  James  l)naiie  was  as  we 
should  now  SLiy  •  sitting  on  the  tence.'  .Alter  a  \ei>(arefiil  examination  of 
many  volumes  of  his  letters  to  his  most  confidential  friends  and  faniil)' — 1  have 
uniie  to  the  conclusion  that  the  attack  of  Adams  was  merely  jiersonal  spite,  for 
the  opinion  of  men  like  Washington,  Jay,  SchuyUr,  (ireene,  Ilamilloii  and 
Morris  shoidd  outweigh  this  (Uie  assertion.  The  letters  of  his  wife  deprecating 
his  absence  are  answered  by  '  in  tiims  like  these  a  man  must  serve  his  country 
either  in  the  council  or  in  the  field." 

"  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  from  1774  to  1784.  Ap- 
pointed Slate  Senator  178^  in  the  place  of  Sir  James  Jay  and  reelected  until 
1785,  when  other  duties  rendered  this  impossible,  (  >n  his  return  to  New  \'ork 
the  jieoph'  liy  a  unanimous  vote  appointed  James  Duane  first  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  New  Vork  and  a  charming  letter  of  congratulation  from  Ceneral  Washington 
on  the  a|)pointnient  is  amongst  his  papers  in  the  possession  of  his  great-grand- 
daughter Mrs.  John  lileecker  Miller.  In  1789  General  Washington  created  the 
First  District  Court  of  the  United  Stales  and  apjiointed  James  Duane  first  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  the  Court.  Hamilton  gives  an  interesting  account  of  this  appoint- 
ment, great  innuence  having  been  brought  for  Lewis  Morris  and but 

the  president  declaring  his  intention  that  he  knew  a  better  choice  than  either  of 
these  and  then  asking  Hamilton  to  retiuest  of  James  Duane  acceptance  of  the 
same.  That  this  was  (piite  unexpected  by  James  Duane,  a  long  letter  to  '  dear 
Polly  '  testifies  describing  the  scene  and  what  had  been  told  him  by  Hamilton 
and  craving  her  forgiveness  for  having  decided  on  so  important  a  matter  w  itli- 
oiit  at  first  consulting  her  wishes  by  saying  that  he  hatl  only  si.\  hours  to  decide 
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iiiul  that  lie  felt  suit'  iliai  mi  llatii'iing  a  im'ssagc  from  ilie  ■'resilient  tlemaidccl 
compliance. 

"James  Diiaiie  was  vcsiryman  of  'i'riiiily  (.'liuuli  fidin  t;;^  to  1777,  and 
warileii  of  Trinity  CJhuri  li  from  1784  to  1794. 

"  He  Iniilt  a  pretl)  little  cluirch  at  Dnaneslnugh,  \vlii(  li  lie  well  eiuliweil  ami 
gave  a  glebe  farm  for  the  use  of  tin'  dergyman.  'The  vestry  of  Trinity  t'hnuli 
in  New  N'ork  jiresented  the  cluirch  at  Duaneshnrgli  with  two  large,  heavy  silver 
chalices  and  plates  for  the  communion  table  as  a  testimony  of  James  1  Jiiaie's 
devotion  to  his  duties  as  warden  and  vesli\man.  'The  church  celebialed  its 
centennial  August,  1S94,  when  the  descendants  ])resenie(l  the  chinch  wiih  a 
font,  ewer  and  bracket  and  the  iieople  of  Dtianesbiirgh  ga\e  a  beautiful  bruize 
bell  to  hang  in  the  tower.  James  Diiane  and  his  wife  and  several  of  his  children 
are  buried  in  the  vault  under  the  church  and  handsome  mural  tablets  commeni- 
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VIEW  OF  "OLD  HAND  ORGAN/ 

orate  their  names  on  the  walls.  'The  old  s(|iia:e  family  pew  stiil  exists  with  its 
crimson  dam.isk  curtains  and  the  puli)it  a  real  '  three  decker  '  with  (  rimson 
cushions  and  place  for  the  clerk,  the  reader  and  the  preacher  one  above  the 
other. 

"  I"  1794.  James  Duane's  tailing  health  obliged  him  to  give  up  his  judgeshi|) 
and  a  very  beautiful  letter  from  Ceneral  Washington  testifies  in  ilic  failhlnlness 
of  the  fullilment  of  his  duties.  lie  went  to  his  new  house  .nt  1  )iiaiaslnngli.  but 
belore  it  was  in  order  it  was  comiiletely  destro_\eil  by  i'lre.      ile  then  went  to  live 
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ill  Silicncitaily  with  liis  only  son  J.imes  Clialliaiii  I'ikuu'  who  liad  maiiiid  oih 
(il  J)ic(.'inl)L'r,   1792,  Marianne  Huwfis,  daiiglilcr  of  Ili'iiry  ]iowi'is,  of  New   Wik 


cily. 


Ill 
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il 


IS  wile 


survived   III 


Mrs.  Alliol  IVII. 


in   iiiilil    iSji,  (lying  at    lljik'   Park,  tiio  ii'sideiu  c  ut    iitr  dauj;lili'r, 


l>y  ills  gioal  i^rcat  gninddangliti'r,  Makia  IHaM':  I!i.iixki;u  Mu.i.ik  (.  ox. 
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vciitc(l,  and  llic  one  JaiiRs  huaiiL'  lived  in  at  Duaiicslnirgli,  N.  \' 
di'Wii  and  ik)  ski'tcli  lell.  I  tan  send  )ou  a  iiluitcgiapli  ul'  tlie  lnuise  Junes 
Diiane  iniill  lor  ids  daiij;liler  ( '.illianiie,  wlio  li\i'd  lliere  man)  \iais,  .ind  llie 
liieliiri'  sliows  where  tlie  |nirlrail  uf  (leiu'ral  Wasiiinglun  h.ings,  and  snine  ol  llie 
old  I'nriiitiire  iVdin  tlie  did  house;  es|ieei,illy  an  old  hand  origan,  lieautitiilly  in- 
l.iid,  w  hieli  |ila\s  .ill  the  old  airs  lashion.ilile  in  niv  ;;ieal  ^randniolher's  liav.  'I  o 
tliis  (lid  orj;aii  have  (l.ineed  four  generations.  I  will  try  and  send  jmi  S.illic 
Dii.inc's  jjieture  and  the  Uiianc  ( oat  of-arnis.  The  l.uier  is  copied  from  an  old 
seal—  in  the  iiossissioii  of  my  Innlher  John  Uleeeker  Miller — belonging  to 
Anlhoiiv  iHiane,  the  lather  ot  J.nnes  Diiaiie." 


!     f 


'riiL'  lullowing  letter  has  never  appeared  in  print. 

"SmjaI'ch.a,  1 'coi'IIiIk  t  Killi,  I7711. 
••  in  AU  SiU: 

"  WIk'ii  cm  my  jounu'y  from  !  iiil.iilcl|ilii;i  I  ciniu-  In  iIr'  Manor,  llie  sliiliiij;  vv.is  alu'iuly 
luavy,  llii'  niilil  «i  .illui  tlin.ilcii  il  il»llli  iii^l.iiil  lll■■^IUl^lioll,  ami  my  i.illlr  wric  mi  weak 
ami  fatij^iu'il  lli.it  I  il.ucil  not  vcnlun'  a  vi>il.  Winn  I  ainvnl  .il  ( 'oll;;^c^>,  I  proiiosi'il  loi  llic 
s  use  ol  llic  llmise  wlicllitr  we  ^liouM  (;ive  W.ii  lo  ilie  lmlian^  or  not,  ami  uu  wlial  terms  llic 
eommittee,  wlio  liacl  lieeii  a|ipulnleil  on  a  leller  ol  iiiine  on  lliat  Milijeet  weie  onU'ieil  lo  reporl 
wliieli  was  (lone,  ami  I  ilulose  eopies  of  llie  lesoliilions  as  afjieeil  lo  liy  llie  lioiise.  .\n  aildi- 
lion.il  one  was  iimuciI  '  Tli.il  llie  linli.ins  shonlil  he  iei|uire<l  lo  i cile  pail  ol  llieli  (  onnlry  lor 
llie  lu-llelil  aiul  lielloof  of  llie  I  lliled  Si. lies  111  jHlieial  lo  lie  (lls|iose(l  ol  l>y  (  on^Mess.'  'I'llis 
pioihieeil  an  anim.Ueil  ileli.ile  l>i;l  « .is  aller  some  man  cf^emenl  ujeetiil  ;  li.i|'|iily  loi  11s  nol  a 
iiieinlier  ol  llie  House  in  l.ivoi  of  the  ri'sojiitioii  leeolleeteil,  01  seemed  lo  reeolli'el,  llie  .Aet 
p.issed,  liy  our  I.efjisl.iluie  In  lliosc  last  sessions  for  making  a  siinilai' deniaml  in  la\ or  ol  iIk- 
.Slale.  I  veiily  lielicved  liad  it  oeeiiiied  llial  the  resohilion  would  li.ive  lieeii  eariied,  ami  wc 
should  at  le.isl  li.ive  li.el  niiieli  lioiilile  in  a  fiiliiie  d.iy.  'I'lie  millions  however  aie  not 
t;iven  up,  loi  luloie  I  hll  (  on'.Mcss  I  s.uv  a  iiiollun  in  Mr.  Shei  man's  li.nid  »hi.  Ii  he  inlemled 
lo  iiiiiodiiee,  iiiir|ioiiiiii;  ■  That  all  l.in.ls  '  ■■nloloie  t;ranlalile  liy  llie  Kiii);ol  t  ileal  Hrilaiii 
wliiUl  sovenij^n  ol  lliis  ('oiiiilry,  in  wli. never  Stale  lliey  mif^lil  l.iy.  and  of  (o.iiils  llial  linil 
not  already  heeii  made  ,  should  !«•  lonsideicd  as  the  propeily  of  ilu-  I  luled  Slates  and  t;iant- 
alile  liy  ('011^1  ess.'  lie  insisted  sliemiously  on  llie  ei|nity  ol  llie  me.isiire,  as  did  the  j;iiille- 
niaii  fmiii  Maryland  and  some  olheis,  the  interest  of  whose  coiisiiuienls  l.iy,  or  appealed  to  lay 
the  oilier  way;  Iml  they  added  that  'if  New  VoiU,  and  sueh  oilier  Slates,  whose  wesUiii 
liiiunds  were  iiiihliiiile  or  weic  prelelided  lo  extend  lo  the  sonliiwaid  wou'd  he  eoiileiiled  with 
a  reason. ilile  W  islei  11  exieiil,  Il  would  .illord  satisl.u  lion,  |irevent  dislui  li.im  es,  and  i  oniplele  the 
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syivania  ...i.,,  is  I..L  I-,!. 'n^!,  ^  i':;''  ^" ' '7" '"<•  ^-<. n... .,„„„. .„  ,,„;.: 

,..,.,  oniano,  an.l   „„.„„„,   ,|,a,    I..L..  a,„i  ,1„    ,     L':;''',     """^     "'"  T'"''"  '''  '™''^  "' 

"..I.-  f.,r  ,1,0  l,.,u„.N  ,„  X,,,  ^„,,,       ,„  ,     ,      "  '  ""-  •^'•.l-;'»rc.,u..  ,„  ,|,.  45,1,  ,,,,„,,  .„   ,^,„. 

•■ ■; "-  ^-'^ It. I  i.y  ..,:r't::;  ,::';;::;.;;;„:: ;:;';-'  ■■>  "■•■  • ^'^■"- .. 

"">■  l.,yo,„|  ,1„.  |„„„„K  ,„,, ,„,  '  J"'^  "  »•  ■■»'!  I..-  IM..,.-.-,!  ,1,,,,  all  ,1,.  ,,,,i- 

■'•■""i'  ""•  '<•  '"Ilea,  yo„r  al,..„|i„„  |„  ,|„.  ,„  ,„  ",'   """    '  "i''lilii''"l^  -n  ,1,.  .„l,Kr,. 

;:!;;;";:;;:;:'"""-  "■  "•  ^'■"^'  "•  - '- ■■'--■: ;:: ::::::::::::;::;; ;:::;;;:: 

'"--n;  ;:::;:;■:::::: ;;;;,;;-;,::--        ■; ^ : 

•■-  ,■.......,„„■(, Ml  I.,|u,l„„„,s       I   ,,„„,„  ,  "'•■'^i''!'-      ^'•»  ai,a„^;nnr,iKa,,.|„ 

"'   'I .Ul.nn,,,,   J,,,,,,    .a:,,   •,'','''""■ '^''^"  ""•'""■" '■.,„ .,„„,, 

-'   I-  '"  ii'V  ...i.K  ,n  ,l„.  Annv    f  I  l^ul  """"  '"  '"'""■  ""■^-  """'''  '-- 

^ - ■•■I- -1-. . ,u.di„e,i a,.,.    ;       '""'"'r'^^"- '--iiH-. ■.„„„,. 

'  "••■'  ^'*Mi-'  'I-  "111--  .l„l  no,  ,,„,!,  „',,                  ";           "•  ^•■'■-'•'ly  '"   \Va,-  as  „,.  .,,,,.,,„„. 
I'"'''"-   "!>•■  )•"..  will    Ik-   s„n„K,,|  ,,  ,    i  "  ""  """>■•      ■\"cr  wl.a,  I  |,av..  ..x,..,  „.,„■. 

:;,„';;::•" '"- '- ■■-«-:=^»::rn;;::T::r;:;"r;!":-- 

.«:■  -:  ':;;';:::;„s:;;;:::; ;;;: ;::-;;::  ^::: - '; <  »■ - .- « -. : 

>".  »i"„  V.,,  ,,,,,„  „„„„  ,„„  ,,„„,  ,,>„";  ■;!; ~  !■■- I,  ,,„ki„„ , ,„.„,i, 

■"'""-■■"""'" > ■' >■." i' ..v,.„„„, „,„„„,  ,    , 


"  I  Ills  ilisaijanfjcjiicn,  (ilni 
I'arnii.iil  o|    il 
"vc-r  Ihr  i.iiiliii 
"■<i<y.      Il   II  11,,' 

'■''"^'  l'''i'''  '"  iIh-  <  uiI  IV|,.,ili„ri„s, 
an 


Hon. 


jVMKs  DiANi:.  tby. 


"  I  am  ilrai  Sn, 

""■'"'"••■ly  fli••l>'llyaM,lal,,.,■,i„„atc 
'•^'■lllillH•|l,,   N'uiiK  ,1,..,  ,,|j,  _ 

"  I'll.  S,  iir\  1 1,1;. 


"  (■■i;nii.,:mi  N . 


"  N'lW  \\,KK,  71I,  Ichiujiv.  i7,S.i 


my  iliily  1(1  inin 


■  <--•• "  1.:  .1:  "r;:,::  ::;,;;:;;;'■:;;:;•■  '■ ;' ■;'  >■— i..iv>. „  ,.i. 

-  <•"  "ly  i-i  i.-n  .,„s„i,c„..ii         ,     r'  "  '"'' ' '"''''  ""■  """■•■  -'-•"■I"  -  I' 

'I' '  ■■"  "-  -Hvasi,,,,;  „„,   ,    1;  ';;'■;":[;'•'•  ";>"»; -m-l  »isl,..sa,„l  „„.,„llv  l„. 

^'■•-"  '-"'  iiiil— 1  nu.  «.i,l,  sn„inum,l     V,      r7      i     \        ""'  '">'""■  •"'•'■•l-He  a.ul 
"  "  '-^  '  >-li.'vc  lu.,.„  „..„,  „.„  .  '"''■  "'"'■''  '■' ''■'  ''-■  •  "•i-l- 

"""" """-•'' '---Ill -i"v:;:;:i:\::!:,r;:;'7:;v:''-^'^ 
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A    (lODCim.l)   OF   WASHINGTON 


me  twenty  guineas  towards  the  Relief  of  my  suflciiiit;  l'"eIlo\vciti/.cns  in  youi  respective 
Wards.  My  liberality  on  so  laudable  an  occasion  is  limited  by  the  Shock  which  has  depleted 
my  private  Tortune  in  the  proj^ress  of  the  War,  but  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  my  utmost  ef- 
forts to  proinolo  the  Prosperity  of  my  Native  t'ity  and  the  Happiness  of  its  Worthy  In- 
haliitants  will  be  prosecuted  with  unremitted  zeal. 

"  1  havi'  tlie  Honor  to  bo — Worlliy  (ioiillemen 
"  with  (he  ulniosl  Regard, 

"  Vour  iiio^t  obliged  S: 

"  most  obedient  servant 
"  Jas.  Uuane. 
"  To  the 

"  Worthy  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
"  of  the  (Jity  of  Now  York." 


A\    UNI'LHLISHEn    l.F.TTER. 


"  NiAV  VoKK,  30th  September,  1789. 
"  Yini  may  remember,  my  dearest  I'olly,  that  I  could  not  see  you  set  sail  on  account  of  the 
common  council  which  was  then  assembling.  I  had  hardly  taken  my  seat  at  the  board  when  I 
received  a  message  that  Col.  Ilamiltnn  wished  to  speak  with  me.  He  asked  me  to  walk  into 
a  private  room,  and  then  to  my  groat  surprise  informed  me  that  he  was  sent  by  the  rresident 
of  the  United  States  to  know  whether  I  would  accejit  the  olVuo  of  District  Judge.  I  told  him 
as  I  never  had  solicited,  exiiected,  or  even  wisliod  for  any  oltico  from  the  President,  knowing 
that  he  was  hard  pres-.ed  by  numberless  applicants  who  stood  more  in  need  than  myself,  I 
could  not  on  a  sudden  give  him  an  answer.  \\c  loUl  me  that  il  was  not  noces^ary,  and  lh;u  1 
might  take  that  day  lo  consider  of  it.  On  empiiring  from  him  I  found  those  were  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  afl'air :  very  great  interest  had  been  made  for  the  Chief  Justice  Morris,  for 
Judge  Yates  and  Mr.  Harrison.  When  the  point  was  to  be  deciiled  Col.  Hamilton  and  .\lr. 
Jay  wore  present.  'The  I'ro^i^lonl  observed  that  lie  conceived  a  more  respeelable  appoiiilmeiit 
than  either  of  the  (lentlomon  recommended  could  be  made,  and  named  me.  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  Mr.  Jay  declared  that  they  were  of  the  same  sonliments  ;  On  which  the  President  replied 
that  he  was  pleased  lo  lind  that  his  opinion  was  conliniud  by  llieirs,  and  Col.  Hamilton  was 
reipiesled  to  deliver  the  above  message  to  me.  .Mler  the  common  ( nuiicil  ailjourned,  I  found 
I  was  to  decide  on  a  ipieslion  of  great  moment  which  greatly  concerned  my  family  without  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  with  you  or  any  of  the  children.  1  communicated  it  to  the  liaron 
(Steuben)  alone,  who  was  very  earnest  that  I  should  accept  it.  I'mtli  oliices  1  consider  as 
highly  lionorable.  They  are  eipially  prolilable.  The  Judge's  place  is  helil  under  the  com- 
mission of  the  I'resident  of  the  United  Stales  during  good  behavior:  the  .May(u's  annually  re- 
noweil  at  the  whim  of  a  council  of  appointment.  The  Judge's  ollice  pcrmils  him  to  ro>jde  in 
any  jiarl  of  the  State,  and  alVords  a  suflicient  portion  of  leisure  for  his  private  allairs,  and  recre- 
ation and  study.  The  Mayor's  demands  the  most  ..lavish  conllnement  and  a  waste  of  time  on 
insignilicant  matters,  as  well  as  care  .  nd  assiduity  on  those  which  are  imporlaiil.  In  short 
if  he  is  upright,  and,  as  he  ought  to  be  easy  of  access,  he  cannot  call  an  hour  of  his  lime  his 
own.  These  are  the  chief  consiileralions,  which  with  the  honorable  manner  the  ollice  was  C(m- 
ferred  on  me  induced  me  to  iclurn  an  answer  in  the  evening  that  I  accepted  il.  .\s  soon  as  it 
was  known  that  the  Senate  approved  of  my  nomiiialion,  I  sent  a  resignation  of  ihe  Mayoralty 
to  Ihe  Ciovernonr.  The  Council  of  appointmeni  met  the  day  after  and  appointed  Col.  \'arick, 
who  reliiiipii^-hed  the  pla'  e  of  Stales  .Attorney,  as  my  successor.  The  14tli  inst.  he  will  be 
cpialilied,  and  I  clear  of  it.  Till  ihen  I  iiiii.</  adminisler  il.  While  I  am  writing  this  loiter,  I 
receive  an  invitation  lo  dine  with  the  I'resident  to  uioriow.     I  prosumo  I  shall  then  receive  my 
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commission,  Hliich  I  owe  solely  to  his  repaid  for  nn,l„      i      •■        . 

my  promotion  ,ives  satisfaction.  At  ,h'  .1  ti  Tec  ir"""  "'"  ''  '  '^"'  "°'  ''^"^-'^• 
conduct  as  tiieir  chief  Magistrate      Mv   r  ^  !  '"  '''"'-■•''  "'*="■  ''I'l''""-^'--  "f  ".y 

November,  and  held  eve^'  e  .0'  L  H  T"  7]  )"'  ""'''"'  °"  "■^-  "'■■^'  ''""-'^y  ■•" 
.-.e  Supreme  Court  in  the  d '^^^^  si  J  ^ ':  I  M  .  T'  '^'''^'''''  ""'>  ""■  J""«« '^'■ 
yearly  at  New  York  and  Alhany  alternate  *^""""^  "''•'f^^"  ^^'i  "'^'"'^er 


"For  Mrs.  Duanf.." 


'  Vour  alfeclionatc  and  faithful  husband, 


"  J.VMES  DUANF. 


^^^»» 


DUANE  ARMS. 
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ROliERI'  R.    I.niNGS'I'ON 
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Miiiisli'i-  to  I'ltiihc  iSoi  i>io4 

Tliis  portrait  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  lirst  (/iKincL'llor  of  the  State  of  New 
\'urk,  was  tlie  work  of  Julm  Vaiulerlyn,  tlie  noted  ]>ainter,  and  was  presented  to 
the  Njw  \'oik  lli^iiirical  Society  liy  Mrs.  'I'luiiiiiison  Livingston.  Jt  re|)resents 
tiiat  dislinguislied  gentleman  in  the  court  dress  worn  by  liini  as  Minister 
I'ienipiitenliar)'  of  the  United  Stales  to  llie  Court  of  France,  (hning  tiie  t'on- 
siilate  of  tlie  Fust  Xa|)oieon. 

"  The  common  ancestor  of  the  Livingstons  in  this  c(.untry  was  Jului  Living- 
ston, a  (Urect  descendant  from  the  fusl  Larl  of  Culluden  (  i  :;29  to  i,vjo).  and  an 
energetic  preacher  of  the  Kel'urnied  Chun  h  in  Scotland,  ulio  w;is  b.inished  from 
that  country  in  i66_5,  for  luju-contormiiy  with  prelaiitai  ride,  lie  lied  fur 
refuge  to  Holland,  that  glorious  land  where  civil  liberty  and  the  rights  of  con- 
science are  universally  eiijuyed,  rcs]ieited,  and  maintained,  and  sclllcd  in  Rot- 
terdam, in  which  city  he  died  in  1672, 

"Of  the  seven  (hildren  (jf  the  worthy  <lerg)nian,  one,  a  son  named  Rubert, 
who  was  born  in  Rcixburgshire,  in  Scdtl.nid,  in  i''i54,  emigrated  fimn  lloll.iud 
to  New  York  about  1675.  In  1686  he  secured,  b)'  purchase  frcjin  the  Indians, 
a  large  tract  of  land  for  which  he  subseipiently  recei\e(l  a  grant  frtiu  Cioveinor 
Doug  111  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  bv  which  the  same  was  made  the  Manor 
and  Lcjrdsliip  of  Livingston,  with  the  privilege  to  its  owner  of  hulding  a  Cmirt- 
leet  and  a  Court-baron,  aiul  with  the  right  of  advowson  to  all  the  churches  within 
its  boundaries. 

"  liy  a  Royal  Charter  issued  by  George  L,  in  1715,  this  grant  was  confirmed, 
anil  the  additional  privileges  of  selecting  a  re|iiesentative  to  the  Ceueral 
Assembl)-  of  the  Colony,  and  two  constables,  were  colilerred  iipun  the  tenants 
of  the  manor.  The  original  manor  covered  an  area  computed  at  t'roin  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  to  one  hundred  and  liftv  thuusand  acres,  and  in- 
cluded very  nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Culumbia 
in  this  state.  ( )f  this  vast  estate  much  has  jiassed  out  of  the  jiossession  of  the 
family  by  sale  and  otherwise,  but  a  large  portion  siill  retains  the  name  of,  and  is 
coni|)rised  in  the  .M.incr  of  Livingston,  as  originally  created. 

"  The  wile  of  this  Robert  Livingston  was  of  the  Scliii)ler  family,  another 
])rominent  race  in  this  state,  many  of  whom  have  also  been  greatly  distinguished 
in  historv.  There  were  three  sons  frcjm  this  union — I'hilip,  Colbeit,  and 
Robert — who  became  the  heads  of  diliereiit  branches  of  this  celebrated  family. 

"  The  eldest  of  these  three  sons,  I'hilip.  the  second  proprielfir  of  the  manor 
and  Lordship  of  Livingston,  had  a  sou  \> '1  1  bore  his  name,  and  who  inheniid 
the  spirit  <if  his  great-grandralher,  the  reverend  gentleman  who  lied  to  Ilollanil 
rather  than  violate   princiiile.      'I'his   I'liilip  was  born   in  Albany  in   1716,  and 
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died  ill  York,  Pennsylvani.i    inii-s       \i,i,       i 

one  of  the  most  JuJ^a^t  ,/    "7'«''  ''  '"^^'^''^"^  1^7  profession,  and 

having  been  graduated  u  tl  cl  "  ',  !  "'"n  ^l'  °'  '""'^'  "'"^''*'°"' 

and  tn.st  in   hi.  native  coioiu-  f .       ^'^^'  ?  ,    ''''  """>'  "'''^'^'•■^  "^  '"">'"• 

C'uionial  llonse  of  A^en    I       i   .     «  'TT"        "'!  "'^' "'  ''^•^^'  ^'"^'^  '"  "- 

wh.h  secn-ed  innnonah.y  .,f  his  .Z  ^:^'::^;:r  "^"'""  ^'  ^"'  ^'^^ 

sketche  :;;;,;;i::;::"; ':':!::  ^^ :"^  r^?'^  "•"--  "^  •>-  i-  ^-^^  •<.:.., 

his  -vi;.s  as  .^R^  ;iCn,;r"'^  ''•^     -^  ^^^^-^  "'^'■-^->  ^'t  •■-  ■-,  .or 

of  the  s.:„e  of  New  J     "         '  ''""^'";"  '':"'"  ^^'^•"'  ■'--'y.  --'  -  f  l^vcrnor 

^^^^^^^.^  ^.  .^_  Jus.)  ,  th,s  latter  posU.on  he  held  t.U  the  close  of  his  active 

""'1   ""l->'^'>,t  part   in   the  \      ■   f  ,    r   V'^'   ,  '"'"""'"   "'""^  ^"'  ^•'-'''^••^ 

I='...o,ne.  and  ^.s  pronl^rt,^  .rr;:-  t^'  n'  '"^  ^^'"""■^  °^ 
P"l'"c  positions,  and  in   1806  was  rnsed       ,1  ,    "7''^''''  "'"">' '"'I'ortant 

the  United  States      J  lis  death        l-  '  "'^  "'"  •^"1"'^""^  ^'°""  "f 

ing  this  assen.hl  ,e        d         '^     j t^  "'  "'^  '«:''  "^  ^'-•^'•'  '«^3.     Follow- 

of  Livin,sto,t  a..jn,ed  dS  at  ^;:;'';::'""r'''''^  ^'^"^•^'■^•^''  '^'-'y 

.i^;  h,,t  of  Utese  tin.e  w,ll  not  JJ:!  tZ^:!!:'  ''''"''  "'^'"^^  ''  '^^^ 

Robert  Livingston,  fust  Lord  and  Patentee  of  the  Manor,  f  i  •  • 
to  Ins  yonngest  son  Robert  thirteen  thonsan.l  ac  e     „  '    '"""T"'  '"" 

town  of  Clermont.     Tiiis  ennt  w-,.  in  .■  ,  ■  '         ''""'^  '''■'"«  'he 

plot  formed  an.ong  the      dh       .  !      "  ^'""'^'-■"y  -'<>  ^n.s.ratn.g  a 

His  only  son  ancU  hi  R  b^-  R  ^J  ^  T'  ""'""""""  '^'^  "^  "-"-• 
owner  of  this  lar.e  est  Ue      nd      n     ^''^"f ""',  ^'''^''^  "'  his  father's  death  the 

ing  the  appointnS;:;' ;;  :'n^  :rE  ;;;;:'e;;:;r''H  "^  "■^^'"'^'  ^^^^'^- 

gate  10  the  Colonial  Congress,  which  na.  New  Vo  k  (f  ^  I"""  "  ''^•"■■■ 
consider  the  means  of  a  general  and  unit  c  .  .h,  fu  oJa  ::^^^^^  ^'V  '''^'  '  '" 
tat.on  of  their  condition  to  his  Ahiestv  ''.';,.''''''" '■''''■'■'^'"- 
">u.t,  and  to  inn.lore  relief  f    1    .  '  '  ""^  ""^  ^■'"-''^''  ^'"'i^- 

duties  and  ta^es'o,  h"  1  ^  X:^^  "T'"""'^  "'  '""  ""'">''  '^^^-S 
Act  Congress.      Robert   R  .  ^"  ''"""'"  '"  '"^'"'■>'  ^'^  'he  Stamp 

cla.ghter\nd  ch  e    'li       r^^'cT'T/"^^  ''"■«^""    '^^^^'"^"''   -'^ 

They  had  a  numeron        n,        ,f  ^'^i  ,^^''""^''   ''^^y  I^^-«-'kman,   of  Rhinebeck. 

i;^^.g.on,  orcierniti-'i: .:;:  ;r:Lir;:  '1^:";;^  r^  ""r-  '• 

of  Afyies  Cooper         "e't.    .       "I    '        "'«'^'    "''^"  "'"''"'■  "-'  l"-i''-'^T 
and  later  in  the  office  of     is  U  V''  ^""'■""  ^'"'■"''  •■"-'  '--'an' 

Jersey.  ''  "'  ''"■  '^""'"^'"'  ^-^^'''^r  \\iilian.  Livingston,  of  Ne^ 
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"  In  1773,  lie  was  ailiiiiitcd  to  the  bar,  and  for  a  sluiit  time  was  a  biisiiicss 
partnt-r  of  John  Jay.  lie  niit  with  ^n-at  succfss  in  thf  practice  tji  law,  and  was 
appointed  Recorder  of  tlie  city  of  Ne\v  \\>vk,  under  tlie  Crown,  in  177,?;  tliis 
ofticc  he  reiauied  but  two  years,  losing  it  throngli  his  allacluneiit  to  liberty  and 
bis  active  sympathy  with  ihe  revolutionary  spirit  of  his  couulrjmen,  wliic  li  to(  k 
form  in  deeds  in  1775. 

"  lie  was  sent  a  (lelei;ate  from  New  \'ork  to  the  C'onure^s  of  177(^1,  and  had 
the  lioiior  of  being  chosen  one  ol  a  ci-mmitlee  of  five  to  drafi  llic  Dechiration  of 
Inilependence  ;  whuh,  owing  to  absence,  lie  was  ]irevented  from  signing,  being 
called  away  to  New  Voik  to  atteinl  the  Provincial  t'ongress,  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

"  t)ii  the  8ih  of  July,  177^),  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Trovincial  Convention — 
which  on  the  same  day  changed  the  title  of  the  I'rovir.ce  to  that  of  the  Stale  of 
New  N'ork — and  was  appointed  on  the  connnittee  to  dr.nv  up  a  state  coiistitiition. 

"During  the  Revolution  he  signalized  himself  by  his  zeal  and  efticienc)-  in 
the  cause  of  independence,  and  he  ra.iks  with  the  most  illustrious  char.iclers  i.^'i 
that  notable  period. 

"  He  was  the  first  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New  N'ork,  and  held  that  hiuli 
position  from  1777  imtil  Februar)',  1801.  In  this  official  capacity  he  h. id  the 
honor  to  administer  the  tiath  of  oftice  to  Washington,  on  his  inauguration  as 
fust  I'resident  of  the  United  Slates.  The  ceremony  took  iilace  at  the  ('ity  ll.ill, 
then  fronting  on  Wall  street,  in  New  \'ork  city,  whicli  had  been  specially  fiti(  d 
up  for  the  reception  of  Congress.  On  this  memorable  occasi(ui,  (  iiaiuclhr 
Livingston,  after  having  administered  the  oath,  exclaimed  in  dee])  and  imjues- 
sive  tones,  'Long  live  Ceorge  Washington,  I'resident  of  the  I'nited  Slates.' 

"From  August,  1731,  to  .•\ugust,  178,5,  he  ably  I'llleil  the  impurtant  oflice  nf 
Secretary  of  F'oreign  .Affairs  for  the  L'nitetl  States.  In  17SS,  he  was  made 
Chairman  of  the  New  \'ork  Convention  to  consider  the  I'nited  States  Constitu- 
tion, and  was  priiicip.illy  instnmient.il  in  procuring  its  adoption. 

"  Chancellor  Livingston  was  tendered  the  post  of  Minister  to  France  by  Presi- 
dent Washington,  but  saw  fit  to  decline  its  acceptance  ;  at  a  later  period,  how- 
ever, after  refusing  a  position  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  cabinet  of  Presi- 
dent Jefferson,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  undertake  the  mission  to  France,  and 
was  appointed  Minister  i'lenipotentiary  t(j  that  government  in  iSoi,  resigning 
the  Chancellorship  of  New  N'ork,  to  accept  tlie  jiosl  abroad,  I'pon  his  arriv.d 
in  France,  he  was  received  by  Napoleon  l!ona|),ule,  then  First  Consul,  with 
marked  rcsjiect  and  cordiality;  and  enjoyed  the  warm  friendship  of  that  re- 
markable personage,  during  a  resi<Ien(e  of  several  years  in  the  I-'ierch  ca|)ii,il, 
where,  as  is  stated  in  an  encyclopedia  of  the  day,  '  he  appe.ired  to  be  the  f.ivor- 
ite  foreign  envoy.'  His  ministry  was  signalized  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana  t(} 
the  United  States,  which  through  his  negotiations  took  place  in  1803.  .Mthough, 
Mr.  .Monroe  was  also  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed  to  arrange  this 
matter  with  the  F'rench  government,  he  did  not  arrive  in  P.iris  until  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston   had    nearly  perfected    and    definitely  sttlird    the  terms   of  the  cession. 
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Tlie  sliart'  i)f  Monroe    in  ii,,.  i,  ,, 

«ur.  as .1.C  .:;,:::.*:;•  :::;7'7''^'"^''' "«''""« "'-'«-- 

.n.s  spoliation  tcl,  ' "         '"  '"""""^  ''  ^•■"''■"'^'"  '"^  ""^  """- 

;:r;^;;i:;r:r--;;;::;r-       :::;:'-::  c^,;: 

token  of  I  is  frien.lsl,,,     „  ,|         •  ','"."'   ""'"    '•'"''"""'    "'"'•    '" 

":;::^:rr;;^;:,::::^';-r''-""4%-::::::^:;:;:::™;::;::: 

..,).. U,,.»„.e'        i,       ,         ,  '"," ^ '<>■'■'»•  h.„.,„.. 

II..,.  I..' ...e ,  ,.',""""; "  TT' '  "'■"■''  "'  "■'"  "■"'■'■  "'■'> 

""-"- "-"-.:  ::'™::.'"v:'";;'':;;:;;'7 ;"", 

»'l'^"  l''"l  1«M,  ,lonc  in   \,„..,u-,    -uu     r      1     :''"'">^''^'  ^"  •|na.nic.l  Inn.  will, 
to  tl.c  s„l,jc-c,.     T.,.,e,lu'.  ;.,  '  ""■"""^'  '"  ""•"  ''i^  '"'-"-" 

-"-->-..  s.n.:  .:■,,;;■;;::;;:::;:— ;-^         :.,., 

".e  ll...i»...  ,lv,.,    ,v|.e,J  ,?■        ,        ■'"'""'•■»»^  I....11  1. cl.„l  „ 

--:■;'*''"- -;-.;;"i7:'r: ,;;;.-;: '''''■-'"'"■ 

"f  .l.e  ..cLr..,  ,     ,       ,;;  ;7      ■'■";■"  '"-r'^"-'  ■!». ,e„U.r 

i-„::;::r::L^;r;:';:r"r"""' ■"'""™" "-" 


^■.al  other  distinguished  ciu.cns,  he  served  on  the 


commission  appointed  for  this 
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piirpusf  hetweeii  New  Wnk,  M.iss.k  Imsfits  .iiid  Nlav  ll.iinpsliirf.  and  wliitli  iii;\y 
1)0  sail!  tt)  have  given  tlic  sl.itc  uf  \ciiniiiil  lo  the  I'nion. 

" 'I'liu  rL'tiriiiicnt  cit  Mr.  Livingston  from  pnhlii;  si'r .ice  was  imt  (lie  begin- 
ning ol"  a  new  era  of  nsduiness  in  his  inenioraljle  career.  I  )iiring  the  remainder 
of  Ids  life  he  devoted  nnu  h  time  and  attention  lo  the  sidiject  of  agrienltnre,  and 
was  actively  engaged  in  introdn(  ing  a  nniuber  of  valuable  nnprovtmeiils  in  that 
art  into  the  stale  of  New  \'ork.  'I'hrongh  Ins  endeavois  the  use  ol  g)|)suni 
for  fertilizing  pnipwnes  became  i|niie  general,  and  he  was  the  (irst  lo  introdiite 
the  celebrated  breed  of  merino  shceji  to  the  farming  i  omnuiiiity  west  of  the 
Hudson  river. 

"  While  a  resident  of  i'aris,  which  then,  as  now,  was  a  great  art  centre, 
and  the  resort  of  the  rellned  and  intelligent  from  all  jiarts  ol  the  civili/cd 
world,  Mr.  Livingston  funnd  time,  aside  Iroin  his  ofli<M  duties,  to  (  uliivate 
those  tastes  winch  afterwaid  he  sought  to  eiicoinage  among  his  couiitr)  men 
at  home. 

"  He  was  the  principal  founder  of  the  .American  Academy  of  line  arts,  estab- 
lished ill  New  \'ork  i  iSoi,  and  upon  his  return  to  America  became  its  J'resi- 
deiit,  continued  for  ni.iny  years  its  chief  oflicer,  and  through  life  was  devoted  to 
its  interests.  He  added  a  line  collection  of  busts  and  statuary  to  that  iiibtitution, 
many  of  which  now  grace  the  National  Acadeni)  of  Design  in  this  city,  and  are 
inihided  among  its  most  pre(  ions  treasures. 

"'I'lndiigh  the  liberality  of  Najioleon,  who  was  a  warm  friend  and  slipperier 
of  the  arts  and  sciences,  Mr.  Liviiigsion  was  enabled  to  increase  the  possessions 
of  tiie  American  Academy,  by  the  addition  of  many  valuable  painlings  and  rare 
prints.  Mr.  Livingston  did  not,  however,  restrict  his  atiention  lo  the  fine  arts. 
Having  truly  at  heart  the  best  interests  of  his  coiinlrymen,  he,  like  Washington, 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  jiertameil  to  their  wellare,  but  in  an  especial  man- 
ner in  agriculture.  He  contribnteil  largely  to  the  literature  of  ihe  <lay  on  this 
subjei  t,  and  among  his  published  works  are  an  '  I'".ssay  on  .\griculture  '  and  an 
'  E->say  on  Sheep.'  His  last  work,  written  a  few  days  previous  to  his  death,  was 
devoted  to  agriculture,  and  was  published  in  lirewster's  I'-ncyclopedia. 

"Among  the  men  of  our  common  country,  who  by  their  deeds  and  fame  have 
added  to  the  national  glory  and  to  the  substantial  welfare  of  the  land,  a  pre- 
eminently con.'-piciioiis  place  will  ever  be  assigned  to  Robert  R.  Livingston. 
Kminent  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  he  occupied  several  of  the  highest  posi- 
tions ill  the  .Slate  and  nation,  in  which  positions  his  legal  talents  were  of  great 
benefit  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  met  with  the  universal  ackiio\\led;;nient  they 
so  richly  de.served. 

".As  an  orator  he  possessed  a  marked  degree  of  jjersuasive  eh  (|ueiice,  w''icli 
was  frecpiently  successful  in  overcoming  the  most  deeply  rooted  |)rejn(lices.  ILs 
well  known  patriotism  and  acknowledged  integrity  of  character  lent  an  almost 
irresistible  force  to  his  utterances,  and  enabled  him  to  rivet  the  attention  of  his 
auditors.  So  distinguished  a  jwrson  as  Franklin  termed  him  the  Cicero  of 
America.      As  an  author  his  works  show  an  intimate  ac(|uaintance  with  the  sub- 
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"1..  his  career  as  diplomatist,  h.  cv.n.e.l  a  n.asterly  nl.,l„y  ;„„| .,  keen  iMsi.ht 
of  d.aracer.  whu:h  ren-Lrci  every  .,eK..„.ai.,„  upon  wlucl    he  entc  e 
capacy  a  bnlhant   as   .dl  as  honest  SMcce.ss  for  h,.s  country ;  an.l     e  '    , 

won  the  apprec.a„on  of  his  conntryn.en,  hnt  al.o  the  esteen/cf  the     r    ^    2 
c  .Is  w.th  whon.  he  «as  thrown  in  conta.:..     As  an  earnest  worker  ,n  s  e  '> 

w  ose  .r^ventue  ^enn.  tl,e  worl.l  ,s  in  part  in.Iehted  for  t-u-  early  a    i      c    l', 

:;;:::;'Unk!:,"^""^'" "  -'- "--'-"  "^  ••'^-  --  -•-«  -^  ^^-" 

"A  lover  of  the  heantifnl.  he  was  among  the  earliest  an.i  most  liheral  p-.lrnns 

-n  the  ,levelop„,en,  o.  a  pure  tas.e  amon,,  his  coun.rvmen.      H;,s  mental  at.        • 
was  of  tl.  most  remarkahle  nature.  U.-Hng  h.m  .o  hn.l  sufficie  "    :L: 
change  of  en.ployment.  where  otiurs  den.aud  amusen  en.s  and  plea  u  e 
n.nud  a.^reeal.le  employment  in   the  study  of  s.ience    historv    llTi' 
-''   -P  ."  the  '-t.laysof  his  active  an.    useful  lirV^^iill^fH     "^ 
scss,on  of  undiminishe,l  mental  energy  and  undoud:;i  ■i;;;,::^"''  "'  '''  ""^- 
relh'r""    "^  V;'-'KnimI   integrity   of  chara.ter,  amiable  disposition    and 

;;"-;ej.ned   and  distinguished   n.en.  .oth";:!^:;;':,—'' wSZ:  ^^ 

r.l-^';i:e'M''^s"'fr'""r'''"'   ^"^^  ^^^  ^-'^-s,  end,   State   was  entitled  to 
Pia.t   il,t  statues  ot  two  of  ,ts  most  prominent  titi/ens  in  the  Cnmol   ,.  W ,  i 
■ng-on       The  state  of  Xew  York  having  nu.le  ,.,  on.  sell  'l  , '     ^      C    ^^ 
tin  ton,  w   ose  nan,e  was  suggested  by  Governor  Honmau-at    hat    i.e      en 
|.n^.ent  o    t  e  gubernatorial  office-an.l    this  non,ination  h        ^  ^  ^ 

■  pproval   of  the   Legislature,  it   devolved  upon  his  successor  in  Jul    C 
^^.  to  „.,ke  the  second  nomination.     ^Vitl  discri,:;:::^:  :,  ^     1  "^l  r^r 
.  ed  gentleman  selected  Chancellor  Livingston  for  this  h,g  ,  I  o^     Tl     Z  " 
"^-t'on    receiving  the  approval    of  the   legislative    body    '^lr    F     1) 
sculptor  of  note  residing  at  Albany    wisseler.ed  ,    I  ^"  '''  '' 

J.  ..iug  .nished.  waf  placed  ^:\i::^Zi:::::::]:^::z:  c^!!;, 
i:^r^:;:;:,i;::::r:r=:-^^^ 

1l^.s  statue.  Which  has  been  pronounced  by  competent  ^g^^^of'^rt 
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in  the  collection,  is  in  bron/.e,  anil  of  colossal  size.  Tiie  t'hancellor  is  repre- 
sented standing  erect,  his  form  mantled  by  his  lobe  of  office,  which  falls  in 
graceful  fokls  from  his  broad  shoulders.  The  right  hand  bears  a  scroll  inscribed 
'  Louisiana.'  suggestive  of  his  great  diplomatic  achievement,  which  securcil  for 
the  United  States  the  innnense  area  of  territory  now  comprised  witliin  the 
boundaries  of  the  si.\  slates  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  .Missouri,  luwa,  Minnesota, 
and  Kansas. 

"  Few  men  have  enjoyed  in  so  large  a  degree  the  coiilliieiKe  of  their  countr)- 
nieii,  and  fewer  still  have  been  more  actively  engaged  in  events  of  greater  im- 
portance to  the  world  ai  large.  His  well-poised  judgment  furnished  him  an  uii- 
errir  ;  guide  in  both  public  and  private  affairs,  lifting  him  above  the  ordinary 
weaknesses  of  the  multitude,  and  he  was  alike  distinguished  for  his  probity  and 
his  wisdom. 

"After  a  most  useful,  active  and  patriotic  career,  he  passed  from  tliis  life  on 
the  26th  of  Febru.ny,  1S13,  at  his  seat  at  Clermont,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of 
his  age.     The  memory  of  such  a  lite  is  in  itself  a  priceless  legacy. 

••  Fkkiikkic;<  1)K  1'i.vmi.k,  l.L   D." 


AN    INl'flU.I.'-IIIIl    I.KITKR. 


'  I'AKi^.  15'  liriim.iire,  lOlli,  Noli. 


■  bIR: 


"The  enclosed  loiter  wa>  commitled  to  my  care  by  Mr.  I'lclu'ii.  I  am  mortilioil  llial  your 
absence  iirevonl>  my  luivinj;  llic  lidiiur  to  ileliver  it  into  your  liamls  i>etM)n.Uly.  Ilul  ,ns  il  ni.iy 
possibly  contain  M)nietlun>;  inlcicsling  eulier  to  youv.icUor  Mr.  I'icliun,  1  <lo  mU  iliink  1  should 
be  ju^tilinble  in  ileslioyini^  it  till  your  anival. 

"  I  have  the  liomir  10  be  ."Sir 

"  Willi  the  hi>;hcst  respect 

"  V-)ur  most  ol).  \  hum.  Soiv.t. 
"  Uoiii.ki  K.  l.iviMisroN. 
"  Citi?cn 

"  Joseph  lionaparte 

"  Counsellor  of  State. 


AN  tNrri'.i.tsni;i)  i.i:ttkk. 


"  U.  S.  Frii;ati;  CiiKs.vri  AKE. 

"  HosroN,  .Xpnll  2j,l,  1.S13. 
<<  Dkak  Hkotmi-.k  : 

•'  We  arrived  in  Hoslon  on  the  oth.  I  beg  you  will  forgive  me  mi\  noi  writing  lo  you  He- 
fore.  I  have  written  lo  Mother  \  got  an  .\nsHer.  I  have  only  to  slate  that  I  am  well.  I 
hope  these  few  lines  will  lind  ymi  well  and  yom  family.  I  ihink  (apt.  Kvans  will  lake  ihe 
C'onstiintion  ;  if  he  does  I  will  try  lo  come  home.  '!"!!•  Chesapeake  will  be  ready  for  sea  in 
40  d.iys.     The  Constitution  wont  be  ready  f(n  sea  this  'Ihiee  Months.     We  have  had  a  cruise 


;? 


noiiF.nr  n.  /.inxasrox 

of  MS  .lay^.  Wo  h.vc  taken  fue  prize.  i„  All.  wl.icl,  will  amount  to  four  hundred  the 
dollars  !or  n.y  I'art  I  .hall  have  500  .lollar..  Vou  must  write  to  „,e  as  soon  as  I'ossil, 
ean.     I  want  to  hear  from  you  All 


lift 

mount  to  four  hundred  thousand 
ily  you 


"  To  Mk,  Jamf.s  I.ivim;stcin 
•■  Hath 
"  County  <if  Rensselaer. 
New  Vork. 


"  I  remain  your  ali'eelionate 

"  brother 
'•   I.lVINCsTON. 


Philip     orth.Mdt  Livingston  born  Kov.  ,71!,,  ,790,  a  rni,isl,i,mian  V  S   N.vv 
was  ktikd  on  the  Chesapeake  in  the  action  with  the  Shannon,  June  ,si     ,8,  ■ 
He  was  the  son  ot   Lieutenant  Gilbert  Jatnes  Livingston  and  Susannah  Lewis  ' 
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CLERMONT. 

CLliRMON  T 

77;^  Lh'iii'^-itoii  .]/.,, -tor  Ihiise 

rinmont   tl.e  ,.,nnor  house  of  the  Livingston  fannly  stands  upon  a  plateau  of 
erv  fert.le  lan.l  on  the  bank  t.f  the  Hudson  river.  Ingh  above  the  grJat  ,n 

His.or,c  events  consecrate  „  ,n  tlte  heart  of  the  .Atnerican  patriot    for  here  t^ 

r     ..',7"      ,"',  T""'  "''""^  '"'"'"'"'  •'""■"  "•^-  •^"'^-  '-tumn  .lowers,  a, 
:         :  :;'^''f"\""  '"""  "■^"  '^"*'  "-^  "'■"  •""-•  '—  in  ashes,  in  October. 
,7   .     uaue  the  Ltnngston  fatnily  were  protninent  and  earnest  advocates  of 
the  m.lependence  of  the  United  States.  ""^iHaics  ot 

"  These  sohbets  were  a  part  of  an  expedition  sent  up  the  Hudsou  r.ver  by 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton,  after  lie  Iiad  cnptnred  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery,  in  the 
Iliglilands,  under  the  comniai  d  of  Cicneral  X'augtian,  to  make  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  Burgoyne,  who  was  tiu'n  clostly  and  fatally  presseil  by  the  American 
army  at  Saratoga.  'I'lie  troo])s,  mure  than  three  thousand  in  number,  had  been 
(onveyed  up  the  river  in  a  llyiug  sipiadron  of  light  frigates,  uniUr  Sir  James 
Wallace,  and  \aiighan  iiad  '1:^^:1  instructed  to  scatter  desolation  in  his  path. 
He  ha<l  fired  a  rouiul  shot  through  the  house  of  I'hilip  I,i\ingston  (oneof  tlie 
signers  of  tlie  Declaration  of  liideiiendence),  near  I'oughkeepsie,  where  the  ball 
and  the  hole  it  made  may  still  be  seen  ;  and  small  parlies  landing  from  the  ves- 
sels, scourged  whole  neighborhoods  with  fire  and  sword.  'I'lie  village  of  Kingston 
was  laid  in  ashes,  and  a  jiariy  crossed  the  river,  burned  several  houses  in  the 
hamlet  of  Rhinebeck  Flats,  and,  pushing  on  noriliwani  to  Clermont,  <lt'siidyed 
the  manor  house  and  that  of  Robert  R.  Livingston  (one  of  a  commilke  ap- 
pointed to  draft  the  Declaration  of  Indeiieiulenc  e),  near  by. 

"The  manor  house  at  Clermont  was  inmiediately  rebuilt  by  the  widowed 
mother  of  Robert  R  Livingston,  who  had  lately  been  made  the  first  Chancellor 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  then  lately  organized.  The  old  stone  walls  which 
stood  firmly  after  the  fire,  were  used  in  the  rebuilding,  and  the  house  delineated 
in  the  engraving  is  the  one  then  construed  upon  the  ruins.  It  is  the  youngest 
of  the  manor  houses  on  the  ilndsun." 
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"  His   Ifisiii,.   (,,:•   liiiiikii, 

■■"'— --i:;::  ,■::::;:, -,:;::'".'; -^- « 

^"i.l  Ilaukinsu'as  w,nlr,|  |„r  I,,.  U         ,       '"  '    ""   ■^'■•'■'-       '  I"'  "i.-,,!    |),,u. 

'-''lH.a,,l,,r,nl^V,?r\,      '''■''  '''''''"''''"^  "'• 

'■""-      In  .6   o/i,         ,  :    .^      -  -rK,,..  „,„,  a  w..al,l,y  la.,y  l,y  ,„..  nan,.,  of 

-" <■  n!u.i.„. n.:  s :  : :; ';t' '"^^^^^^^ >■•'-•" '>-„ 

tl'an   three-  tlmnsan.l  •  !  ''  ''''''''l'  "''"  ''  "■^"''-  '"^  ''—  "<  e 

i"K   1-ns-If  >vit!       , -',"„;;.;  i'r ' '''•'•"'—-"■  ^'-.sania.  .l.-v,,, 

"'-  '.on.;      .    :i    '       •'--■■-,.,.,   no  expci.,,..  .„.,„. „,^,,„„ 

were  voy  sho,.,;L:iM      U,?^'  '"  '"'''  "f '"'^  "■'""""'■"  """-'^ 

"  'I-  c.  ;^ ,     ■  ::r:  ""^^•^^^'""^:  -"•  ■-  -'-">•  ■-.->  i-  .as,..  • 
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afler  Ricliard's  dealli,  settled  in  Mcuris.ini.i,  according  to  ^lyicemi'iit,  and  cvcn- 
tualiy  made  Lewis  his  heir. 

"  Lewis  Morris  entered  early  into  ijulitieal  life,  an  impulse  he  iiad  iio  power 
of  resisting  had  he  so  willed  it,  but  il  was  the  '  very  breath  of  his  ni  strils,'  and 
he  |)assed  on  hy  this  same  iinpellinj,'  force  to  hcing  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
New  Jersey,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  and  Chief  Justice  of  New  \'oik. 

"  When  New  Jersey  was  made  a  separate  proviiue  he  was  naturally  app<ai.ted 
(hivernor,  and  giving  the  best  of  himself  to  the  office,  he  held  it  until  his  death, 
in  17.(6. 

"  .Man  of  letters  lie  was,  and  grave  of  mind.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  to 
a  man  who  never  knew  a.  mother,  and  grew  up,  although  surrounded  by  e\ery 
creature  (unifort,  without  the  knowledge  of  those  personal  endearments  found 
on  a  mother's  knee,  those  sympathies  childhood  claims  of  a  mother's  luait? 
His  'whimsical  disposition,'  too,  may  have  been  for  the  same  cause,  but  the 
world  knew  him  to  be  great.  His  penetrating,  incisive  mind,  and  wnndcihil 
legal  knowledge,  trails  aicorihil  him  by  his  peers,  rendered  him  a  '  briglit  and 
shining  light  '  through  all  his  span  of  life. 

"  He  had  many  (ihues  for  a  local  habitation  (the  name  was  his),  for  as  well 
as  his  inherited  patrimony,  he  h.ul  acquired  large  estates  in  Monmouth,  New 
Jersey,  named  'riiitern,  after  his  ancestral  halls  in  Monmouthshire. 

"  His  marriage  license  in  liie  Surrogate's  office  of  the  city  of  New  N'ork 
shows  that  on  November  3,  1691,  he  married  Isalnlla  Graham,  daughter  of 
James  Graham,  Attorney-General  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  by  whom  he 
had  four  sons  and  eight  (l.iiighters. 

"  His  eldest  son,  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  was  Juilge  of  .Admiralty,  and  his 
Hible,  in  the  ])ossession  of  liis  great  grandson,  Mr,  Robert  Rutherford,  of  New 
\'ork  ("1876 ),  which  is  a  '  Dutch  folio,  bound  in  embossei'  jiigskin  and  biass 
clasps  and  corner  pieces,'  tells  ns  in  the  Colonel's  own  handwriting  : 

"  'I  was  born  at  Trinlon  in  New  Jcrsie  in  the  ye.ir  i6y8  the  23d  of  Se])lem- 
ber,'  and  not  to  neglect  his  wife,  her  birth  record  follows  his  : 

"  '  My  Wife  was  born  at  New  \'ork  tlie  4th  of  .April  in  the  year  1697.' 

"  111  natural  sequence  comes  tlie  marriage: 

"  '  I  was  married  by  William  Vesey  the  17th  day  of  March  172,^  to  .Mrs. 
Trinlie  Slaats  d.iughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Siaais.' 

"  To  this  father  and  mother,  surrounde(l  by  everything  prosjierilv  and  alTec- 
tiuii  could  give  them,  there  came  a  blessing  when — 

"  '  .Mv  son  Lewis  was  born  the  8th  ilay  of  .April  1  726  at  half  an  hour  after  ten 
o'rloik  at  night  was  christene<l  by  Robert  Jenny,  .Mr.  Coeynians  and  Ca|)tain 
Viiuent  I'earse  godfathers.  Sister  Governeur  godmother,' 


Sir.NI  K    lU     I'lll     I>li  I  .\K.\rios 


"  This  Lewis  Morris,  the  signer,  was  born  in  Morrisania,  in  his  paternal  man- 
sion, the  welcome  first  son,  who  by  right  of  primogeniture,  inherited  the  mano- 
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rial  estate      No  l,or„scope  ha.i  foretold  i.is  .,,„„.,  .,,,1  „ven  In.  vou,,g  [.uents 

knowledge  o.  what  awa.ted  them.      The  .nother,  c e.,t  in  he,-enjonne„t  ., 

her  so,,  .,.s  he  g,ew  ,„  heauty  ,lay  by  day,  lei,  this  hoy  to  the  care  o'f  others 
an.l  th,s  suae  IJ.hle  adds  to  its  records:  •  My  \V„e  departed  this  life  t  ^ 
Kl...nth    Day    of  March    .73.    a,ed    y,   yea-s   altera    v.ole,,,    .llness   ,1^,;!;: 

"  Having  n„„,,Ie,ed  his  p.-eparalory  stu.lies,  Lewis  Morris  entered  N'ale  Col- 
l.ge  and  graduated   thue  w,th  hono.s  when  only  twenty  years  of  age.      J'opul  ,r 
...aU.d.  w,   .  a  st,o,,g  love  of  hon,eand  agr,cul,„ral  ^nrsnits,  ^r.ound' d    !; 
fncnds   who  love,     and   app,-ec,ate,l    hi,,,,  he  looked  o„,  on  the  vista  of  circn.n 
sances  an.l  saw  t   e  -.lon.ls  no  l.,gger  than  a  n.an's  han.l  '  c.nve.gn.g  ,r  , 

i.ies  towanl   the  h.nstn.g  ..ent.x,  whe ve  of  country  shoul.l  ri.sc^  p'ran.ou 

o  all  pe.sonal   consulerat.ons  an.l  evoke  that  llnal  step,  the  •  I,ecl.„a  ,0,,  .,f      ' 

;:rw:::;.:r^^'''''"'''^'-^^'^^''-^-''-^^ 

''Strong  in  h,s  c.nvictions,  deliberate  in  action,  his  n,in,l  satisfie.l,  his  han.l 
U  to  the  ,   .,w.  l,,s  was  not  the  spir,t  to  turn  back.      Kve.y  ci,-c.„nsta„ce  of  hi 
I e,  Ins  da,ly  b„,hr,ght  of  ease  an.l  luxu.y,  l„s  stu.lent  habits,  all  were  agan, 
1-  -l>.M..s,ng  the  cause  of  frc-clon.  actively.     There  was  eve.y.hi„g  ,0  J.  up 

0  e  sure.n.uch  to  hope  for  in  the  spirit  with  which  he  transla.;i  dmy  a,   I 
'    <-J"Hh,sh..,.tlK,d,u,ned,ohis...|..,ant,,:a, 

t-MH'     as  only  a  lover  o.  nature  an.l  natu.e's  C.mI  .an  appreciate 

"  (.cnerat,.,ns  of  regar.l  ha.i   n,a,le  all  of  this  inllnitely  ,lear  ...  hi„,,  an.l  ,et 

.         unw,,ver,ng   purp„se,  and   the   knowledge  of  the  devastati.,,,  foil   win.  a 

!  \:;r'r'  T7^ t"'^'' '"" ''"^^^'' "" '« "- -q-'-em-u ..f a h,; .; 

pers.,nal    ..  hnn.se  f.  which  to-day  pla.  es  th.,se  of  his  .lescent  in  a  p,  s,.,on  n.  tl 

-«  .:an  .  epr,ve  then,  of,  an,l  whi.h  n.,ney  .-an  purchase  for  other  " 

His  nnn,    was  at  rest,  the  f.rst  self-c.mnnu.nng  nnish.-.l  storv  an.l  pla.  e.l    Id 
on  ie,onl,  when  he  ba.le  the  voice  .,f  in.erest  be  sldl  '  ' 

""'■-.•'■'1    he   wen,..oun,ing  life  ..f  „o   value   ,f  his  countrv   nee.lcl    h„n 
iu.ugh  iHs  h.m.e  was  wrc-ke.!,  h,s  ,a,n,ly  in  exile.      He  .bed  in   .70S     n       e 

::::::Zir:;:::-'''- wasbur,e.latMorr,saniaw„h,n!^,;,,'|,;!: 

'■  <""1;"H-1  Lewis  Morris,  Ju.lge  of  the  .A.bniraltv.  rec..nls  his  sen.nd  n,uri,..e 

n,      ,s   ,a,n,ly   i>.Ne        -The  ,.1    „ay  .,f  Nov.,,-.  •.  746   ,  was  M^rl  rM^ 

^u         .ouve,-,,eur  by  Thomas  Stan.lar.l,  Mnnster  .,f  the  parish  of  \Vestche'  " 

1  >  loth  of  h,s  wives'  names  are  written  with  the  prefi.;  Mrs..  I  .annot     ,      r 
.    f,-om  co,.parison  wi-h  ..her  tamily  re...,r.ls  ;   neither  of  then,  was  a  w  t 
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UOUVKKNKUK    MORRIS 

"  Ot"  tliis  marriage  came  Gouverneiir  Morris,  a  man  celebrated  in  all  resjjects. 
Minister  to  l-'rance  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revuliition,  u  person  who  at  home 
and  abroad  won  the  esteem  of  contemporaries  and  successors,  his  birtii  in  the 
family  l{il)le  tells  his  early  history. 

"  'The  30th  of  January  about  half  an  hour  alter  one  of  the  Clock  in  the 
morning  in  the  year  1754,  according  to  the  alteration  of  the  stile  by  act  of  Par- 
liament my  wife  was  delivered  of  a  son.  He  was  christened  the  4th  of  Mav, 
1752  and  named  Ciouverneur,  after  my  wife's  father.  Niciiulas  Gouverneur  and 
my  son  Staats  were  his  godfathers,  and  my  sister  Antil  his  godmother.  Parson 
Auchmuty  ciiristened  him.'  Parson  Auchmuty  was  then  the  jiastor  of  Trinity 
Church. 

"  Gouverneur  Morris  stands  out  in  iiistory  as  one  of  the  headlights  of  the 
period.  A  brilliant  patriot  of  the  constitutional  times,  from  whose  pen  tiie  final 
draft  of  the  Constitution  is  said  to  have  come;  an  intimate  friend  of  Washing- 
ton's, a  business  partner  of  Robert  Morris,  the  financier,  also  the  signer  and  the 
great  bulwark  of  the  Colonies  when  the  new  world  was  darkest  .America  indeed, 
still,  nurtured  as  he  was  in  the  lap  of  lu.xury,  he  did  his  tliity  in  the  sjjirit  of  his 
trust  to  the  end  with  the  simplicity  of  his  great  nature. 

"Gouverneur  Morris,  wealthy,  handsome,  a  hero  and  a  statesman,  took  the 
enjoyments  of  life  as  they  came  to  iiim  as  a  result  of  his  life's  record.  He  had 
it  all,  and  yet  the  great  thing  wanting  to  the  Morris  mind  in  tlieir  love  of  home 
only  came  to  him  when,  at  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  he  married  .\nnie  Carey, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  a  descendant  of  Pocahontas,  and 
left  one  son,  also  Gouverneur. 


JUDGE   OK    Till-;   AUMIR.M.TY 

"  Colonel  Lewis  .Morris,  Judge  of  the  .Xdniiraity,  gave  and  received  honor 
througli  his  tiiree  sons,  Lewis,  Richard  and  Ciouverneur,  but  his  peculiar  will  in 
regard  to  two  of  tiiem  shows  the  bigotry  and  one-sidedness  of  the  epoch. 

"  Lewis,  whether  tiirough  the  influence  of  his  mother  or  no,  history  does  not 
confiiie  to  us,  was  educated  at  Vale,  but  in  the  fatiier's  will,  for  some  cause  un- 
known, after  e.xpressly  stating  that  Ciouverneur,  the  Benjamin  of  his  llock, 
should  have  the  best  education  to  be  had  in  England  or  .America,  continues, 
'  but  my  express  will  anil  directions  are  that  he  be  never  sent  for  that  purpose  to 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  lest  he  should  imbibe  in  his  youth  that  low  craft  and 
c\mning  so  incident  to  the  people  of  tliat  country,  which  is  so  interwoven  in 
tlieir  constitutions  that  all  their  art  cannot  disguise  it  from  the  world,  tl-.o'  many 
of  tiiem  under  the  sanctified  Garb  of  Religion  have  endeavored  U)  Impose  them- 
selves on  the  World  for  honest  men.' 

"To  iiave  one  son,  a  signer,  Richard,  who  was  liorn  '15th  day  of  August, 
1730,'  Chief  Justice  of  New  York,  the  one  who  administered  the  second  inaugu- 
ration  oath   to  Washington,   and   Gouverneur,    Minister  to   France,  was  glory 
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nliom  lived  to  advanced  age  ^  maniage,  most  of 

evei  V  one  <l,irin£r  her  lifr  i„  W,  i  •     .  ^'"^  "''''  '^^'"'eared  to 
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an..  .;::;^:nei';.;;;:r;:;™'M;T";:  ^r--- ,"--  over  seven.,. 
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and  his  w^te,  taken  when  li^yJ::^::!^'  ■""-'-es  of  General  Jacob  Morris 
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Cox  to  share  witli  liiin  in  all  tin- sfildLiii.il  and  liardsliips  attending  breaking 
ground  for  a  lionic  in  the  unknown  land  of  lliis  new  aciiuisitmn  of  tlit-  Moriisi-s. 

"She  bore  her  trial  bravely,  forming  a  little  '  Lend  a  Hand  '  sociit)  of  her 
own,  where  no  one  interfered  with  this  willingness  to  be  and  to  do. 

••Her  mother-in-law,  iMary  Walton  Morris,  must  have  apineciaiid  her  en- 
deavors and  the  ajnlrasts  of  her  hie,  fur  though  perhaps  as  was  the  cusloni  of 
the  day,  she  indulged  very  little  in  correspondence,  siie  suiunioiud  \\\t  lur 
courage  auil  ludiled  an  epistle  to  her  son  Jacob,  telling  him:  '1  aui  gkul 
Polly  is  learning  how  to  spin,  and  that  she  is  taking  an  interest  in  the  chic  kens. ' 

"  It  seems  a  very  modern  connection  with  events  to  know  that  within  the  past 
fiw  years  'several  Indian  tumuli  Iiave  been  accidentally  opened  in  the  vii  inity 
of  ("louverneur  Morris's  residence,  and  foimd  to  contain  skeletons  of  the  abo- 
rigines under  whom  the  lirst  grantee  was  Jonas  lironk  in  i^>,vj,  whence  came  the 
river  nanud  liron.x,  and  the  ancient  appellation  of  '  .nnk's  Land.' 

"  History  locates  tiie  descendants  in  the  vicinity  of  C'o.xsackie,  f'lreene  ( ounty. 
'I'he  records  of  longevity  are  left  us,  but  the  Manor  of  Morrisania  in  i7(;i  was 
annexed  by  special  statute  to  the  ancient  borougli  lown  of  the  county  name,  and 
in  1846  lost  its  idenliiy  to  the  '  new  people,'  as  it  was  added  to  the  townshii) 
which  now  perpetuates  the  name. 

MdUUlS    I'AllN'r 

"  In  the  ol<i  Morris  Manor  House,  at  Morris,  Otsego  county,  there  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  great  great  granddaughter  of  Lewis  Morris,  tiie  signer,  a  line  old 
mahogany  table  with  claw  feet,  <iuainl  drawers  and  brass  trimmings,  which  be- 
longed to  him. 

"  What  tales  these  drawers  ( (puld  tell  us  cjf  the  secrets  tlicy  have  been  llie  re- 
positiiry  of,  letters  of  hope,  letters  of  sorrow  and  trial,  as  it  was  handed  from 
oi\e  to  another.  But  there  is  another  table  owned  by  Louis  .Morris  Macliado, 
which  lijs  a  story  one  likes  to  relate,  and  the  jjublic  to  hear,  as  it  recalls  mem- 
ories of  the  loved  and  de|)arteil,  men  of  high  estate.  'I'liink  of  a  card  table 
owned  by  Lewis  Morris  who  holds  the  ])alent  of  nobilily  whicli  belongs  to  a 
signer,  on  which  ])laved  Washington  and  himself,  and  when  they  were  willing 
to  enlarge  their  bonli'rs,  they  called  in  for  s|)irits  like  unto  themselves,  John  Jay 
and  .Me.xander  I  l.iinilloii. 

"  Royalty  never  receives  a  regret  lor  an  invitation  sent.  These  were  the  royal 
four.  Men  whose  lives  are  spoken  with  the  res^pect  they  won  by  lives  recorded 
in  the  history  of  the  world. 

C.I'.NI  K,\I,  Ml)KKl.s'>  iii;.\-iii 

•'fieneral  Jacob  Morris  died  in  1S44,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  is 
buried  in  the  cemetery  attached  to  '  .Morris  Memorial  Chapel  of  .Ml  Saints,' 
which  w.is  erei:ted  in  1866  by  contributions  from  the  various  members  of  the 
Morris  family. 
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chief  remained  at  the  Aiitliini)  mansidii  iiiitii  tiie  lioops  appcaieil.  'I'lien  lie 
galloped  to  the  Morris  house  on  Harlem  lleiniils  anil  made  it  his  liead(|narlers. 
"At  simrise  on  Monday  morning,  Sipicmber  i6,  the  first  haltle  of  ll.nlein 
Heij;iits  was  fought.  It  ()ccu|)ifd  hut  a  few  minutes,  and  was  disastrous  to  the 
Brilisii.  'I'iie  second  engagement  began  Sei)leml)er  i6,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'lliick  in  the  morning,  and  e<inlinued  for  four  hours.  No  fortifications  had 
been  erected  at  that  lime.  I'reparations  had  been  made  near  the  mansion,  and 
there  were  three  small  redoubts  ilown  at  what  is  r 
started   to  drive  the  Americans  from  .Manhattan  Island  before  they  could  have 
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time  to  construct  defenses.  With  that  wonderful  prescieiu  e  which  distinguished 
hill  throughout  the  war,  fleneral  Washington  divined  their  puriKise  and  made 
prep.irations  to  defeat  it.  In  this  he  was  aided  by  a  fatal  blunder  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy.  They  began  the  baiile  too  soon  and  in  the  wrong  place,  and  were 
easily  reiiulsed  and  driven  off.  This  inspired  a  spirit  of  self-confidence  in  the 
Americans  which  materially  assisted  them  to  final  victory.  They  realized  then 
that  the  Hritish  had  been  making  a  false  sliow  of  strength  and  of  confidence,  and 
that  it  required  simply  a  bold  and  aggressive  inovemcnt  to  t>irn  the  tide. 

"Washington's  army  on  Harlem  Heigh.ls  numbered  scarcely  8,000  men  on 
the  i6th,  and  of  this  number  only  4,900  were  actually  engaged.  'I'he  liritish 
had  a  far  superior  force,  not  less  than  6,000  of  their  best  (Killed  troops  and 
seven  field  pieces,  lichind  them  was  an  army  of  nearly  10,00c  men  susiaining 
their  rear  and  ready  to  push  on  at  the  word  of  comiiuind.  The  baltle,  from  the 
character  of  the  ground,  was  irregular.  The  wooded  heights,  with  their  rough 
and  rocky  sides,  were  almost  inaccessible. 

"  The  Hnglish  soldiery  were  ( ompelled 
to  break  their  solid  fronts  and  dasli  in 
wherever  there  appeared  to  be  an  ojien- 
ing.  lioth  sides  fought  single-handed,  in 
scpiads,  and  regimenls  and  battalions. 
The  battle  raged  from  155111  street  to 
Manhattanville,  and  was  fought  behind 
trees,  houses  and  rocks.  On  the  evening 
of  the  1 6th,  tlie  armies  occu|)ied  the 
same  relative  jnsitioii  as  before  they  met, 
the  pickets  being  almost  within  speaking 
distance.  Washington  occujiied  the  Mor- 
ris house  as  his  headcpiartcrs  until  the 
latter  part  of  October,  1776. 

"The  troops  engaged  on  the  side  of 
the  patriots  were  from  the  North  and 
South.  Colonel  Knowlton  of  the  Con- 
necticut Rangers,  and  Major  l.eitch,  of 
the  N'iiginia  Riflemen,  were  both  killed  in 
the  action."  MORRIS    ARMS. 
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"Although  it  was  the  coiniuoii  cuslom  I'ur  tlie  will  to-ilo  planters  to  send 
their  sons  home  to  the  old  coiiniry  t'cjr  collegiate  and  iirol'essional  traininu;, 
Francis  l.ii;littoot  i.ee  iiad  not  this  privilege.  His  lather  died  when  he  was  onl)' 
sixteen,  wliich  probably  accounts  for  this  neglect.  His  edutation  was  ac(iune<i 
entirely  in  V'iiginia,  and  chielly  by  a  tutor  at  home.  This  tutor  was  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Craig,  a  .Scotch  clerg\  ni.iii,  who  not  only  maile  him  a  good  s<-liolar,  but 
imbued  him  with  a  genuine  love  tor  the  classics  and  lor  lileralure  in  general. 
Througliout  life,  Mr.  I.ee  was  a  student,  and  no  |)lace  had  for  him  the  fas(  ina- 
tion  of  a  well  slocked  library.  The  n-lurn  of  his  brothers  from  study  and 
travel  in  the  old  country  probably  stirred  wiihin  him  a  desire  to  accjuire  fully  the 
education  and  polish  of  Kuro|)eaMS.  In  this  he  was  eminently  successful,  for  it 
is  recorded  that  his  manners  were  easy,  graceful  and  agreeable;  his  wit  and 
iiimior  most  enterlaiiniig  ;  his  disposition  was  kind,  gentle  ami  affectionate;  his 
voice  was  sweet  and  well  modulated  ;  his  knowleilge,  select,  varied,  and  his 
taste  refined.  His  society  was  eagerly  sought  by  both  sexes,  and  highly  pri/.ed 
by  all.  To  this  gentle  country  gentleman,  the  fami  and  the  social  i:ii('le  ever 
possessed  greater  charms  than  public  life  and  the  political  arena.  Only  the  call 
of  stern  duty  ever  forced  him  to  engage  m  public  life, 


STRATFORD  HALL.  — (Birthplace  of  the  Lcc  Family.) 

"On  arriving  at  m.inhood,  Mr.  I.ee  settleil  in  'i.oudouu  couiiiw  the  lands 
lell  to  him  by  his  lather  being  chielly  in  ihat  county.  I  le  and  lii.->  brother, 
I'liilij)  I.udwcll,  are  mentioneil  among  the  founders  of  the  town  of  I.eesburg  in 
that  county.     .\s  early  as  1765,  he  apiieared  in  the  house  of  Hurgesses  as  a  rep- 
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reseiitative   from   Loiuioun.     A   lew   veir.  I  ,.,.,■  i  ■ 

Rid.nion.I   county,  and   built  a  Z2T\  '  '"•"■'""^'''  '"-'  '"'^'"^■''  '" 

co..n,y,  he  was  act,,,.   ,,  \ln    '  1    'i  "''  '  """  '  '""«^'"  '^""'  ^^''^''»>'""' 

bes,.le  his  l,n,the,s  as  a,.'ean;::;  Sn::  "   "  ''"'^  ""'"'^^'>'  '^^^"  '^  --' 

tij  :::\;:!:s  ■;;  u:?^.s::;ai^^'^*  ^^^^«t'  '-^ '-'-  -  ^"  -~- 

an  electio,,,  4o.,,,„e,,ded  U  t^  rr^;  "^Tr  '"""  "'--"  -•"-« 

recorded  that  he  held    u.v  „o  it    n  "      '^'  "'^'^  '''"^^"-     ''  '^  '><" 

i"  -ess  ostentatious  ^^:::  r^::::::'i^::;  ::^' "--- 1^. 

was  a  useful  memher  of  Conpresq  fnr  1,„  ^  '^  assumed  that  he 

i»  .7,,.  I,.  ,«i,„,  f,,!";         i^^I       ™^^  -  ■"'-77-78: 

treaty  of  peace  should  be  mule  wi  1   Pr   '"',7'".  ^'K'"-""^'>-  demanding  that  no 
Americans  the  f,eedo,„  i "  e  n^      I^T  ""'  7''"''  ""'  "'"  «""-"'-  ^^ 

Mississippi  river.     Subse,,ue     e  ,  "         ■''r'^'  ""'  "'''  '"''^  "-'t^^"-'  "^  'He 

-«l>t  in  making  th.s  denLnd      M     I  ^  H  ^'  ""^•^"  ""^  "■'^''"■"  "^  '-  '^'- 
iMdependence.  '  '''"  '''''"  ^'  ^'«""  «'''  "-e  Declaiation  of 

A.: -^iicd:::  r::;;,::';^ -iiirLfirar^^"'-  ^^  "■^"  -^'  ---  '■^-^^■ 

"-  day  at  the  countv  .-.K.rtho  ,se     u  t      ,        >"  '"  '^■^'^'>'"«'""-     ^cing 

■--  adopted  at  Philadelpl^^^        d^^^^^^^^^  ''"  T'  '''''''''  "'"^"■"'"■->   ''-' 

--  -e  asked  his  c,pi  io  \  f  '  "i:  TT^  "'.■"''^"■' '''' «^'"^"^^'' "''-"^ 
g""-l  J-l«e  of  such  in,  „„.,a  t  1  ;.s  U^  h'  ^^  "'"'  '"  '"''  ""'  J^--"'  '"  l-  J 
"^  '--.     This  .as  Mhat      J        I  \  ',:/''"  ^''"•'''^'^•'•- -'-''-'  ''in,  ,n 

^^■-■''•■"  --  against  it.-     Wa         t^      S   '  7',""'  '"   '•'""•  "''  "•  ^ J-'- 

l-n  speaking  agains,  a  ,a, „i  ;;„;:"  1    "^'"'  '"■  "'^  '^'■""•>'  "  '"'  ''-' 

--  .o  l,ave  ente,-ta,ued  the  k,nd  i     ;.;:;;:"?'"•      ^^'""'^ '  '""• 

""^I'-yoM.is  sound  JMd,n,ent.      In  ■.  letted,  "''''"''" ''^'^'^ '''''''f^l'' 

OnMatoKi,,gandh,sl.aH,a,,    ;  VT'*^'    'l'  '''"'''    ' ""'      '  ^'=   '    * 

1-a,od   our  pn.p,,,,,  ,,  ,„.    '     ,'    "^.['f  "■^■''  "^  '^<-'-'^  and  Knnnus,  ,  „n. 

-  "-  '>ave  to  do  is  to  e,,.,..  ;    .  .      :    "'"•  "T  ■^''•''  ''^'  -'i^-ulent.      .A,| 

''■■'Hidence  to  put  us  ,nto  .'"'"""■'^''^'■^  ""1'^- «'•"'■  i' l,.ns  pi,,,sed 
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co"..ned  to  one  place,  whose  Miches  .i',  t  ,     ■       t::    ''  -"-  "^  -  '-'. 
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it  a]ipear  to  nie  that  we  shall  sufrcr  any  disadvantage  by  having  (uir  Legislature 
uncontrolled  by  a  jjower  so  far  rcinovecl  from  us  that  our  circumstances  can't  be 
known;  whose  interests  are  often  ilirectly  contrary  to  ours,  and  over  wliich  we 
have  no  manner  of  control.  Indeed  great  part  of  that  power  being  at  present 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  most  gracious  prince,  whose  tender  niercies  we  have 
often  experienced,  it  must  wring  the  hearts  of  all  good  men  to  part;  but  1  sup- 
pose we  shall  have  Christian  fortitude  enough  to  bear  with  patience  and  even 
cheerfulness  the  decrees  of  a  really  most  gracious  kii.g  !  The  danger  of  anarchy 
and  confusion,  1  think  altogetlier  chimerical  ;  the  good  beiiavior  of  the  Ameri- 
cans with  lu)  government  at  all,  proves  ihem  very  cajiable  of  good  government. 
But  my  dear  colonel,  I  am  so  fond  of  peace  that  I  wish  to  see  an  enil  of  tliese 
distractions  upon  any  terms  tliat  will  secure  America  from  future  outrages. 

"A  biographical  writer  on  '  The  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,' 
says  of  Mr.  Lee  :  'In  the  sj^-'iug  of  1779,  Mr.  Lee  retired  from  Congress  and 
returned  to  the  home  to  which  both  his  tem|)er  anil  inclination  led  him,  w  ilh  de- 
light. He  was  not,  however,  long  permitted  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  it  con- 
ferred ;  for  the  internal  affairs  of  his  native  state  were  in  a  situation  of  so  much 
agitation  and  perple.xily  that  his  fellow-citizens  insisted  on  his  representing  them 
in  the  Senate  of  Virginia,  lie  carried  into  that  body  all  the  integrity,  soinul 
judgment  and  love  of  country  for  which  he  had  ever  been  conspicuous,  and  his 
labors  were  alike  honorable  to  himself  and  useful  to  his  state.  He  did  not  long 
remain  in  this  situation.  His  love  of  ease,  and  fondness  for  domestic  occupa- 
tions now  gained  the  entire  ascendency  over  him,  and  he  retired  from  public 
life  with  the  firm  determination  of  never  again  engaging  in  its  busy  and  weari- 
some scenes  ;  and  to  this  determination  he  strictly  adhered.  In  his  retirement, 
liis  charai  ter  was  most  conspicuous.  He  always  jxissessed  more  of  the  gay, 
good  humor  and  pleasing  wit  of  Atticns,  than  the  sternness  of  Cato,  or  the 
eloipience  of  Cicero.  To  the  young,  the  old,  the  grave,  the  gay,  he  was  alike 
a  pleasing  and  interesting  (ompanion.  None  approached  him  with  diffidence; 
no  one  left  him  but  with  regret.  To  the  poor  around  him,  he  was  a  counsellor, 
physician  and  friend  ;  to  others,  his  conversation  was  at  once  agreeable  and 
instructive,  and  his  life  a  fine  e-\ample  for  imitation.  Like  the  great  founder  of 
our  republic,  Washington,  he  was  much  attached  to  agriculture,  and  retained 
from  his  estate  a  small  farm  for  experiment  and  amusement. 

"  '  Having  no  children,  Mr.  Lee  lived  an  easy,  tpiiet  life.  Reading,  farming 
anti  the  company  of  his  friends  and  relatives,  filled  up  the  remaining  portion  of 
his  days.  A  pleurisy,  caught  in  one  of  the  coldest  winters  ever  fell  in  X'irginia, 
terminated  the  existence  of  both  his  wife  and  himself  within  a  few  days  of  each 
other,  .'\pril,  1 797.  His  last  moments  were  those  of  a  Christian,  a  good,  honest, 
and  virtuous  man  ;  and  those  who  witnessed  the  scene  were  all  ready  to  exclaim  : 
"  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  end  be  like  his." 

"  '  III  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee  was  not  a  brilliant 
man  ;  was  not  one  to  dazzle  by  his  genius  or  to  fire  enthusiasm  by  his  ehKiuence. 
He  was  simply  a  cultivated  Christian  gentleman  of  sound  judgment  and  disin- 
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Jiy  Ills  great-great-nephew,  Edmund  J.  Lee,  M.  D. 
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Pkkioi.  1775-1776 


"  0\   tlie  niiieteentli  of  Jime, 


cuiitiniies  ChaiicelKir  Kent,  "  Pliilip 


Scluiyler  was  appoiined  by  Congress  llie  tliiril  iiuijwr  general  in  tlie  arinies  dl  ihe 
United  Colonies;  and  such  was  liis  singular  promptitude,  that,  in  eleven  days 
from  his  appointment,  we  find  him  in  actual  service,  corresponding  with  Con- 
gress from  a  dislance  on  business  that  reijuired  and  receive<l  inmiediate  atten- 
tion, lie  was  chirged  by  General  Washington  with  the  command  of  tlie  army 
in  the  province  of  New  York,  and  in  his  fust  general  orders  announcing  the 
commanil,  he  at  once  enjoined  order,  discipline,  neatness,  economy,  exactness, 
sobriety,  obedience;  and  that  the  troops  must  show  to  the  world  that  'in  con- 
tending for  liberty,  they  abhor  licentiousness — that  in  resisting  the  misrule  of 
tyrants,  they  will  sufjport  government  honestly  administered.'  He  directed  his 
attention  specially  to  the  northern  frontiers,  and  called  upon  the  commanding 
officer  there  for  exact  information  and  specific  details,  on  every  subject  con- 
nected with  his  command.  In  July,  1775,  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  H(  ard 
of  Commissioners  for  the  Northern  Department,  and  empowered  to  em])loy  all 
the  troops  in  that  department  at  his  discretion,  subject  to  the  future  orders  of 
the  commander- in  chief. 

"  He  was  directed  by  Congress,  as  early  as  the  ist  of  July,  to  repair  to  the 
fort  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  make  preparations  to  secure  the  com- 
mand of  the  lake,  and,  '  if  practicable  and  expedient  to  take  possession  of  St. 
Johns,  Montreal,  and  Quebec,  and  to  pursue  any  other  measure  in  Canada, 
having  a  tendency  in  his  judgment,  to  promote  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
United  States.'  He  at  once  communicated  vigor  and  rapid  motion  to  every 
part  of  his  command;  but  the  difficulties  in  an  expedition  to  Canada  without 
the  materials,  the  eiiuipments,  and  the  habits  of  war,  were  clearly  perceived  by 
him,  and  strongly  felt,  and  he  surmounted  them  with  a  rapidity  and  success  that 
no  other  individual  could  at  that  period  have  perfiirmed.  liefore  the  end  of 
August  four  regiments  moved  down  the  lake  from  Ticonderoga,  muler  the  com- 
mand of  Ikigadier-General  Montgomery.  To  add  to  his  oi  or  distresses, 
General  Schuyler  at  this  crisis  was  taken  down  with  sickness  and  confined  in 
bed  with  a  fever.  He  nevertheless  followe<i  his  friend  AFontgomery,  and  was 
carried  in  a  batteau  to  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  where  he  establislied  his  headquarters 
on  the  8lh  of  September.  He  was  there  reduced  to  a  skeleton  by  a  complica- 
tion of  disorders,  and  was  obliged  in  ten  days  to  return  and  leave  Montgomery, 
mu<  h  to  the  regret  of  the  latter,  to  command  the  Canadian  expedition.  '  All 
my  ambition,'  said  that  excellent  man,  and  chivalric  hero,  '  is  to  do  my  duty  in 
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f.xpe,lu,„n,  s„  wisely  and  prompily ,e  exert  his   el  .  ''''     ""-' 
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P'Hver.      Me  was  obliVed  to  anolv  t„     •  ,  /  '    '-"l^'lMately  was  l,ey„iu!  ins 

•"^"  I-  conduct  t  ,;,.;;' ""  ^°"' '"  ^"^■^'"'-■'  ^-^'■-  -•■v'^ 

Colonies.     They  e     r  l^'-'-e,  merued  the  thanks  of  the  Unite.l 

and  syn,pa,.         ;,     'k     'of        It      T      '  "'r"^''  "^^'^  '  ^-'-t  concern 

the  honor  of  conmletinLr    he  rl   r  ,         •         ""'  ''"''""''  ^""'  "■"'^  •'''»  of 

^.llv  begun.-  S  N  th  ^  T  "T  "  ""'  '"  "'"'  '"  "=''■''">•-''  —- 
s.ani  c.:;responden:':i:  "  ;  '  Z^:^:':,  "'^'^"^-"^"  ^  ^''^  -<'  -"- 
'"   I'is  letters  of  the  ,th  and  m  I    ofT  "  '""'  '''^'''  ""'  ''"''•^'  ^^^ 

.on>ery  to  lay  aside  aU  s.:'  ^i^::;;  o^:  i::;.^''::;;^'"'''  "-  -"  ^'>-- 
selves  and  excessively  so  to  the  countrv       ' n  '     '  ''"^^   '"J"'""'^  '"  "''■■"■ 

"■i'l>-  that  he  had  n,  t  in     n    m  '  '^^  ''"'  '""  '''  '''•^''"">-  '"  '""-"i 

1-  u„c,ualined  a.hninu  on  of  r  "r  '''"'''''''^''■'     ''^-'  -'"  -ihhold 

To  his  incomparable  ^rti^^an;?  i:::^:,^::^:^'  ''  T  '  '''''■ 
existence.  "iinness  America  owes  her  national 

...■:S':t^,:n;^;:rr™:;:„;:i:s:;M"  r  "-'-  »'  -« ,■. » 

™--r'.  c.„e,  „, :«:;';:  .:::^:;::;:";  "vI'T""'  ""  - "» 

tion  of  the   northern    armv  in   tl,        ,  ""^'"' '"^"led.        I  he  distrtssnl  coiuli- 

I""'""' i" .-.« i.i«'»  "7.    .,  ;:r ™  „:;;;«, ■" r^''  ™ ^  - 

ntni.,st  limit  ,<r  exertion   in  In-  .„  /  -Vhnyler  was  roused  to  the 

patching  men.  ,j!Zs  Z^\^      T  'l'  """'^  *''  ''>•  -'"-'"'«  -"'  <'- 
"onhern  posts,  'and  e         "     Hi'-    tt'"      ''■'  ""'  '''''''  ^'""'""^'"«  '"  "- 

exacting  vigilance   orde     L  """  "'''  ''"•^'^"■''  '"  ^very  cpiarter. 

conceri'  o^ t^;: ;,:""; n'' i";  '^""'" "'^"''"" "' "" "- -"i'--< 

was  ine.xpressibly  v  ..''"J  "'".""^^  "'-'  -•'-"      '"d  difficult  ;   it 

--■■"-s  of  transi     t       t  Si  Vi;;r    "'7  ^^'l"^^'  ^""   "'"■'^'■'*^  '-^^^ 

'-'V.  every  person  whi  i  Z  ,'  ,'      '"  TT'  ""'  ''^''''''='*^''  '^--  "•• 

I'-ssnre  of  his  duties.     H     i       '  '  '''?  '"  '""^'  ^"""  ^''^"^  '-'-•  -l>e 

.nccssant  correspondence  with  Congress  was  full  of 
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tlie  best  practical  advice.  At  that  crisis  Congress  iMuitii)lie(l  his  concerns  to  an 
overwiieliniiig  degree.  On  the  8th  of  January,  lie  was  required  to  cause  the 
river  Si.  Lawrence,  above  and  l-jlow  Quebec,  to  be  well  explored.  He  was  to 
(ill  up  blank  commissions  for  the  Canada  regiments  at  his  discretion.  He  was 
to  establish  an  acojuntability  for  the  waste  to  public  supplies.  He  was  to  i)ut 
'I'iconderoga  in  a  defensible  jjosition.  IJut  the  army  in  Canada  engrosse<I  his 
attention.  After  the  death  of  Montgomery,  the  connnand  devolved  on 
lirigadierdeneral  Wooster.  The  most  alarming  and  ne.xt  to  the  want  of  provi- 
sions, the  most  distressing  deficiency  in  the  northern  army  was  in  muskets,  am- 
munition and  c.umon.  The  call  was  loud  also  and  incessant  for  specie,  and 
(General  Schuyler  went  so  far,  as  to  raise  on  bis  own  personal  security,  two  thou- 
sand, one  hundred  pounds  York  currency,  in  gold  and  silver  for  that  service. 
Nothing  shows  nmre  strikingly  the  want  of  arms  than  the  fact  tliat  even  (u-neral 
AVashington  in  his  camp  at  Cambridge,  applied  to  Schuyler  for  assistance  in  that 
particular.  '  Your  letters  and  mine,'  said  the  former,  '  seem  echoes  of  each 
other,  einnneiating  our  mutual  difticulties.' 

"  His  activity,  skill,  and  zeal  shone  conspicuously  throughout  that  arduous 
campaign  ;  and  liis  unremitting  correspondence  received  the  nn  st  prompt  and 
marked  consideration. 

"Great  api)rehension  was  entertained  at  this  eventful  moment,  for  the  dis- 
affected inhabitants  in  the  Moliawk  country  under  the  inlluence  of  Sir  John 
Johnson,  and  Congress  directed  Ceneral  S(  huyler  to  cause  tlie  Tories  in  tliat 
quarter  to  be  disarmed,  and  their  leaders  secured.  He  accordingly  marched 
into  that  country  in  the  month  of  Jaiuiary,  aiid  executed  the  service  with  such 
zeal,  despatch,  and  discretion,  as  to  receive  the  special  approbation  of  Con- 
gress. 

"  ( )n  the  lyih  of  February,  ^[ajor  deneral  Lee  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  northern  army,  and  Schuyler  was  to  take  his  place  at  New  York. 
This  alteration  was  made,  as  the  president  of  Congress  assured  him,  from  the 
conviction  that  his  infirm  state  of  health  was  not  equal  to  a  winter's  rami)aign 
in  the  severe  climate  of  Canada.  But  the  wants  of  the  northern  army,  with 
the  supply  of  which  Schuyler  was  still  charged,  were  so  varied  and  uigent,  that 
he  was  oiiliged  to  confnie  his  heailquariers  to  Albany;  and  liiey  were  ag.iin 
established  there  by  a  resolution  ol'  Congress  of  the  6th  of  March,  and  that 
resolution  continued  in  force  until  May,  1777.  'Ihe  arduous  business  of  supply- 
ing an  army  with  food,  clothing,  and  military  eiiuipnients,  though  less  captivat- 
ing in  its  results,  is  often  nnich  more  conducive  to  the  safety  and  success  of  a 
campaign,  than  j)rowcss  in  the  field.  Ceneral  Schuyler,  by  his  thorough  busi- 
ness habits,  his  exactness  in  detail,  his  keen  foresight,  his  calcidating  skill,  and 
his  fiery  vehemence  in  action,  was  admirably  fitted  for  either  branch  of  military 
service  ;  aiul  no  person  who  has  studied  these  campaii,'iis  thoroughly,  can  fail  to 
be  convinced,  that  his  versatile  talents  were  fitted  ecinally  t"or  investigation  and 
action. 

"General   Lee  being  sent  to  the  south,  Major   (ieneral   Thomas  was  on  the 
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consider  the  poss.ssioi.  of  Qu,,,!,  aiul  '       *'        '"^'  '^"""""f''  '" 

the  first  necessity.  '  ""-  '•''^""""'"'  '^'  ">«  '"k''  ««  objects  of 

ar.y  ha.,   ...n  arnl:.;'':;     '     ^rt;  ^''^-f, ;'-'  ^..sor«ani..tio„  of  .„e 
were  gone,  an.l  n„  al.crnative  was  left    h  t  i       "''"        '■'•■'""""^'  ^'"'^"''■' 

tious   retreat.     Re.nnents    J^  re  1  1    '   ^7,   '      "  "'r'  "'"  '"'^'  ^•'''^^■'"- 

'^^^ve  to  resign  on  ...e'n.st^r:  1  i  e^rs^'o:;;;^;'^  r"'l^^'"'  "--^' 
tions,  on  the  20th  of  lune    to  ■,!,,„  1   ,    r  '  -^LlHiyler  ^-ave  direc- 

was  acconlingly  do,^  S.  r.  s  n  '  '  Tf":  ""'  ^^•'"^"  "•'  "'^  '^'^e.  This 
five  hundred  and  i  ty-  e  Ln  ","  \  '"'^'  "'"'  '"'>'  '""  "— >'' 
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ex.ended  ...parCi.     O   '   ,"  "^^r;'  "  "!""  T^S  ol^ec.s  in  hij  widely 

to  hold  a  treaty  with  t  S  .  N  ^  ^  'T  r  '  "'""  "•'""■^■''  '^>'  ^'-'«^«^ 
open  a  n,ili,ary 'road  fro,,  "1  r  l"  i"'*--'" '"''''>' ^""«  ^tanw.x-to 

canal  lo,:k  at  Skeensb  Z„K  '"^''^''-'^^  '^■--  ^^-d  Creek_to  establish  a 
f-rt.fy  Crown  l^n  tuutl^l^''!  '''  ""'f  ""  '"-"^e  Chan,plain,  and  to 
again  visi.ed  witi,     ,e  ret         o^t  ^r  "  %"\    ^''""  '^■"""«"  '-  -- 

■•-oyand   dishearte,     1  ;;   .    ',i      "  ""    "'  '""""'  "•'"'^''   -^-'  '« 

was  ab,,ndoncd  by  the  n,  ,0  ,  sa  ""  ''T'"""'  """'"'""'•  ^■'--  '■-•"' 
-t  tenable  with  tiir;^::  '  ^  ^i;:;  ^  '^-;-'  "^  '^  «-'^'-'  <>«cers  as 
ately  eensnred,  but  hi     clear  and  si -i    r  '""'  "''"  '""  '"■'^'  "'Consider- 

mi.Hl   of  Washington  L ■     '     r  '■""'"•'  '"'  ""^  '""""^^'  ^""■•^''-'  "- 

'br  service  on  the'la.eb;ht:r:;:rrT'r""  ""''''  '"'"  ^'""""^^ 
-<1  I'e  assigned  the  c.n„K„  fl'  f  o  ^^dl"  "'"'''T  "^''^'■■'•^'^^'"^"^' 
'""•q)ici.     That  officer  w,s   met    /„  .1        .,  ""''''  "'"'"^'^  active  and 

and  better  manned  s,  d  .,  !,  '\  !  '/""  "^  °r"''"'  '''  '  '""'^"  ->-'- 
■ittle  fieet  was  defeued  and  oi  '^^JT'n'  ""'"""^  "^'^'="'--  '- 
can.paign,  for  the  eavrison  i     ,       '  ,  '""  "'  '■'"'  '"  "'^'  '"""'^™ 

nine  thousand  n,en,  wa  rV  'g  '  n^'^  T  ,  "^  "7'^"*'-''-  —ting  of 
-nd  of  Gates,  and  they  were    o^    ::1'^  r^''^^  ''"'"  '"^  ^'"-•"-^  -"v 
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MAJOR C.KNKRAL  RICHARD  MOMCoMKRV 

'  jimuiKT  I'vciiiiit;,  when  ;i  piiuieval  foifst  cuvcifil  aliimsi  tlic  ciiiiic  sur- 

face the  now  glorious  Union,  a  young  Hrilisli  ot'titcr,  in  rii  li  unil'ortn,  stuc-ii 
on  tlie  shore  of  Luke  Ch.iin|)hiin,  and  lookcil  oil'  on  that  hcaulilnl  sheet  of 
water.  He  was  only  tuenl)  two  yi'uis  of  aue,  and  Init  for  liis  manly,  ahnisl 
jK-rtVcl  form,  lie  wonid  have  seemed  even  yonngcr.  Mis  skin  was  fair,  and  his 
coinuenance  beautiful  as  a  (Iretian  warrior's.  As  he  stood  and  ga/ed  on  the 
forest-girdled  like,  studded  with  islands,  his  dark  eje  kindled  with  thei)itiiy 
of  the  scene,  and  he  little  thought  of  the  dtstiny  lufoic  liun.  in  the  lull 
strength  and  jiride  of  ripened  manliood,  he  was  yet  to  lead  over  those  very 
waters  a  band  of  freLMiieii  against  the  country  under  whose  banner  he  lunv 
fought,  and  fall  foremost  in  freedom's  liatile.  That  handsome  )()ung  otTicer  was 
Richard  Montgomery,  a  lieutenant  in  the  I'ritish  army.  A  native  of  Inland, 
lie  was  born  in  17.56,  oil  his  father's  estate  near  the  town  of  Raj/hoe.  Kdiualed 
as  beiame  the  son  of  a  genllemau,  he,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  recei\ed  a  1  om- 
mission  in  the  Iviglish  army.  Joined  to  the  liritisli  expedition  sent  ag.iinst 
Loui^.'  'rg,  he,  in  the  attack  and  capture  of  that  [ilace,  showed  sue  h  heroism, 
anil  rmed   such  good  service,  that   he  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy.      In 

the  ue  .Vbercrombie  having  met  with  a  severe  repulse  before  'I'iconderoga, 

.Amiiei.  as  sent  to  his  relief.  .Among  the  ofticers  in  the  corps  w.is  young 
.Montgomery,  who  thus  became  aciiu.iinted  with  all  the  Imalities  of  Lake 
Champlain.  .After  the  reduction  of  Montreal  and  (Quebec,  he  accomp.mieil  the 
e.xpeiiition  against  the  French  and  Spanish  \\'est  Indies,  where  he  conducted 
himself  so  g.iUanlly  that  he  obtained  tlie  conmiand  of  a  company.  The  treaty 
of  Versailles,  1765,  closed  the  war,  and  he  returned  to  I'jigland  on  a  visit, 
where  he  r  -lained  nine  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  conjecture  what  finally  induced 
him  to  sell  his  comuiissioii  in  the  I-',iiglish  army  and  emigrate  to  this  country. 
He  arriveil  in  1772,  and  purchased  a  farm  near  New  \'ork.  Soon  after,  he 
married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Robert  Livingston,  then  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  I'roviiue.  From  New  York  he  removed  to  Rhinebeek, 
in  Dutchess  county,  where  he  devoted  his  whole  time  to  agriculture.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  controversy  grew  warmer  between  the  parent  country  and  her 
colonies.  Taciturn,  and  liille  inclined  to  public  life,  young  .Montgomery 
evidently  did  not  at  first  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  struggle.  His  feelings, 
however,  and  his  judgment  were  both  on  the  side  of  his  adopted  country,  and 
in  1775,  he  was  elected  member  of  the  first  provincial  convention  of  New  York, 
from  Dutchess  county.  He  took  no  very  active  part  in  the  convention,  still  his 
views  were  so  well  known  respecting  the  controversy  between  the  two  countries, 
that,  at  the  appointment  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  .American  armies,  aiul 
the  creation  of  ofticers  by  Congress,  he  was  made  one  of  the  eight  brigadier- 
generals.     His  views  of  the  contest  may  be  gathered  from  the  letter  he  wrote  to 
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a  friend  after  receiving   his  appointment      Said   he  •      -  Tl,.  r  ,      ■ 

done  me  the  honor  of  electing  „  e  brigadier-g  ■      .M,i  tl,eir  '''''  ''""'^ 

mmmmm 

I'egan  to  assume  regularity  and  plan  still  the  n„l,li       °',      "  '         "''"■ 

"o  one  had  formed  any  iL  of    r^rob  h  e  I  r  M     '''  ""  "'"'"'"''  "'^ 

nation  nor  congress  .Z  as  yet  .  :S  1  d^  ,:  t^::j'"'T"  '^^"'"  ''^ 
was  resistance  to  oppression,;  stn.ugle  tor  r  gh,  wh  c  h  "'C  '  TT  '' 
out  antinpati.,g   the  result  of  an  fn.i  J  !  "  '"^''^''^'1.  "'ith- 

\Vlulethe'nati.Julfeen;Lsi:h       tlT'"'""     "r,'"  P""''  '^'^""•^^- 
to  ca,ry  the  s   o  d  imo      ,  """"'  '"'  °"'^'  '"  '^"«''''"'''  ^"'  •'^'  '-"-- 

.!>- 1, -s  ..istini'^:r  s"^!  f^'"  "'^ """"""" ''  '^-^^  — '• 

tl.at  we  were  in  open  hos.m,  ,  ""•'  "I"^'-^'"""«  "'as  ridiculous- 

tosn.eug,hen:;^^rr ;::: ;;  i::;;";''"'^"^^"''^"^^^''^"-^^^^^^^ 

alone,  it  would  soon  be  the  '-'"en.y-that  if  Canada  was  left 

ti>rough  the  int^  .^t  ^c^:; -i:;^  ;::t;  Tr'r'^  ^^--"^  "^  ^--^ 

t"  '"■■"  our  attention  that  w^y  Td  t^e     ,  ,       V         T"  '"  """''^  ^"  ^"'"^ 
tl'e   capture  of  Ti.on.leroU  T''     '  ."        '    "'''"  ''""^  "■^'  ''^"^'•-     ^^^i^'e, 

troops.and  it  need       .T  T"  ^""'  '''^''  "'l-'ed  the  country  to  ou 

the  io  rag      f  T       ,   e      Z""        '-""  '"'""""  '^^'^■■— '«  ^o  keep  alive 

^■■-.n.>-iateiyac:d-m:;:;ri:'::s^^^^^^^^^^ 

--  ''v-«adier.oe;;:r::ti;: :-:;;::-  r^"-"  ^^■"•>-r' 

latter  place,  tha  C;,rl  ton  Goi  "  T-^^  ^"""  ''"■'"•  '~'g  ^"  ">e 
sl.ip.s  to  be  stationed  a^  he  outrof'L  .T  ''' "^  collecting  several  armed 
n-nd   the  passage  into  C  W         '  >'    "    '"'" 

Schuyler  p  sl.ed  .,n  ntl  T  i  ''^'''^'^^-''^''^''y'  -t'-.t  consulting  General 
tl-e  river.  ,,,  h  n  time  h"  '""'  ""'  ""'  ''"^'  "'  >^'^'  -■■^  ^'-  "-• 
what  he  had  don^  ™  :;    1^  ;:  ^  Ij;,;;--  ^^'->-  i-X^-^ung  hin,  of 

onlers,  but  excusing  ii-nse/c!:  .  ^^  ,  '^rif  2""'  "  T"T,-""™^ 
vessels   into  the  lakes   it  woul.i   be  over  wi  1 '  ""^'  '''""'*'  8*^'  ''''^ 

The  letter  is  couched  in  the  re  L    !  ^-^Pe'l'tu.n   for  that  summer, 

officer,  but  at  the  same  tin,        ,  t"''"''  ""  •'  ^"'""'""^'"^  '«  "^  -■-*- 

chief.     General    Schnvler    h  v  n  "'^M'propr.ate  fnm,  acomman,ler-in- 

renched    Isle   aux    N  tw:^Isrr  T""'^   "^"^   ""    ''"'"^"-"T 

-      «as   resolved   to   push   nearer    I'ort  St.  John.     "Jhe 


MS 


.1    (illlHllll.lt   UF    HASIII.\(;7(>X 


fiiniKT  bfiiig  s'loii  :il'icr  pKislr.ilfil  l>y  scvlmi'  illness,  liu  rtliiiiu'd  lo 'ricoiideroRa 
:iii(l  .\lli;iny,  ;iii(l  Moiitf^oincry  louk  fiitirc  ('iilillnl  of  tliL- i'.\|H(lilii)ii,  lie  hiid 
sit'f^i'  to  S(.  John's  ;  :ui(|  sent  m  (Iclacliniciit  M,n:iinsl  I'oil  ('li;iinlily  sitiiatcil  :i  lilllc 
lowiT  down  lliL-   nvir,  and  feebly  ;^:nrisoned.      Il  w.is  taken  willioul  resistance; 


d    St   J( 


liu's  aftel 


siff^'c  of  six  weeks   lell   into  the  hands  of  Monlj^oineiy. 


The   eaiiliire   of  Montreal   t( 


W 


the    news    of  iiis   litdliani    sii<  < ess 


reached   Congress 


le  was   promoted   to   the  rank   ol   inajor  i;eiieral.      Ills   next 


d.      Hi 


step  was   to   form   a  junction  with    Arnold,  who,  ha\inj;  crossed    the  nnlrodi 


if  Maine,  was  now  with  his  sniidl,  half  clothed,  and  hadly  siiiijiheil  aini)', 


■losely 


inveslin.L;  (^)uel)e< 


i'',\piised   to   bilnig  cold,  it   was   inipossihle  to   keep 


any  troops  Ioiil;  in  the  field  ;  ,iiid  to  add  to  the  iiorrors  of  the  posit i(jn,  smallpox 
liroke  ont  in  camp.  .Accordingly,  a  (uinicil  ol  war  w.is  (,illed,  and  the  assault 
])ropcised.  l,ar,L;e  banks  of  snow  (illed  up  the  path  ;  they  stninbled  upon  lnif;o 
masses  of  ice  throw.)  up  by  the  river,  and  the  men  seemed  to  hesitate,  when 
^^lnl,L;omery  shunted  forth  -'  .Men  ol  New  \'ork,  \'oii  will  not  le.ir  to  lollow 
where  your  (leiier.d  leads — lorward  !  '  The  i;uns,  chained  with  j^rapeshot, 
opened  in  their  vi-ry  f.ices  ;  and  when  the  smoke  lilte(l,  ther(-  lay  the  lileless 
f.  am  of  .Mont  1401111  I  y.  lie  v\.is  but  thiity  nine  yi'ars  of  aj^e  u  hen  he  tell  on  this 
disastrous  field.  .M.iny  h.ive  bl.imeil  him  for  ha/ardiii^  an  allac  k  on  (Jneliec 
with  so  small  a  force,  but  what  else  i diild  lie  have  done.  To  have  abandoned 
the  |irojei  t  alter  all  the  expense  aiul  l.ibor  It  liacj  cost,  wilhmit  an  ell'ort,  would 
have  subjected  him  to  still  se\erer  ( imdemnation.  liotli  his  reputation  and  the 
honor  of  the  coiiutry  forbade  this.  It  failed.  Had  il  been  sue  ressful,  it  would 
h.ive  been  n\i;arded  as  a  nmst  brilli.int  exploit,  not  onl\'  in  its  execution,  but  in 
its  (unceplion.  His  bright  and  promising  <areer  suddenly  closed  in  d.nkness, 
and  freedom  mourned  another  uf  her  cliam[)ions  lalleii." 

j     I'.   I  h  AIU.V. 


'■  (AMI'  III  I   il;l.  Si.   I'liiNs,  <  Il  I.  20,  1775. 
"   I  II   \1(  Ol  NI-.KAI    : 

"  1  liiiM-  1 1 II'  |.lr;i-.iirc  to  .ii''|uaiiil  yi'ii  "  illi  lln-  ■>i'0'-"''"r  nl  I  li.iiiiM)  In  M.iim  llinu  n  niiil 
M.ij'ii  l,ivin};->li>n,  wliiili  ll^l  lir:iilr<l  ;iliiiiil  llmi'  luiii'liiil  ( 'iiii.iiliinis.  W  i'  li.nl  nut  .ilinvr  liltv 
III  mil'  lriiii|i-..      Iiicliril   it    \\:is  till'  |i|. HI  lit  llii' < '.III. iili. Ill-',  who  i'.u'iii''l  iluwii  till' ailillciy  ji'i'-l 

III.-   lull  uf  St.  Jnllll's  ill  l.lllrall.N.       I   Mini  y.ill  lln'  ml I    till'    St-V.  mil  irj'illl.  Ill  I  ;l  ll-l  i.f 

>|..ri'-.  I.iki-ii.  M.ijiii'  II1..WI1  .iiiiiii'^  nil'  wi-  li.ui-  c'llli'ii  ^i^  l..ii>  1.1  |i..»  .|i  1 ,  «  lin  li,  \\  ill.  lln' 
Mi'-i'liit;  111  ( ill.  I,  will  liiii'-li  I  Mil  I  ill, i  111  ■^-.  lu'i.'.  M,.|..i  111.  .u  II  1. II.  I.  .1  hi'.  Muin-  i.ii  llii-.  m'.  a 
^i•.ll.      l'|.iiii  llii--  'iii'l  all  I. ill.  I  ... .  .iii.iii^  I  II.  M-  I. .1111. 1  liiiii  ai  liv.'  nil. I  iiilillijH'iit. 

"Till'  eiiiiiiy's  M'li.i..|i.'i  I-.  iiiiK.  'I'll,  y  li.iM'  iini  I.,  rii  v.'i  y  nnviiiiis  In  s;ui-  li.i ,  i-I-.-  lln-y 
iiiinlil  i'a-.ily  liavi'  |ii.iliai  n-.l  lin  Liir.  1  imisl  11.. »  lliinl,.  iiiili-^-,  mhiu-  iiiiln.  i.y  an  i.liiil  f.  I.ill 
Us,  Wf  sliall  ai-r.iiii|.|i>li  uiir  l.ilsilii's,  Inu',  .1.  1  ■.liall  --rl  l.i  \o.il,  in  eanu"-!  nil  this  slili-  of  llie 
w.il.i.  'I'lir  lr....|.i  an-  ill  lii(;li  s|iiiil-.  I 'i.I.,i..  |  W.iin.i  li.i  .  Iia.l  a  lilllr  l.ni^li  VMlli  ,1  piily 
I1..111  \I"iilr.-al.  Till-  iiu'iny  ii'liii'.l  »  illi  llir  l..i>  .il  In.-  |ii  i-mnis  ami  --iiini'  Uilli.l.  Sunn' .i( 
III.'  |.ii>.in.'i  >  f  ( 'aiKLliaii--)  an-  ilaii);ri..ii->  iiniiiii  -,  am!  iir.i-l  t.'  l.iKiii  cair  ..I-  la  M..11.  Iir, 
11111' .il  III.  111.  I  In-  < '.iiii'.liiiaw.ii;as  li.iv.- .l^^i^l'.l  mir  liiiinln  .1  iinii  I1..111  ii>.  I  liavr  <'iiiii|'l.ri| 
willi  ill.  II   n'liii'  I,  .mil  am  (;l.i.|  I..  Iiinl  lliry  |iiil   mi  inii.  Ii  1  nnlnl.  n. .'  111  11 .,  am  I  a  11'  iml  aliai.l  i>\ 
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11!) 


M.Li(ii;-(!i:\i:it.\i.  /.■/ruin/,  moxtlomki^,- 

"2t::;":'::::::,;::L::',::>::;:: •■ — 
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.1  <;(U)(iiii.i>  OF  Hwsnixfrrnx 


MAlOR-r.F.NF.RAL  HENRY  KNOX 


"  Few  men  contributed  so  largely  to  the  success  of  our  revolutionary  struggle 
as  the  sul)ject  of  this  notice.     As  the  projector, 


author,  and  first  ccjniinander  of 


the  artillery  connected  with  the  Continental  army,  and  holding  the  first  post  of 
command  of  that  jjortion  of  our  army  during  the  wliole  war  ;  having  as  he  had, 
the  entire  confidence  and  esteem  of  Washington,  and  fighting  by  his  side,  his 
opportunities  were  equal  to  his  desire,  and  his  success  tantamount  to  his  genius 
and  bravery. 

"General  Henry  Knox  was  born  in  lidston,  July  25th,  1750.  He  early 
married  the  d.iughter  of  a  staunch  loyalist,  and  was  already  an  oflicer  in  the 
liritish  army  in  Huston  when  tiie  struggle  of  the  Revolution  commented.  His 
whole  soul  was  fired  in  tlie  cause  of  fieedoin,  and  lie  contrived  to  escape  from 
Hostiin,  and,  presenting  himself  at  the  camp  (jf  W'.ishington,  offered  his  services 
to  his  country.  His  wife,  who,  notwithstanding  her  tory  origin,  fully  sym|)a- 
tlii/.eil  with  the  patriots,  accompanied  him  in  his  llight,  secretnig  her  husband's 
swonl  in  the  folds  of  her  petticoat.  This  noble  woman  adhered  to  his  fortunes 
through  eight  years  of  peril  and  anxiety,  ilei)rivation  and  lal)or,  and  had  the  holy 
satisfaction  of  sharing  her  husband's  joy  in  the  established  indeijendence  of 
tlieir  native  land. 

"  When  young  Knox  presented  himself  at  Washington's  headcpiarters,  our 
aiiny  was  totally  destitute  of  cannon,  without  wlii(  h  he  felt  it  was  im))ossible  to 
cope  with  the  Hritisli  forces.  There  was  no  wa)  of  obtaining  this  needed  sup- 
])\y,  but  from  transporting  it  from  the  dilapidated  forts  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 
This  dangerous  and  almost  herculean  task  was  triumphantly  jiertormed  (1775) 
by  the  gall.iut  young  ofticer  (who  received  every  assistance  from  Cu-nci.d 
Schuyler)  ;  and  an  artillery  dejiartnient  of  res]ieclable  force  was  thus  added  t(j 
our  army  the  command  of  wliich  was  bestowed  upon  Knox,  with  a  brigadier- 
general's  commission.  These  guns  were  ])!anU'd  on  Don  lii.'ster  heiglils,  and  the 
liritish  army  s|)eedily  compelled  to  evacuate  Huston. 

"  General  Kiio.v,  at  the  head  of  the  artillery,  was  in  <<inslant  service  luring 
the  entire  contest  which  succeeded,  and  generally  under  the  iunnediate  eye  of 
Washington,  between  whom  and  himself  a  sircjng  al'fection  existed,  which  lasted 
until  the  death  of  his  distinguished  and  beloved  commander.  In  the  retreat 
friim  White  Plains,  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  I'riiKetdii,  as  well  as  tlmse  of 
lirand) wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  as  also  the  siege  of  Vorktown,  Knox 
and  his  artillery  rendered  most  vahi.able  aid,  and  ( ontributed  largely  toward  the 
expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  our  southern  shores.  \\  Inn  Cornwallis  delivernl 
up  Vorktown,  Gener.d  Knox  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  iieg(jtiate  ilie 
terms  of  cai)itulation. 


a.Mi.;_-; 


f!im,'M,liW., 


I>  I 


II 


-.■.vii-,i\i.  «z  iWM7r^.^»^yj^;v.jyj.ywJi*  .'fM*^- 


-  (".rffiWi-./rM  ■ 


►>  sTflWi;,-'.- 1"  -t  ^i*■-W.■. . 


nr.i./ui;  (.i:.\ii:  11.  iir\i;y  /:\nx 


ir.;i 


the  nuw  ,„Kan,.,„.,n,  when    U'.slnnK,.,,,   .n.nH,i,,„..|y  ...ppon,,',!   1„„     ,', 
same  o<(u:c,  win,  h   l,e  o.ntinncl  ,„  hold  un„l  ,;,,,  Ih.-n    V-,sl  i, L 
|^p...e,,ly  .,-,,.,  ,,,U,.s.,...eh,..,..ly..n..nn..l'^ 
he  rctncd   .„  lus  hn,n,  in  Thonns.on.  Man.e.  whcv  hJhv.U  in  .tn        i 

"r;;;;;.::r:;i::;;\;,^:^ 


How  .sn,«ular.  .hat  ,l,c  hn.vo  warrior  shoul.l  Uc:u\  so  n.any  (iclds  of   l,lo. 

-I  rarnaKc  and  s.e  hun.ircds  (alln,K  on  all  sulcs,  shonl.l  es.-ajLo    ,a „' 

-ndd..,hs,,o,o         ,HasUoh,sdc„hl.y,hc  st  ins„n„„    ,„  n.ans 

-■a      of    h,s,oodn,annndpa,ri.Handhravc.old,n-.waso...^^^ 
Ion  IN.;  ihc  hone  of  a  chicken  at  his  dinner. 

"  W'c  cannot  forhe.-ii-  ri'lii  ill, r  .,  o.- 1.  .■  I 


"  \\c  cann(,t  f.,rhear  relating  n  singular  in<  i.l 


I'KUlar  UKNlenl  in  the  life  of  ihis  hrave  n,, 


..en  on  l„s  northern  expe.li.ion,  he  lell   in  w„h  Major  Andre,  and  .ravd 
.on.p:n.y.       "—.It  of  this  accidental  n,ee,inK  was  a  nn:,nah,„aclnn 
wh.H,  Mrew  nUo  a  strong  friendsh,,,  so  speedily  to  he  concluded  l,y  the  v     "    ' 
..ary  and    „non>nnous  ternn'nation    of  ,|,e   l,fe    of  one.  wlnle   the   other' w,;   a 
""■ '•■■'""'— ^--lulnch  so  relu.tantlvc Innned  the  ace       p     1  e. 


plished 


>-n.gl:nton,othescanol,l.      ^:.'neral  Kuo.  used  to  say  that  tins  was  t 
est  duty  he  ever  per.onned.      We  .:an  well  .once,ve  U  to  nave  been  so." 

io  f.eneral  kno.v  rs  conceded  the  honor  of  su,,es.ing  that  uolile  or 
t.on  the  Society  of  the   Cincinnati.-     Sec  Mount  Culian,  fhapter  XII. / 


l'l;.\n  .SiK  : 
In  111 


AN'    INIM  la.l.^liili    I.IITI'K. 

■' VVi.vr  foiNT,  151I,  IVJMnaiy,  17X5. 


, .  :::sT:::z:l:7::::r''r ' ""' ''■'^■"■"  -'>- ^•""">-v  -^ 

-'-„-: ^>-"'--^:-:;::::^;:::;';;;:.;;;::;:i;r    ""--■'-" 

::: ;:  :;;:s;:;::!,  z!:ti::i  '"  '"^  'T"  ■- -"-■  '""'-  -^  "-^  -- - 


till. 


"  1  I"-^>y  y.>u  ...  nu.„.,o„  ,l,.sc  „u.t,cis  ,0  In.  Kx,-,.|i,.,„.v  :n„l  I,.,  „„.  K„„„  „„.  ,,.,,1 

'•  I    am 

"  clear  .ii 

"  ^'"lll    liiniihlf  .SiTi 
" WviKIU."  "  "■   '■'■'■"X. 


f 


I.-.  I 


"  Hear  Sir  : 


.1  conciiii.i)  or  WAsniKGTON 


AN    CM'IW.IMIKI)    IKTIKk. 
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"COLO.NKI.  WaI.TKK  SlKWAKT. 

"  Generai.  Wav.vks 

"  liiiijaclc." 


"  I  .1,,,  will,  sincerr  r..,;;,,-,!  y,,,,,-  „,„„ 

"  CM.ciliciit  IluiiiMcScTVT.i, 

"  v.  (iRKKN'E. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

r)i-riN(:(:i.sin:i)  ccksts 
"Eaklv  i„  April,    ,776,  Schuyler  had  ,1,.  pi,,s„re  of  entertainin.  distin 

en'^:,':r;;rf::ri.'h;;f  S"T  '^"W'--"  ^  ^^  ^^^^  ^-^  '•->•  -e 

then  to  .Mha,  y     X  re  'rH    ^  .'  '""   "'"   '  '^'^"'^  "'  '^'-"'^P-'" 

ti.u'  sail    TiJ    '..  ,  '  ""  "''  """""'"«  ^'f  "'^  '""""li  <lay  after  sct- 

Clrul..    •        ,  ^  ""■''•  '^'^'"'y'''--  '""l    invited  to  dine   with   him  •' 

black-ey^    ^  ;:^'^P,  ^'^^  7,J"f  ^-  ^"^-^>-  -<'   I'^KK)*,  lively,  a^reeal.L 

Han>ihon  ;     h     other   Ma  ^'i.r'    '"'""'''    '"'"""    >'^'='"    '^"'^■-   ^'"•'-•- 
••--on.  S,epi:e:v::  kZZ;  ""^-^^   "■    '^^-^  "-^  -'^  ^^  -  -„si„  the 

•.'S;;;!ie;r:;;:;i:  ;:;;,^j:  P-io..  ..  Dr.  rran^nn.  who  had  ..en  tofched 
>'c.      jppcais  to  the  Continental  CoMRress  in  the  leite,.;  I,,.  l,.„i  1 

the  8th  hi;:  ii  ;;;:;;:,;^;::'7  vr  '\  "'^  ^""•"  '^^  >■ '-  ^^^-^  -- 

cleavor  the  ohtaini  rf/n  r      ''''.'""^'""«  '"'"■  ''  "«"rred  to  me  to  en- 

what  powder  r::;^.  '  .Mn,,^— r  U  'T'  '  ''^™''""  "  ^^"^'  ^- 
for  ourselves  to  n.rt  with  1  '  '^'^  ''  "'''''  ''^^'•""■'j'  "■»"«'>f  '^'^'"e 

importance  of  L  r  e  v  l'.  ''  '"""  ."^'  '''"'""'"■'•  ''''  -I'-'-'tinK  the 
for  that  ar.id^  e erf  ;::  er.:"T  'r'  '^r'  r"  '"^"^'''>'  >""  '^^  ""•'- 
with  twenty  ...,r  hnndS  S^s  ti;^:^  2'j;  ,;  ^  ^''^'''^^^""  ^  -^"" 
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UKMAMIN  FRANKLIN 
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I'liiloio/'lu'r  ,111,1  Stiitt-siihui 

"  lienjamin  Franklin  was  Ixirn  in  Hoston,  January  7tli,  1706.  He  was  the 
yiiiingest  of  seventeen  children,  and  was  intendeit  tor  liis  father's  bnsiness,  which 
was  that  of  a  soap-boiler  and  tallow-chandler,  but  being  disgusted  with  this  ein- 
ployuient,  he  was  apprentiied  to  his  brother  who  was  a  printer.  This  occuiiation 
was  mure  congenial  to  his  tastes,  and  he  used  to  devote  his  nights  to  the  perusal 
of  such  books  as  his  scanty  means  enabled  him  to  buy.  liy  restricting  himself 
to  a  vegetable  diet,  he  obtained  more  money  for  intelleciual  purposes,  and  at 
sixteen  had  reati  Locke  on  the  Understanding,  Xent)phon's  Memorabilia,  and  the 
Port  Royal  Logic,  in  addition  to  many  other  works.  Having  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  his  father  and  brother,  he  ran  away,  sailed  in  a  sloop  to  New  York, 
walked  thence  to  I'hiladelphia,  and  entered  that  city  with  a  dollar  in  his  pocket, 
and  a  loaf  of  bread  under  his  arm.  Here  he  obtained  employment  as  a  primer, 
and  Sir  \\'illiam  Keilh,  the  governor,  observing  his  diligence,  persuaded  him  to 
go  to  England  to  purchase  materials  for  a  press,  on  his  own  account,  promising 
him  letters  of  introduction  and  credit.  This  was  in  1725.  He  found  he  was 
the  bearer  of  no  letters  relating  to  himself,  and  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to 
work  at  his  trade  in  London.  He  returned  to  I'hiladelphia,  where,  in  a  short 
time,  he  enlered  into  business  with  one  Meredith,  and  about  1728  began  a  news- 
pa[)er,  in  which  he  inserted  many  of  his  moral  essays.  He  published  'Poor 
Riciiard's  Almanac'  for  a  quarter  century  and  more.  It  is  well  known  for  its 
pithy  sayings :  'Drive  thy  business,  let  not  that  drive  thee;'  'God  gives  all 
things  to  industry  ;  then  ])low  deep  while  sluggards  sleep,  and  you  will  have  corn 
to  sell  and  keep  ;  '  '  Three  removes  are  as  bail  as  a  fire  ;  '  '  Keep  thy  sho]),  and 
thy  shop  will  kerp  thee;  '  '  If  you  would  have  your  business  done,  go;  if  not, 
send  ;  '  as  poor  Richard  says.  The  frugal  ma.xims  of  ])oor  Hick,  Franklin  him- 
self strictly  observed,  and  he  grew  to  prosperity  anil  good  repute  in  his  adoined 
city.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  he  began  the  study  of  the  modern  and  clas- 
sical languages.  He  founded  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  and  invented  the  Franklin  stove,  which  still  holds  its 
place,  even  among  the  variety  of  modern  inventions  of  a  similar  kind.  In  1746, 
he  made  his  experiments  on  electricity  and  apjilied  his  discoveries  to  the  inven- 
tion of  the  lightning  rod, 

"In  1751,  he  was  appointed  deputy-postmaster-general  for  the  Colonies. 
.After  the  defeat  of  Hraddock,  a  bill  for  organizing  a  ])rovincial  militia  having 
[lassed  the  assembly,  I'Vanklin  was  chosen  its  commander.  In  1757,116  was 
sent  to  F'.ngland  with  a  |)etition  to  the  king  and  council  against  the  ]iroprietaries, 
wiu)  refused  to  bear  their  share  in  the  |)ublic  e\|ienses.  While  thus  emjiloyed  he 
published  several  works,  which  gained  him  a  liij^h  reputation,  and  the  agency  of 
^Llssaclluselts,  .M.iryland  and  Oeorgia.      In  1762,  I'raiiklin  was  chosen  fellow  of 


m 


BENJAMIN     FRANKLIN. 


(  /,'/;., 


^^^^^S|p^W8ppB5SBSBBp 


u 


Is. 


II. 


It,  .1 

p 


Sill 


-±X. 


DESJAMIN  FHAKKLIS 


159 


tho  royal  suciety,  and   made  doctor  of  laws  at  Oxford,  and  the  same  year  re- 
turned  to  America.  ;  '»  ic 

'■In  .764,  he  was  again  depute.l  to  Knghmd  as  agent  of  his  province,  and  in 
.766  was  examined  before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  sul.ject  ol  the  Stamp 
Act  H,s  answers  were  clear  and  .lecisive.  His  conduct  in  J.;„gland  was  worthy 
of  h.s  previous  character.  Finding  him  warn.ly  attached  to  the  Colonies  in 
vect.ve  ami  coarse  satire  were  leveled  against  hin>,  but  his  integrity  and  n.atch- 
le.ss  w.t  formed  an  invulnerable  defence.  He  was  next  -.ffered  'any  reward 
unhnmed  recompense,  honors  and  recon.pense  beyond  l.s  expectations/  if  he 
would  for.sake  his  country,  but  he  stood  firm  as  a  rock. 

"  He  returned  to  America  in  ,775,  and  was  in.mediately  chosen  a  member  of 
Congress,  an.l  performed  the  most  arduous  duties  in  the  service  of  his  country 
Me  was  sent  as  Commissioner  to  France  in  1776,  and  concluded  a  treaty  Feb- 
ruary 6th.  ,778,  ,n  which  year  he  was  appointe.l  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Cour  of  Versailles,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  for  negotiating  pea  e  with 
Great  lin.ain.  Ai,  ou,h  he  solicited  leave,  he  was  not  permitted  to  return  till 
1785.  He  was  ma.Ie  President  of  Pennsylvania,  and  as  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention of  1787,  approved  the  Federal  Constitution.  He  died  April  17  1700 
-How  generally  he  was  beloved,  both  at  home  and  abroad  the  var  ous 
honors   which    he  received,  show.     Incorruptible,   talented,  and   virtuous    he 

7Z  l\  'fr^  f  '"^'  '^'"^"^^'"'  ^^""  ^•--'-■-"  '-"  '  as  one  whom 
all  Kuiope  held  m  high  estimation  for  his  knowledge  and  wisdom;  who  was  an 

onor.not  to  the  English   nation  only,  but  to  human  nature.'     His  ^.1" 
Ijumor  rendered  Ins  society  acceptable  to  every  cla.ss.     On  one  occasion,  h 
d.n.ng  with   the  English  ambassador  and  a  French  functionary  at  Pari       The 
former   rose  ami  gave  the   following  sentiment  :     '  England  !   the  bright      n 
w  ose  rays  illuminate  the  world  !  '     The  French  gentleman,  struggling  I    ,  v 
pa  riotism  and  politeness,  proposed.  •  France  !  the  moon  whose  nSd  beai  s  di 
l.cl    he  shaes  of  night.'     Dr.  Franklin,  rising  in  turn,  said.  -Gei  erU  O  oige 

\  ashington  !  the  Joshua  who  commanded  the  sun  and  moon  to  staiul  s  ii  nd 
tl>ey  ..eyed  him!'  Franklin's  wit  and  h„mor  are  happily  displa  eT  i'n  n 
epitaph  which  he  once  wrote.  >•  "'i-piajeti  m  an 


"  Tlie  body 
of 
l!LMij:uiiin   Krankliii, 
I'riiilL-i- 
(like  Ihc  cover  of  an  old  book, 
its  contents  lorn  out, 
and  stri|,ped  of  its  letlerinf,- and  gildinKI, 
lies  here,  food  for  worms ; 
yet  the  work  itself  shall  not  be  lost, 
for  it  will  (as  he  believed)  appear  once  more 
in  a  new 
and  more  beauliful  e.lition, 
corrected  and  amended 
by 
tile  .\iithor." 
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('llie  following  hints  are  from  his  "  Advice  to  a  Vonng  Tradesman,"  written 
in  1748)  ; 

"  Remember  that  time  is  money.  He  that  can  earn  ten  shillings  per  day  by 
his  labor,  and  goes  abroad,  or  sits  idle  on  half  of  that  day,  though  he  spends  lint 
sixpence  during  this  diversion  or  idleness,  ought  not  to  reckon  ///<?/  the  only  six- 
pence ;  he  has  really  spent,  or  thrown  away,  live  shillings  besides. 

"  Remember  that  credit  is  money.  It  a  man  lets  money  lie  in  my  hands  after 
it  is  due,  he  gives  me  the  interest,  or  so  much  as  I  can  make  of  it  during  that 
time.  This  amounts  to  a  consider  dile  sum  ulien  a  man  has  a  gootl  and  large 
credit,  and  makes  g(jod  use  of  it. 

"  Remember  th.\t  money  can  luLjet  miiney,  and  its  offspring  >.in  beget  niiTC, 
and  so  on.  I'lve  shillings  turned  \;  six  ;  turned  again,  it  is  seven  and  three- 
pence ;  antl  so  on,  until  it  becomes  a  hundred  jjounds. 

"  The  most  trilling  actions  that  affect  a  man's  credit  are  to  be  regarded,  'J'he 
sound  of  your  iiannncr  at  li\e  in  the  morning  or  nine  at  night,  heard  by  creditor, 
makes  him  easy  .six  months  longer  ;  but  if  he  sees  you  at  a  billi.ird  l.ilile,  or 
he. us  yniir  \'oice  at  the  t.ivern,  when  you  should  be  at  wo:k,  he  sends  iur  his 
money  ihe  next  day. 

••  In  shnrt,  the  uav  to  wealth,  if  you  desire  it,  is  as  pl.iin  as  the  w.iy  to 
m.ukei.  Ii  (U']iends  cliielly  on  two  words  — induslry  and  Irugaiity;  that  is, 
waste  neither  tunc  nor  money,  bul  make  the  besi  use  of  both. " 

"  lloiuieiir  ilii  iimivcan  iiuuulc  il  ilc  riuunaiiito, 
t 'i'  ."-.iije  niiuiiML'  v\  vrai  K's  i;uiili'  rl  Ir^  nl.un'  ; 
<  oiiiim"  (in  .ui:u'  MlhI'iv,  ||  cni'lii'  u  I'uil  villi;, liie, 
Sims  lo^  ti.iiis   I'lin  luurlcl,  luu-  iliviiiitL." 
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isKT,  ul,o  ,:a,Me  from   K,,.!  „hI     uhI  u-,.  1  e  '''  '"  '' l"^''"!''''  "um. 

t..KM,ls.  in.lusirv    inlmmiiiv-    i,,,,      •  "'"    '''""'■'I  '"  Hi.;  pnuticr,  .,,,,1  .his 

<--ll  on  a  ...ission  L  Cu     H^^^rT    '  "I  '  ''"'""'  "'"'  ''•^'■"^""  -"' 
>l.e  inlK .,„s.      U'lK.„  ,,1;      •   '  "'V"  "^  '^'""  '■'■^""'K  the  goo,  In,  1 1  „f 

-  "e  1...  .n.->  pn  J;;,;;.;;;.,::  r  n,r;:  ;;;;':;""""-'"-^  ^-  ^'^^-^  ^•-k.-.. 

""""••li^"^''y   tn,v,.,sr,l    the   „n,vin.  ''>' '1"^ '"nv,.M„„„  of  Maryl,„„l,  l,,,- 

""''■l-n.le.ue;  a,„l  will,  authori.v    M    V        "'''' '""'y/vas  .„,I,u:.<l  ...  v,,,.-  ,or 

ni.in    I..I.,,  ..<■... I  '  •''   oiuiiiK 


"-".  -l'"  ^.nenvanl  rose  to  grJat  nnm.  li.e  '  ,  '"  '"""'"'''  ""*   ' '« 

^">' '<"  '-.I  heen   in.n.s,.,!    .o'kr'''^'' '?'"'"'''''''''''  >-'l'^ 

Peno,l,  ,l,e  slate  m-overe,!  six  I,„n.|,  r,      ,     •"'""'■     ^'   '  •'*"''-'|Hn,. 


<^<:anK.an|uainl,.,lw„l,  |.,„,  Kox,  :,n,l  |{,„l<. 


"ot'Ieem   suffiriently  ,|..n,onanVal.      ,„,-„,    ,„.  ,,  .       .  

tl'e  Keneral  court  of  .Marvlaiul.      If,.  ,,,,.'  ..■.....■''''""""■''  '  ''i^''' J'lsli' <•  of 
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wns   apprehensive   of  resistaiae       .r        '-'•''<^- 'l.nn  to  prison  ;   l.„t  the  sh-i  ,(f 
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then      cned  the  judge;    '  I  w.ll  he  the  posse  eoin.taius.  and  J  will  take  them 
to  jad.        Ihis  occuiRcl  on  Satiinlay.      He  demanded  assistance  from  the  uov- 
ernur  and  conned.     ()„  Monday,  the  secruy  was  given  ;   bnt  on  that  day  ti,e 
grand  jury,  nistead  of  fuuling  a  b.ll  against  ll>e  ullender,  presented  the  judge 
hnmell   for  hohling  what  they  deemed   two  incon.patd.le  offices,  il.ose  of  „dge 
in  the  cnmmal  and  general  courts.      l!nt  the  judge  cahnly  inforn.ed  ti,en,  tha, 
they  touched  upon  topics  beyond  their  province.      In    .796,  he  was  appoin.e.l 
an  associated  judge  of  the   United  States,  in  winch  station  he  conlinned  for  fif- 
teen  years.     Vet   in    ,804,   at   the   instigation   of  John    Randolph,   he  was   im- 
|K>ached    l,y  the   house  of  representatives,  accu.sed    of  various   misdemeanors    m 
some  political  trials,  as  of  1-r.cs,   C'allender,  eic.      ll,s  trial   before   the  .^enue 
ended   in  his  acquittal,  March  5th,  ,805.      On   five  of  the  eight  charges  a  ma- 
jority  acquitted  hun  ;  on  the  others  a  majority  was  against  him,  but  not  the  re- 
quired  number  of  two-thirds.      Mis   health   laded   in    18.,,  an.l   he  clenly  saw 
that  he  was  approaching  the  grave.      A  short  time  before  his  death  he  partook 
of  the  sacrament,  and  declared   himself  to  be  in   peace  with  all  niankiiul       In 
ins  will  he  prohibited  any  mourning  dress  on  his  account,  and  requesle.l  .  plain 
inscription  on  his  tomb  of  only  h,s  name,  and  the  date  of  iii    birth  and  death 
His    widow,    Hannah    Kiity,    died    in    Baltimore   in    ,848,    aged    ninety-three' 
Judge  Chase  w,,s  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  and  of  great  ourage  and  firmness 
but  unhappily,  he  w.,s  irascible  and  vehement.     Ab.re  of  humilitv  and  more  of 
mildness  would  have  preserved   him   from  much  trouble.      Wt  wis  he  a  zealous 
patriot  an.l  a  sincere  and  affectionate  frien.l,  and  lu.twiihstandiug  some  of  the 
imperfections  of  man.  Ins  name  deserves  lo  be  held  in  honor       A  rei^ort  of  I  ,s 
trial  was  published."  ' 
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CHARIJCS  CARROLL 

A  Si\wr  of  the  J)rr/„n,/w,i  of  /m/rfrm/nice 

''Of  the  fiftysix  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Charles  Car- 
ol  o    Carrollton    ,s  noted  as  hav,ng  been  the  wealthiest  Lan,  the  ^nly  Cathol  c 
nd  the  last  surv.vor  of  the  immortal  band  of  patriots  who  pledge.l    he,r  lu     ' 
tl.e,r  fortunes   and  their  sacred  honor  for  the  snpport  of  the  imerican  cl.s 
Charles   Carroll  s   gran.lfather   and    namesake,    the   first   of  the    name    n, 

ames   IL    of  England,  destroyed   the  hopes  of  the   Catholic   party   in   Great 
Br.ta.n.      Ihree  years  after  his  arrual,  Mr.  Carroll  was  appoin  ed  Lo  d       h 
mores   c  nef  agent   n,  ,I,e  .olony,   and  received    from   the' lord  propr    t  r     f 
Ma  ylanc    grants  of  lan.l,  an.ounting  to  sixty  thousand  acres.     A  co  si   e    b  e 
par    of  th,s  doma,n  has  .lesccnde.l  from  father  to  son,  though  six  ^T  e  u bn 

1  al  s    uhich  IS  now  in  the  i,eart  of  Jbltimore,  east  of  Calvert  street    and  south 
of  Mad,son  Street.     He  died  in   .7.0.  leaving  two  sons.     CI    r  e  '  e 

brm  er,  .nher.ted  most  of  the  family  estate,  according  to  the  law  of  p  in  og    n 
tuie  then  prevading  in  the  colony  of  Maryland  pnniogeni 

"In   .729,  the  .Maryland  Assembly  passed  an  act  for  the  formation  of  a  town 
n      e  „o,,,    ,,,  k     f  „,e  Patapsco  river,  in  Halt„.ore  county,  and  It^       e 

the  .^onth.      I  he  price   paid  was   forty  shillings   per  acre-   the  samel, ml  ,. 
-.... ably  worth  four  hundred   thousand  dol.L 'an  a..:  '   In^Il  ^  L^ 
car,  the  conm,.ss,uuers  commenced   laying  off  the  town;   but  its  growth  wis 
;  V    and  at  the  end  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  place  contained  only  tw  n 
five  houses,  with  a  population  of  two  hundred  .souls  ^ 

''Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  the  third  and  most  illustrious  of  his  name 
••".i  pethaps  the  most  distinguished  man  that  Maryland  has  ever  produced        s 
"l^aSl^T"^  ";   '']'■     '''  '''  "«eof  eigl^hewassenttiEu;;  ^';: 
Je    1       ;  so"  '""'^T  '"r  '"  F-"---^  ^'t  the  college  of  the 'English 

lil^Cvr;'  "':>"■"'  '^  '""'^^"  J^^""^  ^^  ^^"---  --  ^t  .he  coSege 

no    T  the  .    1  r\      ■'•'',  "  '"''  '"'  ^^""^"^'  '"  -^""'j'  ''^'^  --'  >-v.  and  two 

oic  at  the  college  of  Louis  le  O.an.l.      During  these  twelve  studious  years    he 

^ "  mi;:;  T" "''"  ^"'"^'^  '^"«"^s^' ''  "•--"  -.s.:;  d 

I  T  I      r%,/''   ';"•  '"^^^"^  '"  ^'°""""'  -^'  '-ame  a  student  of  the 

nner    Umple.      1  he  next  seven  years  were  devoted  cliiefly  to  siu.lv    leu,l  .„d 
.    y  ;   but  study  did  not  engross  his  entire  time,  for  we  hnd  him  mi  gl  1 .    n 
I      fashionable  bfe  at  Tunbri.lge  Wells,  and  occasionally  running  o^xr  ,0  Pari 

0  q.-^l   b's  high   social  position  at  home  opened  to  him  the  best  society 
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"  Alter  ;in  abscme  iif  iiinct(.'cn  m'.iis,  C  ,  .irlcs  t'.iriull  rctunifd  to  Maryland 
in  1764,  and  foiinil  llie  Colonics  in  a  condition  of  growinj^  discoiittMit  inidcr  the 
exactions  of  the  home  government.  In  tlie  following  year  the  eniliers  of  imlit 
ical  disquietude  were  fanned  ini(j  llanie  iiy  the  i)assage  of  tiie  Stani|i  Act.  His 
long  absence  abroail  had  not  lessened  Mr.  Carroll's  luve  for  his  native  land,  and 
he  threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into  the  arena,  to  fight  for  American  rights. 
The  spirit  that  animated  him  is  e'  .ilenced  b\  his  letters,  written  soon  after  his 
return  home,  to  a  friend  in  l.oiuloii.  In  one  of  these  he  says  :  'Nothing  can 
overcome  the  aversion  of  the  people  to  the  Si, imp  Acl,  and  tlieir  love  of  liberty, 
but  an  ariiKMl  t'orce,  and  that,  loo,  not  a  >  onieinplible  one.  'Co  judge  from  the 
spirit  the  Colonies  have  already  shown,  anil  which,  I  hope  to  (Jod  will  never  tail 
them  oil  the  day  of  trial,  twenty  thousand  men  wcmld  tind  it  difficult  tu  enforce 
the  law;  or,  more  properly  speaking,  to  ram  it  down  our  throats.' 

•'  The  repeal  of  the  litamp  .Act  gave  a  temiiorary  lull  to  the  ]>olitical  excite- 
ment, but  it  was  soon  rekindled.  In  the  war  of  pamiihlets  that  preceded  the 
l)eciaration  of  Independence,  Charles  Carroll  took  a  leading  part,  and  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  ablest  writers  on  the  patriot  side.  Although  he  had  more 
at  stake  than  any  other  m.iii  in  .Mar\kmd,  or  perhaps  in  the  whole  country,  he 
advocated  the  boldest  measures.  It  was  he  who  advised  the  burning  of  the 
I'eggy  .Stewart,  in  broad  daylight,  in  .\nnapolis  harbor,  when  that  vessel  arrivetl 
there  with  a  cargo  of  the  obno.xious  tea.  It  was  owing  to  his  indefatigable  ex- 
ertions that  the  .Maryland  delegates  in  Congress  were  instructetl  to  yule  for  in- 
de|.eiidence.  l-rom  the  commencement  of  the  controversary — as  he  wrote  to 
his  correspondent,  Mr.  Cii'.ues,  a  member  of  the  Hritish  Parliament — he  hioked 
'  to  the  bayonet  as  the  solution  of  the  difficulties  between  the  mother  country 
and  her  cohjiiies,  confident  that,  though  the  Hritish  troojis  might  march  from 
one  end  of  the  comitry  to  the  other,  they  would,  nevertheless,  lie  masters  only 
of  the  spot  on  which  they  encamped  1  ' 

"  Soon  after  his  return  to  .\meiica,  his  father  gave  him  Carrollton  Manor,  in 
.Anne  .Arundel  county  ;  and  from  that  time  he  w.is  known  as  Charles  Carroll 
of  Carrollton.  The  story  that  he  llist  used  the  addition  t(j  his  signature  when 
he  signed  the  Uecl.iratioii  of  Independeme,  is  a  fii  tion. 

"Charles  Carroll  was  married  in  1768,  to  Mary  Darnall,  daughter  nf  Henry 
I'.irnall,  the  snrve\iir  general  of  theColon\.  Tlie  gloom  wore  '  a  silk  lined 
wedding  suit,'  made  in  London.  The  marriage  was  followed  by  splendid  fes- 
tivities at  .Annapolis,  and  at  Doughoregaii  Manor,  in  Howard  county.  The 
bri<le  was  described  in  the  chroiiii  les  of  the  time  as  '  an  agreeable  young  laily, 
and  endowed  with  every  aci  oniplishment  necessary  to  render  the  connubial  state 
happy.'  .And  thev  were  happy,  although  she  was  not  her  husband's  first  ilaine. 
He  had  loved  a  .Miss  Cooke,  who  (-lic<l  two  \ears  before. 

"  Charles  Carroll  was  among  the  first  to  sign  the  famous  (locument  whic  h 
John  (,)uincy  .Adams  described  as  '  iini)aralleled  in  the  annals  of  mankind.' 
John  H.incock,  in  conversation  with  the  l^[aryland  delegate,  asked  him  if  he  was 
prepared    to  jjiit  his  name  to  tlie  bold  declaration.      '  Most  willingly,'  was  the 
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re,,ly.  a,ul  ^l^.  Carroll  look  up  ,hc-  pen  and  signed  it  there  and  then       -  There 
go  a  few  nidhons/ saul   a   bystander,  and  all  who  were  present  ™d  tlni 
point  of  fortune,  none  had  more  to  risk.  ^ 

•'For  twcnty-f.ve   years  after  signing   the  Declaration  of  Independence   tl,e 
l.fe  of  Charles  Carroll  was  one  of  entire  .levotion  to  his  state  and  cou  'j 

P^  -c  ..reer  n.a,  „e  tin.s  snnnned  „p  :   n,en,ber  of  the  first  col:      ^ Xw  ^ 
vation,  twice  m  the  convention  of  Maryland,  twice  a  .leleuite  tn  r.,, 
cl-osen  United  States  Senator,  and  fo.ir  titnes  a  S.^.L  S eitut;  ""'  """' 

-ghoregan  Manor,  his  favorite  county  seat  an.l  ancest'ral  h..n,e,  was  iuul. 

0....-0  stories  in  height,  ijr  h;;:h:dr::;r";;:t;:i,:^^^^ 


'v,    rrr^; 


CARROLL  MANOR  HOUSE.  ^      ""^ 

Senectute.'     He  also  read  t  e  1    '       ,  "  "''"'  '""'«  ^'"^°'«  '  De 

son,  and  Sl^.kespea  e  F.  t  1  u  r  '  ''"'"'"■■^'  ■•^"'•-".  ^wilt,  Pope,  John- 
taste  having  been  .,r,.ed  ;  ^dy  ^f  T  Hr,",""/'^^'  'j^  '""  -'  --'  - 
loved  and  praised.  ^  ^  ^'"'^  ''''''"^^'  "■''■'^'>  ^'''^^rles  Lamb 

-ill""  Thrf,;:; -I:,:  i:';:,;;''"7  'r'^  '^  "-'■'■■^"^  -^ "- «-— -  ^^  car- 

-"e  heroes  and  pa.riots  of  the  Revoh.ti 'n-U-ashingt::;  ,1^;:;;:.::^;:  ^^ 
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Ilnu.ud,  ;iiul  (iilii-r  famous  men.  Hospitality  at  the  manor  was  profuse,  gener- 
ous, aiiudst  |iri)tlinal,  but  tlie  master  nf  tiie  lunise  lived  in  patriarchal  simplicity. 

"His  eitlest  (laughter,  I'olly,  married  Kich.ud  Caton,  an  I'-nglishnian  who 
came  to  this  country  soon  alter  (Jrcat  Hritain  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  and  settled  in  IJalliuKjre.  When  he  fell  in  love  with  Mi>s 
Carroll,  and  proposed  for  her  hand,  her  father  ohjecled  to  the  young  man's  hx  k 
of  fortmie.  He  reasoned  with  his  daughter  u\hi\\  the  imprudence  of  such  a 
marriage,  but  found  that  his  arguments  had  no  tliect.  '  If  he  gets  in  jail,'  urged 
Mr.  Carroll,  'who  will  take  him  out?"  His  ilaughter  raiseil  her  beautiful 
li.inds,  and  exclaimed,  'These  hands  will  take  him  out.'  .Seeing  her  so  deter- 
mineil,  her  father  made  no  further  cijiixisition,  and  gave  his  daughter  a  |)rin(;ely 
dowry. 

"  Mrs.  Calon  was  one  of  the  most  elegant  women  of  the  day.  Her  charming 
manners  and  amiable  dis])osition  won  all  hearts.  Ceorge  \Vashington  was  among 
tliose  who  admired  her  m.iny  graceful  accomplishnieuts,  and  she  was  a  great  fav- 
iprite  at  the  first  President's  republican  court.  She  had  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  married  foreigners,  three  of  them  becoming  members  of  the  iMiglish 
peerage. 

"The  story  of  the  Caton  girls  is  full  of  interest,  and  not  a  little  romantic. 
I'lie  eldest,  Mary,  who  was  the  most  beautiful  of  the  sisters,  took  for  her  first 
husband  R(jbert  Patterson,  the  brother  of  the  Elizabeth  I'atterson  who  married 
Napoleon's  brother  Jerome.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'atterson  sailed  for  England  a  few 
weeks  after  their  marriage,  accompanied  by  the  bride's  two  sisters.  Their  let- 
ters of  introduction  from  the  Jiriiish  minister  at  Washington  opened  to  them  the 
best  society  of  England,  and  the  remarkable  beauty  of  the  three  sisters  won 
them  the  title  of  'the  .American  Graces.'  Among  their  English  accpiaintances 
was  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  it  was  he  who  jircseuted  them  at  the  court  of 
the  prince  regent.  M  sight  of  the  fair  Americans,  the  '  I'lrst  gentleman  of 
Eurojie'  is  said  to  have  complimented  them  with,  '  Is  it  jmssible  that  the  world 
can  produce  such  beautilul  women?  ' 

"  Louisa  Caton,  the  yoimgest  of  the  '  .American  fJraces,'  was  the  first  to  marry 
abroad.  In  iSty,  she  became  the  wife  of  Colonel  Sir  Eelion  Batluust  Hervey, 
who  was  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  aide-de-camp  at  Waterloo.  After  their  mar- 
riage, tiie  Iron  Duke  entertained  the  young  couple  for  several  weeks  at  AValmer 
t'aslle,  while  dinners  and  balls  were  given  in  their  honor  by  the  leading  mem- 
beis  of  the  arist(jcracy  of  England.  Mrs.  Patterson  returned  to  America  soon 
after  her  sister's  marriage,  but  Elizabeth  Caton  remained  in  l'',nglaiid  with  l.ady 
Hervey. 

"Sir  Felton  Hervey  died  in  1819,  after  which  the  two  sisters  made  an  exten- 
sive tour  of  the  continent.  Tlnee  years  later  Robert  Patterson  died,  and  the 
next  year  his  widow  joined  her  sisters  in  England.  Soon  after  her  arrival,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  invited  the  three  sisters  to  his  country  seat.  During  their 
stay  there,  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  visited  the  castle,  and  was  captivated  by 
the  beauty  and  grace  of  Mrs.  Patterson.      He  was  at  the  time  lord  lieutenant  of 
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Irelaml.     Although  past  three  .somc,  he  retamd  „u,ch  of  the  line  huure  of  his 

»vl.cM  his  yo>,„Ker  hro.her,  the  fut„re  hero  of  Assaye,  Vi.toria,  aiul  Waterloo 
was  o„ly  a  young  and  nu  specially  pronnsu.g  sol.iier.  Mrs.  Pa/terson  :^t:. 
H-1  to  the  n>ar,u,s  ,n  O,  toher,  ,8.5,  and  tins  it  happened  that  an  Ameri  an 
liecanie  the  sovereign  lady  of  Ireland.  -wuerican 

•'  While  the  Marchioness  of  Uellesley  was  presiding  over  J)uhlin  Castle    the 
attention   o.  the   whole   American   people  was\l,rec.e,l  .0  In.r  v     e  a  ;^^^^^^^^^^^ 

nt';8t .:.  Ta  T\  "  ''""'"^^  ^''"'^'^  ='""  J"""  '"-"-  "-••'      ■' 

peiukue       Lpon  the  next  anniversary  of  the  tlay.adinnerwasgivenatC'hules- 
ton.  at  w Inch  li.shop  J.:ngla,Kl  proposed  as  a  toast :    <  Charles  ( ioll  o    f 

the"s!vth'l)l'";'l'  "r'^'^,'"'"'"'  ""^  ^''^"-1"^^  '^'  <~'arn.arthen,  eldest  son  o, 
he  sixt     Duke  of  Leeds.      I  en  years  later  he  succeeded  to  his  father's  title    „.d 
Louisa  Caton  reached  the  hi,lH-st  rank  in  the  Jiritish  peerage.      He  .lied       .'s- ' 

Chailes  Carroll,  Jr.,  his  only  son,  died  in  iS...  eight  veirs  bef  „■,.  I,i.  f  „ 
He  took  no  part  in  pul.lic  a,.urs.  hut  was  a  cons^uS  £      ^Z   ^^    lie 
of  his  tune      His  wife  survived  hi.n  for  rrrore  than  a  cpiarL  of  a    en 
v.th   Mrs.  Alexander    Hamilton   and    .Mrs.  Uilham    li.adfonl  of  Pen,      I  .'., 
was  .nongtl.  last  sut.u.rs  of  ,. resident  Washington's  Mepuhl. 

Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton  die.l  on  the  ,oth  of  November,  ,8,3    in  the 
"inety-sixth  year  of  his  age.  at   the  city  residence  of  the  fimilv    „^fi  .'|.  > 

at  the  corner  of  Lombard  and  Front  streets.  lialtanore.-_c;::S  •Jk::^:;::" 
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An  occasional  guest  of  Schuyler's  at   llie  Alliany  icaiision,  was  his  esteemed 
friend  and  correspondent,  the  emineiil  1 'r.  Rilleniiouse. 


spon 
This  distinguishec'  philosopher  was  l)or 


n  III  the  vil 


lage  of  f  lerinantown,  near 


this  city,  on   the  8th   day  of  April,  in  the  year  i; 


H 


IS  ancestors  niig 


rated 


from  Hollar 


It  the  beginning  of  the  present  cenlury  (  i8th).     'I'he)'  were 


disti..giiisiied,  to;^ether  with  his  parents,  for  [irobit)-,  industry,  and  simple  man- 
ners. It  is  from  sources  thus  pure  and  retired,  that  those  talents  and  \  ir'ues 
hav"  been  <  liiefly  derived,  whicli  have  in  all  ages  enlightened  the  wurld. 

"The  early  part  o'"  the  life  of  Mr.  Rittenhonse  was  s[)ent  in  agricultur;.!  em- 
ployments, under  tlie  eye  of  lis  father,  in  tlie  county  of  Montgomery,  twenty 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  to  uhuh  jilace  he  removed  iluring  the  childhood  of  his 
sun.  It  was  at  this  place  his  peculiar  genius  first  dis' overeil  itselt'.  I  lis  plough, 
the  fences,  and  even  the  stones  of  the  field  where  he  worked,  were  frequently 
marked  with  figures  which  denoted  a  talent  for  mathematical  studies.  Upon 
fniding  that  the  native  delicacy  of  hi^'  <  'institution  unfitted  him  for  the  labors  of 
husbandry,  his  parents  consented  to  his  learning  the  trade  i  f  a  chjck  and  a  math- 
ematical instrument  maker.  In  aciprriug  the  knowledge  'if  these  useful  arts,  he 
was  his  (.)wn  instructor.  They  alTorded  him  great  delight,  inasmix  ,  as  they  fav- 
ored his  disposition  to  in(inirL  ...to  the  principles  of  natural  [liiilos.  -ihy. 

"  It  was  iluring  the  rtsideiKe  of  our  ingenu.us  iiliilosijplier  with  his  kuLv"  '.i 
the  country,  that  he  made  himself  master  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  I'riiii  ipia,  which 
he  read  in  the  English  translation  of  .Mr.  .Mutt.  It  was  here  likewise  he  became 
acquainted  witli  the  science  o*"  llu.xioiis,  of  which  sublime  inventi'jp.  he  believed 
Iiim.self  for  awhile  to  lie  the  author,  nor  ilid  he  know  fo;  sume  years  afterward, 
that  a  contest  had  been  c.irried  on  between  Sir  l.s.iac  Newton  and  Leibnitz,  fur 
tiie  hunor  of  that  great  and  useful  disccvery.  What  a  mind  was  here! — With- 
out literary  friends  or  society,  and  with  but  two  or  three  books,  he  became,  be- 
fore he  had  reacheil  his  f.ur  and  twentieth  year,  the  rival  of  the  two  greales' 
mathematicians  in  I'lurope  ! 

"  It  was  in  this  retired,  situation,  and  while  employed  in  working  at  his  trade, 
that  he  planned  and  e.\.'<  iiteil  an  orrery,  in  which  he  represented  the  revoluliuiis 
of  the  heavenly  bodv-s  in  a  manner  mure  extensive  and  complete  than  ha  '  been 
done  by  any  fornijr  a^tronuiners.  .A  i  orrect  description  of  the  orrery,  di.iwn 
lip  by  Ur.  Snrih,  w.is  published  in  the  Inst  volume  of  the  I'liiloSo|)hical 
Transactions.  This  masterpiece  of  inecluinism  was  i)urcliased  by  the  college  of 
New  jersey.  A  second  uas  made  by  him,  after  the  same  mcjdel,  for  the  use  of 
the  college  of  l'hii,.del]iiiia.  It  now  forms  .i  part  of  the  ]ihilusophit'al  apparatus 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  it  h.is  for  many  years  commanded  the 
.'.ilmir  iiiuii  <jf  the  ingenius  am!  the  learned,  fruiii  every  ji.irt  uf  the  world. 
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l()Sii|ilii-i ,  It  i',\(  ilcil  III  till  ih-iLiiit  of  one  ol  the  ( i/iit.ii  Is 'il  llic  planet  wiih  lli<; 
sun,  .111  i-iiii>liiiii  (it  clili^ht  SI)  (:x<|iiisilc  and  |)owciliil,  as  to  iikIik  (.•  laintnif^  Tins 
will  UMilily  lie  lielieved  liy  tliuse  who  have  known  the  extent  ol  that  pleasure 
whii  h  alleiiils  the  discovery,  or  lirst  |)ei<:e|)li(jn  ol  lliith.  Soon  alter  this  event, 
we  liiid  iiiiii  aetinn  as  oiii'  of  the  (  iiiniiiittee  appointed  lo  ohseive  Ihi'  Ir.insit  ol 
Men  iiry  on  the  yth  ol  Noveniher,  in  the  same  y<ar.  I  Ins  was  likewise  dui,e  at 
Norntiin.  An  aceoniit  ol  il  was  diawii  up,  and  piililisli(,'d  at  the  iei|uesl  ol  the 
coniniiin-i-  by  |)r.  Siinlli,  A  nnnute  histoiy  ol  the  whole  ol  ihi-se  e\rnts,  in 
which  Ml .  Killenhonse  continued  lo  at  I  a  distiiij.Miislied  part,  is  f^iveii  in  the  jilnlo 
sopliical  liaiisai  tioiis.  Il  was  leceived  with  >{real  salislaclion  liy  the  astronomers 
(if  Ivirope,  and  (  oninlinted  niii<  h  to  laise  the  i  haiai  ler  ol  our  then  inlanl  i  ountry 
for  astroiiomii  al  kiiouleilj^e. 

"  In   the   year  l  77=;,  lie  was  a|)poinled  tn  <  .aiipose  and  deliver  the  annual  oia 
tion    lieloie    the    I'hilosopliK  ,d    Sonet)-.       The    suhjrit    ol    it    was    llie    hislory    of 
astronomy.      The   language  of  this   oration    is  simple,   lnit    the  senlimciils  (un- 
laineii  ill  it  are  iiu'.eiiions,  original,  and  in  S(jme  insliia  is  sulilime. 

"Talents  so  splindid,  and  kliowledfV"  so  piailual  in  malheniat  u  s,  aie  like 
mines  of  pm  ions  mt.-tals.  They  liei  ome  puliln  pioperiy  liy  |)iililic  (onseiit. 
The  St. lie  ol  Pennsylvania  w.is  not  inseiisihle  ol  the  wealth  she  possessed  in  the 
mind  of  Mr  Killenhouse.  She  (  lainicd  hiin  as  her  own,  and  ein|]h,\iil  him  in 
Ijiisiness  of  the  most  important  iialuie. 

"Ill  the  \iMr  1779  Ik'  was  ajipointed  hy  tin-  I  .e(;islatiiic  ol  l'enns\  K.inia,  one 
of  the  I  ominissioiieis  fir  adjiislin^;  a  term  or  la  I  dispiile  hrUu-en  rennsylvania  anil 
Vuf^iiiia,  and  to  his  j;reat  talents,  moderation  and  hrmness,  were  ascrihed,  in  a 
ureal  defjrrp,  the  salisfailory  termiii  itioii  of  lliat  our  e  alai  iniiif;  controversy,  in 
the  year   I  7S:;. 

"ill  tlie  \t'ar  if'^-\  lie  assisted  in  delermiiiiii^!  the  len).'tli  of  live  decrees  of 
loiii;itude  from  a  point  on  the  ri\er  Helaware,  in  order  to  fix  the  uesiern  limits 
of  Pennsylvania. 

"Ill  I  7S6  he  was  <-m  ployed  in  fi.vin).;  I  lie  iioithern  line,  wliii  h  divides  I'enii- 
sylvaiiia  from  New  V'ork. 

"  lint  the  apphcalion  of  his  lalents  and  kiiouled).;e  to  the  selllenii-ijl  of  lerr'- 
tonal  dispnles,  was  not  (oiilined  to  his  iialue  stale.  In  the  yeai  I  7^9,  he  w:  s 
<liiployed  in  setllin;;  the  limits  lietwei'ii  New  jersey  and  New  V'ork,  and  in  17K7 
lie  was  calli'd  upon  to  assist  in  lisiii).;  Ihe  liound.iry  line  lielucen  the  Slates  of 
Massai  liiisetis  and  New  V'ork.  This  last  husmess,  wdiicli  was  exet  uled  with  Ins 
usual  precision  and  iiite).;rily,  was  Ins  farewidl  peai  e  olferilij;  to  the  imioii  an<l 
happiness  of  his  country. 

"  In  Ins  exriirsioiis  iliroii(,di  the  wilderness,  he  <:arrie(i  with  him  liis  lialiits  of 
iiii|uiry  and  ohserv.itioii.      Nolliiiij-i   in  our  inoimlains,  soils,  rivers  and  spring's, 

escaped    In        mlice.       Il    is  lo  In-  l.nnented  th.ll   his  ]ili\ate  letlers,   and  llie  Inilii 
ories  ol    Ills  Iriends,  an-   the  only  ie<  ords  of  vvh.it  In-  1  ollei  led  upon  tin  se  o(  ca- 
sioiis. 

"In    I  7<>i    he  was  <  lioseil  successor  to  I  )i     I'ranklri  in  the  1  hair  of  the  I'liilo- 
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fstecm  and  affection.  As  a  neighljor  lie  w.is  kind  anil  charitai)le.  His  sym- 
pathy extended  in  a  certain  degree  to  distress  of  e.cry  kind,  but  it  was  excited 
with  tiie  most  force,  and  the  kindest  effects,  to  tiie  weakness,  jjain,  and  |)overty 
u{  old  age. — .As  a  friend  he  was  sincere,  ardent,  and  disinlcresled.  As  a  com- 
panion, he  instructed  on  all  subjects. 

"  His  family  ct)nstituted  his  chief  society,  and  the  most  inliniate  circle  of  his 
friends.  When  tiie  declining  state  of  his  healtli  rendered  the  suliimle  of  his 
study  less  agreeable  than  in  forn)er  years,  he  passeil  whole  evenings  in  reading 
or  conversing  with  his  wife  and  daughters.  Ila])py  family  I  so  much  and  so 
long  blessed  with  sue!)  a  head  !  and  happier  still,  to  have  possessed  diNpusitiuiis 
and  knowleiige  to  discern  and  love  his  e.\alted  character,  and  to  enjoy  his  in- 
structing conversation  ! 

" 'I'he  house,  and  manner  of  living  of  our  president,  exhibited  the  tasic  of  a 
philosopher,  the  simplicity  of  a  republican,  and  the  temper  of  a  Christian.  He 
was  independent,  and  contented  with  an  estate,  small  in  the  estimation  of  ambi- 
tion and  avarice,  but  amply  suited  to  all  his  wants  and  desires.  He  held  the 
ottice  of  'i'reasnrer  of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  annual  and  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Legislature,  between  the  years  1777  antl  1789.  During  this  period,  he  declined 
purchasing  the  smallest  portion  of  the  public  debt  of  tlie  state,  thereby  manifest- 
ing a  delicacy  of  integrity,  wliicii  is  know  11  and  fell  only  by  pure  and  elevated 
minds. 

"  In  the  year  1792,  he  was  persuaded  to  acce])t  of  the  oftice  of  Director  of  the 
Mint  of  tlie  United  Stales.  His  want  of  health  obliged  him  to  resign  it  in 
1795.  Here  his  conduct  was  likewise  above  suspicion,  for  1  have  been  informed 
by  his  colleague  in  oftice,  that  in  several  instances,  he  paid  for  work  done  at  tiie 
mint  out  of  his  salary,  where  he  thought  the  charges  for  it  would  be  ilreiiRd 
e.\trav.igaiit  by  the  United  .States. 

"  His  economy  extended  to  a  wise  and  pmlitable  use  of  his  tune.  No  man 
ever  found  him  unemployed.  As  an  a[)ology  for  detaining  a  frieiul  fur  a  tew 
minutes,  while  he  arranged  some  papers  he  had  been  examining,  he  said,  •  tli.il 
he  once  thought  health  the  greatest  blessing  in  the  world,  but  that  he  lunv 
thought  there  was  one  thing  of  much  greater  value,  and  that  was  time.' 

"  The  countenance  of  Mr.  Ritlenhouse,  was  too  remarkable  to  be  unnoticed 
uixiii  this  occasion.  It  dis|)layed  such  a  mi.xture  of  contemplation,  benignity, 
and  innocence,  that  it  was  easy  to  :listinguish  his  person  in  the  largest  company, 
by  a  ])revii)tis  knowledge  of  his  character.  His  manners  were  civil,  and  engag- 
ing to  such  a  degree,  that  he  seldom  passed  an  hour,  even  in  a  public  house,  in 
traveling  through  our  country,  wilhout  being  followed  by  the  good  wishes  of  all 
who  attended  upon  him.  There  was  no  affectation  of  singularity,  in  anything 
he  said  or  did.  I'A'en  his  handwriting,  in  whicli  this  weakness  so  frequently  dis- 
covers itself,  was  simple  and  intelligible  at  first  sight,  to  all  who  saw  it. 

"  Here  1  expected  to  have  finislied  the  detail  of  his  virtues,  but  in  the  neigh- 
borhooil  of  that  galaxy  created  by  their  connected  lustre,  I  behold  a  virtue  of 
inestimable  value,   twinkling,  like  a  rare  and  solilaiy  slar.      li  was  his  superla- 
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"  \Vc  proceed  now  t„  the  closing  seems  of  his  life 

thro„gh  which  he  often  lo^ke-U    ^  n  e  .o ttnlTnir"'  f  ''  "'"  ^  ""'"'^^ 

from  the  inrre.se  an-l  tierferti  „,     r  i  '^^'''-"  ""^  "'^'e'lce,  where 

of  the  objects  of   his  conten    1  ,  ^"■'•■""  ■""-'"""'•^  ^""1  ^^Ment 

-;;;;;. an;he.nr::--:^r;;h:r:^ 

wl>y  they  were  not   inv  ..     i     "     i         !    7  '"  """""  ''"■^'  "^'  ''''''  ''^  ^'^^^•'' 
wife)  you  are  too  we.-.k    o  sne"k  tn  M  '   v  "'  '""'•  ^  ''"''''''  <-''•  '- 

could  still  haves,„ee    d  the.v'h    k^    'n'       '  I"''  '"''  "'^"  '^  •■■^'^■'  "'"  ' 

to  his  family,  friinds   co    ,tn       n't     .       ',"''      ''    '"'  -■^■^"--K  -ith  love 

tin;'ii';r !::  i;^':i^";i;:;;:^';^,::'-^;  r-^"^-  ^^  "^^^"-  "■•^"  "^'"  "-'^  '-- 

thin^^  and  bclievi,.    ■    d       '  '"  ^'  ""''  ^""  '"^''""'••renre  to  every- 

Verydita':  :  ,;;^^,  ;•:;«  m  "•^"""^:/'-  "->■'""'  I'kephi.osophei 
Cluistian,  interested  n,    he     e     relf  d[  ^^'^^"r;' l'""'-H--      He  died  like  a 

<-".  -Kl   the  life  to  c  .  d     o,     ;      ''T''"^^  "^  '■"  "'^-  ••-"'■'- 

Dciiy.  '  ^''"^  ''"'^"'^'  '^^'^  In.ppu.ess  fron,  every  attribute  „f  the 

c>^v:i;?sti;:;^;;;;;::i;j:,^:t'  ^-  — -  *"  -  o^-ry .... .. 

1'  "as  natural    or  hm    it  en.  "''°"'  '■°"'""-"  "''  '''^  ^^"""-citizens. 

M-iker.  to  feel     ,       t"cl    ,  T,  T""'  ''^ •"^^""■"'"^  '"  "^  ■"-"-  «f  h,s 

e.Ige  of  his  perfect  .t"di     "'^'  ^''"""  ^^•'"^^''  ''^'  ''-'  -"-a.ed  a  knowL 
l>is  works.     IlereaTte     ;  s     H   1     "'"'"""';"'  ^-"'  '"'"  'I'rongh  the  tnclinn,  of 

77;'-->-ti4^.:!;:;:orz;::^^^^^^ 

cliii.lren  yet  unborn,  shall  noint  fn  ,h.   1  >  h'™'''Keto  l„s  tonil,,  and 

'  there  lies  our  Rittenhonse  ■  '  ""  """="  ''''''''  "'  ^"'"  --'''"^D  say, 

From  ..  The  American  Universal  Magazine,"  Lebrnary  .o.h,  ^,,,. 
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I'F.KKiii  1 776-1 777 

"In  August,  1776,"  continues  ('liam  clkir  Rout,  "  (leneral  Sclniyler  held  a 
treaty  on  tlie  L'piier  Muliawk,  with  the  Six  >.'atiiins.  The  negotiation  was  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  that  service  was  nf  the  greatest  vahie.  But  the  presence 
and  niaintenance  of  one  thousand  eight  htnuhe<l  savages  ihuing  a  prolrailed  and 
difficult  negotiation  was  excessively  vexatious.  'I'he  hostilt-  Indians  were  in- 
duced to  jircinise  neutrality,  and  Congress  afterward  gave  their  explicit  appro- 
bation to  the  transaction. 

"  'I'here  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  orilers  to  construct  a  lock  upon  the  creek  at 
Skeensborough  (now  \\'hiteliall ,,  and  to  lake  the  level  of  the  waters  falling  into 
tlie  Hudson  at  Fort  Kdward  and  into  Wood  creek,  were  all  founded  n])on  his 
previous  suggestions  ;  and  they  alTord  demonstrative  proof  of  the  views  enter- 
tained by  him,  at  that  early  ilay,  of  the  ))racticability  and  importance  of  canal 
navigation.  Captain  (^iraydon,  early  in  the  summer  of  1776,  visited  Cieneial 
Schuyler  at  his  headcpiarters  on  Lake  George  ;  and  he  speaks  of  him  in  the  very 
interesting  memoirs  of  his  li'"e,  as  a  gentleman  thoroughly  devoted  to  business, 
and  being  at  tlie  same  time,  a  man  of  polished  and  courteous  manners. 

"  In  the  midst  of  such  conflicting  services,  he  had  excited  much  popLiiar 
jealousy  and  ill  will,  arising  from  the  energy  t)f  his  character  and  the  dignity  of 
his  deportment.  He  wa-;  likewise  disgusted  at  what  he  deemed  injustice,  in  the 
irregularity  of  appointing  other  and  junior  oflicers  in  separate  and  independent 
commands  within  what  was  considered  to  be  his  military  district.  He  accord- 
ingly, in  October,  1776,  tendered  once  more  to  Congress  the  resignation  of  his 
cOiTiniission  ;  but  when  Congress  came  to  investigate  his  services,  they  found 
them,  says  the  historian  of  Washington,  far  to  exceed  in  vah'e  any  estimate 
which  had  been  made  of  them.  They  declared  that  they  could  not  dis|)ense 
with  his  services,  during  the  then  situation  of  affairs;  and  they  directed  the 
President  of  Congress  to  request  him  to  continue  in  his  command,  and  they  de- 
clared their  high  sense  of  his  services,  and  their  unabated  conlidence  in  his 
attachment  to  the  cause.  He  then  resumed  his  duties  with  his  wonted  zeal  and 
energy  and  made  every  maidy  effort  consistent  with  his  station  ai)(I  character,  to 
cultivate  imity  of  views  and  harmony  in  his  department,  and  to  show  a  kind  and 
generous  spirit  to  all  his  sid)ordinale  officers,  and  particularly  General  Gates, 
who  did  not  meet  him  w'ith  like  magnanimity.  Gates  had  been  even  rebukeil  by 
the  ComiTiissioners  from  Congress,  who  visited  Canada  in  the  sjiring  of  1776, 
for  his  suspicions  and  unkiml  feelings  toward  General  Schuyler.  Charles 
Carroll   of  Carrollton    ( '.lomen   venerabilet   in   his  letter  to  Gates  of  the  i.ith  of 
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Pnor  .0  that  event,  would  fill  a  voh2  "'  "''"'"'   '"  "'^''  ^■"-' 
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•'"ct.     The  satisfaction  aZ  i  '''""""  """  '''^  ""'"^•■■^-  ^■""- 
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•-ontributed  most  essentidlv  il  n  '"nman.ler-in-Chief.      lie  also 
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(l(Kir  lit"  t'i)iigress  for  a  recognition  of  their  inilependeiice  and  an  admission  to  the 

Union. 

"  IJut  the  storm  tliat  was  gathering  on  the  frontiers  of  his  native  state,  sotm 
engrosstil  all  the  attention  of  General  Schuyler,  and  he  wtiit  into  the  command 
with  an  ardor  and  vigor  that  can  siarcely  he  conceived,  lie  arrivc<i  in  Alhany 
on  the  y\  of  June,  where  he  met  (Jeneral  Gates.  The  latter,  otTended  wnh 
Congress  for  not  allowing  him  to  remain  Commander-in-Chief  at  the  north,  and 
unwilling  at  any  rate  to  serve  un<Ur  Scluivlcr,  who  offered  him  the  conniiand  of 
Ticonderoga,  he,  at  his  own  re(niest,  had  leave  to  withdraw  from  tiie  dcpart- 
mcnt.  Nothing,  literally  nothing,  he  (Schuyler)  observed  had  been  done  dur- 
ing his  absence,  to  iniinove  the  means  of  defence  on  the  frontiers.  Nothing  had 
been  done  to  supply  'ricondcroga  with  i)rovisions.  IJul  Generid  Schuyler  was  for- 
tunately in  this  season  in  good  health,  a  blessing  whicli  he  had  not  enjoyed  in  two 
years,  lie  now  ilisplayed  his  activity,  fervor  and  energy  in  a  brilliant  manner. 
General  St.  Clair  was  placed  by  him  in  the  connnand  of 'I'lconderoga,  andsi)ecially 
dni(ie<l  to  fortify  Mount  Independence.  He  informed  Congress,  on  llic  14111 
of  June,  that  considering  the  extensiveness  of  the  works  at  Ticonderoga,  the 
smalluess  of  the  garrison  was  al.uining,  and  incompetent  [o  maintain  it,  and  that 
he  found  tlie  department  in  the  greatest  confusion.  .Application  w;is  ni.ide  to 
the  eastern  states  to  hasten  on  the  remaiiuler  of  their  troo])s,  and  he  inlormcd 
them  that  tlie  garrison  at  Ticonderoga  did  not  then  exceed  two  thousand  two 
hundred  men,  sick  included.  On  the  loth  of  June,  General  Washington  was 
ap[)rised  by  I.im  of  the  fact  that  he  had  no  troops  to  o]i|)ose  Sir  John  Johnson 
on  the  Mohawk.  He  visited  'I'iconderoga  and  Mount  Independence  on  the  20th, 
and  found  tliem  n(jt  in  a  good  state  of  defence,  and  very  deficient  in  troops  and 
provisions;  but  it  was  resolve<l  at  a  council  of  oflicers  (ailed  by  him,  that  they 
be  defended  as  long  as  possible.  General  Schuyler  then  hastened  back  to  the 
Hudson,  the  more  elfectually  to  provide  for  the  garrison,  reinforcements  of  ]iro- 
visions  and  men,  and  nothing  conducive  to  that  great  object  was  omitted,  lie 
solicited  reinforcements  of  every  kind  with  intense  anxiety.  On  the  28ih  of 
June,  he  conmiunicated  by  exjjresses  to  General  W'asliington,  to  the  Goveriuir 
of  Connecticut,  to  the  President  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  Committee  of  ]{erk- 
shire,  and  to  the  Connniltee  (jf  .Safety  of  New  York,  his  apprehensions  for  the 
safety  of  the  garrison  of  Ticonderoga,  and  the  inade(iuacy  of  the  means  of  de- 
fence. On  the  28th  and  30th  of  June  (for  dates  now  become  important)  he  en- 
couraged St.  (lair  that  he  should  move  up  with  Continental  troops  and  militia, 
as  soon  as  he  could  i)ossibly  .set  them  in  motion,  and  '  he  hoped  to  luue  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  liim  in  possession  of  that  post.'  So  again  on  the  5th  of  July, 
he  assured  him  that  troops  from  I'eekskill  and  the  militia  were  in  motion  and 
'he  hoped  to  see  him  in  a  day  or  two.'  On  the  7th  he  informed  General 
^Vashington  by  letter,  that  he  was  up  as  far  as  Saratoga,  with  about  seven  hun- 
dred Continental  troops  and  fourteen  hundred  militia. 

"The  memorable  campaign  of  1777  was  opened  by  an  expedition  of  the 
enemy  from  New  Vork  to  Daidiury  in  Connecticut,  and  the  destruction  of  large 
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ness,  distress  and  ilesertioii  prevailctl.  The  enemy  whose  triumphal  progress  lie 
had  to  check  amounted  to  upwards  of  six  thousand  regular  troops,  with  the  best 
equipments  in  arms  and  artillery.  Fort  George  was  abandoneil  on  tiie  14111  of 
July,  for  it  was  utterly  indefensible,  being  only  part  of  an  unfinished  bastion 
holding  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  On  the  24th  of  July,  Schuyler  retired  with 
his  army  to  More's  creek,  four  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  as  tlie  latter  was  oiil)  a 
heap  of  ruins  and  always  commanded  by  the  neighboring  hills,  'i'he  enemy  kejjt 
pressing  upon  liis  advanced  posts,  but  in  the  midst  of  im])arallele(l  difficulties,  his 
retreat  was  slow  and  safe,  and  every  inch  of  ground  disputed.  The  distress  of 
the  army  in  want  of  artillery,  and  every  other  military  and  comfortable  ecpiip- 
uient,  was  aggravated  by  despondency  and  sickness,  and  the  restlessness  and 
insubordination  of  the  militia.  They  could  not  be  detained.  Almost  all  the 
eastern  militia  had  left  the  army.  J!y  the  advice  of  a  Council  of  general 
officers,  Schuyler  was  obliged  to  let  one-half  of  the  militia  go  home  under  a 
promise  of  the  residue  to  ciintiuue  for  three  weeks.  Though  the  subject  of 
popular  calumny,  lie  did  not  in  the  least  despond  or  shrink  from  his  duty.  '  1 
shall  go  (jii,'  he  writes  to  General  Washington,  '  in  doing  my  duty,  and  in  en- 
deavors to  deserve  your  esteem.'  lie  renewed  his  call  on  the  eastern  states  for 
assistance,  and  toUl  his  triend,  Ciovernor  Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  (whom  he 
always  mentioned  with  the  highest  esteem  and  between  wlumi  a  mutual  confi- 
dence and  attachment  had  invariably  subsisted)  that  'if  the  eastern  militia  did 
not  turn  out  with  spirit,  and  behave  better,  we  sliouM  be  ruined.'  The  greatest 
reliance  was  placed  on  the  efforts  of  his  own  immediate  countrymen,  and  his 
most  pathetic  and  eloquent  apjieals  were  made  to  the  Conn,  of  Safety  of  the 
Slate  of  New  \'ork,  for  succor  to  enable  him  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field. 
By  the  beginning  of  August  he  was  preparing  to  act  on  the  offensive,  aiul  by 
his  orders  of  the  30th  of  July  and  the  i^^lli  of  .August,  Oeneral  Lincoln  was  di- 
rected to  move  with  a  body  (jf  troops  under  Cieneral  Stark  and  Colonel  Warner, 
who  had  orders  to  join  him  ;  and  if  he  should  have  force  enough,  to  fall  on  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter.  .\s  ISiirgoyne  advanced  tlown  the  Hudson,  there  was 
constant  skirmishing  at  the  advanced  posts,  and  Cieneral  Schuyler  retreated 
slowly,  and  in  good  ortler  down  to  Saratoga,  and  then  to  and  below  Stillwater, 
and  in  every  instance  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  his  officers. 

"During  this  eventful  period,  the  western  branch  of  Schuyler's  military  dis- 
trict was  in  the  utmost  consternation  and  peril.  The  army  under  St.  I.eger  had 
besieged  Fort  Schuyler,  and  deneral  Herkimer,  with  eight  hundred  of  the  fron- 
tier militia,  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  fortress,  was  attacked  by  a  (lrta(  hmeiit 
of  the  enemy,  under  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  defeated  at  Oriskau),  on  the  6ih 
of  August.  On  the  i6tli,  (Jeneral  Schuyler  dispatched  Arnolil  with  three  regi- 
ments, amounting  in  the  whole  only  to  five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  take  (  h.nge 
of  the  military  operations  on  the  Mohawk. 

"Congress  by  their  resolution  of  the  lyih  of  July,  1777,  ai)i)roved  all  the 
acts  of  General  Schuyler  in  reference  to  the  army  at  Ticoiideroga  ;  but  the 
evaluation  of  that   fortress  e.\c  iled  gre.it   discontent    in  the  United  Slates  and 
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G  neral  Sclu.yler  did  not  escape  l,is  share  of  ti,e  pcpulnr  clamor,  and  he  was 
n»de  a   v,c,m   to  appease   it.     It   was  deemed  expedient  to  recall  the  general 
ottrcers  „  the  northern  arn,v.  and.  in  the  month  of  August,  he  was  supLded 
n    lie    command    of  that  department  by  the  arrival  of  Ceneral  Cates      The 
lat.rels  which   he  was  in   preparation  to  win  by  his  judicious  and  <lis,in,u,shed 
efforts,  ana   which   he   would  very  shortly  have  attained,  were  by  tiiat  .tmov' 
.ntercepted  from  his  brow.      Cienerai  Schuyler  felt  acutely  the  dis  redit  of  1    in' 
recalled   in  the  most  critical  and   interesting  period  of  the  campaign  uf  .       ' 
and  w  en  the  labor  and  activity  of  making  preparation  to  repair,  Ik  disas.e    of' 
t  had  been  expended  by  him;  and  when  an  opporttinity  was  opening  as  he  ob- 
erved.    for  that   resistance   and   retaliation   which   might  bring  gK„,  „p„„  „,, 

gKs  ,  of  he  nulignity  of  being  ordered  fron,  the  connnand  of  the  army  -u 
he  ime  when  an  engagen.ent  must  soon  take  place,'  and  when,  we  n,ay  add. 
he  ha,l  already  commenced  operations,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  future  anc 
g  onotis  triumphs.  Though  he  was  directed  by  the  <.rder  of  Congress  of  the  s 
of  AugusMo  repair  to  hea.hiuarters,  i,e  was  afterwar.l  allowe.l  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  '  to  attend  to  his  private  affairs  as  they  had  greatly  suffered  by 
te  barbarous  ravages  of  the  British  Army  •  until  the  committee  of  enquiry  were 
lea.ly  to  a, ..  1  h,s  preeminent,  patriotic  statesman  and  soldier  rising  above  all 
.nean  ..sentinents.  continued  his  correspondence  with  Congress,  and  afforded  his 
valuable  cotmsel.  He  even  rendered  to  them  his  gratuitous  services  as  a  private 
gentleman,  ,n  anyway  in  which  he  could  be  useful.     As  president  of  the  board 

InTT^K  r  '"'"^^^"'^"■■^'  '-  «--  ^1-"^^-  -'v-  respecting  the  con- 
net  of  the  Six  Nat.on.s,  and  he  recommended  preparations  to  carry  the  war  into 

Ueneial  Sullivan,  m  1779. 

"  He  was  present  at  the  ,  apture  of  Burgoyne,  but  without  any  personal  rom- 

njan  and  the  nrbainty  of  his  manners  and  the  chivalric  mag^ianimity  of  ^ 
iKuacter,  smartmg  as  he  was  under  the  severity  and  extent  of  his  pecuniary 
s  es   was  attested  by  General  Burgoyne  himself  in  his  speech  in  ,7  8,  in      e 

...ish  House  of  Comnums.      He  there  .leclared,  that  by  his  orders   -a  v    , 

2'l''fi.to  the  value  altogether  perhaps  often    thousand  poun.Is  ,S,  scooo 
-)   bHongmg  to   General   Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  were  destroyed  by  th.?  a  ieu- 

w  -.ft      H      r  ""■"'■'■•       ''"  "'■''  ''""'^•^'  "'^"  ""^  "•"  ""-'  fi-t  persons  he 
-v  aitu   the  (  onveutiun  was  signed,  was  (leiieral  .Schuyler,  and  when  express- 

Sd„  ;  er"l    "   m"'  '^     "  """'  "■'''^■''  "'"'  '"'^'^^'"^■■'  '"  '"^  ■•'■"■-■'V.  General 
•Vhuj  er  desired  hnn  '  ,0  think  no  more  of  it,  and  that  the  occasi.,,,  justified  it 

I.e  su.t  an  aide-de-camp  to  ,ondu.  t  me  to  Albany,  in  order  as  he  expressed  „ 
^.  procure  better  quarters  than  a  stranger  n.ight  be  able  to  fuul.     That  ,e,       -' 

to  Mrs.  .Vhuyler  and  her  tamily.      In  that  hou.se  I  remained  during  my  wh„le  s,ay 
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in  Albany,  with  a  table  with  more  than  twenty  covers  for  me  anil  my  friends, 
anil  every  other  possible  ileiiionstrntion  of  hospitality.'  1  have  several  times  hail 
the  same  relation  from  General  Schuyler  himself;  and  he  said  that  he  remained 
behind  at  Saratoga  under  the  jiretext  of  taking  care  of  the  remains  of  his  prop- 
erty, but  in  reality  to  avoid  giving  fresh  occasion  for  calumny  and  jealousies,  by 
appearing  in  person  with  Hurgoyne  at  his  own  house. 

"  It  was  not  until  the  autmnn  of  1778,  that  the  conduct  of  Cieneral  Sclui\ler 
in  the  campaign  of  1777,  was  submitted  to  the  investigation  of  a  court  martial, 
after  long  and  painful  delays,  in  which  his  eastern  enemies  both  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  had  full  opportunity  to  search  for  testimony  against  him.  He  was 
tried  and  acijuitted  'with  the  highest  honor'  of  every  charge  preferred  against 
him,  notwithstanding  Congress  had  eight  months  |)reviously,  ajipointed  '  two 
C(Junsellors,  learned  in  the  law,  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  the  Judge  Advocate 
in  conducting  the  trial.'  'I'he  sentence  was  of  coinse  confirmed  by  Congress, 
and  though  it  was  the  desire  of  his  friends,  and  particularly  of  General  Washing- 
ton, wlio,  in  Jaiuiary,  1779,  stated  to  him  that  '  it  was  very  much  his  desire  that 
he  should  resiuiie  the  connnand  of  the  northern  department,'  he  had  too  much 
self-respect  and  jiride  of  character  to  be  shaken  in  his  pur[)i'se.  After  repealed 
applications,  Congress  in  April,  1779,  accepted  his  resignation,  and  Schu)ler 
finally  withdrew  from  the  army  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the 
service  of  his  country  in  its  political  cot^^sels." 

Washington  Irving  in  his  Life  of  Washington  says,  "  If  error  be  attributed 
to  tiie  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga,  no  portion  of  it  was  committed  by  General 
Schuyler.  Hut  his  removal,  though  ■  njust  and  severe,  as  res]iccted  himself,  was 
rendered  e.xiiedieni,  acci  riling  to  Ciiief  Justice  Marshall,  as  a  sacrifice  to  the 
prejudices  of  New  iMiglaiui. 

"  We  have  already  noticeil,"  he  adds,  "  tl  -■  prejudice  and  ill  will  of  the  New 
England  people,  which  had  harassed  Schujler  throughout  the  camjiaigu  and 
nearly  driven  him  from  the  ser\  ice.  His  enemies  now  stigmatized  him  as  the 
cause  of  the  late  reverses. 

"  Washington,  to  whon-  Schuvler's  heart  had  been  laid  open  throughout  all 
its  trials,  and  who  knew  its  rectitude,  received  the  letter  and  documents  witli 
indignation  and  disgust,  and  sent  cojiies  of  them  to  the  General.  '  I'rom  tliese,' 
said  he,  '  you  will  readily  discover  the  diabolical  and  iiisidiuiis  arts  and 
schemes  carrying  on  by  the  Tories  and  friends  of  government  to  raise  disinist, 
dissensions  and  divisions  among  us.  Having  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  in- 
tegrity, and  the  most  incontestable  i)roof  of  your  great  attachment  to  our  com- 
mon country  and  its  interest,  I  could  not  but  look  iiixm  the  charge  against  you 
with  an  eye  of  disbelief  and  sentiments  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  ;  nor 
should  I  have  troubled  you  with  the  matter,  had  I  not  been  informed  that  copies 
were  sent  to  different  committees,  and  to  Governor  'rrumbull,  which  I  conceived 
would  get  abroad,  and  that  you,  should  you  lind  1  had  been  furnished  with 
them,  would  consider  my  supi)ressing  them  as  an  evidence  of  my  belief,  or  at 
best  of  my  doubt  of  the  charges.' 
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''  '  But  It  IS  now/  writes  he  i„  reply  to  Wasliington,  'a  duty  wliich  J  owe  tny- 
sel  aiul  n,y  country,  to  detect  the  scoundrels,  and  the  only  means  of  doing  this 
IS  by  re(|nesling  that  an  immediate  inquiry  be  made  into  thenuuter-  when  I 
trust  It  wdl  appear  that  it  was  more  a  sciieme  calculated  to  rum  me,  tlian  t,.  ,l,s- 
umle  and  create  jealousies  in  the  friends  of  America.  Your  Excellency  wdl 
therelore,  please  to  order  a  Court  of  Inquiry  the  soonest  possible.' 

"  We  need  only  add,"  continues  Irving,  "  that  the  IJerkshire  Committees 
winch  m  a  tune  of  agitation  and  alarm,  had  hastily  given  countenance  to  these 
"nputat.ons,  investigated  them  deliberately  in  their  cooler  moments,  and 
acknowledge.1,  u>  a  letter  to  Washington,  that  they  were  satisfied  their  suspicions 
respecting  General  S,  luiyler  were  wholly  groundless.  '  We  sincerely  hope  ' 
added  they,  '  his  name  may  be  handed  down,  with  immortal  honor,  to  the 
latest  posterity  as  one  of  the  great  pillars  of  the  American  cause  '  " 

Daniel  Webster  writes:  -I  was  brought  up  with  New  England  prejudices 
against  h.m,  hut  I  consider  him  as  second  only  lo  Washington  i.i  the  services  he 
rendere,!  to  the  country  in  the  war  of  the  revolution.  His  zeal  and  devotion  lo 
the  cause  under  difficulties  which  would  have  paialy/ed  the  efforts  of  most  men 
and  his  fortitude  and  courage  when  assailed  by  malicious  attacks  u,,on  his  public 
and  private  character,  everyone  of  which  was  proved  to  be  fal.se,  have  impressed 
me  with  a  strong  desire  to  express  publicly  nn  .sense  of  his  great  qualities  " 
I  he  following  letters  have  never  before  appeared  in  [.rint 


'  .SiK  : 


"  .SAKAriH;A,  \ov.  iSlli,  1774. 


20  1  n,ul.s,  and  2  hands  .o.l  „a,k      I  would  lutvo  you  U,y  ,l,c,n  f,„„,  lU-n,  v  Wliiio,  K.,  .  if  ,,e 

"  I  wi^h  ypu  a  good  p;isvij;o  and  am  .Sir 

"your  most  ( ibc't  .Servant 

"  I'll.  ,S(  111  VI  ER 


'  To 


'  lAlT.  Ph.  \aN  RlCNsSiaAKK. 


"  I)i;au  Sir  ; 


"  Ai.nANV,  Marcli  15111,  1778. 


„.,,„    ■■  '    '"''":;■   '•""  "  ''•»"■  ^"'  ^■""R'-^«'  ""'•^■r  flyinR  s.al.      If  vou  approve  of  .vl,a(  I  1,  ,ve 

.1  I  rl,n,  '  °""">'-      '  •"■''•''l'"  ""  I--"!'''''!'''''!  to  Niagara  may  l,e  a 

Se  u      it^M^"  r  .T'Tr.r'""'  " -"''".  can,.!  into  K.eculion  „,.■  Indians   v,d 
C  ve  us  htt  e   troublc-Ahho-  I  am  fully  determined  not  ,0  remain  in  the  .\rmv    I  w,  1  m 

^ir'.  "■ '«'^  '"■'•  ^"'  "'^  --'--  i"  •">•  P-vn-  .0  procure  w„atev  Z m        ^  ! 

saiy  for  an  Kn.erprise  against  Niagara  if  Congress  should  resolve  upon  it.or  any  ot  e    S       ."e 
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1  lan  ilo  my  Couiilry  as  a  privalo  (ii'iUUiiian,  willidiil  fic  or  any  dllicr  reward  tlian  llic  salis- 
failinii  I  sluill  ni'iivi'  from  ^L■rvlll^;  my  (  oiiiitry.  I  rilluct  witli  pleasure  llial  I  am  laij^i'ly  My 
llcar  Sir  in  your  ilelil  lor  a  varirly  of  frjrnilly  ollice-.,  I  wish  lo  lie  slill  more  so,  lor  I  lielieM-  I 
am  imapalilc  of  <liseliar(4iiit;  llicm  liy  lMt,'ralilU(lc  or  lorjjelllnf;  llie  <  )lilij;alions.  lenluat 
you,  therefore,  if  you  eaii  willi  propiiely,  to  write  a  line  to  I  iin(;re->s  ami  to  some  of  your 
friends,  Mend)ers  tlieri'of,  and  to  present  with  the  feelinf.s  oi  a  liiend  the  distri-ss  of  my  Situa 
tiun  and  to  summon  tlieu'  to  a  speedy  delerminalion  in  rejjanl  to  mc'.  I  have  reieivid  a  very 
olilit;in^;  letter  hum  (ieii'l.  j'ar^ous  sinee  my  reluin  lr<iui  h'hnstow  n.  lie  expresses  (Meat 
anxiety  lor  the  Salely  of  the  liver.  I  amenls  Ihe  I'orlilieations  are  so  luade(|Uale  to  the 
defense,  ami  intreats  my  aid  in  ihrcelions  lor  hulMinj;  ( lull  lioats.  \'ou  may  lie  assured  he 
shall  have  il  and  I  hope  they  will  lie  hcj^un  to  he  hiiill  in  tlu'  eomse  of  this  week. 

"I    hope  you   had    the    liapjiiuess   to   Imd    Mr-.    1  Uiaiie   and  all   the    I  ainily  well.      My  hest 
wishes  attend  them, 

"  I  .nil  I  tr.\r  Sir 

"  .\lkMinnalely  iV  Siiueiely 

"  \oiii   most  ohediiiit  liiimMe  sei\ant 

"  I'll.  Si  III  YIKK. 
"  Ili'N.  J.VMI  S  I>l  A.SE,  IC.sl.i." 


"  S.\l(Aliii..\,  Ikeeiiiher  I91I1,  177S. 
"  Mv  III  Al<  Sill  : 

"  Aieept  111.-  Waiiiii  s|  ai  know  led(;eiiieiils  of  ,1  uraliliil  heart  loi  ilie  fjieal  1 11  si  a  nee  you  have 
};iveii  me  o(  your  liiendsiiip  and  attention.  \\  illiout  your  intervention  I  should  prolialily  have 
experieneed  many  more  aiivious  days  in  addition  lo  those  I  have  ( lulured  lielore  the  delei  mi- 
ll.iliiui  of  Coii^'iess  had  taken  plaee.  Mueh  as  1  have  siifleied  hmn  the  Inlemperale  I'rcju- 
dues  ■■(  my  louiitiynien,  my  allec  lion  for  my  eounliy  remains  unimpaired  and  I  shall  never 
iiefdi  el  all  opporlunily  of  Servin^;  her,  lull  il  niiisl  he  in  a  piivate  .Sl.iiion.  I  have  siillered  so 
111111  h  ill  piiMie  life  that  iirudeiue  loihids  Ih.it  1  should  iid>  iiiv  self  any  lon);ei  111  III. it  tenipe-tii- 
ous  ( leeaii  v\lieie'  I  liave  e\pi-iieneed  sm  h  dieaillul  Sloiiiis.  I  then  lore  1  y  dus  i  onvevaiiie 
send  my  resijjiiation  to  ('oiij;iess  .'iiid  think  thai  when  you  loiisider  how  Utile  your  friend  has 
to  expeel  of  nidiilL;eiiee  fioiii  (he  |  ulilie,  that  joti  will  not  he  opposed  to  my  reipiesl  ol  leave  lo 
leliie.  Vou  oU).;lil  not,  if  I  had  no  other  reason  l>iil  the  one  I  have  assigned  lo  (oiifness — In- 
<leed  T  am  twenty  thmisaiid  pounds  in  Speeie  worse  than  when  the  war  hejjaii,  hut  if  that 
should  III  your  opinion  he  an  IiisuHieieiit  motive  for  my  ie-ij;iiii.j;,  |iray  rememher  that  I  have 
frei|uenlly  w  rilteii  to  (  oiij^ress  thai  I  would  ipiit  llie  ,'\riiiy  as  soon  as  the  tiyal  had  taken 
plaee,  and  you  wouhl  iioi,  I  am  iouIhIihI  li.ne  iiii'  expose  myself  to  the  Imputation  ol  liavini; 
written  wli.il  I  did  not  nie.iii.  I'eiliaps  I  may  le  .iMe  to  .Serve  this  Slale  more  l-'.llec  liially  ill 
my  retirement  Ihan  in  puhlie  lile.  (.emial  W  .i-liiiij;loii  has  opened  a  (  onlideiilial  Corre- 
spoiidenee  with  me  whieli  has  lor  ils  olijeet  the  Seeurity  of  the  hoiiliers  <if  the  Stales  in  ( iin- 
eral;  ours  will  eonsei|tienlly  lie  seemed  if  his  Intenlloiis  are  eaiiied  iiilo  I'!xeeulion. 

"  Krom  somethiiif;  wliiell  ( leii.  W.ishiiij^ton  lia  .  eommnnieated  to  me,  I  helieve  there  will 
lie  III)  Expedition  ill  Canada  in  the  eourse  of  Ihe  Winter,  lull  if  t'oinjiess  intends  lo  do  .oiy- 
tliiiit;  ill  th.it  way  next  Spriii;;,  no  lime  oii);lit  lo  lie  lost  in  prepaialions  ;  loi  so  imiili  is  lo  he 
ilone,  that  with  ^;ieal  exeilioii  it  will  he  dillunll  lo  ).;et  everylliint;  in  readiness.  Iliil  if  it 
slioiild  lie  thiiui^ht  linpraeliealile  to  peneliale  inio  I '.iii.nla,  anolher  impoilaiil  ol>jei  I  nn);lil 
elaini  Ihe  attention  of  ( 'nii^res-, —  I  mean  — the  Kediulionof  Niagara.  N'oii,  who  aie  so  well 
aei|uaiiited  with  the  eounlry,  know  of  how  very  (.neat  iinporlaiiee  transport  would  he  to  us, 
and  I  lliink  if  speedy  preparations  r.re  made  to  suppoil  and  eonvey  an  army  of  Seven  or  Ki(;lit 
thousand  men  that  fortress  would  he  ours  in  ihe  nionih  ol  July;  li.df  that  numlier  of  troops 
will   he    w.iiiled    h.iiely  to  sei  ure   the  Iroiiliers   of  this  Sl.ile  and    I'emisv  Iv.inia.     The  expense 
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lhcri'f(in',mi):lit  iimI  i.,  ilii.r  n-,  fr.im  ilu'  .iiuinil.  I  ll.illi'i  myself  I  o;m  lu' of  some  Soiviie 
liy  my  .Klvicr,  ami  if  (  m^'jiss  ■-ImiuIcI  I'niri  into  -.iic  li  ;i  imMMiic  y<m  iiuiy  ynv  llio  Slroji(:i-st 
AssuraiKi'^  thai  I  will  innsl  naihly  allord  il.  rtrmil  iiir  aj;aiii  In  ir|nal  tlial  if  lliry  rcMilve 
(in  sucli  an  Ivxiii'dilidii  thai  no  time  is  t(i  lie  Insl  in  cniiiiiiiiH  iiij;  llie  |ire|iaialii)ns.  Mrs. 
Seliiiylei-  joins  nie  in  liesi  wi^^hes.  Adieu  My  I'ear  Sir,  I  .uii  wilti  |i(ileet  K>.leeni  and 
I'"rii'ndslii|i, 

"  Voui  inijA  ( lliedl,  .V  lliniilile  Siiv;inl 

"   I'll.   Si   Ml  VI  KK. 

" 'I'll  lliiN.  Iami;s  ItrANl.,  Kmj." 


s(  iii\  i,i;rs  coi  MRS   Ki;sii)i:\ci': 

/>.'ir//i;/  ill   I~7~  l'\  cii/cr  of   (iciiiiiil  /■!iir.;<iyiif 

'I'liis   ((niiitry    risiilciicc   of   (Icni'ral   Sciiiiyli'f    al    S(  liiiylcixillc    rciiuiiiis  llic 
same  as  when  i)C(ii|iU(l  liy  tlic  f.iinily  after  the  war.     It  stands  altiiust  on  tlic  silt- 


-^  ■ '  ^' 
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of  the  foriiicr  niatisimi  wlit'ie  l>iiij;iiyiie  gave  a  i:liaiii|)aj;iie  (liniicr  to  liis  frientls 
(luring  liis  retreat,  and  wliic  li  sliorllv  after  his  sohliers  set  on  (he  by  his  orders. 
It  was  lierc  thai  the  armies  forded  I'ish  creek  in  all  their  crossings  an<l  re  cross- 
ings of  tliat  stream.  The  estate  is  now  owned  by  C'oKniel  (leorge  Sirover  ;  a 
nimilier  of  relics  of  the  battle  are  preserved  there,  and  shown  with  great  courtesy 
to  visitors. 

'I'o  iinote  from  "The  .American  l.ady,"  "  The  (Colonel,  (afterward  ("leneral 
Scliiiyler)  as  he  was  then  called,  had  bnilt  a  house  near  Albany,  in  the  I'jiglisli 
taste,  comparatively  magiiilicent,  wliere  his  family  resided,  and  where  he  carried 
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on  tlie  Inibiness  of  liis  department.  'I'liirty  miles  or  more  above  Albany,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Fiats,  and  near  the  far-famed  Saratoga,  wliicli  was  to  be  the 
scene  of  his  future  trium|)li,  he  Inul  another  establishment.  It  was  here  mat 
the  colonel's  political  and  economical  genius  had  full  s(t>i)e.  Ilehadabvays 
the  command  of  a  great  number  of  those  wiirkmen  wluj  were  employed  in 
public  buddings,  etc.  'i'hey  were  always  in  constant  pay;  it  being  neeessary 
to  engage  ihem  in  that  manner  ;  and  were,  from  the  change  of  seasons,  the 
shutting  of  llir  ice,  and  other  circumstances,  months  unemployed.  All  these 
seasons,  when  public  business  was  interrupted,  tiie  workmen  were  occupied  in 
constructing  scpiares  of  buildings  in  the  nature  of  barracks,  for  the  purpose  of 
lodging  artisans  and  laborers  of  all  kinds.  Having  previously  obtained  a  large 
tract  of  very  fertile  lands  from  the  crown,  on  whicli  he  built  a  hpac  ious  and 
convenient  house,  he  constructed  those  barracks  at  a  <listance,  not  only  as  a 
nursery  for  the  arts  which  he  meant  to  encourage,  but  as  the  materials  of  a 
future  colony,  whicli  he  meant  to  plant  out  around  him.  He  had  there  a  num- 
ber of  negroes  well  acquainted  with  felling  trees  and  managing  of  sawmills;  of 
which  he  erected  several.  And  while  these  were  employed  in  carrying  on  a 
very  advantageous  trade  of  deals  and  lumber,  which  were  floated  down  on  rafts 
to  New  York,  they  were  at  the  same  time  clearing  the  ground  for  the  colony  the 
colonel  w;is  preparing  to  establish. 

"This  new  settlement  was  an  asylum  for  everyone  who  wanted  bread  and  a 
home.  From  the  variety  of  em|)loyments  regtdarly  distributed,  every  artisan 
and  every  laborer  found  here  lodging  and  occupation  ;  some  hundreds  of  jjeople, 
indeed,  were  employed  at  once.  Those  w'ho  were  in  winter  engaged  at  the  saw- 
mills, were  in  summer  equally  busied  at  a  large  and  productive  fishery,  The 
artisans  got  lodging  and  firing  for  two  or  three  years,  at  first,  besides  being 
well  paid  for  everything  they  did.  Flax  was  raised  and  dressed,  and  finely  spun 
and  made  into  linen  there;  and  as  artisans  were  very  scarce  in  the  country, 
every  one  sent  linen  to  weave,  flax  to  dress,  etc.,  to  the  colonel's  colony.  He 
])aid  them  liberally;  and  having  always  abundance  of  money  in  his  bands, 
could  afford  to  be  the  loser  at  first,  to  be  am])ly  rei)aid  in  the  end.  It  is  iiu  on- 
ceivable  what  dexterity,  address,  and  deep  policy  were  exhibited  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  new  settlement;  the  growth  of  which  was  ra]iid  beyond  belief. 
Every  mechanic  ended  in  being  a  farmer,  that  is,  a  profitable  tenant  to  the 
owner  of  the  soil  ;  and  new  recruits  of  artisans,  from  the  imrih  of  Irelaiul, 
chiefly,  supplied  their  place,  nourished  with  the  golden  dews  which  this  sagariinis 
projector  could  so  easily  command.  The  rapid  increase  and  advantageous  re- 
sult of  this  establishment  were  astonishing.  'Tis  inii)ossil)le  for  my  im])erfect 
recollei  tion  to  tlo  justice  to  the  capacity  displ.iyed  in  these  regulations.  Hut  1 
have  thus  endeavored  to  trace  to  its  original  source  that  wealth  and  powir 
which  Iiecanie,  afterward,  the  means  of  supporting  an  aggression  so  formi- 
dable." 

\n  unpublished  letter  of  Oener.d  Schuyler  to  his  eldest  son,  John  Bradstreet 
Schuyler,  in  regard  to  tlie  transfer  of  his  Saratoga  country  seat  t(j  the  latter. 
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"MvnF.AH.  ■„,.,..  "SARATO,:A,nec.mhe,-3,l.,787. 

"  '  '■-'«"  '"  y'Hir  c:,re.  and  for  your  sole  emolument  a  place  on  wl.ieh  I  have  for  a  lonj- 
sene.  of  yea,,  he.s,o«ed  n.uch  care  a,„l  a„en.,on,  and  I  confess  I  .l.ould  part  fron.  i  vnh 
many  a  severe  pang  di.l  I  „oi  resign  it  to  my  cliiki 

tnLL'io    n^"^    "T"^;^  °'  "T   '"'"'"'  -^--'-ation.     I,  i,  natural,  however.  n,r  a 
a,uH   to    he   sol.c,  ous  (or  the  weal  of  a  child  who  is  now  to  be  guided  l,y,  and  in  .  ..eat 
measure  to  rely  on  his  o«  n  judgment  and  prudence.  ^ 

"Happiness  ought  to  he  the  nin,  and   end  of  the  exertions  of  every  ration,-,!  creature   an.l 
^  -mtual  happ.ness  should  take  the  lea,l.  in  tact  ten.poral  ,,app,ne,s  without  the  fo,     e,         's  n 
really  ex.st    except   in   name.     The  (irst  can  only  he  ohta.ned  by  an   in.provenen  ,h 

acuh.es  of  the  mind  which  .he  henelicent  author  of  Creation  hL  ma.le  al   n  J    , 

of,  hy  a  conscious  d.scha.ge  of  ,|,o,.  .,,,,„  .u„i,,  enjoine.l  on  us  hy  (iod.  or  .ho  e  whom      e 
has  ..u.lu,r,.ed  to  pronudga.e   His   Holy  Will.      I,et  the  rule  of  you    conduct  the,    h      h     ,  re 

K  o::;:::  u""  ,'""■ '"',  r :'"' '  """^  -'■•^  "■•'■-•  y--^  -^  r,."^:t ;:;;,:: 

rfai     ,    'u  1       ""■;  '      ,   '"'";  ■""'  ''   '"""'"•■'■'  "'^^■'^■■'^"-  "^"-'  --^'  'l"<-  will  he  the 

ct    .a  n  „,ul  ,  and  an  ,.,  e,„al  sa.sfao.ion  th.nt  no  ...nporal  calamuies  can  ever  deprive  you  of 

-lie  nuhdgent  my  chdd  to  your  infe,io,-s.  affable  and  cour.eous  to  your  e,,ual  respec"fu  1 
not  cn„g,ng  .,  your  superiors,  whether  they  are  so  hy  superior  n,en.a,  abili.ie!  onh  !:!  ^^  ! 
sar\  (liMinctions  which  socie.y  has  es.ahlished 

foi^U^y^^ll'Ur  !"'"";"'  "'"^""^  ■'   '^'"'''^l->-'''y—ry  that  you  should  af 
tilings  o(  li.ilc  in,|.ortance  and  the  account  will  close  arainst  von      \VI„.,-,... 

:i:ri:i?  z- '"  ;t;!; ::  r  Hr-F™  r '?-  -  "• - 

pr.«„.  i„  ,„„,r„„  v„ ,  .„.,,,  V,  ,„,;;'  °  ■;■""""•'>■;"""  <"'"■•:•»"■ 

ifii,,      1      .1  ■.,      ■  'H-\ii    (ii,(o\ei   a  (lispoM.ioii  Id  necl  pence  or  wtsi... 

^.;ey  do.  they  wd.  surely  .dlow  you   in   i,.  .,d  your  aOairs  will  ,.o.  sltl^i::;^;,:;:::;,: 

"  In    every  community    there    arc    wretches    who    wn.rh    the    d,.,,,.  i.l   „       r 
&c.:  ^r*  '  ''"■'   ""^'"'""^-      '  °--  »"  ""•■  f-"'i"S  "-'-K  I---1.01.1  furniture. 

th^y 'nuLrr,::!:;;  dir::,  w"" "'  '"^Ti^  ^^ "'"'"^  -  "-^  '''^"'^'^-^  ^'^  "^'"  •■  -"• 

your  faunlv  and  to      ti       .  o         ,      ' '  """    'T  '"'''  ''^'  """^■^^^'y  •"'"■  "^  ^"''-'-"■<-  "^ 
after  De.ai'l.  '  "'  -'""  '"•'>'  ''•""■  "''''^""  ">  -'■I'l'-y.     This  I  shall  here- 

cheapest  terms'!  ll!:^;:;!,;:"  '""  ^"'""'"'■'^  """  ''"'"'^-     ^^ '^  ""'  ^--"  ""  ^"^  l^"'  -^ 
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"  I  regret  very  much  tli.il  it  i^  not  in  my  powir  In  give  you  sciiiie  iiidiuy.  I  sliall  leave  you 
some  ilelils  Ki  Collect  wliieli  you  may  a|i|)riJ|iri,ile  tu  your  own  u^e. 

"  Alllu>'  liir  reasons  wliicli  |iruilencc  ilictates  1  shall  now  not  ^;ive  yini  a  deed  fur  an)  part  of 
my  estate,  yet  you  oiit;lit  to  know,  what  of  this  farm  1  intend  for  you,  and  which  I  shall  im- 
mediately make  you  hy  Will  ;  it  is  all  on  the  South  Side  of  the  lishkill  and  as  far  doH  ii  as 
{.'ol.  V.in  Vechlens,  and  as  far  West  as  to  Inclose  Marshall's  \  C'olvert's  farms. 

"  Hesnles  a  just  proportion  of  all  my  other  Kslales,  hut  all  the  tenants  now  residinj;  on  the 
farm  either  on  the  South  oi  Nortli  side  of  the  (.'reek  are  to  pay  their  rents  to  me  and  Preserve 
the  riyhl  of  settlinj^  people  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  and  to  the  north  of  the  l.itlle  Creek 
which  runs  hy  Kiliaen  Winne's,  the  blacksmith.  l"or  altlio' you  will  have  the  occupancy  of 
all  the  rest  of  the  farm  on  holh  sides  of  the  Creek,  yet  that  on  the  north  side  of  the  t  jcek  I 
intend  for  one  of  your  llrothers. 

"  Should  you  die  hefore  me,  which  I  most  sincerely  pray  nuiy  not  happen,  y(jur  children  if 
God  blesses  you  with  any  will  have  this  (arm  and  such  share  ol  my  other  Instates  as  I  intend  for 
you  ;  and  shouhl  you  die  before  me  and  w itliout  children  your  wife  who  is  also  my  child  will 
be  provided  for  by  me.  In  short  it  is  my  intention  to  leave  you  without  any  excuse  if  you  fail 
in  proper  exertions  to  improve  the  property  intrusted  to  you ;  and  it  is  with  that  view  that  I  so 
fully  iletail  my  intentions,  and  Clive  you  this  written  teilimony  of  them,  and  that  iii>  un- 
worthy conduct  may  imluce  me  to  change  my  intentions  is  my  hope  and  my  anxious  w  ish,  and 
1  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  1  believe  when  once  the  heat  of  youth  is  a  little  abated, 
I  shall  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  what  1  most  ardently  wish  you  to  be  a  (iood  man 
and  an  honor  to  your  family. 

"  I  must  however  not  omit  lo  inform  you  that  the  Income  of  all  my  estate  exccjit  what  you  and 
Your  Hrothers  and  Sisters  may  actually  occupy  at  my  decease  will  be  enjoyed  by  your  dear 
Mama ;  she  merits  this  attention  in  a  most  eminent  degree,  and  I  shall  even  give  her  a  power  to 
change  my  Disposition  of  that  )iart  of  my  estate  the  income  of  which  she  will  enjoy,  sliould  un- 
happily the  conduct  of  my  Children  be  such  as  lo  render  it  necessary  ;  but  I  trust  they  are  and 
will  be  so  deeply  impressed  with  a  Sense  of  the  inlinile  obligations  they  are  under  to  her  as 
not  lo  give  her  a  moment's  uneasiness. 

"  I  must  once  more  recommend  lo  you  as  a  mailer  of  indis|)ensable  importance  lo  l.ove,  to 
honor,  and  faithfully  and  without  guile  to  serve  that  Kternal,  incomprehensible,  beiu  liceiit,  and 
(iracious  lieing  by  whose  will  you  exist,  and  so  ensure  hapjiiness  in  this  life  and  in  llial  to 
come.  And  now  my  dear  Child,  I  commit  you  and  my  Daughter  and  all  your  concerns  lo  his 
(iracious  and  (Iood  (luidance;  and  Sincerely  inlreat  ilini  to  enable  you  to  be  a  comfort  to 
your  parents  and  a  |)roleclor  lo  your  Hrothers  and  Sisters ;  an  honor  lo  your  family,  and  a  good 
citi/en.     .Vccejit  of  my  lUessing  and  be  assured  that  I  am  ynur  affectionate  father. 

"  I'll.  ScllUVI.KR. 

"To  JciiiN  I!.  S(  111  vil-.K,  ICbg." 

(John  lliailsircet  Stliiiylcr  married  in  1787,  Elizabeth  ^'an  Rensselaer, 
(laughter  of  the  secoiul  Stepiieii  \'an  Rensselaer,  the  I'atrooii,  and  Catherine 
Livingston,  daughter  of  I'hilii)  Livingston,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence.) 
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TIIF.   SARATor.A  MONI'IMKNT 


Half  a  mile  distant  from  the  old  mansion — on  the  opptjsite  side  of  the  Hud- 
son— a  massive  shaft  towers  above  the  surrender  ground.  It  was  erected  by  the 
Saratoga  Monument  Association  to  commemorate  the  victory.     On  October  1  7th, 
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1877,  ilic  oi.chiiiulrecllli  anniversary  of  the  si>rremlcr.  the  cornt-r  stone  of  this 
splciKiKi  monument  uas  laid  will,   imposing  ceremonies.     It  is  of   rotkl.ted 
granite,  one  lunuire.l  and  fifty-four  feet  in  height,  forlv  feel  s,|uare  at  ihe  base 
;in  obelisk  in  lorm,  of  (lothi.;  construction,  and  the  suninnt  is  accessible  thr.nij  h 
the   interior.     In  the  base  there  is  a  room  fourteen  leel  square  ;   a  bron/e  sfiir- 
way  lea.is  to  a  second  and   third  ll^.or  and  thence  to  the  t..i.,  where  there  n- 
windows  on  each  s„le,   commanding  for  miles  a  view  of  the  country  and  the 
Hudson.      Over  the  entrances,   gables  rise   to  a  height  of  forty  two  feet,  and 
at   each  corner  of  the   monument,  at  a  height  of  about  twenty  feet  has  been 
placed  a  gianite  eagle  with  half-fohled  wings,  measuring  nearly  .seven  fee,  across 
tlie  back.      .At  the  second  floor  there  is  a  niche  on  each  u(  the  tour  sides      1„  the 
niches   on   ,|„ee  si.les  are  bron/e  statues  of  General  Philip  Schuyler,  C.neral 
Ibnie      Morgan,    and    General    Horatio   Gates.      The    statues   of    G.Ues   an.l 
.Schuyler  .ne  equestrian;   that  of  Morgan  represents  him  as  being  attired  in  ..ar- 
ments  ot  buckskin,  backwoods  pattern,  sitting  on  a  che.st  and  holding  a  '^un 
near  the  muz/.le    with  the  stock  resting  <,n  the  grotmd.      The  fourth  niche  w  i.h 
the  name  -  .Arnold      underiiealh,  is  unoccupied. 

■l-he  two  prominent  speakers  on  the  occasion  of  the  .le.lication  were  the  Hon- 
orable Horatio  .SVymour,  aiul  the  Honorable  George  U  illiam  Curtis.  In  his 
able  a.l.lu.s  Mr.  .Sevmour  said  :  ••  When  we  rea.l  the  story  of  the  event  wliich 
ve  now  celelinue-whether  it  is  told  by  friend  or  foe,  there  is  one  figure  which 
rises  above  all  others,  upon  whose  conduct  we  love  to  dwell.  There  ]s  one  who 
WO"  a  triumph  that  never  grows  dim.  One  who  gave  an  example  of  patie  t 
patriotism,  unsurpas.sed  in  tlie  pages  of  history.  (.„e  who  did  no  ,  even  u  d 
cu  ting  wrongs  and  cruel  suspicions,  wear  an  air  of  martyrdom,  bn  whh  ' 
ful  alacrity  served  where  he  shonhl  have  commanded 

"It  was  a  glorious  spirit  of  chivalrous  c<,ur,esy  with  which  Schuyler  met  and 

nn,.,e.e    to  .  lose  who  had  not  only  been  his  enemies  in  arms,  but^-ho  S.     ' 

ted   up   n   h„n   niuisual   injuries,  unwarranted  by  ,he  laws  of  war.      lint  there 
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spM  t   of  s  ctional  prejudice  which   the  liri.ish  cabinet  relied  upon    to  prevent 

-nlial   cooperation  among   the  Colonies,  had  been  exhibited  agais     -a 

■ay  most  galling  to  a  pure  patriot  and  a  brave  soldier.      1!,,,,  f,  ,.,  .  ,     „ 

-n  to  his  country's  cause,  he  uttere.l  no  murmur  of  complain   ;   nor     if  ^ 

iZ::' rr: '  >  '"^ :"""  t^^'  '-  ''-'-'■  '^'"'^ «"-  -•>^^-''  ^-^ 

ntugueis  and  to  honest   preju.bces  did  much  to  discomfort  the  one -md  teach 
I  e  other  the  injustice  of  their  suspicions  and  the  nnworthmess  of  s     ti       1  p 
l.ces.      Ihe  strength  of   this  rebuke  sometimes  irritates  writer  0  ca  not 

nse  above  local  prejudices ;  an.l  they  try  to  lessen  the  public  sense  of  his       1 

u^3S  'r  ""f '  ''1' " ''  ""^"^'""""  -'tigation.!;;'.':, 

tl  e  ^el  iict  of  men,  honore.l   by  their  country,  were   proved   to  be  nnO.unded 
regard  to  men  of  their  own  day.  and  affairs  with  which  they  were  familiar,  can- 
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not  be  shaken  by  those  who  seek  to  revive  exploileil  seanil.ils  ami  unfomided  sus- 
picions. 'I'lie  cliarai'ter  of  ('leneral  Scluiyler  j^kiws  blighter  in  piiliiic  legartl. 
The  injustice  done  hir.i  by  liis  removal  iVom  tunnnand,  at  a  ti...c  when  his  zeal 
and  ability  had  placed  victory  ahnnst  within  his  reacli,  is  not  perhaps  to  be  re- 
gretteil.  We  could  nut  well  lose  iVum  our  history  his  example  of  patriotism  and 
ot"  jjcrsonal  honor  and  chivalry.  \Ve  could  not  spare  the  proof  which  his  case 
fiuiiishes,  that  virtue  triumi)lis  in  the  end.  We  would  not  change,  if  we  could, 
the  hihioryof  liis  trials.  For  we  lecl  that  in  the  end  they  gave  lustre  to  his 
character,  and  we  are  forceil  to  say  of  General  Schuyler,  tluit  while  he  had  been 
greatly  wronged,  he  had  never  been  injmed." 

Mr.  Curtis  in  his  eloi|uent  addrei.s  said  :  "  So  soon  was  the  s|ilenilid  promise 
of  'I'iconderoga  darkeneil.  The  high  and  haughty  tone  was  changed.  '  1  yet 
do  not  despond,'  wrote  Uurgoyne  on  the  30th  of  August,  and  he  had  not  heard 
of  St.  Leger's  fate.  But  he  had  reason  to  fear.  The  glad  light  of  Hennington 
and  Oriskany  had  pierced  the  gloom  that  weighed  upon  the  country.  It  was 
everywhere  jubilant  and  everywhere  rising.  The  savages  deserted  the  I'-rilish 
cunp.  Tlie  harvest  was  g.uhered,  and  while  New  I'jigland  antl  New  \oik  h.ad 
f.dlen  fatally  u\)o\\  the  tl.inks  of  liurgoyne,  Washington  sent  \'irginia  to  join 
New  York  and  New  iMigland,  in  his  front,  detai  hing  from  his  own  army,  Mor- 
g.m  and  his  men,  the  most  f.unoiis  rille  corps  of  the  Revolution.  Hut  while  the 
prospect  brightened.  General  Schuyler,  by  order  of  Congress,  was  superseded 
by  General  Gates.  Schuyler,  a  most  sagacious  and  diligent  otiicer  whom  Wash- 
ington wholly  trusted,  was  removed  for  the  alleged  want  of  his  most  olivious 
quality,  the  faculty  of  cominehensive  organization.  But  the  New  England 
militia  dis'iked  him;  and  even  Samuel  Adams  was  im])atient  of  him  ;  but 
S.imuel  Ailanis  was  impatient  of  Washington.  I'ublic  irritation  with  the  situa- 
tion, and  je.dous  intrigue  in  camp  and  in  Congress,  prociu'ed  Siluiyler's  removal, 
lie  was  woundrd.  to  the  hcirt,  but  his  jiatriotism  did  not  waver.  He  remained 
in  canii),  to  bv.  of  what  service  he  coidd,  and  he  entreated  Congress  to  order  a 
speedy  and  scan  hing  impiiry  into  his  cimdiu  t.  It  was  at  last  made,  and  left 
him  absolutely  unstained.  lie  was  unanimously  a((iiiilted  with  the  highest 
honor,  and  Congress  approved  the  vcdict.  General  Schuyler  did  not  again 
enter  upon  ac  tive  military  service,  but  he  and  Rutus  King  were  the  lust  senators 
that  New  York  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates.  'I'ime  has  restored  his 
f.inie,  and  the  history  of  this  state  recor<ls  no  more  patriotic  name  among  her 
illustrious  sons  than  that  of  I'hilip  Schu\ler.' 

"The  surrender  of  liin-goyne  m. irked  the  turning  point  of  the  Revolution. 
.Ml  the  defeats,  indeed,  all  the  strui,gles,  the  battles,  the  sacrifices,  the  suffer- 
ings, at  all  times  and  in  every  colony,  were  inilis]iensable  to  the  great  result. 
Concord,  Lexington,  Bunker  Hill,  Moultrie,  Long  Island,  Trenton,  Orisk.iny, 
Bemiington,  the  Brantlywine,  (a'rmantown,  Saratoga,  Monmouth,  I'amden, 
Cowpen,  Guilford,  I'"utaw  Springs,  Yorktown, — what  .American  does  not  kindle 
as  he  calls  the  battle  roll  of  the  Revolution  ! — whether  victories  or  defeats,  all 
are  essential  lights  and  shades  in  the  immortal  pi(  tiire.      IJut,  as  gratefully  ac- 
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kncnyledging  tl,e  ser-ice  .,f  all  the  patriots,  we  yet  call  \Vasl,ingto„,  father   so 
.•■..ndtul  ol   the  value  oi  every  event,  we  n.ay  ayree  that  the  .leteat  of  JJurgo'vne 
determined  the  Aaun.an  In.lej.endence.     Theneeturth  it  was  hut  a  question  of 
time.      I  he  great  doul,t  was  solved.      Out  of  a  rural  unliiia  an  army  eould  he 
trame,l  to  cope  at  every  point  successfully,  with  the  most  experienced  a.ul  ,l,s- 
c.plnud   troops   ,n   the  world.      In   the  fust  hitter  moment  of  deleai,  liup.ovne 
generously  wrote  to  u  military  Iriend  -a  hetter  armed,  a  hetter  In.lied,  a'^tn'o.e 
nlert  or  hetter  prepare,!  anny,  in  all  essential  points  of  mditary  institution,  I  am 
alraul,  ,s  ,u,t  to  he  loun.l  on  our  side  of  the  question.'     The  campaign  in  New 
V.rk  also,  wh-re  the  loyalists  were  strongest,  had  shown.  wi,at  u.,s' afterwanl 
constantly  proved,  that  the  British  crowit.  .lespite  the  horrors  of  Cherry  \'  dlev 
an,!  W  yo.mng,  co.dd  not  count  npon  general  or  effective  ai,!  from  the  Tories  nor 
fro.n  the  Luhans       At  last  it  was  plain  that  if  Hrilain  woul.l  conquer,  she  must 
overrun  and  crush  the  .on.inent,  aiul  that  was  impossihle.      The  ^hrew.lest  men 
u.   Knglaiul  a„,l   ,n  iM.rope  saw  it.      l.or.l   Xorth  himself.  Kint   Cleor.e's  chief 
'"■■nsier.  owneii  it,  an,!  grieve.!  in  his  hliiul  ol.l  age  that  lie  ha.fnot  toliowe,!  l.is 
convi,t,on.     Kdinuiul   I'.urke  would  have  made  peace  on  any  terms.     Charles 
•ox  ex,  airne,!  that  the  ministers  knew  as  little  how  to  ,„ake  peace  as  war.      The 
)uke  of  Kichinon.l  urged  the  impo.ssihility  of  coiLjuest.  an,!  the  historian  Cih- 
I'on.  who   ,n   larhament  ha.l  voted  throughout  the  war  as  Dr.  lohnson  would 
-    done   agree,!  that  America  was  lost.     The  King  of  France  or.lere,!  Frank- 
".  to  l,e  tol.i  that  he  shouK!  support  the  cause  ..f  the  United  States.      In   April 
e  sent  a  fleet  to  An.erica,  and  from  that  time  to  the  en,!  of  the  war.  the  Fr  . ic h 
.l.e  Ainericans  Ixtttle,!  together  on  sea  an,!  lan,l.  until  on  this  verv  day.  t 
t.tl    of  Octoher    :78,.  four  years  after  the  disaster  of  Burgoyne,  c'orin    His 
on  the  plains  o    V,,rktown.  propose,!  a  surrender  ,„  the  com   in,!  a.     iJ      f' 
•  auce  and  of  the  L  nited  States.     The  terms  were  settled  upon  our  part    ,  i  uly 
In  -u,  American  am!  a  French  officer,  while  Washington  and  Lafave.  e      ,    1 
-Ic  hy  si,le  as  the  Hritish  Iai,l  .lown  their  arms.     It  tas  the  siirre  .U^    f 
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'I'HK  Scluiyk-r  luaiisioii  slill  staiuliiig  at  llu-  licul  of  Scluiyler  street  in  tlie 
lower  part  of  the  rilv  of  Albany  is  one  of  tlie  most  prominent  of  theokl  landmarks. 
It  was  built  b\-  Mrs.  Sehiiyler  while  her  husband  was  in  Ivirope  in  1 761-2; 
from  whence  many  articles  for  the  furnishing  were  sent.  It  was  their  town 
residence.     The  building  stands  on  a  high  eminence,  and  in  its  early  days  was 


schuyli:r  mansion. 


beautified  by  a  wide  stretch  of  lawn  sloping  toward  the  river.  It  was  then 
quite  outside  the  city  limits,  but  to-day  the  streets  of  the  <aiiital  have  en- 
croached on  all  sides  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  house,  anil  the  grading 
has  necessitated  the  building  of  a  high  wall  of  masonry  along  the  front 
boundary.     In  this  wall  is  a  door  opening  upon  a  long  flight  of  steps,  bordered 
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)y  shrubs  as  .,lcl  as  the  mansion  itself.  The  I,„nse  is  constructed  entirely  of 
bnck,  luo  stones  hi^^-h,  with  gaMe.l  roof  and  dormer  windows,  is  yellow  painted 
and  shows  a  re.narkal.le  state  of  preservation,  'liie  entrance  is  made  throud, 
an  octagonal  vestilude,  which,  uuh  its  four  large  windows,  resembles  closdy 
the  pdot  house  of  a  steamboat,  only  that  it  is  very  nu.ch  larger,  Ma.ssive  doors 
wuh  heavy  lock  and  chain  open  into  the  main  hall,  which  is  as  long  as  m 
ordinary  cty  house  of  to-day.  It  is  lighte,!  bv  two  high  windows,  one  „n  each 
Side  of  the  vestibule.  Dpening  int.,  the  hall,  on  either  han.l,  are  the  spacious 
parlors  with  iluMr  woo.len  cornices,  high  mantlepieces  an.l  wide,  deep  fuc- 
pla,-es.  ]  he  wainscot  aroun.l  each  room  is  neailv  live  feet  \u^h,  and  the  win- 
.lows  re.ach  ahiiost  from  the  tloor  to  the  ceiling.  They  are  set  deep  into  the 
"•■'II.  and  are  just  high  en(„igl,  from  tl,e  floor  to  make  comfortable  seat^  in  the 
n-cess,  and  with  the  old-fashioned  heavy  .lainask  drapcv  in  place  would  make 
delightful    retreats   for  a   quiet   chal.      Strong  wooden   blin.ls  with   the  ol,l-,n„e 
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en.  s-bar  o    iron  protect  each  window  on  the  inside.     The  roonis  have  no  con- 

cc   o„  with   c.c     other  except  through   the   halls,  and   the  wide  doors  all  ha    • 

normous  brass   locks  with   giant   keys.      In   the   rear  of  this  hall   is  an  ar     e. 

.  ootway,  wuh  a  background   of  glass,  much   resembling  that  of  a  church 

-    -.  opening   into  a  smaller  hall  leading  to  the  sitting  L  .lining  room"   nd. 

-e  ser.mts    quarters.      ,u   tins  pass.ige  way  is  the  broa.l  winding  staircase  wi 

ot  ->n   In  ban.      I  he  mark  to-day  is  plainly  noticeable,  being  about  three  inches 
'-'g  and   an   inch   in   depth.      ,t   is  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  bal  ,  t  "v 
-vesu  the  very  a.ot  of  the   stairs  towan.   the  re'  of  the  bmC  ^      ■  Lg 

i    .^e     ,  :    a  hm;  1     !       ""'  '""'"«•     '  "■'^'^  ''^'^  ''^  '"'^  "^  "t^tohUttry 
ntore    than    a   hundred    years  ago,    .n   the  handwriting  of   Catherine  Van 
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Rensselaer  Schuyler,  the  godchikl  of  Washiiigtmi,  :iiul  the  infant  rescued  by 
her  iiitrepiil  sister.  "It  is  well  known  tliat  in  the  year  1 781 ,  the  British  en- 
deavored to  possess  themselves  of  several  leading  characters  in  the  State  of  New 
York  by  decoying  them  into  anilmsh,  or  1>)  capturing  them  by  violence.  A 
party  of  Tories,  Canadians,  and  Indians,  had  for  eight  or  ten  tlays  been  se<reted 
in  the  low  jiines  and  shrub  oaks  that  grew  on  the  o  i^kiris  of  the  city.  Obsi  me 
intimations  of  danger  to  he  a|ipreliended  fmin  some  unknown  quarter  !iad  been 
receivetl  by  my  father,  furnished  uiidoubledly  by  persons  in  the  Tory  interest, 
but  personally  attached  to  himself.  It  was  the  evening  of  tiie  7th  ipf  .August. 
The  General  and  the  family  were  seated  in  tlie  front  hall,  with  the  doors  wide 
open  on  account  of  the  extreme  heat,  when  a  servant  entered  to  say  tlial  a  man 
wished  to  s|)eak  with  the  master  at  the  back  gate.  So  unusual  a  reipiest  aroused 
my  father's  .suspicions  at  once.  The  doors  were  (juickly  faslened  ;  the  family 
fled  to  an  upper  room,  and  a  pistol  was  hred  tVoni  an  attic  window  to  arouse 
the  city.  No  sooner  had  the  assailants  burst  open  the  doors  than  my  mother 
discovered  that  I,  her  infant  chiUl  was  luit  with  them.  Frantic  with  terror,  she 
would  have  started  at  once  to  the  rescue,  had  not  my  f.uher  detained  her,  for 
the  child  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment  had  been  left  in  the  nursery  on  the 
ground  lloor,  then  oicupied  by  the  invailers.  My  sister  Margarita  (al'terward 
wife  of  the  Patroon)  insisted  upon  going  in  her  place.  Siie  hurried  down  two 
flights  of  stairs,  snatched  me  from  the  cradle,  narrowly  escaping  the  flying 
tomahawk  thrown  at  her,  which  grazed  her  dress  within  two  indies  of  the  in- 
fant's head,  and  imliedded  itself  in  the  baluster.  Ujion  reaching  the  n|)per 
hall  by  a  private  way,  she  met  Walter  Meyer  who  had  come  up  the  great  stair- 
way, and  mistaking  her  for  a  servant  exclaimed,  '  Wench,  where  is  your  mas- 
ter ?  '  '  Gone  to  ahirm  the  town,'  was  the  (juick  reply.  Meyer  hastened  to  the 
dining-room  and  (juickly  collected  hi.s  men,  who  were  engaged  in  bagging  the 
pl.ite  and  other  valuables,  and  from  which  he  had  in  vain  urged  them  to  pursue 
the  object  of  their  bold  enler]irise.  At  this  moment  the  Gener.d  threw  ojien 
the  door  and  iried  out  in  a  loud  voice,  '  Come  on,  my  br.ive  t'ellows  !  Surround 
the  ilamn'd  rascils  !  ' — although  well  aware  that  the  townsmen  hatl  not  yet  ar- 
rived upon  the  scene.  It  had  its  efl'ei  t.  The  party  made  a  precipitate  retreat, 
carrying  with  them  to  Canada  the  three  men  who  were  to  mount  guard,  and  a 
large  (|uantity  of  booty.  Owing  to  the  excessive  heat  the  servants  had  (lisperse<l, 
and  the  men  who  composed  tlie  night  watch  were  refreshing  themselves  in  the 
grounds,  so  far  <lisiant  that  they  could  neither  see  nor  hear  what  was  passing  in 
the  mansion.  The  guard  which  had  been  on  iluty  the  jirevious  night  wi're  still 
in  bed,  from  which  they  were  summoned  to  re]iel  the  invaders,  without  having 
time  to  tlress  themselves.  Their  llrearms  for  convenience,  always  stood  in  a 
rear  hall  near  the  mairi  part  of  the  building  ;  but  my  eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Church 
(who  had  recently  arrived  from  Boston)  fearing  an  accident  to  her  little  son, 
had  unfortimately  caused  them  to  be  removed  without  informing  the  guard. 
However,  the  brave  men  had  stoutly  defended  the  rear  entrance  by  random  blows 
in  the  dark.     As  quickly  as  a  lighi   tas  procured,  they  extinguished  it  and  thus 
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gave  their  master  tin.e  ,0  secure  the  front  doors.      The  names  of  the  men  were 
John   I  U1.1.S,  i.Un  V\a„l.  an.l  Nanse  Corlies.     They  were  at  len„h  uver.u  v e,e 

r:    rw. "'"   '■""•;:"  ^   ^•""^^"^"    -hang..  „.,  ...her  ^vethe.i: 
laini  111  Saratoga  county.  ' 

("A    word    nn.ht    here   he  .said   of  '  the  three   Margarets --Ahnuaret  \  ,n 
Scitchtenhorst  Schuyler  u  ho  dn,ve  L.isler's  tro.ps  and  l.is  son  ,ndat  C     ', 
MMhorne  out  o    ti,e  fort  at  .Mhany  of  whuh  her  son  Colonel  P.eter  S.    v 
o.nnu,.  ant    the  latter  being  ahsen,  at  the  tune,  (.6,0).      The  second     r. 
.nen    Ma.gare    was  •  1  he  .A.neruau  J.ady.'  a  statesman  in  petticoats.     Thethird 
was    hat  dauglner  of  General    i-lnhp  S,  huyler.   who  saved  the  ch.ld  ho  J 

l.Hhans  n,  ;„e  .Albany  mansion  at  the  risk  of  being  tomahawked."     W.  I..  SI.) 

The  upper  hall  of  the  mansion  is  the  same  size  as  the  lower  one.  and  the 
00ms  hear  resen.blance  to  those  on  the  tlrst  lloor.      From  the  wnulowsTm  g^ 
n  ncen    v.ew  may  be  had  of  the  1  huLson  with  its  background  of  hills,  w     1    I 
ctly  beneath  bes  the  city.     Staiuling  here  amid  such  historic  surrottd    '  s    a 
ange  panoratna  of  Colonial  events  .seems  to  rise  before  one.      Grim  fo2  o, 
e.ther  han>     protect  the  cpiaint  Dutch  town  Iron,  invasion.     The  natrow  s^ee 
are  „|,ed  w.th  English  officers  and  men,  together  with  the  sturdy^Zi      , 

^  y.ng  the  a..nu,at,on  of  h.  career,  under  Hraddock  in  the  South.        2Z^ 

....Je^;7::ir;;-i;ri;-^ 

r  tes  I,   t  ,"'■';■'         "'  '^   "  '-nquerors.  with   the  .American    orces  .  nde 

w:  V  uind'n  ■"■''•  "^"•"^  "■■'"«"•■  """•'^-•'  "•- "-  ^■■t"- 

er  ,  -my  snrren.lered;    Clinton   hastily  retreating  down   the 

r        Id   hunself  eating  his  dinner  in  Albany  sotne  weeks  betore  Chris, r 
ZX  "'  '""  ^'^  '  '^'-'^""^^  -''   -  ^'  «--   at  the  table  of  «.,:;:! 

once  partit,on:d  .^rUriTuieiuinirT;  Z:!:;;:::::^^) 

a   more  ghostly  place   than   the  old  attic  with  its  do,:m:;':m;ir'::,"   il^ 
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nooks  and  craniiifs,  would  be  li.ud  to  iniatjiiie.  In  llie  cellar  are  several  small 
windows  set  deep  into  llie  walls  like  the  [lurlholes  of  a  ship;  but  the  acciinuila- 
tions  of  a,i;es  have  in  a  great  measure  spoiled  their  useliihiess.  lloth  wilhoi.t 
and  within  they  are  protei  ted  by  iron  bars,  embedded  in  the  masonry  and 
covered  deep  with  rust.  The  place  is  so  full  of  dark  ciirners  and  passages  that 
a  person  might  easily  lose  his  way  tlure  wiiluuit  a  giiiile.  In  the  centre  of  the 
cellar  is  a  curious  (h'set,  large  enough  for  three  men  to  stand  ujjright  in.  The 
sides  and  back  are  of  brick,  as  is  ;ilso  the  arched  roof;  tlie  heavy  wooden  door 
lias  an  enormous  lc'(k  and  key,  the  h  ck  being  made  from  a  single  bh  ck  of  wood 
fastened  to  the  inside  of  the  door,  and  it  apparentl\'  works  as  well  to-day  as 
wiien  fust  coiistnicteil.  'i'liere  is  a  tradition  of  an  iindergroimd  |i;issage  to  the 
river,  and  that  a  stairway  had  descended  to  it  fnuii  the  tloor  of  tins  invsterious 
space,  but  the  closet  was  so  filled  with  rubbish  lli;it  this  su]ii)osition  could  not 
be  verified. 

"  One  of  the  great  attractions  of  the  liotise,"  sa\s  Proctor,  '•  was  a  s])lendid 
and  well-selected  library.  When,  in  1784311(1  1785,  Ccloiiel  Aaron  li\irr  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  at  Albany,  he  was  generously  tendered  tlie  use  uf  this 
library  by  General  Schuyler.  Here  Hiirr  spent  much  of  his  time  ;  here  he  pre- 
pared many  of  those  legislative  aiul  other  ilocunieiits,  so  replete  with  elegance 
of  expressicui  and  profinidity  of  reasoning.  In  those  davs  the  .Aceldama  of  pol- 
itics had  not  aroused  that  bitter  enmity  between  him  anil  a  member  of  Schuy- 
ler's family — Hamilton — which  culminated  in  the  bloody  traged)-  (jii  the  heights 
of  Weehawken." 

The  grounds  were  laid  out  in  all  the  elaborate  art  of  French  lainlscape  garden- 
ing, with  here  and  there  parterres,  nicely  lawned.  Many  of  the  old  ornamental 
and  fruit  trees  are  still  standing. 

One  lovely  autumn  day  just  before  Burgoyiie  let't  .Mbany,  he  was  strolling  in 
these  grounds  along  the  river  bank  with  .Margarita  Schuyler,  who  was  ihen  but 
seventeen  years  of  age.  ])uriiig  their  ( onvers.uiuii  he  asked  her  what  he  slu.uld 
send  her  from  England.  She — being  very  shy — did  not  answer,  but  ke[it  her 
eyes  fi.xed  on  the  grounil.  Among  the  ])resents  that  he  sent  to  the  family  from 
the  "other  side"  was  a  pair  of  diamond  shoe  buckles  for  Margaret.  One  of 
these  is  in  the  author's  possession. 

Other  guests  from  the  vaiuiuislied  .iriuy  wore  (General  Reidcsel,  liis  wife  and 
children,  and  Lady  Harriet  .Ackl.ind.  Cieneral,  the  liaron  Reidesel,  commanded 
that  miscellaneous  body  of  men  called  Hessians  ;  mercenary  troops  furnished  by 
sm.dl  German  provinces  to  assist  the  Hritish  in  crushing  her  rebellious  subjects. 
"  George  111.  had  first  applied  to  the  I'.inpress  of  Russia, — Catherine  \\. —  wlum 
he  was  disposed  to  regard  as  a  half  barbarian  sovereign  of  a  barbarous  nation, 
for  the  loan  of  her  soldiers.  Her  ministers  expected  a  ready  comiiliaiice,  for 
could  not  Hritisli  gold  purchase  anything?  Gibbon,  the  historian,  wrcte  to  a 
friend  in  October,  1775  :  '  When  the  Russians  arrive,  will  you  go  and  see  their 
camp?  We  have  great  hojies  of  getting  a  body  of  these  barbarians;  the  minis- 
ters daily  and   hourly  expect  to  hear  that  the  business  is  concluded  ;  the  worst 
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of  it  is  the  Baltic  will  soon  Le  fio/.en  up,  and  it  must  b.  lale  next  year  before 
they  can  get  to  America.'  IJ„t  Catherine  sent  a  flat  refusal  to  enter  into  such 
netanous  busniess,  half  barbarian  as  the  JJritish  king  thought  her  to  be  The. 
king  was  compelled  to  I>ocket  his  wrath,  which  he  did  with  <l,gnitv  and  com 
posnre  after  the  first  ebullition  of  feeling,  „.„1  turning  to  the  needv  Cern.an 
princes-ihe  rulers  of  people  out  of  whom  had  come  his  own  dynasiv_he  w.s 
rewarded  with  success."  They  "  were  his  hire.l  lighting  n.achines,  hired  con- 
trary to  the  solenn,  protest  and  earnest  negative  plea.lings  of  the  best  friends  of 
Kngland  ,n  Us  uational  Legislature."  -.About  seve.Ueen  thousan.i  CcrnKu, 
troops,  n,ost  of  them  well-disciplined,  were  hired.       Their  masters  were  to  re- 
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ceive  f,T  each  soldier  a  bounty  of  ^,52.50,  beside  an  annual  subsidy,  the  whole 
amonnt.ng  to  a  large  su,n."  The  na.ue  of  llcssum  (trom  Hes.se-Cassel,  and 
Hesse  Darmstadt)  wasgiven  to  them  all ;  and,  because  they  were  n>ercenar.es  (men 
only  lighting  for  pay  )  they  were  particularly  .letested  by  the  Ameri,  ans  '•  -Ml 
Europe  cried.  •  Shame  !  '  and  Fre.ierick  the  Creat  of  1-russia  took  every  occasion 
to  express  his  contempt  for  the  scaiulalous  man  traftic."  The  liarones.s'  Reidese! 
"ho  w,;h  her  children  and  nurses,  accompanied  Burgoyne's  annv,  had  endured 
terrible  hardships,  as  well  as  great  anxiety  for  her  husl.an.l's  .safetv.  writes  in  her 
J.nmu.i:  "Alter  the  surren.ler,  my  husban.l  sent  a  message  to  me 'to  con.e  to  him 
with  my  children.     I  seated  myself  once  more  in  u>y  dear  caleche,  an.l  then  rode 
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tliriiii,L;li  the  Aiiu-iiiwii  caiiii>.  As  I  p.isscd  on  I  (ilisi'ivod,  ;in(l  iliis  was  a  f;reat 
consul. aii)ii  lo  iiic,  tliat  no  one  I'vcil  nic  with  looks  of  icsiMitnicnt,  bnt  tiny  all 
i;i('i'tf(l  lis,  .mil  fM'ii  sliowfcl  ( (iniii.ission  in  tlnir  ( iJiintcii.iiu  cs  .it  the  si,L;hl  ol  a 
woman  wiili  small  ihiUliiMi.  1  w.is,  1  <  onliss,  afraid  to  go  over  to  the  fiit  niv,  as 
il  W.IS  qiiili-  a  new  situation  to  mi'.  When  1  drew  near  ihi' tents  a  handsoinf 
111. Ill  aiipioai'lied  .mil  nut  me  ;  took  my  i  liildieii  from  the  calei  he,  and  liii,uj;ed 
and  kiss<(l  them,  wiiii  li  a  ffe(  ted  me  almost  to  tears.  '  \du  tniiilile,'  s.iid  he,  ad- 
dressiiiL;  himself  to  me;  'be  not  afraid.'  'No,'  I  .insweicd,  'yon  seem  .so 
kind  .iiid  li'iider  to  mv  children  II  inspires  me  Willi  (  ouraj^e  '  III'  now  led  me 
lo  the  tent  of  (leneral  Ciates,  where  1  toiiiid  Ciiiierals  Hiirgoyne  .iiid  I'liillips  who 
were  on  a   frieiully   luoliiiy   with   the   tormer.      Hmgoyiie   saiil   lo  me,  '  Never 
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mind;  your  smitows  h.ive  now  an  end!'  1  .inswern!  iiim  that  I  should  he  as 
re|irelieiisilile  lo  have  any  cares  ,is  lie  h.id  none,  and  I  w.i^i  ple.ised  to  see  him  on 
such  friendly  looting  with  (leiier.d  (l.iles.  'riie  same  nenllem.m  who  received 
lue  so  kiiully  now  came  and  said  to  me,  •  \ Hii  will  he  very  niiu  h  emharrassed  to 
dine  with  all  these  gentlemen  ;  come  with  your  children  loimlenl,  where  I 
will  pie|i.iie  liir  )dii  a  iViigal  dinner,  and  give  il  with  a  free  will.'  1  said,  '  \'oii 
are  certainly  a  husband  and  ;i  father,  you  have  shown  me  so  much  kindness.'  I 
now  found  that  he  was  Ceneral  Schuyler.  lie  lieited  me  with  excellent  smoked 
tongue,  beefsteaks,  potatoes,  and   good   bread  and  butler!     Never  could  I  wisli 


w 


nil-:  sfiiiyi.i:i;  .v.txs/ox  at  .M.it.ixr  .j,,^ 

to  eat  a  W-Uer  dun,.,  ;   I   was  ...ntent ;   I  saw  all  arou,„l  „,e  unc  so  l,knv,se  • 

-;  •  "  ;^"  -s  iKUc.  ,|,„n  all,  n,y  husha.ul  was  .„„  oi  .lang.r.      Who,  w.  ha.i 

n  .1     .      ..I.I   >,,.■   Ins  ...sulcM, ..  w.s  a,  A1Im.,j  .  an.l  >ha,  (u-neral  liu.g..y,K-  m- 

e  ....     ..  lu„„  ,■  hn„  as  h.s  gucs,  an.l  invue.l  n.jscir  a.ul  .  Inl.hn,  ...  .1.  li-wsc. 

.^skcl    „y  hushan.l  how  1  shoul.l  a.-,  ;    l,c  ...1.1  ,„c  >o  a.  ..,„  .hc  ,nvi,a,ion.      As 

-,s  ,wo  .lays   jou.nc,  ,1,.,..  he  a.lv.sed  n.e  to  «o  to  a  ,,la.  .  wl„.  1,  was  al.nt 

h..  •  hours   ,,...  u,s,an,.     S,„nc  .lays  alter  this  we  arrival  at  Albany,  whnv  w  ■ 

-  o^un  -"<^''  --'v-  .    1....  ;ve  .1,..  not  enter  it  as  we  ex,e....|  :;  1     Z 

not  as  en.nas   h,a  as  knul  .r.en.ls  ;   an.i  th.-y  .rea.e.l  us  w..h  ,l,e  n.ost  i 

a. tenfon  an.l  poluencss,  as  they  ,„..  Ceneral  linrgoyne  who  ha.l  cause.l    !     . 
Schnyler  s  Leant,  nlly  Inrn.she.l  honse  ,o  be  Innne.l.      J„  f.,,.  they  behave 

-M.ns  of  exal,e.l  nnn.ls.  who  .l..ern„ne.l  ,o  bnry  all  reeolleU.on    of  tl^       '  vn 
J..-S   n.   ,he  •■on.en.plauon  of  onr  n.,s,or,nnes.-      Not  long  alter  ,h     "' 

«cllfnHshe.l   n.ans>on    ran   np  ,o  her  n.other,  an.l   with  all  the  si  npluMv  of 

youthfn    .nnocenee  ,n.,,nre.l  in  Cern.an,  ■  Mother,  is  this  the  palaee  fa.  s  1 

ve  when   he  can,e  to  Anreriea  P'     The  b.nslnng  baroness  s.Lbly  s,le     e       " 

.1.      I    e    eennng  ,nes„on  wineh  was  aske.l  ,n  the  presence  of  one  o,  Cen 

;::,;.",Sr;"''''^''^^"'"'"'''^^^^'""'^ •-.Klers,oo.l,waswe.,eah.„la;;;, 

"ll    was   C.lonel    Vari.k.one   .,f  Oeneral    Sehnvler's    ■n.les"s,>.    P       , 

;::;:;;.;:.:;:::";;:;;:;;;!;:;;::^'r";i'- -™v™''""  ■-'--•>';- 

r::;,:r:;:;:J:;^;t:;:-;:;:;::;:;::-;,:;;t- -':'-"» 

".;::'^ir:r::;-'':r;"; /^- "--■"-" :-":'::;; 

.li.i.  NVw  V,,,r,",„,r  V   ,'■,:'"    ■  ''""■  "">"'«"'"■  "■■"li.-.l  All,.,,,,. 
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RICinRP  \-.\RICK 
l.ii'iitfthiiit-Coloiii'l  diiJ  Drf'itty  Miistrr  Mcistrr Hi'nniit 

"  li.irii  on  tlic  J51I1  of  March,  175,5.      Oit-'d  011  tl)e  _5otli  of  July,  1831. 

"Al  llie  lime  of  his  birth  liis  parents  were  living  at  Ha(  kensatk,  N.  J.  Wlicn 
tlie  Kfvoluti<in  broke  out,  he,  liaving  been  practicing  liis  jirofessioii,  the  law,  in 
New  \'iiik  City,  joineii  the  army  in  1775,  ami  was  appointed  a  Captain  in  the 
ist  New  Vork  Continental  Infantry,  under  Colonel  M<  Doiigall. 

"On  the  loth  of  April,  1777,  being  at  that  time  the  Military  Secietary  of 
Cieneral  Schuvler,  Congress  conferred  npcjn  him  the  position  ol  Ucpnly  Muster 
Masterdeneral,  and  he  was  on  duty  organizing  and  keeping  up  the  ipiolas  as  lar 
as  possible  to  their  full  standard,  and  pre|)aring  the  requirements  necessary  to 
impede  the  advance  of  Ceneral  jnhn  liiu'goyne,  who  had  already  made  such  a 
formidable  entrance  to  the  state  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain.  I  le  was  jircsent 
at  his  llnal  total  defeat  and  surrender  at  General  Schuvler's  lieadcpiarlfrs  at  the 
confluence  of  the  l''ish  creek  and  the  lludscui,  near  where  the  acpitiluct  of  the 
Champlain  canal  now  stands.  In  the  following  year  the  (iftue  he  held  having 
been  abolished,  he  acted  as  Inspector deneral  at  West  Point  on  the  staff  of  Cien- 
eral Arnold,  initil  after  the  discovery  of  his  nuMlitated  treason,  when  Washing- 
ton took  him  into  his  '  military  family,'  as  Rciording  Secretary  of  his  official 
and  ]nivate  correspondence,  which  ])osition  lie  held  (luring  the  war. 

"The  following  letters  from  Washington  to  him,  expicss  His  l''x(  ellency's 
sentiments  in  regard  to  his  ability  and  method  : 


) 
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;:'!  1 


I       i 


•"RiiCKV  ]\]i  I,  Oct.  2(1,  178;,. 

"'I)r..-\K  SlK  :  I'iK'loM-d  arc  my  ]iiiv.Uo  I.clli-'rs  for  regi>lci  ing 

"'  .\i  f.i>t  as  tlicy  are  I'litLML'il  rctiiiii  tlicin  to  111c  liy  llic  weekly  111. ul;  fur  we  liave  occasion 
for  fre'|\Hiit  references — do  tile  same  thing  willi  tlie  I'lihlic  Letter-. 

"  '  .\s  llie  letter-,  wliicli  are  liandeil  to  yon  now,  contain  -entiinen;-  ii|»in  iindeciiled  points, 
it  is,  more  tlian  ever,  necessary  tliat  there  should  bo  the  strictest  gnard  over  tiiem,  and  the  most 
perfect  silence  in  resiHct  to  their  coiilonls. — Mr.  Tayler's  prudence  will,  T  persuade  myself,  in- 
duce him  to  ]iay  particular  attention  to  liolh. 

'• '  I  am  Dr.  Sir  \  r.  mo-t  olied.  Servl. 

"  •  ( ■!>,  \\  AsiiiNirroN,' 


'"M'ifNI  \'ikNo\,  January  olli.  17.S4. 

"'r)l-:..VR  Sir — From  the  moment  I  left  the  City  of  \ew  \'ork  until  my  arrival  at  this  place, 
1  have  liecn  so  much  occupied  liy  a  variety  of  concerns,  thai  I  could  not  lind  a  moment's  leisure 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  tlie  41I1  and  71!;  ullinio. 

"'The  public  and  other  Papers  which  were  eommilted  to  your  cliaryc,  aiul  the  liooks  in 
which  they  have  been  recorded  under  your  inspection,  having  come  >afe  to  liaml,  T  take  this 
first  opportunity  of  signifying  my  entire  approl)ation  of  the  manner  in  which  yon  have  executed 
the  important  (hities  of  recordiiiK  Secretary;  and  the  satisfaction  I  feel  in  having  my  papers 
so  properly  arranged,  \  so  correctly  recordeil — and   I   beg  yon  \\  ill  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
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c.rc  an.l  a,.e„ho„  uhich  y.,u  l,avc  «iven  u.  ,hi,  I„m„..._,  .„„  f„,|y  .„„vi„co.l  .ha.  noi.her 

he  ,.rocm  a«e  M.,r  , cr,.y  „,ll  c Ic-  .|,e  „„,c  .nM  l.,l,„u.  «hul,  l,,.s  Ihc,  c oycl   „ 

accomplishing  ji,  uiiprdlLahly  s|kii| '     '        " 

•"  I  ,„:.y  ynu  will  1„.  ,,nsu,uU.,l  .ha.  I  ,l,all  ,al<c-  pKa,.,,..  i„  a,M.,.i„«  on  every  occasion  the 
ense  ,  en.er.a,,,  of  .1,.   ,.,.,i.y.  skill  a,„l  M„lc.fa.i«a|,,e  iii.lus.ry  luanifes.ecl  1  y   '  u  ,  er 

f..rn,a„,:.  of  your  public  .lu.ics.  and  of  ,he  sincere  re«ar.l  and  es.een,  wi.h  which  ' 

'"I  am  J)r  Sir  \v  nios.  olicd  iV  alii  Servt 

'"(ji).  \Vasiiisi;ii)n.' 

"  In  the  fall  of  ,780  l,t-  wrc.e  Gener:,!  Sdu.yler  that  a  fo.irt  of  In,,,Mry  was 
about    o  co.uu.e  respectiiij;  his  having  been  conversant  with  Ar-iokl's  ,,  ot  to 

rc-.u  er  West  I'o.nt  ,0  the  Hritish.  .I.sirin,  bin.  .0  ..tte.ul,  whereupon  I  e  sen. 
tl^e^follow.n,  letter  to  the  Court,  addressed  ,0  Colonel  Xan  Scha.ck,  ils  presiding 

^.^.k:     Ve.erday  I  received  a  Ic.er  from  ^■.^S':::Z2X::tTt.,  in 
treated  an  Incjuiry  .n.o  his  conduct  and  .ha.  1.  would  pn,l,al,lv  soon  ..kc  pI-,         '        , 
me  ,0  a.,end  .0  «ive  my  ,es.i„„my.     As  he  has  Ion     rcsid.l  wi:  1       ;;       !  '  :; ^^ 

Mate  of  health  picvcn.s  my  a.lcn.lin.'.     I  consider  it   huwv,.,     ,    1  ,     ■  ,  ^ 

in...n,  you  Si,,  and  .hro.  yon.  .he  t^.ur.,  .ha.  in'.,;!:       ^ V  ^5    i        ^d  V^  7^:^ 

Pne.y  of  .ha.  Gentleman's  condnc.  in  every  point  of  vie  v     ,   .         ^  "^^"  ""","P«"  "-e  pro- 
in  his  a.tachmen.  .0  Ih,.  CI,,,-;  „    /■  '      '"  '  '''"'  '""'''  ^'"'"■^'  ''omidence 

and  neve,,  o,::',;:;'^: ':;;:: ;;;::  :rf ;• '-  '-\  ■  ^ -^r  ■""""'«  '-^  ''-■ 

from  believing  him  capable  ot  l,e.  '  ,     r  "  "'"    '  "'"'  '"  '"'"'  "''"  '  '■""  ^"  f"-- 

Hono,..  p,.ohi.y .  vir.u.  so  I'do  s.ii,  mI^  M,  : ,::::::  :i :::::;']  -  n ;!  ^i? 

Servant,  'Oii  .-<ii,  4 1  m  i,,o,i  Dlicdiuii.  Ilundile 

"The  Co.irt  .inanimonsly  reported  their  opinion 

"  Which  Was  approved  as  follows  : 


1 


•"Head  HrARTi^Rs,  Camp  Totowa, 

'■'The  Commander  in  chief  is  „1...    1  .  "•Thuisday  Xovemher  lO.h.  1780. 

of  Enquiry,  held  l.^^^s    P,        '  ^       i:^;'?"''  '''""'  '"-  "^'""^^'"^  -"-'  "'^  ^ourt 
oi"t.  .he  .„  ,ns.ant.  .0  examine  in.o  .he  conduct  of  I.ieu.enant 


t\^' 


I 


il'J 


.1  aoDciiii.D  or  u:i.^iiixi;t()\ 


ColoiK'l  Varick,  in  his  conncrlioii  with  tlio  late  MaJDr  (Icnural  AnioUl  chiring  his  coimnand  at 
West  I'uiiit  ami  relative  to  his  desertion  to  the  Kneniy. 

"' Ali-.XANliKK  Si'AMMi'.i.i.,  Ailjnlaiit  (Icncial. 
" '  Ciii.'iNKi.  Van  Sciiaii  k,  I'nvident ;  I.ieutknant  Chloneis  Cuiiii  ami  Kicakbokn,  Major 
Riaii  and  ('apiain  i'o\,  Menibeis.' 

"  Arnold's  letter,  ilated  lYiMn  the  '  Viilliire'  aceiiiils  him  of  all  knowledge  ot" 
his  intentions. 

"  The  following  letter  to  him  from  flcneral  Schuyler  has  never  been  piihlislied, 
and  shows  the  intimacy  existing  between  them  : 

•"Sakatoca,  May  3d,  177S. 
"'Du.  Coi.'tM  I  : 

"'  I  thank  yon  for  yonr  favor  liy  Mr.  Fonda  »V  lor  the  inlelliijeiu'e  yon  have  t^iven  nir 

I  had  a  hint  some  time  at;o,  that   (iales  would  take  tlie  I'onunand  in  the  hifjhi.uids  as  soon  as 
all  was  |ire|iared  ;  he  has  the  luck  of  reapinj;  harvests  sown  liy  others. 

"'  I   hope  to  be  down  on  Wednesday.     My  Compliments  to  .Mr.  and  Mr^.  \"an  Ren^'-elacr. 

Adieu 

"'  I  am  -.inecrely  \'our^  \e.  \c. 

"'  I'H.  Sllll  VI  KR. 
"'Col..  VAklCK.' 

"  lie  accepted  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  City  of  New  \'ork  in  lySj,  and 
in  the  next  year  was  elected  a  member  tjf  the  State  Legislature  when,  with 
Samuel  Jones,  he  was  appointed  to  revise  the  Statutes  of  the  Slate,  issued  in 
I  7S9.  He  presideil  as  Speaker  of  the  .Vssembly  in  1787  and  17S8.  .Nppointeil 
Atturne\-riener,il  in  May,  1789,  anil  the  Inllowing  September  elected  Ma\iirid' 
New  York,  wliit  h  oftice  he  retained  until  Ivhvard  Livingston  succeeded  him  in 
iSor.  He  was  President  of  the  New  V'ork  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  from  1806 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  at  his  residence  in  Jersey  City,  tipun  whi(  h 
occasion  the  Society  issued  a  general  order  to  attend  the  I'uneral  iVom  the  Dutch 
C'hurch,  corner  ('etiar  and  Nassau  streets,  wearing  the  usn:.'  badge  of  mourning 
for  thirty  d.ivs,  at  the  same  time  ex])ressing  the  following  sentiments; 

"  'That  his  courtesy  and  kindness  to  menibers,  his  liberality  to  such  of  the 
deceased  members  as  needed  it,  and  his  attachment  to  this  Institution,  <  an  never 
be  forgotten.' 

"  He  married  Maria,  daughter  of  Isaac  Roosevelt,  but  died  u  ithout  issue  sur- 
viving him.      His  name  apj)  ars  (Ui  the  Half  i'ay  Roll." 

Extract  from  "The  .Society  of  the  Cincinnati,"    By  John  Si  iiivi  i;k,  Secretary. 

This  valuable  work,  handsomely  illustr.Ueil,  was  printed  by  the  New  \'ork 
Society  of  the  (Cincinnati  for  private  distribtition. 
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CFIAI'IKR  IX 

AI.KXAMM  k   HAMII.rON 

Aj/  .■lineriiivi  Statesman 

•'  In  the  afternoon   of  a  pleasant  October  clay  soon  after  the  surrender  of 
J^ngoyne,     wntesL.  15.  IWtur,  -  a  young  officer  wearing  the  uniform  of  a  n,e„.- 
be,  of  \\  ashington  s  nuluary  family,  accompanied  by  an  orderly,  left  the  ferry- 
boat wh,ch  then  landed  at  a  pou,t  in  the  river  a  little  north  of  the  present  Arc'> 
reet.      1  he   young  soldier  and   his  orderly  innnediately  mo.mted  their  horses 

evidently    held    a   rank   that   placed   him  near  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

American  Army,  create.l  nn.ch  interest  in  the  city.      <  Who  is  he  and  what  can 

e  h,s  ,„„,s,       n,  Albany?-  .ere  „„estions  that  went  unanswered  from  ma" 

nqmrers.        here  was  in  his  bearing  much  that  increased  the  interest  his  appear 

nee     reated.       t  e.xh.bue.l  a  natural,  yet  unassuming  superiority  ;   h,s  te  tures 

hough  not  handsotne.  gave  evulence  of  thought,  intelle.'ual  str  n,th  and  : 

.      ,:;    ,T"^  '      ■f--lK.nsive  forehead,  a   nose  of   the  Greaan  mould    a 

plued  the  contour  of  a  face  never  to  be  forgotten.     The  elegant  horse  he  rode 

r:tr;;:r'^'r  '^'^'^ ''- ""'''''  "^  ""^"•"-'"  ^'^"-  ->  ^^'  .-^ 

Tsa      le     ih  "'°T  °'  '  "'""'"'  '-■"^'■•'^'"•'     ''"'"^  >■""■'«  -"'•-  -^  ■•■> 

orse.      H..  hgure  of  the  m.ddling  height,  strongly  f,,„ned  and  n.,scular    gave 

appearance  of  strength  and  activity.      U'e  have  been  son.ewluU  par.iad^m 

o        1  s  r,puon  o,  the  young  officer,   for  we  have  thus  presented  ,  .  the         1 

Ale.xander  Hamtlton.  He  soon  arrive<l  at  th-MesuIence  of  CJeneral  Sd  u  1  / 
.™,nt,ng  and  giv.ng  his  horse  in  charge  of  the  orderly,  he  handed     ,:  i 

a  su^au  who  appeared  at  the  ,loor,  and  in  a  tew  mo.ne.Us  was  welcon,ed  by  t  e 
.     .■.d^.mseU.  .     a  mansion  destined  ever  after  to  be  bn.ed  alnj;;:  ' i  hi 

1  thev        "''^V'""^  •'^'•'•""■■^il  foops  were  virtually  essential  to  Washington 
and    hey  were  only  to  be  obtaine.l  from  the  northern  army      While  ^\•  ,sh  ,t       i 

arm),  had    achieved    one   of  the  signal   victories  which  h  ,d  taken   „1  „■. 

we       e    he  case  with  the  comman.Iing  officer-the  idol  of  the  north    and  of 
Ne.  Kngland  especiallv.     To  oflend  Hates  personally  was  a  sn,all  tnaUe;,  b^!  to 
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offend  llie  northern  col 


(inifs,  just  tlu'i 


issatisricil  with  \V;ishin;;ton,  would  have 


been  a  very   serious  affair,  l)'.it  tiie  latter  was  in  jiressing  need  of  a  part  of  the 


r  (kite 


army  inuler 
tiie   same    time 


s.      As  iiis  superior  otiiier  lie  had  a  r 


this 


is  |)recisely   what   he  wis 


ight  to  conimanil,  and  at 
iieil  to  avoid.      Hamilton  was, 


tiierefore,  elected  to  obtain  the  tr<ioi)S  without  using,  excepting  in  the  last  lesorl, 


le   imperative  authority   wiii(  ii   he  carried   in   ins  pockel.      Washington  al  tl 


til 

lime  had  suffered  a  series  of  defeats  on  the  Delaware,  ni 

( 


US 


Kort  Miftl 


111  and  at 


ermantown.     Gates  swelling  with  importance  over  the  surrender  of  Jhirgoyne, 


believed    himself  the   superior  of  Washington 


H( 


lislelied  willi  colil])laceiicy 


if  not  with  pride,  to  the  counsel  of  the  |)owerful  Coiiwa)  C'aiial  which  ])roposed 


the  removal  of  Washington  and  the  elevati 


if  dates  as  Commander  in  ( 'hief 


.f  th 


in  An 


ILimillon's  missiiHi  to  Ciates,  under  all  these  circiin 


stances,  was  indeed  difticult  and  delicate.  I'lder  the  direction  of  Washington, 
he  visited  Sclunlcr  to  obtain  his  advice  and  counsel  in  jierformiiig  it.  Their 
consultation  was  hmg,  close  and  confidential — one  of  the  many  whicli  had  taken 
))lace  in  the  man-  n  that  had  determined  the  ])olicy  of  campaigns  and  the  plan 
of  battles.  It  was  al  this  time  that  Hamillon  first  met  l''Ji/alielh  Schuyler,  who, 
next  to  'I'heodusia  liiiir.  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  accomplished  of 
American  women.  She  was  then  in  her  Iwenlieth  year,  had  been  carefully  edu- 
cated, and  had  received  an  intellectual  training  which  prepared  her  for  the  ex- 
alted slaliun  she  was  destined  to  occupy  in  her  ttitiire  lile.  .As  the  daughter  of 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  eminent  men  in  the  slate,  giacefiil  and  fascinating 
in  her  nianner,  beautiful  in  form  and  features,  she  had  atliacled  man)'  admirers, 
and  her  hand  had  been  sought  by  suitors  of  rank,  fortune  and  many  rare  per- 
sonal emlowmeiits.  The  imiiression  she  made  on  the  mind  of  Hamilton  at  their 
fust  meeting  was  dre|)  and  sincere.  That  I'di/abeih  Schuyler  should  have 
greatly  admired  the  young,  gallant  and  gifted  snidier  is  rendered  certain  by  the 
results  of  the  future. 

"  Ila  ing  obtained  the  advice  of  Sihiiyler,  Ilauiilton  made  liisuav  to  the 
camp  of  Ciaies  at  Saratoga.  With  the  most  careful  management- -the  maiiage- 
nient  of  an  accomjilished  diplomatist — he  succeeded  in  his  mission,  and  Wash- 
ington was  reinforced  from  the  army  of  dates.  On  his  return,  lie  again  visited 
the  .Si  hiiyler  mansion — this  lime  not  to  consult  with  the  father,  but  to  woo  the 
daughter.  In  the  following  spring  the  ac.(|uaintance  thus  began  rijiened  into  an 
engagement;  and  on  I)ecember  14th,  17X0,  the  marriage  of  .Mexander  Hamil- 
ton with  l''.li/abelh  Schuyler  was  one  of  the  im|)(irl.int  events  in  the  meniurable 
history  of  the  old  .Schuyler  mansion." 

-Mexander  Hamilton  was  born  on  the  iilh  of  January.  1757.  bi  the  Isl.nid  of 
Nevis,  West  Indies.  "  His  father  was  James  Hamilton,  fdurlli  son  of  .Alixander 
Haniiltiui,  of  Cirangc  and  Kambiis- Keith,  one  of  the  oldest  of  tlu  cadet 
branches  of  the  Scotch  family  of  that  name.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  a 
I'reneh  Huguenot  named  l-'aucette.  The  only  surviving  chihl  of  his  parents,  his 
abilities  attracted  the  notice  of  Mr.  Cruger  and  some  generous  friends,  who  sent 
him  to  this  country   to  improve  his  education,  and  leaving  the  West  Indies  he 
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laiule.!  in  Boston  in  October.  ,773,  wlu-n  he  was  liCeen  ye.is  of  age.  He  „ro- 
cee,le,  to  Nevv  \o,k  and  soon  enlerc.l  a  s,  hool  at  Kli/.abethtoun,  wi.ere  l,e  re- 
n,,.,ne.  about  a  year,  preparing  i,imself  lor  college,  and  in  the  winter  of  .  774 
entered  kings,  now  Coiiirniiia  College. 

•'  Hefore  he  could  complete  h,s  Collegiate  course  the  troubles  preceding  the 
Revolutu.n   began,  and  though  only  seventeen  years  of  age.  he  look  an  active 
part  on   the  si.le  of  the  opposition  to  the  Crown  bv  pamphlets  and  speeches  to 
prepare  the   Colonies   for  open  an.l  arn,ed  res.stan.e.      He  began  by  stu.lv  and 
drdl   to   qnabty   hnnself  as  a  soldier  for  the  conlhct,  an.l  on  the  ,st  of  March 
1776,  he  was  appon.led  Capian,  of  a  New  Vork  Company  ui   Provincial   \r.,l' 
ery      In  con.,naud  of  this  con,pany  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Long  Island 
^\  hite  1  kuns    i  renton.  I-nnceton.  and  the  crossing  of  the  Raritan,  unt.l  .March 
ist,  .777,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  I.ieutenant-Colonel  and   Aide-cie- 
camp  on   the  staff  of  (ieneral  Washington.     He  served  in   that  capacty  unt  I 
tl.e  month  of  February.  :78r,  w!,en  he  resignet!  the  position  '        >       " 

'■  n:s  connection  with  the  Arn.y  of  the  Revolution  was  not  .  losed  however 
as  he  retanjed  h,s  conmiission,  an.l  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  light  infantry' 
wuh   h,s  o,,l   ,r,end  Nicholas  F,sh  as  Major,  carried  at  the  point  o.'the  ba  onll 

October'  ;:;V"""""'  ""  ^''  '"  '"""'  "'"''"^  "  '■'"■'''"•"•  ""  "'^'  '-^'l'  "f 
"The   surrender   of   Cornwallis    virtually    ended  the  tnihtary  .struggle    and 
Colonel  Hamdton.  when  all  chance  of  further  conHict  was  over,  res  g',  d   ,  is 
commission  an.l  commenced  the  practice  .,f  Inv 

en.l.     In    i,,;8     when   the  c.ui.luct  of  France  dr.ne  the    Unite.l  States  to  the 
verge   o     hostiluy.   both    by   sea    and  land,  a  large  army  was  a.ith..riedw. 
A\nsh,iigton  as  General-in-Chief.      .As  one  of  his  coiulitions.  Mr.  Hamilt.  n  w 
ap,.on,te,l  second  ,n  command  as  Inspecor-Ceneral  ;   another  of  \Va^,    !  .     ' 
condit,.,ns  being  that   be  shoul.l   not   take  o,n,maiul  pers.uuillv  nin.l    ,    C 
-s  called  int.,  the  liehl.      Upon  General  Hamilton  fell  the  mani  .luty  a.   laZ 
;-r  o.-ganuing  this  arn.y.  a  .luty  which  he  per^.rine.l  with  his  usual  ia^  1 

1  geiice.      Upon  U'ashington's  .leath,  in    ,7,,.  General   Hamilton  sii^e  Id 
o  the  chie.  .-ommand;   but  the  .liffi.uhy   wi,h  France  being  settled  amicabv 
the  army  was  soon  after  .lisbanded."  aniitaijl) . 

His  essays  with  those  of  Jay  an.l   Ma.lison,  pnblishe.i   uiuler  the  title  .,f  The 
K   era   s,,  ,n  support  of  the  Constitution,  contribnte.l  verv  es.sentialU  ,     ni 
t     opu  a,  ;   and  as  a  tnember  of  the  New  York  Convention  he  sustaine.l  it        h 

^d  ^Lrirmt     "  ^T"'°"  ^"'""^  '°  ^  '''-''  -"'-  "  ^'>'  '-'--'  '- 
No    h  .i    >r  T.  •"'""  '"  "'^  '■"'"^'■'■^^  ""  ''-•'•  "f  --•  '•'•  tl>e 

^^    t     t     :;:    "  "^"^;   V^-^ -•  ^  -ek.      I.,.blic  ..usmess  so  nile.l  up  M 
UaSing  •■  ""^'"""'   '"  ''"   '""^''   '""  '-  ^""bing  an.l   writing  wh,le 

I'-    .7S.>,  he  was  calle.l   by  Washington.  ,0  a  seat   in  his  cabinet  as  Secretary 
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of  the  Treasury  ;  the  success  of  his  fumling  and  hanking  system,  gained  him 
tlie  reputation  of  the  greatest  financier  of  tiie  age. 

(1.  \V.  1*.  Custis  recalls  a  reminiscence  of  Hamilton  ;  "It  was  at  the  presi- 
dential mansion  ;  the  ex-Secretary  of  the  Treasury  came  into  tiic  room  where 
several  gentlemen  of  the  president's  family  were  sitting,  (ilancing  his  eye  upon 
a  small  book  that  lay  upon  the  table,  he  took  it  up  and  observes  ;  '  Ah,  this  is 
the  constitution.  Now,  mark  my  words.  So  long  as  we  are  a  young  and  virtu- 
ous people,  this  instrument  will  bind  us  together  in  mutual  welfare,  and  mutual 
happiness;  but  when  we  become  old  and  corrupt,  it  will  bind  us  no  longer.' 

"The  military  nature  and  adilress  of  (leneral  Hamilton,  occasioned  the 
greatest  envy  and  confusion  to  his  political  enenues,  after  ])arties  were  organized 
in  the  country.  Hardly  one  of  the  men,  who  set  upon  Hamilton,  to  worry  and 
destroy  him,  had  ever  borne  arms.  Neither  Jefferson  nor  Ma<lison  liad  been  in 
the  physical  conllict  of  the  revolution,  though  they  were  both  in  the  country 
throughout  the  war.  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  in  the  army,  but  in  a  very  minor 
and  unimportant  situation.  Humiliated  in  an  allempt  to  overthrow  Hamilton, 
while  the  government  was  at  Philadelphia,  Moiuue  intimated  that  lie  wimlil  ac- 
cept a  challenge  from  Hauiilton  to  fight.  Indeed  the  duel  had  been  designed 
for  fifteen  years,  as  the  method  to  get  riii  of  Hamilton. 

"  Mr.  Burr  was  employed  at  the  time  1  have  mentioned,  in  conjunction  with 
Monroe,  to  manage  the  preliminaries  and  bring  Hamilton  to  bay,  but  fur  many 
years  Hamilton  rather  conciliated  15urr  anil  out-manceuvred  him.  At  last,  1 1am- 
ilton  felt  that  this  mortified  man  intended  to  kill  him.  With  what  di.sgust  and 
horror  can  we  now  contem])late  the  toleration  of  an  institution  like  duelling, 
which  carried  off  a  mind  like  Hamilton's,  at  the  demand  of  a  sliysier,  whose 
public  and  six  iai  career  were  already  finished.  Burr,  though  not  one  of  the 
fomeiilers  of  the  .American  Revolution,  had  been  one  of  its  offii  ers,  and  every 
opportunity  which  Hamilton  improved  Burr  had  possessed  in  an  equal  degree. 
He,  like  Hamilton,  had  been  awhile  on  the  staff  of  Washington  ;  he.  like  Ham- 
ilton, had  the  benefit  of  the  society  of  the  S(  huyler  family,  in  his  early  military 
days,  but  he  made  no  hoiuirable  inii)ression  there,  liurr,  for  no  jniblic  services 
whatever,  except  as  one  of  the  earliest  heroes  of  the  .Albany  lobby,  was  sent  to 
Philadelphia  as  United  .Stales  Senator,  and  when  Hamilton  lost  his  jiolitical 
power,  Mr.  Burr  reai  lied  the  second  station  in  the  country.  Yet,  in  the  lapse 
of  days,  how  insignificant  ap])ears  the  effigy  of  Burr  beside  this  symmetrical, 
almost  girlish  engine  of  thought,  intercourse  and  ])ublic  science. 

"  When  Hamilton  had  been  laiil  in  the  grave  a  third  of  a  century,  that  con- 
si)i('uoiis  Democrat,  Thomas  lienton,  exclaimed  upon  the  passing  occasion  of  the 
death  of  ;\aron  Burr:  '  His  i)hantom  will  not  remain  under  the  pen.  At  the 
appearance  of  that  name  the  spirit  of  Hamilton  starts  up  to  rebuke  the  intrusion 
— to  drive  back  the  foul  ajiparition  to  its  gloomy  abode,  and  to  concenlrate  all 
generous  feeling  on  itself.  Hard  was  the  fate  of  Hamilton,  losing  his  life  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-seven,  after  having  accomplished  gigantic  works.  He  was  the 
man   most  eminently  and  variously  endowed  of  all  the  eminent  men  of  his  day. 
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Hani  his  fate,  when  with.Irawing  from  pul.lic  hfe  at  the  a,^e  .,f  forty-four  he 
felt  hunsd.  constrained  to  appeal  to  posterity  fur  that  justice  wh.ch  eontenipo- 
raries  wiihlielil  from  him  I  '  "  ' 

It   was  across   the  extensive  gronn.ls  of  his  residence,  "The  (iranue  -   on 
Harlem  Heights,  that  the  renowned  owner  walke.l  to  the  river,  which  he  crossed 
to  l,,ht  ins  la.al  duel  with  Aaron  Hum     They  met  at  Weehawkcn  on  the  ,  „h 
ul  July,  .,So4.      Hamilton  f.red  his  pistol  in  the  air.      llurr  took  deldurak.  ann 
an.    gave  his  aniagoi.ist  a  mortal  wound.      In  his  last  nmmeii.s  Hanulton  sai.i  ■ 
Due  ling  was  al..,ys  against  my  principles.      I   used  every  expedient  to  avoid 
he  interview,  but  I  have  foun.l  for  some  time  past  that  mv  lite  must  he  exposed 
to  that   man.      I  went   to  the   field  .ielermiiied  not  to  take  his  life  "     I„  the 
'   /enilh  ot  his  pnme  and  nn.sellishne.ss,"  he  ,lied  the  following  ,h,y,  ;,,,cd  forlv 
seven.      .As  soon   as  the  news  of  his  death  reached  General  Schuyler  at  .Alhany 
he  wrote  the  follownig  unpublished  letter  to  his  dau..hter :  ^' 


"  Mv  DiAKLV  n,.:,...vi.:i,  .^„  I .,.,  kkssli.  ,  „„  „.       "  "  ""''  '''"'''•  ■'"'>•  '"''•  "°^' 
"  The  lomixst  of  ,|u.  I,„r,l  l,as  l.c.U,.,.  severely  „,.„„  u„  i„  ,1,.  i„eM„v     il  I      ■   I        , 

I.  me  U    tl.c   l„v,   „l  n„e    M,   .le.„ly,  so  leiulerly  l,el„ve,l,  lei    „,  a,l,l,vs,  li.e  tl,n,ne  ,  f  „ 
alleviale  ,„„•  .nniie.,,,,,  a,„l  ,,„ur  the  .«l,n  .,f  eoinfo,,  i.uo  ,„„.  u„„     Li  'l'  "  '" 

"'"'  '">■'-■  ""  '-- -  '—'-  .l.a.  what  .he  divine  »  i .,,.„  IT      „,  .   '       "  "'r'V 

cannot  cit;  ami.  although.  ,ve  shortsi.-h.e.I  n.oi.aK  e.uu,..,    inve,:,,  ';,"''' 

;:;;:;■::;::';:•::;::,;':;■■::-;::"- '7f'™--':i^™:'::; 

"■ '-' '- -  "-;;;;;:•;:  ^-t.  irn;;,:™:::;;;:;;:;";:::::: ' '  •' 

"  I  am  most  leinlerly  .in.l  .nlVeeliunakly 

"  tl>c  |>aient,  who  feels  for  a  viituous  an.l  IhIovc.I  rl,il,l, 
"To  Mrs.  Hamilton,  New  York."  "  ''""  "'  ^'  '"'  "•"■ 


ncr  ])Lrson  .    it  contaiiiec    the    ast  Ipitcr  n-rltt,.,,   i      i        i      ,        ,  ' 

'"-•ning  of  the  fatal  day       V      |  e        V  "''  "        '"  '"■''  "'  "" 
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view,  lit'  siiys  :  "  She  w.is  ilicii  in  the  uiiict)  sfcoiul  yt-ar  of  her  age,  ami  sliowiiig 
few  syniptuiiis  in  ix'ison  or  nniul,  of  txireine  longevity.  'I'lie  sunny  cheerfnl- 
nt'ss  of  )icr  temper  ami  (luiet  liunior,  wliiili  siietl  their  Messed  inlhientes  around 
her  .dl  liirongh  life,  still  made  her  deportment  genial  and  attractive.  Her 
memoiy,  f.iithful  tu  tlie  myri.id  impressions  of  her  long  and  eventful  e.xperience 
was  ever  re.idy  with  its  v.uious  reminiscences  to  give  a  i)e(-nliar  (harm  to  her 
conversation  on  subjects  of  the  buriid  past.     .Siie  was  the  last  living  belle  of  the 
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Revolntiiin,  and  possibly  the  last  sur\ivor  of  llie  notal)le  women  who  gave  a 
charm  tu  the  Republican  Court  at  New  \ork  and  l^hiladelphia  during  Washing- 
ton's administration.  A\'hen  I  revealed  to  Mrs.  llamilion  the  object  of  my  visit, 
her  dark  eyes  gleamed  with  i)leasurable  emotion.  She  seated  herself  in  an  easy 
chair  near  me  and  we  talkeii  without  ceasing  upon  the  interesting  theme  until  in- 
vited by  her  daughter  to  the  tea  table  at  eight  o'cU)ck  ;  where  we  were  juincd  by 
a  French  lady,  eight  or  ten  years  tlie  junior  of  Madame  Hamilton.  '  I  liave  lately 
visited  Judge  Ford  at  Morristown,'  I  remarked.  '  Judge  Ford,  Judge  I'ord,'  she 
repeated,  musingly.  'Oh,  I  remember  now.  1  le  (ailed  upon  me  a  few  years  ago 
and  brought  to  my  recollection  many  little  events  which  occurred  while  I  was  at 
Morristown  with  my  father  and  mother  during  the  war  and  which  I  had  forgot- 
ten. I  remember  him  as  a  bright  boy,  imich  thought  of  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  who 
was  then  Washington's  secretary.  He  brought  to  mama  and  me  from  Mrs. 
Washington,  an  invitation  to  headipiarters  soon  after  our  arrival  at  Morristown 
in  1780.'  'Had  you  ever  seen  Mrs.  AVashington  before?'  I  encpiired. 
'Never,'    slie  said,    'never;  '    she  receiveil  us  so  kindly,    kissing  us  both,   for 
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the  general  an,    ,,.,,...  were  very  u.un.  IrKn.ls.     She  wus  then  nearly  nf.y  years 
o  ^  l>.a  .as  suil   lKuuKso„,e.     She  .as  ,uite  short  ;  a  plnn,,.  Hule  won     , 
.lark   l.rown  eyes,  her  ha,r  a  little  frosty,  and  very  plainly  dressed  for  sue), 

,f    a  arge  wh.te  neckerchief,  a  neat  cap  and  her  plain  gol.I  we. ,r  ring  which 

she  had  worn  for  more  than  twenty  years       Her  .'rices  owl  -  l„    ..   i 
|.,,l,,„,i  ,„.      u,  ,  ^  ;tais.      iicr  graces  an. I  (hccrhil  manner  <e- 

ynu\  us      She  was  always  n,y  ..leal  of  a  trn..  w.anan.      llcr  ihonghts  were  then 
"-.h  on  the  p.,or  sul.i.ers  who  ha.l  snlTere.i  .lur.ng  the  dreadlnl  wmter      n 
xpresse.1  her  joy  at  the  approa.  h  of  a  n.lder  springtin.e.'     •  VN'.re  yon  ,       | 
-.l,p,ar.ers  atterward  ?  '  I  enquired.     '  Only  a  short  time  the  next  u  n  , 

"  orcsuMK.    v,s,t.-   she  replied.     -We   wen.  to   NVw  \Vn,.lsor  after  ve  we  e 
-n-d     an,    there  a   few  weeks  afterwar.l    Mr.    ,hnn,hon    left   the  ™ " 
|-     -y  tamdy^      I  .mule  n,y  hon,e  with   n.y  p.ncn.s  at  Albany,  w  L'       h  s 
1    .ema,ne,l   „,   the  arn.y  unt.l  after  the  su,ren,ler  of  CornwLlhs.        I'Z 
.  .  Uash  ngton  at  hea,l,,uarters  at  Newl.nrgh.  on  her  invitation,  in  the  sun,  m. 
7   ..win..   I   retnen,  er  she  ha,i  a  heantiAd  .lower  gar.ien     lante.l  an. 

•Is  ^  '",'  •""""  ''  ^^"''''■^•^'  ^  '^'"«"-"  «<•  Madan.e  Lafayette. 

"'>'.   u,,s   .M,.    llamdton's   warm  friend.      We  >en,ained  the.e  sever  d  .l.vs  and 
-re  wunesses  o    the  excellent  .lisciphne  of  ti,e  French  troops.      '       re  w        w 

e  'iiirz^"';-""'^-  'T:  "^'■"'"  ''"y'"  "■"-'  ^  -  ^-  -■" 

iiie  uiiiis  before.     .sl,e  ,eei„„i  ,„  |„  .,  ,„„  „,  ,  ,  , 

>  a|.la,„  .Molly,  a,„l  f„r  .1, ,„  «1,,  f,„„„,„  .  ■'  ,  „t .  "      ™    "  ,,,„,"  '"'  "' 

- ».» i;  .;;;;.;;;;;:;;■  ;::;r:;;z;::.;;'i;r  't:,;::7  "',;'"o='"" 

her  couratre    "ivp  licr  .k»  ■    ■         .  "-t,.oo.      J  nc  i.eneial  .idiuinnK 

""'afcc,  j,a\e  iitr  the  ..■oinniissiiin  of  a  sopfein.    ■uwl  ,»,  i,:  , 

h.'r.i.m„  „..,.  .,i..„..i        .,      ,.        ..  ' ''*^'-'"-"'f'  an.l  on  his  reconinien.  ation 


"  „a,„e  „,„„|„e,l  „„  ,i,.  &,  ofl.alf  ,  ,■     „       'V'       °"  '"  ™»"™™.la"<., 
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SDiut-'tiiiR's  i);i!is  along  llic  I'lciu  li  lint's  vvlu-n  (ni  |i,ir,ule  and  get  her  iial  nearly 
tilk<l  Willi  ( iiivvns.'  •  Vnii  niusl  luive  si'eii  anil  lie<(iine  .u  iiuainted  willi  very  many 
of  the  nil  si  ilislingiiislieil  men  and  women  in  Anierua,  and  also  einiiienl  tor- 
figners,  winle  your  inisband  was  in  W'aslnngloii's  taliincl,'  1  reni.iikfd.  •  l_)li, 
yes,'  she  replied,  •  1  hid  lillle  of  [jnv.iie  lift.'  in  those  days.  Mis.  \\'ashiiif;lon, 
who,  like  myself,  had  a  passioiiale  love  of  home  and  donieslie  life,  <ilteii  (  uiii 
plained  of  ihe  "  waste  of  time  "  she  «as  <:ompelled  lo  endure.  '•  They  call  me 
the  liisl  lady  in  the  land,  and  i  ihink  1  miisi  he  extremely  happy,"  she  would 
say  almost  hitterly  at  times,  ami  add,  '• 'I'lu)  might  more  piojierly  rail  me  tlie 
thief  slate  prisoner."  As  I  wa.s  younger  than  she  I  mingled  more  in  llie 
gayelies  of  the  day.  I  was  fond  of  dancing  and  usually  attended  the  piihlu; 
halls  lliat  were  given.  1  was  at  the  inauguration  hall — the  inoNi  Imlliant  ol  iliem 
all — which  was  gi\eii  early  in  May  at  the  assemhly  rooms  on  llroadway,  alio\e 
Wall  street.  It  was  attended  by  the  rre>iileiil  and  Nice  I'leiideni,  the  caliinit 
oflic  ers,  a  majority  of  the  memhers  (jf  the  Congress,  the  i'lench  and  .Spanish 
Ministers,  .ind  milil.iry  and  civic  oflh  eis,  with  their  wives  and  daughters.  .Mrs. 
Washington  h.id  not  yet  arrived  in  New  Wiik  Iroin  Mount  Wtiioii,  and  ilid  not 
until  Ihne  weeks  later.  On  that  ocf.ision  every  woman  who  ,ittei;ded  the  hall 
was  presented  with  a  t\\n  piep.ned  in  I'.nis,  wiili  ivory  frame,  and  when  opened 
dispKiyeil  a  likeness  of  W.ishingtoii  in  piuhle.'  '  Were  \oii  often  at  halls  which 
Washington  atleiided?'  1  eni|iiirecl.  '  l''rei|nenily.'  '  1  )id  he  usually  dance  on 
such  occasions?  '  '  I  never  s,iw  W.ishington  daiKc,'  she  replied,  '  he  would  al- 
ways choose  a  partner  and  walk  through  the  ligiiris  correctly,  but  he  never 
daia:ed.  Ilis  l.ivurUe  was  the  minuet,  a  slnw,  gr.iceful  d.nice,  suited  to  his 
dignity  and  gravity,  and  now  liiile  known,  1  helie\i'.'  '  .Mrs.  Washington's  lecep- 
tioiis  were  very  brilliant,  were  they  not?'  1  askeil.  •  Hiillhinl  so  lar  as  heaiiiy, 
fashion,  and  soci.il  disiinctioii,'  she  replied.  '  Oiherwise  lliey  were  very  pi, nn 
and  entirely  nnostenlalioiis.'  '  l)id  yon  usually  aliend  them?'  1  a-.ked.  '  Kre- 
qnently  ;  1  remember  a  very  exciting  scene  in  one  of  her  earlier  receptions. 
Ostrich  pinnies  waving  high  (jver  the  head  fdinied  a  part  of  llie  evening  head- 
dress of  a  f.ishionable  belle  of  that  lime.  .Miss  .Mid'.vers,  sister  of  .Mrs.  l'',dwar<l 
Livingston,  who  was  present,  had  pinnies  nnusually  high.  The  ceiling  of  the 
drawiiiL;  ruuiii  of  ilif  I'lesidenl's  house  near  Franklin  .Sipiare,  w.is  rather  low, 
and  Miss  .M(  levers'  pluines  were  ignited  by  the  ll.iine  of  ihe  chandelier.  Major 
Jackson, Washington's  aide-de-camp  sprang  to  the  rescue  of  the  \oung  lady,  and 
extinguished  the  lire  by  smothering  it  with  his  hands.'  '  \dn  saw  many  dis- 
tinguished French  people,  refugees  from  the  tempest  of  the  Revolution  in 
France,  did  yon  not?'  '  \'ery  many.  New  \'ork  bei  ame  much  iMenchified  in 
speech  ami  manners.  Mr.  Hamilton  spoke  French  llnenlly,  and  as  we  did  not 
syin[)alhi/.e  with  the  revolutionists  who  drove  the  exiles  from  their  homes,  he 
was  a  favorite  w-ith  many  of  the  cultivated  "emigres."  .Among  them  was 
'I'alleyrand,  a  strange  creature,  who  stayed  in  America  nearly  two  years.  Ik- 
was  notoriously  misshapen,  lame  in  one  foot,  his  manners  far  from  elegant,  the 
tone  of  his  voice  was  disagreeable  and  in  dress  he  was  slovenly.     Mr.  Hamilton 
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sa«r  n„.rh  of  l,in,.  n,„l  winle  h.  a.in.ire.I  the  shrewd  .liploma.  for  his  ,rcat  u- 
sue  ,  e      In    l,e  s,n  mur  „t   .  7,4.  he  spen,  st-venu  .lays  wuh  us  at  The  (Jran.e 

l"n  '^^^^^-l>'"«'""  <"  ret.ru  from  ofrice.     They  canH-  to  this  .o.Mmt 

h  n  t  0  ,nan,u.s  .as  n,  an  Austrian  prison  and  his  wife  and  daughters  ,h    ly 

•a.ayette  s  heluved  fr,cnd.     The  President  and  Mrs.  Washington  would  ,1  uliv 
■ave  re..e,v..d  then,  into  their  l^n.ily.  hut  sta,e  policy  forbade  it  at  th       ■    i' a 

Mgth  he  and  h,s  tun.r  wen,  to  I'lnladelplna  ;   live.l  quiellv  at  private  lod  -'inu 
.when   the  renred   President  and   ins   ^unily  left  the  s.;,t  o    ( ..veruJi     £ 

Monn,  \ernon.  the  tutor  and  p, a.  eompan.ed  then,.      When  the  yo    "n 

and    ins  father  were  in  tins  co.nUry  twenty  odd  yens  •„.,  ,1,. 
.;^.cd.,...rt,,en.ar,pns,o.d^,r.H:nnton^::a,:^^^^ 

Kli^uhed,  Hamilton  departed  this  life  November  „h,  ,S54.a..ed  ninelv  seven 
n,.r  reman,s  he  s,de  by  s,de  wnh  those  of  her  husl«nd  nnVnnty;';:,;-  ,;;:';: 

The  following  letters  have  never  appeare.l  in  prim. 


Mv  m;ak  Sui  : 

■•  \-l  fnr  any  iiiliuisic  v.ilne  ilic  ilii,, 


"MolNT  VkKNux,  AuK.Ht  JIM,  179-. 


:^:;:::,;J:::;::;:,;:;[:S:-r'''--:^^ 

win.h    M-.  Wa.l,in«   ,„  j^         ,;        ;,   "    r-''„    '    '"■'f  >,-    '"  L-en.    ,„y  I,,.,   w.,,.,.  i,. 


"  To 

'•('ill.  A.   II.VMn.TOV, 

"  .N't'w  \urk.' 


"  .Sincere  frieii.l, 

"and  alieelioii.Ue  lumilile  s.-vaiit, 

"  (iiMi.  \\  .\vniM;ri.N. 


"  Mv  iii:\Ki  v  iu;iovi.;n  (/nnn.-  "  •^'"■^^■*'  •'^■'tni.j.u-,  Dccen.her  7tli.  i;,)^. 

"  •  '--^  -,  iuen  .0  y •  I.!:^         .^     J:^^^:^^ '"  '^'^'T  '"^  "'"' ^• 

which    is  a  K..o,l  „„..;    1    hue  -.Ko  „|V  I-«,sschanu-tc,  .,f  Charles  M,„„„. 

>..na  a.,  .o  „.  that  ]:.  z:!;-":::  ;:;;;.;;:::;„;;.."""'"  "^  ^-'-'^  --'-  •••  -- 

■ne.  ye,  the  c' „s..,a,ion  ,1  ,  n.         ^   ':;";'  ^"";""«"  "'">■  '"-'-  "'■"■  )-  '>  i'-'f..!  - 

•science  will  fully  con,,,en  J,e"ne  """"  "'^''   >-°"  "-^^  ^"■"""  >'-■  "-"1  -'.  -elul 

"V.uubnnherllamillnn  has  selcclcl   well   r„rv.M,       \t,\.MI       • 
vnlue  Ml  every  shape,  and  I  an,  iie,s„„|.,l  ,i    ,        '       „  -^'I'l'-""  s  works  ten, I  to  inculcate 

proht.  '"""■"'^''  "'•"  >""  »•'"  '■^'l  hi"'  « ith  attention,  plca.sure.  an.l 
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.1  (ioixiin.it  (IF  WASH,   (irox 


'•  'I'.ik''  fvuiy  ii|iimitimily  nf  ccnvcr-iiij;  in  I'lviu  li,  Voiir  sister  C'luiicli  find  your  nieces 
spcaU  it  wrll  and  I  instruct  ymi  to  ii^c  tliit  lanj;u.i^c  in  all  yinir  intcrcoiir-c  willi  tlicni,  when 
pcisiins  arc  not  procnl  ulio  dti  nut  nndcolaml  it. 

'•  I  dare  say  ymi  arc  very  altcniive  w  all  your  relation^,  and  that  yim  lrc>|ULiitly  vi-.it  your 
si>tcis  Hamilton  and  Morton — make  our  love  to  them. 

"  l''Mc|iiirc  constantly  about  your  ncpliews  on  Staten  Island,  write  tlicm  and  assure  tlicm  of  a 
visit  from  their  (Irandmama  and  nic, — I  hope  next  month. 

'•  S  our  Mama  unites  with  me  in  lo\e  to  you  and  all  our  dear  cliildren, 

"(iod  bless  you  my  amiable  ami  beloved  child, 

"  Yours,  most  affectionately, 
"To  "  I'H.  ScllUYI.liR. 

"  .Miss  (.'Aiii.vKiNi  \'.  R.  Sriii  VI  i:k. 

".It  John  1!.  Church's,  l'.sc|. 
"  Broadway,  New  \  ork." 

"  At. liANY  January,  loth,  iSoo. 
"  My  1)K.\ki  V  iiii.ovi;i>  Ciiii  n; 

"Your  very  agreeable  favor  of  the  l^t  insl.,  1  had  the  i^lcasurc  to  receive  yesterday.  \'our 
I>ear  Mama  unites  with  me  in  reciprocating  the  wishes  of  you  and  all  (jur  dear  cliildren  Inr  a 
ccjiitinuance  of  health  and  every  hapi>ine.ss  that  the  divine  beiii};  can  disperse,  and  which  he 
will  bestow  upon  the  virtuous.  I  wish  we  had  been  at  New  \ Hrk.  Mr.  Morris's  oraliun  (on 
the  death  of  WashiiiKlon)  would  have  alTorded  us  pleasure,  but  tlie  f;reate>t  would  have  been 
that  of  bcin^;  with  children  so  dear  to  us. 

"  If  the  President  (John  Adams)  does  not  nominate  Cen.  Hamilton  to  l.c  I.ieut.  (ieneral,  it 
will  evince  a  want  of  prudence  and  jiropriety,  which  may  ullimalcly  be  injurious  to  him  ;  for 
I  am  |iersuaded  that  the  va^l  iii.ijorily  (if  tlic  .\merican  community  expect  that  the  aiipointmeiit 
will  be  conferred  on  the  Licneral.  I  lony  to  hear  from  him  and  also  from  Mr.  Church  ;  but 
believe  their  not  writinj;  is  to  be  imputed  to  an  expectation  that  I  should  before  this  have  been 
in  New  York,  as  in  fact  I  should  if  there  had  been  snow  to  convey  us. 

"The  many  civilities  which  Mrs.  Morris  in  more  happy  days  conferred  on  me,  entitles  her 
to  my  sincere  syinjiatliy ;  and  it  is  a  consolation  to  learn  that  she  supports  her  disasters  with  so 
much  fortitude,  and  that  her  dauj;hter's  conduct  rellects  .so  much  credit  on  her.  Your  observa- 
tions, my  dear  child,  on  the  behaviour  of  these  persons,  evinces  the  goodness  of  your  heart, 
and  the  eorrectiK-.s  of  your  judgment.  To  feel  for  the  misfortunes  of  others  with  .sensibility, 
although  it  creates  a  ]iain,  it  is  a  ]>aiii  accompanied  w  ith  the  conscious  pleasure,  of  a  duty  to 
huuianity. 

"  Yesteiday,  there  was  an  I'.ligible  ]Moccs-.iipn  in  honor  of  tlic  good  deceased  (Ieneral 
(Washington).  .\n  oration  was  delivered  by  .Mr.  Uean,  which,  fiom  as  much  as  I  could  hear 
of  it,  did  credit  to  the  speaker.      It  will  probably  be  published. 

"  .Mthough  I  apprehend  thai  you  do  not  pursue  your  stmlies  as  nuuli  as  I  would  wish,  yet  1 
am  most  fully  jiersuaded  lliat  the  neglect  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  you  ;  but  that  you  are 
restrained  by  thosr  necessary  attentions  to  others  wliiili  i-.nmot  in  your  situation  be  dispensed 
wilh,  but  even  in  these  you  acipiire  valu.ible  beiulils,  from  ihe  conversalion  of  your  brolliers 
and  sisters,  and  perhaps  from  a  few  olln  is. 

"  rmbrace  all  our  dear  children  and  grand,  hildren  for  us;  they  all  ]Milicipale  with  you  in 
our  love  and  best  wishes. 

"  .Vdii'U  my  honorable  and  beloved  child,  may  indulgiiil  Heaven  pour  ils  choicest  blessings 
en  voii  .uid  all  who  are  ilear  to  us. 


To 


Miss  C.Mll AuiNi  \'.  K,  Si  IH■^■l.l:K. 

"at  John  li.  (  hunh's,  F.si|, 
"  liioadwav.  New  N'ork." 


I  .1111  ever  yours  niost 

"    .Mieclionately, 

"  I'll.  Si  lll'YI.l.R. 


i        It 


(jiiijint'fi'iiii-tOBiiBHini  [  iri « -*^:*^^»^^  W-  ?  j,// ^:fc.-.^ 


.H.i:X.t.\/)i:h'   llAMILTOX  o..- 

you  a  iMK.  to  ,.11  y.,„  ,1,,,.  1  an.  well  a,„i  ,|ku  ,o  ,h,y  ,l,e  hcriuL.  oftlu  ,  '' 

I  fear  ,1,.  ,.,ui.,„.c.v.io„s  ,„v  s,ro„,.|v  i.nin  ,  „  •  ^  '"  •"  '•""•-^'  ''^■«^"'- 

...>>..f  wi,.-  .in,,i„« ,.,,  ,He,K.--.,„  J  ...„.i;  .r;;:! '  :'::;!V;;r,:;  ;,::r^  ■ ^'  - "^ 

i^  .1.0  ,...  a,ul  a  ve^  ,.^ ^:l:^r''"'  '"'''''  '"  ''''  ^-"  ^'^^^  '-'>■  »""  '-•     She 

..  -po  "  -^''''  ".  "ly  i:ii/a, 

"Mks.  IlAMii.roN-,  "A.  M.wiJii.iN. 

"  Xew  Voik.'' 

(The  Le  Gueu  ca.e  was  fan.ous.  Ha.nil.on  won  ,,  l.y  U.  ,„aMe,ly  clo,ucnce.) 

"  AlIIAW,  Oct.  20ill,   lSo2. 
"Mv  DKAKi.v  III  inviii  CiriiD:  "  Weilne.Mlay. 

f^r.., .  ,„e  pieL:;  i^.,,:;;;;;;: , :  tr!::'2:f:::'  "":i\ ; '■  '---■-^ 

l-al.h.     May  Heave,,  c..n,i,u,e  this  Me.si,,,,  ^  ^-"-iW„l,l,e„  were  >n  good 

«.:::;^;;;;;^:'^;i;:;:;;rh-ti:z^;^  '--'---.^.e 

•  ^o.„-  ,lea.  >,a„,a  a.u,  Ca.haHne  „ni.e  w„„  n,e  i„  ,,.e  U.  y.n,  al,,';::;  „,.,-  .„„>,.... 

••  Adieu  my  Dearly  lielovnl 

"  I  am  ever  most  lendcrly 
•>  Xo  "  i'^  aKcclioiiaiely  your^,  I've. 

"Mn^.  IlAMirroN-,  "  ''"■  ^' m  vikr. 

"  Xew  Nork. 
"  '■•  S.     TI.ere  i.  cheese  on  board  for  you  winch  will  l,e  .en,  ,o  Mr.  ,  -Innvh'.  " 


Mv  niAl;   SlSTKR  : 


"Till';  (;KA\(;r.  11  \i 


M  II1I..III.,  (),,,  251I,,  ,si4. 


-in;';;:^:::';;:;,;:;!'';;;:' :::;:  ;;:;■  '■:;;"•'--•  -'■:"  -  ^^^ .ve .  ,.ro,,,ee,  ..„  o, 

anec.loles;  indeed   any .,  illn.iruive   of  l'„      •  "'   "  '     '''   V  ;''>  ■'"^'""^   '•'  l^ve  do„,es|lc 

."-:;x:n.;:t,:;;j'::;,:-;:— --:,;:v ; - 
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.1  comiiii.i)  or  wAsiiisuros 


wlun  in  tlie  l.fs;islnlu'\'  nl  Alliuiiy  in  ijSo.  A1m>  iiuiiKiii>  in  I".Sj  wliiK'  sUhIvmii;  l;i\v  al 
Alluny — slyU'  nl  ccmvirsatiiin — ind  inikcil  evi'i ylliin;;  which  will  ilhistralo  thi'  cla>lKily  uf 
his  niiiiil,  vaiioly  nl  his  knowleiljjo,  iilayfulntss  ul  his  wit,  excellence  of  his  hcail,  liinniess, 
foihcaranco,  virUics,  \c.  As  (he  work  is  very  nearly  conipleleil,  it  is  very  much  my  w  isli  Id 
receive  from  you  an  answer  to  tl-ese  inquiries  as  soon  as  you  can  prepare  it  j  and  1  lnn  that 


y 


^''-'^C-- 


v,-,f?j5r 


HAMILTON    "GRANGE." 


M 


ynu  will  sit  (Ir'vii  il.iy  afli'r  (lay  fiir  a  shnrt  lime  ami  endeavor  to  lax  your  meniniy,  lie  lias 
hi. in!  lliat  your  olis  ■rveliun  i^  vny  acule,  and  your  reenlleclions  when  e\eiled  on  a  sidije/I  ol' 
such  inleresi,  very  aceurale  and  lull. 

"  May  every  blessin};  Ije  yours  is  the  prayer  of  ymn' 

"  alleclionale  sister, 
"   To  "  r.l  IZAIinil   II  AMll.liiN. 

"  Mks.  ('.Mil.  \'.  K.  Mm  (di  M, 

"  lliea,  N.  V." 
(Mrs.  llamillon   visitcil    her  sifter   at   r'swefjo  in  1S47.     I  have  before   me   a  wor-lid  ha^ 
that  she  Itniited  and  sent  to  niy  f;i'i'i'l''i"'il'er  in  1S4S,  accompanied  by  the  (olIowiiiK  note.) 


aasstst*----- 


.'1  LEXAXDEli    ll.\Mii/r(ix 


L'-J!) 


My  hi:i.()vi:i>  Sistkr  : 


"  ^'"^'  llx'N-WK-K,  \.  I,  Oil.  3,1,  ,848 


Mrs.  Catharine  \.  K.  Cociirav, 
"  OsHcyo,  N.  V.' 


"  Your  loving  Sister, 

"t:i.]/AHKrii  1Ia.mii.ton'. 


IHK  (;kange 

The  co.MUry  .seat  of  Ale.xandcr   Ha.nilton,  called  "The  Gra„.e  "  is  a  line 
^  an,e,.  of  Lolon.al  architectu.e.      In  ti,.  groun.is  wh,d,  once  e.u  IkI        o 
Hu  .0,    r.ver  a,ul  were  shade.!  by  .nagnificent  cltcstnuKs.  eln.,  and  o        Id 

I.Ike  nmnj.  „f  ,|,e  mansions  c„nsi„,c,e,i  .„  ,|„  d„„  „f  ,|„  e,„l,leenll,  ,,.„ 

nng  .,     ,e  »,n,„  „  ,„,  „ne  .,..„,„  n, .,  „,„  ve.,il,„„.\„„  „l      ,""  ,„  ,^  ," 
a  nearer  iloor  to  the  right  opens  into  Hamilton's  librarv      1  r,..»  .. 

„Bl„.  '  ■  '""  ■"  "»'  *«  "  »■»  fashionaUe  to  i„ca,e  ll,c„,  ont  of 

r.vJt:'r:s";r:,M;;t  :r™'''  "t  °r '  ■" "» ' <^'  -  '-»->•• 

ll»,I«,„      The     ;,  ,       '"  ■■■"'>■  ''"P~'""'»i«l"l  a  ni»  vi...  „f  ,le 

....  f»;;„  a';;:„t':;;:;:::::::™::  '-^  ^■" '""-"'  ^'-  -  ■—-  -'^ 

reiintr:;;;;^  ™  IZ!  ":,"T  r-f  ^"""'"^  •"»"  "^  "«  ' y  "" 

.;» »". ... ..» .^..........; ;;,:;■;;;;,::;:  :■:■,:;;■";:?' ";i":- - ,'?'■■ 
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A  COUCH  1 1.1)  OF  \rAsiii.\<rrox 


excited  in  tiiem  a 


••'i  <L, 


with  his  children  was  always  arfectiunate  and  ((infilling,  w 

corresponding  confidence  and  devotion." 

Passing  into  the  dining-room,  also  octagonal,  hut  wilii  the  ends  shorter  than 

the  sides,  one  sees  the  methods  by  which  the  food  was  brought  from  tiie  servants' 

quarters,     At   that   period   slavery   existed   to  some  extent  on  Maniiattan  Island 

and,  although  Hamilton  did  not  own 
slaves,  he  purchased  one  for  the  purpose 
of  emanci[)ating  him.  His  views  of 
the  slave  ([iiestion  were  defined,  by  his 
action,  when  at  the  recpiest  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette,  who  desired  to  become 
an  honorary  member,  Hamilton  went  to 
the  first  meeting  of  the  emancipation 
society  in  the  City  of  New  York.  He 
came  riglit  tt)  the  point  by  saying  :  "  In 
token  of  our  sincerity,  let  every  person 
here  emancipate  his  slaves  now."  The 
consternation  was  great,  and  perceiving 
that  his  proposition  met  with  general 
disapproval,  Hamilton  took  up  iiis  hat 
and  left  the  building. 

\\hile  tlip  General  and  his  family  re- 
sided at  The  Orange,  the  lower  rooms, 
es|)eciall)'  the  drawing  and  dining-rooms, 
were  handsomely  decorated  with  French 
mirrors. 

.\t  the  time  of  Hamilton's  death,  and 
for  many  years  afterward,  his  wile  and 
children  lived  at  this  favorite  country 
seat,  Tenth  avenue  and  r42d  street. 

Within  a  few  years  tlie  grounds  have 
been  <iivided  into  city  lots,  and  the  man- 
sion now  adjoins  St.  Luke's  Protestant 
I'.liiscujial  (.'luirch,  of  which  it  is  the 
rectory. 
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CKfjkCK    WAMIINdToM 

O.^™.  \Vashin<;ton  wns  on  in.hnn.c  icr.ns  «-,th  Schuyler.  A  warn,  personal 
nenc Islnp  luul  ex.s.ed  beUvecn  then,  long  helore  the  War  of  ]ndependJ>ce  hj 
brought  ,he,n  together,  an.l  uas  continue,!  uninterruptedly  until  thl  death  of  the 
former  on  December  ,4.!.,  .  799-  General  and  Mrs.  Washington  were  freemen  v 
entertan,ed  n,  the  ..hany  „K,ns,on.  where  a  suite  of  rooms  «^,s  reserved  foV 
occupancy      L  ,rly   ,n   the  year   ,78.,  while  General   Washington  was  still  en 

sz:;^ ::;  offi":"';"^  "^^ '""" '"'""" '-  -""  ^'-  ^^^^-^«'-  -,t:i 

c   i       (■  •'"^';';"" /'^  ^'•"'■^"•■^  ^''   "-■   l-P'i-sn,   of  the  General's  youngest 

child,  (.aiharine  Van  Rensselaer. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  on  December  4.!..  ,78;,,  Cleneral  Washington  took 
eave  of  h,s  pr.ncpal  officers  at  Fraunce's  Tavern  (sec  chapter  HI.  ,  which  is   .1 
andn.g  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Pearl  and  Hroad  streets.  Ixew  X..k.     E nt  ,     g 
the  roou,  where  they  were  assembled  he  stood  before  then,,  and  with  a  glass  of 

o    >ou.     I  mo  t  ardently  w,sh   that  your  latter  days  n.ay  be  as  prosperous  and 

>-.pi.y  MS  your  former  ones  have  been  glorious  and  honorable."       laving  drunk 

be  continued  :    -.I  cannot  come  to  each  of  you  to  take  n,y  leave,  but  I  si; 

gc.    to  you   .f  each  will  come  and  take  ,ne  by  the  hand."     General  Kn  x 

u,  s  ood  near  h,n,.  grasped  the  hand  of  his  late  comn.ander,  and  whde  tears 

t..d    of  iHs  officers.     On  December  23d,  Washington  resigned  his  commission 

ii^Xd  m":  t  v^' "' '''  r-'^ " '''  ^""'"'^"'^'  ^^^--  -  ^--P^'^ 

public  life  ""'"  "^  ""  '^■^"''  ''^'''''>'  '"  '^'--  -•--'  <•-"  II-  cares  of 

_^  'n-jollowing  description  of  his  estate  ,s  taken  from  an  old  volume  published 


MOfNT    VKKSUS 

"Mount  Vernon,  the  celel.rate.l  seat  of  I'resident  Washington  is  nleasnntlv 
s.  nated  on  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  Potomack.  where  it  is  neaH  wo  •  w  ^ 
and  s  about  two  Inn.lre.I  and  eighty  nnles  fron,  the  sea,  and  one  hun.lred  nd 
w.uy.even  mdes  front  Point  Lookout,  at  the  mouth  Jf  the  river.  T^ 'i "e 
»n  's  below  .Ale..andr,a,  and  four  miles  above  the  beautiful  seat  of  ti,e  ! 
-lone    l<a,r.a..,  called    Hellevoir.    The  area  of  the  mount  is  two  h,    dr  d 

une    n     rea     of  the  buddings,  falls  off  rather  abruptly  on  those  „uarters      On 
e  ..or  ,  .,d  ,t  subsides  gradually  into  expensive  pastn^  grour,ds    ^l^on  ^ 
^'"''^-     '7-  ^'-l"y  -"I   a  shorter  distance,  and   terminates  with  the 
coa.  h  house,  stables,  vn.eyard  and   nurserie.      On  either  wn,g  is  a  thick  grove 

2;i;t 


'1  F 


A  coDciiii./i  nr  u'.isiiiXdTox 
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of  lluweriiig  forest  trees.  I'iir.illcl  \vitl\  tliciu,  on  the  land  siile,  arc  two  spacious 
gardens,  into  whicli  one  is  led  liy  two  serpentine  gravel  walks,  planted  with  weep- 
ing willows  and  shady  shrubs.  The  mansion  ho\ise  itself  (though  inuc  h  cnibel- 
lisjied  by,  yet  not  perteilly  to  the  chaste  taste  of  the  present  pijssessor)  a|)pears 
venerable  and  convenient  .  .  .  The  superb  ban(|ueting  room  has  been  linished 
since  he  returned  from  the  army.  A  lovely  portico,  ninety-si.\  feet  in  length, 
supported  by  eight  pillars,  has  u  pleasing  effect  when  viewed  from  the  water  ; 
the  whole  assemblage  of  the  greenhouse,  schoolhouse,  offices  and  servants'  halls, 
when  seen  from  the  land  side,  bears  a  resemblance  to  a  rur.il  \ill,ige,  especially 
as  the  lands  on  that  side  are  laid  out  somewhat  in  the  f(irm  of  I'.iiglish  gardens 
in  meadows  and  grass  grounds,  ornamented  with  little  copses,  circular  clumps 
and  single  trees.  A  small  park  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  where  the  English 
fallow  deer  ami  the  .Vmeritan  wild  deer  are  seen  through  the  thickets,  alternating 
with  the  vessels  as  they  are  sailing  along,  add  a  romantic  and  picluresijue  ap- 
])earaiic:e  to  the  whole  scenery.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  small  creek  to  the 
iiorthwa.'d,  an  extensive  plain,  exhibiting  corn  fields  and  cattle  grazing,  alTords 
in  sunnner  a  luxuriant  l.iiulsi  ape  ;  while  the  blended  verdine  of  woodlands  and 
cultivated  dei  livities,  on  the  Maryland  shore,  variegates  the  prospect  in  a  (bann- 
ing manner.  Such  are  the  |)hilosophic  sliades  to  which  the  late  commauder-in- 
chief  of  the  ,\nu'rican  armies  retired  from  the  tumultuous  scenes  of  the  busy 
world,  and  which  he  has  since  left  to  dignify  by  his  unequalled  abilities,  the 
most  iin|)orlant  office  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow citi/eiis." 

The  following  unpublished  letter  to  ("leni'ral  Schuyler  gives  additional  evideiKe 
of  tlie  sini[)lirity  of  his  tastes,  the  purity  of  his  feelings,  and  the  warmth  of  his 
alfei  tioiis  : 


I'si 
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"  MnlNT    Vl  UNilN,  2Isl,  J.lll.   I7S.t. 
"  Dl-.AU  SlK: 

"  Voiir  f.ivor  of  llic  2(illi  of  I  )cc.,  finiiiil  nu',  ,t.  you  cunjccluad,  liy  tluil  fiicsiili.-  IVoni  w  liitli 
I  had  IjL'L'ii  too  km;;  al>->oiit  for  my  own  convcnk'ncc  ;  lo  ulncli  I  nliinucl  »illi  llir  f^rcalL^t 
avidity,  tlii;  moment  my  public  av  ■  alioiis  would  pLTiiut;  and  from  wliirli  I  lii'pf  iicvii  ajjain 
lo  ill-  willidrawn. 

"  While  I  am  here,  solacinj;  myself  in  my  retreat  from  (he  hiiNy  ~eene>  of  life,  I  .im  iint  only 
made  extremely  happy  liy  the  fjralilude  of  my  countrymen  in  ^;eneral  hut  particularly  mi  hy  the 
repeated  ])roof>  of  the  Uindnes.s  of  those  who  have  lieen  inlinintely  conversant  with  my  puhlic 
transactions.  .And  I  need  scarcely  add.ihalthe  lavorahle  opinion  ipf  noone  is  more  ai  i  eplahlc 
than  that  of  yourself. 

"  In  recollecting  the  vicissiludes  of  forlune  we  have  e\periil.("<  d.  and  ihe  dillicullies  we  have 
suniuninted,  I  shall  always  call  to  nund  Ihe  j;reat  assistance  1  have  freipienlly  receiviil  IVom 
you  holh  in  your  public  and  private  character.  May  the  lilessini;s  of  peace  amply  reward  yoin' 
exertions;  may  you  and  your  family  (lo  whom  the  coinplimenl~  i  Mrs.  \\'asliinj;l<  ii  and  my- 
self are  alVectionalely  presented)  long  continue  to  enjoy  every  species  of  happiness  ihe  world 
can  afford. 

"With  scnliments  of  sincere  esteem,  atlaclunent  and  afleetioii,  I  .im  1  >ear  So,  your  most 
obedient,  very  humble  servant,  fJ.  WasIIINCION. 

"  'Po 

"  Gen.  Schuyler." 


'?V."«f:-'V'/Tt^-'  .•"./-'-' '  '.>■ 


MRS.  WASHINGTON. 
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Al'ier  his  inatigiiration  in  New  \orl<,  Ajiril  (>\\\,  1789,  as  I'ltsiilciit  nf  the 
Uiillcd  Stales,  he  wrote  to  (iciu'ial  Schuykr  as  loUows  ;  "  The  noud  (ilspusilioiis 
which  st'L'in  at  |iresciit  to  pervade  every  i  lass  of  people,  alford  reason  for  your 
observation  that  the  clouds  whith  luueso  long  (larkene<l  our  political  hemisphere 
are  now  dispersing;,  and  that  America  «dl  soon  feel  the  eflVcis  of  her  natural  ad- 
vantaj;es.  That  invisible  hanrl  which  has  so  ot'ien  interposed  to  save  onr  coun- 
try from  iinpendini;  destruction,  seems  in  no  instance  lo  have  been  more  re- 
markably e\erted  than  in  that  of  disposini;  the  peo|)le  of  this  extensive  conti- 
nent to  adopt,  in  a  i)ea<cfid  manner,  the  constitution  wliicli,  if  well  adminis- 
tered, bids  fair  to  make  America  a  happy  nation." 

Correspondence  between  them  was  freipient  and  informal. 


V 

■■'^"^ 

uk^'' 

itM'<--M 

^^^B^^MU 

Bs ' 

mff^'^  -Jmk 

^^>,',.. 

Hi 

*E»i-'^'  ~ 

ip 

f^£^' 

\'^-i :  ^tiarr'jcf 

i^i.  .'"jjlu 

vaB?'' 

■i«i»  w> , 

%  ■■,:   aL 

5   ii 


1     '»■  *■ 


V-^*,i 


.•;<«t 


MOUNT  VERNON. 


"  I'nii  \\n.\  rni A,  W-c  .\\h.  [79S. 
"  Mv  nv.AR  Sue 

••  I  liavo  liofn  lionoroil  witli  your  U-tlcr  nf  tlic  201I1  nil.,  inicl  cdii^ratiilnlL-  ymi  very  sin- 
cerely nil  tlio  r.iviiralile  uIi.tiiho  ymi  have  lalcly  cxpi  riuncucl  (as  I  liavc  lieen  infoniRil )  in  your 
lieallh.     1  wisli  it  may  lie  |H'rri'Clly  restoicil. 

"  I  pLMSiiadr  nivsi'lf  lliat  it  is  unnecissaiy  to  ail.l  lliat  iC  IumIiIi  .itul  otlu-r  Lirciniistapicfs  luui 
cnaMfil  you  and  Mis.  ScliuykT  to  liavo  visiicil  Mrs.  \Vasliiiij;lon  ami  niysi-lf  at  Mminl  X'l'rmin, 
thai  it  woulil  have  liecn  considered  as  a  niosi  plcasiiifjand  llaltcriiij^  evidence  of  your  rcfjard  ; 
and  the  more  so  as  m-illier  slie  unr  I  ever  evpccled  to  he  more  than  twenty  live  miles  liom  that 
retreat  during;  llie  remainder  of  our  Nves. 

"  Hul,  slrauHe  lo  relate,  here  I  am.  husied  with  scenes  far  removed  and  foreit;n  fnun  I'very- 
thinK  I  had  conleui|ilaled  when  I  (|uilted  the  chair  of  (lovernincnt. 

"  Voiir  grandson,  Mr.  Church,  has  all  the  exterior  of  a  fine  young  man,  and,  from  what  I 
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have  lioaiil  nf  liis  liilclloct  and  princi|ik'>  will  iln  jiislirc  In  ami  rcwnnl  llie  inoccpts  lie  lias  re- 
ceived lioiii  y<Mnsi'ir,  lii^  |lal'<'nl^,  and  iiiu  Ir  ll.iniillun.  S»  far,  llien,  at  ni)  atlentioii  to  liim 
will  nn,  I  iiii>i-.t>'nl  Willi  my  nlliir  diilirs  he  may  asMireiUy  cuinil  ii|miii. 

••  I  I'lay  yuii  In  pic-fnl  mi-  (and  1  am  Miir  Mrs.  \Va■.hlll^;lnn  wipidd  iiniU'  iii  Ilium  if  ^lR•  were 
here)  In  Mi'-.  SthuyK'r  in  Ihe  mll^l  ii's|irtirul  kini^;  and  lei  mc  pray  ymi  to  he  assiiied  iif  the 
MilCere  e^lcem,  lejjaid  and  wishes  of  ihe  must  alleclionale  kind,  of,  dear  sir, 

"your  most  obedient  and  very  hiunhle  servant, 

"  (J.  \VASIIIN(;rON. 

"(Ji.N  SiiRvi  i:r." 

G.  \V.  V.  ("iislis  (his  grandson)  writes:  "  AV;isliington  never  appeared  in  mili- 
tary ciistiinic,  iinlfss  111  receive  his  l)rethreM  (if  the  Cinriiiii.iti ;  or  at  reviews.  He 
then  wore  the  old  uppositidii  colors  of  I'liigiaiul,  and  the  regimental  dress  of  the 
volunteer  corps  wliicli  lie  (oinmaiided  prior  to  the  Revolution.  With  the  e.\- 
teplioii  of  tlie  lirilli.iiit  epaulettes  (a  jjreseiit  from  (Jeneral  l.af.iyelte),  and  the 
diamond  order  of  tlie  (Cincinnati,  presented  by  tlie  seamen  of  tlie  Krenth  tleet, 
our  allies  in  the  W'.ir  of  Independence,  the  uinfonn  of  the  (cimmander  in  chief 
of  the  army  and  navy,  was  as  plain  as  liliie  and  ImlT  could  make  it.  The  c<icked 
h.it,  will)  the  lil.ick  ril)l)on  cockade,  was  the  only  type  of  the  heroic  time  whic  h 
appended  to  the  (liief  during  his  civil  magistracy;  in  all  other  resjiec  is,  he 
seemed  studiously  to  merge  the  military  into  the  civil  characteristics  of  liis  piihlic 
life." 
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THK   CONWAY    (  AllAI, 

Mr.  Fiskc  in  his  deeply  interesting  history  of  •'  Tlie  French  Alliance  and  tlie 
Conway  ('.ihal,"  writes: 

"  Hut  the  most  dangerous  ground  upon  which  Congress  ventured  iluring  the 
whole  course  of  tiie  w.ir  was  connecteil  wiili  the  dark  intrigues  of  those  officers 
who  wished  to  have  Washington  removed  fnnii  the  cliief  command  that  dates 
might  be  i)ut  in  his  pi. ice.  We  have  seen  how  successful  Gates  had  been  in  sii])- 
])laiiting  .Schuyler'  on  the  eve  of  vi(  tory.      Without  having  been  under  tire  or 

'"The  intrigues  which  soon  oiler  ('776-7)  di>;;raied  llie  .Northern  army  and  impcrileil  Ihe 
safety  of  the  couiiUy  had  already  begun  to  bear  biller  fruil.  Since  the  bcginiung  of  the  war, 
Majordeiieral  I'hilip  Schuyler  had  been  in  command  of  the  .N'orthern  licpartmeni,  with  his 
headi|uarlers  at  .Mliaiiy,  whence  his  ancesliirs  had  a  century  before  hurled  defiance  at  I'lon- 
tcnac.  Ilis  family  was  one  of  tlie  nin^t  distingiii-ihed  in  \cw  York,  and  an  inherilcd  /.eal  for 
Ihe  public  service  thrilled  in  every  drop  of  his  blooii.  Xo  more  iiprigiit  or  disinleroled  man 
could  be  found  in  America,  and  for  bravery  and  gencrnsiiy  he  was  like  Ihe  pal.idin  of  sunic  me- 
diieval  romance." — J.  I'. 

directing  any  important  operation,  Gates  had  carried  off  the  laurels  of  the  Nortli- 
ern  campaign.  From  many  persons,  no  doubt,  he  got  credit  for  what  had  ha])- 
])ened  before  he  joined  tlie  army,  on  the  191I1  of  August.  His  appointment 
dated  from  the  2d,  before  either  the  victory  of  Stark  or  the  discomfiture  of  St. 
Leger  ;  and  it  was  easy  for  people  to  put  dates  together  uncritically,  and  say  tliat 
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before  the  2cl  of  August   H„rK„yne  l,;.,I  cnuiiuie.l  to  advance  iiuo  tl,c  ciuUry 
an.l  nothing  ,ould  ,  hcrk  hnn  uniil  alter  Cates  ha.I  been  appointe.I  to  the  c„n,. 
man.l.      I  he  very  a,r  rang  »nh  the  praises  of  (late.,  and  Ins  weak  head  was  not 
unnaturally  t.n-ned  wi.h  so  much  aj-plause.     Jn  Ins  .l,s,,atches  announcing  the 
surrender  of   Hurgoyne,  he  not  only  forgot  to  n>ention  the  names  of  Arnold  and 
Morgan,  who  had  won  for  hnn  the  decisive  victory,  but  he  even  seen.e.l  to  for.et 
that   Ije  was  serving   under  a   conunandern,  chief,   for  he  sent  his  .lispalches 
.breclly  to  Congress,  leaving  Washington  to  learn  of  the  event  through  hearsav 
Ihirieen  days  after  the  surrender.  Washington  wrote  to  Cates,  congratulating 
..m  upon  his  success.      •  At  the  same  time.'  said  the  letter,  ■  1  cannot  but  regret 
that  a  matter  of  so  much  magnitu.le,  and  so  interesting  to  our  general  operations, 
shouM  have  reached  me  by  report  only,  or  through  the  channels  of  letters  not 
bearmg  that  authenticity  which  the  importance  of  i,  re.,nired,  and  which  it  would 
have  receive,   by  a  line  over  your  signature  stating  the  .imple  fact.'     l!u.,  worse 
han    hi  ,  Cates  kept  his  victorious  army  idle  at  Saratoga  after  the  whole  line  of 
he  Huilson  was  cleared  of  the  enemy,  an.l  would  not  sen.l  reinforcemen.s  to 
Washington      Congress  so  far  upheld  him  in  this  as  to  order  that  Washington 
should  not  .letach  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  men  from  the  Northern  army 
without  consu  ting  f.ates  and  Governor  Clinton.     It  was  only  with  .lifticiilty  that 

e'nTk    7  ""'""«/r'""^  "-"'"<-  -'"  »  ^l-'al  message.  succeecLd  in 
getting  back  Morgan  with  his  nnemen.     When  reinforcements  finally  did  arrive 
't  was  too  late.     Had  they  .  ome  more  promptly,  Howe  would  probably  have 
been  unable  to  take  the  forts  on  the  Delaware,  without  control  of  .  huh  he  could 
not  have  stayed  m  Philadelphia.      IJiit  the  blame  for  the  loss  of  the  forts  was  by 
many  people  thrown  upon  Washington,  whose  recent  defeals  a.  Ihandyu  ine  and 
Cermantown  were  now  commonly  contrasted  with  the  victories  at  the  north 
I  he  moment  seemed  propitious  for  Gates  to  try  his  peculiar  strategy  once  more 
and  displace   \  as  ing.on  as  he  had  alrea.ly  displace.l  Schuyler.     A.  sistants  w  r^ 

I :::""'  '•;:'"  "'■;/  "■"•■'■  '^'"'^'^«  "'^'  f"-«"  -•-'""--  then  with  t 

a  my  was  one  I  liomas  Conway,  an  Irishman,  wh.,  had  been  f.,r  a  long  time  in 
th     Irench  service,  ami,  coming  over  to  America,  had  taken  part  in  the  I'enn- 

motion,  and  the  latter  at  once  threw  himself  with  such  energy  iiuo  ,|,e  faction 

:"  (^Zv  cu  T  %  ^-"r""™'-^  •"-  '^  -n  caJi  to  be  ^lo::: 

c^^  :  th  ^;""'^:"'^'^"^!-f' -■■"•  -'•  J-"-  •-veil,  a  delegate  tiom  Massa- 
chusetts, who  had  been  Schuyler's  bitterest  enemy  in  Congress.  I,  was  a.  one 
^.ne  reported  that  Samuel  Adams  was  in  sympathy  wi.h  the  Jlibal,  and  tlj    I 

'^J^o:7T''    ''  T'  '""'^"''^'  '""  ■'  ^^^'-  '"  "-•'^  -■•«<-'-'  in  ^'  .- 

he  war.  Hancock,  whose  overweening  vanity  often  marred   his  usefulness    had 

Xil:  Wn  '-"7'"'^'"--^-  -'•  "-  --■  '-«ave  SainuH  a!  :  is  ; 
pitfening  Washington  for  that  position.  In  the  autumn  of  177;  H  .ncck 
resigned   his  position  as  president  „f  Congress,  and  w.s  succeed JJ '  by  H^ii^y 
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Laurens,  of  Soiitli  Caroliiui.  On  the  liay  when  Hancock  took  leave  of  Congress, 
a  motion  «as  made  to  present  liim  willi  tlie  tlianks  of  that  body  in  acknowledg- 
ment (if  liis  admirable  discjuirge  of  his  duty  ;  but  tiie  New  England  delegates, 
wJK)  iiail  not  been  altogether  satisfied  with  him,  defeateil  the  motion  on  general 
grounds,  and  estalilisiied  tlie  principle  tiiat  it  was  injiulicious  to  pass  compli- 
mentary votes  in  the  case  of  any  president.  This  action  threw  Hancock  into  a 
rage,  which  was  chiefly  clirected  against  Samuel  Adams  as  the  most  prominent 
member  of  the  delegation  ;  and  after  his  return  to  Boston  it  soon  became  evi- 
dent that  lie  had  resolved  to  break  with  his  old  friend  and  jiatron.  Artful 
stories,  designed  to  injure  Adams,  were  in  many  instances  traced  to  persons  who 
were  in  close  relation  with  Hancock.  After  the  fall  of  the  cabal,  no  more  deadly 
stab  couUl  be  dealt  to  i!ie  reputation  of  any  man  than  to  insinuate  tiiat  he  had 
given  it  aid  or  sympatiiy  ;  and  tiiere  is  good  ground  for  believing  that  such  re- 
ports concerning  Adams  were  industriously  circulated  by  iniscrupnlous  partisans 
of  the  angry  Hancock.  'I'lie  story  was  revived  at  a  later  date  by  the  frien<ls  of 
Hamilton,  on  the  occasion  of  the  schism  between  Hamilton  and  John  Adams, 
but  it  has  not  been  well  sustained.  The  most  plausible  fdsehoods,  however,  are 
those  •.viiich  are  based  upon  misconstrued  facts;  and  it  is  (criain  that  Samuel 
Adams  had  not  only  favored  the  appointment  of  dates  in  the  nortli,  but  he  had 
sometimes  spoken  with  impatience  of  liie  so-called  Fabian  policy  of  Washington. 
In  this  he  was  like  many  other  ardent  jiatriots  whose  military  knowledge  was  far 
from  commensurate  with  their  zeal.  His  cousin,  John  Adams,  was  even  more 
outspoken.  He  declared  himself  '  sick  of  Fabian  systems, '  '  My  loasl.'  he  said, 
'  is  a  short  and  violent  w.u' ;  '  and  lie  coniplained  of  the  reverent  affniion  which 
ilie  i)p('ple  felt  for  \Vashington  as  an  ■  iilolatry  '  dangerous  to  .Vmerican  liberty. 

was  by  w' .king  upon  such  impatient  moods  as  tliese,  in  which  high  minded 
men  like  the  Adamses  .sometimes  indulged,  that  the  unscrupulous  cabal  hojied  to 
attain  its  ends. 

"The  first  fruits  of  the  cabal  in  Congress  were  seen  in  the  reorg.ini/ation  of 
the  Hoard  of  War  in  November,  1777.  .Miflliu  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
board,  and  Cates  was  made  its  president,  \\ith  permission  to  serve  in  the  lleld 
shoidd  occasion  recjuire  it.  Ci.iies  was  thus,  in  a  certain  sense,  ])laced  over 
Washington's  head  :  and  soon  afterward  Conway  was  made  inspector  general 
of  the  army,  with  the  rank  of  maj<ir  general.  In  view  of  Washington's  well- 
known  opinions,  'he  appointments  of  Milllin  and  Conway  might  be  regarded  as 
an  open  declarat  on  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  Congress.  Some  weeks  before, 
in  regard  to  the  rumors  that  Conwav  was  to  be  ])romoled,  W.ishingtim  had 
written,  •  ll  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  of  anv  further  service,  if  such  in- 
superable difficulties  are  thrown  in  my  way.'  Sucli  I  iiiguage  might  easiU-  be 
uiulerstood  as  a  conditional  thre.it  of  resignation,  and  Conw.iy's  appointment 
was  jirobably  urged  by  the  consjiirators  with  the  express  intention  of  forcin, 
Washington  to  resign.  Should  this  alliont  prove  inelleciual,  ihev  hcip'.d,  by 
dint  of  anonvmons  letters  and  foul  miuieuih'ies.  to  make  the  commander's  place 
too   hot  for  him.      It  was  a.sserted  that  Washington's  army  had  all  through  the 
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ye  r  o    ,       her  d  Ho    e's  ..ore  ,„a:,  „„.c  .o  one.     The  distress  of  tl,e  soldiers 
Z;^    ,  ^'''^     l-soeresuh.  ,f  not  ,l,e  sole  ol^eC,  oHns  ,na,.y  n.arches, 

a  co.d.ng    to    Ja,nes    l.ovell.  was    to   w.ar   out   their  shoes  an.l  slo.kn.'s.      An 

y.,k,  »he>e  Congress  was  sutn.g.  observed:      •  We  have  wisdom,  virtue   and 
strength  enongh  to  save  us.  if  .hey  could  be  called  into  action.     '1  u  N  nhe 
jmny  has  shown  us  what  An,ericans  are  capable  of  doing  with  a  genera  1 

No.thun.      A  Cates,  a  I.ee/  or  a  Conway  wo.dd  in  a  few  weeks  render  then,  an 


^.1-a.iv    l.c«u„    .„   „.H„.,J         :  '       '  ■  ""1    ■  ^■""-""'--"■l-f  "f  "-  an„y,  .,,,1  l.acl 


"Rs.sld.le  body  of  men.     So,„e  of  the  contents  of  this  letter  ond.f  to  1 
H"'-"'   order   to  awaken,  enbghten,  and  al.un,  our  ,     ^     ,  "    ' 

•1>'^  letter    to   Washington,    who    instantly    recogni.el  2m  "'\  ^"i' 

writnig  of  D,-.   JSenianim  Rush        \„,i  ^'i''"'^*^"    'I"-    "ell-known    hand- 

i.^....ens.  was  stdi  i;e  e^  t  ic'"":' rL:;::^";:::;;:''- 7'  'V'-"-' 

s.>y   there   ,s  onlv  one  general   in   i.       Tl  ■  *^  ''"■""''  '"  ^'""''-^^  ''' 

own.g   to  a  chu',.e  of  ,  ''^      '  "'"■''''  '"  "'^'  "orthward  was 

..i.ke'suecih!;  n  1:;  t;  :: ; :r  ^  'r'"^^"  ^"™>-  ^^■-""  "--^  '-- 

I'-e  been  guiltv  of  ido        "  '  n    f  n,  '    '"•     ''"'"  ''"'>'''■  '"'  ^^'— 

a-l  earth  wdl  convin..        ,     b    w      f      '""         ?"''  ""'  ""  ^=^''  ^"^ "— ' 

R"o..  can  be  expected  n^  l"i:;r;:;:;;;vr '^  ""'r '"'''"  ^'^"" 

islied  fron,  the  canip  •     This  n.isch  '  worslniipers  are  ban- 

i-ead  of  lay-ug  ii  I.e.!,!:':,;::  r;!  :::;i  i;;:;;^';-;-^"  "•  ^■"••«'"-  '^•". 

"^   ^Vashington.      Ii,,,    u,e   ro,,,,na,ul  r-in  S,e,  "'"'"  7'  ' ''""^''>' 

treacherous  missives  l,ke  these    n,,.- .1,       '^"".'    "''"    '"■e^arned,    and    neither 

;?  ■'«■"■ '» "1"^ -  i:  i:;:^''::;;;r"::i;;i«r''"^^'i'"""' 

<-oiiwav.  a   letter  con,  i.niiur    ,„    ,ii  -^iratoga,  (.ates  received  from 

-o  be  eas,iy  .cnjis  ,::::; ':;,,^^-^^^^^^^^^^ 

young  confidant   and   Aid  de  cnnn    U  ,     i'  "  ""■"'   ""^  '^-"er  to  1ns 

Wilkinson  had  reached   V,  t  w      '  ,  ""T     ^'   "^"-  ''''^^  ^"■'— L  "lu't. 

<'er.  he  .1,  ;„  .ith  a  n..!!:  ^  ^^^  X  !  ^  ^f ''^  -"'"■«"> -'^  ^-rren- 
"'"-  of  Afonongahela  whiskev  rep^  ,'  t^,:.^  '  ""'  '""''■'■  ""'  ^-'''l  ^'i- 
to  SiHbng's  ears,  and  he  struduJ  '"  '"'"""-'■     ''''"'■^  i'  '-''■'•e 

■"•■a'tl't...)  commumcated  ,t  to  Washington  by  letter 
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saying  tliat  he  slioiild  alw.ijs  dci'in  ii  iiis  duty  to  expose  sik:1i  \vi(  kcd  dupllciiy. 
'I'litis  aniR'd,  AVasliillgton  simi)ly  sent  to  Conway  the  lulhnviiig  hriel    note; 

"■Sir,-  A  Ictlei  wliicli  I  rcccivi'il  last  nifjlil  coiitainiil  llic  fulluu  inj;  )i,ii,if4r.i|ili :  ••  In  a 
kllor  from  (ieneial  Ciuiway  to  <  Icneral  flali".,  lie  says,  ■  Heaven  lias  (lelerniined  to  save  \(iur 
counlry,  or  a  weaU  (ieneral  and  hail  counsellors  would  liave  ruined  il.'  I  am,  sir,  your  lium- 
I'le  servant,  ( .1  oki.i.  \Vas|iim;1(in."  ' 

"  ("(imvay  knew  not  uliat  sort  of  answer  to  make  to  tliis  siartling  note.  \\  hen 
Mltllm  lieaiii  of  it,  lie  wrote  at  once  to  dates,  telling  him  that  an  extract  from 
one  of  Conway's  letters  had  fallen  into  Washington's  hands,  and  advising  hini 
to  take  helter  care  of  iiis  papers  in  ftitme.  All  the  jjlotters  were  seriously 
alarmed  ;  for  their  scheme  was  one  which  ^ould  not  hear  the  ligiit  for  a  numieiit, 
and  Washington's  curt  letter  left  them  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  the  extent  of  his 
knowledge.  'There  is  scarcely  a  man  living,'  protested  (latis,  '  who  takes 
greater  care  of  iiis  papers  than  I  do.  I  ne\er  fail  to  lotk  tiietn  up,  and  keep 
the  key  in  my  pocket.'  One  thing  was  clear:  there  must  he  no  delay  in  ascer- 
taining how  much  Washington  knew  and  where  he  got  his  knowledge,  .\fter 
four  anxious  days  it  occurred  to  Gales  that  il  miisl  have  been  Washington's  aid- 
de-cainp,  I  [amiiton,  who  had  ste.tltliily  gained  access  to  his  pajiers  during  his 
short  visit  to  tlie  Nortliern  camp.  I'llled  with  tliis  idea,  Ci.ilcs  cliui  kled  as  he 
thought  he  s.iw  a  way  of  diverting  attention  from  the  sulijec  t  m. liter  (d  the  letter 
to  the  mode  in  whicli  Washington  h.til  got  possession  of  tlieir 'ontenls,  He 
sat  down  and  wrote  to  the  Commander  inC'liief,  saying  he  had  learned  ihat 
some  of  Conway's  conlideuli.il  letters  to  hini'elf  luul  come  into  his  excellency's 
hands  .  such  letters  must  have  been  copied  iiy  stealth,  and  he  hoped  his  excellency 
would  assist  him  in  iinearlliing  the  wretch  who  piowleil  ahout  and  did  such 
wicketl  things,  for  obviously  it  was  tnisale  to  have  such  creatures  in  the  lamp  ; 
they  might  disc  lose  precious  secrets  to  the  enemy.  And  so  imporlanl  did  the 
matter  seem  that  he  sent  a  diiplicale  of  the  iireseiit  letter  to  ConL;ress,  in  order 
that  every  imaginable  nieans  might  be  adopled  for  detecting  the  culprit  without 
a  momenl's  delay.  The  piiiiiose  of  this  elaiiorale  arlilice  was  to  create  in  C'on- 
gress,  which  as  yet  knew  nothing  of  the  mawer,  an  impression  unfavorable  to 
Washingioii,  bv  making  it  ajipear  th.it  he  encouraged  liis  aids(le-(  amp  in  ])rv- 
iug  into  porlfolios  of  oilier  generals.  I'or,  thought  Ciates,  it  is  as  cle.ir  as  day 
that  H.iniilton  was  the  m.iii ;   nobody  else  could  have  done  it. 

"Hut  Ci, lies'  silly  glee  w.is  short-lived.  Washington  discerned  at  a  i;lauce 
the  treacherous  imrixisc  of  tlie  leiler,  and  foiled  it  by  the  simple  expedient  of 
telling  the  plain  truth.  '  \'our  leller.'  he  rejilied.  '  (  ,iiue  to  my  hand  a  lew  davs 
ago.  anil,  to  my  gre.it  surprise,  mrormed  me  tli.il  ,!  copy  of  il  li.id  been  sent  to 
Congress,  for  uhat  reason  I  find  myself  unable  to  at  count  ;  bul  .is  some  end  was 
<ioublless  intended  to  be  answered  by  it,  I  am  l.iid  under  the  disagreeable  lie 
cessily  of  returning  my  answer  through  the  s.ime  channel,  lest  any  member  of 
that  honorable  body  should  harbor  an  unfavorable  suspicion  of  my  having  prac- 
ticed some  indirect  means  to  come  at  the  ccjntents  of  the  confidential  letters  be- 


if! 


(ir.oiKiE  u-is/tixirrox 


•ji.t 


In  ; 


# 


prelude,    W.isliinytoii 


t«-ee„    you    an.l    General    Conway.'     AHcr  tins  on.in      .   ,„. .,    ...„„„..io, 

went  on  to  relate  how  Wilkinson  ha<i  babNed  over  1„  ,  .  „,..  an.i  a  certain  Sen- 
tence from  Conway's  letters  had  thereupon  been  transmuted  to  Inn,  by  Lord 
^tnhng.  He  had  comnnnucated  this  ,!;scovery  to  Conway,  to  let  that  officer 
k.u.v  that  Ins  nunguing  .lisposition  was  observed  an.l  watched.  He  had  mentioned 
H  to  no  one  else  but  J.a.ayette,  for  he  thought  u  uuhscreet  to  let  .s.andals  a  ise 

kno    :,  :;;7c",     """''^'■"  ^•""'  ^^  ^'■^""  "*■  """^-  •»  •"^'  --'>•••     "^  had  no 

,1         V  "■'^;  ''"""  '."  ""•'■"l'^'"^''--'--^-  "•'•!'  (iates,  and  had  even  supposed 

...  n.lk.nsou's  n,format,on  was  g.ven  with  (iates'  .san.tion,  and  with  f  ,  n  1  y 

•>'i'l^.     as  H.  Other  .natters  of  late,  I  have  found  mvself  nnslaken  ' 

"So  the  schemer  had  overreaehed  hunself.  It  was  no,  Waslnngton's  aid-de- 
,pwho  ha  pr,ed.but  it  was  Gates'  own  aid  who  had  blabU.,.  H  t 
Ga.es  cowardly  letter  Washington  would  not  even  have  s„spected  him  •  and  to 
own  all,  he  luul  only  hiu,self  ,o  thank  A,r  rashlv  bla.on,  g  bl  "co,^ '; 
-ter  -  imleto  Ins  credit,  and  which  Washington,  in  Ins  g;.nero^  d  S  ^ 
woul.l  forever  ave  kept  secret.  An>,d  this  d.scon.l.ure,  however,  a  i"  J 
ho,,e  could  be  discerned.  ,t  appeare.l  that  ^^'ashington  had  knot  ',  1' 
W  Ik  7*^  ,-"->-  -I-'-  '-i  come  to  hin>  as  ,„„.,ed  ,n  conversat,,  n     y 

make   \\dkn,son    the   scapegoat    fur  all   the  others      f   „es  accordi,, 

clear     n  1,      rn  <'""-"Ptuous  reply  from  Washington  n,ade  all  tins 

r       ;      W        :        '"  '  '"■'  ""^"-•"'"■'^^''l"  P'-i»".  >Von.  wind,  there  was  n, 

:s  ^Z'.:t;;z  'Vw  ^^"-^ ,  ""''"-• ""- '-  ^^  '-•-'• 

youth^d  blood  boi ^d  ;^  r  H  ;':';'";  "T  "'  ''^  ""•  "■  ^'""«'-^^^-  '- 

challenged  Gates  to    e    11    c  mh        T    r"     "'"  '^"""-^  '"  '■^^■'■>''"">'  -'' 

^'niuularSd'  ;;:':;;■'''■  '-•;''^-      ■^'  <l-'l.p-.ed  ..our,  wl,.. 

in.erview  will,   his       .u  .         .'  ^'"'""'  '■^■''•"■''"-■'''  """"Kh  Lis  second,  an 

only  to  bla/e  forth   nrevntlv  J  ,1    f     >  '''"■'*^''''  '"'' ^'  '"""'^"t- 

Washing,on,au,I     J     I        ',      '^   fresh  v,„|ence,  when    he   made   inquiries  of 

«l-"eril  hi,;,.        :  ■      :  ;    ::.:^'     '  ?  -^>'  --■  -  -'-l'  ■-  Kenera,  had 

a...l  falsehood,  and  re  i^  e       ,s        V         "",""'"'  """""'  '"'^^  "^  '^-^'^O' 
resigned  his  position  on  the  Hoaril  of  War. 
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"  These  successive  revelations  strengthened  Wasliingtuii  in  [jruporlion  :is  ihi-y 
siiowed  tiie  malice  and  duplicity  of  his  enemies.  Alxnit  this  time  a  ])amplilet 
was  piiblislied  in  London,  and  repubiislied  in  Nciv  \'ori<,  tiontainiiij;  letters  uliii  ii 
purported  to  have  been  written  by  \V.\shingtoM  to  members  ol'  his  family,  and 
to  have  been  t'ound  in  the  possession  of  a  mulatto  servant  taken  prisoner  at  Inirt 
l.ee.  The  letters,  if  genuine,  would  have  proved  their  author  to  be  a  traitor  to 
the  Ameriean  cause;  but  they  were  so  bimglingly  concocted  that  ewiwiue 
knew  ihein  to  be  a  forgery,  and  their  only  effect  was  to  strengthen  W'asbii  i;iiin 
still  more,  while  throwing  fiuther  discredit  upon  the  cabal,  with  whiih  many 
persons  were  inclined  to  connect  them. 

"  The  army  and  the  people  were  now  thoroughly  incensed  at  the  plutteis,  and 
tlie  press  began  to  ridicule  them,  while  the  reputation  of  dales  sull'ered  greatly 
in  Congress  as  the  indications  of  his  real  character  were  brought  to  light.  All 
that  was  needed  to  complete  the  discomfiture  of  the  cabal  was  a  military  fiasco, 
and  tliis  was  soon  forthcoming.  In  order  to  detach  Lafayette  from  Washington 
a  winter  expedition  against  Canada  was  devised  by  the  Hoard  of  War.  Lafay- 
ette, a  mere  boy,  scarcely  twenty  years  old,  was  invited  to  take  the  command, 
witii  Conway  for  his  chief  lieutenant.  It  was  said  that  the  French  population 
of  Canada  would  be  sure  to  welcome  the  high-born  Lrenchinan  as  their  deliv- 
erer from  the  British  yoke;  and  it  was  further  thought  that  the  veteran  Irish 
schemer  might  [lersuade  his  young  commander  to  join  the  cabal,  and  bring  to  it 
sucli  support  as  might  be  gained  from  the  French  alliance,  then  about  to  be 
conipleteil.  Congress  was  persuaded  to  authori/ce  the  expedition,  and  Washing- 
ton was  not  consulted  in  the  matter. 

"Hut  Litayette  knew  his  own  mind  better  than  was  supposed.  He  would 
not  acce[)t  the  <  oimnaiul  until  he  had  obtained  Washington's  i onsent,  and  then 
he  made  it  an  indispensable  condition  that  liaron  de  Kalb,  who  outranked 
Conway,  should  accompany  tlie  e.\iie<lition.  These  jMcliminaries  having  been 
arranged,  the  young  general  went  to  New  York  for  his  insiriictioiis.  'I'here  he 
found  dates,  surrounded  by  si  luincrs  and  sycophants,  seated  .it  a  very  different 
kind  of  dinner  from  that  to  which  Lafayette  had  lately  been  used  at  \'alley 
Forge.  Hilarious  with  wine,  the  company  welcomed  the  new  guest  with  accla- 
mations. He  was  duly  llaltercd  and  toasted,  and  a  glorious  campaign  was  pre- 
dicted. Gates  assured  him  that  on  reaching  Albany  he  would  tuid  three  thou- 
sand regulars  ready  to  march,  while  jjowerlul  as^istalu■e  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  valiant  Stark  with  his  redoubtable  Citeen  Mountain  Hoys.  The  m.iniuis 
listened  with  placid  cumposure  till  his  papers  were  brought  him,  and  he  telt  it 
to  be  time  to  go.  Then  rising  as  if  for  a  speech,  while  a  '  eyes  were  turned 
up. Ill  him  and  breathless  silence  tilled  the  room,  he  reminded  the  company  that 
there  was  one  t<iast  which,  in  the  generous  e\citeinent  of  the  occasion,  they  had 
fiiigoiten  to  drink,  and  he  begged  leave  to  ])ropose  the  health  of  the  commander  in - 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  I'liiled  States.  The  deep  silein  e  became  deeper. 
None  dared  refuse  the  toast,  '  but  some  merely  raised  their  glasses  to  their  lips, 
while  others  cautiously  put  them  ilown  untouched.'     With  the  politest  of  bows 
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and  .1  sc.ucely  perceptible  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  the  new  commander  of  the 
Northern  arm)  left  the  room,  and  mounted  his  horse  to  start  for  his  liead- 
(piariers  al  Albany. 

"  When  he  got  there,  he  found  neither  troojis,  supi)lies,  nor  eciuiimients  in 
readiness.  Of  the  army  to  which  Buryoyne  had  sturendered,  tlie  militia  had 
long  since  gone  home,  while  most  of  the  regulars  had  been  withdrawn  to  \'alley 
Forge  or  the  highlands  of  the  Hudson.  Instead  of  the  three  thousand  regulars 
wliich  (iates  had  promised,  barely  one  thousand  two  hundred  could  be  found, 
and  these  were  in  no  wise  clothed  or  e(|uip|)ed  for  a  winter  march  through  the 
wilderness.  lieHveen  carousing  and  bai  kbitiug,  the  new  liuartl  of  War  had  no 
time  left  to  attend  to  its  duties.  Not  an  inch  of  the  country  but  was  known  to 
Schuyler,  Lincoln,  and  Arnold,  and  they  assured  Lafayette  that  an  invasion  of 
Canada,  under  the  circumstances;  would  be  worthy  of  Don  (Jiiixole.  In  view 
of  the  French  alliance,  moreover,  the  conquest  of  Canada  had  even  ceased  to 
seem  desirable  to  the  Americans  ;  for  when  peace  should  be  concluded  the 
French  might  insist  ujjon  retaining  it,  in  com])ensati()n  for  their  services.  The 
men  of  New  England  greatly  preferred  Creat  Mritain  to  I'rance  as  a  neighbor, 
and  accordingly  Stark,  with  his  formidable  (Ireen  .Nbiuntain  Ho)s,  felt  no  in- 
terest whatever  in  the  enterprise,  and  not  a  do/.en  volunteers  could  be  got  to- 
gether for  love  or  money.  The  fiasco  was  so  complete,  and  the  silieme  so 
emphatically  condemned  by  public  opinion,  that  Congress  awoke  from  its  in- 
f.ituation.  Lafayette  and  I  )e  Kalb  were  glad  to  return  to  N'alley  Forge.  Con- 
way, who  stayed  behind,  became  indignant  with  Congress  over  some  fancied 
slight,  and  sent  a  conditional  threat  of  resignation,  which,  to  his  unspeakable 
ania/.ement,  w.is  accepted  unconditionally.  In  vain  he  urged  that  he  had  not 
meant  e.vactly  what  he  said,  having  lost  the  nice  use  of  iMiylish  during  his  long 
stay  in  l''raiice.  His  entreaties  and  objurgations  fell  upon  deaf  ears.  In  (!on- 
gress  the  day  of  the  cabal  was  over.  Miftlin  and  Gates  were  removed  from  the 
Board  of  War.  The  latter  was  sent  to  tike  charge  of  the  forts  on  the  Hudson, 
and  cautioned  against  forgetting  that  he  was  to  report  to  the  commander-in- 
chief.  The  cabal  and  its  deeds  having  become  a  subjec  I  of  common  gossip, 
such  friends  as  it  had  mustered  now  began  stoutly  to  deny  their  connection  with 
it.  Conway  himself  was  dangerously  wounded  a  few  months  afterward  in  a 
duel  with  (leneral  ('adwallader,  and,  believing  liimself  to  be  on  liis  deathbed, 
he  wrote  a  very  humble  letter  to  ^\'ashingto^,  expressing  his  sincere  grief  for 
having  ever  done  or  said  anything  with  intent  to  injure  so  great  and  good  a  man. 
I  lis  wound  proved  not  to  be  mortal,  but  on  his  recovery,  finding  himself 
generally  despised  and  shunned,  he  returned  to  France,  and  Anieri(  an  history 
knew  him  no  more. 

"  Had  Lord  Ceorge  Oermaine  been  privy  to  the  secrets  of  the  Conway 
Cabal,  his  hope  of  wearing  out  the  -Vmerican  cause  would  have  been  sensibly 
strengthened.  There  was  really  more  danger  in  such  intrigues  than  in  an  ex- 
hausted treasury,  a  half  starved  army,  and  defeat  on  the  field.  The  people  felt 
it   to  be  so,  and  the  events  of  the  winter  left  a  stain  upon  the  reputation  of  the 
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Coiiiiiieiitiil  Congress  from  wliich  it  never  fully  recovered,  ("orgrt'ss  luiil  al- 
ready lost  the  high  personal  consideration  to  which  it  was  entitled  at  the  onlset. 
Snch  men  as  Franklin,  Washington,  Jefferson,  Henry,  Jay,  and  Knllcdge  wer"? 
now  serving  in  other  capacities.  The  legislatnres  of  the  several  States  alfi  rded 
a  more  promising  career  for  able  men  than  the  Continental  Congress,  which  had 
neither  courts  nor  nianislrales,  nor  any  recognized  |)usition  of  sovereignly. 
The  meetings  of  Congicss  were  often  attended  by  no  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
members.  Curious  sjniptoms  were  visible  whicii  seemed  to  show  tliat  the  senti- 
ment of  union  betwei.u  the  Stales  was  weaker  than  it  had  been  two  years  belnre. 
Instead  of  the  phrase  •  jvonli-  of  the  I'nited  States,'  one  begins,  in  1778,  to 
hear  of  '  inhabitants  of  these  Confederated  States.'  In  the  absence  of  any 
central  sovereignty  which  could  serve  as  the  symbol  of  the  union,  it  began  to 
be  feared  that  the  new  nation  might  after  all  be  comjuered  through  its  lai  k  of 
political  cohesion.  Such  fears  came  to  cloud  the  rejoicings  over  the  viiiory  of 
Saratoga,  as,  at  the  end  of  i  777,  the  Continental  Congress  began  visii)ly  to  lose 
its  place  in  public  esteem,  and  sink,  step  by  stej),  into  the  utter  dcgnul.ition  and 
im[)otence  which  was  to  overwhelm  it  before  another  ten  years  should  have  ex- 
pired. 

"  As  the  defeat  of  the  Conway  Cabal  marked  the  beginning  of  the  decline  of 
Congre.ss,  it  marked  at  the  same  time  the  rise  of  Washington  to  a  higher  place 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  than  he  had  ever  held  before.  As  the  silly  intrigues 
against  him  recoiled  ui)on  tlieir  authors,  men  began  to  reali/e  that  it  was  far 
more  u|)on  his  consuniniale  sagacity  and  unselfish  patriotisni  than  upon  anjlliing 
that  Congress  <  ovdd  do,  that  the  country  rested  its  liopes  of  success  in  the  great 
enterprise  whii  li  it  had  nnderlaken.  As  the  luiUity  of  Congress  made  it  ever- 
more apparent  that  the  country  as  a  whole  was  without  a  government,  Washing- 
ton stood  forth  mure  and  more  conspicuously  as  tlie  living  synil)cil  of  the  union 
of  the  States.  In  liim  and  his  work  were  centred  the  conmion  hopes  and  the 
conmion  interests  of  all  the  American  jieople.  There  was  no  need  of  ( lolhing 
him  with  exlr.iordinary  powers.  During  the  last  years  of  the  war  he  came, 
through  sheer  weight  of  personal  character,  to  wield  an  intlueuce  like  that  which 
Periklcs  had  wielded  over  the  Athenians.  He  was  all  powerful  because  he  was 
'  lust  in  tiie  hearts  of  his  conntrvmen.'  I'cw  men,  siu<e  history  beuaii,  had 
ever  occupied  so  lol'ty  a  position  ;  none  ever  made  a  more  disinterested  use  of 
power.  His  arduous  lal)ors  taught  him  to  apjireciale,  belter  than  anyone  else, 
the  weakness  entailed  upon  the  countr)-  by  tlie  want  of  a  sl.dile  central  govern- 
ment. Hut  when  the  war  was  over,  and  the  political  problem  c.nne  into  the  tore- 
ground,  instead  of  using  this  knowledge  to  make  hiuiself  persouallv  indispen- 
sable to  the  country,  he  bent  all  theweigiit  of  his  <  luuac  ter  anil  e\pcrieiice 
toward  sei  uring  the  adoption  of  snch  a  federal  constitution  as  should  in.ike  any- 
thing like  a  dictatorship  forever  nimecessaiy  and  impossible." 
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Dr.    lJcpL-»-    11,    his   masicrly  oration  .Iclivercd   m    front   of   the    Sii',treisiirv 
biiililini,'  at  Nun-  York,  s.iid  :  ' 

'•  U-e  ..-dchrate  to-.lay  the  Centenary  of  our  National, ly.     One  hundred  ^c  ns 
ago  the   L  n,te,l   States   began  their  existence.      The  powers  of  uovernmeni  wete 
assun,e.l    by  the    people   of   the    republi.-.  and    thev  beean.e  the  sole  source  of 
a.it  u.nty.      '1  he  se.lenn,   cere„,onial  of  the  llrsl  inauguration,  the  reveieud  oath 
of  Uashmgton,  the  acclann  of  the  nudtitude  greeting  the.r  iVesi.leul,  .narked 
tie  niost  nnupie  event  in  inclern  times  in  the  development  of  free  institutions 
I  he  occasion  was  not  an  acndent,  but  a  result.      It  was  the  culmination  of  th'e 
working  out  of  mighty  forces   through    many  centuries   of  the   problen,  of  self- 
government.      It  was  not   the  triumph  of  ,  systen,.  the  application  of  a  theory 
or  the  re,  union  to  practice  of  the  abstractions  of  philosophv.      The  time    -he 
coinury,  the  heredity,  and  environment  of  the  people,  the  tolly  of  i,s  eiu.im'es. 
ami  the  noble  courage  of  its  friend,  gave  to  libertv  after  a.es  o,  .lefea,    of  ,ri  d 
of  exp.u.meiit,  of  partial  success,  ami   of  substantial  gains,  this   imnulrtal   vic^ 
ot) .      Heucetor  h  it  had  a  refuge  and  recrnitin,  station.     The  oppressed  found 
ree   homes  ,„  this  lavored   lan.l,  and  invisible  armies  marched  ,1,  it  by  m 
atul  .legraph,  by  speech  and  song,  by  precept  and  example,  to  regenenUe  the 

"  I'uritans  in  New  Knglan.l,  Dutchn.en  in  New  V,ak,  Catholics  in  Marylaiul 
Huguenots  ,n  South  Caroli...  ha.I  telt  the  tires  of  persecution  aiul  were  we  11  d 
o  religious  liberty.     They  had  been  purilied  in  the  .nrna.e,and  in  high  d       te 

rl   thur  lues  h.r  human  right.s.      The  principles  of  constitutional  government 
I'-'  '--   nnp.essed  upon  them  by  hundreds  of  years  of  struggle,  an.l  fo 

M      -the  limnations  o,  authority,  they  could   ple.ige   their  lives  i  .1  ,br- 
n^^s  to  resist  encroachments  upon   their  riglus,  but   it  required  the  lesson  of 
I  ....  massacres,  the  invasion  of  the  armies  of  France  from  (  ana.la.  th  ^  ,     - 
o     .    e  brins     crown,  ,he  seven  veatV  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  t    e   h  '  ve 

of  ehaos  of  the  coidVderation  to  ev e  the  idea,  upon  whi,!    rest  t   ",       e     i  d 

peruKmency  o,   the  republic,  that  liberty  and  uniol  are  one  and  \:!::XZ 

Mou  ,  learly  thai,  any  statesuK.n  of  ,he  period,  did  Thomas  Jefirson  .nsn 

P       '^o^s  of  caste.     It  inspired  l„m  to  write  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
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hut  it  iii'rsn;i(lf<l  liiin  to  (liitihi  the  wisildin  (if  ihf  powers  (oiise(  rated  in  tlie  Coii- 
slitutioii.  In  his  passionate  l(i\e  of  hheily,  lie  liec  ,inie  intenselv  jeahnis  of 
antholily.  lie  (leslr.ived  the  sulistani  <■  ol  loy.il  preiof^alive,  hut  never  escaped 
from  its  slia(h)\v.  lint  lie  would  h.ive  the  St.ites  as  the  guardians  ol  ])opular 
iif;hts  and  the  harriers  against  centrali/atioii,  and  he  saw  in  the  growing  power 
of  the  nation  ever  iiit  reasing  eix  ii>a(  hnieiits  upon  the  rights  ol  the  piople. 
I'or  the  su(i;ess  of  the  pure  deiiioerae\  which  must  piceecU'  presidents  and  (alii- 
nels  and  congresses,  it  waspeiliaps  providential  that  its  apostle  iii'ver  believed 
a  great  peo|)le  could  grant  and  still  retain,  could  gi\e  and  al  will  lec  laini,  ccHild 
delegate  and  yet  linnly  hold  the  autlioritv  which  ultimately  ( lealed  the  power 
of  their  repuhlic  and  enlarged  the  scope  of  their  own  liherly. 

" 'i'he  (ioveninu.-nt  of  the  Kepulilic  by  a  Congress  (jf  Slates,  a  l)iplomalic 
Convention  of  the  ambassadors  of  petty  commonwealths,  alter  sev  n  )ears'  trial, 
was  falling  asunder,  'riireatened  with  civil  war  among  its  members,  iiisiirie(  lion 
and  l.iulessiiess  rile  within  the  States,  foreign  commerce  ruined  and  internal 
trade  par.d)v.e(l,  its  currency  worthless,  its  merchants  bankrupt,  its  laniis  mort- 
g.iged,  its  markets  closed,  its  labor  uneinplojed,  it  was  like  a  helpless  wreck 
upon  the  ocean,  tossed  about  by  the  tides  and  ica<l\  to  be  engiil|ilieil  in  the 
storm.  Washington  gave  the  warning  and  <  .died  lor  a<  tioii,  It  was  a  vcuce 
atrnsionuMl  to  command,  but  now  entreating.  Tin-  response  ol  the  ( duiitry  was 
the  Conxention  of  17.S7,  at  riiil.ulelphia.  The  Declaration  of  independeni  e 
was  but  the  veslihiile  of  the  temple  which  this  illustrious  assembly  erected.  With 
no  successful  |)rece<lents  to  guide,  it  auspiciously  worked  out  the  problem  of 
coiistitnlioiial  government,  and  of  imperial  power  and  home  rule,  supplementing 
each  other  in  promoting  the  grandeur  of  the  nation,  and  proiuoling  the  liberty 
of  the  individual. 

"The  Constitution,  which  was  to  be  strengthened  by  the  strain  of  a  century, 
to  be  a  mighty  coiupieror  without  a  subject  province,  to  triumphantly  survive  the 
greatest  of  civil  wars  without  the  coiifis(  atioii  of  an  estate  or  the  execution  of  a 
political  offender,  to  create  and  grant  home  rule  and  state  sovereignty  to  twenty- 
nine  additional  commonwealths,  and  yet  enlarge  its  scope  and  broaden  its 
]>ower  and  to  make  the  name  of  an  American  citizen  a  title  of  honor  tliroughoiit 
the  world,  came  com|)lete  from  this  great  Convention  for  adojuion  by  the  jieojile. 
As  Hancock  rose  from  his  sc-at  in  the  old  Congress,  eleven  years  before, 
Franklin  saw  emblazoned  on  the  b.u  k  of  the  I'lesident's  chair  the  sun  p.irlly 
above  the  hori/011,  hut  it  seemed  selling  in  a  blood  red  sky.  During  the  seven 
ye.irs  of  the  ccuifederation  he  had  gathered  no  hope  from  tlie  glittering  emblem, 
but  now  as  with  clear  visicui  he  beheld  li\e(l  npon  etcnial  foundations  the  eii- 
chiring  structure  of  constitutional  liberu.  pointing  to  the  sign,  he  forgot  his 
eighty  two  years,  and  with  the  enthusiasm  of  youth  electrified  the  Convention 
with  the  declaration  :      '  Now  I  know  that  il  is  the  rising  sun.' 

"  The  pride  of  the  Slates  and  the  aml)iiion  of  their  leaders,  seclional  jealousies, 
and  the  overwhelming  distrust  of  centralized  power  were  all  arrayed  against  the 
adoption  of  the  (Constitution. 
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S  c  CSS  .       ,i„c  „,  con,„lc„.:c.  h,  U-.slnn,.o„  and  ,|,e  ,.ni„s  of  AU..,„ln 

Knn.l.on.     Jclfcrs.,.,   w.,s  .h.  ,„s,Mr.U,on  of  in.lcpcn.lcMcc.   l.n,   11.,,, „   „„ 

.1.C  ,nc.r,KU.o„  u.  ,l,c  (■o„s.uuno„.     1„  „.  ,,, „,,  ,.„^  „,,.„.  ^ 

a  more-  ,.,cro,:,o„s  or   .>„.x,n«  ,nlc.)li«c.n.:c   ,lun,    lla,,,,!.,,,',      At    ...■„    n",   he 

'Y'"'  ';""'•  •""'    ''-"-"^yM..,„was.a„.la,u..al,u„.l,.,l,..,„s,.. Z 

-      1  ;.l.    .s  an    ..M,o,,,,,ln-   o,    .Ik-    ,„„„ .pl.s  a„d  a„  a.h,,,,,,.,,,,,,.  „,   ,l,e 
...   .      ..ov..,n„K.„t    l,c  s,a„ds  sn,,,.,.,.  and   nn„vallc.d  in  An,..,-,..,,  |„s,o,- 

II  s      lo.,   a,cc  .as  so  ,..a«n..„.-,   lus  lan^naK,.  m-  <  l.ar,  and  Ins  ,vas.,n,n,  so    ,  !' 

::i^:c=';;;:^:-;::r;:;:::::;;:-"-'-- ' "-- 

■'lint   ,1.  ,nuln,nd..s  u  h,„„   „„  ,,„„,„„„  ,,„„,,,  ;„„^,.,„  ^ 

U   .,Knvn- and  c..n,,al,..,|, ,,,.....,,, lu.,-ons,,tu,n.n,nndna,,o.lK.,,,a,,L 

the  Sons  of  J  ,b,.,,v.  ■  ,  '    '"'''  J"'"''  '■^""'''  "'^'  ^'''l^'  '<'^"l>''-  «'f 

I  t.nst  nntho.ity  so  n,or,nons.'      •  Uash,ng,on  w,ll  U-  l'nsid..nt.'  was  the  h„,le 

-t'  Th.  •,: :    :,'"";:  •"  '^t^-  "■  >"'-"^  ~  >-  -,i  .an.., 

i^ni'  in  (naiKl    I'y  Ins  exert, oils  to  prt-vpnl    as  he  sii.l     .  ii  ..    i 
<  hne  of  oiir  Fficril   ill,F,,M„  i.,i      ■     ■        ■  >-'^ '".  -'s  nt  said,  '  the  de- 
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cal  skill,  .ihilities,  ;m(l  iiK  liiiiitioii,  wliii  h  ,in'  iicci'ss.iiy  to  iiuiiuigt'  tin-  lulm.' 
His  whole  life  IkkI  iit'cii  s|)iMit  in  rcpciitcd  sad  ilkus  for  his  i:oiiiiH  y's  wiU.ire, 
ami  he  (lid  not  lusiljle  now,  though  there  is  an  undertone  of  inexinessiblc  s,id 
ness  in  this  entry  in  his  diary  on  the  night  of  his  de|iartine :  '  About  ten  o'c  h^i  k 
I  hade  adieu  to  Mount  \ernon,  to  (irivate  life,  and  to  donusiie  felii  ily,  and 
with  a  mind  o])|)ressed  with  more  anxious  sensations  than  I  have  words  to  (a 
press,  set  out  lor  New  \'oik  with  tlie  best  disi)osition  to  render  ser\  ice  to  niy 
country  in  obedieiue  lo  its  call,  but  with  less  hope  of  answering  its  expecta- 
tions.' 

"  No  cDiiipieror  was  ever  accorded  such  a  triumph,  no  ruler  ever  receiveil  such 
a  welcome.  In  this  memorable  march  of  six  da\s  to  the  I'apital,  it  w.is  the 
pride  of  States  to  accompany  him  with  the  masses  of  the  peojile  to  their  bord- 
ers, that  the  citizens  of  the  next  commonwealth  might  escort  him  through  its 
territor)'.  It  was  the  glory  of  cities  tu  receive  him  with  every  civic  honor  at 
their  gales,  and  entertain  him  as  the  saviour  ot  their  liberties,  lie  rode  under 
triumphal  arches  from  whi(  li  (  hildrcn  lowered  laurel  wreaths  upon  his  brow. 
The  roadways  were  strewn  with  llowers,  and  as  they  were  crushed  beneath  his 
horse's  hoofs  their  sweet  iiKense  wafted  to  heaven  the  ever-asieiuling  players 
of  liis  loving  countrymen  for  his  lile  and  safety.  The  swelling  anthem  of  grati- 
tude and  reverence  greeted  ami  followe<l  him  along  the  country  side  and 
through  the  crowded  streets:  "Long  live  (leorge  Washington  !  Long  live  the 
F'ather  of  his  people  !  ' 

"  His  entry  into  New  York  was  worthy  of  the  city  and  state.  lie  was  met 
by  the  chief  officers  of  the  retiring  Government  of  the  country,  by  the  (lovernor 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  whole  population.  This  su])erb  harbor  was  alive 
with  Heels  an<l  flags,  and  the  ships  of  other  nations,  with  salutes  from  their  guns 
and  cheers  of  their  crews,  added  to  the  joyous  acclaim.  Hut  as  the  captains 
who  had  asked  the  privilege,  bending  proudly  to  their  oars,  rowed  the  Presi- 
dent's barge  swiftly  through  these  inspiring  scenes,  Washington's  mind  and 
heart  were  full  of  reminiscence  and  foreboding.  , 

"  He  had  visited  New  York  thirty-three  years  before,  also  in  the  month  of 
April,  in  the  full  perfection  of  his  early  manhood,  fresh  from  Hraddock's  bloody 
field,  and  wearing  the  only  laurels  of  the  battle,  bearing  the  projjhetic  blessing 
of  the  venerable  President  Davies  of  Princeton  College  as  '  That  heroic  youth. 
Colonel  Washington,  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  i'rovidence  has  hitherto  jjreserved 
in  so  signal  a  manner  for  some  important  service  to  the  country.'  It  was  a  lair 
daughter  of  our  state  whose  smiles  allnied  him  here,  and  whose  coy  ( onfession 
that  her  heart  was  another's  recorded  his  only  failure  and  saddened  his  depar- 
ture. Twenty  years  passed,  and  he  stood  before  the  New  York  Congress,  on 
this  very  spot,  the  unanimously  chosen  Commander-in  chief  of  the  Continental 
Army,  urging  the  people  to  more  vigorous  measures,  and  made  painfully  aware 
of  the  increased  desperation  of  the  strugL;le,  from  the  aid  to  be  given  to  the 
enemy  bv  domestic  sym]jathi/ers,  when  he  knew  thai  the  same  local  military 
company  which   escorted   him   was  to   perform   the  like  service  for  the  Hritish 
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tl.c   <.,t)    l,e   MtM   sNunncT.   he  ex.cute.l   the   relre.t   Inm,   I.on,-  I.lan.l.  whirl, 
secMcl    ,.o,n    iTceruk   .he  Ceut   ,he   o,.,nion  ,h.,  a  ^reat  .t„nnKU    e 
Weare.I,an,     a,    l,,„le,n    Mcigh.s   he  won   ,he  llrs,   AnuTiean   vie.o,,      f    j ' 
Rt-vohmoM    .vh,.  h  Kave  that  cunlklenee  „,  our  rau  re.  rni.s  against  ,h    f„os 
veterans  of  ,..„n.„e  which  can.e.l  our  ar.ny  triu.nphau.lv  tiuou'h  t   e      ,r      Si 
years   n,ore  o,   un,,,l,l   suftV.rin«s.  of  free.u«   an.l  ..arvn^   .ai.ps.  of      arch 
over  the  sn,nv  l,y  barefoote.l  sohliers  to  heroic  attack  au.l  spleull  vi. 
J^^spa.r  ,vnh  an    ,n,pai.l   arn,y,  an,l   of  hope   fron,   ,he   gene  ous   ass'' 
Prance,  an.    peace  ha.l  con,e  au.l   nuiependeu.-e  trnuuphetl ,      As  the  1  s         ,i  , 
o    the  ,nva.l,ng   anny  en.l.arks.  Washington,  at   the   La.l   of  ,he   pa    i  ,        " 
Uers   ,   e  c„y.  recenes  the  wei.-on.e  and  gratitn.le  of  its  people    a        i     ,   ^ 
tav  rn  winch  t.ces  us  across  the  way.  in  silence  more  elo.p.eu    than  s         h        ,^ 
w.th  te..s  wh,..h  choKe  the  words,  he  l.i.ls  l^newell  loreve    ,o  Ins    '  ,  i, 

.1    1789  !)  Ins  appr.,a,  h  to  New  ^  „,k.     [int  the  future  ha.l  none  .,f  the  snlendo 
o    prec.e.ieut  and   brilliance  of  pr„u.,se  which  have  since  at.en.lc,  t       i         ^ 
o    of  our  prcsHlents.     An  ,n„rie,l  schen,e.  a,l.,pted  tnainly  I.e.  ause  its  a.h^ 
stK„u,n  was  ,„  he  conh.lc.I  ,0  iu„,  .,,s  to  he  pu,  iu  praciice.      Ife  ku       t     t 
be  was  to  he  uu-t  at  every  step  of  .  ...titutional  progress  by  facti.u.s  Lmpl    i 
-she,l  n,to  unanimity  by  the  terrible  n.r.e  of  the  tMal  wl  whid^'"':"     ' 

;;:   '"/"^  ^'-'f-'^  -•  '-t  nercely  hostne  ,  cpK.stions  a^       '         ^ 

power  of  ,,  t.onahty  an.l  the  existence  of  the  Fe.ieral  Government  ' 

mil   Ideal  of  the  event,  he  became  himself  the  event       One  hunrl,,.,!  . 

J,.,Uy  ,„e  „„„,„■ r  f,„,., „ ,,  .,,  .,;,  J„       "      ;    ' 

.  c  «,e„e.  .,,,,1  ,„,,.,„,„ ,i„ hi,,,.  „„r,l»    fr  „; 

"",','""  ',""■' 'T'"' "" '"""«"• ""»' ''"' -'"■■" '» '"     ■ 

.'el,,,'-'  ;'"     ■", "'" ''  «""'«  "  '■"''"  ""'"'  '-■'  '!.•  '•■<»,.     I, 


;r^   f  T 


It  I' 


•IVi 


A  (lonciiir.n  of  m'asiii.sotox 


h 


Kim.s,  .111(1  li.iroii  Sk'iihrn.  Hut  wc  Ijclit'vc  IIkU  niiuiiij,'  llie  ii)visil)le  host  above 
him,  ai  the  supreme  iiivUiii'Mt  of  ll)C  ciiltninau  'ii  in  |H-rinaiK.Mit  triiipi|)li  of  the 
tluius.iiuls  ol  years  <if  stnifjgic  for  self  gDveriiiiieiU  "ere  the  spirits  of  the  scjUliers 
of  the  Kcviihiiion  who  had  <liecl  liiat  their  countrymen  niiglit  enjoy  tliis  blessed 
(lay,  and  wilh  ihem  were  the  l)aroMS  of  Isuiineyinede  and  William  the  Silent,  and 
Sydney  and  Rnssell,  and  t'romwell  and  llanipden,  and  the  heroes  and  martyrs 
of  liberty  of  every  ra(  e  and  age. 

"  As  he  tame  forward  the  nnillilude  in  the  streets,  in  the  windows,  and  on  the 
roofs,  sent  up  siieh  a  ra]itiir()iis  shout  that  Washington  sat  down  overcome  wilh 
emotion,  lie  slowly  rose  and  his  tall  and  majcstie  form  ayaiii  ajipcarcd,  the 
people  deejily  aflecled,  in  awed  silence  viewed  the  scene.  'i'he  i  hancellor 
solennily  read  to  him  the  oath  of  oflice,  and  Washington,  re|)eating,  said;  '  I 
do  solemnly  swiwr  th.it  I  will  faitht'iiUy  e.xecule  the  office  of  ['resident  ui  ihe 
I'liiled  States,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  ])reserve,  jjroted,  and  defend 
the  Constiluiion  of  the  I'niled  Slates.'  'I'lien  he  reverently  bent  low  and  kissed 
the  liible,  utlennt;  wilh  profound  emotion,  '  So  hclpmc,  Ciod.'  'i'hi' chancellor 
waved  his  robes  and  shouted,  '  It  is  done  ;  long  live  Cieorge  Washinuioii,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  !  '  '  Long  live  Cieorge  \\  ashinglon,  our  fust  Presi- 
dent! '  was  the  answering  cheer  of  the  people,  and  from  the  belfries  rang  the 
bells,  and  iVoin  forts  and  shijjs  thundered  tlie  cannon,  e(  hoing  and  repeating  the 
cry  with  respcjiiding  acclaim  all  over  the  land,  '  Long  live  (leorge  Washiiiglon, 
{'resident  of  the  United  States  !  ' 

"  'i'he  simple  and  imposing  ceremony  over,  the  inaugural  read,  the  blessing 
of  God  jiraycrfiilly  petitioned  in  old  St.  Paul's,  the  festivities  passed,  and  Wash- 
ington stooil  alone.  No  one  else  could  take  the  helm  of  state,  and  enthusiast 
and  doubter  alike  trusted  only  him.  The  teachings  and  habits  of  the  past  had 
educated  the  people  to  faith  in  the  indeiiendence  of  their  States,  and  for  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  new  f'rovermnent  there  stood  against  the  jireccdent  of  a 
century  and  the  ))assi()ns  of  the  hour  little  besides  the  arguments  of  Hamilton, 
Madison,  ,ind  Jay  in  the  Federalist,  and  the  judgment  of  Washington.  Wilh 
the  first  attem|)t  to  exercise  national  power  began  the  duel  to  the  death  between 
State  Sovereignty  claiming  the  right  to  nullify  Federal  ;.-ws  or  secede  from  the 
Union,  and  the  power  of  the  republic  to  connnand  the  resources  of  the  country, 
to  enforce  its  authority,  and  to  protect  its  life.  It  was  tlie  beginning  of  Ihesi.xty 
years'  war  for  the  Constitution  of  the  nation.  It  seared  consciences,  degraded 
jjolitics,  destroyed  parties,  ruined  statesmen,  and  retarded  the  advance  and  de- 
velopment of  the  country  ;  it  sacrifK  ed  hundreds  of  thousands  of  jirecioiis  lives, 
and  S(Hian(lered  thousands  of  millions  of  money,  it  desolated  the  fairest  portion 
of  the  land  and  carried  mourning  into  every  home  north  and  south  ;  but  it  ended 
at  .\ppomattox  in  the  absolute  triumph  of  the  republic. 

"  Posterity  owes  to  Washington's  administration  the  policy  and  measures,  the 
force  and  direction  which  made  possible  this  glorious  result.  Upon  tlie  plan 
marked  out  by  the  Constitution,  this  great  architect,  wuih  unfailing  faith  and 
unfaltering  courage,  builded   the   republic.     He  gave  to  the  Covermneiit   the 
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l.r.i.ni)lcs  of  action  a„.l  sources  u(  puvvcT  wl>i.  h  .  ..nit-.l  i.  succ.s.fully  ,h,„„<,l, 
tl.c  w,.rs  wuh  Cca.   J'.n.ain  ,„  ,8..,  and  Mexico  in  ,848,  which  cnalLl  Ja,  k 
snn   In  dctcal   M,.il,l,cation   and   arruited   and   cinii.,,....!   u.illions    of  nicn  U,r 
and  siistaiiii'il  liiu  i'r.,.a. ,.„.,>; •  ■' 


si>n 
I 


■■..   .-    w.,..   .nunu.anon   anu   arruited   and   c.ii,i|.i..Ml   u.illions    of  men  lur 
-incoln,  an,!  jusi.licd  and  sustained  his  I'roclan.ation  ol  Kman,  ipaiion 

■•  No  man  ever  stood   lor  so  „,„eh  to  his  eonntry  and  to  n,a,.kn,d  as  (leoP.e 
Washington.      Ilamdion.  Je/feison,  and   Adams.  Mad.son  and  Jay,  each  rena- 

bodied  them  all.  i  ,ey  ,ell  at  tunes  under  popular  disapproval,  were  hurned  11, 
e%,  were  s.one.l  hut  he  with  unerring  judgment  was  always  the  leader  ol  the 
people.     Milton  said  of  Cromwell,  Mhat  war  nude  hi„.  great,  peace  greUer  ■ 

1.  o  n„o  of  our  (.overnmeiu  and  in  putting  ,t  on  in.lestrt.c.ible  foundations 
tlKii.   m    lea.lmg   armies   to   victory  and   <on,nie.in,r   ,l„.   i,,,! > .-  ,: 


of   his 


than   in    leading   anni.s   to   victory  and   conquering   the   independence  ol    Ins 
omif).  he   Ln.on  ,n  any  event,'  is  the  .  eiitral  though,  of  his  farewell  ad- 

p;:::;i^^^ 

cai.cd  at  the   ass  of  the  empire  in  the  west  by  follies  which  even  his  power  and 
eloquence   could   not  prevent.      I'nt   saw  the  vast   creations  of  his    linlo  n 

c       .r>  !       Napoleo.,  cau.se.l  a  noble  tribute  to  Washington   to  be  read  at  the 

v^^tnic :;;:::', :"  ""''"^  •" "'-  •"  ^^ -"-k'--^  «-'"-,  witnessed 

anb   ,0,      n.l    pnde,  crumble  into  fragments,  an.i  an  e.xile  an.l  a  prisoner  he 
brea  bed   his   last   babbling  of  battlefields  and  carnage.      Hut  Washi  g  "  "■,  h 
■"s  (niger  upon  his  pulse,  felt  the  presence  of  death    and,  calmly  revt' vi L 
P-  an,l  lorecasting  the  luture,  answered  to  the  summons  of  the  ^il™;     g  ^ 
It   IS  «c  1     aiul  as  his  mighty  soul  ascende.l  to  Co.l  the  lan.l  was  deluded  with 
tears  and  ,e  world  united  in  his  eulogy.      Hlot  out  from  the  page  o f     s ^  '     t 
-ines  o   all  the  great  aCors  of  his  tune  ,n  the  drama  of  natio  s  tnd     '^  ^ 
tame  ol  Washington,  and  that  country  will  be  renowned.- 

CiiALNcKv  Mnciiii  1.  Dm'kw. 


WAMllXC/roN's    lli;.\hnrAkTi:i<s    at   ni.wiuk,;„ 

on''he  'l';:':'""7^^''  ^-^■'-■«''  P— ts  a  great  point  of  attraction  to  to.insts 
on  the   Hmlson  during  t!,e  summer  season,     it  is  a  rather  snrdi    ,  1,1  f  . 

Dutch  house.  , routing  the  river,  and  now  belongs  ^        ^  ^  ;  t^tTt 
having  come  into  possession  by  foreclosure  of  a  ntrtgage      it  is  n  cl  le    ,  il 
authorities  at  Newburgh,  and  has  been  thoroughlyLp    red      „     h     i 
taken   to   pre.rve  the  ancient  ..m  of  every     arj  iS  Z^'TV'Z 

e   icateci  to  te  public  service  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  on  ,"         o,  J 
.8,0.  when  ^ia,or.(;eneral  Winheld  Scott,  who  was  present,  U.^Ji',         '^ 


im 


^. 


I 


254 


A  i;i)i>iiiii.i)  (ir  w  isiii.\<,iti.\ 


; 


tan  ll.ii;  iipun  a  lofty  stall"  lli.ii  liail  just  Ik-cii  cnitid  iifar.      At  the  fuut  nl   iliat 
llagstalV,  llie  last  survivor  of  Washington's  lifeguard  is  inicrrcil. 

The  front  door  of  this  mansion  opens  into  a  large  s(|iiaro  room,  whuli  was 
used  by  Washington  for  his  ptdilic  audience,  and  as  a  dining  hall,      h  is  nin.iik 
alile   for  having  seven  doors,  and  only  one  window.      In  the  Dccenilur  nund'cr 
of  the   '•  New   \  cuk    Mirror,"  for    1^54,  is   an    interesting    .leeouia    nl   this   >ild 
hnildnig,  by  duli.in  C  ^'crplal'tk,  llsq.      He  rel.ites  the  luilowing  anecdote  enn- 


>■■    II 
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WASHINGTON'S    !  (KADQUARTICRS.  Ncwlnirf;li,   N.    Y. 

iiectcd  with  this  room,  which  he  reeeued  from  Coloiu'l  Nu  hol.is  I'ish  (father  of 
the  late  Govenior  of  the  Slate  of  Nivv  N  oik  ). 

"Just  before  I..if.iyeUe's  de.itli,  hiniseif  .nid  the  Amciii.ni  .Mnr.sler.  with 
several  of  his  ccnntryinen,  were  nivitcd  to  dine  ii  ihe  lu)nse  of  the  disliiiguished 
Frenchman,  .Marbois,  who  w.is  ihe  hrench  Set  tei.irx-  of  Legation  here  during  the 
Revolution.  .\t  the  supper  liour  tlie  cump.oiy  were  shown  into  .1  room  which 
contrasted  tjuite  oddly  with  the  I'.insian  eleg.uice  of  the  other  .ip.irlments  where 
tliey  had  spent  the  evening.  .\  low,  boari'.ed,  p.unted  ceiling,  with  large  be.nns, 
a  single  sin.dl,  uncurtained  windon,  wiih  numerous  small  doors,  as  well  as  the 
general  style  of  ihe  whole,  gave,  at  lirsi,  the  iile.i  of  the  kitchen,  or  largest  room 
of  a  Uiitcli  or  Belgian  farmhouse.  ( )n  a  rough  table  w.\s  a  re]visi.  just  as  liiile 
in  keeping  with  the  rei'med  kitchens  o',  I'.iris  as  the  rooinu.iswiih  its  .irihi 
lecture.  It  consisted  of  a  large  dish  o'"  meal,  uncouth  looking  pastry,  and  wine 
in  decanters  and  bottles,  accomiiaiovd  by  glass  and  silver  mugs,  such  as  in- 
dicated  other   habit.s  and   t.isies   ih.  n   those  of  moilern   I'.iris.      '  1  )o  yoti  know 


where  w,.  „.nvare''  sai,!  the  h..st  to  l.aC.yelt..  ,„ul  liis  omipanions,  Th,.y 
|)aiisal  („r  a  lew  inonu-i.ls  n,  surprise.  They  had  see.,  s..n)ething  like  this  he 
ore,  hut  when  and  where?  'Ah!  the  seven  doors  an.l  one  window.'  saul 
I..dayette,  'and  the  sdver  ,  amp  p.l'h'ls.  su.h  as  tlie  niarshals  ol  Fraiiee  used 
M.  n,y  youth:  Ue  are  at  Washington's  headquarlets  „n  the  Hudson,  hllv 
years  ago  '  '  " 
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"In  the  atitumii  df  iViSi,"  writes  I,,  li.  I'roctDr,  "  Washington  while  on  a 
tour  ot  military  in^iict'tion,  accompanied  l>y  l.afayeUe,  Kisciiiszko,  llamilloii, 
Steuben,  Generals  Knox  and  (Ireene,  visited  Albany.  'I'hey  were  reeei\ed  by 
the  maynr,  Abraham  Ten  liroeck,  and  the  common  council  at  the  faniuus  tavern 
of  lliijih  Dennitson,  tlien  staiuling  on  the  nortliwest  corner  of  Heaver  and  (ireeii 
streets.  Here  W'.ishington  and  his  associates  were  tendered  the  freedom  of  the 
I  ity  with  imposinL;  '.eremonies.  In  the  evening  they  were  entertamed  at  the 
Schuyler  mansion  with  an  elegance  nid  grace  worthy  of  the  occ.ision  and  the 
illustrious  chieltains,  by  their  gallant  hi  st  anil  accomplished  hostess. 

"The  next  year  Washington  again  visited  Albany  ;  this  time  accumpanied 
only  by  his  aides  He  was  again  tendered  the  freedom  of  the  city,  at  the  Den- 
iiiston  hotel,  by  the  mayor,  John  Jacob  l.eekman.  He  spent  the  succeeding 
evening  in  consultation  with  General  Sch'ijkf,  at  his  mansion  house,  where  he 
spent  the  night." 
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Tin:  MARQUIS  ni    l.A  IvWKT'rE 

.7  I'li-iuh  Soliiin-  ,ni,/ SUU,-sm,in 
"IM  the  year  ,730  there  appeami  „,   I'ans  a  l.iilc  v.,Inme  entuie<i,  ■  I'hilo- 

;'lt  was  written  by  Voltaire,  who  was  then  tlnr.y-s.x  years  of  a.e   and  con- 

INrpusus,  as   xVw   York   „ow   ,s   from  Calcutta;  so  that  when  Volla  re  told  his 
ou„try,.,en  of  the  freedom  that  preva,l.d  in  Kngland.-o,  the  toler     ce     v 
o  rehg.ous  sc...s.-_of  the  honors  paul  to  tnuuled  ,nerU,-of  Xe^.ton,  bun 

!Ts:;n ;  1  ^^^'  ^?"  """"^^  "«^"  '"'""'-"^  ^^"••'--  ^—  .. "',: 

an.  b.,tt  la,n,l,ar  w.th  prnne  n.inisters,_and  of  the  general  liberty  rmniness 
and  abundance  of  the  kingdo,n,_France  listened  u,  ^u,nder  as  to  m,  :  ' 
Mon       Ihe   work   was,  of  course,  immediately    placed    ,n,der   the    ba      I  e 

"This^  was   the  beginning  of  the  movement  which  produced    at  length    the 
French  i  evolut.on  of  .,^,,  .„d  which  will  -  ontnn.e  unil  France  tet^Uv^ 

T^:^zr::ir''''T- '  ^^«^"'  -'  ^"^  "'«■-■  "--^  ^^  - 

P'c  at   that   day  n  ,.t  more  than  one-thir.l  of  the  French  conM  reul  n  -,11  ■ 

.»i™L^r:::;;;L^:r";r"'"'''''"'^'™'- ' '■-■ 

."  ^'^^^J::^:£X^^ ,;;  ?'- •■"■;• ^ »■ 

ill  tlH'  armv       At  ih,.  ,    .    f       1"^""^^   ''  "h  blood,  and  ac.epied  a  commissi.,!, 
whose  rv    i    le  1     '    ''' TT""-  '"'  "'^'^  ""'■'■''^''  '"  "'^  ''-^''--  '"•  ^'  ''"^e. 

"Ihe  American   Revolution  broke  out.     In  common  w„h  all  the  high  born 
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republicans  of  ilic  time,  his  heart  warmly  csj)  iiisi'il  the  c-aiise  of  llie  rcvohcd 
(,\ih)iiii's,  and  lie  imincdia'ciy  < oiiccivcil  the  i),(ije(t  of  going  to  Ameriia  aiul 
llghliiig  iiiulcr  licr  h, inner.  I'c  was  scarcely  .lineieen  years  of  age  when  he 
sought  a  secret  interview  with  Silas  I  >eane,  the  Ai  lencan  envoy,  and  olfertMl  his 
services  to  t!ongriss.      Mr.   Deane,  it  a|i|)ears,  iibj.'cted  to  his  yonth. 

"  '  When,'  said  he,  '  I  presented  lo  the  envoy  my  boyish  face,  I  spoke  moie 
of  mv  ardor  in  tiie  cause  than  of  my  experi'Mce  ;  but  I  dwell  miiih  upon  the 
effect  my  de|)arlnre  would  excite  in  l''r:'iice,  and  he  signed  our  mutual  agreement.' 

"  His  inlention  was  concealed  bom  his  fanidy  and  from  all  his  friends  except 
two  or  three  conridanls.  W'li'lt  he  was  making  preparations  for  his  departure, 
most  dislressing  and  alarming  news  came  Irom  .America,  — the  retreat  iVom  Long 
Islaiul,  the  loss  of  New  \'ork,  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  and  the  retreat  through 
New  Jersey.  The  .\niiiir.in  lorces,  it  was  said,  reduced  t(j  a  disheartened  band 
of  three  thousand  nnlilia,  were  pursued  by  a  iriuniphant  army  of  thirty  three 
thousand  Vaiglish  and  Hessians.  The  credit  of  the  L'oloniesat  i'arissiink  lothe 
lowest  ebb,  and  sunie  nf  the  .\uiericans  themselves  coilftssed  to  l.a  I'ayetle  that 
they  were  discouraged,  and  persuaded  him  to  abandon  his  jjtoject.  lie  said  to 
Mr.  heaiie:  '  Until  now,  sir,  you  have  only  seen  my  ariloi  in  your  cause,  and 
that  mav  not  at  preseiil  prove  whollv  useless.  I  shall  purchase  a  ship  lo  carry  out 
your  officers.  We  must  feel  cniilidence  in  ihe  fiilure;  and  it  is  espei  lall)  in  the 
hour  of  danger  th.it  I  wish  to  sh.ire  your  forlune.' 

"He  proceeded  at  oin  e  with  all  ]iossilile  sei  rccy  to  raise  the  inone)'  and  to 
|)iirch.ise  and  arm  a  ship.  While  t!ie  ship  was  gelling  teady,  in  order  the  bet- 
ter to  conceal  his  intention,  he  made  a  joiiriie\'  to  i'lngland,  which  had  previously 
been  .iiraiiged  by  his  family.  He  was  presented  lo  ihe  ISritish  king,  against 
whom  he  was  going  to  fight  ;  he  danced  al  the  house  of  the  minister  who  had 
the  i!e|)arlnient  of  the  ("olonies  ;  he  visiled  Lord  Rawdon,  afterward  dislingiiished 
in  the  Ke\iiliilionar)'  siniugle  ;  he  s.nv  al  ihe  o])era  .Sir  I  leiiry  ( 'linloii,  whom  he 
next  s  nv  on  the  b.itllelield  "f  .\lonmoulh  ;  and  he  bieaklasled  willi  l.ordShel- 
biirne,  a  Irieiid  of  ihe  Colonies. 

"  ■  While  I  (-(jiicealeil  my  iiilenlions,'  iie  tills  us,  '  I  openly  avowed  my  senti- 
inenls.  I  ofien  iK'fended  the  .\ineric.iiis.  I  rejoiced  al  their  success  al  Tren- 
ton ;  and  it  was  mv  sjiirit  of  opposition  that  obtained  for  me  an  invitation  to 
breakfast  willi  l.i>id  Shelbiirne.' 

"On  his  reiurn  lo  I'ram  e  his  ])roject  was  discovered  and  his  deparline  for- 
bidileii  by  the  kin.;.  He  sailed,  however,  in  May,  1777,  <  hcered  by  hisci'unlry- 
men,  and  sccrelly  approved  by  the  yovernmeni  itself.  On  arriving  .at  i'hlladel- 
phi.i,  he  sent  to  Congress  .1  remarkably  brief  epistle  to  the  following  effect  ; 

"  '.\fler  mv  sacrifices,  I  have  the  right  to  .isk  two  favors:  one  is,  to  serve  at 
my  own  expense  ;    the  other,  to  begin  to  serve  as  a  volunteer.' 

"  ("ongress  immediately  n.iineil  him  a  major  general  of  the  .American  army,  and 
he  at  once  reporteil  himself  to  Cieneral  Washington.  Mis  services  al  the  liiandy- 
wine,  where  he  ums  b.idly  wounded  ;  in  Virginia,  where  he  held  an  impi  rtalit 
command  ;   al  .Moiimoulh,  where  he  led  the  attack, — are  sufiiciently  well  km  wn. 


Tin:  .v.ii;(/iis  /,,:  i..\  iwyr.rnc 


2(il 


When  he  l,a,l  l,a;,.  ,n  \,„ai,-a  ah.Mit  nilcvi,  nu.nths,  ihc  „rws  c.n.c  of  tl,c  im- 
IK-nchMg  .Icclam.ioi,  ,.1  war  iK^UVfu,  France  and  laiKlan.l.  lie  li,n,  UTolc  to 
Congress  :hal,  s,,  l„n,^-  as  he  ha.l  I.elieved  Imnsrll'  free,  he  ha.l  ^h.dly  fon^hl  nn- 
dcr  Ihe  .\n>er„an  (la.:;  ;  but  ,hal  liis  own  .onntry  heinf,'  at  war.  he  owed  lo  ,,  ,he 
.on.a.,e  of  h,s  .serv.ees,  and  lu-  .lesired  ,he,r  pernnsMon  to  lelnrn  hon,e  lie 
lH.l"''l.  however,  to  unne  hark  lo  An.enca;  an.l  assnre.l  ihe.n  that,  wherever  he 
|v.n.,  he  shunld  he  a  /ealons  inen.l  of  ,he  United  Sla.es.  Congress  .a^e  hnn 
eave  ui  ahsenee,  vo,e,!  Inn,  a  sw„rd,  and  wro.e  a  lelter  on  Ins  hehaif  ,o  ,he 
King  of  I'rance. 

"'We  reeon.Miend   this  nohle  young  n,an,'  saul   the   letler  of  Congress    •  i,. 
l.c  favor  of  yonr   Majesty,  heeanse   we  have  seen  hnn  w,s..  in  eonnsel,  l,ra:.e  n. 
I'^itlh',  and  patient  under  tlie  fatigncs  of  war." 

;'llc  W.IS  received    in  I'Vatice  with  great  disliiu  tion,  which  he  annisingly  de- 

c-ril^es:    '  .v  hen    1  went  to  conrt,  which  had  hitherto  only  written  f.,r  me  orders 

lor    ny   arrest.       was  presented    to    the   nunistets.      |   was  interrogated,  conipli- 

'-ted,  and  ex    ed  -_to  the  hotel  where  n,y  wile  was  residnig.     Sane  d  ys  a    e 

1   --ote  to  the  king  to  acktiowledge  .,,/„./,      J  ,,.,,,,,,  „';  ,      ,     ^,  ,,„,  ,     '      ; 

......    atuiiecohniehy  of  the   Royal,  >ragoons.      Consnlted  I,/ al,  the  .;:i:;: 

.s,  .nul,  what  was  nnuh  het,.-r.  enil.ia.e.l  by  all  the  women,  1  had  at  Versailles 

tlu>  lav<,r  of  the  king,  and  celel.rities  at  I'aris.'  ^'^-'HIls 

'■  In    the   midst   of  his    popularity    he   thought  always  of  America,  and  ofic, 

sh.I  that  t   e  cost  of  the  han,p,ets  bestowe.l  upon  h,m  cot.ld  be  p -ed 

ca^ury  of  Congress.      His  favorite  prefect  at  that  time  was  the  Invasion     f 
I-i  glaml,_l.a„l  Jones  to  command  the  fleet  and  himself  the  army.      U  hen  this 
d,e,„e  was  given  up  he  joined  all  Ins  ,n,h.en.:e  to  that  of  i-Vankli     to  me 
.1.  government  to  send  to  America  a  powerful  tlee.  and  a  .-onsiderable  an 

I         ,t  "      "'•"":'  '"  '"■'"""^  '"■  "'''^  ^•^"■'^''"'^  -'•  '-  -'"-"  '"  Amen  a 
and  .seived  again  in  the  .irmies  of  the  young  republic 

"1  l.f  success  of  the  United  Slates  so  confirmed  him  in  his  attachment  to  re 

"  'May  this  rev,,luti,,n,'  said   he  „„rc  to  Con.'rcss    'serve  •,.  ,  i 
F-ssors,  an.l  as  an  example  to  the  oppressed  '  """  '"  "''" 

"And   in  one  of  Ins   letters   from   the  United  States  occurs  this  sentence.    -  1 
'••vc  always  thought   that   a   king  was  at  leas,  a  useless  being  ,    vewe  ni'th, 

Mde  of  the  ocean,  a  king  cuts  a  poor  figure  indeed.'  '^ 

caule^-f   h^:;"'  '^""^"'^^  '''-''   '"■""-"   "-'-'•<•  "■-  ^-  Tree  gif'  ,o  the 
"  One  of  the  ,„os,  pleasing  circumstances  of  I.a  ,.aye,le's  residence  in   \m,  ■■ 
Wlsi;;;   :  ^'^-- ;^^^^^^^  whi..  existed  be.:.een  hinLlnn.  'o^       , 

l>.s  eldest  son  Ceorge  Washington,  and  never  J^l^X' .^Xi::::::^ 


i 


aiy 


his  I. 


.1  (K.ixini.i)  III-  ir.i,N7//.v(r/y>.v 


s  li)ve  iiiul  vfiicr.ilioii  for  tin;  illustrious  Amfrlcan.      Kriinliiin,  t 


oo,  wiis  mucr 


attaciied  to  tiie  youthful  entliusi;ist,  aiul  privately  wrote  to  Cioucral  Wasiiingtoii 


asking  limi, 
hi 


for  tl 


10  sake  of  the  yi 


anxious  wife  of  tiie  inarcjuis,  not  to 


expose  his  lile  CNcepl  in  an  imp.  •'ant  and  decisive  engaj;einent. 

"  In  the  diary  of  the  celehratevi  William  Wlllnrlorce,  who  visited  I'aris  soon 
after  tlie  peace,  there  is  an  interesting  passage  descriptive  of  I.a  Fayette's  de- 
meanor at  the  French  lourt:  'lie  seemed  to  he  the  representative  of  the  de- 
mocracy in  the  very  presence  of  the  monarch, — the  tribune  intruding  with  his 
veto  within  the  chamber  of  the  patrician  order.  1  lis  own  establisiinieiit  was 
formed  upon  the  F-nglisli  model,  and, 


ainu 


1st  tl 


le  gayety  and  ease  o 


)f  1' 


oiintaine- 


bl 


eaii,  lie  assumed  an  air  ot  repulilican  aiisierilv 


ilili 


When  the  fine  ladies  of  the 


court  would  altem|)t  to  drag  him  to  the  card  talile,  lie  shrugged  bis  slioulders 
with  an  air  of  alfecled  contempt  for  the  customs  and  amusements  of  the  old 
regime.  Meanwhile,  the  deference  which  this  champion  of  the  new  slate  of 
things  received,  above  all  from  the  ladies  of  the  coint,  intimated  clearly  the  dis- 
turbance of  the  social  atmosphere,  and  jiresaged  the  <  oming  tempest.'  From 
the  close  of  the  American  war  for  independence,  to  the  iitginning  of  the  French 
Revolution,  a  period  of  six  years  ela|)sed,  during  whi(  li  I'lance  suffered  niuch 
from  the  exhaustion  of  her  resources  in  aiding  the  Aiueiu  ,uis.  I.a  Fayette  lived 
at  I'aris,  openly  professing  republicanism,  which  was  then  the  surest  jiassport  to 
the  favor  both  of  the  people  and  of  the  court.  The  (^ueen  of  France  herself 
favored  the  republican  party,  though  without  understanding  its  objects  or  ten- 
dencies. La  Fayette  naturally  became  the  organ  and  spokesman  of  those  who 
desired  a  reform  in  the  government,  lie  reconmieiided,  even  in  the  |)alace  of 
the  king,  the  restoration  of  civil  righis  io  the  I'miestants  ;  the  suppression  of  the 
heavy  and  odious  tax  upon  salt  ;  the  rel'onn  of  the  criminal  courts;  and  he  de- 
nounced the  waste  of  the  piililic  money  u])on  princes  and  court  favorites. 

"The  .Assembly  of  the  .Notables  convened  in  17S7,  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  kingdom.  I.a  l''ayette  was  its  most  consjiic  iiniis  and  trusted  member,  and  it 
was  he  who  demanded  a  convocation  of  the  re|)resentativcs  f)f  all  the  <lipart- 
nients  of  France,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a  permanent  remedy  for  the  evils 
under  uhich  the  I'Vench  were  sull'ering. 

"  'What,  sir,'  s.iid  one  of  the  royal  princes  to  La  Fayette,  "do  you  really 
demaiul  the  assembling  of  a  Cieneral  Congress  of  France?' 

"  '  Ves,  my  lord,'  replieil  I.a  l'"ayette,  ■  and  more  than  that.' 

"  Despite  the  opposition  of  the  court,  this  memorable  Congress  met  at  Paris, 
in  1789,  and  La  Fayette  represented  in  it  the  nobility  of  his  proviiK  e.  It  was 
he  who  presented  the  '  Declaration  of  Rights,'  drawn  upon  the  model  of  those 
with  which  he  had  been  familiar  in  .\merica,  and  it  was  linally  adopted.  It 
was  he,  also,  who  made  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  responsible  for  their  acts, 
and  for  the  conseinieiices  of  tiieir  acts. 

"  When  this  Nati.uial  Assembly  was  ileclared  permanent.  La  Fayette  was 
elected  its  \'ice  President,  and  it  was  in  that  character  that,  after  the  taking  of 
the  Hastile,  he  went  to  tiie  si  ene,  at  the  head  of  a  de|)ntatioii  of  sixty  members, 
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to  c..ll,^M•;.llllale  the  pn.plc  up,,,,  thfir  trii.mph.  ■I'lu.'  next  ,|,y,  a  city  t;.r,nl  »•  is 
orKam/iMl  to  preserve  tl.e  peace  of  I'ans.  a.,.1  the  ,|„estion  arose  ,„  ,|,e  As 
se.n bly  win,  sluniM  cotnman.l  it,  TIk.  presi.lent  rose  an.l  pointed  to  tlie  hmu',{ 
l-a  I'ayette,  presented  by  the  Siale  ol  Virginia  to  the  City  of  I'aris  The 
hint  was  sufticent,  and  La  Fayette  was  ele.  ted  to  the  post  l.v  acclatnation  He 
called  his  citi/en  soMiers  by  the  luune  of  the  National  Ouard,  and  he  distin- 
gnished  them  by  a  tri  colored  cocka.le.  and  all  I'aris  in.n.ediatelv  fluttered  with 
tri-colored  nbluins  and  badges. 

'• 'This  cockade/   said    i.a   Fayette,  as   he  pivM-nud  one  to  the  National  As 
senibly,  '  will  iiiaU-  the  tour  of  the  world." 

"  From  ihe  time  of  his  acceptance  of  the  comm.nul  of  tlie  National  Cuird 
the  career  ot    La  iMye,,.-  changed  its  <:haracter,  and  the  change  became  more 
aiHl  more  marked  as  the  Revolution  proceeded.      Hilherto.  he  had  been  chiellv 
employed   ,n  rousing  the  sentiment  of  liberty  In  the  nunds  of  his  connlrvmen' 
>>.     now  that  the  .lame  threatened  to  become  a  .iangeroiis  counagration;  it  .le- 
volved  upon  hnn  to  stay  i,s  ravages.      I,  was  a  task  beyond  lum.an  streng  h    b  t 

e  ,.ost  gallantly  attempted   it.     On  some  occasions  he  rescued  with   .i' o' 
hands    he  victims  of  the  popniar  fury  and  arrested  the  cockaded  assa.ssins  wh 

event  the  ,  tassacre  of  innocent  citizens,  and  more  than  once,  overwhelmed 
"-.th  grief  ami  disgust,  he  threatened  to  throw  np  the  command 

"On  that  celebrate.1  day  when  si.sty  thousand  of  the  people  of  Paris  luMire.l 
...  a  tnmn  „ons  Hood  into  the  park  of  Versailles,  and  sun-onndcd  the  pa  ,  f 
the  king.  La  Layette  was  compelled  to  join  the  throng,  in  order,  if  possible  to 
contro    ,ts  ,j,ovemen,s.      He  arrive.l  in  the  evening,  and  spent    he  whole      ' 

pos  uig  the  National  Guard  about  the  palace,  and  taking  measures  to  .s 
a   .ty   ..    ,    e   royal    fnnily.      At  the   .lawn    of  day   he  threw  himself  up" 
he  bed   for  a     ew  miuules'   repose.      Su.ldenly   the  alarm  was  sonn.h.d       .Some 

nia.ed  n.en  ha.    broken  into  the  pala.-e.  kille.l  two  .,f  the  kind's  bo.lv  gu 
T      ;T      "    '"'''^"^'■"'-    ^'f  "-  -meen.  a    minme    or'  two   aft'r     ^ 

U        l^r     r,  ''";'  ^"  ""^  ••">'^"  '^-b-ssemblc.l  in  the  king's  cL 
hu.  ttcmbling   for   their   lives.     lienealh  the  win.lows  of  the  apartment  w,s  . 

Is.      La   I.  ette   stepped   out  upon  the  balcony,  an.l  tried  to  address  the 
-yl.  hut   „nl,l    not  n,ake  hi.melf  heard.      He  then  le.i  out  upon  the  hnl,  oin 

of    1^  b  d>  g,  a„l,  em   iace.1  him,  and  place.I  his  own  .  ..kade  upon  the  sol- 

. St  f    ,h.  ■■\'/""^"v""   TT  °'  ""  '"""'"'^'^^  "-^'^  changed,  an.l  the  crv 

R^itotls".    "'''''^■^''''■^™''      '-^'-thenueenl     L.mg  live  the 

Paris"  :i  ■c;r:;:;"ii;:''';T'7"  ^''  T'  "^ ''"« - ''• «"  "■'"'  "'<-  i-i"^  - 
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riage,  aiul  thus  toiuliu  li'il  him,  in  llic  inid^t  of  ihf  'lamping  crowil,  in  sality 
to  the  Tiiileries.  Wlien  tlie  niyal  family  was  once  more  secure  witliin  its  walls, 
one  of  the  ladies,  the  daughter  of  the  late  king,  threw  hersilf  into  ilie  arms  of 


La  I'ayetie,  exdai 


mnig ; 


C. 


you   i 


lave  saved  us 


!• 


lom  tills  moment 


dales  the  dedine  of  I, a  Fayette's   pojiularity  ;  and   his  actions,  moderate  and 
1    it.      He   ilemanded,   as  a   memher  of  the  National 
1  of  treason  sliould  be  fairly  hied  hy  a  jury,  and 


wise,  contmua 


ssenec 

accuse( 


Uy    1< 
Assembly,  that  persi 
he  exerted  all  his  jxiwer,  while  giving  a  constilulinii  lo  iiis  r(]untry,  to  preserve 
the  monarchy. 


'i'o  appease  the  suspicions  of  the  peo[)le  that  llie  king  meditated  a  tligut 


rom 


I'aris,  he  tleclared  that  he  would  answer  witli  his  head  for  the  king's  remaining. 
"  Wiieii,  tlierefore,  in  June,  1791,  the  king  and  <)ueen  made  their  blundering 
attempt  \o  escape,  l.a  Fayette  was  immediately  suspected  of  having  secretly  aided 
it.  Danton  cried  out  at  the  Jacobin  Club;  '  We  must  have  the  i)ersiiii  of  the 
king,  or  the  head  of  the  commanding  general  !  '  It  was  in  vain  that  after  the 
king's  return,  he  ceased  to  pay  him  royal  honors;  nothing  could  remove  the 
suspicions  of  the  people.  Indeed,  he  still  openly  advised  the  ])reservalion  of  the 
monarchy,  and,  when  a  mob  demanded  the  suppression  of  the  royal  power,  and 
threateneil  violence  to  the  National  Guard,  the  general,  after  warning  them  to 
disperse,  ordered  the  troops  to  fire, — an  actii}n  which  totally  destroyed  his  pop- 
ularity ami  inlluence.  Soon  after,  he  resigned  his  commission  and  his  seat  in 
the  .Assembly,  and  withdrew  to  one  of  his  connlrj-  seats.  He  was  not  long  al- 
lowed U>  remain  in  seclusion.  The  allied  dynasties  of  iMirojie,  justly  alarmed 
at  the  course  of  events  in  I'aris,  threatened  the  new  re]niblic  with  war.  l.a 
I'ayette  w.is  appointed  to  command  one  of  the  three  armies  gathered  to  defend 
the  frontiers.  While  he  was  disciplining  his  troops,  and  ])reparing  to  defeiul 
the  country,  he  kei)t  an  anxious  eye  tijion  I'aris,  and  saw  with  ever  increasing 
alarm  the  prevaleiu  e  of  the  savage  element  in  iiolitics.  In  1792,  he  had 
the  boldness  to  write  a  letter  to  the  National  Assembly,  demanding  the  suj) 
pression  of  the  clubs,  and  the  restoration  of  the  king  to  the  place  and  power  as- 
signed him  by  the  Constitution.  Learning  soon  after  the  new  outrages  put  npon 
the  king,  he  suddenly  left  his  army  and  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Assembly, 
accompanied  by  a  single  Aide-decamp;  there  he  renewed  his  demands,  amid 
(he  applause  of  the  mcjderate  members;  but  a  member  of  the  oppi  site  |)arly 
adroitly  asked:  'Is  the  enemy  comiuered?  Is  the  country  delivered,  since 
General  La  Fayette  is  in  I'aris?  '  '  No,'  replied  he,  '  the  country  is  not  deliv- 
ered ;  the  situation  is  unchanged  ;  and,  nevertheliss,  the  geiural  of  one  of  our 
armies  is  in  Paris.'  After  a  stormy  debate,  the  Assembly  declared  that  he  had 
violated  the  Constitution  in  making  himself  the  organ  of  the  army  legally  in- 
ca]ial)le  of  deliberating,  and  had  rendered  himself  amenable  to  the  minister  of 
w.ir  for  leaving  his  ])osl  without  jiermission.  Repulsed  thus  hy  the  Assembly, 
coldly  received  at  court,  and  rejected  by  the  National  Guard,  he  returned  to  his 
army  despairing  of  the  country.  There  he  made  one  more  attempt  to  save  the 
king  hv  inducing  him  to  come  to  his  camp  and  fight  for  his  throne.     This  jiro- 
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ja:t   iK-ing   reje.t.Ml.   a.ul  the  au.Iu,r  ,.f  i,  ,l..„o,n,.:ol  l.v  Robespierre    l,is  hust 

of  .he  e.xc<:M..o„er,  he  clee,.,c.l  it  ..ecx-ss.ry  u,  seek  .„  ..>h„n  i„  .,  ueuu-,1  c 
try.      H.vn,K    p..ov,.le.i   U.  the  safety  of  his  ar..,y,  he  cn.ss.l  the  Z   e         i 
•  MKHS.,  ,;,;..  acco.npa„iecI  by  t«-e„ty-.,ne  persons,  all  of  who.,,  o..  p       ,  ^ 
A,....u.  post  were  take,,  p..iso„ers.  a.,.l  J,a  Fayette  .as  th.ow,.  „.,.  V  ^ 

I  ..s  ,  oble  w,le.  who  had  bee,,  for  f.ftee,,  n,o,„hs  a  priso.,er  i„  I'aris  h  te  ' 
j  ur  he,  ,.elease.  ,o  sha,e  her  l,„sba„.rs  captivity.  For  five  yea,s.  t^^^^ 
lu.  ren.,,,s„.a,u.es  o,  ,.;„«la,„..  A..,enca.  a.ui  the  ,„e„.,s  of  hlL.,  ^^  ,  ^  ! 
■a  I  aH-.te  ,e.„a,„e,l  a  pnso„er.  To  eve.y  .le„,a,„l  for  his  b|,e,a  io„  t  ,e  A,  ' 
-n,  gover,„„e„t  .epbe,!,  .„,,  „s  us„al  st„pi.l,ty.  that  the  bberty  ^n  ^V.^^ 
-  .nco„,pa„ble  w.tl,  the  sa.ety  of  the  goven„,.e.Us  of  K,„ope  ,'  ,,  ,  • 
•l-nt,o„  at  le,.«,h.  to  Oencal  Jio„apar,e,  a„,l  .t  .e,,ui,c.l  .^L  „•  " 

^.  ...e  cs.ab„sh„,e„;  of  ti^  1X^2::::;^;::^^^:::. :;;;; 

he^:.a,ne.I  ve.y  good  friends.     The  K,„pe,-or  said  of  hi.„'.„e    1^'    'r  ;    ' 
mai,  ,s  ui  Fajette.     \ou  see  hi.i,  uuw  tran.pnl  :   very  well  ■    if  1,,.  I,,  1 

co,»|,ele„i  „,„,e  f„„„  „,,  ..^  ,      ,;'''"'''"•    '"'  '»  '""'"'■■'I  « 

•■ "»™» <«  i.»  son,  C.L.  u'„„ i  ,;,„,''    "iKiT T " " ' 

Stored,  F,a  Favette  rerpiv^I  n,,   ;    .         .•-''""''""'  "li<-ii  Hie  liotirbo,is  we,e  ,e- 

of  the  eve,„„g  of  his  life  i„  directing  th  cult t  t  o,  .f  'h,  f  '"'  ^"""  '"'^' 
present  at  every  crisis  i„  the  am.'  of  S  «  u  L  .  e  '  ^^T  ^"^^'^^ 
f''"»-'l  liberty.      He  „,a<ie  a  fine  re,„ark  once    .'it     1  ,"'"'  "^  ''"'""■ 

.1.C  horrors  of  the  French  Revoh.tio,,  :  L'  ,  !    ^  ^^^l'^''?; '^-'''f  -" 

""-'""- ™ ' ". '  ~  i'''.i™;:'  :",.■:::!' ".;";:""',":'  "vr^-  ^ 

I       rrjiice,  Iwili  „i  ,,liom  have  baa  in  pul.lic  life." 

■*y  James  I'ahtun-. 


■JflO 


A  (lonciiii.D  or  WAsiiiMinix 


\f. 


LA  FAYETTE  MEDAL. 


"  In  i8i4  the  HI. minis  maili'  Ins  tiiiiiiiiili.il  jcinnii'y  tliiDUgli  the  United  Slates. 

A  sicamlMiat  was  taken  oil"  ilif  line  and  pl.u  eil  at  liis  disposition  in  New  N'ork, 

and  he  and  his  suite  prucefded  innncdiatt'ly  up  the  Hudson,  and  paid  (iciieial 

Lewis  (Morfjan)  a  visit  at   .^laalshiirgli.      .\  i  ollation  was  ready  for  lluni,    .iiul 

after  remaining  with  ns  a  lew  iionrs  he  returned 
to  tiie  steandioat,  wiiich  was  waiting  at  the  gen- 
eral's private  dcjck,  and  we  were  all  in\ilcd  to 
join  his  party  and  acconip.iny  him  loCicrnioiit. 
"  Wlien  we  arrived  alireast  of  Kliiiiehetk 
landing,  the  steamboat  was  hailed  hy  a  rowlioat. 
'I'lie  caplain  slopped,  and  CJoloiiel  Henry  Heek- 
man  Livingston,  who  had  been  the  (011111(1  of 
one  (if  I,a  I'ayetle's  regiments,  was  assisted  up 
the  side  of  the  ste.uner.  l.a  Fayette  re(  eived 
him  as  lie  put  his  fnot  cm  the  de(  k  ;  the  old  men 
fell  into  caeli  others  .irnis,  ami  tliere  was  iinl  a 
dry  e\e  in  the  crowd. 

"  .\t  (lermiint  a  fele  to  the  teiiaiilry,  .1  b.ill 

and  fireworks  were  in  preparation  to  celebr.itc  his  arnval.      A  raiiu'  afternoon 

interfered  with   tiie  outdoor  amusements,  but  the  dance  was  a  success,      llefure 

anyone  was  allowed  to  take  the  floor,  llic  band  played,  and  la  Fayette  gave  his 

arm  to  Mrs.   Montgomery  ( widdw  of  ("leiu'ra!  Richard).     'I'liey  opened  the  ball 

by  w. liking  twice  around  the  room.     'I'lie  dancing  then  commeiiced. 
"  The  supper  table  was  set  under  the  oiange 

trees   in   the  greenhouse  ;    my  seat  was  iu'.\l  to 

(leoige    Washington    l.a    Kiyctte.      He   was  .1 

grave,   middle-aged  m.in,  and  looke(i  more  like 

a  (lerman  than  a  Frenchman. 

"  In  the  evening  we  were  a  little  disturbed  by 

a  delegation   from   Hudson,   rc(|uiriiig  that    l.a 

Fayette  sIkjuIc!   be   given   up  to  them,  ,is  if  he 

hatl    become    a    State   prisoner.     'I'luy  wanted 

their  share  of  the  guest  of  tiie  nation,      ('icneral 

Lewis,    who    was  a  member  of  the  committee 

who  had  him  under  tlieir  protection,  was  steady 

in  his  refusal,   and  secured   for  the  veteran   a 

quiet  sleep,  which  he  greatly  needed." 


LA  FAYETTE  MEDAL. 


Till.    I. A    I  AVI'.ITI';   MKUAI. 


When  fieneral  La  F'ayeite,  by  invitation  of  Congress,  revisited  the  United 
Slates  in  1824,  bronze  medals  were  struck  olT  in  his  honor.  One  of  them  lies 
be  ""ore  me.  On  the  obverse  side  is  a  bust  of  La  F'ayeite  surrounded  by  the  words, 
"  General  La  F'ayeite."     The  reverse  side  is  encircled  by  a  wreath  of  laurel,  in 


•MMMlMNntHw" 


'/■///■;  MMn^fis  I,,.;  I.I  i:n/:rn: 


tliL'  ceiilrc  of  wliicli   is  tlic  Ifi'Hfiil    'ill,.    Ill         ■■    . 
I'l'ui),  177, -.8j4,      |!,„„  „,  Ll.avaniac,  thf  6  Sqnc-inher.  1757." 
Tlic  il.icc  loll-wuib'  Idlers  have  never  api.e.ire.i  m  ,„ 


'Mill. 


"Dkak.Sik:  "^'"'<'^'^'""-^.  J.U..  tlu.7tl.,  lySo. 

"I   t.iku  this  „|.|)orluiiily  of  iniiuimiK  lio,,.  y„ii  h|,,,i    „,■   i,,,,,-  ,., 

.s.u,l   l.ylonu.  u„   lliis         ,     ',     ,  ^'"'"''"'"•c-  ''l<^' M.  y  will,  y.,u-«l,.,u.vcT  has  l.ccn 

he  Lir  lriu„l-I  ^  ^v^'      v„         ,  ;"'        7''  '"T""''  '"'  """  '''"'"  "'^X  "u.st  know  .„ 

-;--  -^ -^ ^mi'a::'::;  ;L;;rLr::  :-^.:;'7t,,r;r^  r  ^ ^'- " 

tl.cn,  .crvicc  if  i,  c„„..s  wi.hii,  .he  roach  of  ,„y  ,„,„',  "  "'>  '"  "'"'" 

.::7:::!:r£:„r  :^z::r: rz;:- ::'::- -  -  -"  --. 

"Wilh  Ihe  iiu.M  MMceic- affecli.,,,,  I  ,„„, 
..T„  "V0UI-, 

"CuLO.SKl.  WaLTEK  Sll.;\V.\KT."  "  '"^''^VLriE. 


'  Iii;ar  .Sik  : 


"  ■^'•^^    WlNlisc.K,  Jaimaiy  Ihe  ;olh,  1781. 


The    IV.„i,.vlva„ia   hu.inc'      ,     V       ,     '  ^       '"   "'  ""'   '"  ^"— Iny.s  lo,- ,hal  pl.ace. 

luTc  as ,,  ,„,.,,,,,.  .        ;;         '•     ''V'^"^'"  "-"-■>••      '  "--1^'-  .ulvise  you  .0  co,„e 

1  It.    WIIUL    W.    ,„,y   ,„.,K,.  .,,,.„,^,,„,„„    ,,„.  „„,j,„„„^.j. 

"  .\dieu, 

"ToC,,!     \\,  ,,,.„o  "  Voiirs  .illeetioiKilely, 

'  o  >  111..  \\  \|  I  |.R  v,|  I  wAur 

■'  .11    I'leDl..,,.  "  l.AI  AVKTTK. 


"  .\lv  DliAR   .Sir  : 

••This  h.ucrwili   he  -Ichveie,!  hy  M,,  P,,,,,   ,  ^,, 


I.A.iKANc;!-:,  Kehv. 


lolh,  iSiC. 


witli   liis   molhi 


a  ve,.y  a,„iah,e    ..uly,  ,o  seUle  ihe.^eK:'!';:;  [Iru'T"''^'"'"  """  "■"""^• 


of   New  ^•olk.  a„.l   i„  y„„.  ,,,,,   ,,   ^^  ^^ZtU     7  '"  f"  '""'"'''^  '"  ""=  "'^^'^ 

n.uch   ieaso,,,h.u   „owheie  ,„,  .his  s„lo        i        u,         '    '"       ''   ""-'''    """'''  •■"""l'i"'<.  «itl. 

i.e«  yo.,  .0  nn-o,.  hi,,,  wilh  youAi,.., :  r  ^,;;::'i:,;:;;""- — ^'  ^-!"i- ."  p-hase.  , 

■"   'l.c   o,,po,-,„„i.y  ,„  ,,,,„i,„,  ,,,„  „r  „,..  „|,        ,,;,""  ;|  >■'-  "l-"-K.e.      Happy  ,  a„, 

"'■"■'■■I   >"U,    l.elove,lpa,e„.s.  „,,„.,,,„,  „,j.,.^,. 


',-T' 


I! 


iOR 


A    iii)l)Cll!I.I>   OF    \V  iSlllSCTOS 


spfcts  to  Mf*i.  CIuiii'li  liuiilily  litMr  lo  inv  most  lui-i-inu-.  rrculIciMinn^  aiiil  to  ynur  .iiniaMc 
ilau!;lilcr^,  wiinm  a  lilcMilly  iin.if;o  i'iif;r.ivi(l  in  my  liiMil  lui'.  iiuulr  iiu'  ii'cipuni/r  IicIhil'  llicy 
wiMc  iiuikmI  ti)  IIU-.  l.cl  mc  hear  fium  yon  all.  Kniuiiilur  iiii-  Id  my  (ririiils  in  your  virlii- 
ily,  .iiiil  liillrvr  iiic  liiroviT, 

••  \(iur  allciUiMialc  iVicncI, 

••  I.AI  A\  I'll  v.. 

"  I'llll  II'   (  'hi   Kill.    Ivsi.l. 

"  My  sDii.  ami  LfValli-ii'S  lic(»  lo  lie  rctnpmlicrcil  lo  you.  I  had  llic  ploasuir  to  sec  Mrs. 
( JiiRiT  ami  family  Iji-fori:  llicir  ili'iiailiiu-  ,i-  ilir  will  liavc  iiiloniu'd  you,  anil  would  lio  liappy 
lo  !ioar  ymi  coiilcin|>lalcd  .1  l.iiiidy  |Mily  on  ilii-  •.idc  ol  ilic  .\il.inlii:." 


KOSCIUSZKO,      iroiii   ,,   :,kL-tch   niacje   liy  himself. 


II 


77/.I  DDFJ  S   h(/S(  n  S/K() 


•J71 


¥.<% 


'Y\\  MiDF.rs  K()S(Mrs/KO 


-'  K.,s.;iuszk,.  T,„ieus.  rrh.uMn,. ,  l-,.l,sh  ,nU,u„,  horn  „..„■  Novognnl-.k 
l.ulH,.,,,,  ,.  l.,|.nuuy.  ,746;  dial  in  SoIotlHun,  .Su-i,.c,la,.,l,  ()c,„l,er  ,„|, 
.8.7  1  c  w.s  descx-nded  fr.,n,  a  „oble  Li,l,ua„ian  lannly,  studied  at  the  „  ,h- 
tary  aca.Iemy  ,n  Ua.saw.  and,  <on,,,leting  his  echication  i„  F,,nce  at  the 
expense  of  the  state,  returned  to  I'oland,  entered  the  a.„,v  and  rose  to  ,l,e  rank 
o  capiam.  An  „nrec,ni,e.l  passion  lor  the  -langiuer  of'ihe  I\h,r,,uis  of  la-hu- 
^Ha,n„ln,ed  l,n„  ,0  leave  Poland  ,n  ,775,  und  ullVr  his  assislance  to  ,  L 
Americans  ,n  their  war  for  independence.  The  nnmher  of  foreign  auxilliary 
officers   had   beconu-   nnnuM-ons.   and   U-asl,in„on    had  co„,ph,ined  to  CongrS 

n   October    .776    .IKU   he  was   anable  toe L.  many  of 'then,  <nving  .ofl 

.gnoraiK:e  of  Kn,,,sh.      K„scinsAo,  however,  arrived  with  letters  o.  refill 
<  a.ion  from  nenjamin  Franklin  ,0  ^Vashington.  who  Inquired  what  he  coul 

c.„e  to  fight  as  a  volniueer  tor  Ame.  ..an  independen.  e,'  replied  Kosciuv   o' 

^\l'at   can   you  do-  asked   Washington.      •  Try  ,ne,'  was  ,he  leplv       Mere" 

.e-ve-l    l„s  commission   as  a  colonel   of   engineers,  ( ,.,ober    ,s,l,     -776     •.  j 

repaired   to  h,s  post   wi,h  ihe  troops  niuler  Cei.eral  Cates  who  descnb.      hin     ' 

-     able  engineer  '  and  ■  one  of  the  best  and  neates,  .iraughtsn.en  t        h      v 

l.nnself  tioionghlv  a,,|,K,in,ed    w„li   ,1,.   works,  ,„  ,,„i,„  .„„  where  and  ,n  what 

n-..er  -he  best    improvements  and   additions  could  be  made  theie.o,  '     K     ^ 

V  o.l,eie,„re^, ianne.i, he  encampment   an.l    ,.os.  of  CauV  army  at    Hems 

Hcig    ts^    near  Saratoga,  f, on.    which,  aber   ,wo    weli-h„iglu   actions     HurgoZ 

;  -'•   "   nnpossible  to  dislodge   the  Aniencaus.      Kosciiis.ko  .,is  s  bse  Z ! 

.1  e   pnucpal   engn.eer  ,n  executing  ,he  works  a,  UVst  Point.      He  be     me      e 

.;     Uashington's   adjutants  am,   aided  Ceneial    Nalhaniel   C.eeue  in  .,  ^ 

-,,:!  siege  oi  ..ncy  six,  receiving  tor  h,s  services  the  thank,  of  Congres     a     I 

LT-i:''^'''''''' '"''■"'• '''''■'''■'■  '■^•"'  ■-^•^-  "-■'■  u-a^  ni'to ; 

aust   othcal   aCs    was    ,0   intercede    u  il),  ( 'ongress    lor   .he   luVowal    of  ,h  ^ 
h.   .0..      He  was  also  made  a  member  ofihe  Society  of  the  C  incinna,        A 

e  :;;:'■'"""  '"■'■ ."■''•-'-''-"— 'y-ars  in  retireme 

;-V'--''<'  -n.  1-e  kept  nrteei.housand  Kiissi::::;     ;r.:^'^^^ 

.  Ins  relreat  without    great   loss.      Hu,  the  patriots  were  o;erwhe  „  :  : 

U.S.  and   «hen    kmg  .Stamslas   submitted   ,0  the  second    partition   of  1   ,1a 
Koscius.ko  resigned   h,s  co.nmission  and   retired  ,0  I  eips,   ,  „,,.,         ,    '    ;; 


A  aonciiiiJ)  or  WAsinxarox 


\h 


from  the  National  Assembly  tlie  citi/ciislii]i  of  France.  He  ileterniined  tc  make 
a  second  effort  for  rohuul,  and  a  rising  of  his  connirymen  was  secretl)'  planned. 
Koscins/.ko  was  electeil  dictator  and  general  in-chief.  On  Maich  24,  1794,  he 
suddenly  appeared  in  Cracow,  issned  a  ma'iitesto  against  tiie  Russians,  and 
hastily  collected  a  force  of  about  five  thousand  peasanis,  armed  mostly  with 
scythes.  At  Raclawice  he  roiitetl  a  Russian  corps  that  was  almc  st  twice  as 
strong,  and  returned  in  triumph  to  Cracow,  lie  commilled  the  conduct  (,f 
government  affairs  to  a  national  council  that  w.is  org,ini/ed  by  himself,  and  alter 
receiving  reinforcements  moved  forward  in  (piest  of  the  Russian  army.  The 
march  was  op|iosed  by  the  King  of  Prussia  at  the  head  of  forty  tlujusand  men, 
and  Koscius/ko,  whose  force  was  only  thirteen  thousand,  was  defeated  al  S/c/e- 
kiciny,  (une  6,  1794.  Unable  to  check  the  prevailing  anarchy,  Koscius/.ko  re- 
signetl  the  dictatorship  and  retired  with  hit;  army  to  Warsaw,  and  defended  it 
against  'he  Prussians  and  Russians,  whom  he  compelled  to  raise  the  siege.  Aus- 
tria now  took  part  against  him  with  one  himdred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  and 
he  was  routed  at  Maciejowice,  October  10,  1794.  Kos<  iuszko  fell,  covered  with 
wounds.  He  was  imprisoned  at  St.  I'etersburgh  for  two  jears,  until  the  death 
of  Catharine,  when  the  l'ani)eror  Paul  gave  him  his  liberty,  with  many  marks  of 
esteem.  The  c/ar,  in  releasing  him,  offered  him  his  sword,  but  Koscinszko  re- 
fused to  accept  it,  saying  '  I  have  no  need  of  a  swoni  ;  1  have  no  country  to 
tlefend.'  Subsequently  his  countrymen  in  the  l'ren(  h  aiiiiy  of  Italy  ]Mesenied 
him  with  the  sword  of  John  Sobieski.  ( )n  (rnssing  the  Russian  frontier  he  re- 
turned to  the  c/ar  the  i)alent  of  his  pension  and  e\ery  testimonial  of  Russian 
favor,  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  in  retirement.  He  \isited  the  United 
Slates  in  1797,  vliere  lie  was  received  witli  distinctinii  and  obtained  from  Con- 
gress a  gr.mt  of  land,  in  addition  to  the  pension  that  he  had  received  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  then  resided  at  Foimlainbleau  until  1814,  engaged  in 
agriculture.  A\'hen  Napoleon  was  about  to  invade  Poland  in  1806,  he  wished 
to  employ  Kosi  iuszko,  who,  being  inidcr  ]iarole  not  to  fight  against  Russia,  re- 
fused to  enlist,  and  the  proclamation  to  the  Poles,  that  a])))earcd  in  the  '  Moni- 
teur  '  imder  his  name  in  1S06,  he  decl.ired  to  be  a  forgery.  In  1816  he  removed 
toSoIotluirn,  Switzerland,  and  in  the  following  year  sent  a  manumission  to  all  serls 
on  his  Polish  estate.  His  death  was  caused  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  over  a  prec 
ipice.  The  l'',m|)eror  Alexander  had  him  interred  beside  IVuiiatowski  aiul 
Sobieski  in  the  i  atheclral  of  Cracow,  near  which  city  the  people  raised  to  his 
memory  a  mound  one  hmidrcd  and  fifty  feet  higii,  the  earth  of  which  was 
broiiglit  from  every  great  battlefield  of  Polaial.  l''roni  a  f.mcied  resemiilance  to 
this  mound  tlie  lol'iiest  mountain  m  Australia  has  received  the  name  of 
Koscius/ko. 

"  .-X  monument  of  white  marble,  desiL;ned  by  John  H.  11.  I.alrobe,  and  i^iire- 
scnted  in  the  illustration,  was  erected  to  his  memory  at  West  Point  by  the 
United  Stales  Military  academy  cadet  corps  of  1828,  at  a  cost  of  $■■:,, 000. 

lly  Gl.N.  JA.MKS  (jKANT  Wii.suN". 
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BARON  STICURE.V 
A  Prnssiiui  S,i/,//,-r 

abl.  a,ui   scentific  offic^:  -,  ^„         '  >''   "  '"  '''""'^'"  ^^'•'">'  -  -' 

l-aving  iKul    .en.      His  Wour  Z  ''    r".''"''   '"   *'^""'-"  ^""'  ^l'"'''-'. 

.■ied.ts  he  luKl  not  \^J^:^:[^^T''''V'  '''''  ^''"■-"^  '-«'  o''  f.e,.; 
eric  was  .ies.ine.l   to  li  "  ";     ^ :,    ;:i;:    'r^^'T'  '"  ^'"""^^^  ''■''- 

(iiie  nuaheniatician  aiul  his  uholc  oh,,-,.;  ,.  ,  ^  '"hoius.     He  was  a 

l^y  .l.e  sons  of  poor  noblcLn!  t  Z^^'^"-   """'"''  "  '""  '-"'">•  ■—l 


and   niite   French   and  (Jei 
lilniself. 
1 


s  Ins  te.  hnical  education  he  coi e-.d 

'-"    "-"">■,  thcrehy  eclipsing  the  Orca.Kr',;;;; 

soidi:;rAuhe';:ie:;'.r^^^ 

war  of  the  Austri^i: t":    ^zT:' ' r'T' """'■'  '"^  •■""^■'-  ■"  "- 

«erve,l  as  hcn.enant  and  olien  rel,   ,■    ,'''""■ '^"■'^"  ^  ^■^"■-'^  "'ar  l.n.kc  out  he 

Ko^shach.  and  helped  ::;r;hr;r::;:;:'r'^;'^'^^ 

'■liosen  nunil,erof  talented  vo.,n,r ,  m  -^"     ''''  "''^  '"'>^'"«   "le 

"'  the  ,.ost  difficult  1.  a       e  r^    '":':;:''T'  '•'■^''^--  l™"y  insnucted 

tenants.                                                '   "'"  '"'"'^   "'"^^  <''  H't.-  quartennasler   lieu- 

■'Soon  after  the  ciuse  of  the  Seven  \\.„s  «-,,■    s,  i 

«erv,ce,  for  which  n.any  reasons  are  ..i.ln     ,he  -„n  "'  ''"'""'  ""  '''"''"'"■'^ 

I"'>'"i'>«^i.>ly  .nent.oned.  as  well  as  his  nv  '  '""""""^'  "^  ^''"^''' 


■"-'e  by  even  such  n.en  as  i^nc;;;:,;;""""  ^:',"'''i"'«  "■''^"  -'-pi-n,:;;',^ 

some  of  them  went  ■   but  our  I,,  "'"'  «"  '"  "»^  ''^vil  '-and 

'"--  Henrv  of  ,    ih     '         ,'":':',"'^^  '"^"'f  '  =  '■""'    ^'-'-1  of  the  Court  o 
'■"-■  for  ten'vears,  an  ^i,      !  'r^"'  '''"  :  '"-"^-'«-''  !>-•  «hich  he 


"■as   never  a 

1  Ills  t'ross  (suiiietiuu-s 


'=::.':n:;::Lr:x;'rt;;''"'"^ 

-n  and  by  h.  re,,ues,   was  buWed  w  ,"  ^.t^'?  ""■"  "^-  '"^ 

laris  en  route  f,.r  Kngland  •   but  it  w,.  V  ,         ""       '"'"-'"  •'""'^''^   '" 

-"'  ''-•  espoused  the  cause  .T ,        V  ,     ^  ir  V:^'"^'^''  '"  ^'^  '^  -a.  a  blow 
«'euben  and  after  many  plans  lu  ti",       '  I"''"'"  '"'''''''''  '''''  '"-''^  'o 

'>-  servtces  as  volunteer',!  C  n    I      "'k.:;;""""^'''?;-'  '"'■  ^^'-r,ca  and  o.ler 
"-s.oners,  were  then   iu   Paris       d  ,1  '  T'    '  "'"'  "'^  ■•^"-'■'-"  ^-'• 

'   ""    "'"'^"f""''''-^-'"-!'  Court  and  salons; 
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but  altliougli  anxious  to  st'cuit'  the  scivices  <if  this  groat  utticer  tlify  could  offer 
no  terms,  nor  I'vcn  his  t'.\iii'hsi.'s  across  the  Atl.uiiic.  'I'o  (luict  the  jealousy  of 
tiie  Americans  at  liaving  foreigners  phiced  in  command  over  them,  siraiegy  was 
resorted  to,  and  advantage  was  tatien  of  their  ignorance  of  foreign  courts  and 
titles.  Our  iiero  was  inlro(hiced  as  having  been  lieutenant-general  of  the  (ireat 
Frederic,  instead  of  aide-de-cam|)  only  and  lieutenant.  l''.ven  I'lanklin  lon- 
fomuled  this  title  with  the  one  of  gener.d  in  the  service  of  the  M.irgrave  of 
IHaden,  of  wiiich  court  jirobably  not  one  member  of  Congress  had  ever  heard. 
The  ruse  was  jierfectly  successful — and  soon  alter  joining  Washington  as  a  vol- 
initeer  at  \'alley  Forge,  Steuben  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  insjiector  general, 
without  opposition,  and  became,  iit  spile  of  his  ignorance  of  our  language,  his 
([uick  temjjer  and  strict  discipline,  a  general  f.ivorite  with  the  soldiers  and  offi- 
cers. I  le  resorted  to  all  manner  '.-f  devices  to  lessen  the  hardships  and  strengthen 
their  coinage  dining  the  terrible  winter  at  \'alley  Forge,  1777-8.  It  is  to  him 
we  owe  the  origin  of  the  term  '  Sans  Culottes'  which  afterward  became  of  such 
terrible  meaning  during  the  French  Revolution.  He  invited  the  officers  to  dine 
with  him,  the  sti])ulation  being,  no  officer  could  come  who  had  a  whole  pair  of 
trousers  to  his  name,  and  all  were  reijiiesled  to  bring  their  own  provisions.  Tough 
beefsteak  and  potatoes — with  walnuts  made  u\t  the  bill  of  fare.  '  Instead  of 
wine,'  writes  DupoiKcaux,  'we  had  Salamanders;  that  is  we  filled  our  glasses 
with  spirits  of  some  kind,  set  it  on  tire  and  drank  it  llames  and  all.  Never  was 
there  such  a  set  of  ragged  and  at  the  same  time  merry  fellows.  The  baron  always 
loved  to  sjieak  of  that  dinner  and  his  "Sans  Culottes."  ' 

"Too  mu(  h  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Steuben  for  his  splendid  drill  of  our 
army,  and  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  inspector  general  began  the  long 
series  of  victories  leiding  up  to  Vorktown  and  the  final  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 
A  dark  side  of  the  picture  comes  before  us  in  the  long  delay  of  Congress  on  fix- 
ing the  amount  of  his  payment  ;  and  some  nuni'.iers  even  refused  that  he  had 
any  claim  for  rank  or  distinction  beyond  that  of  an  ordinary  drill  sergeant,  a 
slander  that  \Vashingto.i  did  his  utmost  to  put  down,  and  in  1780  he  was  allowed 
a  pension  for  life  of  fifteen  huiulred  dollars  a  year.  \'irgiir  1,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  York  made  him  grants  of  land.  On  his  estate  in  Oneida  county  of  sixteen 
tluMisand  acres,  reaching  as  far  south  as  Oriskan\'  creek,  our  baron  spent  the  re- 
maining summers  of  his  life,  returning  in  winter  to  New  York  where  he  lived 
with  Colonel  Henjamin  Walker,  lit  was  of  too  geneious  and  even  extravagant 
a  nature  to  be  ever  anything  but  a  poor  man,  and  numberless  deeds  are  recordetl 
of  his  gifts  to  those  poorer  than  himself,  and  especially  to  the  poor  soldiers  of 
the  (."ontinental  .Army  ;  to  these,  his  house  and  ]iurse  were  always  oiien,  however 
little  there  might  be  contained  in  either. 

"  Immediately  after  Yorktown  lu  sold  some  of  the  silver  furnishing  of  his 
camp  clu'Sl,  iiroiight  from  Fiuope.  that  he  might  give  a  least.  '  1  can  stand  il 
no  longer.  We  are  contiiiually  dining  with  these  people  and  cannot  v:vi\  give 
them  a  bite  of  sausage  meat  in  return.  One  gr.nul  dinner  shall  they  have,  if  I 
eat  forever  after  with  a  wooden  s])ooii.'     On  the  4111  of  July,  1780,  he  gave  a 
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feast  to  all  his  settlers  and  neiglib  .s  in  Steuben  ;   and  when  he  found  a  worthy 
soldier  he  gave  him  a  lot  of  land,  varying  from  loriy  to  one  hundri-d  acres. 

"  He  was  a  freipient  gnest  at  the  M  ippas  and  Vander  Kemps  in  Trenton  vd- 
lage,  and  like  oft  tuld  tales  have  been  to  nie  the  traditions  of  the  great  slate  and 
ceremony  attending  his  visits;  when  such  feasts  were  iirepared  by  '  Tanle  Michi,' 
the  famous  lionsekeeper  and  friend,  that  linger  siiU  in  the  memory  of  tin  ><■  wIkj 
came  next  after  these  heroes.  When  it  was  time  for  the  baron  to  return  to  his 
home  on  Steuben  Hill,  the  whole  household  IoiiirhI  in  l.ne  and  csroilcd  him  to 
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BARON  STEUBEN'S  RESIDENCE.— "  The  Pulacc  of  Logs.' 


the  edge  of  the  t'oresl,  which  at  tiial  lime  came  almost  down  to  the  vill.ige. 
C!hess  was  a  favorite  game  with  them  all,  and  if  the  battle  (  uiild  not  be  ended, 
the  boaril  was  let't  untouched  until  the  iie.xt  time.  In  the  i  nltivated  society  of 
this  little  Dutch  community  in  Trenton  viliag.',  or  Olden  liarneveld  as  it  was 
often  <;alled,  he  took  much  pleasure  and  we  ol'leii  imagined  the  olii  trees  could 
tell  of  possible  love  affairs  between  the  baron  and  some  of  the  .Nbippas  ,ind  Vander 
Kemps,  and  perhaps  both  !  He  was  an  elegant  horseman  and  rode  all  (jver  his 
v.ist  estate  with  all  the  jileasure  of  a  tearless  rider. 


.1  tiniiciiii.i)  or  \rAsiii.\(rn)X 


"  rid'ore  me  on  the  t.ilile  as  I  write,  rests  a  ( liess  or  l)aekgamm(iii  ln'ard  uf 
rare  lieaiiiy  nf  ilesij^n  and  workniaiisli  ,,  whose  history  carries  lis  liack  to  tlu' 
time  when  I'lcderic  the  dreat  challenged  tlie  admiration  of  all  iMiroiie,  and 
when  I'russia  was  at  the  height  of  its  mililary  power  and  greatness.  '1  his  cluss 
board,  which  foniie<l  a  part  of  the  furnishings  of  the  military  chest  our  baron 
brought  from  luiiope  \\\i\\  him,  is  made  in  the  usual  oblong  shape  of  rosewood, 
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nely  inlaid  uilh  ulnle   ivoiy  an 


d  black  horn  Minares  lur  the  cl 


lessmcn,  wjiicn 


were  all  rmished  at  the  end  with  a  sharp  prong  made  to  fit  into  a  hole  in  the 
centre  of  each  S([n.iie,  to  secure  sleadiiiiss  when  l)laying  on  shipboard  or  on  long 
carriage  jounic\s. 
itl 


Tl 


le  iiiiR-r  part  of  the  board,  for  backgammon,  is  finished 


id  in  tl 


le  lentre  is  a  diamond  sliaped   figure 


with  beauiifully  inlaid  'points 
with  fac:  similes  of  the  dilfirint  faces  of  the  dice.  The  ciijis  are  (jf  white  ivory 
and  black  horn,  of  very  graceful  shape  and  iirojiortions.  To  sue  li  an  able  tac - 
titian  and  slratei;ist  as  \'oii  Sieuben,  we  can  well  imagine  the  fascination  tiie 
game  of  chess  would  have,  and  as  he  moved  and  arranged  his  pieces  and  formed 
his  skillful  combinations  for  attack  or  ilefence,  the  memory  of  past  battletields 
and  visions  of  future  con(|uesis,  may  also  have  moved  acrcjss  the  board  and 
mingled  with  the  moves  of  the  chessmen.  The  king  may  have  taken  the  sem- 
blance of  Cieorge  111.  as  represented  by  I. old  Cornwallis,  and  our  b.iroii  himself 
may  have  personified  the  valiant  knight,  who  by  bis  skillful  moves  aided  so 
effectually  in  giving  the  final  i  heckmate  at  N'orklown.  Kings  and  (ineeiis, 
knights,  bisliii|)S  and  p.iwns  ha\e  moved  with  starlling  rapidity  across  llie  cdiess 
board  of  Kurope  during  the  hundred  years  that  have  elapsed  since  his  death, 
while  only  twice  has  war  broken  out  in  America,  the  country  of  his  ad(i|)tion, 
where  his  bones  rest  in  pe.ue  among  us  to  this  da)-,  on  the  slo[)e  of  Starrs  I  Ml, 
(also  named  after  a  soldier  of  the  ("ontinental  .Army)  in  a  beautiful  grove,  where 
the  torest  trees  .st.iiid  as  a  silent  guard  of  honor,  anuiiul  his  grave,  which  is  now 
iiiarkeil  by  an  impressive  moiinnieni. 

'*  It  is  to  the  baron  we  owe  the  plan  of  a  National  School,  as  now  reali/.ed  at 
^\'est  Point ;  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati  for 
which  he  wrote  nearly  all  the  first  invitations.  His  decoration  of  the  Cross  '  de 
la  Fidelite'  suggested  its  badge  and  insignia  :  he  was  the  vice  jjresident  of  the 
New  \'ork  State  Society  from  17S5  to  ijiSf),  and  its  jiresident  from  17S6  to  1790, 
when  he  resigned — having  must  fully  exemplified  its  motto. 

"  '  I.i'l  11-,  iclnii|iii^!i  all  Id  scrvr  llic  Kc|hi1Hc.' 

"  He  was  a  great  favorite  in  the  best  New  York  society  of  that  day  and  was 
an  intimate  and  valued  friend  of  such  families  as  the  Duers,  Ja)s,  Livingstons, 
Fishes,  and  Varicks,  where  he  addetl  iniich  to  all  social  gatherings  by  his  wit 
and  jileasantry  and  polished  manners,  while  among  the  Cermans  he  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  and  veneration.  He  was  everywhere  spoken  of  as  simply  the 
baron  and  everyone  knew  exactly  who  was  meant.  At  his  country  house  in 
Steuben  in  November,  1794,  while  prejxiring  to  return  to  New  \'ork  for  the 
winter,   Steuben  was  seized  with  an  attack  of  paralysis.      His  faithful  friend, 
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CHAPTER  XII 
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Of  Will  Ctuthiiul/  Manor 
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"  I  Ik  w.is  the  eldest  suii  nf  Liciiteiiant-Clovcrnor  i'ieire  \';in  Cuiilandt  ;iiul  his 
wife  Johanna,  (lauj,'hter  of  Ciilhcrl  lavinyslwii,  and  a  gieai  L;ran(ls(jn  (if  Slephanns 
\'an  Cortiandt,  who  married  ("lerirude,  tlie  daugliler  of  I'iiilip  I'ielerse  \'an 
Sihuyler.  His  grandfather,  I'hilip  \'an  CorlhiMdl,  upon  his  decease,  eniaiied 
the  manor  to  liis  eldest  male  descendeiit  ;  Iml  his  eldest  urandsoii,  rhili|i.  whose 
father  sided  with  the  crown,  became  a  colonel  in  the  iJruish  service,  and  s(j  was 
iinahle  to  suhsianliale  his  claim  after  llie  war. 

"  At  the  aye  of  filUen  he  was  placed  at  the  C'cililenham  Academy,  nnder  the 
care  of  I'rofessor  Adams,  until  at  the  complelioii  of  his  studies,  when  he  liecame 
|iroficient  in  ihe  ))riifession  of  a  land  surveyor,  ("mvcrnor  'I'ryon  commissioned 
him  in.ij'ir  of  Colonel  \'er  I'laiu  k's  0-;inienl,  raised  on  ihe  manor,  before  the 
Revolutionary  war  bruke  oi:i.  \\  hen  n  came  he  threw  his  commission  in  tlie 
lire,  and,  notwithstanding;  the  earnest  rcipiests  his  family  relations,  look  issue 
with  his  lather  and  espoused  the  cause  of  the  opponentsof  thecruwn.  Cio\ernor 
'I  ryon  and  his  wife  visited  the  manor  house  in  lio|)es  of  persn.iding  the  family  lo 
remain  loyal  ;  but  findinj,'  it  useless,  left,  when  younu'  I'hili]i  olleied  his  services 
lo  and  was  recommended  b\'  the  mililarv  cnmmitlee,  and  on  ihe  iSth  of  J'lne, 
1775,  was  comniissioneil  by  Coii^Mess,  l.ienlenantColonel  of  ihe  l*'o  :'lh  lialld- 
ioii  of  the  New  York  Continental  Infantry,  marchini;  with  it  to 'i'iconderopa. 
Having  procured  a  lea\e  of  absence,  and  meetini;  W'ashinyloii  at  the  house  of 
his  relative,  James  \'an  Corll.indt,  in  Westchester  count)-,  he  a]ipoinled  him  at 
Kingsbridge  on  liis  slal'f. 

"  Cieneral  McDougall  wrote  to  Ihe  militarv  commitlep:  '  .\s  l.ientenant- 
Colonel  Van  I'orllandt  is  the  oldest  of  that  rank.  I  take  it  for  granted,  as  he  is  a 
young  gentleman  of  family  and  spirit,  lie  will  be  appointed  lo  the  lonimand  of 
my  old  regiment.' 

"  Wasliington  now  filled  np  a  commission  for  him  as  colonel,  dated  the  _^otli 
of  November,  1776,  assigning  liini  to  the  command  of  Ihe  Second  New  York. 
Regiment,  in  ()lace  of  Colonel  Rit/ema.  He  reached  his  new  command  at  Tren- 
ton the  morning  after  the  battle,  when  it  was  ordered  to  Fishkill,  where  it  as- 
sisted in  the  protection  of  the  ])asses  of  the  Hudson,  unlil  ordered  to  the  relief 
of  Fort  S(  hnyler,  iij)  the  Mohawk  \'alley.  When  St.  I.eger  was  defe.ited,  it 
was  ordered  bark,  and  joined  Ciener.d  Poor's  brigade,  opposing  the  .ulvaiice  of 
IJurgoyne  in  Saratoga,  iinlil  his  surrender,  on  ihe  17th  of  (Ictober,  1777,  when 
it  moved  down  the  river  to  Kingston,  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  burned,  just 

2HU 


i! 


^^{i'e'a^  -.y  <-^   -A>Vj,p-: 


^.r  ^,Uf..-^^^.^, 


riiii.ir  VAX  roiiTL.ixDT 


383 


before  Ins  hasty  reireat  tu  New  Vo,k.  an.l  jun.fd  Washington  at  Whu.  Marsh 

going  into  winter  (inarters  at  \-alk-y  Forgt-. 

"  At  the  request  of  Waslungton  he  rcmame.l  in  comnuuul  of  the  post  at  Rad- 

n    1,1  adelplua    was  engaged  without  hun  in  the  action  of  Monmouth.         t 
■ejomed  It  at  I'otighkeepsie,  and  resumed  the  connnaiui  during  the  winter    n  te 
cantonments  on  the  Hudson  at  New  Windsor.      In  the  spring  of  ti,e    e  t    e 
■779,  Im  regiment,  consisting  of  six  hundred  n>en,  was  orde^d  to  j.n     (^        i 

,  h     leachel  Wikeshane.  marching  thirty  miles  throng!,  the  wilderness  m 

-ty  days    an.l   took  part  u.  the  defeat  and  total  rout  of  Butler's  To  iTand 

H.ams     lulians.    laying   their  country  waste  all   the  way  to  Tioga       He  t     n 

b  ought  his  regiment  to  Morristown.  going  into  winter  quarters  thcj  '  ai   U.,^    " 

on  Arnold  s  court  martial  at  i'hila.lelphia  in  January  ^ 

Hu  h'V'",;",'"''  "'"  '''°'  '''  '^'■"'«'"  '"'^  '■^•«'™'^"'  ^«-'  '"  'I'e  defence  of  the 
mitil   Cornwallis  surrendered    whrn    I,.   ,     i      ,        » ""^  ""K-'de  in  the  trenches 

<"' "c„  ,„  ,.>o.,„,rj::,; ',   :;;,;":?:,"', '"'™;"' """""""' 

Pompton,  N   J  ^    ^'"    """   ''"""   quarters   at 

luiK.   i^tgimciit,   to  (lovernor  CleorL'e  Cliiunn    ..t  i>  ,    i  i 
tired  to  his  home.  ^     l^"nton,  at  I  oughkeei.sie,  and  re- 

New  York  A«e,„l,l,  ,„,l  s,„  .;        "'I>1>>»".     He  wnecl  .,s  a  member  „r  Mie 

o,„6,e.,  fro,,;  ;;;'',:it  ""'"" '"  ""■"  »•■-'-»•  --i  i-i^'  i™ «.„  i„ 
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"  For  many  years  he  servcil  as  treasurer  of  the  New  York  State  Society  of  tlie 
Cincinnati.  He  ilieil  at  his  resilience,  in  tlie  eiglity-second  year  of  his  age; 
and  tliis  great  and  distinguished  veteran's  remains  now  lie  mouldering  in  the 
private  Iniryini;  ground  of  the  family,  near  tiie  old  manor  house,  overlooking 
the  most  ])icturcs(iue  and  romantic  portion  of  the  Hudson." 

Extract  from  "  The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,"  by 

[dHN  Siiuvi.iR,  Secretary. 

^^A^'oK  oi"  Cdrti.anut,  lotii  day  of  April,  1748. 
"1  do  hereby  Certify  that  1  jiave  agreed  with  Salonu)!)  linrtis  for  tlie  faini 
where  Ricii''  Roads  did  live  on  fur  him  to  enter  upon  iV  to  keep  for  his  lifetime 
at  the  Rate  of  four  I'ouniis  ten  Shillings  a  yeare,  payable  in  money  or  County 
I'roduce  yearly.  If  he  should  Incline  to  Dispose  of  said  farm  then  he  must  ])ay 
me,  such  a  part  of  said  Disposal  as  we  can  agree  upon — Witness  my  liaiul 

'•  I'llil  II'  Cl)KII.ANIir." 
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LEAVES  FROM   THE   ACCOUNT   HOOKS   OF   AX   ORIGINAL 
COLONIAL    DA.MK 

.■lu///  of  dnii-r,!/  Sriiiiy/n- 

'•  Tl,e  magic  influence  of  Colonial  .lays  asserls  iiseir  in  this  latter  part  of  the 
nu,eteenth  century,  an.l  we  treasure  as  never  before,  the  possessions,  and  the 
traditions  of  our  ancestors. 

"U'e  imagine  then,  sitting  in  our  old  carved  chaus,  pouring  their  n.ulled 
wine   rom  our  tankards,  and  sipping  the.    Bohea  from  our  handleless  teac.ips 

"How  much  more  vivi.lly  are  they  pictured  in  our  imaginations,  when'we 
find  their  written  words  in  fouled  ink,  on  paper,  yellow  with  age-some  letter 
or  diary,  that  gives  us  an  insight  into  their  nuiuner  of  life  and  way  of  thinking! 
While  searching  through  old  papers,  in  the  interest  of  a  Colonial  tiame  of 
to-day,  we  find  the  quaint  old  tin,e  record  of  one,  who  was  born  more  than  two 
centur  es  ago,  and  one,  who,  in  her  dav,  was  a  belle  an.l  a  bea  ,ty 

"When   the  Colonies  were  young,  the   H.morable  Siephaniis  Van  Cortlandt 
Kul  seven  spngh.lydatigluers,  wh.,,  with  their  brothers,  ma.le  life  bright  in  his 
home;   all   beautunl,  sensible,  and  .levo.e.I  to  each  other;   all  greatly  admire.l 
a:i.    in  time   each  .named  to  men  of  high  stan.ling  i„  the  colonv-n.en  .,f  s..ciai 
an.l  political  power,  a  power  that  many  of  their  .lescendents  wield  to-,1  >y 

"  One  of  these  seven  dan,sels,  C.erlr.iy.i  by  name,  w.s  a  person  of  nuu  h  .le- 
c.sion  of  character      Although    very  young  when   her  father  died  in  ,700,  she 
grew  to  be  her  mother's  adviser  an.l  helper  in  the  household,  nn<I  business  cares 
Her  picture  shows  a  fair  face,  and  the  costume  of  Queen  Anne's  time  sets 
oil   her  figure  to  great  a.lvantage. 

"  louring  her  youth.  Lord  Cornbury  was  Governor  of  the  province,  and  my 

La.ly  Cornbury  brought  s.,n,e  old   world   customs  to  New  ^-..rk      She  held  a 

court  ,n  imitati.,,,  of  Knglan.l,  aiul  iutro.hiced  the  fashion  of  forming  her  house- 

»  .1  of  young  la.lies  of  go.,,,   birth,  as  was  done  in  great  Knglisl,  iu.usehol.is, 

an    of  employing  them  in  sewing,  embroidery,  ami  other  useful  avocations 

C.ertrnyd  \  an    Cortlandt  was  one  of  these  favore.i  girls,  an.l  the  memorv 
and    n,   uence  of  the  court   eti,,ue„e  remaine.l   always  w.tli   her.      L.^r  f 
when   she  was  well  on  in  years,  she  trie.l   „,  teach  her  step  gran.l.laughter  th^ 
aniiers  of  La.ly  C.,,.nbury,  and  the  ladies  of  her  .our,,  t,;  ^it  very  u^i.ht   ^ 

y  that  tinte   a   nev    .  ,a  was  .iawning  on  New  York,  a  governor's  ,  ourt  w  s  of 
the  ,>ast.^aiui  it  was  a  .liflicult  matter  t.,  impress  her  teachings  .,n  this  gay  yonng 

"In  .726,  three  years  after  her  mother's  death,  she  marrie.l  Colonel  Henrv 
neekman  the  son  .,f  the  C.„onel  Henry  Heekman.  wh.,  owned  many  th.,usa  d 
acres,  m  I  Ister  and  Dutchess  conn.ies,  about  whom  a  story  has  been  often  tl 
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that  (lining  liis  lil'ftime,  ii  boy  asked  a  Diiti  li  farnu'r  in  I'lster  idunty,  '  if  there 
was  land  in  the  niuon  ?  '  his  answer  was,  '  (Jo  ask  Clolonel  Heeknian,  if  there  is, 
he  surely  iias  a  patent  for  most  of  it.'  'i'he  records  of  the  Reformed  hutdi 
Chnrcli   in   New  V'ork,  chronicle  the  births  of  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  giil : 

"  •  flertrnyd,  born  March  17th,  1728. 

"'  llenricus,  born  l)ecember  7th,  1729.' 

"Nowhere  else  is  there  any  mention  of  them,  so  the  little  lives  must  have 
been  very  brief,  an<l  no  other  children  ever  came  to  gladden  Oerlruyil's  life. 


THE  BEEKMAN  HOUSE,  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y. 

"  After  her  father's  death,  she  lived  with  her  mother,  in  tlieir  lionse,  in  Stone 
street.  .She  seems  as  her  mother  advanced  in  years,  to  have  been  the  real  head 
of  the  household; — that  it  was  a  large  one  we  know,  for  in  1703,  'Widow 
Cortlandl  had  nine  slaves;  five  males,  two  females,  and  two  children,'  no  one 
else  in  the  city,  except  Colonel  de  I'eyster,  having  so  many. 

"Stone  street  was  the  first  street  jiaved  in  New  York.  The  cobblestones 
were  used,  we  read,  '  as  well  for  ornament  as  for  use.'  It  had  been  Hroiiwer 
street  until  this  event.  The  old  accounts  show  that  f/ie  Paver  was  regularly  paid 
to  keej)  the  street  in  order,  before  the  Van  Cortlandt  house. 

"  What  the  house  was  like,  we  find  in  an  old  newspaper  of  December  i6th, 
I  75  I,  where  appears  tiiis  advertisement : 

"' To  lie  Lett,  a  large  nH-elliii<j  lloiwc  with  ,i  Stable,  Oiitliouse,  Rolling  House  ami  flarden 
lying  in  Stone  Streel. 

"'  Kniiuire  of  Stephen  V.iii  Coill.uiilt.' 
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"Oenruyd   r,n,n,i   ,„„.  1,   „.  .• l„y  ,,,,  ,i,ne  mu-I  her  carefully  written  note- 

ooks,  would  be  sou.eth.ng  for  a  Colon,..!  .lan.e  of  1896,  to  be  prou.l  of.  they 
^^CK  so  neatly  kept,  and  'mother  Cortlandfs  '  n.oney,  so  wisely  exne.uled  she 
mnst  have  been  a  notable  honsekeeper  ;  she  frequented  the  Vly  Market ;' she 
I'ought  food  aud  clothing  for  fa.nily  an.l  househohl.  she  attended  ,0  the  pay- 
n.ent  of  the  .lector  s  an.l  the  tuinister's  accounts,  cared  lor  the  slaves  in  sickness 
an.  ,n  health,  and  saw  that  the  supply  of  fuel  was  always  undiminishe.l.  The 
of  the  art,,  les  she  purchase.l  are  many  and  various,  from  <a  purrel  neck- 
lace    to  a  pound  o(   nads. 

"To  show  the  difference  in   the  prices  now,  an.l  one  hundre.l  au,l  seventy- 
books.  »hich  (overed  a  period  of  many  years'  duration. 
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Foi-  one  Kow  i\:  calf  .\:  f, 
To  Mtal  iv:  Oysters  ... 
"  Suawbenys  ... 

liulloi-     .    .        .    .    . 

"   I'aiil  to  llic   I'avci- 

To  1    II).   Hohe   lea     ...'.'' 

"  W'alfi-  Millions  &  Cowcimiliers 

"  I'l-li,  meal,  lueail,  niclasses 

'•  2  pictures ,    •    ■    .    . 

"  nails.  ^;    l^    11).   Hohc   lea 

"    '-y']-..<!i-esian   I-ininR  silk,  S:' silk'  co! 

"  I-ly 

^  "   Hran  iV  scliocolal 

To  l<aljailj;cs 

\'e   minisler's   money  . 

IM.  A|i|.oloMia  f.M-creaninfr'fcatl'ieis  ' 
lo  <-  ntton  tor    Kanilles  .... 

"    Diiks  iV  scliocolal  ..,'.' 

Xails   lor  ye   fence  in  ye  broadway 
"   .Minister  \   |io,,r  lax 
"  A   leather  pr  „f  lirilcliesfor  ye'iUM-ro  ' 
To   veal,  hrca.l  .S:  Creens  .    .         '^      '    ' 

'loNet;ro's   stockiiifjs 

To  ;i    IW.  Kvory  liaiKlle   knives  ^V  fork's 
10  iiuilliiif;  a   pelecoal 
To  I   cask  of  liiilor 
"  C'leaniiif,'  llie   well   .    . 

To  sli.icklal   lisli   N:  craniicrrvs.'irre 
To  silk  S:  Ferreton    .     .     ,     /   '^ 
To  cash   10   Folkerl  Herman 
Cash  for  one  pr.  of  fjloves 
To   ye  widow  lOit^ers  for  milk 
Ca.sh   for  a   Schaliiulisli 
To  Klizalielh  .\randl  for  sowing  . 
A   haer   brush    . 
A  pair  of  brass   hand   Irons 
To  Chikins  &  pease 
To  The  tallow  ("hanilelacr 
"   Robert  l.ivinjjsi.iTi  for  salt 


ranlbs  &  raisins,  1)|  at  lilagg's  in  llie 


ens  &  c^f, 
wife  for  ye  whiten 


inj;  of  I.innen 


"  A  rope  .V  a  Unkkel  for  ye  house  on  ye  broailwav 


I'aid  (he  Wascber  woman 
To  Jenny  &  .Molley  the  sowing  {jirls 
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To  I, oaf  SuKRar 

'•  'I'lii'  lti.  for  yc  servants  ,    .    . 
To  Si)«iii>;  for  yc  slaves   .... 

"  (,liiiii.rs  iV    lout;  pepper       .    . 

"   Meat  Howcr  e),'(;s  \   lireml  .    . 

'•    Tlie  Canoe 

"    lluckweit 

"    riie  Sniilli  mending  ye  pomp  . 

"    Uliu',  slardi 


Wool 

I.inu'  i,S:  s.uid 

Making  2  licdiK    .... 
l)r  Uennis  lor  Tliom   .    .    . 
A  sliirl  for  'I'liom  ... 
Uuni  for  tile  work   people 

MelasMs  ,V:   liier 

Wale    l)one 

<  ii'eses .    .    . 


Turkeys,  .V  t'ranberrys 

One  Kock  for  ye  j^ale 

Sheet  Lead  bt  of  Mr.  liayard 

1  ilay's  work  to  K  Hrevoort 

2  liHsli  lime 

1  While  Wa^liinK  linisli 

Market  vS;  Scroliliin^,'  brushes       

I  Halt   mollur  jiresenled  to  I  )r.  ( 'olius  pd  Caihveis 

Wood  \  riding; 

1  qrof  liief 

Venson 
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"   mending  old  I'uwier 

"    I  ox  billy  \  2  heads 

"   .\  woman  for  ipiilling  for  niollicr 

To  1  lying  stockings 

"  Wood  \  Hrooms 

"  Silk  for  2  beds 

"   N'e  miller 

"  Unloading  the  boat 

"   Mr  I'inch  I  llatt  &  2  Spactlkles 

"    I  i)r.  motion 

"  ,?  Cedar  I'osts  for  ye  Cellar  door  in  Stone  St 

To  mending  2  doors  in  the  brew  h<nise 

To  meniling  the  Citchin  l-'loor 

To  a  bench  along  the  big  liou^e,  \  for  painting  the  vanie       

To  a   Mason  5J2   days   for  mending  the  Tile   Roof  of  T'les  which   were 
blown  of,  ii  plastering  the  inside  of  the  house  in  .Sundry  places  .    .    . 
To  Silver,  i\;  by  2  chany  dishes 

"  'I'lie  t'litries  are  much  flie  same  froni  moiitli  to  month  iiiteisper.sed  with 
'  suiKhifs  at  Markod,'  written  in  tlie  same  inivarving  even  hand,  and  tlie  sjiell- 
ing  far  above  the  average  of  that  time,  when  Dutch  and  English  were  so  oddly 
intermingled,  and  used  so  indiscriminalely.  We  cannot  liel]i  (ommending  the 
regularity  witii  which  '  ye  minister's  money  '  and  '  ye  poor  ta.\  '  were  paid,  and 
also  we  note  how  exceedingly  fond  of  '  .schocolat '  '  mother's  family  '  seem  to 
have  been.  Apjxilonia  and  Claiidy  were  called  iii)on  continually  for  such  varied 
services,  that  we  feel  a  pang  of  regret  that  there  are  no  Clatidys  and  Ajipolonias 
with  such  versatile  talents  to  take  places  in  our  households  of  to-day. 

"  Jenny  and  Mollev  '  the  sowing  girls  '  also  found  work  in  plentv  for  tlieir 
willing  hands  in  the  Stone  Street  hoiv  ",  the  '  scrobbiiig  brushes,'  brooms,  lime. 
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a.ul  saiwl.  fuuiui  so  ..f.en  ,.n  ,l,c  lists,  show  ihat  it  must  have  l.een  a  neat  house 

"Gertruy.l   seems   to   have  bee,,  very  cons,  ientious   in   her  deahngs  with  her 
"Other,  every  cent  receive,!,  and   expanded  was  recorded,  and  whe,t  in     7 
the  ,lear  mother  who  hud  been  such  a  heroine  in  ha-  .h.y    went  to  her    o.u  r "  i 
rest,  (followed  by  nearly  f,ve  hundred   people,  a  very  W     u    b 
t.me.)  she  made  a  careful  list  of  the  fune  al  ex,  enses,  as  fXw  "  '"'' 
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To  llaiiirl  Ciuliiifor  inotl,ci\comn  I    ^ 

lo     he    ''.Moh   rhun-cl,   f,,,  ye^,,,vc^lH.ll,inKing.' \    \ 

"  .liiiiies  WeKh  lor  1)(|  lingjiif,  ,  *-    *> ,3 

"  The   fiuiicli   lii'lj   liiif-ei-   .    .    ' 

"  The  I'diIcis 

"  .Ml-.  Shoi-l  f,),-  len.linf;  tlic  liui'ial ■     ' 

"  M.ii-y  Tliciii.,,!,  f,,|.  i,.|„liii^,  (he  Imi-ia 

"  .'^ii'-aiiiia  \\\\U  for-  ^;la^•.es  A 


I'll  C'laiiily  fi),'  inaUiii 
'I'o  .1 


spice. 


U,  iiioiiriiinj; 


o  a  moiiinini;  s„i|  of  c,a|,f  \  Tafety       '    '    "    '  ' 

lo  il'i  for  Mstei-  Kli/alieth    .  ^ 


To  silk  X-  filoves 

To  I  „f  .,il|i  ...,',    \    \ 

To  Kar(inj;of  -,  |!ls  wyne'    .        .        '    '    ' 

To  cash  |>,|  [ohn  Sniitli  for  CaiKlles 
A)  Cash  pil  Waldroii  ye  liakcr  011  his  acct 
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And  I  St   ,    should   he  forgotten  wl,«  h,„l   done  honor  to  her  mother  bv 
attending  her  funeral,  she  p,epared   a  list   headed    •R,.,.,,fr,  / 

Geertruyd  v,„    LWthvnlt  over  la.le     /V 1^  V,.     ^'"^'""f  ^^y^' '""">""•'''''■ 
■      ■  I'l'ie—inmo  Aovemhn-  amio  17 2J,'  and  he- 


counts,  and  after  her  marriage  to  Colonel  Henry  li.Jkn.an  ,w 
Junet  l.uingston)  she  found  another  and  a  diffeieni  sphere  of 

"she  was  a  mother  to  h'        •     • 
should  receive  at  his  death 


keep  the  family  ac- 
hose  fust  wife  was 
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*"  I''^"">  ";y  "lills  at  Rl,inel,ccl<  yea,ly  2  1,1,1s  line  llower. 

"  '  i  liarrels  lireail. 

"'  2  han-ols  Indian  Cnrn  nieel 

^::j:rr;,:';i,:-,i-:-:;--— :»-^:^,^;;,i - 


alive. 


,  as  whui  I  s\; 


"  The  one  half  „f  the  f„rnitni 


pleases  a^er   ,ny  .lea.h  and';,     ^  ^^  '   ^7'    '"  '"   T^  "'  ''""'  "'  '"^  '''^'--"  "^  -  ^he 
my  Kstate  dnr.n,-  Inr  ..ilt-  i,' Vie         ,    ,  !       I  ■';:"'  ^'  ^'°°  ''^  "'""'"'  '°  '^  I-<1  -'  °' 
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"  He  also  allowed  lur  U>  dispose  of  her  own  esi.'.ic  and  personal  i)roperty  'as 
she  pleases.' 

"  Mrs,  Heekinaii  left  a  paper  wiih  the  followmi;  iiistrnctions  in  addition  to 
her  will  : 

'•  '  There  uuist  Ik.-  mourning  rini^s  t'or  my  daughter- in-law  ,  Mrs.  I,i\  iiigsion  and 
Kai  h  of  her  daughters  I'',aeh  one,  tor  Mrs.  llawes  one.  lor  eaeh  of  my  e.xecuiors 
one,  for  the  I'all  hearers  Ivuh  one. 

'•  '  The  ring  on  my  linger  must  be  lur  I'.li/alieth  who  now  tends  me,  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  ("ockroll,  V,.\c\\  one,  for  Coil.  Stuyves.int  one,  for  Ivieh  of  my  Daughter 
Livingston's  Sons,  Ivieh  one  ;  what  1  h.ive  given  Mrs.  Ciage  1  desiie  it  to  lie 
made  in  a  piece  of  plate  with  my  name  on  it. 

'•   '  f"i!  inut  VOT     IlrlKMAN.' 


"  Mrs.  Tiage  was  the  wife  of  General  Hage  and  the  mother  of  \'isconnt  Gage, 
she  was  Mrs.  Heeknian's  niece  and  Ciod-daiighter.  (Jertruyd  Heekniaii  lived  to 
see  her  eighty-ninth  birthday,  and  although  childless,  she  lia<l  affectionate  Cud- 
children  (all  remembered  in  her  will).  She  was  much  beloved  by  the  children 
and  grandchildren  of  her  brothers,  to  whom  she  left  her  large  estate,  (on  part 
of  which  was  situated  Anthony's  Nose  Mountain)  and  many  of  their  descend- 
ents  still  keep  fresh  the  memory  of  '  Aimt  Meekman.'  " 

l>y  her  great  great  great-niece, 

CATHAuiNii  T.  R.  Matiikws. 
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VAN  CORTLANUT  MANOR  HOUSE. 

Till':  VAN  c:uR'ii..\M)r  manor  house 

Crotoii  oil  Hiuhon 

"  Near  llie  mouth  of  the  t'lotoii  river  stands  the  C'ortlaiult  Manor  House,  late 
tlie  residence  of  (leneral  I'iiilip  van  Cortlanilt,  but  now  ( 1S47)  in  jiossession  of 
Colonel  I'lerre  van  Cortlandt,  his  nephew.  Tliis  veneralile  mansion  was  built 
soon  alter  tiie  erection  of  the  manor  by  Joliainies  van  Corllaiidt,  (jldest  son  of 
Ste[)lianus  van  Cortlandt.  lirst  lord  of  the  rn.inor  of  Cortlandt.  The  basement 
story  still  ret.iins  the  old  einbr.isiires  for  fire  arms,  and  the  steep  llight  of 
steps  in  front,  powerl'ullv  reminds  the  visitor  of  those  sanguinary  limes,  when  its 
noble  owiu'rs  ni'ver  knew  when  they  were  secure  from  the  inri;ads  of  the  savages, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  strength  and  security  of  their  habitations.  The  fror.t 
commands  the  most  extensive  and  beautiful  views  of  ihe  Croton  b.iy  and  Hudson 
river,  with  the  addilion.d  interest  of  a  lawn  and  neat  ganlcn,  l.nd  out  al  the  foot 
of  the  buildnig.  It  is  sliellered  on  the  luirth  by  a  high  hill  io\eri-d  with  luxuri- 
ant forest  trees.  The  approach  to  the  house  is  by  a  road  formed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Croton  river. 

"The  entrance  hall  is  adorned  with  seveial  slags'  heads,  tlie  only  remains  of 
that  wild  race  which  anciently  spread  from  the  Hudson  to  Connecticut. 

"  'I'he  library  contains  a  v.ihiable  collection  of  books,  interesting  aulogra|ihs 
and  old  letters  :  among  the  latter  an  original  letter  from  (leucral  Washingion, 
dated  Moinit  \ernon,  April  ,vl.  1797.  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  near  which  is  the  follow- 
ing, '  Mrs.  Washington  ])reseuts  her  compliments  lo  .Mrs.  Clinton,  an<l  liuding 
that   Congri-ss  will,  conlrarv  lo  Ihcir  usual   practice  on   Satunlavs,  assemble  to- 
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inonovv,  proposes  to  Mrs.  Clinton  to  visit  the  I'tdcral  Imilding,  at  six  o'clock 
tomorrow  attcrnoon  if  it  should  be  convenient  to  her.      I'riilay  afternoon.' 

"Ill  the  same  apartment,  is  a  fine  bust  of  the  Honorable  Pierre  van  Con- 
landt,  from  the  original  iiainting  by  Jarvis  ;  and  a  portrait  of  (^leneral  I'ierre 
van  Cortlandt,  e.xecuted  in  (rayons,  by  \'aldcnuit,  1797.  Also  llie  silver 
mounted  pistols  of  the  lientcnant-guvernor. 

"  What  a  variety  of  illustrious  visitors  may  fancy  sununon  up  and  set  down  in 
this  ancient  mansion.  At  one  time  the  illustrious  Franklin,  sealed  in  the  parlor, 
upon  seeing  (leneral  I'ierre  van  Cortlandt,  (then  a  boy,)  walk  in  wiiii  a  handfid 
of  prickly  pears,  refpiested  a  few  of  the  i)ins  as  he  was  shortly  going  to  Fiance 
and  would  like  to  exhibit  in  thai  country  pins  of  domestic  manufacture. 

"  At  aiuitiier  time,  we  have  the  neighi)oring  tenantry  assembled  on  the  lawn, 
while  the  elo(pienl  Whitfield  addresses  tiieni  from  the  piaz/a. 

"  The  year  preceding  the  commencement  of  hoslilities  lnnveeii  the  mother 
country  and  her  Colonies,  His  I'Acellency,  William  'I'ryon,  ami  suite,  paid  an 
unlooked  for  visit  here,  of  which  Ciener.il  I'liilip  van  ("(irtlandt  thus  speaks:  '  I 
remember  Governor  Tryon  came  in  a  vessel  brini;ing  his  wile  and  a  )()ung  lady, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  the  Honorable  John  Watts,  a  relation  of  my  father,  and 
Colonel  F^dmund  Fanning,  his  friend  and  secretary  ;  and  after  remaining  a 
night,  he  proposed  a  I'aik,  and  alter  proceeding  to  the  higliesl  jioint  of  laiui  on 
the  farm,  being  a  height  which  affords  a  most  delightful  (inispecl,  when  the 
governor  commenced  with  observing  what  great  favors  could  be  obtained  if  my 
father  would  relimiuish  his  <ipposilion  to  the  views  of  the  king  and  iiaili.mient 
of  Gre..i  Britain,  wh.it  grants  of  land  could  and  would  be  the  conscipier.ce,  in 
addition  to  other  favors  of  eminence,  conseiiuencc,  \c.  My  father  then  ob- 
served that  he  was  chosen  a  represent.itive  by  the  unanimous  approbation  of  a 
people  who  placed  confidence  in  his  integrity  to  use  all  his  ability  for  their 
benefit  and  the  gotxl  country  as  a  true  patriot,  which  line  of  conduct  he  was  de- 
termined to  pursue.  'I'iie  governor  then  turned  to  Colonel  I'aiining  and  said, 
"  I  find  our  business  here  must  terminate,  for  nothing  can  be  elfecled  in  this 
place,  so  we  will  return  ;  "  which  they  did  by  taking  a  short  and  h.isty  farewell, 
and  embarked  on  boai\l  the  sloop  and  returned  to  New  \'ork.'  'I'liis  was  in  the 
year  1774. 

"  .V  long  walk  leads  lliroiigh  the  old  garden  or  pleasaunce  to  the  ancient  ferry 
house.  This  building  was  occupied  by  a  continental  guanl  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  occasionally  favored  with  the  presence  of  Washington  and  other  dis- 
tinguished military  ofticers. 

"  The  following  orders  from  the  llaion  de  Kalb  bear  date, 

"'Cami'  m.ar  f'KoroN  Ihuniii:,  njlli  July,  177S. 

"'  C'oloiu'l  M.ilcolin\  rcfjiment  i^  imlcrcil  to  mnixh  nt  2  o'clock  to  iiioniiw  luoiiiin^;  lo  the 

fort  ut  Wc-^t  I'oiiil,  on  lluiKon's  Kiver,  willi    llie  ifKimcnt  cominainlcil  by  l.iciit.  Col.  I'ail^cr, 

which  is  to  join  on  the  roml  near  (roton  liiiilgc.     The  commander  of  ilic  hvo  rcj;iinenl.s  (Col. 

ISiin)  will  ni.ike   all  conveninit  ili^iialch,  niarcliint;  ten  inilos  n  day,  av  water  and  ground  will 

ndinit. 

'  "  Till   r.AuoN  HI-  Kami.' 
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"  A  beautiful  lane  leads  from  the  ferry  house  east  to  the  Croton  briclMe  Be- 
low the  bridge  the  river  is  seen  expandiMg  into  a  wide  bay,  ornamente.i  with 
picturesque  islands,  points  of  land,  and  lofty  banks,  covered  with  clusters  of 
nch  fohage.  On  the  evening  of  October  the  .s,,  ,609.  Henry  Hudson  anchore.l 
the  Half-iMoon  at  the  niouJi  of  the  Croton. 

"  The  Van  Cortlandt  cemetery  is  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  west  of  the 
rnansion.     'lo  the  west  of  the  cemetery,  at  the  entrance  of  the  nerk  proper 
stood  the    ndian  castle  or  fort  of  Ki.chawan,  one  of  the  most  a,u:ient  fo messed 
south  of  the  inghlaiuls.  ' 

;;  '^']'^'^  ;i'-e   numerous    Revolutionary  incidents  coune.  te.i    with   Crotou   or 
Teller  s  Po.nt  deserving  of  notice.     It   was  olf  the  western  extremity  liuu  the 


VAN  CORTLANDT  SILVERWARE. 

17th   Century. 

'^*A^'"p'''-  .  '"^•■"'  ^"'"''"-     Christening  Bowl 
witch    ''     '"'""■     ^"'P'''''""^  Van  tor(l.in,lts 

Vtilture  sloop  of  war  came  to  anchor  on  the  morning  of  the  .rst  of  .September 
A:'dd!T'     ""'"'  '"'  ■'"'"'  ''^^  ^"^  '^"'""^^  "^  '-•^""«-^  uUervLwuh 

"Stephanus  van  Cortlan.l,,  lirst  l.r.l  of  the  Manor  of  Cortland,,  „rea  eighty- 
ix  thousaiHl   acres)  was  tiie  son  of  tlie  Honorable  Olo.f  Stephenson  v.i    (    r, 
andt,  nnmethateiy  tlescen.led   from  .me  of  the  most  noble  families  i     ,," 
heir  ancestors  having  emigrated  thither,  when  tleprive.l  of  the  ^,     r      m    ^ 
Courla.ul-the  ancient  l)„d,v  of  Courla,.,!  in  Russia  ^     ' 

-  Cotirhmd  in  Russia  (says  Schiut.ler,)  n.merly  constitute,]  a  portion  of  I.ivo- 

■  me      1  7  fT'rT       T  "";  '"'""•"■'■  ^'"«'^'^  '"  '56r.      It  slibsequentlv  be- 
.  mt  a  1  cf  of  I  oh,n<i.     After  the  fill  of  that  power  it  remaine,!  for  a  sliort'tin,e 
UKlependent  tin.ler  its  own  D.ikes,  but  in  r,,,  ...s  unite.l  to  Russia. 

in  the  early   part  of  the    i7ih  century,  we  find   the  I1„1-h.  ,r  n       1      . 

'"^"■■"' '", "-  ■»" .V  ""Vice  of  ,„.  u„i,;,i  k,  i'"t  ;:„';,";; :;;; 
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"  The  Diikes  of  Coiirlaiul  appear  lo  have  lieeii  lepieseiited  in  1610  liy  tlie 
Rif^ht  lIoiKirable  Steven  van  Cortlaniit,  in  Soutii  Holland,  lather  of  the  aliove 
mentioned  OlolT  Stevenson  van  Corllandt. 

"  Like  his  illustrious  anceslms,  OlolT  Stevenson  van  Corllandt  chose  the  mili- 
t.u\  profession.      As  early  as  1O39,  ue  tind   hini  attached  to  t 


ie  iinluary  service 

of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company.  He  suhsecpiently  emigrated  to  tliis  ccunlry, 
and  was  soon  after  his  arrival  at  New  Amsterdani,  advanced  to  the  ci\  il  depart- 
ment as  conimi>s,n-y  of  cargoes,  at  a  sal.iry  of  thirty  guilders. 

"Of  this  individual,  the  historian  of  New  Nelherland  remarks,  '  Oloff  Steven- 
son, or  OKiff  Stevens  van  Corllandt,  as  lie  sulise(|nenlly  signed  his  name,  left  the 
1648.      On   becoming   a    freeman   he   enil)arked  in  trade, 

lie  was  Colonel  of 


comiianv  s  service   ni 


mill  a  hrewerv  i 


n   Ni 


Unstei'dam,  am 


hecame  weallliv. 


the  liurghery,  or  City  Train  iiands,  in  1649,  in  which  year  he  was  also  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  nine  men.  He  was  one  of  the  signers  to  the  remonstrance 
transmitted  to  Holland  against  the  administration  of  l)iie(tor  Kieft,  and  the 
highhanded  measures  of  Direc  tor  Stuyvesant.      In  1654  he  was  elected  Schepen 


of  the  {."ity  of  New  Amsterd 


nn, and  m 


>f'5S 


;ipi)o 


in  ted  li 


urgomeester,  which  oflice 


he  filled  almost  uninterruptedly  to  the  close  of  the  Dutch  gove;  nment.  ]  lis  jilace 
of  residence  was  in  ]hduwer  straat,  now  Sioiie  street.  He  had  the  character  of 
being  a  woilhy  citi/en,  and  a  man  most  liberal  in  his  charities.'     ]iy  his  wife, 


Ann   Loockermans 


he   h 


issue — seven    children. — Stephanus,    w 


10   marnet 


Oerlrude  Schuyler;  Maria,  who  married  Jeremias  van  Rensselaer,  Catharine, 
who  married  Inst,  J(jhn  Derval,  ami  secondly,  Frederick  Philips;  Cornelia,  who 
married  Hareut  Schuyler;  Jacob,  who  married  l",va  I'hilips;  Sophia,  who  mar- 
ried Andrew  Teller,  and  John,  who  died  nmnarried." 

"Sle])hanus  van  Corllandt  died  in  the  year  1700,  leaving  by  his  wife 
Ciertnide  Schuyler,  eleven  (  hildren,  who  intermarried  with  the  Del'evslers, 
Del.anceys,  Heeckmans,  Skinners,  Hayards,  Johnsons,  \'.in  Rensselaers,  and 
Schuylers," 

The  beautiful  old  manor  house. — with  its  surrounding  glens  and  woods 
now  consisting  of  six  hundred  acres — is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
tlescendants. 
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I'HE  VAX  CORLTANDT  ^rANS10N 

"  Curtliuult  house,  the  ancient  residence  of  tlie  \'an  Coillandt  f;imily,  staiuls 
ill  tlie  vale  behiw,  alunit  ime  mile  north  from  Kingsbridge,  on  the  road  leading 
to  tlie  village  of  Vonkers. 

"Jacobus  van  Cortlaiult,  the  first  of  the  name  wlio  enjoyed  this  estate  (eight 
hundred  and  fifty  acres)  was  the  second  son  of  the  Right  Honorable  Oloff 
Slevensen  van  Cortlandt.  Jacol)us  married  l''.va  I'hilipse,  daughter  of  the  Hon- 
orable Frederick  I'hilipse  of  the  manor  of  I'hilipsburgh.  llesides  the  Vonkers, 
Jacobus  \an  ("orilandt  was  a  landed  ])ro])riet()r  of  the  town  of  Bedford,  in  this 
comity. 

"  Frederick  van  Cortlandt,  only  son  of  Jacobus,  married  Francis  |.\y,  daugli- 
tcr  of  the  Huguenot,  .Vugustus  Jay,  by  his  wife  .Anna  Maria  ISayard. 

"Upon  the  death  of  I'Vederick  van  Cordandt,  i2th  I'tbriiary,  1749,  the 
estate  devolveil  by  the  will  of  Jacobus,  Sr.,  to  Jacobus  van  Cortlandt,  Jr.,  eldest 
son  and  heir  at  law  of  I'Vederick.  This  inilividual,  better  known  as  Colonel 
James  v.m  Cortlandt,  nobly  used  his  influence  (whde  residing  here  during  the 
war)  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  his  suffering  coimtrymen.  It  not  nn- 
fre(|iienlly  h.ippeiied  that  a  jioor  neighbor  was  robbed  of  everything  he  possessed  ; 
upon  ap|)licati()n  to  Colonel  van  Cortlandt  he  would  assume  his  red  watch  coat, 
and  mounting  his  horse  ride  down  to  the  city,  to  intercede  in  their  behalf. 
He  seldom  a\)plied  in  vain,  such  was  the  universal  respect  for  his  character. 

"  The  inesent  mansion  house,  a  large  edifice  of  stone,  was  erected  by  Fred- 
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erick  van  Cortlandt,  A.  I).  1748  ;  it  forms  a  noble  oltjcct  wlien  viewed  from  the 
lawn.  Tiie  situation  coniiiuii.ils  nearly  tiie  whole  length  of  the  vale  of  Vonkers; 
stretching  south,  the  view  terminates  only  by  the  high  hills  of  New  York  Island, 
and  Heights  of  Kordhani.  The  pleasure  grounds  in  front,  ajjpear  to  have  been 
laid  out  in  the  ancient  Uutch  stjle,  with  high  arlilicial  banks,  adorned  with  rows 
of  stately  box,  venerable  for  their  height  and  anti(iuity  ;  while  below  are  still 
visible  the  remains  of  olil  fish  ponds  and  jets  d'eau.  Above  tiie  old-fashioned 
windows,  grim  visages  in  the  shape  of  corbels  seem  to  frown  upon  the  beholder. 
We  suppose  them  to  be  a  kind  of  '  genus  loci.' 

"  Two  eagles  sinniouiit  the  posts  of  the  old  gateway  facing  the  stables.  'I'hese 
were  part  of  the  spoils  taken  trom  a  Spanish  privateer  during  the  war;  and  pre- 
sented to  Augustus  van  Cortlandt,  by  Rear  Admiral  Robert  I'igby  ol  the  15ritish 
navy.  To  the  east  of  the  house,  the  Mosliohi  (Tippetts  brook)  pent  up  by  the 
milldam,  forms  an  extensive  sheet  of  water,  which  is  greatly  enricheil  by  the 
vicinity  of  green  meadows,  orchards  and  neighboring  hills.  South  of  the  jxind 
is  situated  the  old  mill. 

"  During  the  early  period  of  the  Revolulionar)'  war  this  house  was  gairisoned 
by  a  pi([uet  guard  of  the  ("iieen  Yagers,  whose  officers  held  their  head(piarters 
here. 

"  His  l'",.\celleiicy.  General  Washington,  and  aids,  dined  in  one  of  the  apart- 
ments on  the  memorable  July  of  17S1,  when  the  British  i)i(piels  were  driven 
within  the  lines  upon  New  York  Island.  In  another  room  the  inifortunate  Cap- 
tain Rt)we  e.\piretl  in  the  arms  of  his  bride  elect. 

"  I'o  the  north  of  the  mansion  is  seen  rising  \'ault  Hill,  so  called  from  the 
family  sepulchre,  which  is  seated  upon  its  summit.  It  was  upon  this  hill  that 
Cieneral  Washington  stationed  his  troops  and  lighted  camj)  fires  for  the  purpose 
of  deceiving  the  enemy,  whilst  he  secretly  wiilubow  10  join  I. a  Fayette  before 
Yorktown  in  \'irginia,  A.  I).  1781." 

In  1889  the  properly  was  purrli.ised  by  the  City  of  New  ^■ork  for  a  public 
park. 

"  Placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  the  State  of  New  York  by 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  a  term  of  twenty-live  years  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  in  iS^u. 

"  Opened  as  a  public  nuisetim  by  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  on  May  27th,  1897,  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  landing  of  Governor  Petrus  Stuyvesant  on  the  Island  of  Manhattan." 
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PHILIPSE  MANOR  HOUSE,  Yonkers,  N.   Y. 

THE  MANOR  OK  I'l  IILU'SISIRGH 

'I'liu  I'hilipse  f.imily — cDiitiolliiit;!)'  idciuirii'd  with  \'i)iikers,  N.  Y.,  from  1672 
to  llic  lime  (if  llie  RfV(OuUoiiary  war — sprang  frmn  a  noble  house  ul  ]5oheniia. 

"  I'he  spelling  (jf  the  name  was  F-e-ly-ji  s  e.  The  earlier  generations,  we 
are  tohl,  were  Hussites,  and  their  descendants  continued  lirm  in  the  faith.  The 
fainuus  Thirty  \'ears'  war,  which  broke  out  in  1618,  and  at'teruard  involved  the 
peace  of  all  Western  Ivirope,  started  in  IJoheniia.  The  lioheniians  rose  for 
liberty,  and  this  introduced  the  conllict.  The  wildest  persecutions  followed. 
At  least  thirty  thousand  ISoheinian  families  sought  refuge  in  Saxony,  Sweden,  Po- 
land, Holland,  etc.  IJolton  says  the  furthest  known  back  ancestor  of  the  ^'onkels 
Philipse  family  was  the  w  idow  of  the  Right  Honorable  Viscount  I'hiliiise.  She 
fled  from  Hohemia,  taking  with  lier  her  children,  and  whatever  of  her  jiroperty 
she  could  carry,  and  settled  in  I'rieslanil,  somewhere  between  i6t8  and  1626. 
Among  her  children  was  a  son  Frederick,  who,  after  settling  in  I'ricsland,  mar- 
ried Margaret  Dacres,  of  England. 

"  In  the  \ear  1658,  Frederick  Philipse,  (having  jirevionsly  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  the  Stadtholder  and  States  General,)  emigrated  from  Ivist  Frieslaiid  to 
the  New  Netherlands,  carrying  with  him  money,  i)late  and  jewels.  Upon  his 
arrival  in  the  city  of  New  .Amsterdam,  (as  New  York  was  then  called,)  he  pur- 
chased a  large  estate,  and  soon  became  one  of  its  wealthiest  merchants.  On  the 
9th  of  February,  1658,  Crovernor  Sinyvesant  granteil  certain  lots  within  the  City 
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of  New  Amsterdam  to  Fre<leri(  k  I'liilipse,  wliicli  were  suliseiiueiuly  confirmed  to 


liim  by  the  English  governor,  on  the  i2tli  of  April 


1667. 


In   1693,  ont  of  the  favor  he  enjc 


ith   the   I'ingiihli  guverninent,  lie   re- 


ceived the  grant  of  the  great  Manor  (if  l'liili|isbingl 


After  the  deatli  of  his  lirsi  wile,  Mar 
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ndennroe 
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le  married 


192, 


Catharine,  daughter  of  ( )loff  Sienvensen  \'an  Cortlaiidt  ;   she  was 

25th,  1652,  and  was  the  widow  of  Colonel  John  ile  Witt,  or  Jan  der  Vail. 


Oclol.: 


Frederick  I'hilipse,  the  first  lord  of  the  Manor  of  I'hilipshiir.Lih.  died  in  1702. 
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New  Vurk  Citv   and   Ni 


erscv   to  his  IW( 


IS  son 
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died  before  his  lat 


ler,  leaving  one 


daughters,  l",va  and  Ai 

child,  a  son,  named   Frederick.     To  this  grandson  (but   two  years  old  at  his 

death) 


ilinsbiirgh  Ma 


tleatli)  and  to  his  own  son  Adolplius,  he  letl  the  I'miipslnirgh  .Manor, 
grandson  became  the  second  Lord  I'hilijise.  liefore  he  came  Id  his  estate,  in 
1619,  his  uncle  Adolplius,  who  never  married,  had  died,  and  left  him  his  share 
of  the  manor.  So,  upon  his  arrival  at  manhond,  he  became  owner  and  lurd  of 
the  entire  riiilipsburgh  estate,  and  was,  as  slated,  the  second  lord  of  the  mannr." 

His  eldest  son,  Colonel  Frederick  I'liilipse,  was  the  third  and  last  lord  of  the 
manor. 

Robert  IJolton  writing  in  1847,  says:  "At  a  short  distance  above  the 
village  landing,  facing  the  post  road,  is  the  old  manor  hall.  'I'he  present  front 
was  erected  cir.  1745,  the  rear  at  a  much  earlier  jjcriod,  which  is  reported  to 
have  been  built  soon  after  the  I'liilipse  family  |iurchase(l  here,  A.  1).  1682. 
.Mthoiigh  the  favorite  residence  at  first,  appears  to  have  been  Castle  I'liilipse,  in 
Sleejiy  Hollow. 

"The  front  of  the  manor  hall  presents  quite  a  handsome  elevation  for  a 
country  residence  of  the  olden  time.  It  is  buill  in  the  Hutch  style,  so  fashion- 
able at  that  [leriod  ;  its  roof  is  surmounteil  by  a  heavy  line  of  balustrade  forming 
a  terrace,  that  commands  extensive  views  of  the  river. 

"The  princijial  entrance  is  through  the  eastern  ]Kirch,  ornamenled  with 
light  columns  and  corresponding  pilasters.  There  are  likewise  two  porches 
on  the  eastern  front,  looking  upon  the  lawn.  The  interior  is  fitted  up  with 
wainscoted  walls,  ceilings  highly  ornamented  in  arabescpie  work,  and  carved 
marble  mantels.  The  hall  is  capacious,  and  its  wide  staircase  with  antique  bal- 
ustrades and  banister,  has  a  fine  effect.  'I'he  bedrooms  are  large  ])anelled  ajiart- 
ments  with  old-fashioneil  fireplaces  faced  in  Dutch  tile,  representing  thereon. 
Scripture  stories  with  appropriate  references. 

"  In  this  mansion  the  lords  of  the  manor  on  the  great  rent  days,  feasted  their 
tenantry.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  this  establishment  which  maintained 
thirty  white  and  twenty  colored  servants. 

"  In  1779,  the  lands  in  this  town  together  with  the  rest  of  the  Manor  of  I'hil- 
ipsburg,  became  liy  the  attaiinler  of  Colonel  F'rederick  Philipse  (who  fled  to 
Ivigland)  vested  in  the  State  of  New  York,  after  having  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  Philipse  family  nearlv  a  century.  In  Ihe  year  1784,  the  state  by  com- 
mission parceled  out  these  la  ds  to  various  individuals.     One  of  the  principal 
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grantees  .as  GeranI  C    l!ecck„Kn,,  Ks,..  wl,o  ,.,„d,as.l  o„e  thousand  six  l,,,,,- 

use     ";/",      V'"""  '".''';'"•>'--•  "■ ^•'-■'-  -i-te.l  „,eol.l  ..,a,u„ 

fe.ture  of  1  e  1  nhpscs  a  port,,,,,  of  the  ,na„or  again  reverte.l  to  a  connection  of 
theanaen  n,m,ly  ;  Ja.:ol,„s  van  Cortlan.lt.  having  „,arriai.  .69,.  Kva  I>1  i  "• 
da.^H.ter  oi  the  1  lono.ahie  F.e.lerick  I'hilipse,  f,rst    lonl  of  the  ..anor 

An  Ammcan  gentleman  wl,o  vis.te.l  the  g,a,„l  old  Cathedral  at  Chester   Im,.- 
a,ul    .n   .869    relates:      .-The  guide  was  sho.v.ng  „s  around,  tellin,      'a       . 
t  n    thn,g  and  that  ■„  pa,-rot-l,i<e  speeches,  when  at  last  we  reached  a  s5al> 
al   and  he  sa,d  :      Mice  lies  huried  the  body  of  F.e.lerick  Philipse.  who  1 
n  A mer.ca;  and  whe,>  the  A.ner.can  Revolution  h.oke  out  he  was  e  er  1  .y 
h.s  ^L,esty,  to  h,s  country  and  to  his  government  ;   he  owned  a  vast        u  C 

e  Hu.lson;  there  ,s  now  upon  that  estate  a  village  called  Yonkers, 
old  n,anor  house  ,„  whi.h  F,ederi,k  Philipse  live.l  still  stands  in  Von 

I  ^;"'^^-     N"-.   Frederick    Philipse,   by  reason  of   his  virtues    w.s 

w-dered  to  be  buried  here.'"      (Ahiy,  1785)  Mnues,  «as 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Yonk:-,-s'"  Il,s,o,i,.:,l  a,„l   Library  Association  the 
ancent    n.anor    hall    and    grounds  su,.,.ound,„,  i,  „.  ,0  be  p.lserve 
a  representative  of  the  feu.lal  system  that  was  established  in  America 

TIIK    OI.I>    tlll-Rcii    AT    sMlPV    Ilol.l.ow 

In  this  church,  (e,-..ct,.d  two  h„ndred  years  ago),  so  the  legend  goes  "  did  the 
^   it^le  h  :  ;        r'  ""  T"  ^^"--"-'^"-riedlyac.osfthebnd  ;  : 
gal  ery  o     the  church,  an.l,   ,t  ,s  said,   that  in  the  minds  of  the  s„nple  Dut.  1 
folk,  he  d,VKled   the   hono.s  e,,ually  with  the  dominie.     The  ol.l  cl        h 
opsone  aijd  furnished   with  the  habilnneuts  of  two  centuries  .^,t' 
bout  w„ch  centres  a  g,-eat  amount  of  legendary  and  romantic  itrat  ,      o      le 
beaut.ful  and  historic  country  in  which  it  is  locate.I.     It  is  relatcl    I    t 
Veedryck  Kel3,.sen.  or  Fre.Ierick  l-h,l,pse,as  his  Kn^lish  neighbors  '         I  h 
--   l.u.ld,ng  the  church   on  his  manor  of  PhiHp.sbu.-g.   he'dela  e     t  .' 

u    -   he  had  completed  the  foundations,  in  order  to  build  a  , Ian   i,    te, 
Il-e  dan,   be,ng   finished,  a  freshet  ca.ne  and  washed  it  awav.     The    per  t, 
-s  repeated  with  no  better  success,  a,.d  in  his  distress  Philipse  was  ^  r 

Pleted  fi  s  ,f  the  dam  were  to  stand.  The  advice  was  followed  so  the  storv 
runs,  and  both  the  church  and  dam  remained  for  manv  years  The  |  L  ^  ^^ 
been  placed  n,  as  near  its  original  condition  as  is  possible.      Many    ha,,     s  hue 

uere  taken  on  after  the  revol„t,on,  m  accordance  with  the  new  democratic 
Ill  ine  old  church  dnr,ng  the  s.im,ner  mo,iths." 
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PUII.ll'   VF.R  IM.A.VCK 
cy/  I'iin   L'oithvhit  Manor 

"He  was  tlie  second  sun  of  Jacobus  Ver  I'lanck  and  Margaret  Sclmyler  (a 
<iaunliter  of  riiilip  I'ieterse  Sthiiyler,  of  Albany),  and  after  the  dcatli  of  his 
father,  and  liis  niotlier's  ni.irriage  to  Joliii  Collins,  an  ICiiglish  officer  at 
Albany,  he  continued  to  live  there  several  years. 

"  I'liilij)  married  dertrude,  daughter  of  Johannes  Van  Cortlandt,  April  loth, 
171S,  liy  llif  will  of  Stephanus,  Johannes  (iiis  son)  became  tiie  owner  of  what 
is  now  Ver  Planck's  Point  on  the  Hudson. 

"  The  estate  was  bonplit  by  Stephanus  \'an  C'ortlandt  in  1685,  from  the  Indi- 
ans. I'julorsed  on  llie  back  of  the  deed  is  the  following  :  .\  Chedull  or  list 
of  goods  paid  by  Stephanus  \'an  C'ortlandt  for  ihe  Land  in  this  Deed  expressed, 
viz : 


Kifjlit  Ciuns 

Nine  lilanco.ils 

I'ivo  I'o.Tt-. 

rdurtecn  fatlu'iii  of  (wampun?) 

Koiniccn  KeUlt> 

romtecii  fatlicm  oil  Mack  \vam|Uiin 

Kinhly  fatlu'in  nil  white  wampum 

Two  amkcis  nil'  Kiiiii 

Vive  half  f:UN  ( valM  oil"  ^l^ull^;  Heer 

Twelve  Sliirl'i 

Fifty  rouiuK  off  I'owder 

Thiily  bars  off  Lead 

KiKhteen  Hatches 

Eighteen  Saws 

I'oiiileen  Knives 

\  small  Coat 

Six  fallieni  off  Sirniitwatcr  cloth 

Six  I'r.  off  Slockins 

Six  Karthin  JuKg^ 

Six  tobacco  boxes 


"Stephanus  \'an  Cortlandt  subsequently  obtained  a  patent  from  the  Crown 
for  this  and  adjoining  land,  bought  also  from  the  Indians,  whiclt  together  went 
to  make  up  '  Cortlandt  Manor.'  'I'he  manor  covered  the  whole  of  the  upper 
part  of  Westchester  comity,  and  e.\tended  from  '  .Xnthony's  Nose,'  on  the  Hud- 
son, to  the  mouth  of  the  Croton  river.  The  area  was  eighty-six  thousand 
acres.  By  a  law  of  the  Province  of  New  \'ork  tiie  manor  was  given  one  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Legislature,  a  position  which  Philip  Ver  Planck  held  for  several 
terms. 
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"  li'lorc  il,e  |.:,rtiti.m  of  the  Van  LWiLuhI.  Man,,,-,  I'Inlip  was  shcrilf  „f  M- 
bany  cun.ty.     Several  of  ,he  wr,.s  iss,.c.l  to  hi.n  arc  s..!!  ,.,csctvc.,I.      A-non. 

.<  .luu    ...Inncal  con.mon  law  ac.„.n,  nut  on.iun.K  the  Casual  Kja Ir  an.l  U,c 

l.c  s.nt  „    J„l,,,  x,„  ,,,.„,     .,1,^.  .,,,|,r„ion  an.!  no.i.t-  arc  endor.se.I  '  ..n  ,!  ■ 

purveyor  (.encral,  apponmng  Philip  W,-  I'lanck  of  the-  Ci.v  of  Aliuny    Cent 
;.-    .    n.,.  Lnvlnl  ,,.p,„>s  ,or  sn-vcyinu  ..f  I..n,..s.'     Th.oM  .locuni^,    ^    |1 
1-  lun.hvn.n,,  o,  Cohlen.  an,l    has  his  seal  atladK-!.     I'Inlip  was  nu..lj 

n      ;        ',■;:'   ?r^         ;'■,'''''''•'''•    '^^^ -VanUn^h-Jauthon.ya 

In,  T  '""  '"'^  ""  "'^-  '■•""'"'^^'""  '■""'   l--'t  still   .,c- 

ene.l  an.l  now  n,  the  possess.on  of  M,-.  |.|,i|,,,  y,,  ,.,„„,,,    „,-  ^. 

.M>.  \  u  [  Ian,  k  l.aving  placcl  all  the  papers  at  n,y  ,l,sposal 

••1  h,hp  see.ns  to  have  l.el.l  the  ortiee  of  sheriff  of  Alhany  nnt.l  as  late  .ns 

.     r   ,.nc.,  fo    winch  the  su.t  was  onlere,!  to  he  institute,!  against  hi,n 
^^^^__^.  inhp  was  also  a  partner  of  his  half  brother,  l.lwar.l  Collins,  in  Albany.  U,r 

Mnvl"';'-L"";  '■'''"""  '';"''  """  '^  ""  •"^•"''■*^  •''"^''  Amstenlan,,  ..th 
u.u.M,..  mNew\o,l<,  forthefskan.lac-o.n.tofl-lnbpVerPlnuk   of  Ml  n.v 

1    ^^^       ''''''''-  '•'^^^''"t  tar  t,onui,c  present  stean>b,,atlan,ling,,f  the  l>.,,n, 

:;:;-r:;::i'-sr::^;;;- 

are  still   preserve,!       \n    in,..,-  "'.''    '""■'^^-  "'^  "■''"  '"^  ■^"'^•^•.vs  an,l  „,aps 

F.;,»-.v .: ci,;;;; N,;,, v;,r    "' ""■ '""""""  '■'"■"'•  ^ »i"' 
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'  for  tlif  ciiiiioyancf  of  ilu'  (.■nciin  mikI  for  sccunnf;  and  preserving  the  Six  Naliuiis 
(if  Indians,  ^-  ='■  *  and  lur  eiigagini;  iheni  lo  enter  witli  ns  into  tiie  war 
against  ilie  ffrenili.'  Instruetions  frmn  the  ("lovcrnur,  (leorge  Clinton,  were  also 
f;iveii  ti)  I  he  Ne«  \'ork  ('(ininiissioners.  Meetings  accordingly  were  had  witli  the 
commissioners  iti  the  other  colonies  and  a  plan  of  action  unaniiiioiisly  agri'ed 
upon  at  New  Vovk,  Sepiemher  ;S,  1747,  by  the  i  onimissiiiners  troin  New  \drk, 
Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts  H.iy.  It  was  resolved  :  '1,  That  an  expedition 
lie  formed  and  ( arried  on  against  the  ffrem  h  at  Crown  I'oint  for  the  reduction 
of  that  forlress.  11.  That  it  will  be  necessary  that  four  thousand  men  (officers 
included)  be  Raised,  with  as  many  of  the  Six  Nations  cif  Indians  and  their  Allies 
as  can  be  oliiained  to  carry  on  the  said  exiiedition  *  *  *  jnid  that  those 
troops  be  at  Albain  b\'  the  15th  of  \|iril  next.' 

" 'I'he  French  and   Indian  war  dr.igged  on  with  various  successes  and  defeats 


,ke 


for  the  I'jiglish.      In  this  war  I'hilip's  sons,  J.niies  and  John,  each  took  ])art. 

"The  mis  acre  of  the  laiglish  prisoners  at  l'"ort  William  Henry,  on  La 
George,  in  i  757,  aroused  the  people  of  New  \drk  to  the  gravity  of  the  siiualion. 
The  government  called  on  I'hilip  Ver  I'lanck  to  convey  the  troo])s  up  the  I  liulson. 
.A  tew  of  the  accounts  of  the  masters  of  the  sloops  are  still  preserved.  They 
,ire  ill  the  form  of  vouchers,  which  were  audited  in  1757-58  by  I'hilip  \'er 
I'lanck  and  John  Criiger.  Some  of  these  are  entitled  '  Fxpenses  of  Carrying  the 
Forces  toward  .Albany  from  the  Manor  iif  Cortlaml;,  Westchester  county,  at  the 
allariii  of  l''ort  William  Ileiny.'      I'rom  them  are  taken  the  following  items: 
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Slii.iji  R.iiigci'  Calcli  1  l.nix  for  cinying  Men  lieiiij;  absent  S  ilaycs  al  iS    .  7 

»<liiii|>  (iiKKl  Intent  jaiMili  l.onl  S  Daves 7 

t)  .Shei'ii  fioiii  I  lailiol  Strang 2 

4  liu^liels  Wlioat,  gnnmii  .<:  li.ikcl  Dan'l  liinl^all I 

To  |i)se])li  Traviss  tor  Kiim  I'nr  tlu-  SuMiei-.  ti>  Alliany  24  (;alls  at  5  ...    .  0 

10  Ills  Sugar  al  171I 

KxpiMiscs  on  Hoard  the  Slon|i 1 

171)  Ills  pork  at  51I ,J 


"  I'hilip  was  himself  the  owner  of  a  sloop,  the  Clinton,  which  he  bought  in 
1740  from  I'ieter  Winiie,  of  .Albany,  the  bill  of  sale  of  which  is  still  preserved. 
Iler  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  slou])s  which  went  to  .Mbany.  Of  the 
Clinton,  John  A"er  I'lanck  was  mastv'r.  He  sailed  in  connection  with  the  business 
of  his  brother  James,  who  as  a  civilian  hail  a  general  store  al  Cortlandt  Manor, 
from  which  he  supplied  his  father's  household,  his  tenants,  and  the  other  people 
of  the  neighborhood.  The  sloop  Clinton  remained  in  the  family  as  late  as  1772, 
for  her  name  appears  in  the  inventory  of  Philip's  estate. 

"  liesides  the  different  occupations  of  I'hilip  already  described,  he  sat  for 
several  terms  in  the  Legislature  as  the  representative  for  the  Manor  of  Corllamit. 
Sever.d  of  the  cerlilicates  signeil  liy  the  Speaker  showing  the  number  of  days  at- 
tendance in  the  Legislature  are  still  jjreserved.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Ciov- 
ernors  of  Kings  (afterward  ("olumbia)  College,  being  nanted  in  the  charter  of 


!  ill 


/'////.//■    (7,7,'    l'/..l.\(h-  .,„_ 

.754,  whid,  c-han-  he  l,d,l  unhl  Ins  .Ic.h.      Plnlip  h,„l  lar^e  l.uulc-d  n.lercs.s  in 

mcl.css  comuy    an<l  also  I.eca.ne  the  ..wncr  of  anuihc,-  part  of  ,l,e  ko.nbont 

alc      ,h,,.u«l,    ns  w„e  (icr.rn.k-,  who  was  one  of  ,hc  ,cn   hen.  of  Stepha.L 

\an  loiihindt,  her  grandfather.  ^'M^naniib 

"  It  seems  to  he  clear  that  I'hihp  and  h,s  fannly  had  .1,0  eonfulenee  ,f  not  the 
avor  o,   ,1,0   government,  an.l    doubtless   he  was  a   ,oo.i   Torv.      Ma.l   he         d 

;'"'■'"«  "7  '''•:"" ^'  "■"-''•'  ''■-■  1-n  sorely  .r,ed  bv  .he  destrnetion  o     1  ^ 

''—■•"'.  -;l  "K'  |>.-..bable  .  onhseation  of  his  p.ope,  ty.   '  „is  dea.h.  ( ...obe 

.77.,  spared   h,m  all    .h,s       ms   witV   had   d,ed    prev,o,,sly,  V,..  Sep,e,,,i,er    ;: 
.,66.       ihey  were  b„r,ed  u„h  other  n.en.bers  of  the  tannly  in  the  ,a,n,lv  bui  a 
g.on,ul  at  Lor,  an.lt  Muun:      In  the  next  ,  en.n,  v  when  the  pn.penj  had  , 
....    o    the     .n.    y    the  bod,es  we.e  r.n,.,ved  toS,.  ,  loose's  c'n,Jter.    K:IIZ 

Afte     Ins  la  her  s  death  Jan.es,  ,|,e  eldest  son,  took  possession  of  the  .nanur 
l.oiise  and  the  other  properly  uiven  him  by  the  will 

"In  October,  ,77..  the  year  after  James'  a.vession  to  the  manor  property   he 
received   a   le„er  .ron.  Plnhp  Sehnyler.  ,n  Albany,  ,n  whuh  he  says  th  ,  he  w  s 
prevented  wr,>,n,  before  on  aeconnt   of  his  •  .e,  ent    ,11   health     *      '•     J       „ 
.  .e  ..Ue,,t,o,,  I  was  nnder  of  a  neeess„y  of  payn.g  ,0  the  (;overnor  when  he  : 
.ye.       lie  th  n  a.lds  tha,  he  .sends  ,he  letter  by  the  hand  of  his  bn.iher  Rens- 
elaer,  an.i  w.th   U  a  ,leed   of  a    p,eee   of  land  •  of  whieh    I   beg  leave  to  desre 
your  aceeptanee  as  a  sn.all  aeknowledge.nent  of  the  n.any  obligLo  ,    e        ' 
c...  ...ebyyouandtheotherlhanehesof  yonr.a,n,lv.      *     *     *      '"«  ^"'.ruted 

"  '  I  ai,i  Dear  .Sir 
Vonr  affectionate  Kinsman  .V  Il„n,ble  Servant 
"  '  To  "  '  I'liii.ii'  Sim  vi.iiR. 

"  'Cl'l.o.MI,  jA.Mi.s  \|R   I'l.AS.K. 

"  'at  his  seat  in  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt  '  " 

e«l'!"'sir;!' ;;' '""'!',"  '■"  '''■""" """ ""'  -'■ "-""'  '■'"•"<  »i""  f-ii..-  .„= 
V,  :,,:,„; "  ■■ ""'""' "'  "■' '' ""■"  ""'".'V  i.y  vv „„  E,i,v„,i 

'nn;  vkr  pi.a.nck  iioisr 

"  \lnl  \  r   (,i  I  lAx  '• 

.  //  fidikill  on  flu-  lluJu'ii 

••  Dnrintr  <h,:  Kevolu„o„a,y  war,  \er  Planck's  Point  and  Siony  Point  directiv 
oppns,te.  were  o.cp.ed  successively  by  the  Knglish  and  .A.neru.n.  arn';:       nl^ 
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\'er  I'laiick  property  was  llicii  in  cliarge  of  Samuel  \Vr  I'laiick,  acting  ns  fx- 
ecutor  of  Philip  \'er  Planck,  its  late  owner,  who  had  ileviscd  it  to  his  son,  Philip, 
then  in  his  minority,  ai.d  living  on  the  homestead  at  the  nulls  near  I'lsiikill 
Plain?,  with  his  atnits. 

"  Criilian  \'er  Planck,  the  first  settler,  was  born  May  _^ist,  1698,  am!  ilicd 
Novenibcr  iith.  1751  at  "three  o'clock  in  the  morning  very  suddenly.'  Il;s 
remains  are  interred  in  the  New  Dutch  Church, 


nil.    Vi,K    ri.ANCK   HOUSK.-'    Mounl   Gulian," 

•'  'I'he  will  of  nulian  makes  the  first  reference  to  Mount  dulian,  but  not  in 
cunneclion  with  Kishkill,  for  thai  name  was  not  then  api)lie(l  to  ihis  ncighhor- 
Imod.  The  house  was  ver)  iMdlialily  used  as  a  country  residence  by  (lulian. 
■|'o  this  theory  a  good  deal  of  force  is  given  by  the  allusion  in  the  wdl  to  the 
old  house.  It  seems  to  have  been  fully  furnished  and  the  farm  equii)petl  by  the 
owner,  wliich  would  not  be  the  ( ase  with  farms  on  leases  for  long  terms  (ir 
for  life,  as  was  the  case  in  those  <lays.  The  name,  too,  goes  to  show  (lulian's 
interest  and  aiiachmeiit  for  the  old  pLu  e.  So  also  the  architecture  is  of  the 
Ciiloni.d  iieri'id  nf  the  e.irly  eighteenlh  centiuy. 

"  Unfortun.itely  no  ilata  remain  to  fix  the  date  of  the  building  of  the  old 
house.  'i"he  usual  (  uslijui  was  to  put  tlie  d.ile  on  the  gable.  Possibly  when  ihe 
addition  on  the  north  side  was  |)iit  up  in  1S04,  the  dale  mark  had  lo  be  renn  vcd. 
At  all  events  i*.  was  ne\er  re])l,iced,  lior  i^  there  any  maik  in  the  south  gable  m- 
dicating  wiiere  a  date  may  have  been. 
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PUII.II'    VEi;   l'I..iSl'K 

"Mount  G„lian   was   occupicl   .luring   ,h.   war   by   Baron  Steuben,  one  of 
-■f  officers,  as  a  beatloi 
self  and  remained 


Washington's  .hief  officers,  as  a  bead.,uar,ers.      Her;S.enben  estabbshed  hi„,- 


s^.  an.  ren,a,n.i  untd  the  close  of  the  war  and  the  disban.ling  „f  the  am,       v 
Washington,  at  Newlinrgh,  in  1783  '"eainn  hy 


VER  PLANCK  ARMS. 


'/ 


THE   SOCIRTV    OI-   THF    ri^nsSATl 

"  The  first  suggestion  of  the  organization  into  a  societv  of  .1,.    ffl 
American  Army  .,f  „,.  Revolution  appears  in  /,rZVl^^V     ^^       '''' 
General  Knox,  entitled  '  Rough  draft  of  a  Societv,         V       "W'","'"'"'"^  of 
o«jce.,  and  to  be  called  the  ^:n.cinnati.../^ul'd::;:'u^^ 

"'I'his  jiaper,  circulated  among  t!;e  officers  nf  tl,^    ,  , 

KU.S  of  the  Hudson.  ,n  the  nethborl.:n  ^t^    .  H;;  ^  ^^  ^V''^ 
\.'rk),  ,s  .uHlerstoo,!  to  be  referred  to  in  the  preamble  h,' 
'  S.K:iety  of  the  C.ncnnati  '  as  the  ■  proposal    '.'     ,    :""'"""  ''  ""t 
t"  the  several  regin,en,s  of  the  respective  lines  '  conumnucated 


f^ 


!  I 


:!l() 


.1  uiinciin.i)  or  w.isiii.yaTox 


(ligent  willows  aiul  childieii  of  deceased  associates.  'I'licy  wished  thai  their 
chiUlren  slioiihl  iniierit  and  maintain  the  friendsiiii)  whicii  bound  them  to- 
gether. Anil  conscious  of  their  disinterestedness  and  proud  of  their  claim  to 
public  gratitude  and  consideration,  tliey  followed  in  the  line  of  that  desire  for 
recognition  which  is  the  life  i>f  the  soldier's  ambition,  and  which,  in  but  'oo 
many  instances,  was  all  that  they  might  transmit  as  a  visible,  actual  inheritance 
to  their  children." 

(leneral  deorge  Washington,  of  \'irgiiiia,  was  tlie  fnst  president  general  of  tlie 
general  sociely. 

Generals  Schuyler  and  Hamilton  were  both  members  of  the  society.  'Die 
former  was  elecled  vice  ]>resi(lent  of  tlie  New  \'ork  Society,  4th  of  July,  1786; 
the  latter  was  vi<:e  ])resulent  from  1  ySS  to  1  79^.  and  |)resident  general  on  the 
death  of  Washington  in  1799,  until  his  <iwn  dc.ith  in  1S04. 

1III-,    (1  \Ti:N\lAi, 

"  On  May  13,  1S83,  llie  centennial  of  the  Order  was  pleas, inlly  celebrated  at 
the  old  house  !))■  a  \i>it  of  m.iny  of  its  memljirs.  On  this  occasion  the  Cin- 
cinnati were  welcomed  by  the  late  William  S.unuel  Ver  I'lanck,  who  then  owned 
the  property.  One  of  tlie  features  of  this  visit  was  the  reading  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  by  the  vice  president  in  the  Cincinnati  room,  as  h.ul  been 
done  one  hundred  years  before  on  the  foundation  of  the  older." 

'I'he  late  Hamilton  Fish,  president  of  the  society,  on  ai  count  of  lameness 
caused  bv  an  accident,  w;is  unable  to  be  jiresent. 

The  report  of  the  si)eciid  cunnnillee  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  celebra- 
tion closes  with  these  wcjnls  : 

"  .\nd  so,  this  meniiirable  day  ended,  without  an  accident  to  mar  in  ihe 
slif-'luest  degree  its  enjn\ineni.  If,  as  Dr.  Julmson  said  in  that  well-known  i)as- 
sage — '  That  man  is  little  to  be  euvied  whose  p.itriotism  would  not  gain  force 
upon  the  jilain  of  Marathon'  —  what  ought  to  have  been  —  what  were  our  feel- 
ings— the  representatives  and  descendants,  in  visiting  the  sput,  the  birihpl.ice  of 
our  society,  w'herc,  une  hundred  years  ago,  the  ofticers  of  the  Revohitumary 
army,  as  true  paliiols  as  ever  honored  humanity,  founiKd  an  association  based 
upon  liberty,  union,  frieudsiiip  and  charily,  as  the  closing  act  of  eight  years  of 
uneipialled  fortitude  and  devotion.  Isverything  served  to  heighten  these  feel- 
ings^the  venerable  house  built  in  1730,  wiili  its  ample  hall,  oaken  lloors, 
paneled  walls,  geuerous  wooil  fnes.  nuich  as  they  were  in  1785 — the  old  ante- 
revolutionary  trees  surrounding  it — the  ])resence  of  the  noted  family,  owners  of 
the  land  from  the  sevenleenth  century  In  Ihe  present  lime — and,  abnve  all,  the 
endearing  Rev(ilulionary  memories,  more  than  suflicient  to  rouse  us  trom  that 
'  frigid  indifference,'  to  which  Dr.  lohnson  refers  wilh  conlemnl  in  the  jiassage 
allililed  to.  AVhat  wmider  if  moistened  eyes  and  a  ipiiet  biil  deep  inlerest  per- 
vaded the  parly  assembled  in  that  old  hall,  as  we  read  from  the  institution  those 
principles,  simiile,  but  earnest,  in  which,  under  the  pledge  to  ea(  li  other  of  their 
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sacred   honor   our  fathers  declared  their  unalterable  devotion  to  liberty,  union 
brotherly  knidness  and  charity,  in  that  very  spot  ' 

"In  tl,e  providence  of  God,  it  shall,  as  we  trust,  be  permitted  to  our  succes- 
sors to  celebrate  at  the  end   of  another  century  the  formation  of  the  Sod  ty 
ri-s  bne    record  w,ll  at  least  sho.v  them  that  in  our  dav  we  were  not  .mmind 
ful  of  what  was  due  to  the  u>emory  of  the  Founders  - 

NEW  YoKK,  4th.  July.  .883.  Al.x.s-..k  Ham,.to.v,  Chairman. 
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"  Ik  tliC  military  life  of  (leiu-ial  Sciiuylfr,"  continues  Chancellor  Kent,  "  was 
inferior  in  brilliancy  to  that  of  some  olliers  of  his  countrymen,  none  of  them 
ever  surpassed  him  in  fidelity,  activity,  and  devotedness  to  the  service.  The 
characteristic  of  liis  measures  was  utility.  'I'iiey  bore  the  staini)  and  unerring 
j)recisi')n  of  practical  science.  There  was  nothing  complicated  in  his  character ; 
it  was  cliaste  and  severe,  and,  take  him  for  all  in  all,  he  was  one  of  the  wisest 
and  most  efficient  men,  both  in  military  and  civil  life,  that  the  state  or  the  na- 
tion has  produced. 

"  He  continued  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  be  eminently  useful  in  the 
civil  departments  of  government  ;  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  from  New 
York  in  1784,  and  again  in  1787,  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between  that  slate 
and  .Massachusetts:  the  difficulty  dei)ende(l  essentially  on  the  variations  of  tlie 
magnetic  needle,  and  the  perusal  of  the  correspondence  shows  that  he  executed 
his  trust  with  great  iiuhistry  and  skill. 

"  He  had  been  elected  to  ("ongress  in  1777,  and  he  was  reelected  in  each  of 
tlie  three  following  years.  On  his  return  to  Congress  after  the  termination  of 
Ills  military  life,  his  talents,  e.xperience  and  energy  were  put  in  immediate  re(|iiisi- 
tion  ;  and  in  November,  1779,  he  was  a])pointC(I  to  confer  witli  General  \\'ash- 
ington  on  the  state  of  the  southern  department.  In  1781,  he  was  in  the  Senate 
of  this  state  ;  and  wherever  he  was  placed,  and  whatever  might  be  the  business 
before  him,  he  gave  the  utmost  activity  to  measuves,  and  left  upon  them  the  im- 
pression of  his  prudence  and  sagacity.  He  took  a  zealous  part  in  promoting  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  1789,  he  was  elected  to 
a  seat  in  the  first  Senate  ;  and  when  his  term  exjiired  in  Congress,  he  was  re- 
placed in  the  Senate  of  the  Slate. 

"July  19th,  1790,  the  Legislature  of  New  York  api)ointed  Cicneral  Schuyler 
and  Rufus  King,  United  States  Senators.  In  the  National  Senate  the  former 
'  took  decided  ground  in  favor  of  Secretary  Hamilton's  funding  system,  aiul  the 
creation  of  a  National  Hank.'  " 


U  f' 


The  two  following  letters  liave  never  apjieared  in  print. 

"  Ni.w  \'oKK,  2^1  M^iy,  17110. 

"  MV   lll.AK    I.OVK  : 

"  I  soul  you  yeslciihiy  liy  Capl.  M.irscllis,  six  Icibslcrs,  nnd  six  in.n  Kcr.il,  willi  a  ni|iu-st 
that  if  he  luid  not  a  speeily  passiif^c  to  boil  llio  former,  and  to  salt  tlie  l;Uler.  He  also  hail 
charfje  of  one  dozen  oianjjes,  and  one  do,^en  lemons ;  fruit  of  that  kind  is  at  prcscnl  very 
scarce.      I  shall  send  you  a  further  supply  as  soon  as  any  arrives. 
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"  Kxc..|,t   a   little  cuKli,  tl,c.  remains  of  the  i„llue„/a,  I  nm  ■„,«•  t.erfeellv  well         I 
joice.1  to  hear  that  you  and  the  family  are  so  '  ^         ''  "'"'  "''''  '''- 

_J- H..ns  lorKot  to  carry  the  cartot  .ee.l  o,.  Loar.l  whicl.  Johmty  wrote  H.r.      ,  .hall  se,„,  it  to. 

•■  l':nelose  yoi,  a  lilile  nniskinelon  seed  from  ISaron  I'olnit/      Tl„.  ,1, 
Kood  one  imleed-we  did  no,  Re.  i,  until  Friday  las,  ^'"  ^"'  •""  ""'  '^  '  "'>• 

"  U.e  bill   for  f„ndin«  the  del,,  will  he  eom,,le,e,l  in  the  course  of  neM  ,veel    n.d  C  , 

:"  jr:;;;::^  ^•"- '  ""■  '^  *- "-  -  •  -' ""--  --  --':"::' :::sn: 

.ii:":;;z;:r;:rt:i;:;:^:;""  -  "-^  ^---  '^  '•  -^  ---"  ^'  - ■  -.."^...ce 

.:::;;::::;::i:/;,?;r:::-i;;;:7;:ii^^^ 

yesterday  n,nrni„«  is  well,  and  desires  her  respects  ,o  yo'l  ^^-'""«'""  "l.o.n  I  saw 

"  Ihe  eh.ldren  are  all  well,  and  join  me  in  love  ,o  you  and  all  the  fannly. 

"Adieu  my  ilear  love 

"  To  ^^rs.  Schuyler  "  '  '""  ^''''■'''  >""'''  •ineclionately, 

"nearAIh'any.  "  I'H.  ScHUvi.ioK. 

"  Kree  Vh.  Schuyler." 


"  Mv  DEAR  I.ovi-: :  "  ^  ■■■"■  ^''""''  '^^■^■''"'^"'•ly,  July  ,4th.  1790. 

"I   was  in  hopes  that  when  the  question  of  the  resi.l,.,,.,     r  ,■ 
the  public  busines.s  would  not  hive  me,  «l,l,  "   "''n.e  of  (  o„f;ress  „.as  seltled  that 

.ations,  and  my  wishes,  too  a  ,  .,,,,:""•  'T  ''"'''''' '  '""•  -""->■  '"  "'>  expec- 
(br  ft,ndin«  th/deb,  on  he  Se  r  1  .""r'""  :,""':  "  ""'•  '"""^  '"  "^  «--"^  "- 
Raseu.ents  of  the  fornrer  Co  "a'  1    'Z7     T^       :,  '"'•  '""""^  """'^''''"^^  ""'•  "-■  - 

and  a  fourth  do  not  wish  ,01.7^1  nM       •'"'°"""« -">■  f™n'e.- cen,.  in,ere.st_ 

i-l-ible   to  Buess  at   the   e v^  '^il  ,„  r""!"''^  "' J-"""«  "'■'"'-^^  ^^  -  ""erly 

•..in.  us  ,0  an  ul.i,ua,c  1  ecis  , ,  a:  ,Z,;  ""■  n  ''"  vf"'  ''  ''''  ''"^-^  "'-'•  '--«' 
will  he  ,he  resul,.  '  '  '^  somelh.nj;  ld<e  a  ,„ean  between  ,he  three  Ins, 

.n;M:v:;ui;iM:::aLi:pX;  z:z:r:;  '-rr  '-■ '  "-"^  > y  -.  -^ 

with  vou.  '  ™  •  "'  "'■'•'  '"  "■'"  '"^'■'^  •-'"'I  J<.i"  in  love  ,0  u,u  an.l  all 

"  I  am.  my  Dear  l.ove,  forever, 

"most  affeclionatily  yours. 
"  The  post  is  not  yet  arrived  and  as  "  ''"""'  ^'"''"■i''<- 

"  he  will  Ro  ou,  before  I  can  .ceeive  anv  I.e„ers 

"  -tl.  which  ,  may  be  favored,  F  tnus,  close  bef.'.re  I  ,<„„w  if  he  brin«  any  for  n,e 

"  lo  Mrs.  Schuyler, 
"  near 

„  "Albany. 

"  Free.  '' 

"  I'll.  Sthuylcr." 
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RUFUS  KINO 

A/i  .hiiniidii  Stiiti.'iiiian 


Riifiis  King,  statt'sitiaii,  hdin   in  Scarborough,  Me. 


in  17 


3.1 


(lied  in  N\ 


York  City,  April  H),  1S27.  lie  was  the  ehlest  son  of  Kit  hard  King  a  siuif.is- 
fiil  nuMchant  of  S(  arboruugh,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1777,  having 
conlinuei!  his  studies  while  tiie  college  buildings  were  occupietl  for  military  ])ur- 
poses.  lie  then  studied  law  with 'I'heopliilus  Parsons  at  Newbinyport.  While 
so  engaged  in  1778,  he  became  aide  tu  General  Sullivan  in  his  e.Npediiinii  to 
Rhode  l-.land,  and  alter  its  successful  issue  was  honorably  disi  harged.  In  <hie 
time  he  was  admitted  tu  the  bar  where  he  took  high  rank  and  w.is  sent  in  I7S^ 
tu  tlie  general  court  of  Massachusetts.  Here  he  was  active  in  the  discussion  of 
])ublic  measures,  and  esi>ecially  in  defeating  against  i)o\verfiil  opposition  the  as- 
sent of  the  Legislature  to  grant  the  live  per  cent,  impcist  to  the  Congress  of  the 
contederation,  which  was  reipiisite  to  enable  it  to  ensure  the  conuiioii  safety.  In 
1784,  ])}■  an  almost  inianimons  \iite  of  the  I.egislal'ire,  Mr.  King  was  sent  a  del- 
egate to  the  old  Congress,  silling  at  'rrentoii,  and  ag.iin  in  1785  and  1786.  In 
this  body,  in  17S5,  he  moved  '  that  there  should  be  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tary ser\ilude  in  any  of  the  states  described  in  the  resolulion  olCongress  in 
April,  1784,  otherwise  than  in  punishment  of  the  crime  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  persoiuilly  guilty  ;  and  that  this  regulation  shall  be  made  an  article  of 
compact,  and  remain  a  fundamental  juiiu  ijile  of  the  constitution  lulweeii  the 
original  sl.ites  and  each  of  the  states  named  in  sai<l  resolve.'  'I'liongh  this  was 
not  at  the  time  acted  upon,  the  principle  was  finally  adojiled  alniiiSt  word  Ic  r 
word  in  the  I'amnus  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  goverimient  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  a  provision  which  had  been  jjrepared  by  Mr.  King,  and  which  was  in- 
troduced into  Congress  by  Nathan  Dane,  his  colleague,  while  Mr.  King  was  en- 
gaged in  I'hil.idelphia  as  a  member  from  Massachusetts  of  the  convention  to  torm 
a  constiluliiui  lor  the  L'nited  States.  He  was  also  ai)pointed  by  his  state  to  the 
conmiissions  to  settle  the  boundaries  between  Massachusetts  and  New  \'ork,  :ind 
to  convey  to  the  United  Slates  lands  lying  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  While  in 
Congress  in  1786  he  was  sent  with  James  Monroe  to  urge  upon  the  Legislature 
of  I'ennsylvaiiia  the  payment  of  the  five  jier  cent,  impost,  but  was  not  sosiucess- 
fnl  as  he  had  been  in  Massachusetts.  In  1787,  Mr.  King  was  ajipointed  one  of 
the  delegates  from  his  state  to  the  convention  at  Philadelphia  to  establish  a  more 
stable  government  for  the  United  States,  In  this  body  lie  bore  a  conspicuous 
and  able  i)iri.  He  was  (jiie  of  the  members  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of 
making  a  final  dratt  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  When  the  ques- 
tion of  iis  adoption  was  submitted  to  the  states,  Mr.  King  was  sent  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts convention,  and,  although  the  opposition  to  it  was  carried  on  I)y  most 
of  the  chief  men  of  the  state,  his  familiarity  with  its  provisions,  his  clear  expla- 
nation of  them,  and   his  earnest  and  elotpient  statement  of  its  advantages,  con- 
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tiil);iU'(l  f;if,illy  to  bring  about  its  liiial  a(i<'|ilnMi  Mr.  King  liad  now  givun  np 
IIk'  praclicc  of  law,  and  liaving  in  i  ySfi  uiarrii'd  M,ir\ ,  ilii' (i.n.jjliit  r  nl'  Ji'lin 
Alsop,  a  deinity  from  New  Vork  to  tiie  lirst  dmtincntal  C.'ongrfss,  W  tm.k 
ii|)  his  rcsidfiice  in  Nfw  N'ork  in  17KS.  'I'lie  next  yt-ar  lie  was  ficiltd  to  tin- 
asscniiily  of  tlic  state,  and  while  servinj;  in  that  bcidy  '  received  the  inicxampled 
welcome  ut'  an  ininiediale  election  with  Sciuiyier  to  the  Senate'  of  the  Uniletl 
States.  In  this  body  he  was  rarely  absent  from  his  seat,  and  did  much  to  put 
the  new  government  inio  successful  operation.  <  >ne  ol  the  grave  i|utsii<'i.s  that 
arose  was  that  of  the  ralifuation  of  the  Jay  treat}  with  (ii<Mt  liiii.iin  in  i7<^4. 


RESIDENCK  OF  RUFUS  KING,  Jamaica,   L.  I. 

Of  this  he  was  an  earnest  advocate,  and  when  he  and  his  friend  General  Ham 
iiti.n  were  jjrevented  from  expl. lining  its  jirovisions  to  tlie  people  in  imblic  meet 
ing  ill  New  York,  they  iiiiiied  in  publishing  under  the  signature  of  ■  ( ■aiinniili.s  ' 
a  series  of  e.Niihmatory  papers,  of  whic  h  those  relating  to  commercial  allairs  and 
maritime  law  were  written  by  .\lr.  King.  This  careful  study  laid  the  foumialioii 
of  much  of  the  reailiness  and  abiliiy  that  he  in.iiiireslL-d  during  iiis  residence  111 
England  as  United  Slates  Minister,  to  whicli  |)(  st,  v,  liile  serving  his  second  term 
in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  by  deiieral  Washington  in  179^),  and  in  which 
he  continued  during  the  administration  (jf  John  Adams  and  two  years  of  that 
of  'I'homas  Jefferson.     The  contingencies  arising  I'rom  the  complicaleil  condition 
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of  .irr.ilis,  |Miilil(',il  Miiil  ( iiiiinit'i'iiiil.  Iietwcen  CiiiMt  ISiitain  iiiul  licr  coDtiiit'iil.il 
iicinliliins,  |-i.'c|uiif(|  t^iifliil  luiii(lliiig  in  lnokiiii;  .iIut  llif  iiitcrt'sis  df  liisiciin 
try:  .mil  Mr.  King,  lij'  liii  lirni  .ind  inlciligt  iii  picscnLiiion  dt'  llif  ni.illiTs  iii- 
triislcil  Id  liini,  iliil  gddd  sf  i\  iti'  in  liis  cduntr\  .iiul  assislcil  laii^il)  Ici  ijist  it  tu 
ronsuki.iiidu  iiiul  ichpt'cl.  In  1S05  lie  was  ii'Iii-mmI,  ,il  liis  dwn  i('(|iiisl,  fidin 
liis  cillii  f,  and,  uliniinij;  In  tliis  i  iMintl)',  rcind\rd  tci  J,nu,ii<  a,  1..  I.  'i'lHTe,  in 
ihi;  (|iiii't  dt"  .1  Cduiitry  litt',  he  intiTi'sti'il  liinisdl'  in  agritultiiic,  kept  np  an  <x 
tfMsive  (orii'spondcnLf  witli  cinuicnt  nun  at  iMinu'  and  ahidad  and  inii(  lud  liis 
nniid  liy  carffnl  and  varied  riadnig.  I  li'  was  dpposcd  dii  pi  inc  iijlr  lu  il.c  war 
df  1812  with  I',n};land,  when  it  was  Ihially  declared,  iuit  alicrward  j;.ive  td  the 
giiveniiiient  his  sii])pdrt,  lidlli  by  nidiiey  and  by  his  vnice  in  jiriwile  .iiiil  in  tlit 
United  States  Senate,  to  whii  li  he  uas  again  ele(  led  in  i8i,v  In  1814  he  made 
an  elciipient  appeal  against  the  proiiused  deseriidii  dl  Washington  alter  the  Urit- 
ir>h  h.iil  liiiriied  the  caiiitol.  In  1816,  v\ithdiit  his  kiidwledge  he  was  iidiiiinated 
as  (loveriior  of  New  V'ork,  Iml  was  del'e.iied,  as  he  was  also  when  a  candidate 
of  the  Federal  party  for  the  Presidency  against  J. imes  Monroe.  I  luring  this 
senatorial  term  he  o|)posed  the  estaiilishinent  of  a  national  hank  with  Sjcooo,- 
000  capital;  and,  while  resisting  the  el'foris  of  Gre.it  Hritain  to  exclude  the 
United  States  from  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies,  coiilrihuted  to  bring  about 
the  passage  of  the  navigation  act  of  1S18.  The  disposal  df  the  public  lands  by 
sales  on  credit  was  found  to  be  franglii  «  iili  nnu  !;  danger.  Mr.  King  was  urgent 
in  calling  attention  to  this,  and  introduced  and  carried  a  bill  directing  that  they 
should  be  sold  for  cash,  at  a  lower  ])rict*,  and  under  other  s,ihitary  restrictions. 
In  i8ig  he  was  again  elected  to  the  .>^enate  by  a  Legislature  that  was  opposed  to 
him  ill  iiolitics  as  before.  Mr.  King  resisted  the  admission  df  .Missdiiri  with 
slavery,  and  his  speech  on  that  dc casidii,  though  only  brielly  reported,  loniained 
this  carefully  ])iepared  staiemtiit  ;  '  Mr.  President,  I  apjjroacli  a  very  delicate 
subject.  I  regret  the  occasion  whi(  h  rentiers  it  ne<  essary  for  me  to  siieak  o(  it, 
because  it  may  give  offence  wlu'ie  none  is  intended.  Hut  my  purpose  is  fixed. 
.Ml.  I'resident,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  one  man  can  make  a  slave  of  another. 
if  one  man  cannot  do  so,  no  number  of  individuals  can  have  any  better  right  to 
do  it.  .And  I  hold  that  all  l.ius  or  compacts  imposing  any  such  condition  on 
any  human  being  are  absolutely  void,  because  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature, 
which  is  the  law  of  God,  by  which  lie  makes  his  ways  known  to  man,  and  is 
parainount  to  all  human  conirol.'  lie  was  e(|ually  ojiposed  to  the  compromise 
offered  to  iMr.  L'lay  on  prim  iple,  and  bee  aiise  it  < onlaincd  the  seeds  of  future 
troubles.  I'lion  the  close  df  the  senatdrial  tcnn  he  ])ut  u[)oii  record,  in  the 
Senate,  a  resolution  which  he  fondly  Imped  imghi  provide  a  way  for  the  final  ex- 
tinction of  slavery.  It.  was  to  the  effect  that.  wheiie\er  that  part  of  the  jiublic 
debt  for  which  the  public  lands  were  jiledged  sliould  have  been  ])aid,  the  \n\t- 
ceeds  of  all  future  sales  sliould  be  held  as  a  fund  to  be  used  to  aid  the  enianci- 
jiation  of  such  slaves,  and  the  removal  of  ihciti  and  of  free  ]iersdns  of  color,  as 
by  the  laws  of  the  states  might  lie  allowed,  to  any  territory  beyond  the  limits  of 
tiie   United   Slates.      His   ])urpose   to   retire   to   private  life  was  thwarted  by  an 
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.rKH,,    ,nv„;mon    ,n,n,  Jol.n   (.,nn.y   A.l.m.s,  u.  ,8.5,  ,.,  accept  the  n.i.sion  u, 

.rc.t   lin,,nn      Mr,  K,n„  reluctantly  acquiesce.!  an.l  sailed  (or  Knylancl  where 

he  w  ,s  .unlK.liy  receue.l.  i.ut  alter  a  lew  tnonlhs  he  was  ol,ligai  through  la.hn« 

heahh,  to  niiuii  homi..  *'  ^ 

''His  wile,  Mary,  horn   u.   New  Nuk.  October   .7 7^9.  -i.e.!  ,n  |an,a,.a 

N.  \  June  5th,  ih.y,  was  the  only  .laughter  of  John  Also,,,  a  men  ha'iu  an.l  . 
n.emher  ot  ,he  (  ontu.cual  Congress  fr,..n  New  \ork.  an.l  n.arnnl  Mr  Kin. 
n.  New  \ork  .,u  Mar.h  .,o.h,  .780.  He  was  a,  ,l,al  n,nr.  a  ,l.^l..gau.  from  Mas^ 
sachusetts  ,..  the  Congress,  then  sii.ing  i„  ,ha,  ...v.  M,s.  Kn,g  „as  a  la,5  v  '  f 
ren,arkah  le  heaniy.  g.-mie  an.l  gra.ious  nuuu.ers.  an.l  w..||  .ulhvale.l  ,n,n.l  an.l 
a.lornol  the  high  s,a„o„,  l.o.h  in  Kngland  an.l  at  h..n,e,  that  her  hnshan.l's  ofti- 
c.al  posiMou  ami  lluur  own  so.ial  reflations  entitle.l  then,  to  o.-.-upy.  The  Imer 
years  ol  her  hfe.  excep,  while  in  Washington,  were  passe.l  in  Janmi.-a.  I,.  I.- ' 
,,,  „  "y  I''-*  Ki'iiHlson,  Dr.  Charles  R.  King. 

fni'op;::;:;;!  ';;;:'•"  •"  ""^^^  '"^ '-'  --^ '—  -'e^-i"«='.^..ns,  power. 

"  The  ..riginal  sketch  says  ' .  arrying,'  hut  the  present  corre.tion  is  made  by 
the  nuthonty  of  ]  r.  CIkuU-s  R.  King,  who  wrote  the  sketch,  but  failed  to  cor- 
rect the  mistake  when  it  was  published."; 
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A  Si'^iifr  of  the  Di'ilaration  of  /ii(/r/<eii(/eiu-f 
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Lewis,  llif  second  son  of  Francis  Lewis,  one  ot  ilie  signers  of  tlie 


l)c 


.ii.ilion  ut 


f  Inileiiendence,  \v;is  liorn   in  New  \'ork, 


on 


tlie  161I1  ol  October, 


1  754,  (luring  the  ."ren 


th 


His  lather's  lumse  w.is  ne.ir  the 


Hall 


cit\  «Ms  then 


so  snuill,  tli.U  the  boy  could 


unit  sciiiirrels  and  e\eii  U 


eiv,  aiul  the 
he  hiniself 


II 


e  owed  his  e.irU  education  to 


ill  the  Woods,  wiilioiit  going  far  from  lioiiie. 
Iiis  nuither,  a  lady  of  unusual  culiivalioii,  wIid,  wiili  iiune  of  (lur  lai  iliiies  lor 
tlie  training  of  the  young,  knew  hou-  to  make  solid  studies  interesting  and  ac- 
ce[)tal)Ie  to  her  son  before  he  was  in  his  teens.  .Mmgan  was  first  phu  ed  at  a 
giaminar  school,  in  I'jli/.abetlilou  n,  whence,  he  eiileied  I'rinccton  Cullege. 
There,  his  favorite  study  was  (Ireek,  and  his  favorite  companion  was  James 
Madison.  He  graduatei!  from  rrinceion  with  distim  tioii  in  177,5,  alter  giving 
proof  of  the  line  (lualities  which  were  10  make  his  life  dislinguished. 

"  Lewis  had  i  hosen  the  Church  as  his  profession,  but  his  father,  preferring 
the  bar,  he  was  prep.iring  to  go  to  London,  to  study  al  the  Temjile,  wlieii  the 
growing  disat^reeuiriils  between  tlu!  (.,'iiloiiies  and  the  mother  ((iiinliy,  made  it 
evident  that  .\inerica  would  need  the  services  of  all  iier  sons.  Lewis  sought  for 
instruction  in  the  military  duties  which  then  seemed  all  imporlaiit,  and  111  1775, 
joiiie(l  as  a  volunteer,  the  foii  es  belore  Iiostoii. 

"  In  .\ul;iisI,  (jf  the  s.une  \e.ir,  when  only  twenty  one  years  old,  he  took  (  oiii- 
mand.  with  the  title  of  major,  of  a  comp.'.iiv  of  \dhiiiteers  which  was  f.oon 
taken  into  the  ("ontineulal  sci  \  ii  e,  as  the  second  New  N'ovk.  Almisl  niimedi 
ately,  b\'  onlrr  of  the  provincial  Congress,  he  u.is  '  pi  >led  with  his  company  to 
co\tT  .1  pa;'y  of  ciii/eiis,  who,  after  nighif.iU,  were  engaged  in  removing  the 
arni'-,  oidinance  ami  military  eiiuipmenls  from  tiie  arsenal  on  the  l>,itler\-.  The 
".-\sia,"  a  Ihilish  ship  of  w.ir,  lay  nearlv  abreast  of  the  arsenal,  and  Major  Lewis 
was  specially  instructed  to  prevent  all  iiilercoiirse  between  that  ship  and  the 
shcjre,  wl'.le  the  workiiiL;  p.ulv  w,is  liigaged.  Scarcely  had  the  work  ol  ieiuo\al 
commenced,  when  a  boat  was  discovered  gliding  slowly,  with  mullled  oars, 
within  musket  shot  of  one  of  the  sentinels,  who,  alter  hailing  se\eral  times 
without  receiving  an  answer,  fired  a  shot  ovt  r  her  and  ordered  her  lo  conu'  to 
the  shore  or  pull  out  into  the  siream.  No  attention  was  juid  lo  this,  but  a  mii.iII 
blue  light  iv.is  e\hibite<l  under  the  bow  of  the  boat,  near  the  siirla(  e  of  the 
water.  In  an  in-.lant,  I  he  "Asi.i "'  was  buhleil  from  her  tops.ul  \  ards  to  hei  ni.iiii 
deck,  and  her  bailerv  opened  in  the  direction  of  the  arsenal.  .\  section  of  the 
guard  was  now  broiiglit  ii]),  who  dix  barged  their  pieces  into  the  boat,  "  wound- 
ing twcj  se. linen."      No  further  allempi  .11  inlerference  was  ni.ide  by  the  "  .\sia." 

"  '  in  June,  177''),  when  (ieneral  ( I, lies  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
army  in  Canada,  Major  Lewis  accompanied  him  as  chief  of  staff,  with  the  rank 
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of  colonel.  After  ilic  army  retired  Iroiii  Canada,  Congress  appointed  liim 
quartermaster-general  for  the  nortiiern  ilepartnient.'  I  ewis  remained  in  the 
field  with,  tlie  army  until  December,  when  it  went  into  winter  (luarters.  'I'he 
northern  campaign  openetl  in  July,  1777,  with  tlie  evacuation  of  Ticoinleroga. 
In  August,  (leneral  dates  again  assumed  tonnnand,  anil  tlie  army,  swelled  by 
volunteers  from  every  direction,  advanced  to  a  ])usiiion  on  Hemis  Heights. 
The  conduct  of  I,ewis  in  the  engagement  of  September  19th,  was  commended 
by  General  Gates  in  general  orders.  On  the  morning  of  the  7ih  of  October, 
the  ilrums  again  beat  to  arms,  and  the  information  was  icceived  that  the  enemy 
was  marching  in  force  against  the  American  left.  Colonel  Lewis  received  an 
order  from  headcpiarters  to  rei)air  to  the  scene  of  action  with  six  or  eight  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  best  mounted  men  to  act  as  iiussengcrs  ;  to  select  the  most 
ci)mmanding  positions  whence  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enem)'  and  the 
tide  of  battle  ;  and  to  transmit  to  headquarters  an  immediate  report  of  e\ery 
imjinrtant  event  as  it  should  occur.  'I'iiat  this  mark  of  (oiifidence  in  the  judg- 
ment and  ability  of  Colonel  Lewis  was  well  bestowed,  is  suftii  ienli\'  proved  by 
the  events  that  followed.  General  GaUs  himself  did  not  see  the  battle,  but  re- 
lied for  its  conduct  on  the  informaiioii  thus  received.  'I'he  coiiventiini  vf  Sara- 
toga having  been  concluded  on  the  i6ih,  the  next  day  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
British  army  descended  from  the  heights  to  the  plain  on  the  margin  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  where  they  were  received  by  Colonel  Lewis,  and  having  stacked  their 
arms,  were  coiulucted  by  him  to  the  rear,  through  a  ilouble  line  of  .\meri(  an 
troops,  who  observed  perfect  silence  during  the  ceremony. 

"In  1778  and  again  in  1780,  Lewis  accompanied  General  Clinton  in  expedi- 
tions against  predatory  parties  of  the  Hritish  and  Indians. 

"The  following  interesting  incident  is  related  by  Colonel  Lewis'  daughter: 

"  '  My  father  returned  to  his  house  in  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  in  1783,  be- 
fore the  evacuation  by  the  Hritish  troo])s.  General  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  were 
staying  at  his  house  when  the  fire  at  the  arsenal  broke  out.  Terror  seized  upon 
all  classes  ;  the  inhabitants  who  had  just  returned  to  their  homes,  feared  that 
the  fire  was  the  work  of  British  incendiaries,  and  hesitated  to  expose  themselves. 
The  Hritish  soldiers  kept  aloof  lest  they  shoulil  be  susjiected,  and  should  become 
the  object  of  popular  violence.  The  flames  continued  uncheiked.  Cili/ens 
formed  a  line  aiu  'lassed  leather  buckets  from  hand  to  hand.  M\  lather  and 
General  Hamilton  arrived  and  were  |)rei)aring  to  organize  the  citizens  while  the 
British  Soldiers  stood  idly  by.  .Xt  this  moment,  a  soldier  came  up  and  an- 
nounced that  ill  was  lost,  as  the  arsenal  contained  several  barrels  of  gunpowder 
which  tlie  lire  had  jusi  .''ached.  My  father  turned  immediately  toward  the  sol- 
diers, exclaiming,  "Come,  my  lads,  won't  )()u  help  us?"  "  \'es,  sir;  willingly," 
was  the  prompt  reply.  My  father  and  Hamillon  led  .lie  way,  the  soldiers  fol- 
lowed, and  calling  them  barrels  of  pork,  they  rolled  out  the  casks  of  gunpowder 
through  the  fire  and  saved  the  city.' 

"  '  From  about  llie  period  of  the  s  irrender  of  Hurgoyne,  the  duties  of  Col- 
onel Lewis  broiighi   liun  freipiently  in  contact  with  Washington,     ("omfortable 
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(Hiarteis  were  hard  to  fiiul  in  those  days,  and  for  some  time  he  was  honored  by 
heiiig  permitted  to  sluire  tiie  sleeping  apartment  of  the  commander  inchiel  !  ' 
At  tiie  close  of  the  war,  Lewis  was  appointed  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  nnlitia 
in  tiie  City  of  New  Vork,  at  the  head  of  whicii  he  had  the  honor  of  escorting 
General  Washington  at  his  liist  inauguration  as  president. 

"  After  peace  was  estal)lished,  Colonel  Lewis  took  up  with  chaiacleristic  vigor 
the  occupations  of  civil  life.  He  studied  law  with  such  assiduity  as  to  endanger 
his  health,  and  soon  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  establishetl  a  lu('rati\e 
jirac  tice.  He  was  naturally  ailapted  to  public  life,  and,  having  once  enlered  it, 
his  progress  in  the  confidence  of  jiis  countrymen  was  rapid  and  distinguislied. 
He  rejiresented  New  \'ork  City  in  the  Assembly,  and  soon  after  Dutchess  county, 
to  which  he  had  removed.  He  was  next  elected  a  judge  of  the  Common  I'leas, 
and  in  1791,  was  appointed  attorney-general  of  the  slate.  In  1792,  lie  was 
raised  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  next  year  he  became  chief 
justice.  In  1804,  he  was  ele(  ted  Ciovernor  of  the  Slate  of  New  Vork.  His  in- 
cumbency of  tliL-  office  was  marked  by  iiis  efforts  on  behalf  of  public  education, 
and  for  the  improved  regulation  of  the  militia  of  the  state.  In  his  first  adilress 
to  the  Legislature,  occurs  the  following  passage  : 

"  '  III  a  government  resting  on  public  opinion,  and  deriving  its  (  hief  support 
from  the  affections  of  the  people,  religion  and  morality  cannot  be  too  sedulously 
inculcated.  To  them  science  is  a  handmaid  ;  ignorance,  the  worst  of  enemies. 
Literary  information  should  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  every  description  of 
citizens,  and  jioverty  should  not  be  permitted  to  obstruct  the  path  to  the  fane  of 
knowledge.  Common  schools,  nnder  the  giiiilance  of  resiiectable  teachers, 
should  be  established  in  every  village,  and  the  indigent,  educated  at  the  public 
expense.  'I'lie  higher  seminaries,  also,  should  recei\e  ever)'  support  and  [latroii- 
age  within  the  means  of  enlightened  legislators.'  " 

"On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1S12,  Lewis  reentered  the  military 
service  of  his  country.  In  May,  he  was  appointed  (Juartermaster  (leneral,  aid 
in  March,  1813,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major-deneral,  and  was  or- 
dered to  active  service  on  the  Car.atlian  frontier,  in  which  he  remained  during 
tiie  rest  of  the  war. 

"Military  operations  had  the  effect  of  greatly  impoverishing  the  farms  of  the 
part  of  the  state  in  which  General  Lewis'  property  was  situated.  In  consc(|t;ence 
of  this,  the  general  remitted  a  year's  rent  to  every  farmer  who  served  in  one 
campaign  in  the  army,  or  who  had  a  scni  in  the  service.  During  the  war,  a 
numl-er  of  .American  prisoners  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  Canada, 
after  they  had  been  exchanged,  because  the  lirilish  commissary  refused  bills  mi 
the  L'liited  States  government,  in  i)ayiiient  of  their  debts  and  expenses,  on  il.e 
grouiKl  that  sue  h  bills  were  impossible  to  collect  through  the  ordinary  commer- 
cial channels.  The  .American  iirisoners  were  in  a  suffering  condition  in  (Jiiehic, 
and  their  own  government  could  not  see  its  way  to  help  them.  In  this  emer- 
gency, General  Lewis  advanced  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
of  his  private   funds   to  obtain  the  release  of  his  countrymen.     'I'his  sum  was 
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crcdited  to  Genei-al  Lewis.  „n  .ho  l,o„ks  oi  the  tr.asn.y,  but  u.s  never  re,,ai.l 
to  him.  ll,e  unfort.u.aie  prisoners  were  relieved,  Inw  very  few  ever  knew  the 
som-ce  whence  their  rehef  came. 

"The  following  letter  is  a  specinien  of  others  received  by  Ca-neral  Lewis  and 
shows  the  confidence  felt  m  his  willingness  to  e.vert  himself  in  the  canse  of  the 
untorliinate  : 

"•  Dkak  (;i,n,.;ka,_I„  a,nse,|«cncc  of  .-,„  „„l,.i,,,,y  i„isuiulcT.s(,n,„lin«  rdntivc  to  tl,..  ex- 
bange  o    p,,s„„e,s  hav,.^  taken  place  between  our  governn.ent  a„,l  ,,i.s  iL-ellency  ,1       io  - 
en.o,.  0    ,„e  Cana.l,-.s,  .e  have  heen  refuse.l  ou,  parole.     We  p,ocee„  in,n,e,lin.ei;,  ,       , 

feoMK  .     If  .Liiknevyloses  upon  me  here,  I  l.ope  you  will  not  ,l,i„k  it  .,,0  n  ueh  trouble   o  in 
lune  for  „,y  .lear  l.t.le  .laughter,  now  at  .Miss  Hall's  scl.ool,  i„  ,„e  City  of  .New  'Jsee 

tbat  n,y  nan.e  does  not  sutler  in  i„e  adjusluient  ofniy  afi.i.-s  witl,  ,l,e  ^.overnnienl.       ' 

"  '  \'ouis  sincerely, 

"  '(',  \'a\  i,|.:  \i,nii;k.' 

"The  condnsion   of  the  war  of  18.2   found  General   Lewis  in  Ins  sixti-th 
year      1.1.    a    ho,„h   his  public  HH.  was   now  endetl.  he  still  had  beR,.-     , 
tl'u  )  >ea,s  ol  active  and  happy  private  life.      L,   ,779,  ,„.  ,,„,  „,,„,,■,,,  p,^,^ 
nude,  the  .laughter  of  Robert  Livingston,  and  sister'^Robert  R  :      E d^  ^ 
Livings  on     who   were  successively  ministers  to  the  Court  of   Lraiue  s 

l-v,s  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  aHer  a  union  of  l^.ty-Hve  years,     lul  ,     ; 

c.a   s  fam  ly  .lurmg  this  period,  although  it  then  numbere.l  thirty  individuals 

Age  increased  rat lier  tlian  .limiiiished  General  Lewis'  taste  f!,r  reading.  „e 
K.  ad.  y  interest.,  stu.lent  of  the  liible,  and  the  copy  which  he  liabhually 
'  ,'■  "  "^■"■'•;7.''  -"-"'--I'ly  scorched  by  the  flame  of  the  caudles  close 
t"  "iHeh  he  was  obliged  ,0  hold  il.  He  studied  the  Old  Testament  closelv  n 
Hs  beat-ings  upon  the  sul^ea  of  slavery,  and  he  showed  his  conviJi  ,  ^^  , 
■nstitution  couhl  not  long  continue  in  the  United  States  by  refu! 
g^ous  otters  to  invest  money  in  southern  plantations.      He  had  long  b^n  i  3 

-d     he  xN'ew  lestament   in   Greek,  and   in  his  later  life  he  learned  the  I  e  le  w 
'n  order  to  be  able  to  read  it  in  that  language 

;::7,;-;i;:-::::;::r;-;;;— — ^^^^ 

1-  ;»..ny  years  be  presi.led  over  the  Historical  Society  and  the  (rdc    f 
tlieLiucinnati,  and  held  the  ('tri<e  of  Grand  ]\b,si..r  „f  .1, .  v       v     ,  V 
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Ills  Miisoiiic",  l)retlireii,  '  'I'he  snniniuns  to  tlu' ("t  lt'sii;il  C'lraiul  I. ixige  readied  liiin 
on  Sunday,  tlie  71I1  nieriiiian,  wlicii  lie  departed  from  us,  in  tlie  ninetieth  jear  of 
Ills  age.'" 

RccH.nls  (if  tlu-  Dan^hters  of  tlie  Cincinnati." 


STAATSBURGH." 


I 


Tlir    MANskjN    AT    S  lAATSlUIROH 

"  One  of  the  iiK  st  ])iciiiresciiie  residences  to  be  seen  as  one  sails  ii|)  the  Hudson 
is  the  home  of  Mr.  O^'den  Mills  at  Si.iatshurg,  originally  llie  home  of  Maturin 
Livingston,  Mis.  .Mills's  f.ilher.  The  old  manor  house  was  kej)!  intact,  and 
wings  about  the  dimensions  of  the  original  building  were  ailded  on  each  side, 
the  house  now  being  one  Inindred  and  sixty-eight  feet  by  six  hundred  and 
seventy  live  feel,  and  containing  about  ninety  rooms,  'i'hoiigh  only  two  stories 
in  height,  the  winilows  command  views  ,f  the  Hudson  for  many  miles  north  and 
south.  Many  of  the  guest  chambers  are  on  the  ground  floor.  Tlie  house  is 
Cirecial  in  design,  and  tlu'  exterior  is  a  light  grey  stucco,  with  trimmings  of 
white. 

"  novernor  Lewis  imrcliascd  the  pid]ierlv  at  Staatsburg  in  179,^,  and  built  his 
iiouse  in  1795.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1852,  and  rebuilt  by  Governor 
Lewis  in  183^. 

" 'I'lie  second  house  lias  been  nuicli  altered  but  the  jiroperty  has  descended  in 
a  direct  line  to  his  great  granddaughter  who  now  resides  there." 
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COLONKI,  TJMOTHV  I'ICKKRING 

.'/«  .Iiiifn,,,,!  Sfiil('sni,vi 

"Timothy   J-ick.ring   was  l..,rn    in   S.km,    .M..s..    i,,    the   ve.r    ,7..       ,, 

register  of  .Ict-.ls  for   the  .:o„nty  <,f  Fsscx       IVi,   '  H.gg.nson, 

-''''-'^  'JH'  c.un,y   he  gave     arti .'ran;;;      ;  :';;;^ 
saen,.e    and   „.  the  efficiency  of  his  rcgnnent  i,e  observed     ,1  L    '         "' 

of  we.ghl,  >ntluence,  and  forlnne  more  thu,  others  .0.  """ 

cises  in  order  to  .lo  their  country  ser    .e       hn  ■"""'"  ""'""■-^'  ^""- 

1;:;: !:;  =::;"r  I  ~T-T  F'-^^^ 
»i:'r,r;;s:::':r;,::!;z;:;;::,:; ?,r '""'■' -- - 

llri.i»h  ,,a,li„„„u  „„,,„.  ,|,c  .Mi„i,    ;  ,  ;  ^  ' '     "I''",'""'  "»™""'  "'  "■= 
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coiuxMiicnt  mart  ;  and  were  it  oilicrw  ihi-,  wi-  must  he  (le;iil  to  every  idea  of  jiis- 
tiee,  li)st  to  all  leeiings  uf  lumiaiiity,  tc  ild  we  indidjje  one  liiongiit  to  seize  on 


itli 


id  raise  our  lortinies  on  tlie  ruins  ut  our  sullerinj;  nci 


yiiborh 


t'olonel 


Pickering  was  one  of  a  connniltee  to  inesi'iit   tins  address  \\\  iKrs<in  to  Cioxenuir 


( Jaue. 


I  )isi  (inlcnt    was   taking   strong   hold   on  the  i  I'lnnnniily  ol    Massac  husetls  at 


lis  tune. 


In  !• 


eliniar\,   i 


/  o 


Colonel  Leslie  from  I'astle  William  was 


ired 


liv 


(lovernor    dage    to   sei/e   some    military  stores   depos 


I(<1 


HI    Salem, 


marched  with  one  hundred  and  forl\  men  towaid  Sakni  llnough  Marhklu.ul. 
A  determined  resistance  was  made  at  the  drawliridge  leading  from  l)aiiversto 
Salem  hy  Colonel  Pickering  with  forty  men  to  iircveni  their  ohject.  'I'lu'  I'rilish 
tronps  were  delayed  an  lionr  and  a  half  al  die  hridge  and  daikness  coming  on 
and  their  ohject  rendered  inipractiiahle,  they  relumed  without  entering  Salem. 
This  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  government  was  the  herald  of  the 
approac  liing  storm. 

•'  Colonel  Pickering  was  married  to  Rehecc  a  While  in  Aiiril,  1776.  It  was  a 
iiiosi  happy  iiiiioii  ;  she  was  a  iVLim.iii  of  great  firmness  of  iharacur  united  with 
gentleness  and  was  in  every  way  fitted  lo  endiiie  ihe  xicissiludes  of  the  long 
and  an.\ioiis  sejiarations  which  the  continuance  of  «ar  and  public  stations  iii- 
viilved  on  her  and  her  hushand.  It  is  related  of  her  that  when  the  wives  of 
tluise  of  her  acipiaintance  were  repining  and  grieving  over  llie  absence  of  their 
relatives  in  the  war,  she  told  them  she  slioiihl  '  never  sl.ind  belueen  her  husband 
ami  his  duly."  She  lived  until  her  seventv  I'lflh  year,  reiaining  always  her  lair 
ciaii|)le.\ioii  and  delicate  bloom.  Her  ixa'lr.ul  [lainled  b)  ( Iilbeit  Sluarl  bears 
evidence  to  her  iiersuiial  charms.  She  was  l.'orn  in  Paiglaiid,  her  father  being 
in  the  Naval  Service  of  Creal  Britain — although  burn  in  Piston,  lleiom- 
m.inded  the  '  \Ve\inoutli,'  a  si.\ly  four  gun  ship  at  the  taking  of  Manilla  from 
tlu'  Spaiiiartis  in  i  7.^5. 

'•  In  the  autumn  of  1776,  the  army  under  Washington  being  greatly  reduced 
in  numbers  a  large  reiiifurcement  of  militia  was  called  for  ;  the  ([uota  of 
iM.issachusetts  was  live  thousand.  (Colonel  Pickering  took  command  of  the 
regiment  of  seven  hundred  men  from  Salem.  When  the  orders  came  he  as- 
sembled the  militia  in  Salem,  hamngiied  and  exliorlcd  them  to  slep  forvv.iril 
to  the  ilelence  of  their  country  in  her  hour  of  peril,  .\fler  sending  round  the 
drum  and  fife  as  a  signal  for  volunteers  he  stepjieil  forward  as  tlie  lirst.  This 
patriiitic  e.xample  was  Inllnwed  by  large  numbers.  The  cpiota  of  Salem  was 
c()ni[)osed  of  vulunleers.  This  term  of  militia  duty  was  ]ierfi mud  in  the 
winter  of  1776-77,  terminaling  at  Hound  Prook,  N.  J. 

"Washington's  headcpiarters  being  at  .Morristown,  Colonel  Pickering  olleii 
dwelt  on  the  hardshii)S  of  that  long  winter  march,  which  he  shared  wilh  his 
men  ;  of  their  sleeping  al  night  on  the  frozen  ground,  or  in  barns  ;  and  lending 
his  horse  to  any  of  his  command  who  were  too  fatigued  ur  unwell  to  inar(  li 
with  the  soldiers  as  he  was  able  to  do  himself. 

"  Shortly  after  his  return  to  Salem,  Colonel  Pickering  receivetl  an  invitation 
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fio.n  fleiiL-ral  \V.,sl,in;^ton  t.,  accqn  tl.e  office  of  A.ljulant  CcMR-ral  of  the  Army 
UasluMiit.,,,  a.l.lressci  a  letter  to  Congress  recommeiHling  l.in,  to  that  position  :" 

"  ■  (;i;nti.kmkn: 

•••l,„„,e.lia,cly   o„   ro.-.i,,.  „f  yo„,-   rosnlvc    recom.,..n,1i„«   .1,.   ..mce  of  A,lj„.a,.t 

(.u  ■,.!   I  .    ..  hllol  l,y  a  «c.,„l..„,, f  al.ility  and  „„.u.|,.c.nl  aUaclnnaU  l„  our  cans..  I 

.-.-  c.   in  (  „1.   1„„.„  ,y    l.ul<,.,i„K  "I   Massachusc-lls.     Tliis  choice  I  was  i,„|ucc,l  to  n,l.,,„  r,.,„. 
c     IK     cluuaccr  I     a.I  ,„  l,i,„  iMl,  a>  a  Kicat  inililaiy  «c„,u.s.  cuhivatc.l  l,y  an  in.lLiiou, 

""" "    ''^  •''■•'  "f  "•'"■•  •■""'  "^  '■>  «^'"tlcman  of  lil.cal  education,  .li.lin,„i.|,cd  .eal  and 

yrcal    naMl.od    and    adivily    in   l.usinos.       This  character   I   had  of  hin,   f,„„,  ..nllenun  of 
nieril  and  di, Unction  on  whom  I  could  rely. 

"MiKij.  \V.^^ll|^l;|(,^.' 

"While  in  this  office  Colonel  Pickering  fonne.l  part  of  the  iniiiiaty  family 
of  tu.  Cominaiuler-in-Chief,  an.l  chiefly  .luring  ,i,is  campaign  on  the  Ihulson. 
the  heaiUiuarters  being  at  Nevvl.urgh.  lu  the  battles  of  l!.aiMly„ine  ami  Cer- 
"unm»vn  Colonel  Pickering  was  at  the  side  of  Washington  or  carrying  orders 
'"  tlie  liehl.  lu  ,777  he  was  made  a  .mmber  of  the  Hoard  of  War,  together 
wah  (.cncnil  Cates,  Ceneral  Miftlin  and  Richani  IVters,  On  the  resignation 
01  (.eneral  Creen,  Colonel  Pickering  was  a,,poin,ed  by  Congiess,  Quarter- 
master-Ceneral  of  the  Army,  which  .lifticuh  and  arduous  office  he  held  „i,t,| 
the  smrender  of  Cornwallis  at  ^■(.lktown. 

•'After  the  disbanding  of  the  Continental  Army  he  became  a  resi.leut  of 
Ihiladelphia,  and  m  ,790  he  was  made  delegate  to  the  convention  for  revisiim 
the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  together  with  Thomas  Mifllin,  Thomas 
Mckean,  William  Lewis,  Albert  C.allalin,  James  Ross  and  Samuel  Fit/reaves 
At  the  instance  of  Colonel  Pickering  a  wise  aiul  benevolent  provision  was  iu' 
serted  ,n  that  constitution;   namely,   the  establishment  of  free  sclunds  11,  that 

"From  the  year  ■790  to  1794,  Colonel  Pickering  was  charged  bv  President 
nasinngtonwith  several  negotiations  with  the  Indian  Nations  01,  om- frontiers 
jn  a  joint  commission  with  Heverly  Randolph  of  Virginia,  and  Ceneral  Lincoln' 
In  1794  he  u.,s  appointed  sole  agent  for  settling  our  disputes  with  the  Six 
Nations  ot  U  estern  New  V.rk.  Parkman,  the  Historian  of  the  Lulians,  tells  us 
hese  nations  were  all  iuclude.l  in  the  tribe  of  Irocpiois  ;  and  furthermore  adds 
tl'a  lemale  sullrage  prevailed  among  tliem.  Civnt  .lelav  was  occaMoued  in 
.mikiug  this  treaty  as  it  took  the  wo.neii  and  chihlren  three  weeks  to  reach 
ainte.l    I  „st  where   tiie  council  was  to  be   held.      Red  Jacket  was  the  orator  at 

his  coun,:,     and   there  was  a   full  , ection   of  all   the  principal  chiefs.      Two 

Ii.dians  had  been  killed  by  the  whites  and  this  was  a  great  grievance  to  be 
assuaged  by  presents  ami  words  of  conciliation.  It  was  eiuled  satisla.tonl v 
^le  hatchet  buned  and  the  calumet  of  peace  smoked.  At  the  close  of  the  war' 
Colonel  hckermg  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  organize 
he  county  of  Lucerne.  For  this  purpose  he  removed  his  fa.nily  ,0  the  beauti- 
f  I  valley  of  Wyoming  The  disputes  between  the  settlers  from  Connecticut 
and  those  from   Pennsylvania  were  ripe,  ami  the  former  were  in  open  rebellio.. 
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against  llic  slate.  A  ci'iiip.iny  tcniiifd  in  ( 'innifcticut  called  the  Siisi|iichaiiiia 
Coiiipaiiy,  had  induced  settlers  to  go  iVoin  that  state,  claiming  the  land  in  the 
great  liend  of  the  Sus(|uehaiina  helonged  tn  ('(innecliciit,  they  having  pure  hased 
it  liiini  the  lialians.  The  [iriuie  agent  ut'  the  Siisiiuehaniia  L\>ni])any  was  J<ihn 
Franklin,  a  resolute  and  delerniined  nian,  who  with  the  title  ol'  Colonel,  stirred 
lip  the  settlers  tii  armed  resistaiue  to  the  laws  ol  Pennsylvania.  A  warrant  was 
issued  I'or  his  arrest  anil  he  was  lodged  in  jail  at  I'hiladelphia.  In  consei]uence 
ol'  aiding  in  his  arrest. (  which  was  a  luilil.irv  oiiei  t'olonel  I'ickering  heeaiiie  the 
])erson  on  whom  lhe\  meant  to  wreak  their  vengeanie.  .\  hand  ot  men  dis- 
guised as  Indians,  with  thrir  laces  blackened,  entered  his  liedrm-m  at  night, 
ordered  him  to  gel  up  and  follow  them.  One  of  them  followed  his  wife  (when 
she  went  to  bring  his  coal)  and  told  her  if  slie  made  any  noise  liny  would 
tomahawk  her.  Tlui  told  him  to  take  an  oven  oat  with  him  as  he  would  be 
long  aw.iy  and  would  iieeil  oue.  'rhe\  jiinioned  his  arms  behind  his  back  and 
tied  another  lord  to  iheni  'Mlh  whit  h  to  le.id  their  prisoner.  In  the  darkness  of 
the  night  they  marched  silently  through  the  town,  one  of  them  walkiii;,  in  front, 
one  behind,  and  the  others  on  both  sides  i'\  their  t.i|ilive.  When  ihey  had 
gone  IweUe  miles,  ihey  li.dled  ai;d  said  lo  Coloiul  I'ickering,  '  Now  it  lou  will 
intercede  willi  the  M\eiuli\t'  Council  for  I-'ianklin's  iMrdon,  we  u  ill  release 
yon.'  I'o  which  their  prisoner  replied,  '  The  I''Aeculive  (ouiiiil  beller  know 
their  duly  tl'.iii  to  rcle,i>e  a  traitor  to  pn cure  the  liherl)-  of  an  innccent  m.iii.' 
riiis  repl\'  angered  liirni  to  such  a  degree  that  one  of  their  niimlier  e.\claimcd, 
'  Damn  him,  why  don't  \(iii  tomahawk  him.'  I  luring  his  capliviu  of  neaily 
three  uei-ks  in  the  woods,  ihis  pro|io->iiioii  to  ,isk  lor  the  |i.irdoii  ni'  l-i.inkhii  was 
Ireipiently  a>ked,  but  alwavs  receiving  a  jirompt  and  decided  negative,  they 
'"'■lally  rele.ised  him.  after  h.iving  carried  him  fori y  four  miles  Mom  his  home, 
on  thv  ])romise  that  he  umild  ask  the  I'.xecntive  to  grant  their  pardon.  This 
they  did  not  wait  to  recei\e,  but  most  of  them  took  their  departure  Uir  the 
Slate  of  New  \'ork.  On  their  way  thither  one  of  their  number  was  hied  on  by 
the  I'ennsylvania  miliii.i  and  niorlally  wounded.  The  famil\  sent  to  Mrs. 
I'ickering  for  a  winding  slieet,  which  she  gave  them. 

"  111  ihe  year  1794.  Colonel  Pickering  was  drawn  from  his  letireinent  in  the 
valle\  of  Wyoming  by  his  appoinlmeni  liy  Washington  to  the  office  of  Pc  si 
master-Cieneral.  The  seat  of  goveriimeiii  was  at  Philadelphia.  'I'hisoffne  he 
held  niitil  .'vigiist,  179;.  when  on  the  resignation  of  (ieneral  Kno.\  he  was  ap 
liointed  by  W'.ishingtoii,  Secretary  of  War.  There  was  no  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  then,  il.i  duties  being  included  in  those  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  During 
his  administration  of  ih.it  office,  the  lliree  f.imons  frigates  were  biiill — the  Con- 
stitution, the  Philadelplii.;,  ,iiid  the  ( 'onslell.itioii.  Colonel  Pickering  had  much 
to  do  in  eipiipping  and  arming  these  vessels  am!  alwa\s  took  great  interest  in  our 
warshiiis.  One  of  his  sons  was  a  midshipman  with  Commodore  Perry  011  Lake 
Mrie,  and  also  sailed  with  Comii.  idore  (then  ('.iiUaiii)  l!  ratiir,  on  the 
Philadelphia. 

"  In  the  year  1795,  on  the  resignation  of  .Mr.  lalmuiul  Randolph  as  Secrctar) 


(VUKXKI.  rnioriir  nrKKiusn  ;j;,r, 

of  State,  Wa.sl,ington  gave  Cdonel  n.-kering  ,l,e  ,cm,H,nu y  cl.arge  of  that  office. 
Somelune  before  tl.e  ,„ee.,ng  <,f  Congress  i„  the  following  December,  the  I'resi- 
.lent  ren.iere.  h,m  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  This  fro.n  unaflecteci  d.ffi- 
■i-ue  e  .lecbned.  ,i,„  as  soon  as  Co,,;ress  asscn.bled,  wuhout  speaking  To 
Colonel  hckenng  aga.n,  he  non.ina.ecl  Ion,  as  Secre.arv  of  State  a  ul  he  was 
onnnned  by  the  Senate.  He  contnM.e.l  in  this  office  nn„l  the  year  ,800,  wh 
h     was  remove,    by  Tresulent   .A.ian.  and  was  succeeded   by  h.  lifelong  b, end 

Um.rslir      ''■  ^  '"""^"''  "'"  """"■"•'  '"^•'"■^  ^"'-'-  J'-''- '"■  '"e 

-•Shonly  aUe,Ml,is    by  the  solici.a.ions  of  his   fr.ends   n,  Massachnsetts  and 
h    .   pu  ch.se  o    l„s  lands  ,n  the  valley  of  U  yonung.  he  returned  .0  his  native 
1^n^     'T',"'   "'''^'■"':'^   ''''■'•■   ^'f'-   "-  «l-l>   •"■  Alexander  Hannhon, 
cha".d  u!e!n!  "     '  *"'"""""'  '""''"""*^  ""  '""''^"'^-  "''"  ''-'  1'"^' 

"In    .So^  Colonel   PiVkering  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  to  fill  the  un- x- 
rued    tern,   of  Davigne  F„.s>er   in   the   Unae.l   S.ales   Senate.      In    .So,  he  vr 
ag.nn  elected  to  the  Sena.e  lor  six  years.      At  .he  exp,ra„„n  of  this  ,enn  he  was 
engaged  m  the  pursuits  of  agncuhure.      ]n  this  occupation  he  was  much  u,!er- 
tsled  an.l  was  ,he  founder  of  the  agricultural  society  in  his  .state  ;    its  president 
an.    wn.e  nuny  .duable  papers  on  the  subjeC.      I  le  also  nUroduce.l  the  cul.,.; 
.     H„  kwh..a    m  An,er,ca.      In  ,8,4  he  was  elece.l  ,.,  the  lU.use  of  Representa- 
tiNesaudheldh,sseatnn,dtheyear,8,7.     Thus  en.led  his  K.ng  .-areer  of  public 
service.      It  ,s  .sale  to  say  that  no  n.an  ever  hel.l  as  n.any  publi,'  offices  in  the  gift 
o    Unshington  as  the  subject  .,f  this  memoir.     The  Irien.lship  ihus  f.rme.l  c  ,n! 
.;ued  ui,br.,ken  .luring  „„een  ,...,.  .,f  constant  ass.K.ialu.n  an.l  .■orresp..n.lence 
H.s  offic.l  lellers  .„    U-ashing,oii  ...  h„n  when  Se.re.ary  of  Stale  are  sigi'i 
yours  snuerely  an.l  affe.iionaielv  C  Washingion.  ^ 

_     "Tl>e  exalted   palnotisin  of  \Vashing,.,n  is  thus  set  f.mh  by  (,:ol.,nel    I'uker- 
•ng  .n  ,h,s  an...  .l.„e.  just  as  it  fell  fr..„,  his  lips  :      •  V.u  men  ion  the  C.      n  I's 
..uanimny  nn   er  .he  ....res,  end.arrassnien.s  an.,  disastc-s.      ,n  this  I  e.,;:^; 
"'    ",.     J.ut    I    on,e  s,,w   hnn  .,v..,,.„u,e  wi.h   great   g.,.,.l   news.     The  .aba] 
H     .he  armyembra....!   ,nany  officers,  an.l   is  un.le,sto.,.l   .0  luve  h.ul  ..„ns,  l' 

e  s,,pp,.t  anu.ng  nrembers  of  C.,iigress.      I,  will  never  be  k -n  h.,:  ,       t 

1.^'<I  spicad  ,  but  l.,r  some  tinie  ,t  ha,l  been  exien.ling  its  influence,  an.l  h  ,.1  be- 
com..  ..in.e  seriously  lormi.laMe.  Afler  the  ,inn,r,.n,a.e  ba.d.s  .,  llr  1  Ime 
nnd  (.ennan..„vn  ,t  a.-.piire.l  nmch  s.ivng.h,  and  .hose  enga...d  in  „  .g-  ' 
speak  IreHv  au.l  were  c ident  .,f  suc.:ess.      The  ..licer  wh.'lia.l  Len  g.  t     ,  ! 

S:rn;;'''''r:r''''^"r^-^'^ ''•'•••''''' ^^^•'-•''^ ...mn.ai  .;;■;!: 

o^    li    .  ■  „,        ■''•"'  """"""  "'-^"'^  ^""'  "•-  ■—-•  ^'f  "-y  ^'nra..,ive 

""""   '"  ''-'1^  ou.-when  in  lac.   i.s  managers  ha.l   b.-giin  .0  sp..,,k  openlv    ■, 

,,n.,r  was    onn.l  ci.cnla.ing  in  camp  an.,  a.  hea.l.piarters  tha,  C ',es  hal  l! 

l.r  II...1  t  an.l  .lecsive  victory.      It  .onl.l  n,„  be  .ra.e.l  to  any  source  ami  h„w  it 

got  .n.o  cu,rency  was  never  expla,n...l.     Lays  passe.,  wi.li.!,,.  any  :Z!:::^ 
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^  oonnnu>  or  ,r,smxaw^ 


''"■'^'^"■"-'.     Thev\v.         "'""'•">•     A  horseman  ,.'     !      ""^■"' '^  *^""'-vs  f.r 
="»!  accost  )„m         '        f  "^""  "^P''^'^'^  '"'-■•     J'.IAeTw  '         ""  ""^^'  """^'^d 

-'» "-  "p,,ss.„;,.  o  s  /  T^'r "^  ■•^'«'"^--"<-i.  1  Ik ,";'"""' 

»-"-.  but  passe    Tt  "T":'"  "'  ^''"S")-  -.1  hLe     "     '    ""\'^'"^^  "^  '"'  --- 
I-  -other's  an  i  f    .     "f.""-^^-  --J'-yed  at  a  uc'o    ■      J,,    "'"  ";-''  "^  --I 

'  '"""■'*  """"O' (and  r.hmk 
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COLONEL    TDK, THY  I'lcKERING  -^.^^^ 

"t^Z  toT!,'"'"'?^'  ^'"^'"'"^  '^  '     ^'"'"-^- '     ''■'-  -4ect  of  this  sketch 

fi,„  «  rr.      '"^ '"""e  ^''r'-'i^m-       *\  lien  the  compensation  bill  was  hefnrf. 

the  Ho„se  of  Representatives  >n  ,8,7  Randolpi,  e.pre  Led  himse  Ih"  1 

highest  offire^  nf  f,  \        ,      ^  '  '  'itbonons  service  and  in  the 

amen.ed  tl,e  false  sense  of  honor  wi,ich  indeed  Hannl.o     tc "      ^e  cln^^^ 

.ie..nd  his  person  from  assassins,  that  llJd.d  no^        ^    h„  ^ ''"^  ^  " 

reason  was  consistent  with  his  character  o,,!  .1     ,  r  ,      ,  ^  ^'"'  ''''' 

e-inen.ly  rel„„.us   „,an.     l):..  X  be    '^  .;:::,;;    '"^"f  "^^  '"  ^^^^  "" 
prayer  and  sent  it  to  her  in  order Th,    ,|   u.u Ir  \  '  '"'"''"''"'  "'^ 

in   their  devotions       On  .,  .  '       "'  "''"■'  "''■>'  '»'«'''  ''^  t^R^'l'f'- 

his  wife  :  'I-lara„on  o,  peace  he  thus  conch.ded  his  letter  ,0 

I)e  resulted  to  ti'b^^r  ''T  f "'''  '""'^''  '"  '"^  "^'""^  --'  ^^^  '  ^l-" 
onr  souls  t  Cr^  , ^d  i  "?  m  ^'^"  ''?"  °"'  ""  «"'^'"'  ^^^--^  "^ 
calamitous  war      (If,;  ^"    '""''"^  "'^"  ''''^^  '"-""K''^  "«  t'^rongh  a 

".ir.     01,  !   for  a  country  deservini;  of  such  blessings  1     n,„  r    1  • 
.racous  even  ,0  the  unthankful  and  unjust.      L  mercy  e'S  ..Iter      i:! 
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altecl  be  his  name.'  The  answer  to  Wasliington's  address  to  tlie  army  at  the 
conchision  of  the  war  was  written  by  Colonel  Pickering.  He  relates  that  when 
Washington  began  to  deliver  his  address  which  he  had  written  out,  he  paused 
(while  taking  his  glasses  out  of  his  waistcoat  pocket)  saying  'Gentlemen  will 
permit  me  to  put  on  my  spectacles.  1  inive  not  only  grown  grey  but  almost 
blind  in  tiie  service  of  my  country.'  'riiis  remark  witii  the  mode  and  mannei 
of  saying  it  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  many  of  the  officers. 

"  Toward  the  latter  years  of  Colonel  I'ukering's  life  he  was  requested  by  the 
family  of  Alexander  Hamilton  to  write  the  life  of  that  great  man.  He  had  col- 
lected and  arrangeil  the  materials  and  was  about  to  commence  writing  it,  when 
taking  a  severe  cold,  (from  going  to  church  on  an  intensely  cold  day)  i)leurisy 
developed,  which  ended  his  life  in  a  very  few  <lays,  in  his  eiglity-foiuth  year. 
He  remarked  to  the  clergyman  who  visited  him  in  his  illness  that  he  had  hoped 
to  live  long  euougli  to  write  the  life  of  his  friend  Hamilton.  He  bore  his  pain- 
ful illness  without  a  murmur,  and  when  told  that  ids  end  was  approaching, 
raised  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  with  these  words  on  his  lips,  '  1  1k)W  to  the  will  of 
God,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  die.' 

"The  writer  has  no  tlesire  to  dwell  on  the  violent  political  controversies  of 
the  period  succeetling  tlie  Revolution.  ]'',ven  Washington  was  often  openly  at- 
tacked. During  his  administration  the  illustrious  John  Jay  and  Colonel  I'icker- 
ing  were  both  burned  in  eftigy  in  the  northern  liberties  of  Philadelphia.  '  'Tis 
license  they  mean  when  they  cry  liberty,'  coukl  api)ly  U)  these  assailants  of  the 
administration.  Colonel  Pickering  held  a  vigorous  pen  and  was  often  drawn 
into  controversies  with  his  opponents.  With  him  right  was  right,  and  wrong 
was  wrong.  He  believed  in  no  compromise  with  the  evil  when  it  came  to  his 
notice  in  high  places  and  he  denounced  it  unsparingly.  An  article  which  ap- 
peared in  a  scurrilous  sheet,  'The  Aurora,'  accused  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
selling  a  passport  to  Europe,  when  they  were  given  on  ajiplication  to  the  State 
Department  gratis.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  one  of  his  clerks  had 
Sold  one  for  live  dollars.  The  clerk  was  summarily  dismissed  by  Colonel  I'ick- 
ering.  This  violent  attack  on  a  faithful  public  servant  excited  the  indignation 
of  Washington,  who  was  then  at  Mt.  X'ernon,  and  brought  from  him  a  letter  to 
Colonel  Pickering  contaniing  tiie  following  W(jrds:  'Notwithstanding  there 
existeil  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  charge  in  "The  Aurora"  against  you  was 
a  malignant  falsehood,  yet,  satisfied  as  i  am  of  the  uiotive  and  niJ  \u  be  an- 
swered by  its  publication,  I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  your  disavowal  of  its 
application.  Hut  the  more  I  know  of  the  views  of  tl  ise  who  are  opposed  to  the 
measures  of  our  government,  tlie  less  suri)rised  I  am  iil  the  attemjils  and  the 
means — i-criui /;//}',  illiheral,  and  tu^iunn  like — wliicli  are  used  to  subvert  it  and 
to  destroy  all  (onfidence  in  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  administration 
thereof.'  In  the  same  letler,  speaking  of  attacks  on  himself,  W'asliiiigtiin  said 
'  1  should  treat  the  essays,  made  to  injure  me  with  the  contempt  they  deserve  ; 
but  when  it  is  evident  that  the  shafts  wliicli  are  aimed  at  me  are  calculated  for  a 
more  important  purpose  than  simply  to  wound  my  reputation,  it  becomes  a  mat 
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ter  of  more  mngnitudc,  aiul  merits  consideration,  whicii  if  you  liave  leisure  to  be- 
slow  I  will  tiiaiik  you  for  the  result,  being  with  nuich  truth  and  vi  ■ '  threat  regard, 
dear  sir,  yours,  (leorge  Washington.' 

•'Could  there  be  a  greater  i>ro()f  of  the  confidence  of  Washington  than  the 
sentiments  of  this  lettir? 

"  To  the  abilities  of  Colonel  Pi(  kering  his  state  papers  bear  evidence.  Presi- 
dent Monroe  said  they  had  seldom  been  equalled,  never  surpassed.  Disinter- 
ested in  public  service,  pure  in  his  life,  simple  in  manners,  benevolent  toward 
the  poor,  tender  in  his  domestic  relations,  constant  and  faithful  in  his  friend- 
ships— he  died  revered  and  honored  by  those  among  whom  his  life  was  passed. 


THE    PICKERING    HOUSE. 


Tin:   ricKi.KiNi;   house 

"  Tile  Pickering  house  in  Salem  was  built  in  1651.  and  is  now  inhabited  by 
the  ninth  generation  of  that  family.  It  is  kept  in  good  repair  and  with  its 
pointed  gables,  and  low  ceilings,  is  a  good  suggestion  of  the  Elizabethan  age. 
.'\  pear  tree  in  its  garden,  planted  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  is  still 
m  bearing  or  was  two  years  ago. 

"  The  remains  of  Timothy  Pickering  and  Rebecca  his  wife  rest  under  a  mas- 
sive slab  of  Quincy  granite  in  the  old  Hroad  street  burying-ground  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  old  mansion." 

Hy  his  granddaughter,  M.\uv  K    Pk  ki  kini;  Donaldson,  March-,  i8()6. 
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CllAl'TKR  XIV 

A    PATTI.Ar    VOVAC.K    IN    1 796 

Catharine  V.  R.  Scmvi  kk  was  the  youngest  and  favorite  child  of  General 
Schuyler,  by  wiioui  she  was  always  called  "  My  Kitty."  During  his  olil  age 
"she  was  his  traveling  companion,  and  constantly  enjoyed  the  refined  society 
by  which  he  was  surrounded.  Although  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  Revolution 
were  passed  before  the  years  of  her  infancy  were  numbered,  her  intercourse  with 
the  great  and  honorable  men  of  that  generation  during  her  youth  anil  early 
womanhood,  brought  facts  and  circumstances  so  forcibly  to  her  vigorous  mind, 
that  their  impressions  were  as  vivid  and  truthfid  as  if  made  by  actual  observa- 
tion." In  1796,  she  accompanied  her  fatlicr  to  Oswego  with  a  view  of  visiting 
the  falls  of  Niagara;  but,  arriveil  at  I'ort  Ontario,  they  failed  to  obtain  trans- 
portation and  were  obliged  to  return. 

It  was  an  arduous  journey  of  two  weeks  through  a  region  which  a  Pullman 
car  now  traverses  in  four  hours,  regardless  of  seasons.  They  traveled  by  bat- 
teau.\ — rudely  constructed  of  logs  and  planks,  Lroutl  anil  without  a  keel.     They 


A  BATTEAU. 

had  small  draught,  and  would  <  arry  large  loads  in  quite  shallow  water.  When 
the  wind  was  favorable,  a  sail  was  hoisted.  In  still  water  and  against  currents 
they  were  propelled  by  long  driving  poles.  The  Hat  boats  on  the  southern 
rivers  are  not  unlike  the  old  batteau.\.  They  were  sometimes  furnished  with  a 
mast  for  lakes  and  other  deep  water,  and  cabins  were  erected  on  them. 

Mrs.  Orant  in  "The  .Vmerican  Lady"  gives  a  pleasing  account  of  the  trip 
which  she  made  in  1759,  with  her  father  and  other  officers.  "  Never,  certainly, 
was  a  journey  so  replete  with  felicity.  I  luxuriated  in  idleness  and  novelty  ; 
knowledge  was  my  delight,  and  it  was  now  pouring  in  on  my  mind  from  all 
sides.  What  a  change  from  sitting  down  pinned  to  my  sampler  by  my  mntlur 
till  the  hour  of  play,  and  then  running  wild  with  children  as  young,  ai\d  still 
simpler  than  myself.  .Much  attended  to  by  all  my  fellow  travelers,  I  was  abso- 
lutely into.xicated  with  the  charms  of  novelty,  and  the  sense  of  my  new  found 
importance.  The  first  day  we  came  to  Si  henectady,  a  little  town  situated  in  a 
rich  and  beautiful  spot,  and  partly  supi)orted  by  the  Indian  trade.  The  next 
day  we  embarked,  [>ri>ceeileil  \ip  the  river  with  six  batteaux,  and  came  early  in 
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diLritbl""  "'n'";  ""'  ^'—S  scenes  ,„K„inable.  where  For.  l,en- 

the  Mohawks.  Ihe  cas.le  o.  th,s  prin.inve  .nona.ch  stood  at  a  little  dis.an.e 
on  a  r,s  ng  ground,  surrou.uled  by  palisades.  He  resided,  at  the  time  • 
l--e  wh,ch  the  public  workmen.  wl,o  had  latclv  budt  his  n  "  'b  en 
..rdered  to  erect  for  him  in  the  vicinity.  \Ve  d,d  not  fail  to  w'ai't  ,  i 
majesty;  who.  not  choosing  to  depart  too  much  from  the  custo,^^  o 
estors,  had  not  permitted  divisions  of  apar.n.ents,  or  mo.lern  rn  u,r  „  " 
^ne  ,s  new  d«.  ing.  It  had  the  appearance  of  a  good  barn,  a-u  l^d  :  j 
D    t^el   V  T^  '"  ""  ""''"'••      ^'"'^'  "-"''-k'  -'-  '-1  indeed  a 
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KING    HENDRICK. 

to  n,y  compr^L;;:;::  waf  p^^;;:,:"'^  :t  '-'v^^t-^'^' "-"  -•-  '"■^' 

heanl  him  de.scrii>ed  as  a  g^er      '  ^  r  i.^  ,     Tl'       ,""  """'"'^''  ''^  ^'^'^''^ 
Ids  frien.ls  :   the  cinncfer  of    11         "''"'"'•  ;^"-' ''"•-'  ^^  '"«  enemies,  an.l  kind  to 

on   ignorant   ig  u  n     e      ,  !  ^  ?""'""' '"  '"^^^'^  ""  •^'^^"'-'  ""P--'- 

head,  and   oniered   me       lit    I     b  set  '""'""  ""'"''  ^'^'''"<^''  "'3- 

kindness  of  his  son  with  d    e.^'  ^'    7  ''"l''  ""'  """'  '^  ""  '"^'-'- 

---^p^.-.cemorearde;n':d:Li:;::;;'^--^^^^^^^ 
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out  of  the  royal  presence  dverawed  ami  delighted,  and  am  not  sure  but  what  I 
have  liked  kings  all  my  life  the  better  for  this  happy  specimen,  tu  which  1  was 
so  early  introduced.  Had  I  seen  royalty,  properly  such,  invested  with  all  the 
pomp  of  F,uro|)ean  magniticence,  I  should  possibly  have  been  ciinfused  and  dver- 
da/./.led.  Hut  this  was  (juite  enough,  and  not  too  much  fur  me  ;  and  1  went 
away,  lost  in  a  revery,  and  thought  of  nothing  but  kings,  battles,  and  generals, 
for  days  after. 

"This  journey,  charming  my  romantic  imagination  by  its  very  delays  and 
difficulties,  was  such  a  source  of  interest  and  novelty  to  me,  that  above  all  things 
I  dreaded  its  conclusion,  which  I  well  knew  would  be  succeeded  by  long  tasks 
and  close  continement.  Happily  for  me  we  soon  entered  u])on  Wood  (reek,  the 
most  desirable  of  all  jilaces  for  a  traveler  who  loves  to  linger,  if  such  another 
traveler  there  be.  This  is  a  small  river,  wliich  winds  irregularly  tlirough  a  tleep 
and  narrow-  valley  of  the  most  lavish  fertility.  The  depth  and  richness  of  the 
soil  here  were  evinced  by  the  loftiness  and  nature  of  the  trees,  which  were 
hickory,  butternut,  chestnut,  ami  sycamores  of  vast  circumference  as  well  as 
height.  These  becanie  so  top-heavy,  and  their  roots  were  so  often  undermined 
by  this  insidious  stream,  that  in  every  tem])estuous  night  some  giants  of  tlie 
grove  fell  prostrate,  and  very  frequently  across  the  stream,  where  they  lay  in  all 
their  pomp  of  foliage,  like  a  leafy  bridge,  unwithercd,  and  forming  an  obstacle 
almost  invincible  to  all  navigation.  The  Indian  lifted  his  slight  canoe,  and  car- 
ried it  past  the  tree,  but  our  deep-loaded  batteaux  could  not  be  so  managed. 
Here  my  orthodo.xy  was  shocked,  and  my  anli  military  prejudices  revived,  by 
the  swearing  of  the  soldiers:  but  then,  again,  my  veneration  for  m\'  father  was, 
if  [jossible  increased,  by  his  lectures  against  swearing,  pro\oked  by  their  trans- 
gression. Nothing  remained  for  our  heroes  but  to  altack  these  sylvan  giants,  axe 
in  hand,  and  make  way  through  their  divided  bodies.  The  assault  upon  fallen 
greatness  was  unanimous  and  unmerciful,  but  the  resistance  was  tough,  and  the 
process  tedious  ;  so  much  so,  that  we  were  three  days  proceeding  fourteen  mile.s, 
having  at  every  two  liotu's'  end  at  least  a  new  tree  to  cut  through. 

"  It  was  here,  as  far  as  I  recollect  the  history  of  my  own  heart,  that  the  first 
idea  of  artifice  ever  entered  into  my  mind.  It  was,  like  most  female  artifites, 
the  offspring  of  vanity-  'I'hese  delays  were  a  new  source  of  pleasure  to  me.  It 
was  October  ;  the  trees  we  had  to  cut  through  were  often  loaded  with  nuts ;  and 
while  I  ran  lightly  along  the  branches  lo  fill  my  royal  basket  with  their  s])oils, 
which  I  had  great  pleasure  in  diHtribiiling,  I  met  with  multiludes  of  fellow-plun- 
derers in  the  squirrels  of  various  colors  and  sizes,  who  were  here  numberless. 
This  made  my  excursion  amusing.  Hut  when  1  found  my  disap[)earance  excited 
alarm,  they  assumed  more  interest:  it  was  so  fine  to  sit  (piietly  among  the 
braiu  hes  and  hear  ((uicern  ami  solicitude  expressed  aboiit  the  child. 

"  I  will  spare  the  reailer  the  fatigue  of  accomjianying  our  little  tleet  through 

"  •  .\iitrcs  vTst  anil  ilescrt--  vvilil ; ' 

only  observing,   that  the  magnilicent  solitude  through  whicli  we  traveled  was 
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much  relieved  by  ,l.e  sight  C  Jol,nson  Hall,  l,eautifully  situated  in  a  plain  by 
t  c  nver;  while  Johnson  Castle,  a  lew  miles  further  up,  made  a  most  respect- 
able  appearance  on  a  commanding  eminence  at  some  distance 

"  We  traveled  from  one  tort  to  another;   but  m  three  or  (our  instances,  to  niy 
great  joy,  they  were  so  remote  from  each  other  that  we  found  it  necessary  to  en- 
camp  at  night  on  the  bank  of  the  river.     This,  in  a  land  of  profound  solitu<le. 
where  w<,lves,  foxes,  and  bears  abounde.l.  and  were  very  much  inclined  to  con- 
suler  am    treat  us  as  intruders,  might  seem  dismal  to  wiser  folks,     liut  I  was  so 
gi-at,  ed  by  the  bustle  and  agitation  produced  by  our  measures  of  defence,  and 
actuated  by  the    ove  which  all  children  have  for  mischief  that  is  not  fatal,  that 
1  enjoyed  our  mghl  s  encampment  exceedingly.     We  stopj.ed  early  wherever  we 
saw  the  largest  and  most  c.mb.istible  kind  of  trees.     Cedars  were  great  favor- 
■  tes,  and  the  first  work  was  to  fell  and  pile  upon  each  other  an  incredible  num- 
be     stretched  lengthways;   while  every  man  who  could,  was  busied  in  gathering 
wuhere.1  branches  of  pine,  etc.,  to  fill  up  the  interstices  of  the  pile  and  make 
the  green  wood  burn  the  faster.     Then  a  train  of  gunpow.ler  wa.s  laid  along  to 
g  ve  fire  to  the  whole  fabric  at  once,  which  blazed  and  era,  kle.l   magnificently. 
In   the   tents   were  erecte.l   close  in  a  row   before  this  grand  conflagration. 
Ihis   was   not   mere  y   meant   to  keep  us  warm,  though  the  nights  dhl  begin  to 
grow  cold,  but   to   fnghten   wild    beasts  and   wandering  Indians.      In  cast  any 
such,  belonging  to  hostile  tribes,  should  see  this  pro.ligious  blaze,  the  size  of  it 
W..S  meant  to  give  them  an  idea  of  a  greater  force  than  we  possessed 

"In  one  place,  where  we  were  surrouiuled  by  hilLs,  with  swamps  lying  between 
hem,  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  congress  of  wolves,  who  answered  ea.  h  other 
■uin  opposite  hills  in  sounds  the  most  ternfic.      Probably  the  terror  which  all 
aage  animals  have  at  fire,  was  exalted   iiuo  fury  by  seeing  so  many  enemies 
om     .y  dmst  not  attack.     The  bullfrogs,  those  harmless  though  hlc  leotis  in- 
'.'l^.^an  s  of  the  swamps,  seemed  determined  not  to  be  outdone,  and  roared  a 
t -mendous    ass  to  tins  bravura  accompaniment.     This  was  almost  too  mucl    fo 
my  lov     of  the  terrible  sublime:   some  women,  who  were  our  fellow-travelers, 
in  eked  with   terror     and   finally,  the  horrors  of  that  night  were  ever  held 
awful  remembrance  by  ail  who  shared  them. 

"  Tlie  last  night  of  this  eventful  pilgrimage,  of  which  I  tear  to  tire  my  readers 
1.  fu  iher  recital,  was  spent  at  Fort  Bruerton.  then  commanded  by  Captain 
Mungo  Campbell,  whose  warm  and  generous  heart,  whose  enlightened  and  om- 
pre  ensive  mm  whose  social  qualities  ami  public  virtues,  Should  delig  lo 
o  iniemorate  did  my  limits  permit ;   suffice  it.  that  he  is  endeared  to  mv    ecc^! 

weie  ;, :  "T  "T  ^''"  ^''^""S'-'-'l   I'y  i-  Par..al  notice.      HeJe  we 

.c  happy  anywhere,  I  was  here  particularly  so.  Our  last  day's  ■•  .irnev  which 
bn>ug^U  us  to  Lake  Ontario  and  Fort  Oswego,  our  destinecUbode,  Z^l^^ 
haul  one  :  we  had  people  going  before,  breaking  the  ice  with  paddles,  all  the  wa) . 

*  *  *  *  J,  o. 
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"  I  (aiiiU)l  (juil  Oiit.iiK)  wltliuiit  giving  a  sligiil  hivcli  h  dl  tin-  maimer  in  whicli 
It  was  tii(  iii)if(l  anil  giivenic'il  while  I  was  llicre  aiul  afuTwani,  were  it  Ijiil  to 
give  yuiing  soldiers  a  liinl  liow  tliey  may 


best  1 


ise  tlu'ir  time  and  resoiiiies.  so  as 


ti>  shim  llie  indiilenee  and  eiiniii  tiiey  are  iiHeii  lialile  to  in  siicii  sitnations.  'I'lie 
I'ifty -fifth  had  by  tliis  time  aajiiired  several  l-'aiglisli  officers;  but  with  regard  to 
the  men,  it  might  be  cunsidered  as  a  Scotch  regiment,  and  was  indeed  originally 
such,  being  raised  but  a  vi-ry  few  years  before  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stirling. 
There  were  sin. ill  dilachincnls  in  oilier  forls  ;  but  the  greatest  jjart  were  in  this, 
commanded  by  M.ijor  (alleruard  Colonel)  Duncan,  of  Liindie,  elder  bidther  of 
the  late  Lord  Duncan  of  ('.ini|)erdown.  lie  was  an  experienced  ofticer,  pos- 
sessed of  <onsidcrable  milit.uy  science,  learned,  hiiniine,  and  judicious,  yet 
obstinate,  and  sninewhat  of  a  humorist  withal.  Wheievi'r  he  went,  a  respectable 
library  went  with  him.  Though  not  olil,  he  was  gouty  and  wai  worn,  and  tlu  re- 
fore  allowably  (  arried  about  many  comforts  and  convenieiu cs  that  dlhers  could 
not  warrantalily  do.     'I'lie  fort  was  a  large  place,  built  entiiely  ot  earth  ami  great 
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le  culliiii;  down  llie  vasi  qu.inlitv  of  wood  used  in  this 
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lowever,  cle.ired  much  of  the  fei.ile  ground  by  whicli  the  fort  was  siir- 


J  b 


;build- 


•I'he  laki 


iided 


with  excellent    fish  and  varieties  of  water  fowl 


while  deer  and  eviiy  kind  ol  gaiiu'  were  numerous  in  the  surrounding;  woods. 
.Ml  these  advantages,  however,  were  now  shut  up  by  the  ligors  of  winter.  The 
otfu  (.'IS  were  all  very  young  men,  brought  from  school  or  college  to  the  army  ; 
and  since  the  dre.idfiil  spi'ciiiK'ii  of  war  which  they  had  met  with  on  their  fust 
oiilsel,  at  llie  lines  of  Ticonderoi^a,  they  had  f^oiu;  tlirouf;li  all  possible  har<lships. 
.After  a  march  up  the  Si.  Lawrence,  and  then  through  ("anada  here, — a  march, 
indeed,  (considering  the  se.isoii,  and  the  no  road)  worthv  the  hero  of  I'liltowa, 
— they  were  slatioiied  in  this  new  built  garrison,  far  from  every  trace  of  (  ivili- 
ese   young  soldiers  were,  however,  excellent   subjects  tor  the  form- 
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h.ive  said  on  a  lonner  occasion  of  others,  if 


they  were   not   iiii|)rove(l,  they  were   not  spmled,  and  what    little  they 


knew 


hv 
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I'Ok'fS    AND    lU  111  Kill  it^sKS 

III  the  Revolutionary  [leriod  there  were  no  less  than  twenty  forts  and  block- 
houses between  Schenectady  and  Lake  ( )ntario. 

Castle  or  I'ort  Johnson,  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Amsterdam  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  "  was  built  by  Sir  William  Johnson  in  17.(2  (where 
he  resideil  some  twenty  years  previous  to  his  erection  of  Johnson  Hall,  at  Johns- 
town, N.  V.)."  In  1757,  a  writer  thus  described  it  ;  "Colonel  (Sir  William) 
Johnson's  niansion  is  situated  on  the  border  of  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mohawk. 
It  is  three  stories  high  ;  built  of  .stone,  with  ])ortholes  (crenelcc's)  and  a  jjara- 
pet,  and  Hanked  with  four  bastions  on  which  are  some  small  guns.  In  the  same 
yard,  on   both   sides  of  the   Miansioii,  there  are   two  small   houses;   that  on  the 
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key  to  the  comnuinication  witli  the  Scholiarie,  Cherry  valley,  ami  Unadilla  settle- 
ments. Its  .111  w.is  an  irregular  i  ulraiigle,  with  earth  ami  log  bastions,  em- 
brasures at  e,u  h  turner,  anil  l)arra(;ks  anil  a  stniny  blockhouse  wiriiin.  'I'lie  plain 
on  which  it  stood  is  of  jjeninsuiar  form,  ami  across  the  neck,  or  isthmus,  a  breast- 
work was  thrown  uj).  'I'he  fort  exlemled  aloiiy  the  brow  of  the  hill  northwest 
of  the  village,  and  the  blockhouse  was  a  few  rods  from  the  northern  declivity. 
This  blockhouse  was  erected  in  17H0,  after  the  fort  and  barracks  were  fiuniil  to 
be  but  a  feel)le  defence,  under  tiie  supervision  of  ,1  Kreiu  h  engineer  employed 
by  Colonel  flansevoort.  The  latter,  by  order  of  Ceiieral  Clinton,  then  in  com 
mand  of  the  Xorthorn  deiiarlnient,  had  repaired  thither  with  his  regiment,  to 
take  ciiarge  of  a  large  i|uantity  of  stores  destined  lor  Fort  Schuyler.  Kamparis 
of  logs  and  eartii  were  thrown  up,  and  a  strong  blockhouse  was  erected,  a  view 


FORT  PLAIN  BLOCKHOUSE. 

of  which   is  here  given.      It  was  t)ct,igonal  in  form,  tlirec  stories  in  height,  and 
composed   of  heuii   limbers  about   lifteen   Indies  scpiare.       There  were  nuiiu'r 
oils  iiortholes  for  musketry,  and  in  tin-  lower  story  three  or  lour  cannon  were 
placed.      *     *     * 

"Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  work,  doubts  were  expressed  of  its  being 
cannon-ball  proof.  .V  trial  was  made  with  a  si.K-jioimder  placed  at  a  proper  dis- 
tance. Its  ball  ])assed  entire))'  through  the  blockhouse,  crosseil  a  broad  ravine, 
and  lodged  in  the  hill  on  wlili  h  the  old  parsonage  stands,  an  eighth  of  a  mile 
distant. 

*  *  *  "  This  place  was  included  in  the  Caiiajoharie  settlement,  and  in  1780 
felt  severely  the  vengeance  of  the  Tories  and  Indians,  inflicted  in  return  for 
terrible  desolations  wrought  by  an  army  iimler  .Sullivan,  the  jirevious  year,  in 
the  Indian  country  west  of  the  white  settlements.  The  whole  region  on  the 
north  of  the  .Mohawk,  for  several  miles  in  this  vicinity,  was  laid  waste.  The 
approach  of  the  dreaded  Thayendanega  (Hrant)  along  the  Caiiajoharie  creek, 
with  about   five   hundred    Indians  and    Tories,  to  attack  the  settlement  at  Fort 
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I'1-..M,  w.s  .nnwm.ccl  ,„  .h...  |.o,|,lc.  tlun  en.MKe.l   „,  .heir  iK.rve.t  Hcl.ls    bv  , 
wo  ,an  who  ..reel  a  cannon  at  ,hc  U,n.     The  la,,.-  po.ion  of  nnluu.  h  W  g    , 

.1.  r.anscvoort   ,o  ,..ard   I..ov,s,ons  on  ,he,r  way  ,o  Kort  Sd.uvler,  an.l  t 
-I-    --;n-l.   n„l,    ,he    hoys  and    ohl   men,  unable  lo  defend'  thdr  Ive 

-•-y  dwelbng   and    ban,,    desuoyed   ,he  nops canied  oH' ever^nng  :;I 

J  *   *      Althongh    the  for,    ha.l    been   greatly  strengthened,  '.they  marched 
l)o.lly  up  wthn,  cannon-shot  of  the  entrenchments,   bnrned    the   <  n,rc 

s::^';r:::jT.i- ' '"«...  camed  „.  se.era,  .ome:':::; 

''  U„h  the  .lestrnction  of  Fort  I'lau,  the  devastation  was  for  the  tune,  staye.i 
In  a  day  ti,e  fan-est  portion  of  ,1,.  valley  had  been  made  desolate."  ^ 
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siyle,  as  the  inigiiial.      Tliu  souiuliiif;  Imird  anil  paiii'ls  in  front  are  liandsiimoly 
painletl  in   iniilalion  of  inlaid   wmk,   and  llic  whole  lias  an  cliganl  apiKaiani c. 

"  A  few  rods  wi'sl  of  llic  cluirch  was  llic  hngc  slone  mansion  of  the  Ik-rki 
niir  lannly,  wliii  h  was  stockaded  and  lalled  Fort  Herkimer.      Anninil  this,  and 
llie    (iunili,    llie    hiinilih'r    duellini;s    of    ihe    larnieis    were    eliisk'if<l,    lor    so 
fiei|iienlly  did   tlio   Indian   niaiauder  (and   as  liei|iienlly  llie  niipniii  ipled  Tory, 
111  llie  Revolution)  distiirl)  iliem,  that  the}'  dared  no(  live  in  isolation    ''    ■'    ' 

'•  'I'wii  miles  tuillier  westward,  on  a  j;ia\elly  jilain  upon  the  ikhiIi  side  (•!  the 
river,  is  llie  jiretly  lillh-  \  ilLi^;e  ol  lleikimer.  It  tu(  upies  the  site  (i|  old  l''oil 
llerkiiiier,  erected  in  the  caiU  pail  ol  the  Scxen  \  cars'  war,  and  Known  as 
I'oil  |)a\Ii'n  duiinj;  Ihe  Ki'Milulioii.  This  lieaiililiil  ief;ioii,  like  the  'sweet 
vale  of  W'voiniiii;,'  was  disliirlied  an<l  nuiiaced  in  ihe  calliei  pciiods  ol  llie 
war,  anil  in  177S  11  was  made  a  desol.itioii. 

"Owiiii;  111  the  dislaiil  situation  ( alioiil  lhirl\  l'i\e  miles)  of  fort  Schuyler, 
its  (garrison  all'ordcil  very  sliuhl  pioleclion  to  ihis  poilioii  of  the  valley." 


1 1  iK  r  sciii  s  I  11; 

"'fins  lorl  has  i|"ile  a  hisliay.  In  1  73^,  <  >eiicral  |i'hn  Slaiiw  i\,  who  came 
to  America  111  175(1,  as  colonel  of  the  liisl  li.ui.ihoii  of  ihe  Si\Iiclh  Kmal 
Americans,  w.is  sent  li\(ieneral  .\lieii  lunilne  aliei  his  dcli.il  al  'In  oiidcoiia 
lo  liuild  a  jolt  on  the  rums  of  old  I'oi I  \\  illiams  near  ihe  rise  ol  ihe  Mukawk 
river  on  liie  Oncid.i  earryiii);  plai  e  al  the  lic.id  of  lio.il  iiavij;alion,  Ihe  site  of 
the  prcsenl  cliv  ol  Ronu',  i\.  \  .  '  It  w,is  a  stioiij;,  si|ii.ire  foitifn  ation,  lia\iiii; 
liombiiroof  li.islioiis,  a  glacis,  <o\cil  way,  .ind  a  will  pu  keted  diti  h  .iioiind  the 
ramparts.'  Its  posiiion  w.is  iinporlaiil  in  a  milit.iry  point  of  \iew,  loi  it  com 
nianded  the  Moh, wk  and  W'ciod  creek,  and  was  a  key  to  conimuiiiialioii  lictween 
the  Muhauk  valley  and  Lake  I 'liainplaiii.  The  woiks  lust  the  Hiilisli  and 
Colo. 11, il  uoxeriimeiit  two  Inindrcd  and  sixt\  sin  ihous.ind  lour  hniuired  doll. us, 
)cl  when  the  Revolution  broke  out  the  fori  and  its  oulpusls  were  in  lui;   .." 

ill  I77'i,  foil  .Sianwix  w.is  parti. dlv  icp.iiicd  by  ('oloiicl  l),i\ti>ii,  and  \>\  him 

was    renamed    I'ort    Schuyler    in    honor   ol   ('leneral    Schuyler    in  whose  mi y 

deiiaitment  il  was  silualed.  It  has  been  coiiloundeil  b)  some  with  Old  i-oit 
Schuyler,  which  w.is  buill  diiriii};  Ihe  f'rcnch  and  Indian  wais  and  named  in 
honor  of  Colonel  rctcr  Si  hii\  ler,  an  uncle  of  the  general. 

(  )n  the  cclebralioii  of  lli'  Centennial,  .•\nj:nsl  71I1,  1S77,  the  p.itriolic  )ieople 
of  the  slate  p.iid  tribule  to  the  mcinor\'  ol  the  bi.ne  men  who  luok  pari  in  the 
battle  of  Oriskany  and  Ihe  defence  of  l''ori  Schuyler.  Honorable  Mllis  H. 
Roberts  delivered  an  ek)i|uent  address  on  the  occasion,  of  which  tiie  foUowmj,' 
is  an  extract  : 

" 'I'he  ])lans  for  its  r' roiistniction  were  yet  in  jirogress  when  Si.  I.ejjer  ap 
(leired  before  il.  Hut  care  and  labor  had  been  so  elfecliial  that  Ihe  broken 
walls    li.id    been    iestorid,and   the  ruins  which  the  invader  i  .iiiie  lo  overrun  had 
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given   place  to   defences  too  strong   for  his  attack.     Colonel  Peter  Gansevoort 
was  in  command.  *  *  *  v^anacvoon 

of  Cans  voon  s  own   regiment,  the  third  New  York,  with   two  luMKire-l   men 
under  L,eutenant-Colonel   Mellon  of  Col,.„el  Wesson's  regin.ent  of  the  Ma  s!- 

usetts    n,e.     Colonel  Mellon  had  fortunately  arrived  with  a  convoy  of  b      s 
filed  w.th  snpphes.  on  the  second  of  Augu.st,  when  the  enen,y's  f.res  were  al 
rL'hoSL:;::^   '^"^  ^-^'     '■----   -ew,thwiich.anseln 

"  The  British  advance  appeared  on  the  2d  of  August.     The  investiture  was 
complete  on  the  fourth.     The  .iege  was  vigorously  prosecuted  on  the  Z 

he  cannon  ■  had  not  the  least  eifect  on  the  sod- work  of  the  fort,'  antl  '  tl     La 
had  only  the  power  of  leasing.  '"  "'e  royais 
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f 
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ST.  i.i;gi:k's  ixva.sion 

strength.      1  he  e.xpedit.on  with  which  it  was  charged,  was  deemed  by  the  war 
secretary  at  \Vh„ehall   of  the   fl.st  consec,ue.,ce,  a,tl  i;  had  rec   "l^       rk^ 
attenton  as  any  army  which   Ku,g   George   ever  let  loose  upon  tl      cZ  e 

hLilf  n  ^^■^"'--^-^-'"-■>  1^-ry  .St.  Leger  had  beer,  chose    by  the    i" 

h.nself,  on   Hurgoyne's  nomination.      He  deserved  the  .  -  .ntldence    if  J    i,,  W 
by  Ins   advance,   by  his  precautions,  by  his  stratagem  at  OriskanJ      n      I       f 

lit   ugular  a.niy  of  hugland,  he   became  an   ensign    in    ,7  =  6    ^nd  comin„  / 
A-ncr,ca  .  e  next  year,  he  had  ,erved  .n  the  Frencf  war,  a  "ta     ^1^ 
''    the  In, bans,  and  of  border  warlare.     In  some  local  sense,  perl    p     s  co 

z;:i'o;iL'^;:;:;:ri^'^'^^'^^'^^'«^^''--  H.sreguiarranJwa;i:::;^:  : 

CO  one   of    he  Ih  rty-fourth  regmient.     In  those  days  of  trained  soldiers    it  wns 
a  marked  d,st,nct.on,  to  be  chosen  to  select  an  n  dependent  corps  on    n n,    t  . 

Mm    %,   m-T"  ^"'""""^'•'^■•'  ''"-'  '-  •^-•'•--  -r,  his  order  of  march  Ek 
•      ^  .lib,    ,n  aUans,  and  scholarly  n.  accon.plishn.en.s,  his  wruing^  p"ve 
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tiTcd 


U   Dritish  la'aiUniarifrs  in  Mmitrcal. 


Aiiumg  the 


liuli, 


ins  Ik-  was 


preeminent,  anil  in  any  circle  lie  woiiUl  have  been  conspicuous 


As  St.  l.eger  represented   tlie  regular  army  of  King  (leorge,  and  Jirant  ihe 


Ii 


lilies,  Sir   John   Jolinsoii    led   the   regiments 


winch   luul 


leeii  organ i/ei 


from  the  settlers  in  the  Afohawk  valley.      He  luul  inherited  from  his  father,  Sir 


W 


illiain,  the  largest   estate   held   on   the  ciJiuinent  by  any  indivi 


Willi 


I'eiin  exieplcd.  lie  had  earl_\-  taken  sides  willi  the  king  against  the  colonists, 
and  having  entered  into  a  comi)act  with  the  patriots  to  ]ireserve  peace  and  re- 
main at  lohiistowii,  he  had  violau 


IS  ijromi^e,  aiul 


lied  to  C; 


H 


e  came 


now  with  a  sense  ot  ]ierson.il  wrong,  to  recover  his  possessions  and  to  resume 


the  almost  r. 


uil 


sw.iv  which 


lie  had  e.xercisei 


He  at  this  lime  held  a  (I'li 


mission  as  C'olonel  in  the  liriiish  army,  to  r.iise  and  command  forces  raised 
among  the  jojalists  of  the  valley.  ISesides  these  was  I'.ullcr-  Joliii  liiitler,  a 
brother-indaw  of  Johnson  ;  lieutenant-colonel  by  rank,  rich  and  iniluenlial  in 
the  \alley,  familiar  with  the  Jiuli.ms  and  a  favorite  with  tluni,  sinewil,  and  dar- 
ing ami  savage,  alre.uh'  father  of  that  son  W'.dlir,  who  w.is  to  he  tlie  scniirge  of 
the  settlers,  and  with  him  to  render  ferocious  and  hloi  d\  the  lioider  war.  He 
came  from  Niagara,  and  was  now  in  command  of  Tory  rangers. 

'•  The  forces  were  like  the  le.ulers.  It  lias  been  the  cii^-Ii m  to  rep^l^ellt  St. 
Kegel's  army  as  a  '  motley  crowd.'  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  pic  keil  force,  es- 
pecially ilesignated  by  orders  finm  lieadiinarte,  ■  in  lirit;iii).  He  enumerates  ids 
'  artillery,  the 'I"hirt_\--founh  in  the  king's  regiment,  with  the  Hessian  rillemeii 
and  the  whole  corps  of  Indians,'  with  him,  while  his  advance  consisting  of  a 
detachment  under  Lieutenant  liird,  had  gone  liel'oie,  and  '  the  rest  of  the  armv, 
led  by  Sir  John  Johnson,'  was  a  ilay's  march  in  the  rear.  Jiihnson's  wIk  le 
regiment  was  with  liim  together  with  Butler's  Tory  r.mgers,  with  at  least  one 
company  of  Canadians.  The  country  from  Schoharie  westward,  had  been 
scoured  of  lo\ali>is  to  add  to  this  column.  Fir  such  an  e.\pedition  the  fiTie 
could  Hot  ha\e  lieen  iietter  chosen.  The  pet  name  of  the  '  King's  regiment  '  is 
significnit.  The  artillery  was  such  as  could  be  carried  b\-  boat,  and  adajiled  to 
the  Sort  of  w.ir  brl'i^e  it.  It  h.id  been  especi. illy  designated  fruiii  Whitehall. 
'I'he  Hanau  t'hasseurs  were  ir.iii.ed  and  skiUlul  soldiers.  The  Indians  were  the 
terriir  of  the  land.  The  Si.\  Nations  had  joined  the  expedition  in  full  lurce,  e.\- 
cept  the  Oueidas  and  the  'I'liscaroras.  With  the  lalier  tribes,  the  inllueiice  of 
Samuel  Kirkland  had  overborne  that  of  the  Johnsons,  and  the  Oneidas  and  the 
Tuscaroras  were  by  their  peaceful  altitude,  more  than  by  iKstiiit)',  useful  to 
Congress  to  the  end.  The  statement  that  two  thousand  Canadians  accom])anied 
him  as  a.\einen,  is  no  iloubt  an  e.vaggeratioii,  but  exc  lusive  of  such  lielpers  and 
of  non-combatants,  the  corjis  counted  not  less  than  seventeen  hundred  lighting 
men.  King  George  i  ould  nut  then  have  sent  a  colnnni  better  lilted  for  its  task,  or 
heller  equipped,  or  abler  led,  or  more  intent  on  ai  hie\ing  all  that  was  imposed 
upon  it.  Leaving  Montreal,  it  st.iited  on  the  19th  of  July,  from  Hiick  Isl.md, 
Its  rendezvous  at  the  entrance  cif  Lake  Ontario.  It  had  rea(  hcd  Fort  Scliuyler 
without  the  loss  of  a  man,  as  if  on  a  summer's  i>icnic.      It  li.id  come  through  in 
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j^ood  season.  Its  (.liit-f  never  duubtcd  tluil  lie  would  make  (juick  way  with  the 
liiit.  He  had  even  cautioned  Lieutenant  Bird,  who  led  tiie  advance,  lest  he 
should  risk  the  seizure  with  his  unaided  detachment.  When  his  full  force  ap- 
[)eared,  his  faith  was  sure  that  the  fort  would  '  fall  without  a  single  shot.'  So 
confident  was  he,  that  he  sent  a  dispatch  to  Uurgoyne  on  the  5tli  of  August,  as- 
suring him  that  tlie  fort  would  be  his  directly,  and  they  would  speedily  meet  as 
victors  in  Albany.  General  Schuyler  hud  in  an  official  letter  expressed  a  like 
fear. 

TIIK    I'ATKIOT    KISIN(;    IN     1  RVON    COIN'IV 

"  St.  Leger  was  therefore  surprised  as  well  as  aiiiK>\c<l  by  ihe  news  that  the 
settlers  on  the  Mohawk  had  been  aroused,  and  were  marching  in  haste  to  relieve 
the  fort.  He  found  that  his  patli  to  join  I'lurgoyne  was  to  be  contested.  He 
watched  by  skillful  scouts  the  gathering  of  tiie  patriots  ;  their  (|ui(  k  and  some- 
what irregular  assembling ;  he  knew  of  their  march  from  Fort  Dayton  and  their 
halt  at  Oriskany.  ]irant  told  him  that  they  advanced,  as  brave,  untrained  mili- 
tia, without  throwing  out  skirmishers,  and  with  Indian  guile  the  Mohawk  chose 
the  pass  in  which  an  ambush  should  be  set  for  them.  The  British  commander 
guarded  the  way  for  several  miles  from  his  position,  by  scouts  witiiin  speaking 
distance  of  each  other.  He  knew  the  importance  of  his  movement  and  he  was 
guilty  of  no  neglect. 

THK   .VMIUMADK 

"  From  his  camp  at  Fort  Schuyler,  St.  Leger  saw  all,  and  directed  all.  Sir 
John  Johnson  led  tlie  force  thrown  out  to  meet  the  patriots,  with  Butler  as  Iiis 
second,  but  Brant  was  its  controlling  head.  The  Indians  were  most  numerous; 
'  the  whole  corps  '  a  '  large  body,'  St.  l.eger  testifies.  And  with  the  Iiulians  he 
reports  were  '  some  troops.'  The  presence  of  Johnson  and  Butler,  as  well  as  of 
Claus  and  Watts,  of  Captains  Wilson,  Hare  and  McDonald,  the  chief  loyalists 
of  the  valley,  proves  that  their  followers  were  in  the  light.  Butler  refers  to  the 
New  Yorkers  whom  we  know  as  Johnson's  Oreeiis,  and  the  Rangers,  as  in  the 
engagement  in  large  numbers.  St.  Leger  was  tmder  the  absolute  necessity  of 
preventing  the  patriot  force  from  attacking  him  in  the  rear.  He  could  not  do 
less  than  send  every  available  man  oiu  to  meet  it.  ( Vaite  certaiidy  the  choicest 
of  the  army  were  taken  from  the  dull  duty  of  the  siege  for  this  critii  al  operation. 
They  left  camp  at  night  and  lay  above  and  around  the  ravine  at  Oriskany,  in 
the  early  morning  of  tlie  6th  of  August.  They  numbered  not  less  than  tweUe 
hundred  men  luuler  clu)sen  cover. 
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"  The  coming  of  St.  Leger  had  been  known  in  the  valley  for  weeks.     Bur- 
goyne  had  left  Montreal  in  June,  and  the  exiieduion  by  way  of  Lake  Ontario, 


PWHJ^IC^-*.-* 


:ric 
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as  tlie  ex|jerience  of  a  liuiulrfd  yvina  propliesie'd,  would  respond  lo  liis  ;id\iiMie. 
Colonel  Gansevoort  h;id  ;ipi)talcd  to  the  t'oniinittee  of  Safety  for  Tryon  county, 
(or  help,      lis  c 


lairnian  was  Nicholas  Herchkchiier,  (known  to  us  as  Herkimer,) 
who  had  been  appointe.  a  brigadier-general  by  Congress  in  the  preceding 
autmnn.  His  family  was  large,  and  it  was  divided  in  the  contest,  A  brother 
was  captain  with  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  a  brother  inlaw  was  one  of  the  chief  of 


the  loyalists.      He   was  now   forty-eight   years  ol  age,   s 


hort, 


Ilk 


comi)lexion,    with    blac 


<1   bright  eyes.      He    had   (krinan  pluck  and 


lead 


ership,  but  he  had  also 


C.er 


man  caution  mik 


1  delil 


)eration. 


He  f 


orcsaw  tlie 


danger,  and   had  given 
of  July  he  had  issued  a 


to  ("leiieral  Schuyler  at  Albany.  On  the  17th 
ition,  announcing  that  the  enemy,  two  thousand 
strong,  was  at  Oswego,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  should  approach,  every  male  per- 
son being  in  health,  and  between  sixteen  and  si\t)'  years  of  age,  should  imme- 
diately be  ready  to  marcli  against  him.  'l'ryt)ii  county  had  strong  appeals  tor 
help  also  from  Cherry  valley  and  Unadilla,  and  Ceneral  Herkimer  had  been 
southward  in  June  to  check  operations  of  the  Tories  and  Indians  under  Ihant. 
The  danger  from  this  direction  tielayed  and  obsinu  ted  recruiting  for  the  column 
against  St.  Leger.  The  stress  was  great,  and  Herkimer  was  bound  to  keep 
watch  south  as  well  as  west.  He  waiud  onl\  to  learn  where  need  was  greatest, 
and  he  went  thither.  On  the  30th  of  July,  a  letter  nx)m  'I'homas  Spencer,  a 
lialf-breed  Oneida,  read  on  its  nay  to  (icneral  Schu\ler,  made  known  the  ad- 
vance of  St.  Leger.  Herkimer's  order  was  promptly  issued,  aiul  soon  brought 
in  eight  luiiidred  men.  They  were  nearly  all  by  blood  Ciermans  and  low  Dutch, 
with  a  few  of  other  nationalities.  The  roster  so  far  as  can  now  be  collected, 
indicates  the  presence  of  persons  of  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  Welsh  and  French 
blood,  but  these  are  exceptions,  and  the  majority  of  the  fori  e  was  beyond  (jues- 
tion  German.  They  gathered  from  their  farms  and  clearings,  carrying  their 
equipments  with  them.  They  met  at  I'ort  Da) ton,  near  the  mouth  of  the  West 
Canada  creek.  This  post  was  hehl  at  the  time  by  a  part  of  Colonel  AVesson's 
Massachusetts  regiment,  also  represented  in  the  garrison  at  Fort  Schuyler.  The 
little  army  was  divided  into  four  regiments  or  battalions.  The  first,  which 
Herkimer  had  once  commanded,  was  now  led  by  Colonel  Ebenezer  Cox,  and 
was  from  the  district  of  Canajoharie  ;  of  the  second,  from  I'alaline,  Jacob  Rlock 
was  colonel  ;  the  third  was  under  Colonel  PVederick  \'isclicr,  and  came  from 
Mohawk;  the  fourth,  gathered  from  German  Flats  and  Kingsland,  I'eter  Bell- 
inger commanded. 
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GENERAL   HEl^KIMKR  S    ADVANCE 

"Counsels  were  divided  whether  they  should  await  further  accessions,  or 
hasten  to  Fort  Schuyler.  Prudence  i)rompted  delay.  St.  l.eger's  force  was 
more  than  double  that  of  Herkimer ;  it  might  be  divided,  and  while  one-half 
occupied  the  patriot  column,  the  Indians  under  Tory  lead  might  hurry  down  the 
valley,  gathering  reinforcements  while  they  ravaged  the  homes  of  the  patriots. 
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The  blow  might  come  fmiii  riuulilhi  where  I'.rant  had  been  as  late  as  the  einly 
part  of  that  very  July.  IltrkiiiKr,  at  Kurt  Dayton,  was  in  pusition  to  turn  ni 
either  direction.  Hut  the  way  of  the  Mohawk  was  the  natural  and  traditional 
warjiatli.  'I'lie  jiatriots  looked  to  I'ort  S(  huyler  as  tlieir  defence.  'I'hey  started 
<in  the  fourtli,  crossed  the  Mohawk,  wliere  is  now  Utica,  and  reached  Whites- 
town  (in  the  fifth.  Here  it  was  probably  that  a  band  of  (Jnei(hi  Indians  joined 
the  colunni.  From  this  jioint  or  bel'ore,  Ilerkiiner  sent  an  express  to  CoKjnel 
(Jansevoort  arranging  for  cooperation.  He  was  to  move  forward  when  tlnee 
cannon  signaled  that  aid  was  ready.  The  signal  was  not  heard  ;  the  messengers 
had  been  delayed.  Ilis  chief  advisors,  inclnding  Colonel  Cox  and  Paris,  the 
latter  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  inged  ipiii  ker  movements.  Fort 
Schuyler  mi^lit  fall,  while  they  we  e  delaying,  and  the  foe  could  then  turn  n]K)n 
them.  Herkimer  was  taunted  as  i  coward  and  a  Tory.  His  Cerman  i)hlegni 
was  stirred.  He  warned  his  impatient  advisors  that  tliey  would  be  the  fust  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy  to  flee.  He  gave  the  order  '  March  on  I  '  .Vjiijrised  of 
the  ambusc.ide,  his  courage  whiidi  had  been  assailed  preveutetl  the  necessary 
prec.iutinns. 

"  He  led  his  little  band  on.  If  he  had  before  been  cautious,  now  he  was 
audacious.  His  course  lay  on  the  south  side  of  the  ri\er,  avoiding  its  bei.ds, 
where  the  country  loses  the  general  level  «liich  the  road  sought  to  follow,  wiien 
it  could  be  found.  For  three  or  four  miles  the  hills  rose  upon  valleys,  with  (  c- 
casional  gulleys.  The  trickling  s)>rings  and  the  spring  freshets  had  cut  more 
than  one  ravine  where  even  in  the  simimer,  the  water  stilled  moistened  the 
earth.  These  run  toward  the  river,  from  southerly  toward  the  north.  Corduroy 
roads  had  been  constructed  over  the  marshes,  t'or  this  was  the  line  of  such  travel 
as  sought  Fort  Schuyler  and  the  river  otherwise  than  by  boat.  Heikimerhad 
coir"  to  one  of  tiie  deepest  of  these  ravines,  ten  or  twelve  rods  wide,  running 
narrower  up  to  tlie  hills  at  the  south,  and  liroadening  toward  the  Mohawk  into 
the  flat  bottom  l.ind.  Where  the  forests  were  thick,  wdiere  the  rude  roadway 
ran  down  into  tlie  marsli.  and  the  ravine  closed  like  a  ]iocket,  he  pressed  his 
way.  Not  in  soldierly  oriler,  not  watching  against  the  enemy,  but  in  rough 
haste,  the  eight  htnubed  marched.  They  reached  the  ravine  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  The  advance  had  gained  the  higher  ground.  Then,  as  so  often, 
the  woods  became  alive,  lilack  eyes  fl.ished  from  behind  everv  tree.  Rifles 
bla/ed  from  a  thousand  unexiiected  coverts.  'I'he  Indians  rushed  out,  hatchet 
in  hand,  decked  in  paint  and  feathers.  The  brave  band  was  (  becked.  It  was 
cut  in  two.  The  ass.til.ints  aimed  first  of  all  to  sei/^e  the  snpjily  train.  Colonel 
Vischer,  who  conimauded  its  guard,  showed  his  coinage  before  and  after  and 
doubtles.i  fought  well  here,  as  the  best  informed  descendants  of  other  heroes  of 
the  battle  believe.  Hut  his  regiment  was  driven  northward  toward  the  river, 
was  cut  up  or  in  great  jiart  <  a]itured  with  the  supplies  and  ammunition.  In  the 
ravine  and  just  west  of  it,  Herkimer  rallied  those  who  stood  with  him.  Hack 
to  back,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  they  faced  the  foe.  ^\■here  shelter  could  be  had, 
two  stood   together,  so  that  one  might  fire  while  the  other  loaded.     Often  the 
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figlit  grew  closer,  and  tlii-  kiiilL'  ciulcd  llic  ixMsuiuil  conlc^t  Mye  to  eye,  lianil 
to  IkuuI,  this  was  a  figlit  of  men.  Nerve  anil  l)rawn  and  iiuiscle,  were  tliu  prii  e 
of  life.  Rille  and  knife,  spear  and  tomahawk  were  the  only  weapons,  or  the 
clubbed  butt  of  llie  ritle.  li  was  not  a  test  of  science,  not  a  weighing  of 
enginery,  not  a  measme  of  caliber  ;  nor  an  exhibition  of  tiie  choicest  mechanism. 
Men  stood  against  death,  and  death  slrnck  at  them  witii  the  simplest  imjjle 
ments.  Homer  sings  of  chariots  and  shields.  Here  were  nostn  h  helps,  nosncli 
defences.     l'"orts  or  earthworks,  barricades  or  abbattis,  there  were  none.     'I'he 


GEN.   HERK'MKR. 
■•  I  will  face  the  enemy.' 


I 


Hritish  force  had  chosen  its  groiiiuK  Two  lo  one  it  must  have  been  against  the 
band  which  stood  and  fmight  in  that  p;"-'  forever  glorions.  Herkimer,  early 
wounded  and  his  horse  shot  inider  him,  sat  on  his  saddle  beneath  a  birch  tree, 
jnst  where  the  hill  rises  at  the  west  a  little  north  of  the  centre  of  the  ravine, 
lalmly  smoking  his  pipe  while  ordering  the  battle.  He  was  urged  to  retire  from 
so  much  danger;    his  reply  is  the  eloquence  of  a  hero,  '  I  will  (mv  the  enem\'.' 

"The  ground  tells  the  slory  of  the  fight,  flencral  Herkimer  was  with  the 
advance  which  had  crosseil  the  ravine.  His  (  ohimii  stretched  out  for  nearly 
half  a  mile.      Its  head  was  a  hnndred  roils  west  or  more  of  the  ravine,  his  rear- 


A  itrrm.w  vorMiK  is  jj,,,;  ^..^ 

Herknner  closed   Im  Im.c-   on   >,s  ,,uu„  aiul   ,„  mu  hi„g  tl.u  ,„„nt  l,i.  white 

H  "  as  ,„-.!.,y  ,h.  ,„„,  .,„,,,,  Hke  „  eimcer,  fro.n  .la-  wc  ...  the  .,  i  o,    t  e 
ort     s„le  c     the  rtver.      Fort  Schuyler  could  ,K,t  he  seen  but  lay  it"! 
J.ist  heyond  the  f,;,i,  „,  the  hills,  six  miles  distant    *  *  *  ^  '  ''"" 

"  DunuK  .l,e  carnage,  a  stonn  of  win.i  and  rain  and  lightning  brought  a  res- 
P>tt.     Old   men   preserve  the  tradition  that   in  the  nath   l.v  whirl,  ,1 

•nnie,  a  l.road  windfall  was  cut     ,nd  w.s  seen   f      I  ^  "'""^' 

>>.■->  Lui,  and  was  seen  lor  lone  years  afterwird      'ii,.. 
elements  caused  only  a  short  lull.      In  ca„,c  at  the  thick  ^f  t  'e  s  nf  I  , 

Henry  Ihompson  grew  faint  with  hunger,  sat  down  on  ,1.- b     !  ;f         ,    '      ' 

llie  cry  of  retreat.  '  Oonah  '  '  '  Oon.h  i  -      I  .  ^'  '''""  '■'"''^•' 

'rom   the   fort.     The  H  i  i  h'  f,,    b  ,f,    ^'l    T      '"''   ""•"  ''^'"^  "<"  '^  -'- 

ki..er  and  his  gallant  n^ til  th:;!; '^r  "^'^  "°"^^  "'  <-'--  ^^^^     "-- 


1> 

L'n- 


TIIK  .SOKTIK 

as  i;  Jl;::*  ir:,;;:;;  '*;'*'  ""'i'  ,"'*■'"  '■■<'"'"'• "» ^ »» «■"■ 

me,.,  .,.,.11,  "r,  «  ,  ,^r    1  '  "'  ""  ''""'  "^  '"•"  '"""'"■•'  »™1  «% 

colors.   *  *  *  ^  "^  ""^  ''■^'^"'''"^  ^^-^'^  ^^i^^d  i"  victory  over  British 


Ttiic  sf.|(;f. 

*e,l  ■,!„  complelea   v„,„ry.  .,,   Orisla,,,'    I  e     oZ    ,,, " .  ,'"" 

;•      lie    nouutd    the   garrison    that 
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Hurgoyne  was  victorious  at  Aliwiiy,  and  liciiLunicd  |i(  rniiiitdrily  the  suni-iulcr 
of  llie  furl,  tliroati'iiing  tliat  proloiigfd  rcsislance  would  rcsuil  in  general  inas- 
.sairc  at  the  hands  of  the  enraged  Indians.  Joitiison,  Clans  and  Itutler  issued  au 
address  lo  the  nihaliitants  of  'I'ryon  county,  urging  them  to  submit  heciuise 
'  surriiiinili-d  hy  victorious  armies.'  Colonel  (lansevoort  treated  the  summons  as 
an  insull,  and  lield  his  post  with  sturdy  steadiness.  The  people  of  the  valley 
sided  with  Cotigress  against  the  king.  For  si.\teeii  days  alter  Oriskany,  St. 
J.eger  l.iy  lieforc  l''ort  Schuyler,  and  heard  more  and  more  closely  the  riimMis 
of  fresh  resistance  from  the  valley. 


Kl  111  !■■    LNIH  1<    AKNOl.l)  h    I  l.AI) 

"Colonel  W'illett,  who  led  the  gallant  sortie,  accompanied  liy  Major  Shck- 
wcll,  risked  no  le>s  danger  on  a  mission  through  thiikels  and  hiddi-n  ti>es,  tu  in- 
form Cii'neral  Schu)ler  ,it  .Mhany  of  the  silu.itiuii.  In  a  council  ol  i  iVu  crs, 
Litter  opposition  arose  to  .Schuyler's  pre  jHisal  lo  send  relief  to  l'"ort  Schu)ler,  on 
the  i)lea  that  it  would  we.iken  the  army  at  Alhany,  the  more  important  pisiiion, 
SchuvK-r  u.is  equal  to  the  decision,  acting  promptly,  .md  with  gicat  energy. 
'  Cientlemen,'  said  he,  '  I  will  Like  the  roponsihility  upon  m\stll'.  Wlicre  is  the 
hrii^adier  who  will  command  ihe  relief?  1  shall  heat  up  for  volunteers  to- 
umrrow.'  lienedii  t  .\rnolii,  then  unstained  hy  treason,  pnniptlv  (illucd  to 
lead  Ihe  army.  On  the  ne.\t  day,  .Vugust  9lh,  eight  hundred  volunieeis  were 
enrolled,  chietly  of  Cicncr.il  I.anied's  Massachiisells  luigade.  Cieicral  Israel 
Puln.im  ordered  Ihe  regiinenls  uf  Colonel  Curtlandt  aial  I.ixingslon  In  ni  I'etks- 
kiU  to  join  the  relief  '  against  those  worse  than  inlernals.'  AriK^ld  was  to  take 
supplies  wherever  he  could  get  them,  and  esi)ecially  not  to  offend  the  already 
unfriendly  .Miih.iuks.  S(h'i\ler  enjoined  ujii'ii  him  also.  '  as  the  inluiliilants  of 
Tryon  county  were  chielly  Curmans.  it  might  he  well  to  jirai^e  their  l)raver\  .it 
()riskan\',  and  ask  their  gallant  aid  in  the  enter])rise.'  .Arnold  reached  l'\  rt 
D.iytoii,  and  (Ui  20lh  of  .Xugiisl  issiie(l  as  comin.inder  in  <  hief  of  the  ainu' of  ihe 
L'niled  St.ites  of  .America  on  the  Mohawk  river,  a  cliarai  lerislic  proclamatii.n, 
denouncing  St.  I  .egi'r  as  'a  leader  of  a  haiiditti  of  rolihers.  inurdereis  and 
traitors,  composed  of  savages  of  .Ameiica  and  nii  ii'  s.nage  I'.rilons.'  The 
mililia  jdiiied  him  in  great  numlieis.  ( >n  the  jjiI  .\rnold  juished  forward,  and 
on  the  24ih  he  arrived  at  Fori  S('hn\ler.  St.  I  eger  had  raised  the  siege  am! 
precipitately  lied. 

"St.  I,ri;er  had  been  frightened  by  riimfirs  of  the  rapid  advance  of  Arnohl's 
army.  .Arnolil  hail  taken  )iains  lo  fill  the  air  with  them.  1  le  had  sent  lo  St, 
l.eger's  camp  a  half-witted  loyalist.  \\\\)  \'osi  Schuyler,  lo  exaggerate  his  iium- 
bers  and  his  s|)eeil.  The  Indians  in  camp  were  restive  and  kept  track  of 
the  army  of  relief.  'I'hey  badgered  St.  ],eger  to  retreat,  and  threatened  to 
abandon  him.  They  raised  the  alarm  '  ihey  are  coming'  and  for  the  numbers 
of  the  patriots  approaching,  they  pointed  to  the  leaves  of  the  forest. 
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"O..  the  ...I  of  AM«ns.  wink.  An,.,!.!  w.s  j.i  .,  Vik.,  S,.  l.eger  fin!      ' 

'-'to  uJ.  p.,,,  !,';„,   ";''7-'-'  -".Johnson. ,1...  ,„.„,„„ 

,vl,„  c-o„ :    1-  .  ,  '   '"'"   '"'"■''^•'■^•'l  ^.likf  I.risoiu.rs  : Iln.isl, 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

Mi,,  „„  „,c  s„Nj,,  ,  :,;:'■','"    ";;;  """"  "'("'"•'■  """  '!"■  1««  a„- 

<-.,«,i,„lo  .,  chain  ,  f  l,i,  ,,  ■,  "■  '""■  "'  "  «■"•■•  "f  "■<■.». I,i,l, 

^ 1^- ».. ';  r„;;';;;;;;™'i::;;r  ■■» -  - ""-  ■»  ■ - 
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fruits.      Wo  ,„  ,K,  1  ,  ;;.;V       '■'■"'"^'''':-  "■  ""-  "1"'  inl-n>  .hc  gol.lcn 

"■'"■'■''  a'   I-l-ntu    S.I    liiniis.     T  ,  """    '"•"■''■   "'^'   'l<'^'""H>.,u,n 

;;::-,n.:..,..;.:;;r;.::,j,::-  w,i  ,,,. 


^^■^'; •■■'"■'■'- ■-.•-Mu.Kij;.'z:rt,':;n''r T' 

';'•  ^'•-'"•'-^' -■'.'.-'";;  L^^w^ 

wee   «-eigh.efl   to  han.l    New  N"   ,1-        '  """V        '  ''"^^'"■'*'" '1'^' scales  .>f  .les.iny 
t  c„lo,j   „,  ,h.u  when  p.,p„L„-  ,n,p.uien,e,  and  ieaU.n.sies 
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ill  oiIrt  ci)li)iiies,  and  .imhilinns  in  llic  .uinv.  aiul  <  li(|Ufs  in  ("oiif;rfss,  Mipfi- 
sfdcd  liim  ill  tlu'  coiiimaiui  ut  tin'  NdiiIu'Iii  amins  ol  the  Uuili'd  Stau>>,  lie  had 
already  stirred  up  the  Mohawk  \aik'v  to  the  war  bla/e  at  Oriskaiiy  ;  he  iiad  re 
heved  l'\irl  Schuyler  and  m'iiI  Si.  j.ij^i'r  in  diSL;ra('el'nl  retreat  ;  I'.enningloii  had 
been  t'oiij^iit  and  won  (Ciales  had  luilhing  to  do  with  Heniiinj;ton)  ;  he  had  thus 
shattered  the  liritish  alliaiu  e  with  the  Indians,  and  had  trampled  out  the  torv 
einlieis  m  ihe  M.'liawk  \alle\'  ;  lie  hail  i;at!)i'red  above  AlbaiU'  an  annv  tlii>hed 
with  vietorv  and  L;reatly  Mi|ierior  to  liurnovne's  lore  es  in  miiiibers,  and  ii  was 
well  led  and  adeiinalc  to  llic  task  before  it.   *   '■  *  Iv  11.  Roukkis." 
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GENERAL  PETER  GANSEVOORT,  JR. 

"  Mv  HEAR  Mrs.  IUxtkk:  *•  Au;anv,  June  ,st,  ,896 

"  Vou  ask  >nc  for  some  nccount  of  n,y  graiul lather,  fleiural  1-eter  Ganse- 
voor  ,  Jr.  1  .an  g,ve  no  personal  recollections  of  him.  as  he  died  in  ,8,2  when 
my  father  u-ns  a  young  nuu,  an.l  many  jears  before  Ins  marriage 

'•  He  .vas  at  ti,e  tune  of  his  death  a  l.riga.lier-general  in  the  United  States 

"7  V  :'"   "  ::M  ""'°   '"^  ^^'■^■'-  ••>-'  ••-  -u-t-,nart,al  convened  for  , 
n  1  of  (.eneral  U  dl<,nson  over  wh.ch  he  was  presiding,  that  he  was  taken  il 

Uasinngton,  and  re.urn.ng  ,0  Alhany  died  at  h,s  home  in  North  Muket  str  ef 

in  this  city,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  "''• 

''  Family  history  preserves  a  tradition  that  my  gr,u,df^uher■s  stature  was  soine- 

1   ng  over  si.v  feet ;   also  that  he  was  in  person  formed  in  just  proportion  to  Is 
I-eight,   and  these   facts  are   tully  attested  by  measurements  f  o„    his  nnl     r 

mdorms^  two  suits  of  win.  h   in  adn.irable  preservation  are  in  my  po^^^^ 
H.     bucks  in  breeches,  which  are  ma.le  to  tie  below  the  knee,  are  t  nrtyl  e 

nch^  ,n  length.     The  insi.le  measure  of  h,s  coat  sleeve  is  tueiity,!  ^    ,    ^ 
and  It  >s  forty-six  mces  trom  the  collar  of  his  coat  to  the  end  of     is  u,     t  i 
Around  the  chest,  as  shown  by  his  waistc.ats,  the  n.easiire  is  f^.rty-s  e  ' 

and  at  the  waist  by  the  trousers  f..rtv-tliiee  inches  ^  ' 

"  From  a  portrait  painte.l  front  lite  by  (;iibert  .Stuart  in  which  he  is  t  ikei,  in 
tl.e   uniform  of  a  briga.iier-general,  a.,.1  wears  upon  the  H„el  of  hi  , 

o  .    l,,me  at  .Albany,  u  appears  that   he  was  of  a  somewhat  fl.-ri.i  cmplexi.  n  • 

f.ce   IS  to  ,ne  an  e.xceedingly  pleasant  face  to  look  upon,  and  lie  h.s  ,1^ 
"-..  and  aspect  ..f  one  who  w.n.ld,  as  it  se.ms  ,.,  me,  be  slire  ;c  dra^  to  hmv 


,  i-   ,  '  "■■  "  -i^i-iii.-)  lu  iiic,  oe  sure  tc  d 

seMjj.  a  certain  .lignity  of  character  an.l   iorce.  and  kin.Uiness  of  ..sp.,s,ti.,n 
tl^^^aTlevtion,  as  w..ll   as  the  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  should  c.im^i; 

accustotned   to  exercise,  a  paternal   .swell  as  offinal'ca  ^^  ^ '^^^'^ 
«.^.g  fr.n.  the  sie^  of  Quebec  t.,  hi.  brother  Leonard,  also  a  p  ,  H      ' 


366 


,1  iioDCHii.n  or  WAsiusdTox 


r  t 


(loll.ns  wliich  I  took  {\om  Henry  Daniels,  anil  which  I  was  afraid  he  woiikl 
spend,  I  therefore  beg  that  you  will  give  them  tu  his  wife.'  A  proof  of  the  at- 
tachment felt  for  him  by  those  associated  with  him,  is  foimd  in  the  fact,  that 
many  of  the  officers  of  the  Second  regiment,  having  an  option  to  do  so,  went 
with  liim  to  his  new  connnand,  on  his  promotion  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  Third 
regiment.      \  fact  shown  liy  the  rosters  of  the  regiment  of  thai  time. 

"  .As  an  evidence  of  the  iinnsual  s'reiigth  (jf  his  physical  make  up,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  he  was  wont  to  say  jocosely  that  he  '  had  not  a  single  tooth  ni 
his  head,'  a  statement  quite  in  accordance  with  the  fact,  as  every  tooth  of  his 
was  a  donble  tooth. 

"He  matriculated  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey  at  I'rinceton,  at  which  col- 
lege my  father  and  my  brother,  Cajitain  Henry  S.  dansevoort,  of  the  I'nited 
States  army,  now  deceased,  were  afterward  graduates,  but  my  grandfather  with- 
drew from  his  class  before  coinpleling  his  college  course  anil  so  never  received 
his  collegiate  degree. 

"  In  the  times  whii  h  preceded  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  was  undoubtedly, 
although  a  young  man,  greatly  interested  and  ijuite  consiiii  uoiis  in  the  Colonial 
movcmenls,  which  led  up  to  that  event,  and  in  this  respect  he  was  not  singular 
among  his  family  connections,  who  were  all,  so  far  as  1  can  discover,  imbueil 
with  an  mnnistakable  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  the  Colonists,  and  gave  it,  lirst 
and  last,  their  luihesitatiug  and  active  support. 

"During  the  period  to  which  1  li.ue  just  referred,  and  during  the  struggle 
which  followed,  there  is  evidence  among  his  pai)ers  to  show  that  he  enjoyed  the 
conridenie  and  shareil  tiie  counsels  of  those  who,  on  the  American  side,  ile- 
termined  its  purposes,  and  guided  its  events.  He  had  the  confidence  of  Gov- 
ernor (leorge  Clinton,  and  the  relations  between  them,  continued  afterward  in 
the  case  of  Governor  Dewitt  Clinton,  his  son,  and  my  father,  whose  intercourse 
was  very  cordial  and  iniimate  up  to  ilie  lime  of  Governor  Dewitt  (,'linton's 
death.  I  have  in  my  possession  the  manuscript  of  a  memorial  of  my  grand- 
father in  Gmernor  Dewitt  Clinton's  hand. 

"  Lafayette  writes  to  him  from  Jamestown,  \'irginia,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
177S,  a  personal  letter  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  Carleton,  in  which  he  says: 
'  .\s  the  taking  of  Colonel  Carleton  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  1  wish  you 
would  try  every  e.xerlion  in  your  power  to  have  him  apprehended.' 

"General  Philip  Schuyler,  writing  to  him  Irom  .Albany,  N.  V.,  under  date 
of  .August  lolh,  1777,  four  days  after  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  i-a\s:  'A  body 
of  trooi)s  left  this  yesterday  to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort  Sihiivler.  I-'.vcrybody 
here  believes  you  will  defend  it  to  the  last.' 

"The  event  to  which  General  Schuyler's  letter  refi-is.  familiarly  known  as  the 
siege  and  defence  of  Fort  Slanwi.x,  is  an  eve-'t  which  his  descendants  especially 
cherish,  in  a  military  career  uniformly  adi.iirable,  and  seldom  if  at  all  unsuc- 
cessful, as  illustrative  of  his  character  and  exhibiting  his  ijualities  as  a  soldier. 

"He  had  then  received  a  conunission  as  Colonel  of  the  Third  New  York 
State  infantry,  and  after  having  been  for  some  considerable  time,  occupied  in 
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the  m„.slern,g  of  the  forces,  a.i.i  military  preparations,  at  and  near  Albany,  had 
been  assigned  to  Fort  S.anwix  and  place,!  in  command  of  its  garrison 

"  I  he  strategic  position  of  that  post,  in  its  relation  to  the  familiar  plan  of  the 

enemies   campaign,  uas  certainly  one  of  vital  consequence.     JJmgoyne's  advance 

rem  Canada    was  ,0  be  through  Lakes  Champlain  and  Geotge  to  the  Hudson  at 

ort  Kd.nrd,  and   so  down  that  river  to  a  union  at  Albany,  with  forces  from 

-n     Howe  s  army  asceiuling  the  same  river  from  the  south,  under  Sir  Henry 

U.nton,   and    intending   to    .iivert  the  opposition   which    should    be   ma.le  to 

isurgoyiie.  "I.10C  lu 

'•  The   Hritish  Colonel,  St.  l,.,,er,  was  to  make  his  way  from  Oswego  along 
the  waters  of  Oswego  river  and  Oneida  lake  to  Wood  creek,  and  over  tlfe  custo 
mary  portage  there    to  the  head  waters  of  the  Mohawk,  and  so  descending  along 

e  course  of  the  latter  nver,  aroun.i  the  .alls  at  Cohoes,  to  its  conlluence  with 
th  Hudson,  form  a  jun,  tion  with  Jlurgoyne.  and  the  main  army,  inte.uiing  in- 
ndentally.  to  occupy  and  forage.  l,e  tertile  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  1  pi  g 
10  .  orrupt  o,-  terrorize,  the  patriotism  of  its  inhabitants  *' 

"  I'ort  Su.wix,  ■  or  Fort  Schuyler  as  it  Mas  then  name.!,  on  Wood  ,,,,k    in- 
.ru<led  Itself  upon  the  enemies'  line  of  march  over  this  portage,  and  su,       1  i   L 
way  of  his  access  to  the  Afohawk.      ,t  will  be  seen,  therefore    that  it  ^   ,1  i 
-he  province  of  the  fort  to  stay  the  movement  of  one  of  the    hree  gr^      d 

luck,  a    this    nit lative  and  most  critical  point  in  its  advance,  at  least  to  hold  it 
resolutely  ,„  check,  until  succor  could  arrive  to  raise  the  siegj 

Ihe    general   plan   of    a   probable    Hritish   campaign,   such   as   was   in    fu  t 
■."-.np.e<l,  had  been  well  understood  and  considered,  not  onlv  in  lespec     o'  e 
)neo,   march    taken    1>.V  lUirgoyne.  but  to  ,ha,  pur.sned   bv  .S,,' I.eg       '       h    , 
tamty  ol  such  a  plan,  became  manife.st  earlv  in    lulv      Tl„.    .  - 

Thomas  Spenc.r,the  ha.-.breed  Sachem  of  .hl  (^S^.,  ..'  e ^Sir::: 
pa.  ot^t lie  price  paid  .^.r  the  result  at  Oi.kany,  had  then  apprise  h^i  I  " 
-  s  of   Iryon  county,  of  the  .lesign  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  a  nj  the  iL  , 

auk   ^.dky.  th.ough   this  western   approach;   and  ,i,e  g.uhenng  of  the  Indians 
at  Oswego  was  a  fact  not  to  be  mistaken.  ni.lians 

"  Fort  Stanwix  was  an  ol.l  f.,r,.  [,  |,„,  ,,,e„  ,.,„„  some  tuentv  ve-,rs  „re 
VHHisly  to  command  this  imp„r,a-  ..nying  place,  or  portage,  at  get  ^^^ 
those  days,  and  had  beu.  strongh  and  artitlcially  conLrucU.  ,  b,U  t  i  I 
of  the  kevohition  i,  had  (alien  gre.ulv  into  disrepair,  and  is  reoiesente  1 

"^^"  "•---•-'—"--'■ ---n;:si;d,lei::;:;;:::::::7 

cxccllc-Ml.      Ii   Is  „s  well  to  cill  fn,K   ,/  ,1,  ,  .1  ■         ,  ""\"^'"')  U,.uigal_a  Miy  p,„,Hr  and 

prosnu  city  of  Inoa.  ^'''">'"'   "'•^'  ""'"■"I'i^'''   '1"^^  ^1,.  ..f  ,l,e 
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but  little  had  been  accomplisliecl  for  its  rebuiiilinj;,  when  its  importance,  in  the 
probab'e  movements  of  llie  iMiglish  army  became  aliiniiinj;!)  apparent. 

"  M_'  grandfather  was  assigned  to  tlie  command  of  the  fort  in  April,  1777, 
and  engaged  himself  at  once  in  the  necessary  work  of  restoring  and  completing 
its  tlefeiices. 

"  On  the  4tli  of  July,  he  writes  a  letter  to  CiciKral  Si  hii_\ler  in  whicli  he 
points  out  in  detail  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  urgently  jileads  for  assis- 
tance, from  this  letter  it  appears  that  every  energy  of  the  garrison  was  then 
being  adijre.ssed  to  tlie  work  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  fort,  the  obsinicting  of 
Wood  creek,  and  the  pii|)ar.ition  of  tlie  siirromiding  grounds  and  a])proaclHs  lor 
the  imjiending  peril.  'The  soldiers  had  been  transformed  into  hiboiers,  and  (  fti- 
cers  and  men  logetlur,  bent  tlicmsilves  to  the  wcrk  with  a  /lal  which  e\er 
comes  of  the  right  direction,  aiitl  of  confidence  in  a  guiding  hand.  'I'lieir  task 
notwithstanding  the  nnsiakes  of  some  incompetent  engineering,  in  the  outset, 
wliifh  had  Ih'cu  directed  by  an  iiiex|iert  engineer,  a  Frenchman,  who  was 
s[)eeiiily  su|>pl,nited,  had  been  so  well  performed,  that  on  the  third  of  .Xugust  on 
the  approach  of  St.  l.eger  we  are  told  by  the  chronicler  of  those  events,  '  He 
foinul  a  well  constructed  fortress;  safe  by  earthworks  again  his  artillery,  and 
garrisoned  by  si.v  or  seven  hiuidred  men.'  The  excellent  coiiilition  (jf  the  fort 
for  del'eiu:e  against  the  attack  was  made  a  subject  of  public  remark  after  the  re- 
treat of  St.  l.eger,  and  is  distincil}'  emphasized  in  the  historical  accoinits  of  the 
siege.  The  ovcr-conliilent  St.  Leger  resorting  to  iini)ortunities,  lUteitful  reiire- 
seiiiaiions  and  tlneais,  m.ule  no  attempt  to  take  the  position  by  storm. 

"  I'.irtuue,  and  the  ccii'iiieration  of  (iencral  Schu\ler,  favoreil  the  operations 
for  the  security  of  the  fmt  in  one  jiarticular.  A  body  of  some  two  hundred 
troii|iS,  wliit  h  had  been  pushed  forward  from  the  east  with  supplies  of  provisions 
and  annnuiiition,  reac  hed  the  fort  ahm  st  sinuih.ineon^ly  witii  the  advance  forces 
of  St.  l.eger,  but  in  season  to  be  brought  by  means  of  rajiid  work  within  the 
ram])arts  unmolested.  \\  ill)  this  addition  of  men  the  eipiipment  of  the  fort 
was,  as  ahe.idy  sl.iird  fruni  s;\  to  se\eii  hundred  nun,  witli  provisions  lor  si.\ 
weeks  and  an  adeipiaie  supply  of  ammunition  fir  its  small  arms,  although  the 
aim\nmition  for  the  launon  was  deficient.  The  estimated  force  of  St.  l.eger 
inclmling  the  Indi.in  allies  was  seventeen  hundred  men  well  provided  in  all  p.ir- 
ticiilars,  aiai  fully  eiiuijiped  for  the  work  intended  by  it,  excejiting  as  it  trans- 
pired, that  the  artillery  was  not  (]uite  adecpiate  to  its  task. 

"  .My  gr:oHll'.ilher  was  then  but  twenty  eight  years  of  age.  liut  the  result  of 
the  siege  in.ike  it  cle.ir  that  Ins  (|ualilicatioiis  for  the  dutiese\pected  of  him,  on  his 
assignment  to  this  iinpi'iiant  tort,  were  not  overestimated.  .\nd  1  believe  him  to 
li.ive  been  w  holly  deserv  ing  ot'  the  thanks  of  the  country, which  were  bestowed  upon 
him  by  resolution  of  Cuiigress,  ])assed  in  recognition  of  the  service  which  he  had 
rendered  to  the  .Xmerican  cause,  in  his  resolute  and  successful  deleiu  e  of  the 
fort  ;  service  which  was  valuable,  not  onlv  in  what  it  a(  lually  ai  liieved,  but  in 
the  fut  that  it  came  at  a  lime  of  the  gre.ilcst  anxiely  and  ol'  almost  univeisal 
liepression,  to  cheer  and  encourage  the  hopes  of  the  Coloiiisls. 
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"  Tlie  laconic  and  lUiL'rniincd  rt'iily  u|iii:li  was  made  by  liim  to  the  Hnllhh 
colonel's  demand  for  Hurrcndcr,  ranks  in  my  view  oi  it,  as  one  of  the  most  im 
|)rcssive  incidents  of  tiie  war.  Mucii  display  liad  been  made  by  the  latter  i  fti- 
cer,  nf  the  fact  that  he  was  advancing  upon  the  fort  with  a  luidy  of  trained  and 
well  provided  regulars  of  the  British  army,  which  was  stipixated  by  a  ))owerlid 
alliance  of  Indian  allies.  'i'liese  allies  lie  now  reiiresented  to  be  eager  for  the 
contest,  and  hungering  for  the  plunder,  both  in  the  fort,  and  i\hihawk  valley 
bevond  it,  ■.vhich  in  the  undersianding  of  their  savage  minds  must  be  the  Kgili- 
m.ite  fr'iits  of  the  victory.  The  contest  with  Herkimer  was  declared  to  have 
residted  not  oidy  in  his  c(imi)leie  failure  to  bring  succor  to  the  garrison  but  in 
the  entire  rout  and  destruction  of  his  command,  liurgoyne  was  declared  to  be 
in  .\lbany,  ami  a  picture  was  (  arefully  drawn  with  much  particularity  of  detail, 
of  the  fort,  surrounded  by  his  overwhelming  and  irresistible  force  ;  wholly  cut 
off  from  any  hope  of  aid,  the  object  of  the  cruel  designs  of  savages,  who  were 
at  that  moment  restrained  with  the  greatest  difticulty,  frian  e.xec  uting  their  bar- 
b.iric  threats  upon  it  ;  of  the  utter  hopelessness  ol'  resistance,  and  the  tremen- 
dous conse(pieiices,  both  to  the  garrison  and  habitations  beliiW,  lir  w  liicli  the 
commandant  must  be  responsible,  if,  through  resistance,  an  attack  should  be 
rendereil  necessary.  Terms  were  then  offered  of  personal  security  to  the  trci  ps, 
and  humane  treatment  to  the  valley,  whidi  were  stated  to  have  been  wrung  li(im 
enraged  and  reluctant  allies,  and  an  immediate  answer  diniaiuled,  on  account 
of  the  alleged  importunity  of  the  Indians.  Letters  from  .American  ofticers, 
prisoners  in  the  camp  of  .St.  I.eger  uriltia;,  as  it  afterward  transpired,  under 
duress,  proclaiming  the  death  of  Herkimer,  and  of  numbers  of  other  gener.d 
ofticers,  and  falsely  representing  the  situation,  had  jireceded. 

"lender  dale  of  .August  9th,  1777,  alter  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
communication,  my  grandfather's  re|)ly  is  this  :  *  *  *  '  It  is  mv  determined 
resolution  to  defend  this  fort  to  the  last  extremity  in  behalf  of  the  L'nited  Ameri- 
can .States  who  have  pl.ued  me  here  to  defend  it  against  all  enemies.' 

"  This  reply,  from  wluit  I  li.ive  been  told  of  my  grandfather's  ways  was,  I 
believe,  entirely  characteristic  of  him,  and  I  shoidd  say,  that  it  was  indited  with 
ileliberation,  and  meant  precisely  what  it  said,  in  every  ]iarlicular. 

"  No  attack  followed  this  refusal  to  surrender,  but  the  resort  of  the  enemy  was 
to  be  by  ai)[)roaches  by  jiarallels,  and  by  the  operations  of  sajiping  and  mining. 
The  gallant  C'olonel  ^\■illett  who  had  made  a  bold  and  successful  sortie  fitmi  the 
fort,  to  aid  the  advance  of  Herkimer  on  the  si.xth,  and  had  then  captuied  sev- 
eral standards  of  the  enemies'  colors,  which  had  been  disjjlayed  ii])on  the  ram- 
parts, under  the  folds  oi  the  memorable  flag,  ])artly  improvised  from  Major 
Swarthoiit's  cloak,  '  undertook   on   the  tenth,  with   Lieutenant    Stockwell,  the 


I  "  .\  k'lk'i-  uf  .\ii};ii>l  Ji/lli,  177^.  writUjii  l.i  CuIiur-I  ( i.ui>cv(iiirl  j.y  (',i|>t.iiii  .Sw.iilhoiit  c.iIU 
alli'nlion  to  :ni  luulL-rKtaiulinj;  uii'liT  wlii,  !i  a  ri''|uiiilioii  was  to  ln'  iiiailc  '  for  eight  yanls  uf 
liiiia>lclotli  on  tlif  (■oimni-.-iaiy  for  I'lolliiiij;  of  llii--  st.Uc,  in  lien  of  my  liinc  cloak  wliieli  war. 
used  for  colors  M  Lort  Sclniylcr '  and  asks  for  its  fullillnicnt.     Tlio  letter  is  in  niv  '^'".session. 
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perilous  enterprise  of  passing  lliroiigli  the  tiiemy's  works  by  night,  and  of 
making  known  the  situation  of  alTairs  in  ilic  vailc-y,  in  the  hope  of  secnring  as- 
sistame  for  the  tort. 

"  The  rLsult  of  this  boh!  uniiertaking,  although  the  atten)i)t  to  pass  the  enemy's 

I'ul,  was  matter  of  mere  conjecture  to  the 


lii 


had 


been   in  fact  entirely  success 


besieged,  yet  the  hope  thai  it  might  |)i(>ve  a  success  stinmlated  tlii'ni,  to  delay 
by  active  and  stubborn  resistance,  to  the  gradual  ad\ance  of  tiie  ciu my,  the 
lime,  when  it  shiuild  be  necessary  to  make  the  attempt  to  cut  throu.uli  llie  en- 
lampmeiil  nl  llie  besiegers,  which  in  the  last 
bv  a  salh  Ircm  the  turl  at  ni,i;hl. 


event,  it  was  mtende 


.1  t( 


ike, 


It 
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e  that  the  elhnts  of  Culonel  Willelt  and  Lieutenant  Siockwell, 


especially  as  they  secured  lor  the  movements  of  Arnold  the  sujiporl  of  the  militia 
in  'I'ryon  cininly,  woi'M  nave  brought  to  the  assistance  of  the  tort,  the  aid 
which  was  lioi)ed  for,  and  so  have  raised  the  seige,  and  rendered  the  proposed 
sally  unnecessary,  but  ten  days  after  the  dejiarture  of  these  two  ofli(  ers,  and  on 
the  22(1  of  August,  the  problem  was  solved,  by  the  brilliant  ruse  of  Arnold,  and 
successfully  carried  out  upon  his  instructions,  under  wlii(  h  St.  I.eger's  army  was 
induced  to  beat  a  preci|)itate  retreat. 

"  iMore  was  involved  in  llie  fortunate  termination  of  this  siege,  than  the  se- 
curity of  t'le  Mohawk  valley.  The  retreat  of  St.  I.eger  was  an  utter  rout.  Mis 
army,  iiuisued  by  the  force  from  the  fort,  fled  i)re'i|)itately,  making  its  retreat 
upon  the  line  of  its  advance.  The  Indian  allies  were  completely  demoralized, 
and  uncontrollable,  and  further  eftVctive  attemjits  in  the  same  direction,  ren 
dered  impracticable.  Hurgoyne  lost  the  support  of  a  jioriion  of  his  army,  on 
which  he  had  confidently  counted,  while  his  forces  experienced  the  moral  shock 
of  this  sii,'nal  disaster,  following  (piickly  upon  the  encounter  at  Oriskany,  and 
succeeded  by  the  misfortunes  of  Heniiinglon.  The  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Tryoii  county  received  a  new  and  ins))iritiiig  stimulus,  and  its  militia  hitherto 
terrorized  by  the  proclamation  of  the  British  commander,  and  the  barbarities 
practiced  under  their  sanction,  became  available  for  the  military  operations,  then 
so  important  at  the  east ;  .ind  the  forces  under  Arnold,  sent  forward  to  the  siege, 
and  especially  the  services  of  .\rnold  himself,  were  liberated,  to  take  their  all-im- 
])ortant  part,  in  the  dei  i^ive  come>i,  whii  h  soon  followed  at  Saratoga.  Is  it  not 
very  clear  that  the  importance  of  the  resistance  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  its  bearing 
ujion  the  latter  battle  can  hardly  be  overestimated? 

"  In  these  statements  whic  li  I  have  made  in  regard  to  tlie  siege  of  I'ort  Sian- 
wix  I  have  not  had  in  mind  to  attenip":  any  exhaustive,  or  even  lull  account  of 
it.  but  rather  to  direct  atlenti(jn  to  facts  which  show  the  nature  of  the  delence 
which  was  mule  there,  as  illustrative  of  the  qualities  and  characier  of  the  com- 
manding officer  by  whom  it  was  conducted,  and  also  of  the  im])oilance  of  the 
fort  as  a  military  station  at  the  lime,  as  a  iv.eans  of  forming  an  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  services  thus  rendered. 

"  The  limits  of  this  letter,  as  1  understand  tliem  to  be  jirescribed,  do  not  per- 
mit me  either,  to  give  even  an  outline  in  addition  of  my  grandfather's  life.  The 
letter  is  already  more  extended  'haii  it  should  be. 
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"  Let  nif  lliL'ii  uiily  say  rarllaM-,  tlial  liis  ciinv^pDiMlciicL'  slunvs,  as  1  lia\c  al- 
ways iiiidcrstood  to  lie  ilie  case,  tluU  lie  was  of  mclhiKlical,  and  e\ail  business 
ways,  and  in  his  intercourse  uiili  men,  liabitually  courteous,  .ind  reganilulof  liie 
eticiuelle  and  amenities,  of  tlie  social  intercourse  of  Ins  day. 

"  lie  was  not  unmindful  eiilier  of  llie  lighter  accomplishments  of  the  Wdild. 
1  have  in  my  (  h.nge  a  music  lumk  in  which  din-ing  his  niiliiaiy  service,  he  was 
aicuslonted  to  traiiscrihe  musical  exercisi's,  and  his  fondness  lor  musical  study 
sjems  to  have  led  him  to  seek  in  his  command  for  those  wlio  could  aid  him  in 
ils  pursuit.  In  the  hook  jii^i  referred  lo  lie  ni.ikis  this  rei..rd  :  '  Colonel  flan- 
sevoort's  instructor  who  heloui^ed  to  his  regiment,  and  who  was  an  able  in- 
.structor  and  made  an  e.scelleiit  performer,  deserted  in  177S.' 


A  SOUVENIR  OF  ST.   LEGERS  RETREAT. 
August  22d.   1777. 

"  M)  grandfather's  associations  hy  marriage  were  also  willi  those  who  were 
active  and  |)roiu)unceil  in  the  cause  of  the  Colonies,  lie  married  Catharine 
\'an  S(  haick.  the  daughter  of  .S)hrant  Win  Schaick  and  sister  of  (,'oloiiel,  after- 
ward Cieneral  Cio/en  \'an  .Schaick,  whose  conspicuous  part  in  the  movements  of 
the  Continental  army  in  this  section  of  i)ur  stale  as  well  as  elsewhere,  are  a  part 
of  llie  recorded  history  of  the  Reviilutionary  war. 

"  Hy  his  marriage  there  were  five  chili. ren  ;  Herman,  the  eldest,  a  resident  of 
Saratoga  county,  upon  the  old  homestead  farm  at  Cansevoort  in  the  town  of 
Northumberland,  who  w.is  res|)ecled  and  greath  belc'-d  in  his  neighborhood  ; 
W'esel,  a  lawyer,  associated  at  one  time  in  business  with  I'lsek  Cowen,  and  a 
man  of  learning  and  ability  ;  I'eter,  my  own  lather  :  Maria,  who  married  Allan 
.MeKille  of  Boston,  Mass.  ;   and  Leonard  IL,  a  prosperous  business  man, 
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"  It  will  be  interL'stiiii:;  to  kii  .v  tluit  among  (lie  houvcniis  of  the  sit-gt-  in  my 
graiidlather's  possfssion  at  his  death,  was  a  dniin  ahandoned  hy  St.  i.igcr's 
forces  in  their  llight.  Il  is  of  brass,  costly  for  tiiose  limes,  hii;lily  decorated 
and  ornamented,  and  in  this  latter  respect  interesting  as  showing  tliecinality  and 
style  of  the  ecpiipmeiit  witli  wiiich  St.  Leger  was  provided,  li  was  presented  liy 
my  father  to  the  .Albany  Republican  .Artillery;  in  the  year  1825,  and  was  by  that 
company  turned  over  to  the  custody  of  New  \'ork  Slate,  and  is  now  a  pari  of  the 
war  exhibits  in  the  .Military  liureau  of  the  stale  in  the  New  \'ork  capital. 

"  The  tlag  '  of  my  grandfather's  regiment  which  1  I  have  in)  lather's  slalenient 
fir  il,  made  in  the  form  of  a  memorandnm  in  writing)  was  present  a!  the  sur- 
render of  C'ornwallis,  is  still  in  my  hands.  It  is  also  inieresting  as  it  biais  the 
design  of  the  aims  of  the  sl.ile  upon  il,  wlii<h  after  careful  iiuesligation  and 
research,  as  lo  iis  accuracy,  has  served  as  the  model  for  the  se.d  of  New  \n\k 
State,  as  now  adopted  by  law  and  in  use. 

"This  tlag  is  much  worn  and  ilnes  not  in  lis  |ireseiit  (■ondilion  bear  exhibi- 
li(Ui  ;  it  has  been  my  intention  to  h.ive  it  Iramed  and  placed  in  |)idper  cuslody 
for  access,  by  the  public,  a  matter  which  1  am  now  considering. 

"  Vonrs  very  truly, 
"  CvTiiAKiNt:  (!,\N^i;vciiiKr  I.ansinc;." 

"  •  I  li.ivi;  cntloavorcd,  hut  not  with  entire  success,  it  would  seem,  to  dis.iliiiso  ilic  ncws- 
li.ipeis  ul  llie  idea  llial  this  Ibg  of  Colonel  tiansevoon's  reyinient,  w.ns  used  ilurin^;  llie  sie;;i'  of 
I'orl  Stanwix.  Tlieic  is  no  autliorily  for  such  a  statement,  other  than  a  mere  siinniM;  I'loni  the 
fact  tliat  it  was  the  rcfjiniental  flag  of  the  rcKnnent. 

•'The  llafi  used  at  tlie  siej^e,  with  which  the  llni;  in  my  custody  lias  heen  ccinlu^eil,  was  a 
Iciiipoiaiy  llajj,  improvised  for  the  occa'-ion  out  of  materials  at  hand  in  the  foil,  Captain 
.Swarthout's  cloak  contrihutinH  an  important  pait;  there  is  no  >;r(innd  for  supposuij;  that  it  was 
preserved.     The  stars  and  stripes  were  adopted  by  Contjress,  July  I4ih;  1777.     C,  C.  I,." 
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MARINUS  WII.LETT 

"General  Marimis  Willctt  was  the  great-grandson  of  Captain  Thomas 
Willctt  of  colonial  fame  ;  it  tlierefore  seems  fitting  to  give  a  sliort  sketch  uf  the 
ancestor  from  wlioni  he  inherited  his  higli  principles,  his  daring  courage,  and 
his  untiring  energy. 

"Captain  'I'iiomas  Willett  was  born  in  England  in  1610.  His  father  and 
grandfatlicr  were  clergymen  ;  the  latter  having  been  vicar  of  Barley,  Wilts,  and 
prebend  of  Ely  C'athedral.  Captain  Willett  came  to  America  in  the  ship  '  Lion,' 
in  1632.  He  landed  at  I'lyniouth,  Mass.,  and  in  January  of  the  ne.xt  year,  he 
was  made  a  freeman.  lie  held  various  offices  in  the  colony,  and  was  given  a 
considerable  grant  of  land  near  the  James  river.  In  1636,  he  married  iMary 
Browne,  daughter  of  John  and  Dorothy  Browne  of  Swanzey,  Mass.  In  1648,  he 
was  appointed  captain  of  a  military  company  al  I'lymouth,  wliere  he  succeeded 
Miles  Standish.  For  thirteen  consecutive  years  from  1651  to  1664,  he  was 
assistant  to  the  general  comt.  He  was  appninled,  with  eight  others,  in  1653, 
on  the  council  o(  war,  and  '  jKirt  of  tlie  imuder  and  sliot  was  to  be  kejjt  by  him.' 
He  was  a  member  also  of  the  famous  Harttord  Boundary  'I'reaty  of  1650. 
Willett  w.is  one  of  the  [lioneers  (jf  the  carrying  trade  on  the  Sound  between  this 
city  (then  New  .\mstenlam)  and  tlie  Englisii  settlements.  In  subsequent  years, 
when  question  boundary  rights  arose  between  the  Dutch  and  their  l'".nglish 
neighbors,  lie  became  an  eflicieiit  negotiator  between  the  two  parties — having 
previously  gained  a  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  language  from  his  constant  inter- 
course witii  them.  In  1654,  he  was  sent  for.  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Massachusetts,  and  ordeied  to  accompanv  him  to  .Manliaitan  ;  and  to  '  be  an  as- 


sistant unto  them  in  advice  ami  n 


A.'     l'"roin  1(161  to  i(j6;  he  was  an  assistant  Io 


the  Gcjvernor.  In  1665  lie  was  iii;ule  Mayor  of  New  \'ork,  the  first  I'aiglishman 
to  hold  that  olTice  ;  having  receivetl  his  ai)pointment  from  Colonel  Nichols.  He 
retained  this  office  for  two  or  three  years.  In  1668  he  removed  to  Swanzey.  By 
his  will  we  le.irn  tliat  he  had  four  sons  ;  James,  Ilezekiah,  .-Vudrew,  and  Sanuiel 
— from  this  youngest  son.  General  Mariiius  Willett  is  descended — and  three 
daughters,  Mary,  Martha,  and  I'',sther.  Captain  \Villett  died  at  Swanzey,  4th 
of  .\ugiist,  1^)74.  lie  and  his  wife  were  buried  at  the  head  of  liiillock  Cove,  in 
what  is  now  known  as  the  town  of  E.ast  I'roviilence,  R.  I.  Iuscri|ition  on  grave- 
stones in  Little  Nei  k  Cenieteiy  : 

••  •  lluie  lyplli  ye  Hoily  of 
'I'lie  veiluous  Mr»  Mary 
Willi'lt  wife  In   riiiini.is 


li>74. 
"  '  lU'ic  \\f>  yi-  Huily 
f)f  ye  wnr'l   Tlioinai 
Willcit  I'Ni|r.  wlio  iliiJ 
Augv^l  ye  41  li  in  ye  64 
year  of  lii'.  aj^e     .\iuio 

'"  Wild  w.i^  till- 
I'irst  Mayiii 
of  New  Sink 
ami  Iw  ice  diil 
suslain  ye  place  ' 


Willelt  Ks(|  who  (iioil 
Jamiary  ye  .S  alioiit  lij 
ycai  ol  lier  a^'e.     Anno. 
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"General  Marinus  Willett  wnsbornat  J.imacia,  I.„n- Island,  31st  of  July,  1740. 
His  father  was  Echvard  Willett,  bori,  in  1701,  and  tl.e  son  of  SanuierWillctt, 
youngest  clnld  of  'I'homas  Willett.  There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  tiie  child- 
hood of  Mariniis  Willett.  When  he  was  btit  a  lad  of  eighteen,  he  was  made 
lieutenant  in  General  Aber.unibie's  eNpediiion  against  Furt  'I'iconden.-a.  \n 
1758  lie  also  assisted  in  the  captine  of  Furt  Frontenac.  I'lxposure  in  tlKMvilder- 
ness,  we  are  told,  injured  his  health,  and  soon  after  this  at  the  newly  repairLd 
Fort  Schuyler  he  was  detained  by  illness. 

"  Willett's  first  act  of  great  bravery,  was  to  capture  the  arms  that  the  Mntish 
had  planned  to  take  from  New  \ork,  in  cnnection  with  their  own  ;  but  Willett 
inevented  their  so  doing  by  capturing  the  baggage  vans  containing  the  arms  and 
bringing  them  back  to  the  city.  These  very  arms  were  afterward  used  by  the 
first  regiment,  raised  by  the  State  of  New  York,  i  le  was  appointe.l  the  second 
captain  of  a  coinp.my  in  Cohjiiel  IMcDougall's  regiment. 

"  In  1776,  he  was  rai.sed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  cohual  ;  and  at  the  begin- 
ning ol   the  campaign  of  ,777,  he  was  place.l  in  command  of  Fort  Constitution 
ou   the   Hudson.      While   Willett  was  at   this   fort  he  received  a  .li.spat.h  from 
General  McDougall,  to  come  to  Ins  (the  General's)  assistance,      [ust  after  this 
order  came,  an<l   before  he  could  reach   the  general,  he  encuntered  a  detach- 
ment 01  the   Hritish   troops.      Willett   attacked   them,  and   a   skirmish   ensued 
Ui  letfs  some   from    Fort   Schuyler  showed   his  courage  ;   and  we  read  that  he 
luid  but  a  haudtul  of  men,  when  he  made  h,s  sudden  and  successful  attack  upon 
the  camp   of  Sir  John   Johnson,  and   his   k,,yal   Greens  !      This  was  so  quickly 
done    that  Sir  J.,hn  IkuI  not  time  to  ,.nt  on  his  coat  !      Willett  proceeded  to  take 
al     the  camp  equipage,  ami,  greatest  treasure  of  all,  the  papers  belonging  .0  Sir 
John  Johnson,  containing  valuable  infonnati.u.  to  Willett.      He  then   returned 
to    I'ort   Schuyler  with    all    his    booty,  and  without    the    loss   of  a   mm       After 
Willett   reached   the  fort,  he  had  the  Ihitish  colors  raised  beneath  the  .American 
standard   in   full  view  of  the  enemy.      This  victorv  Cuigress  recognised  ■    and  a 
sword  was  presented  to  General  Wdletl  in  the  name  of  the  United  States       The 
l"llowing  spring  he  was  again  ordered  t..  Fort  .S-hnyler  ;   there  he  runaired  until 
i77«.  when  he  joined  the  army  under  General  Washiimton,  in  New  |ersev    ami 
fought  a.    the   battle   of  .Monmouth.      In    1779.  Le  accompanied  Gaieral  "lohn 
Sullivan,  11,   his  expedition  against  the  Six  N;„ions.      From  17S0,  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  Willett   commands   the   forces  in  the  .Mohawk  valley       In  i-n. 
General  U,,.l„ngion   sent  General  WilK,l   to  the  south  to  treat  with  the  Ci'i.k 
Indians;   and   the  same  year   he  was  made  brigadier-i^eneral.      After  all  these 
st.rnng  events,  ,t  seems  very  tame  to  reconl  that  he  hel.l  the  office  of  Sheriff  of 
New  \ork.      In    1807.  he  was  made  .M.iyor  of  New  N'ork,  the  same  office  that 
ns    Illustrious   an  estor   hel,!.    nearly  a   century   and   a   half  l,ef\,re.     General 
\\  illett  died   m  New  York,  ..,d  of  August,  ,830,  in  the  ninety-first  )ear  of  his 
age.     Comment  or  praise  does  not  seem  necessary  ns  a  tribute  to  this  great  man 
whose  valor  and   strength  of  character,  place  him  in  the  same  rank  with  the 
great   heroes   of  the  Revolution;  and,  while  wc  read  and  are  stirre.l  by  their 
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deeds  and  acts,  we  never  can  realize  all  ilu.t  they  s.uTered,  and  lived  through 
to  free   th,s  great  lan.l  of  ours.      We  reap  the  benefits  of  their  work,  and  their 
self-sacrifices." 


Ni;\v  York,  April  i6tli,  1S96. 


By  his  great-granddaughter, 

Mi.i,i;\  F.  Kim;  Siiki.tox. 


A.\  i\i'n;i,isni;i)  i.kttkk 

-nEARSm:  "  M:W  VOKK.  7U.  .(.UUKUy.  .So,.     ^ 

"Vou  will  n„.l  a  petiti,,,,  l,ef,„e  rungress,  si^Mcl  l,y  Il.n.y  KuIkcs.  ..Mox.^n.la-  Robin- 
.on,  ,.ncl  your  u„nl,le  .crv.uU.  The  rcirc.s  prnycl  for  in  ,1,.,  ,.,„io„  I  ,b,te,-  n.vself  will 
..ppenr  ...nsonal,  o  to  ev.,y  conM,lnn,c.  ,„in,I,  F,o,n  old  ncMU.int.ncc  .S:  f,ie„,lsl,ip  as  well  as 
from   ,u..u-e  of  ,he  ro,|uc,.  omuuno!   in   ,l,al   pen'tion,  I   «,Klcr.ake  to  ask  your  interest  i„  i,s 

"  On  ,lK.  co„,n,encanen.  of  a  X.u-  ^^.,,  ^  x,,,  ,  ■,,„„,,.  ,  i,,^,,.,,^.  ,„„^,.^„„,^„^  ^.,„,^ 
U  l.e  a   Cemury  of  Honor,  i;io,y,,an,l   Splemlor,  ,o   o„r  <  oun.ry,  an,l  ,l,ouM  .lif.icultie,  ari.. 

wi  h  ,"'  r    77  """'  '""'  '""■"  ""'"■  '""  "■""'"-  "''■'■  "'^•"  ^'^  '"  '777  «e  were  acquainted 
Willi  to  di-.pcl  ilu-m.  ' 

"  With  ^r,eat  esteem  A:  regard 

„  "I  am  Dear  .Sir 

"To  ,. 

I  ours 
"II.  Glen  Esq."  ., 


tilililADlKH-dESEUM.    MA  NIX  IS    WILI.irir 
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Dcfween  Fort  Scluiyler  and  Lake  Ontario  there  were  three  forts  ;  Fort  Bull,  at 
the  carrying-place  between  the  Mohawk  river  and  Wood  creek  ;  Fort  Urewster 
at  the  outlet  of  Oneida  lake;  and  the  fort  at  Oswego  falls. 


I'.ATIIK    ISI.ANK 


One  cannot  pass  the  now  peaceful  and  beautifully  wooded  liattle  Island, 
nine  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oswego  river,  without  recalling  to  mind  the 
scenes  enacted  in  the  drama  of  1756. 

Oeneral  John  Bradstreet,   (see  Chap.    1.)   wlio,  ten  years  earlier,  was   l.ieu- 


BATTLE    ISLAND. 

tenant-Governor  of  St.  John's,  New  Foundland,  with  a  handful  of  men  had  been 
performing  signal  service  in  the  interior.  Lossing  writes  in  his  "  Life  of 
Schuyler";  *  *  *■  "  When,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1  756,  as  Bradstreet  and  his 
party  were  just  commencing  their  march  from  Oswego  to  Albany,  they  were  at- 
tacked by  a  [larty  of  French  regulars,  Canadians  and  Indians,  nine  miles  up  the 
Oswego  river,  Schuyler  (captain  then,  afterward  general)  displayed  an  intre|)id 
ity  and  humanity,  creditable  alike,  to  a  soldier  and  a  true  man.  He  was  one  ot 
eight  men,  who,  with  Bradstreet  at  their  head,  reached  a  small  island  in  the 
river,  and  drove  thirty  of  the  enemy  from  it.  One  of  them,  a  French  Cana- 
dian, was  too  badly  wounded  to  llee,  ami  as  a  batteau-man,  was  about  to  dis- 
patch him  with  a  tomahawk.  Captain  Sihuyler  interposed  to  save  his  life.  Just 
then  forty  of  the  enemy  returned  to  the  attack.     Bradstreet  and  his  party  had 
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beLMi  rcinforct'il  by  six  men,  ;iiul  tlu'  I'lt'iicli  ami  Indians  wfie  received  so 
waiinly,  that  they  were  compelled  to  llee.  A  tew  minutes  alterward  seventy  (il 
the   enemy   appeared   u|)on    the  sliore,  and  at  the  same  lime  six  iiidie  of  Hrad- 


stfeet  s  men  joinec 


h 


F 


It  auliile  the  contest  uas  warm  and  the  result  doubt- 


ful 


wer 


he  enemy  poured  a  cross  Ine  upon 


liradslreel  and  twelve  of  his  loll 


(iwers 


e  Wounded.     'The  French  were  fmall}' ccjmpelled  lu  retire,  fur  the  third  time, 


and  (lid  not  renew^  the  attac:! 


About  four  huiidred  uf  the  enemy  were  now  seen  api)r<)arhing  the  river  on 


he   north  side,  a  mile  ahove,  w 
d 


ith  tl 


le  apparent  inienlioii  of  crossing  and  sur- 


rounding the  provincials,      liradslreet  iinmedi.itely  ([uitted  the  island,  and  at  the 
head  of  two  hundred  and  fitly  men  m.irclud  up  to  confront  them. 

"Owini;  to  accident,  there  was  only  one  batteau  at  the  island  when  liradslreet 
resolved  to  leave  it,  and  it  was  hardly  suflicient  to  carry  his  parly  over,  'i'iie 
W'oundeil  Can.idi.ni  bei,',L;e(l  to  be  taken  in,  but  was  refused.  ' 'I'heli  throw  me 
into  the  river,'  he  cried,  'and  not  leave  me  here  to  jierish  with  hunger  and 
thirst.'  The  heart  of  C.iptaiii  .Schtijlerwas  touched  by  the  poor  fellow's  ap- 
peal, and  haniling  his  weapons  and  coat  to  a  companion-in  arms,  lie  bore  the 
wounded  man  to  the  water,  swam  with  him  across  the  deep  (  hannel  and,  with 
the  approbation  of  liradslreet,  placed  him  in  the  care  of  Dr.  Kirkland.  The 
man  recovered;  and  when,  in  1775,  Schu\ler,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Northern  army,  sent  a  proclamaiion  into  Canada  inviting  the  Frencli  inhabit- 
ants to  join  the  patriots,  that  soldier  was  living  near  C'hainblee,  and  gladly  en- 
lisiod  under  tlic  iianner  of  Ethan  .Mien,  that  he  might  see  and  thank  the  |)re- 
server  of  his  lite.  His  wish  was  gralilled,  and  he  made  himself  known  to 
.Schuyler  in  his  lent  at  Isle  .Xiix  Noir." 

roKT    ciNT.VRIO 

There  was  no  engagement  at  this  fort  during  the  Revolution,  as  the  post  was 
rather  too  remote  for  active  ojicrations. 

In  1796,  Fort  Ontario,  with  all  the  others  upon  the  frontier,  was  given  up  by 
the  Fnglish  to  the  United  .Slates.  "  Preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  signed 
in  iMirojie,  January  aotli,  17S5.  The  posts  were  to  be  surrendered  at  once,  but 
were  held  until  1796,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  Americans.  Various  pre- 
texts were  made.  The  fur  traflic  was  extremely  ])rofital)le,  and  the  Indians 
came  to  the  military  posts.  While  these  were  in  the  hands  of  the  I<',nglish,  the 
trade  and  iirollts  would  be  theirs  also.  'Vo  yield  these  to  the  Americans  would 
be  to  give  up  the  trade,  and  so  there  was  a  '  pressure'  in  London,  none  the  less 
strong,  that  was  unseen  by  the  public.  Ostensibly,  however,  the  delay  was  on 
other  grounds  not  altogether  unreasonable,  contlscation  of  projjerty,  and  non- 
payment of  debts  being  among  these.  .Along  with  these  doubtless,  was  a  feel- 
ing that  the  IMiioii  could  not  long  be  maintained,  and  that  a  little  show  of  force 
would  some  day  help  the  States  return  to  their  former  allegiance.  So  Great 
Britain  held  the  forts,  stood  by  the  Indians  and  waited  for  the  good  time  coming. 

"  This  was  exasperating  and  caused  constant  friction,  shown  in  all  private  and 
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public  records  of  tli;U  (hiy.  On  llif  suil  of  New  ^'ork,  for  wm\\  tliirlccn  years 
longer,  the  llrilisli  ll.ig  ami  soldiers  held  ils  lili/.ens  in  check,  Init  the  J,iy  treaty 
rinaily  removed  all  <lifticulties  and  it  was  agreed  tiiat  tiie  torts  shouhl  he  sur- 
ren(lere<l  on  July  4th,  1796.  The  bitterness  of  feeling  sometimes  reached  a 
dangerous  height,  as  in  the  ditiiculty  with  Sir  Jnhii  Joluison's  men  and  tiie 
Salina  alarm  nf  17(14.  While  \'anderkcm))  u  as  al  ()swegiiin  1  792.  seven  bar- 
rels of  salt  were  forcilily  i,il,i  n  ri.iii  ,.1,  Au.iiicaii  boat  by  the  garrison,  anil  this 
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.  \h].  ON  I  Mljli 

FORTS  ERECTED  BY  GEN.  SHIRLEY.— 1755. 

kinil  of  robberv  w.is  a  fre(|uent  thing,  The  learned  and  jKilriotie  ti.ucler  did 
not  like  this,  althougli  he  was  pleased  with  the  Ihilish  connnander,  l'.i[>iain 
Wiekham,  who  was  Rhode  Islander  by  birth.  '  The  whole  defence  at  ('jiwego,' 
said  \  anderkemp,  '  is  but  one  cuinpany,  which  cuulil  imt  make  any  resistance, 
as  all  the  fcinilicatioiis  are  so  <kc.i}ed  that  it  would  not  be  a  great  achievement 
to  drive  over  these  ramparts  with  wagon  and  horses.  Nor  iloes  it  seem  the  in- 
tention to  make  any  repairs — tiom  the  consciousness,  lu)  doubt,  their  surrender 
is  long  since  finally  cnncluded,  and  only  delayed  on  arcount  of  some  trilling 
formalities  at  this  ur  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic' 

"The  time  came  for  the  evacuation.  It  was  to  have  been  on  July  41I1,  but 
there  was  no  one  i)riseiit  authori/ed  to  re(ti\e  the  ])roperty." 

The  following  letter  addressed  to  .Mr.  (leorge  Scriba,  fi.\es  the  ailu.d  d.ite  : 

"  1'.  iKT  OMAKM,   Iul\    I5II1,   I711I). 
"  Dr.AU  Su; : 

"  I  liase  the  |)lo,>>iiri'  of  informing;  ymi  that  tlic  :\iiu'ric.Tii  llaj;,  umli-'r  a  fcilcial  -.iliili', 
was  fur  tile  lirst  time  ili>|ilayci1  from  l)ic  ciladel  nftlii^  fort  at  Ac  liour  nf  10.  Ilii-.  murnint;.  .\ 
Captain  ClarU  and  Coldnel  F'ntln;rt;ill  wuif  His  MaJL'siy's  Dliucrs  Irli  willj  a  (Ictailumiil  of 
thirty  men  for  the  protection  of  the  works.  From  these  i;entlemon  the  greatest  politeness  and 
civility  was  (lis]ilaye<l  to  us  in  ailjnslinjj  the  transfer.  The  buildings  and  {jarilens  were  left  in 
the  neatest  order ;  the  latter  being  consijeralily  extensive  and  in  hi>;h  cnltuie,  will  he  no  small 
addition  to  the  comfort  of  the  American  oflieers  who  succeed  ihis  summer. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  fjieatest  respect, 

"  1'.  Kl  MKK." 
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L.  H.  I'koctdk  writes  lluil,  "  W  lit- n  the  Siipicnie  Court  and  Court  of  Cliaucery 
of  the  state  began  to  Imlil  their  sittings  in  Albany,  attracting;  to  it  Ilie  prcat 
jurists  (if  tiiat  il.iy,  it  was  tlie  custoiii  uf  Si  huyler  to  invite  iheni  in  a  body  to  liis 
mansion.  To  tliese  reeuptioiis — these  '  Meceas  of  the  iiiiiul  ' — came  the  iihis- 
trious  Rent,  and  those  equally  great  and  illustrious  jurists,  John  Jay,  Hroekliolst 
lavingsion  and  John  Lansing;  there,  too,  came  that  modtl  of  all  that  is  vener- 
able in  our  memory,  Abraham  \'an  Wcliteii,  whose  teeniing  elo(|uence  \Aas  Cis- 
eronian,  and  charmed  all  liearts ;  and  the  highly  gifted  Henry,  full  to  abound- 
ing of  every  noble  trait;  and  Hoffman,  that  ingenious,  polished  master  of  the 
advocates'  art,  and  many  others  whose  names  are  written  on  the  scroll  of  legal 
and  judicial  fame." 


JAMES  KENT 


CIlA.\Li:i.l.OK    III-    IIIK   .^lAll     (il-    Nl.W    YORK 

Aiitobioi:;ra/^hical  Skftc)i 

"  Ni;\\  \'(iKK,  October  6,  iS.'S. 
"Df.ak  Sir: 

"  \'our  very  kind  letter  of  the  15111  nit.  was  received,  and  also  your  argu- 
ment ill  the  case  of  Ivey  vs.  I'inson.  1  have  read  the  pamiihlel  with  much  in- 
terest and  pleasure.  It  is  coinposeil  with  masterly  ability.  ( If  this  there  can  be 
no  doubt ;  and  without  presuming  to  give  any  opinion  on  a  great  case  still  stih 
Jiiilice,  and  only  argued  before  me  on  one  side,  I  beg  lea\e  to  express  my  high- 
est respect  for  the  huv,  re.isoning  and  doctrine  of  the  argument,  and  my  admi- 
ration of  the  spirit  and  elocinence  which  animate  it.  .My  attention  was  very 
much  I'lxed  tm  the  prrns.il;  and  if  there  be  an)  lawyer  in  this  sl.ite  who  can 
write  a  better  argument  in  aiiv  jioint  of  view,  I  have  not  the  honor  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

".\s  to  the  rest  of  your  letu-r,  concerning  in\-  lil'e  and  studies,  I  hardl\'  know 
wliat  to  say  or  do.  \'oiir  k-lter  and  argument  and  (  haracter  and  name,  have  im- 
pressed me  so  favorably  that  1  I'eel  every  disposition  to  oblige  you  if  il  be  not 
too  much  at  my  own  expense.  .M)'  attainments  are  of  too  ordinary  a  character, 
and  far  too  limited,  to  provoke  such  curiosity.  I  have  had  nothing  more  to  aid 
me  in  my  life  than  plain  method,  prudence,  temiierance,  and  steady,  ]ierseveriug 
diligence.      My  diligence  was  more  remarkable  tor  being  steady  and  uniform 
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tluiii  for  the  dtgrce  o{  it,  which  never  was  uxcfssive,  so  as  to  impair  my  heahli 
or  eyes,  or  |)reveiil  ail  kinds  of  innocent  and  lively  recreation. 

"1  would  now  ventine  to  state  brielly,  hut  very  frankly,  and  at  your  spei  ial 
desire,  somewhat  of  the  course  and  |)rogress  of  my  studious  lile.  I  know  you 
cannot  lint  smile  at  times  at  my  simplicity,  hut  I  commit  myself  to  your'in- 
dulj;ence  and  honor. 

"  I  was  educated  at  \ale  c:ollege,  and  gradnatetl  in  17S1.      1  stood  as  well  as 
any  in  my  class;   hut  the  test  of  scholarship  at  that  day  was  contemptible.      I 
was  only  a  ve-y  inferior  classical  scholar,  and  we  were  not  reipiired,  and  to  this 
day  I  never  looked  into  any  (Ireek  hook  but  the  New  Testament,     ^]y  favorite 
studies  were  i,'e'o-raphy,  hisi,iry.    poetry,    belles-lettres,    etc.       When  the  col- 
leye  was  broken   up  and  dispersed  in  July,  1779,  by  the  llriiisli,  I  retired  to  a 
country  village;  and    fnidin.-    I'.lackstone's  Counnentaries,  1   read  the  four  vol- 
umes.     I'aris  of  the  work  struck  my  tasie,  and  the  work  inspired  me  at  the  age 
of  si.xteen   with  awe,  and   I   fomlly  determined  to  he  a  lawyer.      In  November, 
lySr,  I  was  placed   by  my  fuller  with  Juilge  l!ens(ui,  who  was  then  Attorney- 
General  at  I'oughkeepsie,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and  in  my  native  county 
of  Dutchess.      Here  I  entered  the  law,  and  was  the  most  mc.dest,  steady,  indus- 
tri.uis,  student  that  such  a  place  ever  saw.      I  read  the  following  works :'  (Irolius 
and  I'lilTendorf,  in  large  foli.,s,  and  made  copious  extra,  ts.     My  fellow-students, 
who  were  more  gay  and  gallant,  thought  me  very  (,dd  and  didl  in  my  tastes  ;  but 
out  of  live  of  them,  four  died  in  middle  life  drunkar  Is.      I  was  free  from  all  dis- 
sipation, and   chaste  and    pure,  as   virgin  snow.      1  had  never  danced  or  played 
cards,  or  sported   with   a  gun   or  drunk   anything   but  water.     In  1782  I  read 
Smollett's    History    of  Kughuul,  and    pr..cure.l   at    a    farmer's    house,  where'  I 
boarded,  Rapin's  fa  huge  folio)  and   read    it  through,  and   I  found  during  the 
course  of  the  last  sinmner  among  my  pa|,ers  my  MSS.  abridgement  of  Rapin's 
dissertation   on   the  laws  and  customs  of  the  Anglo-Saxons.      I  abridged  Hale's 
History  of  the  Common  LaM  ,  and  the  okl  books  of  Practice,  and  read  parts  of 
Blackstone  again  and  again.     The  same  year  I  pri.curcd  I  fume's  I  listory  of  I'.ng- 
Innd,  and  his  profound  relkctions  and  admirable  eloquence  struck  most  deeply 
on   my  youtht-ul  mind.     1  extracted  the  most  admirable  parts  and  made  several 
volumes  of  MSS.      I  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  January. 
1785.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  then  married  without  one  cent  of  j.roperty  •' 
for  my  education  exhausted  all  my  father's  resources,  and  left  me  in  debt  <;40oi 
which   it  took   me  two  or  three  years  to  discharge.     Why  did  I  marry?     I  an- 
swer,_at    the  farmer's  house  where  I   boarded,  one  of  his  daughters,  a  little, 
mo<lest,  lovely  girl  o:  lourteen,  gradually  caught  my  attention,  and  insensibly 
stole  upon  my  affections  ;  and  before  I  thought  of  love,  or  knew  what  it  was,  I 
was  most  violently  affe.  ted.      I  was  twenty-one  and  my  wife  sixteen,  when  we 
married  ;   and  that  charming  ami  lovely  girl  has  been  the  idol  and  solace  of  my 
lite,  and   is  now  with  me  in  my  ofifice,  uncon.scious  that  I  am  writing  this  con- 
cerning her.     AVe  have  both  had  perfect  health  ami  the  most  pcrfe.  t  and  unal- 
loyed domestic  happiness,  and  are  both  as  well  now.  and  in  as  good  spirits,  as 
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wlu'ii  we  married.      We  liave  tliree  adult  cliildreii.      My  son  lives  with  me  ami  is 
iwyer  nl'  execllfiit   sense  and   discretion,  and  of  the   inntsl 


twenty-six,  ,ind  a   l.i 

morals.      My  eldest  ilau^lilcr  is  wi  II  ni.irnei 


li 


with   the   iniiniai  y  of  one  taniil\. 
lives  with  me  and  ns,  mv  little  uh 
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ves  the  ne\l  iloor  to  me. 


nv  of  aee, 
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)■   youngest  daughter  is 


went    lo   housi'ki'eiiing    in    I'oiiglikeeiisie   in  i  7S0,  in  a  Miiall  sinig  collage 


d   there   I  lived  in  (liarmiiiL 


siniplii  ity  lor  eight  )ears. 
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\  jiraciici' 


just 


ahoiit  sufl'icient  to  redeem  me  from  delil,  and  to  maintain  m\  wile  and  esl.ihli^h- 
nu'iit  decenlK,  and  to  suiiply  me  with  books  .ilioul  as  lasl  .is  1  could  re.id  tluin. 
I  hail  neglected,  and  .ilinost  entirely  lorgollen,  my  scanty  knowledge  of  the 
(Ireek  and  Roman  (  lassies,  and  an  a<  ciileni  turned  my  allention  to  them  \ery 
suddenly.  In  i7.S(>,  1  s.iw  Iv  Livingston  (now  ihc  t '<iditicr  for  I  .ouisiana)  and 
he  had  a  pocket  I  lor.ice,  and  read  some  p.iss.igcs  lo  me  at  some  ofliie,  and 
poll.!' 1  out  their  lieauties,  assuming  that  I  well  undeisloo<l  i.alin.  1  said  nolh- 
ilig,  hut  was  stung  with  sli.ime  and  morlilication  ;  for  1  h.id  foigollen  e\eii  my 
Greek  letters.  1  purchased  imnu'di.ilely  Horace  and  Virgil,  a  diclionar)  and 
gramm.ir,  and  the  'IVsl.iment,  and  formed  my  lesolution  luomptl}  and  decidedly 
to  recover  the  losi  Linguages. 

"1  studied  in  my  little  collage  mornings,  and  dedicated  one  hour  to  ( Jrcck 
and  aiuiiher  to  Latin  daily.  1  soon  increased  it  to  two  for  eai  h  tongue  in  ihe 
tueiily  four  hours.  My  adiiiaintaiu  e  with  the  l.mguages  inerc.ised  rajjidly. 
After  I  IkuI  icuI  iioiate  and  \  ngil,  I  tumid  to  Liv\  for  the  first  lime  in  my 
life;  and  ilicr  1  h.id  construed  the  ("ireek  'restamenl.  I  look  up  the  Iliad,  and  1 
c.iii  h.iiiliv  dcM'rihe  to  this  d.iy  the  enlluisiasin  «  ilh  uhii  h  I  jierseveringly  read 
and  studied  in  the  (irigin.ds,  l.ivy  and  the  lli.ul.  It  gave  me  ins])iralion.  1 
purchased  a  I'lcinh  I  )ictionary  and  gr.iinin.n,  ,ind  began  l''rei:.h,  and  gave  an 
hour  lo  that  language  daily.  I  .ippropri.iled  the  business  ]).ul  of  the  day  to  law, 
and  read  Coke  and  L\ltlclon,  1  m.ide  co]iioiis  notes.  1  devoted  evenings  lo 
English  l.ilciature,  in  cmnpanv  with  my  wile.  I'rom  178810  1  7<jS,  I  steadily 
divided  the  t\.[\  into  live  puts,  and  allotted  lliem  to  (ir(,k,  Latin,  l,u\  .ind 
business,  .ind  l'ren<h  and  I'aiglish  varied  liler.iture.  I  in.istered  the  best  of  llie 
Greek,  l.,iliii  ,iud  i'reiK  h  chissics,  as  well  as  ihe  licsl  hiciKhand  Lnglish  l.iw 
books  al  hand.  1  read  Machi.ivel  and  all  the  collaleial  br.uiches  of  I'jiglish 
Hislorv,  such  as  l.vtlleton's  Ileiir\  tlie  .Second,  li, icon's  Henry  the  Sevenlh, 
Lord  ('l.iienilon  on  the  Gre.it  Rebellion,  etc.  I  even  sent  to  Laigland  as  i-.irly 
as  1790,  for  W'arburton's  Divine  l.egition  and  the  l.iisi.ul. 

"  My  library,  which  siarled  from  nolhing,  grew  with  mv  growing,  and  il  h.is 
now  , ill, lined  lo  upwaids  o|  three  Ihous.ind  vcIiuik's  ;  .ind  it  is  prell)'  well 
selected,  for  there  is  scarcely  a  work,  aiilhorily  or  doi  iimeni,  referred  lo  in  the 
three  volumes  of  mv  commenlaries,  but  «hal  has  a  phu  e  in  my  own  library. 
Next  to  mv  wile,  my  library  li.is  been  the  source  of  my  grc.ilesl  pleasure  ,ind 
(ievoled  allachmelit. 

"The  year  1  79,?  was  anollier  er.i  in  mv  ble.  I  removed  Irom  l'oughke<i)sie  to 
the  (iiy  of  New  \'ork,  wiili  wiiii  h  1  h.iil  beciime  well  .icinuiinled  ;  and  1  wanted 
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to  net   lid   „f  the  iiunmbniiuf   ,,f  ,,   ,l.ill   law  paitMn-  al  I'oiiglikeepsu-       Hut 

llu.Uf^ii    I    l,,„l    iHvn   HI    |„.ulu  f   inne   yrais,  1    i,.ul  a..|„i,c,!  vriy  liitlc  pn.pnly' 

My  lminl;,rc-  .ni.l    lihi.iiy  u civ  very  s.ani,  ami   I   ha.l   iu,l    live  Inin.lir.l  ,|„lla. 


fxlni  ,M  iho  w.Ml.l.  Hut  1  uual  „„tlHMg,  and  cau.c  t.,  the  ,uv  w,th  a  ^,H,.1 
.hararter,  aiul  with  a  scliulai's  iqmlal,.,i,.  My  iKwspape,  '  u ,  ,n„^s\„ul 
spcf.  hes  II,  the  As.c-i,iMy  had  ^nm  iiic  s„inc  n,,tuii,-t\,  1  ,|„  nut  believe  ,i,v 
liuinan  being  eve.  lived  with  nio.e  pure  ami  pel  le,  I  .Kmiestie  lep„se  and  su„- 
pli(  it\-  anil  hapimiess  than  1  did  r,,i-  iheM'  nine  \eai-,. 

•■iwas  app.,int.,l  l',,,less.,i  ,,|  l.aain  ( •nininbia  (  \,llege  late  in  ,  79  ,  and 
diis  drew  me  to  deeper  legal  UMauluv  1  ,,,,,1  tlial  Near  in  the  oi'iginal 
Hynkeishuek,  (^iiiiieliliaii.  and  Cueio  ilul,.i,.al  u,„ks,  beside  repmleis'  and 
<ligesls,  an.l  began  the  e,.mp,lal,ui.  ,,|  law  I.Miiiev  |  ,,,,d  a  ..nii.se  in  , -.^  ,  ,„ 
•795  I"  ^duHit  h.ilv  geiilleiiieii  of  the  liist  rank  111  lheell^.  r!;,-y  weievei'y  uell 
iveeived,  Imt  1  i^ue  long  sinee  ihseoveied  tllem  to  have  been  slight  ami  liaMv 
l"'"'"*^"""^-  '  ^^■"  -'  i'"l"'''l  l.'l-s  to  tea,  I,  me  p,,.,  ,Mon.  |  dropped  tlie 
eonrse  alter  one  term,  ami  soon  beraiiie  eonsiderably  involved  in  business  ■  but 
was  iieNer  loud  ,,|,  nor  imieh  distinguished  in.  the  <  ,mleiui„ns  of  the  bar 

•'  '  ''■"'  "Mmueme,!  ni  17X6  to  be  a  zealous  Fedeiabsl.  I  read  eveilhiiiu  on 
P"lm.s.  1  gol  the  Ke.leial.st  almost  by  heart,  and  beeamc  intimate  wul,  llnml- 
U.ii.  1  -'nteieduith  a, dor  into  the  federal  poiitKS  against  Fiaiiee  in  ,7,,,.  ,„d 
...)■  iiosldily  ,u  the  liemh  demo,  laey,  and  to  the  Fien.  h  power,  beu'with 
strong  pulsation  ,loun  to  ,l,e  battle  of  Waterloo.      N„w  vou  have  my  polities 

"  I  lud  exeellent  heallh,  „wmg  ,0  ,he  love  of  simple  diet,  and  to'all  kind,  of 

UMnperanee    and    never   read    late  at    ingi,,.      |  ,,nnbled  .lailv  w„h  mv  wite  over 

!''■   iHlls.      Ueweie  never  asunder.      In    ,7,5  ue  nude  a  voyage  to  the  lakes-   . 

,     "'^';  "'"'  *  ''""i'l.Nu.      In   ,7,7  we  ,,,„  .,ver  the  si.x  New  Knglaml  States       .\s 

was  born  and    nourished    ,u  mv  boMsh  da,s  among  ,!,..  I  hghlands  e.ist  of  the 

U'lsmi        h.ive   always  loved    nu.d   wild  seenery  ;   ami  the  sight  of  nioim- 

l.niis,  hills,  woo.ls   and   streams,  alwav .  euehanted    nic.  and  ,h,es  still       This  is 

<"V,iig,  m  part,  to  eaily  assoei.ition.  ami  ,s  one  seeie,  of  my  umtoim  health  and 
^l.cer  nlne.s.  In  ,7,0,  1  l,..g.,u  my  o.lieial  l„e.  It  came  upon  me  entirely  mi- 
M.   e.ted   and    nnespeeled.       In  FebruaM,   ,7,.,  (;,.,,,,,  Jav  wrote  me  a  l:ter 

M...mg  that  , he  o.liee  of  ^l,,s,er  III  ('haneeiv  u,,s  vae.uit.  and  wished  to  know 
--lidentially    whether    I    would    ae.ept.      |    wrote   a    very    respee.lul.  but    ve.v 

!;;;■ '•"':"'■'■•       ""--l-llwas temtoai.eptol    the  ofhee  if  appoim-d' 

lhes..meday  I  reeeived  Hm  apiiomlment,  and  u..s  astonished  to  le.unthat  tl  ere 

wore  sixteen  professed  ,,pp|n  ants,  a s.ip, „ed.      This  o.fu  e  gave  me  almost 

•'  ;""";'l'"l,v  -t  tlu'  business,  for  there  w.is  bu,  ,u,e  master  in  New  \'ork  The 
.. Hiee  kept  me  ,11  pretty  .letails  au.l  outdoor  .omeriis,  bn,  was  pioluable.  |„ 
Ma-vh,    ,y„7,    ,    w.is    appointed    Keeorder    o,     New   York.      This  was    .lo.ie  at 

Allui.)^  and  without  mv  km,wlege   that    the  ,,,,ne  was  even  vaeaiit,  or  expeete. 

'.;''"•■       ""-''"■^'    '    l-'l    "^  ■<  -s   -be  appointiiiem  uneed  in  the  papers 

us  was  very  gr.Uilynig  ,0  me,  b.^ause  a  was  a  judieial  olti.e,  and  1  ,h.   igit  it 
would,  relieve  me  Ironi  the  drudgery  of  pr.ie.ice,  and  «ive,ne  a  way  of  displ  ying 
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wluit  I  knew,  and  of  being  useful  entirely  to  my  taste.  I  pursued  my  studies 
with  increased  applieatidu,  and  enlarged  my  law  library  very  mutli.  Hut  I  was 
overwhelmed  with  office  business,  for  the  governor  allowed  me  to  retain  tiie  other 
oftire,  .\nt\  to  these  joint  duties,  and  counsel  business  in  the  Supreme  Court,  1 
made  a  great  deal  of  money  that  year.  In  February,  i"<j<S,  1  was  offered  by 
Tiovernor  Jay,  and  accepted,  the  office  of  youngest  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  'I'his  was  the  summit  of  my  ambition.  My  object  was  to  retire  back  to 
I'ouyiikeepsie  and  resume  my  studies,  and  ride  the  Circuits,  and  inliale  the 
coiuilry  air,  and  enjoy  otiiim  (Km  (/ii^ii/'tii/r.  I  never  dreamed  of  volmnes  of 
reports  and  written  opinions.  Such  things  were  not  then  thought  of.  1  retired 
back  t.)  i'ouglikeepsie  in  the  spring  of  i  798,  and  in  that  summer  rode  over  tiie 
western  wilderness,  and  was  deliglued.  I  returned  liome,  and  began  ni)'  Creek 
and  Latin,  l''rench,  lMit;li.ih  and  law  classics  as  formerly,  and  made  w(jnderful 
progress  in  bouks  that  )ear. 

'■  III  1799  I  w.is  obliged  to  nio\e  to  Albany,  in  order  that  I  might  not  be  too 
niMch  troni  home;  and  there  1  remained  st.itionary  lor  Iweuly-four  yeais. 
\\'lien  1  came  to  the  bench  there  were  no  reports  or  state  precedents.  The 
opinions  from  the  bene  h  were  delivered  ore  fniiis.  AVe  had  no  law  of  our  own, 
and  nobody  knew  what  it  was.  I  fust  inimiluced  a  thorougli  examination  of 
cases,  and  written  oiiiuions.  In  January,  1799,  the  secon<l  case  re[)orted  in 
fust  Johnson  cases,  of  Ludlow  vs.  Dale,  is  a  sample  of  the  earliest.  The 
judges  when  we  niel,  all  assumed  tliat  foreign  senteiues  were  only  good //////ir 
facie.  I  presented  and  read  my  written  opinion,  that  they  were  conclusive,  and 
tliey  all  ga\e  up  to  me,  and  so  I  read  it  in  Court  as  it  now  stands.  This  was 
the  commencement  of  a  new  plan,  and  then  w.is  laid  the  fust  stcjue  in  tlie  sub- 
sequently erected  tem[)le  of  our  juris[)rudence.  lietween  that  time  and  1804  I 
rode  my  spare  time  of  circuits  and  attended  all  th*;  terms,  ami  was  riever  ab- 
sent, and  was  always  re.ul\'  in  e\ery  ease  by  the  day. 

"  I  read  in  that  time  \'attel  and  iMuengon,  and  completely  abridged  the 
latter,  and  made  copious  digests  of  all  the  new  I'-nglisli  reports  and  treatises  as 
they  c.une  out,  I  made  nuicli  use  of  the  Cori)Us  Juris,  and  as  the  judges 
(  Liviiii^stoii  excepted)  knew  nothing  of  French  or  civil  law,  1  had  an  immense 
advantage  over  them.  I  could  generally  put  my  brethren  to  rout,  and  carry 
my  point,  by  my  mysterious  wand  of  French  and  civil  law.  The  judges  were 
republicans  .mil  very  kindly  disposed  to  everything  that  w.is  I'reiuh  ;  and  this 
enabled  me,  without  exciting  any  alarm  or  jealousy,  to  make  free  use  of  such 
authorities,  ami  thereby  enrich  our  commercial  law.  1  gradu.ill)-  acipiiied 
])roper  directing  intluence  with  my  brethren,  and  the  volumes  in  Johnson,  alter 
1  became  judge  in  1804,  show  it.  The  first  jjractice  was  for  eac:h  judge  to  give 
his  portion  of  the  oi)inions  when  we  all  agreed,  but  that  gradually  fell  off,  and 
for  the  two  or  three  last  years  before  I  left  tl\e  bem  h,  I  gave  the  most  of  them.  1 
remember  that  in  the  eighth  Johnson  all  the  opinions  for  one  term  aie  '  I'er 
Curiam.'  The  fact  is,  I  wrote  them  all,  and  proposed  tliat  course  toavciid  excit- 
ing jealousv  ;  and  many  '  I'er  Curiam  '  opinions  are  inserted  for  that  reason. 
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"  Many  (,f  the  rases  decided  during  llie  sixteen  years  I  was  in  ilie  Sujirenie 
Conn  were  labored  by  me  in„.:t  uninerciliilly  ;  but  it  was  necessary  under  tlie 
circinnstauces,  to  subdue  oppusilion.  We  bad  jjut  leu-  American  precedei.ls, 
our  judges  were  democratic,  auil  my  brotlier  Spencer  i)articuiarly,  of  a  \hm', 
vigorous,  dogmatic  mind,  and  overbearing  manner.  ICuglish  aiulu.riiies  did 
not  stand  very  liigii  in  tlu.se  feverish  times,  au.l  this  le.j  me  a  hundred  linus  t,. 
attempt  to  bear  (h.wn  opposition,  or  sliamc  it,  by  exhausting  researcli  and  ..ver- 
whehiiing  authority.  Our  jurisprudence  was  probably  on  the  whole  improved 
by  II.  My  unnd  certainly  waS  ivused,  and  was  always  kept  ardent  and  ii.ll,„n,d 
b)'  Collision. 

"In  1814  I  was  appointed  Chancellor.  The  office  1  took  with  oui.siderable 
reluctance.  It  had  had  no  c  harms.  The  pers,,n  who  left  it  was  slnpi.l  and  it 
IS  a  curujus  fact  that,  for  the  nine  years  1  uas  in  that  office,  there  was  not  a  single 
decision,  opinion  or  dicium  of  either  of  my  predecessors-Livinyston  and 
Lansing,  Irom  1777  to  1S14,  cited  to  me,  or  even  suggested.  I  took  the  Court  as 
if  it  had  been  a  new  instiltition,  and  r.ever  bef(,re  known  in  the  United  .Slates 
I  had  n<,thiug  to  guide  me,  and  was  left  at  liberty  to  assume  such  I'uglish  chancery 
practice  and  jurisdiction  as  I  thought  applicable  under  our  oM.stituticm. 

"This  gave  me  grand  scope  an.l  1  was  oulv  checked  bv  the  revision  of  the 
Senate  as  a  Court  of  Errors.  I  opene.l  the  gales  of  the  Court  immediately  an,l 
admitted,  almost  gratuitously,  the  lirst  year,  eighty-live  c.Hinsellois  ;  though  1 
louud  there  lia<l  not  been  but  thirteen  admitted  for  thirleeii  years  before  j'iusi 
ness  llowed  in  with  a  npi.l  tide.  The  result  appears  m  the  Seven  Volumes  of 
Johnson's  C  hancery  Re))nrts. 

"  .My  course  of  study  in  equity-jurisprudence  was  very  confined  to  the  topic 
ehe.ted  by  the  cases.  I  lu,l  previously  read,  of  course,  the  modern  equity  re- 
p.>ris  down  to  the  time;  and,  of  course,  I  read  all  the  new  ones  as  fast  as  I  c'oul.l 
procure  them.  I  remember  reading  J'eer  William's  as  early  as  ij.ja,  and  I  ma.le 
a  digest  of  the  leading  doctrines.  The  business  of  the  Court  of  Chancerv  op 
pressed  me  very  much  but  I  took  mydailye.xerci.se  and  mv  v.arly  debghilnl 
country  rides  among  the  CalskiU  or  the  Vermont  monnlains.  with  my  wife  and 
I  kept  up  my  heallh  and  spirits.  I  always  look  up  the  cases  in  their  order'  aiul 
never  left  one  until  I  had  linishe.l  it.  'J'his  was  only  doing  one  thing  at  a  lime 
My  practice  was  first  to  make  myself  perfectly  and  accurately  ( malhemalii  ally 

accurate)  acquainted  with  the  fads.      It  was  done  by  abridging  the  bills  : ,l,e 

answers,  and  then  the  depositions;  and  by  the  time  I  had  done  this  slow  and 
tedious  process,  I  was  master  of  the  case,  and  rea.lv  to  decide  ii  I  s,w  where 
IMStice  lay  and  the  moral  sense  .lecided  the  case  half  the  time.  .And  then  I  sat 
down  to  search  the  authorities  until  I  ha.l  exhausted  mv  books;  and  I  might 
once  in  a  while,  be  embarrassed  by  a  technical  rule,  but  I  almost  alwavs  fouiul 
prmcipals  suited  to  my  views  of  the  case,  and  my  object  was  so  to  dis.uss  the 
pomt  as  never  to  be  te.ased  with  it  again,  and  to  anticipate  an  angry  and  vexa- 
tious appeal  to  a  popular  tribunal  by  disapiK.inted  counsel. 

"  During  the.se  years  at  Albany  I  read  a  great  deal  of  Kuylisl,  literature,  but 
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not  witli  the  discipline  of  my  former  division  of  time.  The  avocations  of  busi- 
ness wouhl  not  permit  it.  I  had  dropped  the  Cireek,  as  it  litirt  my  eyes.  I  per- 
severed in  Latin,  and  used  to  read  \'irgil,  Horace,  and  some  of  tliem  annually. 
1  iiave  read  Juvenal,  Horace  and  ^'irgil,  eight  or  ten  times.  I  read  a  great  deal 
in  i'dtliier's  works,  and  always  consulted  him  when  applicabU-.  I  read  tiie  Edin- 
burgii  and  (Quarterly  Reviews  and  American  Registers  tf/i  initio  and  tliorotighly, 
and  voyages  and  travels,  and  the  Waverly  Novels,  etc.,  as  other  folks  did.  I  have 
always  been  excessively  f(jnd  of  voyages  and  travels. 

"  In  iS2_5  a  solemn  era  in  my  life  ha<l  arrived.  I  retired  from  ihe  office  at 
the  age  of  sixty,  and  then  immediately,  with  my  son,  visited  the  Eastern  Slates. 
On  my  return,  the  solicitude  of  my  private  oflice  and  the  new  dynasty  did  not 
please  me.  I  besides  would  want  income  to  live  as  I  had  been  accustomed.  My 
eldest  daughter  was  prt)S])erously  settled  in  New  W/ik,  and  I  resolved  to  move 
away  from  Albany,  and  ventured  to  come  down  to  New  York,  and  be  chamber 
counsel  ;  and  the  Trustees  of  Colimibia  College  immediately  tendered  me  again 
the  old  office  of  Professor,  which  had  been  dormant  from  1795.  It  had  no 
salary,  but  I  nnist  do  something  for  a  living,  and  I  undertook  (but  exceedingly 
against  my  inclination)  to  write  and  deliver  law  Ucturts.  In  the  two  characters 
of  chamber  counsellor  and  college  lecturer,  I  succeeded  b\  steady  perseverance, 
l;eyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations;  and,  upon  ilic  uiiule,  the  five  years  I 
have  lived  here  in  this  city  since  1823,  have  been  h.ippy  nul  pros])erous.  I  have 
introduced  my  son  into  good  business  and  I  live  aside  of  my  ilaughter,  and  take 
excursions  every  summer  witii  my  wife  and  daughter  all  over  the  country.  I 
have  been  twice  with  them  to  Canada,  and  we  go  in  every  direction.  I  never 
had  better  health.  1  walk  the  ISattery  uiiit'ormly  before  breakfast.  1  give  a  great 
many  written  opinions;  and  having  got  heartily  tired  of  lecturing,  I  abandoned 
it,  and  it  was  my  son  tliat  pressed  me  to  prepue  a  volume  of  the  lectures  for  the 
])ress.  I  h.ul  no  idea  of  publishing  them  when  I  delivereil  them.  I  wrote  anew 
one  volume  and  published  it  as  you  know.  'I'liis  led  me  to  remodel  and  enlarge, 
and  now  the  third  vohnne  will  be  out  in  a  few  days;  and  1  am  obliged  to  write 
a  fourth  to  complete  my  plan. 

"My  re.iiliug  is  now,  as  you  may  suppose,  ([uite  desultory;  but  still  I  read 
with  as  mui  h  zest  and  jileasure  as  ever.  I  was  never  more  engaged  in  my  life 
than  during  the  last  sumnier.  1  aecejjted  the  trust  of  Receiver  to  the  Eranklin 
(insolvent)  liauk,  and  it  has  occupied,  and  jierplexed  me  daily;  and  I  had  to 
write  part  of  the  third  v(jluine,  and  search  btxiks  a  good  ileal,  for  that  very  ob- 
ject, and  I  have  revised  the  ])roof  sheets.  If  I  had  a  convenient  o|i])()rtunity 
(though  1  do  not  see  how  1  can  have  one)  I  would  semi  the  third  volume  out  to 
you. 

"  Vour  suggestion  of  an  e([uity  treatise  contains  a  noble  outline  of  a  great  and 
useful  work  ;  but  I  cannot  and  will  not  enter  on  such  a  task.  I  have  much  more 
to  lose  than  to  gain,  and  I  am  ipiile  tired  of  e([uity  law.  1  have  done  my  part. 
I  choose  to  live  now  at  my  ease,  and  to  be  prepared  for  the  a|)proaching  infirmi- 
ties of  ol<l  age. 
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"Oil  .oviewing  what  I  have  written,  I  had  thought  of  burning  it.  I  speak 
of  myself  so  entirely,  and  it  is  entirely  against  my  habit  or  taste.  But  I  see  no 
other  way  fairly  to  meet  your  desires. 

"I  am  witii  great  respect  and  good  wishes, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  Jamics  Kknt. 
"To 

"  Thomas  Washington, 

"Nashville,  Tennessee." 


i 


"  In  tiie  year  1828,  tiie  late  Thomas  Washington,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of 
tiie  Bar  of  Tennessee,  and  a  warm  admirer  of  Chancellor  Kent,  wrote  to  the 
latter,  enclosing  a  very  elaborate  arginiient  of  iiis  own,  and  re([iiesting  to  be 
favored  with  a  familiar  account  of  iiis  life,  studious  haljils,  etc.  This  recjuest 
was  complied  witii."     The  above  atitobiograiiiucal  skelcli  was  tlie  result. 

"The  e.\-Clianrellor  was  then  (A.  I).  1828)  in  his  sixty  sixth  year,  and  was 
a  resident  of  New  York  City,  engaged  in  the  revision  and  jiublication  of  his 
Columbia  College  Law  Lectures,  inuler  the  title  of  'Commentaries  on  American 
Law,'  a  work  destined  to  become  the  standard  elenientar_\-  text-book  of  the  Ameri- 
can law  student,  as  well  as  an  imperishable  monument  of  the  author's  just  and 
well  merited  fame." 

James  Kent  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  on  the  31st  of  (uly, 
1763;  he  died  in  1847,  at  his  residence  No.  68  Greenwich  street.  New  York. 
The  house  is  still  standing. 
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"  His  f.itlier,  Wiliiani  Livingston  (one  of  tlic  mist  distinnnislud  niemliers  of 
lli.it  family,  which  coiitiiliuteil  so  many  ie|iiesentative  men  )  settled  in  New  Jersey 
111  177;,,  served  in  the  lirst  Cuntilieiital  Congress  in  1774,  and  as  the  (lovernor 
of  New  Jersey  in  1776. 

"He  left  college  ii'  New  Jersey  (Princeton)  at  the  ai^e  of  nineteen;  was  on 
the  staff  of  Cieneral  Schuyler  in  the  northern  deiiarlnieiit,  with  Si.  ('l.iir  at  the 
f.dl  of 'l'iconderoi;a,  and  subsei|iiently  an  aide  to  Ariiolil  in  the  battle  of  Sarato_ua, 
and  at  ]iar,:;oyiie's  surrender  with  staff  rank  of  lienlenant-colonel. 

"In  1779  lie  .lecompaiiied,  as  secretary,  his  brolher-in  law,  Jcihii  Jay,  then 
Minister  to  Sp.iin.  Returning;  in  17SJ,  was  ta]itiired  by  a  liritish  cruiser,  ami 
imprisoned  in  Ni.'w  \'ork,  but  released  when  Sir  (Iiiy  ('arlelon  assumed  command. 
.\  inenilier  of  the  .\e\v  York  1  .e^isl.iture  in  1 78,S  and  1800,  and  a  trustee  of 
('ohiiiil)i.i  Collei^e.  lie  practiced  law,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Su]iienie  C'oiirl  of  New  \'ork  in  1S02,  and  November,  1S06,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  rniled  States  Court,  which  he  relaineil  until  his  death.  The  selection 
of  him  as  a  Regent  of  the  New  York  University  in  178.1,  and  the  degree  of 
1,1,     1).  from  Harvard  in  iSiS.  were  among  the  tributes  accorded  to  his  talents. 

"  He  in.irried  three  times,  and  left  a  large  family  of  children." 

J'Atract  fruin  "  'I'he  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,"  by  John  Sc11I'V1.i;k.  Secretary. 
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CHAPTER  XVr 


CATIIAKINK    VAN    KDNssKI.AF.R 

(A/rs.  Philip  Sihiiyln- ) 

TiiK  following  sketch  was  written  l,y  her  ),nn,gc.st  (laughter,  Catharine,  the 
C'lodchiUI  of  Washington  : 

"  My  motiier,  a  grcat-great-great  granddaughter  of  the  first  J'atrooii  (,f  Kens- 
selacrwyck,  was   the  only   daughter  of  John  \an  Rensselaer  of  ihe  ( i.eenbnsh 
manor  house,  and  his  wife  Angelica  Livingston.     Sjie  was  horn  in  the  •  Crailo' 
(see  chapter   II.)   on   November  4th,  1734.     She  was  a  very  beautiful  woman 
delicate,  but  perfect  in  form  and  feature,  extremely  graceful  m  her  movements 
and  winning  in  Irt  deportment.      iMy  mother  wis  well  educated  ;   and  although 
her  social  iidluence  was  widely  recogni/e.l,  she  was  not  one  to  fill  a  distinguished 
place   in   hi.story.     She  jjossessed  courage  and  prudence  in  a  great  degree,  but 
these  were  e.xerted  only  in  her  domestic  sphere.     At  the  head  of  a  large  family 
of  <:hildren  and  .servants,  her  management  was  so  excellent  that  everytliing  went 
"11  with  a  regularity  which  appeared  spontaneous.      A  most  devoted  wife-many 
happy  years  di.l  my  father  and  she  live  together;   a  tender  mother,  a  constant 
friend,  a  kind  nnslress,  prudent  in  conversation,  and  charitable  to  all,  she  is  re- 
meinbeie,!    by   the  few  that  can   have  any  recollection  of  her  with  esteem  and 
regard. 

"Her  f.ither  was  a  patriot  in  our  Revolutionary  .stnmgle—a  man  of  un- 
l"miule,l  hnspitaliiy,  whose  kin.lne.ss  and  forbearance  .luring  that  period  in  not 
e.xactmg  rent  from  his  tenants,  was  the  incipient  step  to  aiiii-ientism. 

"  I'erha|)s  I  may  relate  of  my  mother,  as  a  judicious  act  of  kindness  in  her, 
that  she  not  unfre.iuenily  sent  a  milch  cow  to  persons  in  poverty. 

"  When  the  Continental  army  was  retreating  before  Hurgoyne,  she  went  up  in 
her  chariot  with  four  Imrses  to  Saratoga,  to  remove  her  household  articles 
While  there  she  received  dire,  tions  fr.)m  fleneral  S,  huyler  to  set  fire  to  his  ex- 
tensive fiel.ls  of  wheat-whi.h  she  di.l  with  her  own  han.ls;  and  to  induce  his 
tenants  an.l  others  to  .1..  the  same  rather  than  suffer  them  to  be  reaped  by  the 
enemy.  She  also  sent  her  horses  on  for  the  use  .,f  the  army,  and  retiirne.l  to 
Albany  on  a  sled  drawn  by  o.xen. 

"  CaTIIARI.NK    \.     K.    CoillKAM-:.        1846." 

"A  few  years  ago,"  writes  J.  Watts  DelVvsier,  -a  beautiful  picture  was  ex- 
hibited ,n  the  National  Aca.lemy  of  Design,  npresenting  Mrs.  (ieneral  Schuy- 
ler setting  fire  to  her  husban.l's  gol.len  fiel.ls  of  ripene.l  main.  Thus  by  the 
•lestruction   of  his  own   crops,  he  set   an  example  which  thencef.jrwar.l  no  one 
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ciiiilil  ifliisc  Id  lolliiw.  riiiis  u  lien  till-  (  CK. lis  ucic  KiliKcil  111  .islics,  ,niil  llic 
IhL-  sliicli  ilnvcn  oil,  |{iiii;m\  iif,  .IS  he  s.ully  rciiiarkcil,  li.nl  In  Innk  Ii.k  k  cvfii 
iirross  llii'siM  III  Ircl.iiicl  iiii-  ilic  dally  iHnirislimriii  i>|  liis  snjilii'is.  'I'lic  Im  i|  lliiis 
li|iiilj;lil  III  ships.  1  iMi  I  rill., mil  u  In  rl  i  ,ii  i  i.il'.i  s,  .illri  .1  ll.insil  nf  iumi  Iv  Inlir 
iluiiis.inil  null's,  w.is  i'IIim  1 11, illy  s|ii|iiiril  ,11 11 1  i,ci.ii.ili/i  il  li\  the  li.iri  iir  I'l  ili  sn- 
l.iliiiii  i)rc|i.ir<'(l  liy  .Scliin  Ici . 

"  .\iiiiil  lliis  SI  riir  111  ilcsiil.ilinii  .iml  all'iii^lil.  llim-  u.is  \rl  m.r  ui'liiili  uliisi' 
|ii(iuil  simil  was  iiiMl.niiilfil.  ll  u.is  llic  i.uh'  nl  (iiiu'ial  .Silmvlcr.  I'lif  (Icii 
cral's  ciiuiilrv  seal  was  ii|ii>ii  Ins  I'slalc  in  Saralii|;M,  slanilini;  u|iiin  ihr  margin  i>l 
iIk'  rivfi .  ( )n  llir  a|i|iiiiai  ll  nl  liiirnny  lu-.  Mis.  .'s(liii\lci  winl  up  in  .Saiali  l'j  In 
li'liluvc  lii'i  (iinnlinr.  Ilrr  caii  i.iLji'  was  allrnili'il  li\'  ,1  sni;;lr  .11  iiinl  iiianiai 
limsflMck.  When  williui  lun  nnlrs  nl  lin  Imusr,  slir  ciiii  mnlriril  .1  iinuil  nl 
pa  nil  si  I'll  kcai  prnplc.  wlin  in  ilnl  In  lirr  llir  Ira;;  11  laic  n  I  Miss  Mi  Cic.i,  ami  ii  p 
ri'si'iilmi;  In  her  llir  ilaiiL;rr  nl  prni  I'nlinj^  l.iillni  In  llii-  laicnl  llii'  i  ii  111' , 
nii;ril  licr  In  u'liiiii.  Slir  ji.iil  \v\  In  pass  lliinn..'li  a  ili-nsf  Imrsl,  williin  wlni  li 
r\fii  llicii  sniiu'  nl  llic  sava^f  linnps  mlijlil  lir  luikm:;  Inr  prrv.  ilnl  In  llicsc 
plliilcnllal  laiimsrls  slu-  unulil  Iml  lislni.  '  Tin'  (iMiiial's  wile,'  slii'  i  \i  laininl, 
'  llllisl  Ilnl   \n-  all  a  111  !  '        \liil,   ]insliini;  Iniuaiil,  slir  ,11  n  inpllshcil  liii   pai  p.  sr. 

"  lii'li  lie  IIh'  man  si  nil  was  f\  ai  nalcil,  Imu  rvn  .  llir  ( 'n  niT.il  liiinsrll  liaii  a  nai 
rou  isi  ape  tiniii  assassinalinn  liy  llir  liainl  nl  a  sa\am-,  wlm  liail  iisiniMiiil 
innist'ir  mill  llu'  liniisc  Inr  ihal  pnipnsr.  Ii  u.is  lIu-  Imni' nl  linll  imr  m  1  lic 
(•vriiiiii;.  ami  wliili'  llir  (Iriinal  uas  pi  rpai  111:.;  In  iililr  Inr  llif  lii^^lil,  llial  .1  Ir 
male  sri\aiil.  ill  1  nmiiii;  in  tinin  llic  liall.  saw  a  f;lc,ini  nl'  liglil  rcllrilcil  lii>in 
tlir  lilailc  nl  a  knife,  in  llic  lianil  nf  smnr  prisiin.  wlmsc  dark  nnllinc  sin-  dis- 
fcincil  liiliiiiil  the  dnnr.  The  scrvani  was  a  lilai  k  hlivc,  who  had  siillii  iciil 
lircsi'iii  c  111  mind  iml  In  .ippcar  In  ha\c  mailr  Ihr  ili-.rn\ii  v.  1 '.issi  111;  d  il  ci  I  iv 
tliriiiij;il  the  dnnr  inlo  llic  .ipailincnl  where  ihe  (  li  iieial  w.is  \  el  slandmi;  near 
the  liieplai  c,  u  illi  an  air  nl'  niii  nm  ei  11  she  pielemli  d  In  .irraiigc  snili  ailii  les  as 
were  dispnsei!  npnii  the  manllepiei  c,  while  in  .111  iiinlerlniic  she  inrniined  her 
niasler  nl"  her  discnscry,  and  said  almid.  'I  u  ill  1  all  ihe  miaiil.'  'I  he  (  hiu  ral 
iiislantlv  sei/ed  his  amis,  while  llic  taillifnl  servant  hnrried  mil  liy  aiiiilli<  r  dnnr 
iiitn  .1  Iniii;  li.ill,  npnii  the  llnnr  nl'  which  la\'  a  Innsc  Imaid  wliicli  criMled  he- 
lleath  the  tread.  H\  the  iimse  she  made  ill  liainpin;;  raiiidl)  upnii  the  h.  .ml, 
the  Indi.in  Inr  sm  h  he  pinxed — was  led  In  siippnse  I  hat  the  I'liilislllus  Wcii; 
iipnii  him  ill  niimliers,  spiani;  linm  his  1  niii  (■alincnl  and  lied.  I  le  uas  piisiied, 
hnwever.  li\'  the  i;iiaid  and  a  tew  IlieiidU'  Indi.ins  .ittaclicd  In  the  peisnii  nl 
(icncral  .'sclinjler,  (ivcrl.ikeii  and  made  piisniier." 

The  I'olluwing  letters  have  never  .ippe.ircd  in  print. 
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•' .\riiANY,  1st  .\i.j;iist,  17S0. 
"  .Maii.wi  ; 

"  I  Willie  a  iinic  II)  I'l.i'ip  r.  I.ansiii);  al  Saraluj^a,  hy  a  Taylor,  wlm  w.is  a  mniitry 
man  uf  iiiiiie,  lei'iMiiineiiiliii).;  Iilii.  In  wnrk  ;  llii'  man  w.is  lakm  up  am!  put  In  ( iaol,  as  an 
I'aiiany,  ami  I  was  iili|i(;i-'l  In  );ivf  'Jail.  Tlir  < 'niii  I  eaiiir  mi,  ami  I  was  1  )isrli.ut,'i'il.  Tliis 
il.iy  il  was  oriliaiil  hy  Diu'tor  SlniifVi,  jeny  K. miliar  .iml  Mr.  UieUiiian  tluil  I  sliiiulil  lie  cou- 
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fintd,  which  1  have  now  nvoidiil  'till  I  beseech  your  Iiillueiicc  with  Jerry  or  Iloctor  Striiifjer, 
not  to  put  MR'  in  prison,  as  my  Weakly  Conslitnlion  is  not  til  lo  luar  Such.  I  have  coniniillfil 
nolhinn  thai  deserves  iin))risoiiiiicnl,  .uul  il  lliey  are  ill  iloiilil  o(  nie,  I  shall  give  tlieiii  Sc- 
ciirily.  The  (icncral  was  once  my  friend.  I  hope,  Madam,  ymi  will  he  mine  also  in  this  and 
Serve  your 

"  .Most  Obt.  Servant, 
"  ''^  "(Iti).  Smviii. 

"  .\Ia1iAM   S(  111  vi  EK. 


"  Niw  \'iiKK,  March  loili,  iSoj. 
"  I  thank  you  my  Hctsy,  for  your  favor  from  Fishkill.  1  linpe  the  subse'iueiu  part  of  your 
journey  has  picved  less  fali^'ueiiit^  than  the  lirst  U\o  da)-.  I  have  anticipated  with  dread  your 
interview  wi  h  your  father.  I  hope  your  prudence  and  fortitude  have  been  a  match  for  your 
sensibility.  Keinemlier  that  the  main  object  of  the  visit  is  to  console  him,  (Cieneral  Schuyler 
on  the  death  of  his  wife  on  the  7th)  that  his  own  burden  is  sullicient,  and  that  it  would  be  too 
nimh  lo  have  it  increased  by  the  sorrows  of  hi>  children. 

".•\rm  yourself  with  resiKiiation.  We  live  in  a  wnrM  full  uf  evil.  In  the  later  period  (,f 
life  misfortunes  thicken  round  iis;  and  our  iliity  and  our  peace  both  le.piire  thai  we  -hould  ac- 
custom ourselves  to  meet  di-a-ters  with  Christian  fortitude. 

"Kiss  KItly  for  me  and  j^ive  my  love  to  .\nt;eliea  and  all  the  liieiuK  and  connections  around 
you. 

"Adieu  my  excelbnt  wife.  Vour  children  are  all  well.  I  write  In  ymir  father  by  this 
opportunity. 

"  A.  II.VMII.TON. 

"Tn 

••  Mrs   II  WIlIT'iN,  at 

"C'.KNKK.M-  Si  Ml-YI-Kk'>,  .\lbany." 


\    I  !  ITKI!    nK    TIIF    RF.VOIfTIO.V 

'  Beloved,  1  am  far  away,  dark  forest-  lull  between 
This  soldier's  tent  and  our  sweet  home  neslliny  in  bowers  green 
liut  thou  are  there  ;   I  send  to  thee  these  weary  deserts  o'er 
My  Catharine  never  failed  in  peace;  fail  not  beloved  in  war. 
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•  .My  tields  thou  knowest  are  white  with  grain,  il  covers  all  llie  land, 
Forget  thy  hand  is  sliglil  and  soft,  I've  work  for  that  small  hand. 
I  trust  no  uiiderlinj;  or  friend,  only  thyself  I  trust 
Go  forth  and  fire  the  wheat,  my  love;  go  burn  il  to  the  dust. 

'The  enemy  arc  pressing  down  the  river  every  day 
That  grain  stands  .all  too  temptingly  thus  ripened  in  their  way. 
Destroy  it  with  unllinching  heart — t'leld,  gran'ry,  stock  and  store, 
The  less  we  leave  of  war  supplies — the  less  we'll  have  of  war. 


'  (lather  the  children  round  ihee,  then,  and  lia.-ten  to  the  town 
'Tis  Hamilton,  my  brave  young  friend,  I  -end  to  guard  thee  down  ; 
.■\nd  give  our  stores  among  the  jioor — they'll  need  them  all,  I  know, 
.\h  1   when  I  ihink  of  them  anil  thee,  ten  limes  more  strong  I  grow. 
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Telham,  X,  v. 
'■  >S5J." 


"Co,„,,osoai,vlu.rt;,v,,l-.;,,,n,l,l,n,.l,ier. 

"IvVlHAUlM..  S,„rv,.,K    li,)l,T0N-. 
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TIIF,  VAX   RENSSFI.AKRS 

0/  the  Miiiur  ,'J  A't'//su-Aifi  :,'Vii- 

"  The  \';in  Reiisst'l.iers  nf  tliu  M.iiun-  di'  Rcii>st;Licru  _\ck  lia\e,  for  over  two 
hiiiulretl  years,  held  an  imiiortant  position  in  the  history  of  America.  Coming, 
as  they  did,  as  founders  of  a  Colonic  who  acknowledged  no  superior  power  on 
this  side  of  the  ocean,  they  were  artiinl  sovereigns  on  tlieir  own  dcniaiiis.      lie 
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"OMNIBUS  EFFULGIO." 
Van    Rensselaer  Arms. 

fore  coming  to  America,  tlie  \'an  Rensselaers  were  people  of  importance  in 
Holland,  respected  and  honored  by  their  countrymen  ;  they  held  many  positions 
of  trust,  and  their  name  t'lgurcil  constantly  as  burgomasters,  councillors,  treas- 
mers,  etc.,  in  many  of  tlie  important  towns  of  their  native  country.  The 
picture  of  James  Van   Rensselaer,  which  still   hangs  in  the  Or|)han  Asylum  at 
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N\kt'ik,  n-piL'sciits  lum  .is  a  jniiklieLT  ur  iioIiIlmikui,  in  tlic  ilistiiigiiishiiig  tlicss 
(if  Ills  class.  OvL'r  the  litMils  ulllic  regents  in  litis  picture  li;ittg  stiiall  sliields  (in 
wliicli  are  (iis])iayt'il  tlieir  coats  of  arms,  making  it  perfectly  (.-asy  to  iileiilily 
loiikheer  \'.m  Renssel.ier,  as  these  arms  are  identiial  with  those  borne  liy  the 
family  at  the  present  day.  .\n  interesting  tradition  with  regard  to  these  arms 
exists,  whicli  however  rests  on  no  reliable  foundation.  It  is  said  that  on  some 
lestive  decision,  a  gr.inil  illumination  was  displayed  in  Holland.  'I'he  \'aii 
Renssel.ier  of  that  day  ordered  large  iron  baskets  (which  represented  his  ( rest  j 
to  be  tilled  with  inllammable  materials,  and  plated  on  the  gate  posts,  house- 
tops, and  e\ir\'  prominent  position  of  both  his  citv  and  country  residences. 
This  was  done  with  such  brilliant  effect,  as  to  call  forth  special  commendation 
from  the  Prince  of  Or.inge,  who,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  linus  when 
favours  were  esteemcil  and  given,  instead  ol  mone)',  (and  the  highest  fa\(iur  was 
an  augmentatiiiii  of  anything  pertaining  to  the  coat  of  aniisj  begged  \'an  Rens- 
selaer to  adopt,  henceforward,  as  his  motto,  '  Omnibus  I'^ffiilgio,'  (I  oulshine  all) 
iiiste.id  of  the  Dutch  niotlo,  lelcrring  to  the  (  ross  on  the  shield  '  Nieman 
Zonder  '  (No  man  without  a  ciossj.  'I'iie  motto  has  been  coiriipled,  and  is 
usually  written  '(Jmnibns  l'"lTiilgior,'  but  it  has  not  been  generally  useii  by 
the  \'aii  Rensselaer  family  of  late  vears,  as  being  too  arrogant  lor  their  simple 
tastes. 

"'I'he  following  extracts  from  a  letter  written  b}'  "'.iigene  Schii\ler  (author  of 
History  of  Russia,  etc..)  were  published  in  the  .\lb.iuy  .\rgus,  September  21st, 
1879;  '1  ueiit  to  .\niersfoort,  to  Nykerk,  ami  to  sever.d  other  towns  in 
{"luelderl.ind.  .\t  Amersfoort,  there  is  a  table  in  the  (!hurcli  of  St.  Joris  or  St. 
C'leorge,  on  which  is  mentioned  the  name  (.f  ILirm.iniis  \'aii  Rensselaer,  as  one 
of  its  Regents  in  i6^(j.  I  )e.  is  ])iell\e(l  to  his  name,  which  may  mean  Dcjclor  of 
Laws,  of  Divinity  or  of  iMedi(  inc.  'I'here  is  also  a  tomb  of  a  Captain  Van 
Rensselaer  who  diecl  of  a  wound  rccei\i'd  at  the  battle  of  Nieiipoit.  This  is 
covered  by  the  wood  lloorini;,  and  is  not  visible. 

"  '  III  the  Orphan  .\sylum  at  Nykerk,  time  is  a  very  fine  picture  of  its  first 
Regents,  ifijS.  The  ])ii  tine  is  p.iinled  by  ilre((  ker,  in  1645.  'i'here  are  two 
iiobleiueii  in  this  jiii  tine,  Jan  or  bih.inncs  \',in  Rensselaer,  and  Nicholas  A'an 
Deleii  ;  one  of  the  four  others  is  Ryckert  \'.iii  Twiller,  the  father  of  W. titer  \'aii 
Twiller,  who  married  the  sister  of  Kili.ieii,  the  fust  I'alroon.  There  are  two 
other  \"an  Renssel.iers  n.micd  among  the  laicr  Regenis.  Rii  hard  in  175.5 — aiul 
Jeremias  in  nSo^. 

"' 'I'he  origin. il  manor  of  the  t'.iinily,  from  which  the  \'an  Rensselaers  took 
their  n.ime,  is  still  called  Reiisstl.ier,  and  is  about  three  miles  southeast  of 
Nvkeik.  It  w.is  originally  a  Redilergoed,  the  possession  of  whicli  conferred 
nobility.  The  l.isi  nieinber  of  the  family  who  bore  the  n.ime  u.is  Jeremias  Van 
Rensselaer,  who  died  in  Nykerk,  .\|>ril  nth,  uSkj.  He  married  Julie  Duval, 
and  had  no  chiklren,  and  in  his  will,  he  stated  that  he  had  no  heirs,  except  the 
\'aii  Rensselaer  family  then  living  in  America. 

"  '  'I'he  estate  of  Reiisselaerwyck  is  now  only  a  farm  ;  all  the  old  buildings  have 
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lately  been  tnken  down-they  nere  covered  with  g.bks  and  w,th  weather.  .,cks 
of  the  arms  and  ae.st  of  ,l,e  fannly,  but  all  have  now  disapoearcd.     There  ,s 
scarcely  a  ciuirch  in  Guelderland  d.at  did  not  have  son,eu-here  the  Van  Kens 
selaer  arms  on  ti,e  tombstones,  either  ah,ne  or  ,|uartered  wuh  others      Tl,e  ex 
act  coat  of  arms  is  a  white  basket  (not  caslle)  with  yellow  flames,  above  a  close.l 
(or  knight's)  hehnel.' 

"  Kiliaen  \,n  Rensselaer,  the  fotuuler  of  d,e  colony  of  Rcn.selaerwyck  ,n 
America,  was  a  man  of  character  aiul  of  substance.  He  was  a  merchant  of 
Anisterdam.  wea  d,y.  aiul  of  h„h  consi.leration.  at  a  time  when  the  merchants 
'"  Holland  had  become,  like  those  of  Italy,  ihe  prin.es  of  the  land.  He  w  .s  a 
proprietor  of  large  estates,  and  a  director  in  ,he  Dutch  West  India  t:omp,my' 
wh.ch  company  having  obtained  a  fonting  ,n  America,  instituted  a  college  of 
nine  commissioners  in  ,62,,  to  take  the  superior  direction  and  charge  of  affairs 
o  New  Netherlaiul.  Kiliaen  X'an  Rensselaer  was  a  member  of  tins  'college  A 
libera  ch  n.er  of  privileges  to  Patroons  was  obtained  from  the  companv,  which 
F-K1..I  lor  lounding  a  landed  and  baronial  aris.ocnicy  n,r  the  Frolin,;  „f  tlie 
Dutch  m  the  New  W  orld. 

-Early   in    ,630     Kihaen    X'an    Rensselaer   sent   an    agent    from    Holland,  to 

ke  his  hist  purchase  of  land,  from  the  Indian  owners,  which  pun  base  was 

auctioned  by  the  authorities  of  the  con,pany  at  New  Antsterdam,  '  who  signed 

>e  Insnument  ami  scled  it  will,  the  .Seal  of  the  New  Netherlands,  in  red  wax  ' 

l^em!;nt"'f  r^  T"  '"'f  '*"'  '""'  "''  "'  "'^^  >''''^   "^^-  -'-"  '-  '""  "- 
mt  of    aiHl   having   been  niade  up,  vu  :      A  „a, ,  of  twentydour  nnles  in 

l.Kadth  by  lorty-eight  tmles  in  length,  containing  over  seven  hundred  thousand 
ncres  which  now  comprise  the  counties  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  and  p.irt  of 
(.j  nml.ia.  ]le  himself  never  came  to  America  to  take  charge  of  Ins  colony. 
All  his  colonists,  numbering  one  hundred  an,i  hfly  a.lults.  was  sent  out  at  his 
.."•n  cost,  and,  as  the  charier  re.piired,  the  colony  was  planted  u  ithin  four  vears 
fiimi  the  completion  of  his  purchases. 

'•  'n-  I--.-  of  l.,,troon,  „he  ,„le  given  by  the  West  In.lia  charter  .0  these 
■•bnu,„s)  was  analogous  ,0  that  of  the  ohl  feudal  barons,  acknowle.lging  „nlv 
.     S.aUsCenera    of  Holland  as  their  superiors.     The  Patroon  maintanied  a 
^     -luary  and  judicial   authoritv,  had    his  own    ,or„....s,  plan.ed  wiU,   h,s 
w    cannon,  nhe  original  s„ll  in  possession  of  the  manor  house  flnnilv ,  manned 
l'>  Ins   own   soldiers,  with   his  own  flag  waving  over  them.     The  cour.s  of  the 
'"l-'ny  we,e   ns  own  courts,  where  -he  gravest  questions  an.l  hi^hest  crimes  were 
cc,gm.able;    but.  w„h   appeals   in   the    more   important   cases.  '  Justice  was  ad- 
".wn  tered   in   Ins  own   n.nue.      The  colonists  were  his  immediaie  subjects,  and 
t""k  the  oath  of  leaky  and  allegiance  to  him. 

"  The  position  of  the  colonv  was  one  of  great  delicacv  an.l  .lanuer.     eing 

-n,und..d    by  warlike  tribes   of    savages;    but.   happily.  ,he   Patto..,!;  of   tl  ^ 

M.  ami  their  .brectors.  by  a  s.ri.-t  observance  of  the  laws  of  justice,  and  bv 

m    ntainiug  a  giiarde.l  c.n.lii,.,  towar.l  them,  escape.l  those  wars  an.l  c.mdi.  ,s.  so 

c.mmon  among  the  infant  colonies  of  the  country.      Hut,  with  the  authorities  at 
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Aiiisteid.un,  there  were  coiisl.int  col'.i.iioiis ;   ;iiui  nii  one  occasion,  it  wiis  so 
shall)   that  (lovenior  I'elnis  Stuyvesant  sent  up  an  armed  expedition  to  invade 


the  CoKinv 


>f  1 


<.ensseiaeivvyck  ;  but  foriunately,  ins  e\p 


nul   iuipudv  l)loodless  ;is   it  was 


ippily 
laer  visited  his  colony  in  i 


dilion  was  unsuccessliil 


L'd  llial  Ivdiaen  \'an  Reus 


bootless,      it   is  ; 
n  person  in  i6;7.      If  he  ever  ilid  come,  his  slay  in  iliis 


comitry  was    not   loiii;.      An   order   written    to   Arendt   Win   Corlear   (hisCoiii- 
niissarv-Cieneral  and  Colonial  Serrelary)  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  ol  some 


of   his   alfairs    in    the   ('ulunie   of   Rensselaerw\c 


us  signed  in  Amster( 


ember  lolh,  '64,^ 


Sept 

the  Colonie's  seal 

ship 


bv  K 


.■n  \'an  Rensselaer, 


and  sealed  wi 


th  1 


lis  own  anil 


'I'l 


Arms 


)f  !• 


IIS   onler  was   se 
KensseLierwvck,'  ' 


lit  to  New  Netlierlaiul  in  the  I'.itrooli's 
■vliieli  was  despalc:lied  with  an  assorted 
invoice  of  merchandise,  valued  at  twelve  thousand,  eight  liiindred  and  seventy 
guilders  (12,870  giiildeis)  and  was  intended  lor  the  use  of  his  t'oloiiie. 

"  In  1664,  great  <  iiaiiges  timk  place  ;  the  I'Jiglish  i:oiK)uered  the  province 
which  had  hitherto  belonged  to  the  Dutch,  and  the  Colony  of  Rensselaerwyck 
fell,  with  that  of  New  Amsterdam;  but  the  luiglish  ( lovernors  conlirmed  the 
claims  and  privileges  of  Rensselaerw_\ck  when  the  Provinces  passed  under  lirilish 
rule. 

"In  1685,  the  Dutch  Colony  of  Rensselaerwyck  was  converted  and  created 
into  a  regular  lordship  or  manor  with  all  the  urivileges  belonging  to  an  English 
estate  and  jurisdiction  of  the  manorial  kind.  To  the  lord  of  the  maiuir, 
Kiliaen,  the  fourth  I'atroon,  w,\s  expressl)'  given  authorit}'  to  administer  justice 
within  his  domain  in  both  kinds,  in  his  own  court  leet  and  courtbaron.  Other 
large  privileges  were  conferred  on  him  ;  and  he  had  the  right,  with  the  free- 
holders and  the  inhabitants  of  the  manor,  to  a  separate  representation  in  the 
Colonial  .Assembly.  .Ml  these  rights  continued  iniimp.iired  down  to  tin  ue  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

"The  fust  I'atroon,  Riliaeii  \'an  Rensselaer,  was  twice  marrieil,  and  had  nine 
children — five  sons  and  four  daughters — all  of  whom  survived  him,  and  adord- 
iiig  to  the  laws  of  Holland,  shared  equally  his  estates.  Me  tlied  in  1646.  His 
first  wife  was  Hillegonda  \'an  Hylelt,  b\  wiioin  he  had  one  son  Juhannes,  who 
m.irried  his  cousin  I'lli/.dieth  \'an   Twiller. 

"Johannes  Van  Rensselaer  was  the  second  I'.ilroon,  and  died  young  leaving 
one  son  Kiliaen;  the  estate  in  .America  was  m.maged  b_\  his  uni  le  J.iii  [(.ijiiist 
A'.in  Rensselaer,  who  was  made  'director  of  ihe  estate.' 

"  Young  Kiliaen,  third  I'atroon,  ni.irneil  his  cousin  .Anna  \\\u  Rensselaer, 
and  died  in  1687,  at  W.itervliet,  N.  \'.,  witlioiit  (hildren.  This  .Anna  (daugh- 
ter of  jeremias  \'an  Rensselaer)  married  William  Nichol. 

"  Jan  Baptist  \'aii  Rensselac  ,  the  son  of  the  first  I'.ilidoii,  by  his  second  wife 
Anna  Van  \\'ely,  married  his  cousin  Susan  \'an  W'ely.  He  was  for  many  \iirs 
director  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  finally  returned  to  Holland, 
about  1656,  where  he  became  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  .Amsterdam,  and  died 
in  167S.  Jeremias  \'an  Rensselaer,  the  third  son  of  the  first  I'atroon,  succeeded 
his  brother  Jan  Itajitist,  as  tlirector  of  the  Colonic  in  1C158,  and  for  sixteen  years 
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ailmiiiislt,-ic(l  its  affiiiis  with  ••rent  pniilt-iK  c  .iiid  (liscietion.  He  \v;is  mucli  re- 
siK'cifil  !))■  the  I''rciu:li,  and  wielded  an  inlliieiicc  over  tlie  Indians  wliic  h  was 
only  SMI  passed  hy  tliat  of  Van  C(iiiear.  On  iicconnt  of  the  inatcuracies  of  ilie 
l)oiindaiies,  etc.,  considerable  dilfuailly  was  e.\|)erienccd  in  ojjlaining  a  patent 
for  the  manor  from  the  Duke  of  N'ork,  upon  the  cliarif^e  of  government  from  the 
Dutch  to  tiie  Kiinlish  rule,  'i'o  obviate  the  Irouhle,  s<.nie  persons  ol  inllueiue 
advised  Jereniias  •  the  director,'  to  take  out  a  patent  in  his  own  name,  hi'  being 
(lualificd  to  h(ild  real  estate,  having  become  a  I'.iilish  subject.  'I'o  his  great 
honor,  il  is  recorded  that  he  lejected  the  advice,  saying  ;  '  lie  was  only  coheir, 
and  could  n,il  thus  defraud  his  sisters  and  brothers.' 

"  In   ifif).),  Jereinias  Van  Rensselaer  was  ele(  ted  speaker  of  the  Representative 
Assembly  of  the   I'rovince.      The  fust   (|ueslion  which  ei, gaged   the  attenticjii  of 

this  Assembly  was  that  of  the  i)residency.      New  Amsterdam  claimed  the  I ,r 

as  the  capital,  and  Ren.sselaerw)(  k  ckiimetl  it  as  the  oldest  ( 'oloiiie.  The  riLiht  of 
the  latter  was  adniilled,  and  the  I  loiioiable  Jereniias  Van  Rensselaer  took  the  chair 
under  i)rotest.  lie  was  a  man  of  great  indn-,try,  and  communicated  to  llolLind 
an  account  of  various  occurrences  in  this  country,  under  ihe  name  of  '  The  New 
Netherland  Mercury.'  Mis  correspondence  (Irom  1656  to  his  death)  still  in 
good  preservation,  affords  a  valuable  and  interesting  commentary  on  jjrivate  and 
public  all'aiis,  and  contains  a  relation  of  ficls  and  incidents  uhich,  olheruise, 
would  have  been  irreparably  lost.  He  died  on  the  12th  of  October,  1674,  and 
was  followed  to  the  grave  by  a  large  concourse  of  mourners. 

"Nicol.nis  Van  Rensselaer  (the  ei.^hth  child  ot  Kiliaen,  the  first  I'.itroon)  was 
a  clergyman  of  the  Dutch  Relormeil  Chinch,  On  being  introduced  to  Charles 
II.  ot  I-aiyland,  then  in  e.\ile  at  Hrussels,  he  pn.|ihesied  the  restoration  (,|  ihe 
monarchy  to  the  throne  of  KiiLjIainl,  which  circiimsi.iiK c  atterwanl  obt,iii.ed  tor 
him  a  cordial  reception  at  the  Court  of  .St.  Janus,  when  be  visited  London  as 
ch.iplaiii  to  the  Dutch  I'anbassy.  In  ackncjwledgment  of  the  truth  (jf  the  jaedic- 
tion,  the  king  im-senied  him  with  ,1  snnlf  bo.x,  {This  royal  relic  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Manor  House  \'an  Rensselaer  family  at  .\lbaiiy.)  Ui)oi)  com- 
ing to  America,  the  Dutch  church  looked  upon  him  with  suspicion,  le.iring  he 
was  papist,  as  one  having  been  ordained  in  l•;li^lalld  as  I'lesbMer  of  the  llishop 
of  S.ilisbury— and  declared  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Dutch  ChuK  h,  with- 
out a  certificate  from  their  cl.isses.  Dr.  \'an  Rensselaer  jirodiiced  his  pjpersand 
cerlilicites— that  of  his  graduation  as  de.uoii  and  as  ricsbyler  of  the  liishop  of 
Salisbury  ;  bis  majesty'.s  allowance  of  him  under  bis  signature  to  be  a  minister, 
and  to  preach  to  the  Dutch  coii.i^regali.  1  .it  Westminster;  two  certificates  of  his 
being  Chapl.nn  to  the  Ambassador  I'Atr.iordinary  from  the  Sl.iles  ot  Holl.n.d  : 
and  also  of  having  (jfliciated  in  a  churcli  in  London  as  lecturer  ;  and  the  Duke 
ol  York's  rocommeiidation  of  hiin  to  the  ])resent  governor  in  tliis  country. 

"The  govern. ir  c.illed   a   council  to  decide  the  matter,  asking  the  ojiposiiig 
iniiiisters,  why  Dr.  \'aii  Rensselaer  should  not  be  considered  cai)able  of  admin 
istering    the    sai-raments    of  the    church,    etc.     The  ministers    recalled    their 
jirevious  views,  and  brought  in  a  paper,  'amended,  with  .ill  submission.' 
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"  RfVfieiid  Nicolaiis  \'aii  Rensselaer  iiKirried  Alida  Scluiyler,  (!:iiij;liter  of 
riiilip  I'ieterse  Scluiyler.  He  died  in  1678,  witlioul  cliildren,  and  his  widow 
married  Uoliert  Livingston,  first  proijrietur  of  Livingston  Manor 

"  Ryi.kert,  tlie  youngest  son  of  Kiliaen,  tlie  first  I'atrooii,  was  fcjr  many  years 
one  of  the  niagistr.iles  of  Albany,  and  also  director  of  the  Colonie,  aller  the 
death  of  his  liinther  Jeremias.  He  married  in  Holland,  Anna  Van  Beamnoni. 
He  owned  the  'Uouerie'  called  '  The  Flatts,'  four  miles  north  of  Albany,  which, 
on  his  return  to  Holland  in  1670,  he  sold  to  I'hilip  Sthiiyler.  He  was  at  one 
lime  treasurer  and  burgomaster  of  X'ianen  ;  he  died  about  1695,  leaving  five 
Sons  and  five  daughters,  only  one  son  and  three  daughters  being  married. 

"  Three  of  the  daughters  of  the  fust  I'atroon,  died  unmarried.  These  were 
Maria,  Ilillegonda,  and  Klonora.  Susanna,  the  fourth  daughter,  married  jaii 
de  la  Court,  ami  lived  and  died  in  Holland. 

"  On  the  death  of  Jeremias  Van  Rensselaer,  in  1674,  the  affairs  of  the  (i.loiiy 
of  Rensselaerwyck  were  administered  conjointly,  during  the  minority  of  Kiliaen 
(then  twelve  years  of  age)  by  Dominie  Nicolatis  Van  Rensselaer  and  Stephanus 
^'an  Cortlandt.  Nicolaus  had  the  directorship  of  the  Colony  ;  Madame  \'an 
Rensselaer  was  the  treasurer;  and  Slepliamis  Van  Corllandt  had  charge  of  the 
books.  Dominie  Nicolaus  dying  in  1678,  the  chief  management  of  the  minor's 
affairs  devolveil  on  his  aunt  and  his  uncle.  Madame  Maria  \'ai)  Rensselaer  was 
the  daughter  of  Oloff  (Stephenson)  Van  Cortlandt  and  Ann  Lockermans,  and 
married  Jeremias  \'an  Rensselaer  in  1662.  She  died  in  1689,  fifteen  years  after  his 
death,  leaving  three  sons,  Kiliaen,  Johannes,  and  Hendrick  ;  and  two  daughters, 
.•\nnaand  Maria.  Johannes  died  unmarried.  l''rom  these  two  brothers,  Kiliaen 
and  Hendrick  have  sprung  all  the  descendants  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  blood  in 
this  country.  The  heirs  of  the  first  I'atroon  held  his  estate  in  common  until 
1695,  nearly  fifty  years  after  his  dealh.  At  that  time,  all  of  his  children  except 
R\ckert  and  I'^lonora,  were  dead.  Li  1696,  negotiations  were  entered  into  with 
Kiliaen  of  Albany  (son  of  Jeremias,  deceased)  and  the  heirs  in  Holland,  for  a 
settlement  of  their  grandfather's  estate.  On  the  25th  of  Novemlier,  1695,  the  set- 
tlement was  completed  and  the  legal  paper  executed.  'I'he  Hollander  attorney 
fur  Ryckert,  Filonora,  and  for  the  thildren  of  Susanna,  deceased,  released  to  the 
-Xmerican  for  himself  and  as  attorney  for  his  brothers,  Johannes  and  Hendrick, 
and  for  his  sisters  Anna  and  Maria,  all  the  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  containing 
seven  hundred  thousand  acres  of  tillable  land  ;  all  the  Claverack  track  of  sixty 
thousand  acres  except  three  farms,  and  all  the  personal  properly,  ex(  ept  'seven 
hundred  pieces  of  eight  '  (01  seven  hundred  dollars)  ;  and  the  American  released 
to  the  Hollanders  all  the  estate,  real  and  jiersonal,  and  contingent,  in  Holland, 
of  which  the  Crailo  estate  and  a  tr.ict  of  land  in  Guelilerland  formed  a  part. 

"  Lour  of  the  nine  children  of  the  fust  ]ialroon  had  died  wilhi  ut  heirs;  his 
widow  was  also  dead  ;  consequently  the  estate  was  dividetl  into  fi\e  pails,  one 
for  the  family  in  America,  and  the  other  four,  for  the  heirs  in  Holland. 

"  Measuring  the  whole  estate  by  our  conception  of  the  value  ot  tliat  in 
America,  we  should  be  likely  to  form  an  erroneous  judgment  as  to  its  amount. 
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Land  here,  at  that  tinic,  was  very  tlHap,  hiiiuheds  (,f  acres  could  be  boiglit 
fn.ni  the  Indians  for  trinkets.  'Jhe  whole  estate  nieasmal  by  the  sum  whicii 
the  Hollanders  stipulated  to  pay  to  Elonora  \an  Rensselaer,  eight  hundred 
<lollars  (JS800J  was  not  large  in  the  modern  sense  ;  but  f„rly  cents,  at  that  time, 
were  equal  to  several  gold  dollars  now.  In  1704,  a  charier  Ironi  (Jueen  Anne 
confirmed  the  estate  to  Kiliaen,  the  eldest  son  of  Jeremias  (third'son  „t  the 
original  I'atroon,  the  oldest  having  died  without  issue),  'ihe  estate  came  to  him 
i-y  inheritance  according  to  the  canons  of  descent  established  by  the  law  of 
JmiuImiuI. 

"  Kiliaen  was  the  first  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  which  he  rep- 
resented  in   ihe  Provincial  A.ssen.bly  from  1691  to  1703,  when  he  was  (ailed  to 
the  coimcil.     In  1704,  he  conveyed  the  lower  Manor  Claverack,  with  the  Crailo 
estate  at  Grecnbush,  to  his  younger  brother  Hendrick,  as  his  share  of  his  grand- 
father's estate.    He  married  his  cousin  Maria  \'an  Corilandt,  in  1701,  by  whom 
he  had  si.x  sons  and  four  .laughters.      His  eldest  son  Jeremias,  born  in  1705,  died 
unmarried  in  1745.      He  had  survived  his  father  and  was  c.,nse(iuently  the  fifth 
patroon.    His  brother  .Stephen,  (Kiliaen's  second  son )  became  the  si.xth  i.atr.K.n. 
His  son  Stephen  was  born  in  1707,  and  married  in  1729,  J':ii/abeth  Groesbcck. 
He  died  in   1747,  leaving  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to  C.eneial  Abraham 
Ten  liroeck;   and  one  son,  .Stephen  who   being  a  minor  at  his  father's  death, 
was  left  und.'r  the  gnaidianship  of  his  brother-in-law.  General  Ten  liroeck,  who 
managed  his  alfairs  with  great  judgment.     Abraham  Ten  J5roeck  was  .lescended 
from  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  Colony  of  New  York.     His  father  was  for 
many   years    Recorder  and  then    Mayor  of  Albany.     In   1753,  be  married  the 
only  sister  of  the  si.xth  patroon.  the  second  Stephen,     lie  was  called  early  into 
public  life,  and  was,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Assembly  under  the  Colo- 
nial government,  and  at  the  <ommencenient  of  the  American  war,  was  made 
Colonel  of  the  Militia,  a  Member  of  the  Provincial  Congre.ss  of  1775,  Delegate 
to  the  State  Convention   in  1776,  of  which   he  was  made  president.     Early  in 
the  contest,  he  was  made  llriga.lier-Ceneral  of  the  militia,  and  rendered  mem- 
orable service  in  the  campaign  of  1777.    He  was  a  member  of  the  Slate  Senate, 
Mayor  of  the  City,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Albany.      His  virtues  in  private  life  etpialled  the  excellence  of 
be  character.      He  died  January  iglh,  1810. 

"The  second  Stephen  \.m  Rensselaer  born  in  1742,  .carried  in  J.uuiary, 
1704-  Catherine  Livingston,  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston  (signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence)  and  Christiana  Ten  Uroeck.  He  built  the  pres- 
ent manor  house,  wlii.h  was  comj.leted  in  ,76^,  aiui  which  he  was  spared  to 
enjoy,  only  four  years,  as  he  died  of  consumption  in  .769,  leaving  two  sons  and 
one  daughter— Stephen,  Philip,  and  Elizabeth. 

"  I'bilip,  the  second  son,  born  1766,  married  in  ,787  Anne  de  I'ey.ster  Van 
Cortlandt,  .laughter  of  General  Philip  \an  Cortlau.lt.  They  had  1,0  issue  He 
was  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany,  longer  than  anv  other  tuayor  bef.,re  or  since, 
having  served  seventeen   years   in   that  office.     He  was  also   Prcsi.lent  of  tbe 
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ISiailslit'ft  SciiiiyU'i,  miii  iI  (untial   I'hilip  ScliiiyliT  .ind  Caliuiiini;  \'aii  Kfiis 
sflacr,  1)V  whom  she   IkkI    imc  smi,  I'liilip  Sc  Imyli'r.      She  iiiariicd  st'dniiily  in 
i8oo,  Jdlni    Hk'i'cUi'l',  liy  wlimii   slii'   iiad    (Hic   danglilci    wlm  inanicd  ( 'uiiK'iiiis 
(ili'ii  \  an  Ri'iissriacr,  and  si'M'ial  smis  wlio  died  iimiianiiil. 
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laificly  upon  Mr.  I,i\in^;sliiii,  ulm  pl.n cd  him  at  si  luml  in  I'.li/alii'lh,  N.  J.; 
Iml  the  stiiiinj;  liiiifs  nf  ihe  Rcvtiliiliun  came  on,  and  Mr.  l.ivin};st(in,  with  Ins 
lamily,  was  driven  iVum  tln'  City  nl  New  N'ork,  and  lunk  refuse  in  Kinf^stiiii. 
'I'his  plaie  pussessed  a  teaiher  of  f^real  schnlarship,  under  uln.se  <  ate  the  yiaiii^" 
Stephen  \'aii  Rensselaer  titled  liimsell'  lur  (ullei;!'.  lie  went  lo  I'rilK  etuii, 
under  the  eeielirated  I  )r.  W'llherspimn  -.  Iml.at  that  lime  New  Jeisey  was  luil 
safe  IViim  the  incursions  of  the  war,  and  so  the  voiiiii;  CDllegian  «'.is  removed  to 
Ilarv.ird  I'niversity,  ( 'amlindne,  M.iss.  In  17S2,  he  took  his  <lei;ree  as  Ikicli- 
elor  of  Arts,  .iiiil  lure  it  mav  he  mentioned  that  in  1S25,  he  icceived  from  \'ale 
College  a  diploma  conleninj,'  upon  him  the  hiiiior.ii\  denice  of  Hoc  lor  of  Laws. 
Helore  he  was  twenty  _\ears  of  a.^e,  he  mariied  M.iij;arita  Schuyler,  ikniglitfi  of 
( leiier.d  Philip  Schu\lef  ;  li\-  this  inaiii,ij;e  there  were  twochildreii — a  daughter 
Catherine  Schuyler  who  died  at  tweKc  years  of  age,  and  a  son  Stephen. 

"'The  I'.ilroon,  after  his  marriage,  dexoted  himself  to  the  (are  of  his  estates, 
and  shortly  after,  received  his  tirst  military  commission,  as  ,1  major  of  infantry, 
in  I7S(),  and  two  yeais  Liter,  was  iiromoted  to  the  coinm.inil  of  a  regiment.  In 
1781,  (Iineriior  j  ly  liiieited  that  the  cavalry  of  the  state  he  formed  into  a 
separ.ile  corps,  dnided  from  the  infiiitrv.  The  I'.itrooli  was  apiioiiited  to  the 
coiimiand  of  this  division  with  two  hiigadi'S.  This  ii  mmissioii  of  major-gen- 
eral he  hore  to  his  death,  lii  politicallite,  lie  was  in  the  .Assemlily  or  Senate 
from  1788  to  1795.  Ill  ihis  latter  year,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  f'loviriior 
with  John  Jay  as  Ciovenior.  The  same  election  took  ]il,ue  in  171^8,  when  he 
h.id  no  op|iosiiig  candid. lie.  In  1801,  (ieneral  \aii  Rensselaer  was  nominated 
as  c.indidate  for  governor.  With  what  diflicnlly  his  acceptance  was  finally  oh 
taiiied  appc.iis  from  the  pulilications  of  tlie  limes.  Mr.  ('linton  w.is  liroiiglit 
forward  as  his  opposing  candid, iie.  Mr.  Clintiiii  was  very  popular,  and  de- 
servedly so  ;  aiK  ,  in  the  midst  of  the  c.impaign  111  this  stale,  the  election  of  Mr. 
Thom.is  Jelferson,  to  the  |)resideiicv  was  annoiinced.  and  the  f.ile  of  patties  in 
this  state  was  decided  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Mr.  \'.iii  Rensselaer  was  de- 
feated liy  a  small  majority  of  less  than  four  thousand  votes.  It  was  at  this  time 
while  the  election  c.invass  was  going  on  imst  .ictivelv,  that  the  wife  of  his  youth 
was  called  from  him.  ]!y  this  marriage  he  had  three  children — two  sons  and 
one  daughter — the   first  son   Stephen,  died   in   infancy.      In    1802,  lie  married 
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again,  liis  sccoikI  wife  biiiif,'  Cornelia  I'aiiitsoii,  (inly  daiiKliter  of  William  I'at 
terson,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Sui)ienie  ('(jurt  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
second  (iovcinor  of  the  Slale  of  New  Jersey.  In  1810,  CIcneral  \'an  Rensselaer 
was  aijpointed  one  of  seven  gentlemen  to  explore  a  route  for  the  j^reat  internal 
state  nnprovenient — the  I'",rie  ("anal.  After  the  war  with  England  in  1812,  the 
commission  was  resinned  and  in  April,  1816,  the  law  passed  for  its  ereation. 
General  Van  Keiisselaer  was  President  of  the  Hoard  from  1824  imtil  his  death  in 
.8,59. 

"  It  was  ill  the  year  1810,  that  (leneralN'aii  Rensselaer  lost  his  venerated 
mother.  Several  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband  the  I'atroon  Stephen  \'an 
Rensselaer  II.,  Mrs.  \an  Rensselaer  had  married  Duiniiiie  I'jlardiis  Westerlo, 
pastor  of  the  Dutch  Chinch;  an  eminent  divine,  a  fine  scholar,  and  a  Hol- 
lander of  disliiiHnished  heariiif,'  and  attractive  maimers.  I!y  this  marriage,  she 
had  one  son  and  a  daughter.  Rensselaer,  who  married  Jane  Lansing,  daughter 
of  Chancellor  Lansing  of  Albany,  and  Catherine  who  married  Judge  Jolni 
Woodworili. 

"  In  iSi2,  the  war  with  Creat  Ilritian  was  declared.  A  reciuisition  was  made 
on  (Jovernor  'I'omijkins,  to  order  into  immediate  service,  a  considerable  body  of 
New  York  Militia;  and  the  goveriKjr  selected  Major  fJeneral  Ste|)hen  Van 
Rensselaer  for  the  rommancL  In  one  month  from  the  date  of  the  call,  he  was 
at  Lewiston,  ,ind  in  jii^t  two  months,  on  the  i  jlh  of  October,  he  carried  his 
victorious  arms  into  the  enemy's  territory.  It  was  a  triumph  of  short  duration. 
He  gained  a  complete  and  glorious  victory,  siifticient  if  maintained,  to  have 
secured  the  peninsula  of  Canada  for  the  winter;  but  a  victory,  lost  a.s 
soon  as  won,  by  the  shameful  cowardice  and  delection  (jf  his  trimps.  With  a 
mere  handful  of  men,  the  heights  were  carried  early  in  the  morning,  under  tie 
direction  of  his  aide-<Ie-camp  and  cousin,  the  brave  Colonel  Solomon  ^I'n 
Rensselaer,  and  they  remained  in  his  possession  until  late  in  the  day  ;  and  c:..ld 
have  been  easily  defended,  but  for  the  shameful  refusal  of  his  yeomen  soldiery 
to  advance  further. 

"On  i„ie  side,  General  P.rock  had  filleii  ;  and  nn  the  other  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer  was  desperately  wounded.  The  I'.riiihh  (leiieral  Sheaffe  offered 
everything  fur  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  colonel.  C.eneral  Van  Rensselaer 
informed  General  Slieaffe  that  he  siiould  order  a  salute  to  be  fired  at  his  camp 
and  at  Fort  Niagara,  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  solemnities  of  the  brave 
General  Brock.  fJeneral  Sheaffe  thanked  him  in  these  words:  '1  feel  too 
strongly  the  generous  tribute  which  you  propose  to  pay  to  my  departed  friend 
and  chief,  to  be  able  to  express  the  sense  I  entertain  of  it.  Noble  minded  as  he 
was,  so  would  Iv.'  have  done  himself.' 

"  With  this  campaign  closed  General  Van  Rensselaer's  services  in  the  field. 

"  In  1819.  he  was  elected  by  the  Legislature,  a  Regent  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  its  chancellor. 

"  I»  1S23,  he  first  took  his  seat  in  Congress,  and  was  continued  there  by 
three  successive  reelections,  retiring  in  I'^.vj.      In  February,  1825,  the  ceremony 
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of  an  election  to  the  prisidiiu  y  took  pl.ue  in  tlie  Iii)iise(il'  Re|iresentative.s. 
Mis  vote  (letenniiied  lli.it  of  llie  ilelij;:ition  I'roni  the  Siaie  of  New  York  in  I'avor 
of  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  fiisi  liaHot.  In  iS_'.(,  haviiii;  |Mii\  ided  a  Miilalile  Imiid- 
ing  at  'l'ro\ .  Kcnsselaer  counlv.  and  i'ni|ilii\i'd  an  am-nl  lo  iddcure  necessary 
a|ii),iraliis  and  a  hlirar\'.  he  rei|iiesled  I  )r.  lilaUhlofd  to  ai  I  .is  I'resident  of  a 
Hoard  of  IVuslees  ulioni  he  n.niK'd,  m  ;nau{;ur..U' a  scliool  'lociuaiitN  leaiiiers 
to  inslruct  liie  aiiplicalion  ol  experimenlal  i  heniislry,  philosopiiv  and  nalnial 
historv  to  ani  icuhnie,  domestic  economy,  and  lo  the  arts  and  ni.ninlactnres.'  In 
iSj(),  this  school  was  nicoi 'poraled,  and  is  iiou  kiiuwn  as  ihe  Kcnssclacr  lii- 
stitiile.  Ill  iSjS.  lu'  liheially  endowed  il,  and  diiriii,^  fourteen  )eais,  sus- 
tained it  at  his  own  expense. 

"  Afler  a  long  and  useful  life,  honored  liv  all  who  knew  liini,  Supheii  \'an 
Rensselaer  died  at  the  manor  house,  .Mliaiiy,  January  j6lh,  iS;i),  leaving  a 
widow  and  ten  childu'ii." 

liy  JisriM,  \'a\  Ri'n.ssi  1  .\i  u   Tow  n.si:ni>.  a  d.nigliier  ot   the  last  I'atroon. 

("  In  this  inantisiriiit  of  Mrs.  Jusline  Win  Rensselaer  Towiisend,  she  did  not 
mention  what  would  he  inleresling  lo  add.  lli.il  in  ihc  I'ldlesLmt  C'hun  h  at 
Nykerk,  1  loll.nid,  there  .iri'  two  moiinmrnis  irei  led  lo  t'ne  memory  of  I  leiiilrii  k 
Will  Reiisscl.ier  .ir.d  uf  his  hioihcr  h'h.iiin,  ulin  lioih  he  liuried  llicre.  Hen 
drick.  ll'.e  faliier  i>\  Kili.ien,  liisl  IViiiniin  ut  Repssfl:ui\v\  ck.  u.is.i  c.iplain  in 
the  1  liilcli  .irniv.  .iiid  w.is  kill;  d  al  llie  sit'ge  i.f  ( )slend.  ihe  (jih  of  |iiiie,  i6oJ. 
Ills  liidthei  j.ih.mn,  liki-wise  a  c,i|i|,iiii  u.is  killed  on  llie  71I1  of  I'eliru.iry,  1601. 
The  coat  of  arms,  of  the  Win  Rensselaer  t.imily  is  plac<'d  al  Ihe  lo|i  and  at  the 
fool  of  the  nioiiumeiils  ;  .ind  ihe  crests  of  the  families  inio  wh.ii  h  iliev  inter- 
married loim  the  lioidcriML;  I'lioli'graphs  of  these  interesling  m.iiliK's  are  in 
the  possessing  of  the  fimily.      |.  \'.   R.    T.  > 

•'  l''or  eighlv  four  mmis  immedi.ilelv  pr<-cc(ling  the  Revolution,  the  Win 
Rrnssel.ier  Manor  w.is  never  wilhont  ils  Ri'preseiil.itive  in  llie  .\ssenil)h  of  the 
Province,  alw.ivs  either  the  proprietor  or,  in  case  of  ,1  minor  liis  ncuxsl  rel- 
ative." 
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"  The  V, 111  Renssel.ier  NLiini  llnuse  oi'  ihe  '  I'.ilrooii's,'  as  it  was  usually 
e.illed,  w.is,  at  the  time  of  lis  erection,  the  li.iiidsuniesl  lesidence  in  the  ( 'oloiiies, 
.111(1  as  such  it  e.xerteil  .1  uide  inlliieiice  over  the  architecture  of  the  amhitioiis 
dwellings  in  ihe  neighhorhood.  The  building  was  creeled  in  17(15  liy  .Sicphen 
\  .111  Rensselaer  under  the  liireclion  of  his  guardian,  (ieneial  Ten  IJineik.  The 
house  W.IS  so  eom|)lelely  remodeled  in  iS.}o  .(^,  from  designs  liy  Ipjiphn,  that  Init 
lillle  resemblance  lo  the  old  building  w.is  left.  !•  rom  an  oil  painting  ni.ule  be- 
lore  th.il  d.ite  the  char.K  ler  of  the  building  e.in  (  learh  be  seen,  while  another 
p.iiiuing  shows  the  great  gardens.  The  original  house  w.is  built  of  brick  of  iin- 
iisiial  si/e  and  wa.s  painted  in  the  ('olonial  culors,  cream  ami  while. 
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"  Oi>  June  3(1,  1S45,  tlic  building  \v:is  diK-iifd  after  the  extensive  repairs  had 
been  completed.  'I'lie  mansion  was  reclangidar  in  plan,  witii  the  i;reat  liall 
lu'cnty-four  feel  broad,  eMendini;  from  the  front  to  llie  rear  of  tiie  house,  some 
forty-sis  I'eet.  ,  On  either  side  of  front  and  rear  doors  were  two  laige  windows 
witli  deep  window  seats.  'I'lie  w.ills  were  decorated  with  frescoes  upon  a 
jellow  b,u  kground,  which  in  their  day  were  tlie  wonder  u\  the  countiy.  'I'lioe 
were  painted  upon  large  sheets  of  heavy  ])aper,  and  were  executed  in  Holland 
especially  for  tlic  room  and  i)Ut  on  in  1768,  the  bill  fjr  whii  li  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family. 

"  'I'he  west  wall  of  tiie  hall  was  p;ei(  ed  in  the  centre  by  u  large  arched  door- 
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way  leading  to  the  stairs,  ll.mked  by  Ionic  pilasters.  To  right  and  left  were 
doors  .giving  access  in  die  front  to  the  'greenroom,'  used  as  a  recf|)tion-roiim, 
and  on  the  re.ir  to  the  study  or  office  room  of  the  I'alroon.  (  )ii  the  opposite 
wall  were  two  simil.ir  doors,  one  of  which  gave  entrance  to  the  .•^tate  bedroom  in 
front,  the  other  to  the  paneled  room  in  the  rear. 

"  'I'llere  were  four  'arge  frescoes  which  tilled  the  n.dl  surl'a(  es  on  ih.e  side 
walls  between  the  doors  and  the  front  and  rear  walls.  A  still  l.irger  one 
covered  the  wall  o])posite  the  large  arched  doorway  ;  on  either  side  of  this  were 
four  smaller  |)anels  repre^ii'Uting  the  four  se.isons.  I'he  pictures  were  surroundeil 
by  arabes(pies  in  the  style  of  l.ouis  W.  The  woodwork  in  this  hall  was  very 
elaborate  :  the  door  ami  window  frames  were  crosseted,  and  above  the  dor  is 
were   broken   pediments.       The   cornice  was  of  larved  wnod.      .\s   has   been  ,il- 
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ready  said,  hotli  cornice  and  doors  served  as  models  for  those  of  many  other 
liouses  of  this  ])eriod. 

" 'I'he  state  beihooni  u.o  a  large  sciuare  room  on  the  first  story.  Here  was 
the  great  mahogany  bedstead,  ornamented  witii  doljihins  and  wreaths  cast  in 
brass.  'I'iie  mantel  in  tliis  room  was  one  u(  the  lew  wliich  were  preserved  when 
the  house  was  remodeled.  Twli  cohinnis  supported  the  jianel  bar,  on  which 
were  carved  a  I'l'ii  and  a  lioness. 

"  liehind  this  njoiu  was  the  'panel'  room,  which  before  the  alterations,  was 


HALL  OF  VAN  RENSSELAER  MANOR  HOUSE. 

used  as  the  family  dining-room,  the  slate  dinners  being  given  in  the  large  hall. 
The  walls  of  this  room  were  of  wood  from  lloor  to  ceiling.  A  low  paneled 
wainscot  surrounded  the  mom,  whose  baseboaril  and  chair  rail  were  elaborately 
carved  with  a  running  pattern.  Above,  large  panels  reached  to  the  lornice, 
which  was  also  of  elaborately  carved  wood.  The  iloors  were  the  most  bcaulilul 
in  the  building,  the  frames  were  decorated  with  carved  egg-and-dart  and  water- 
lily  mouldings,  ami  the  curved  pediment  above  framed  a  bust  of  carved  wood. 
The  fireplace  was  the  haiul?,omest  in  the  building,  two  marble  carvatides  uphold- 
ing the  mantel  sbelt. 

"()n  the  west  i>\  tlie  main  hall  was  the  private  study,  a  scpiare  room  wlu  se 
walls  from  lloor  tn  (  eiling  were  lineil  with  mahogany  bookcases.  The  m.n  ul 
was  ui)held  by  two  small  columns.  Above  it  was  the  jjicture  i)anel,  which  is 
almost  universally  found  in  houses  of  this  jieriod.  The  small  reception-room 
had   been   so  comi)letely  remodeled   that   only  a  fragment  of  wainscot,  with  a 
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carved  chair  rail,  which  had  Wtw  concealed  behind  a  pier  glass,  was  left  to  show 
the  style  of  the  room  in  the  original  house. 

"  The  stairs  opened  off  the  hall  and  were  lit  by  a  semicircular  window  of 
stained  glass  in  the  west  wall,  on  which  the  family  coat  of  arms  was  depi(  ted. 
'i'radition  declares  this  to  be  the  original  window  wliich  was  pl.iced  in  the  old 
Dutch  Chinch  in  i65('),  in  memory  of  Jolm  li.ipiist  \  an  Rensselaer.  Several 
others,  also  were  placeil  in  the  church  by  the  more  important  Dutch  families. 
'i"he  stairs  ascend  on  the  right  wall  with  broad  tieads  to  the  wide  landing,  on 
whicii  for  many  years  stood  the  spinet.  In  the  second  story  a  wide  hall,  the 
fill  width  of  the  stairs,  ticcupietl  the  middle  of  the  hcjiise.  From  this  opened 
through  low  iieilimented  doors,  eight  bedrooms,  six  of  them  large  S(inare  rooms 
and  two  of  them  small  dressing-rooms.  This  hall  was  u^ed  by  the  tamily  in  the 
evening  as  a  sitting  room.  'I'he  third  or  attic  story  had  the  same  large  hall. 
On  this  story  were  only  four  large  lieilrooms,  the  remaining  space  being  occupied 
by  spacious  closets.  The  walls  of  the  stairs  and  hall  walls  from  the  bottom  of 
the  house  to  the  top  were  covered  with  a  gla/ed  paper,  giained  to  imitate  oak, 
divided  into  panels  by  egg-and-dart  nxjuldings.  The  staircase  was  well  lit  bv  a 
skylight  filled  with  stained  gl.iss,  which  was  inscrteil  in  the  attic  tloor  and  lighted 
by  a  skylight  in  the  roof. 

"  'I'he  cast  wing  was  occupied  by  two  l.irge  rooms,  'i'hat  in  the  front  was  the 
main  reception  room,  tli.it  in  the  rear  was  the  library. 

"The  windows  of  these  rocans  extended  to  the  ficjor  and  gave  access  to  the 
two  large  balconies  in  front  and  rear,  and  the  four  small  balconies  on  the  sides. 
The  doors  were  pedimeiited  and  the\-,  as  well  as  the  windous,  had  frames  deco- 
rated with  hand-i  arved  egg-and-ilarl  mouldings.  'I'hese  rooms,  when  the  great 
folding -doors  between  them  were  opeiicd,  formed  a  magnificent  room  for  enter- 
tainments. 

"  The  walls  of  the  library  were  lined  with  beautifully  carved  mahogany  book- 
cases, above  which  were  plaster  busts  of  the  i)rominent  men  of  those  times. 

"  In  the  west  wing  w.is  the  great  dining-room.  Here  for  thirty  years  a  lavish 
hospitality  was  dispensed,  which  made  the  manor  house  a  noted  place,  not  in 
this  cotmtry  alone,  but  abroad.  In<lee(l  the  manor  had  always  been  famous  for 
its  hospitality.  A  noted  iMiglishman  who  visited  this  country  during  the  last 
years  of  the  last  century,  was  overwhehned  by  tlu'  siimpluousness  of  the  ban- 
quet, the  magnific  ence  of  the  family  plate  and  the  delicacy  of  the  wines.  .At 
till-  old  house  at  dift'erent  times  were  entertained  every  man  of  <listinction,  and 
every  foreign  '  lion  '  from  ami  l-ievoluticuiary  days  to  the  death  of  (leneral  \'an 
Rensselaer,  the  old  ''atroon. 

"  I'he  widow  of  the  I'atroon  resided  in  this  mansion  imtil  her  death  in  1S76. 
In  the  meantime,  the  place  had  become  undesirable  as  a  residence:  not  far  from 
(he  house  the  New  York  Central  tracks  crossetl  the  street ;  the  extensive  grounds 
had  been  transformed  into  a  lumber  district;  and  it  was  evident  that  the  old 
place  was  doomed  to  destruction.  The  property  was  divided  among  the  heirs, 
and  the  building  was  demolished  in  189,5. 
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"'I'his  liistoric  mansion  luid  represented  the  social  life  of  ibe  city  at  a  time 
when  all  the  great  families  made  a  feature  of  inlermaniage  ;  the  \'an  Reiisse- 
laers,  the  Schtiylers,  the  Jays,  Livingstons,  \'an  C'orllandis  and  Bayards  were  all 
connected  by  re]ieate<l  intermarriages  and  wielded  a  political  power  unknown 
in  these  degenerate  days,  and  formed  an  (jligan  hical  aristocracy  none  the  less 
powerful  because  mililled." 

CUSTOMS   (JK   COI.ONIAI,    DAYS 

"  Hereditary  landed  property  in  Colonial  days,"  writes  the  late  Hishop  Kip 
of  California,  "  was  invested  with  the  same  dignity  in  New  York,  which  it  has 
now  in  ICurope  ;  and,  for  more  than  a  century  tliese  families  retained  their  pos- 
sessions, and  directed  the  infant  colony.  They  formed  a  coterie  of  their  own, 
and,  generation  after  generation,  married  among  themselves,  'rurn  to  the  early 
records  of  New  York,  and  you  will  find  all  the  places  of  official  dignity  filled  by  a 
certain  set  of  familiar  names,  many  of  which,  since  the  Revolution  have  entirely 
disajipeared.  As  we  have  remarked,  they  occupied  a  similar  position  to  that  of 
the  English  country  gentleman,  with  his  many  tenants,  and  were  everywhere 
looked  up  to  with  the  same  kind  of  respect  which  is  now  accorded  to  them. 
Their  position  was  an  acknowledged  one,  for  social  distinctions  were  then 
marked  and  undisputed.  They  were  the  persons  who  were  jjlaced  in  office  in 
the  Provincial  Council  and  Legislature,  and  no  one  pretended  to  think  it  strange. 
'  They,'  says  a  writer  of  that  day,  '  were  the  gentry  of  the  country,  to  whom 
the  country,  without  a  rebellious  thought,  took  olf  its  hat.' 

"  In  that  age,  the  very  dress  ])lainly  marked  the  distinctions  in  society.  No 
one  who  saw  a  gentleman  could  mistake  his  social  position.  Those  people  of  a 
century  ago  now  look  down  upon  us  from  their  portraits,  in  costumes  which,  in 
our  day,  we  see  nowhere  but  on  the  stage.  \'elvet  coats  and  gold  lace,  large 
sleeves  and  ruffies  at  the  hand,  wigs  and  embroidered  vests,  with  the  accom- 
panying rapier,  are  significant  of  a  class  removed  from  the  rush  and  bustle  of 
life — the  '  nati  consumere  fruges  ' — whose  occupation  was  not — to  toil.  No  one 
in  that  day  below  their  degree,  assumed  their  dress;  nor  was  the  lady  surpassed 
in  costliness  of  attire  by  her  servant.  In  fact,  at  that  time,  there  were  gentle- 
men and  ladies — and  there  were  servants. 

"The  manner  in  which  these  great  lan.led  estates  were  arranged  fostered  a 
feudal  feeling.  They  were  granted  by  govenmient  to  the  proprietors,  on  condi- 
tion th.at  in  a  certain  number  of  years,  they  settle  as  ma;iy  tenants  upon  them. 
These  settlers  were  generally  dermans  of  the  lower  class,  who  had  been  brought 
over  free.  Not  being  able  to  pay  their  passage  mcjney,  the  captain  took  them 
without  charge,  and  then  they  were  sold  by  him  to  the  landed  proprietors  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  in  accordance  with  the  size  of  the  family.  The  sum 
remunerated  him  for  the  passage  money.  They  were  called  in  that  day,  Re- 
demptioners,  and,  by  the  time  their  term  of  service — sometimes  extending  to 
seven  years — had  e.xjjired,   they  weie  ac(iuainted  with  the  ways  of  the  country 
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ami  its  manner  of  farming,  had  auiuircd  some  knowledge  of  tlie  language,  and 
were  prepared  to  set  up  for  themselves.  Thus  both  parties  were  benefited.  The 
landed  proprietor  fulfilled  his  contract  with  the  government,  anil  the  Redemp- 
tioners  were  trained  for  becoming  independent  settlers. 

"These  tenants  freiiuently  took  the  name  of  their  i)io]Miet()r.  There  are 
many  families  in  the  State  of  New  York  bearing  the  iiaiiies  of  the  old  landed 
proprietors,  which  have  been  thus  derived. 

"  'I'his  system  was  carried  out  to  an  extent  of  which,  in  this  day,  most  persons 
are  ignorant.  (Jn  the  Van  Rensselaer  Manor  there  were  at  one  time,  several 
thousand  tenants,  and  their  gathering  was  like  that  of  the  Scottish  clans.  When 
a  member  of  the  family  died,  they  came  down  to  Albany  to  do  honor  to  the 
funeral,  and  many  were  the  hogsheads  of  good  ale  which  were  broached  for 
them.  They  looked  up  to  the  '  I'atroon '  with  a  reverence  which  was  still  linger- 
ing in  the  writer's  early  day,  notwithstanding  the  inroads  of  democracy.  And, 
before  the  Revolution,  this  feeling  was  shared  by  the  whole  country.  When  it 
was  announced  in  New  York  a  century  ago,  tliat  the  I'atroon  was  coming  down 
from  Albany  by  land,  the  day  he  was  expected  to  reach  the  city  crowds  turned 
out  to  see  him  enter  in  his  coach  anil  four. 

"  The  reference  to  the  funerals  at  the  Rens.selaer  Manor  House  reminds  us  of  a 
description  of  the  burial  of  Philip  Livingston,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Living- 
ston ^Llnor,  in  February,  1749,  taken  from  a  pa[)er  of  that  day.  It  will  show 
Something  of  the  customs  of  the  limes.  The  services  were  performed  both  at 
his  town  house  in  New  York,  and  at  tlie  manor.  '  In  the  city  the  lower  rooms 
of  llie  house  in  ISroad  street  where  he  resides,  were  thrown  open  to  receive  visi- 
tors. A  pipe  of  wine  was  spiced  for  the  occasion,  and  to  each  of  the  eight  bearers, 
wiiii  a  pair  of  gloves,  mourning  ring,  scarf  and  handkerchief,  a  monkey  spoon 
was  given.'  (Tliis  was  so  called  from  the  figure  of  an  ape  or  monkey  which  was 
carved  in  solide  at  the  extremity  of  the  handl''.  It  differed  from  a  common 
spoon  in  having  a  circular  and  very  shallow  bowl.)  '  At  the  manor  these  cere- 
monies were  all  repeated,  another  pipe  of  wine  was  spiced,  and,  besides  the  same 
presents  to  the  bearers,  a  pair  of  black  gloves  and  a  handkerchief  were  given  to 
each  of  the  tenants.  The  whole  expense  was  said  to  amount  to  five  hundred 
liounds.' 

"Once  in  a  year  generally,  the  gentry  of  New  York  went  to  the  city  to  trans- 
act their  business  and  make  their  purchases.  There  they  niii:.::!ed  for  a  time,  in 
its  gayeties,  and  were  entertained  at  the  t'ourt  of  the  (Tove'^nor.  These  digna- 
taries  were  generally  men  of  high  families  in  I-higland.  One  of  them,  fur  in- 
stance— Lord  Cornbury — was  a  blood  relative  of  the  royal  family  They  cojiied 
the  customs  and  imitated  the  eli(iuelte  enforced  'at  home,'  and  the  rejoicings 
and  sorrowings,  the  thanksgivings  and  fasts,  which  were  ordered  at  Whitehall, 
were  repeated  again  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  Some  years  ago  the  writer 
was  looking  over  the  records  of  the  iM  Dutch  Chinch  in  New  York,  when  he 
found,  carefully  filed  away,  some  of  the  ])roclamations  for  these  services.  One 
of  them,  giving  notice  of  a  Tlianksgiviiig   Day,  in   the  reign  (jf  William  and 
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Mary,  for  some  victory  in  ilic  low  couiiirifs,  puis  tiie  celebration  off  a  fortnight, 
to  give  time  for  the  news  to  reacli  Albany. 

"During  the  rest  of  the  year  these  laiullonls  resided  among  their  tenantry,  on 
their  estates  ;  and  about  many  uf  their  vk\  coinUry  houses  were  associations 
gathered,  often  coming  down  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  countr)',  giving 
them  an  interest  which  lan  never  invest  the  new  residences  of  those  whom  later 
times  elevated  to  wealth.  Such  was  the  \'an  Corllandt  Manor  House  with  its 
wainscoted  rtxMus  and  its  guest  chamber  ;  the  Rensselaer  Manor  House,  where 
of  old  iiad  been  entertained  Tallynnid  and  the  e.xiled  prim  es  tVom  Kiirope  ;  the 
Schuyler  House  so  near  the  Saratoga  battlelield,  and  marked  by  memories  of  that 
glorious  event  in  the  life  of  its  owner — and  the  residence  of  the  l.ivingslons  on 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  of  which  l.ouis  I'hiliijpe  expressed  such  grateful  recol- 
lection when,  after  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  he  met,  in  I'aris,  the  son  of  his 
former  host. 

"  There  was  one  more  of  these  pleasant  old  places  of  whii  h  we  should  write, 
to  preserve  some  memories  which  are  now  fast  fading  away,  because  it  is  within 
the  bounds  of  New  Vork  City  and  was  invested  with  so  many  historical  associa- 
tions connected  with  the  Revolution.  It  is  the  house  at  Kip's  liay.  'I'hongh 
many  years  have  passed  since  it  was  swept  away  by  the  encroachments  of  the 
city,  yet  it  exists  among  the  recollections  of  the  writer's  earliest  days,  when  it 
was  still  occui)ied  by  the  family  of  its  founder,  and  regarded  as  their  first  home 
on  this  continent.  It  was  erected  in  1655  by  Jacobus  Kiji,  secretary  of  the  Coun- 
cil, who  received  a  grant  of  that  ]iart  of  the  island.  'I'liere  is,  in  possession  of 
the  f.imily,  a  picture  of  it  as  it  apfjcared  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  when  still 
surrounded  by  venerable  oaks.  It  was  a  large  double  house  with  three  windows 
on  one  side  of  the  door  and  two  on  the  other,  with  one  large  wing.  On  the 
right  hand  of  the  hall  was  the  dining-room,  rnnniiig  from  front  to  rear,  with 
two  windows  looking  out  over  the  bay,  and  two  over  the  country  on  the  other 
side.  This  was  the  room  which  was  afterward  invested  with  interest  from  its 
connection  with  Major  Andre. 

"  In  1851  this  old  place  was  <]emolished  ;  it  had  then  stood  two  hundred  and 
twelve  years,  and  was  the  oldest  house  on  the  island. 

"Such  was  the  life  in  those  early  days  among  the  Colonial  families  in  the 
country  and  the  city.  It  was  simple  and  unostentatious  yet  marked  by  an  afflu- 
ence of  everything  which  could  minister  to  comfort,  and  also  a  degree  of  elegance 
in  the  surrounding  which  created  a  feeling  of  true  refinement.  Society  was  easy 
and  natural,  without  the  struggle  for  precedence  which  is  now  so  universal  ;  for 
then  everyone's  antecedents  were  known,  and  their  positions  were  fixed.  The 
intermarriag'  ■-  which  for  more  than  a  century  were  taking  place  between  the 
landed  families  bound  them  together  and  promoted  a  harmony  of  feeling  now  not 
often  seen.  There  were,  in  that  day,  such  things  as  old  associations,  and  men 
lived  in  the  past,  instead  of,  as  in  these  times,  looking  only  to  the  future. 

"  The  system  of  slavery  too  which  prevailed,  added  to  the  ease  of  domestic 
life.     Negro  slaves,  at  an  early  tlay,  had  been  introduced  into  the  colony,  and 
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every  family  of  standing  possessed  some.  I'hey  were  employed  but  little  as 
field  laborers,  but  every  household  hud  a  few  who  were  domestic  servants.  Like 
Abraham's  servants  tliey  were  all  'born  in  tlie  house'  They  shared  the  same 
religious  instruction  with  the  children  of  the  family,  and  felt,  in  every  respect, 
as  if  they  were  members  of  it.  This  n)ild  form  of  slavery  w.is  like  the  system 
which  existed  under  the  tents  of  the  patnai.hs  of  the  plains  of  Mamre,  aiul 
there  certainly  never  were  happier  people  than  those  •  menservanis  and  maid- 
servants.' They  were  seldom  separated  from  their  families  or  .Sdld.  The  latter 
was  reserve.l  as  an  e.\treme  case  for  the  incorrigible,  and  a  punishment  to  which 
it  was  hardly  ever  necessary  to  resort. 

"The  dans  of  Scotland  (  ould  not  take  mure  iiride  in  the  ])i(.spcriiy  of  their 
chief's  fanuly  than  did  those  sable  retainers  in  New  .Amsterdam.  In  d< meslic 
affairs  they  assumed  a  great  freedom  of  S])eech,  and,  in  fact,  family  affairs  were 
discussed  and  settled  as  fully  in  the  kitchen  as  in  the  jiarlor.  Tlie  older  serv- 
ants, indeed,  exercised  as  full  a  (ontrol  over  the  children  of  the  family  as  did 
their  parents.  .As  each  black  child  attained  the  age  of  si.\  or  seven  years,  it  was 
formally  presented  to  a  son  or  daughter  of  the  family,  and  was  his  or  her  par- 
ticular attendant.  This  union  continued  often  through  life,  and  of  stronger  in- 
stances of  fidelity  we  have  never  heard  than  were  exhibited  in  some  of  these 
cases.  Fidelity  and  affection  indeed  formed  the  bond  between  master  and  slave 
to  a  degree  which  can  never  e.xist  in  this  day  of  hired  servants. 

"I'l  '774.  Juliii  Adams,  on  Ms  way  to  attend  the  first  f..ngress,  stopped  in 
New  Vork,  and  was  entertained  at  one  of  tlie  country  houses  on  the  island.  He 
writes  'A  more  elegant  l)reakfast  I  never  saw  ;  rich  plate,  a  very  large  silver  cof- 
fee put,  a  very  large  silver  teapot,  napkins  of- the  very  finest  materials,  toast 
and  bread  and  butter  in  great  perfection.  Alter  breaklast  a  plate  of  beautiful 
peaches,  another  of  jiears  and  a  muskinelon,  were  ])laced  on  the  table.' 

"  The  Revolution  br.ike  up  and  swept  away  tliis  .social  system.  It  mined  and 
drove  off  half  the  gentry  of  the  jiroviiue.  The  social  histury,  indeed,  of  that 
event  has  never  been  written,  and  never  will  be.  Tlie  coiupierors  wrote  the 
story,  and  they  were  mostly  '  new  men,'  who  had  as  much  love  for  those  they 
dispossessed  as  the  I'uritans  had  for  the  (^avaliers  .,f  iMigland,  whom  for  a  time, 
they  displ.iced.  In  a  passage  we  have  quoted  from  .Sargent's  '  Life  of  Andre.' 
the  author  says:  '  Most  of  the  landed  gentry  of  New  \uyV  espouse.l  the  nnal 
cause.'  And  it  was  natural  that  it  should  be  so,  for  most  (,f  them  ha.I  f,,r  gen- 
erations held  office  under  the  Crown.  Their  habits  of  life,  too,  had  tniined 
them  to  tastes  which  had  no  sympathy  with  the  levelling  ilo(  trines  inaugurated 
by  the  new  movement.  They  accordingly  rallied  around  tlie  king's  slamlard  ; 
and,  when  it  went  down,  they  went  down  with  it,  and,  in  manv  cases,  their 
names  were  blotted  out  of  the  land. 

"  In  the  writer's  early  day  this  system  of  the  past  was  going  ,„it.  Wigs  and 
powder  and  queues,  breeches  and  buckles,  still  lingered  among  the  older  gentle- 
men—vestiges of  an  age  which  was  just  vanishing  away.  I^nt  the  high-toned 
feeling  of  the  last  century  was  still  in  the  ascendant,  and  had  nut  vet  succumbed 
to  the  worship  of  mammom  which  characterizes  this  aue. 
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"  CommtTCc,  indeed,  is  f;ist  tiikiiij,'  llu'  piaci.'  <if  tin-  iriie  v\d  cliivaliy  with  all 
its  high  assDciaticiiis.  It  is  iinixissilile,  in  this  ctnintrv,  lor  St.  Cicriiiaiii  u>  Imki 
its  own  against  the  IJoiirse.  Money-getting  is  the  great  ulijcct  of  life  in  this 
practical  age. 

"As  I'ithvard  IV.  stdod  <jn  tiie  tower  of  Warwick  ('astle,  ami  saw  marching 
through  the  park  below  him  the  migiUy  host  of  retainers  who,  at  the  siinunons 
of  the  great  Karl  of  Warwick,  had  gathered  round  him,  and  then  thotigiit  how 
j)n\verless,  in  comparison,  were  the  new  notiles  with  wimm  lie  IukI  atteniptcil  to 
surround  his  tln\)ne,  he  is  said  to  luue  muttered  to  himself,  '.\fier  all,  \n\\  can- 
not make  a  great  baron  out  of  a  new  loril  1  '  " 

I'Atract  from  an  article  written  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Kip,  and  published  in 
Tutnam's  Magazine  for  September,  1870. 
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_  "Ofaikai,  SnirviKR's  s.f^.city,  mu.I  pnui.c-.l  sk.ll  and  zcmI  f„r  the  nuMir 
interests,  '  continues  Chancellor  Kent.  -  k-.l  hin,  to  .,ve  the  earliest  an,!  n.nst 
strcnnons  snpport  to  measures  for  the  iinpruvenient  of  internal  navigaii:u,  lie 
drafted  the  acts  for  in.orp-,rating  the  western  and  northern  inland  l,;ek  navi>:  ,- 
tion  rompanies  and  he  w,,s  truly  the  master  spin,  uhi.  h  infnse.l  lileand  vi.or 
■  mo  the  whole  undertaking  He  had  sketched  an.l  caused  to  be  execute.!  the 
plan  of  locks  at  the  little  falls  of  the  Mohawk  and  Wood  creek.  Those  feeble 
begn.mngs  le.l  on  ste,,  by  step  to  the  bolder  and  glorious  consummation  of  the 
Kne  Canal.  He  was  placed  at  the  head  of  both  of  the  navigation  companies, 
an,  h,s  miiKl  was  ar.I.MUly  ,lirect..l  for  years  toward  the  execution  of  those  lib- 
eral  ]ilans  of  internal  improvement  " 

_"  Elkanah  Watson."  writes  Hensun  J.  L.ssing,  "  in  the  autumn  of  ,77s,  pai,l 
a  journey  to  l-„rt  Schuyler  (now  Kome,,  then  at  the  hea.I  of  ba.leau  navigation 
on  the  Mohawk  river.  While  there  he  conreiv.-.l  the  i.lea  of  pro,lucing  a\vater 
connectmn  l,etweeu  the  Ibulson  river  an,i  I-ake  Ontario,  by  means  of  a  canal 
fn.ni  the  Mohawk  to  Uoo.l  cr.-ek,  a  tributary  of  Oneida  lake,  an.I  thence  ,h,un 
the  Onondaga  river  (renamed  Oswego)  to  Oswego  on  I,ake  Ontario  " 

He  returned  to  .Albany  and  ha,!  much  conversation  with  P.eneral  Schuyler  on 
the  subject  of  both  a  -  northern  and  western  canal." 

"The  subject  was  bn.u.-ht  before  the  Legislature  in  Janunrv,  179^  and  nn 
act  was  passe,!  by  which  tw,i  companies  were  chartered  "" 

The  following  letter  from  General  .Schuyler  to  Mr.  Watson  gives  a  hi.st..  v  of 
the  movement.  '  - 


■Sik: 


•  \lW  ^^  .KK,  M.nirli  .)tli,  i;()2. 


conu.uu.t  ,"    """    u'  ;  '""""-"'  "■''"■''  '  "••'•^  "■"  ""^-"-  ''-■»  <""'•"'-••      This 

on     a    c  „,„„„.,1  ,.  ,„|1   f„,  uu.„r,wati„g  1„„1,   cn,npnn,es,  ,,,,0  f,,,- the  wcMvvn.  .,„„l,e,- for 

ru     U  TT'T         "■   '"■"'"'  "■'"  '"  ''""^'  '■^^■"  ^■■^'■-''  ""  ^'""--  "--  <>"-''^  'nke 

s       .  ,  ,    ,:,  ;;  "i;'  '  — ;--e.nen,  of  ,lK.  wo,l<s  f,.n„,  tla-  nnvi,.l,Ie  wn,e,s  of  ,he  Hud- 

s......u,,l  „,  |,e  ,lK.„ce  ,-„n,uu,e,l  ,0  the  pouU  1  h.ue  ,„en,io„.,l ;  .n„,|  i,  „l,lij.,,|  ,„.  c„rpor..ion 

:.:r:;::;::: "  —'''  -  ■— '"  -'^  ---  -  ->■.---  -  •  "^i:.: 

'•When  this  l.ill   „ns  i,„ro.l„ce.l  into  the  .Senate,  .he  pl.-,n.  Kener.allv,  appeare,!  .0  me  so  c- 
cepnonable  ,h,a,  I  ,l,n.„,n  i,  <.„cnn.hen,  on  „,e  ,0  Mate  n,v  i.leas  on  „,e    ,,',...,  a,  la,g        ThTy 

"""''.  ■"'•!   ".11   I'O  co„,pl„o,l  ,o.,n.,now  l,y  flllin,,  „n  ,1,..  Mank.      l!y  ;his  1„!I  ,uc  .-.mpanie, 

■12.-> 


;    ij 


•I -'(J 
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arc  to  111'  incorporatoil  ;  nnc  fur  tlio  «i-^tirn,  llic  ntln  r  leu  lln'  imiilirrn  iiavij;alion.  It  i>  iho- 
[xiM'il  lliat  each  »liall  iniiii'<l  of  (iiic  llioii-<an>l  sliaio;  that  siil)>t'ii|ilioiis  >liall  In' (i|  iiumI  liy 
ciiiiiiiil>-.ioncrs,  at  New  \  uik  ami  All)any  ;  lliat  tin-  lionk-.  -.Iiall  lie  kept  opiii  a  niniitli ;  ilial  if 
miiie  lliaii  one  tlii>ii.sanil  ^liaii's  are  siilwcriNeil,  tlie  cxi'e>s  decliiotetl  frolii  eaeli  Mrli^criptidii  pro 
rata,  so,  iieverllieless,  a^  llial  no  Miliscrilier  shall  have  less  than  one  shaie;  that  every  suli- 
scrilier  shall  pay,  at  the  liiiu-  i>l  ihe  sulisiriptioii,  say  thirty  dollars,  ami  that  the  ilireclorsof  the 
incorporation  sliall,  from  linir  to  time,  as  occasion  may  reipiire.  call  nn  iluse  suliscrihers  for 
additional  monies  to  prosecute  the  work  to  I'llect,  whence  the  whole  sinii  lui  each  share  is  left 
indelinile. 

"  TIk' westi  rn   company  are   lo   luf^in  their  woiks  at  Schenectady,  and  to  pioceed  lo  \Vo(]d 

Creek,     ll   this  part   is  not  conipletnl  in years  say  six  or  eif;ht,  then  the  corporation  is  to 

cease ;   hiil,  liavinj;  completed  this  in  years  more — say  ten,  they  are  lo  he  allowed  lurllier 

time  for  exlendin{»  the  works  to  Seneca  Lake  and  to  Lake  ( )ntario;  and,  if  not  completed 
within  that  term,  then  the  incorp<iralion  to  cease,  so  far  forth  oidy  as  relate^  lo  the  western 
navigation,  from  Wood  Creek  to  die  I  aUes.  The  Slate  is  lo  make  an  ininmliate  donation  of 
money,  which  I  jiropose  at  ten  lhonsan<l  pounds  hir  each  company,  hut  which,  1  fear,  will  lie 
reduced  to  live  thousand  |i(iunds  for  I'ach  company.  I  Ihou^jht  it  liesl  that  the  operations  should 
licj;in  at  Schenectaily,  lest  the  very  heavy  expense  of  the  canal,  either  directly  from  Alhany  to 
Schenectady,  or  liy  the  way  of  Cohoes  or  Half-Moon,  nii^jhl  have  retarded,  if  not  have  tdally 
arrested,  at  least  for  a  time,  the  navigation  inlo  the  western  country,  and  conceding  thai  if  the 
navigation  to  the  Cohoes  was  completed,  the  continuation  of  it  from  Schenectady  to  the  Hudson 
would  eventually  and  certainly  lake  idace.  .A  given  toll  per  ton  will  he  pern.illeu  li  r  ilie 
whole  expense  from  the  Hudson  lo  the  Lakes,  and  this  toll  will  he  divided  hy  the  directors  to 
every  (lart  of  the  canaK  and  navigation,  in  proportion  lo  the  distances  which  any  hoat  may  usc 
for  navigation.  l'ro\i^ioi\  is  maile  that  if  the  toll  does  not  produce,  in  a  given  lime,  six  jicr 
cent.,  the  directors  may  increase  it  unlil  it  does;  hut  the  cor|inration  is  nltini.ikly  conlined  to  a 
diviilend  of  lifteen  per  cent.  Iloth  corporations  arc  in  |ierpiiuily,  jirovided  the  works  are  com- 
pleted in  the  limes  ahovc  menlioneil. 

"  The  si.re  of  the  hoals  which  the  canals  are  to  carry  is  not  yd  dclermineil ;  I  helieve  it  w  ill 
he  that  they  shall  draw,  when  loaded,  two  and  a  h.df  feel  of  w.ilrr.  This  i-,  sulislanlially,  Ihe 
hill,  so  far  as  it  relates  lo  llie  western  navigation. 

"The  norlliern  company  is  to  commence  its  works  at  Troy,  and  to  deepen  Ihe  channel  at 
Lausingliurgh  so  as  lo  carry  vessels  (jf  greater  Imrilcn  lo  that  place  than  are  now  capahle  ot 
going  there.  The  hlank  for  this  purpose  will  he  Idled  up,  I  think,  with  Iwo  feel;  lliat  is,  the 
channel  is  to  he  .leepened  two  feel.  Krom  Laiisingliurgh  the  navigalion  is  to  he  improved  liy 
deepening  the  river  l.y  locks  and  canals,  |o  I'ort  Ldwaril,  or  some  point  near  it,  and  ihcnce  lo 
he  carried  to  Wood  (riik.or  scmie  of  ils  hranches,  and  exleiid  lo  Lake  Cliamplain.  Tolls, 
cicelera,  are  lo  he  on  llu-  vaiiie  ]'riiicipal  as  on  the  western  navig.ition.  A  clause  was  jiroposed 
for  preveiuiiig  any  canals  lo  the  Susi|iuliaiina,  hul  il  was  lust,  il  being  conceived  improper  to 
ohlige  the  iiihaliitanls  of  the  western  country  lo  make  Hudson  Kiver.  or  the  commercial  towns 
on  il,  their  only  markets. 

"  In  the  jirosccntion  of  these  capilal  ohjecls,  I  have  to  cnmhine  ihe  inliie^ls  of  ihe  i  nm- 
miinily  at  large  with  those  of  my  more  immediate  consliliienls.  Wlial  llie  nsull  will  he,  lime 
will  determine.  I  shall,  however,  he  happy  if  my  ideas  on  die  suhjecl  shall  unci  Ihe  approval 
of  gentlemen  more  conversaiil  with  those  matters  than  1  can  he  sn]i])oscd  to  he. 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  \dur  oheilieiil  ser\;iitl, 

'•  I'll.  S(  iirvi  i:u." 


General  Schuyler  wns  iiiKitiimoiisly  clidsen  president  nf  Imili  ((impanies.     He 
showei!  his  eonrKlence  in  the  projert  hy  suhscrihing  for  one  liiindrcil  shares  ;   he 
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gave  his  personal  attention  to  ,1,.  w.,rk  ;   i,c  nulnrni  nil  tl,.  ..ten.lant  l,ar.lsl,i„s 
chuerluily;  ;iii(i  liis  intcnst  in  it  never  llaf^ged  ! 

U'l.ile  expl.-riMK  tl.e   r.nUe  tor  tl,e  nonl.ern  and  urslern  canals  l.e  urote  tl,. 
followMig  uninil)lislie(i  IcHlts  to  Ins  wife; 

.,Mv  „,,^,    ,.,,,.,, ^  "S.ANAln,;.,,  Tluu.,l,,y.  4 f  (Vtul,.,,   ,7,,.. 

1  leasr  let  liim  bnnn  „,,  ,l,e  I.iitlc  M:„-.. ;  l,,'  Inkc,  ,l„«  n  a  sa,i,lK. 

m  n    Mn„,Ia>,  .,,,,,    ,f  y„„  .-,„„<.  away  .„,  Satunlay  .„■  M„„,l.y  ^i,,  ,,,  ,„„,  ,„,,,, 
I  lay  r,M„,.  will,  f,.,,,-  l,or.<-, ;  ,|,..  ,„a.l.s  have  U;u  partly  ,rpai,v<l 
"  UriiiK  siinio  ( listers  up  hhIi  y,ju. 

"  I.et  Jae.,1,  make  the  vvaKKon  l-p  a  little  htfjlier.      It  is  still  1.,,,  I„„.. 
"  My  luve  1.1  All.  Adieu 

"  To  Mrs,  Smfvt  ,.-r  "  '■'"''  *"''"  ^""''^  alteetinual.ly 

■•nearAlhany.  "  I'H.  Sn.fvi.KK. 


"MyI.KAR    l,nvi-  -nNMnA,  August    10,   ,793. 

"■'■Ii^'   "iH-i.la   Imlians   have  hitheitn  (rille.l  uiih   us.     We  ,„,,,„,„.  „,  ,„,;,,  ,,„.  ,„  ,, 

-:r:z;:;':,::;;:r:r,;;:;:;;:-;::-:::::r ;'-'■'-"•■ 

"  I  am  Iniever 

"aii.l  nicist  altectiiMi.itilv  ylUil^, 

•'  I'll.  Si  IILVI.KR. 


"Tn 


Mks.  S. 


nrviLK,  All.auy." 


As  l.ne  as  th.  snnnn.r  of  .S02.  he  wrote  tlie  f^.llouit,,  nnpuhlished  letter  to 
Ins  (laiightfr  C  atliannc; 


"My  iiKAKi.Y  iii:i.ovi:i)  rntiii; 


"  <    ANAI.A   (    HI  1,K,    Illlv     141I1,    1S02. 


••  Vour  ntvurs  ofthe  j.h  a,„l  S,h  iustaut,  I  received  „„  Sundav  the  nth  i„s,a„t. 
,':     V"""   ^?""   '■■""'   "'""''   ^'-   '-   H'— ,1   ,,.uld   ride   hi,,,   „e. 


,r  hiiu,e 

1     a,„    Cm, I    yn„,  ,|iy    s;,t  isfaetinll    is 


accou.panied   l,y   y.a.r   M.„„a   ai,d    \\,„.      |i,„    ,,„„,te   .,s 
lesseiterl. 

J  u,  pnd  ul.ly  le,,ve   ,  ,,s  as  „,.,„  as  you,,,-  M,-.  J„|,„  ,;,,,„,,...  a,  rive,  .hou,  1  ,e,|ueMed  t„  1„. 
■•  un   .he  .0,,,  „r  ,l„s  u,„„th  to  so  with  n.e  to  Cosl.y  Ma„o,,  „here  I  shall  ha.     l,us,„es,    o 
(Ictam  me  not  excee<l,iijT  two  ,|;,ys. 

inim 'm"  ,'"  'prr';?'-'  '"'■'•■  '"  "'"'  ■">■  '■^"'-  '  """■''^^  "'i^  '^•"'"'  ''^-ii'"ei-.  Mrs.  Wash- 
"K.O.     N  ortou,  I'loladelphia,  with  y>n,  a„d  your  dear  Ma.na  wl.eu  1  ,e,ur„       1  am  pleaded  to 
Icaru  that  .nowers  and  lahorers  were  prucued  with  lit.lc  dih.cuhy 

•■  Syrup  of  „,aple  juice  ,s  „ut  to  he  ol.taine.l  here  as  no„e  is  ma.le  in  this  eoun.rv. 
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"  Tlie  j;niiiiiil  wlicir  wo  ii|ieiMlf  i^  |ii'rU'illy  ihy,  iIk'  miU  ^iiu rally  a  rod  s,>iul,  .iml  tlio  «alcr 
of  llio  ricok  sii  ra|iiil,  ll-,..l  llii>  plaoo  is  iiorfoolly  lioallliy — 'nil  of  twoiily  fuur  workiiion  mily  two 
or  three  have  boon  .sli^^litly  iiulisiuiscd  ami  not  a  siok  person  now  on  llio  f^mnml  out  of  live 
families  who  are  liore — 1  am  tliorofore  not  iiiulor  llio  least  a|>|iroliensioii  of  siokness,  oitlior  fn  ni 
falifjiio  or  llio  air  of  tlio  jilaoo. 

••  What  will  Mr.  livinnslon  ami  his  lloinocratie  fiiemls  say  of  the  KoiniMii-  ol  1  laii.o  ^;ov- 
eriied   by  a    Kin^;.      How  the  ahsiird  conduol  of  these  peoplo  loads  lliem  coiuimuUly  into  the 

niiro — theio  may  they  remain 

••  I'liiibra'-e  your  doarlv  beloved  Mama,  your  amiabh'  si,|rr  and  her  ohildreii.  'I'hey  and  you 
jiartieiiiate  in  my  warmesl  aflooiion. 

"  Adieu  my  amiable  and  beloved  child, 

"  Vours  ever  most  tenderly, 

"  I'll.  Si.  IIIVI.ER. 
"  Mlbb  Sent  VI  KK, 

■•  .\lbany." 

The  fiiJiiiwinL;  nnccilote  was  fiirnihhecl  me  liy  bis  great  nepliew,  General  John 
Cochran  ui  New  York  Cily  : 


CF.NT.KAI.   srHrVI,i:K    AMI    llli:    lirTCHMl  N    ul'    Till".    MiiHAWK 


M' 


II 'i 


;;5 
lill! 


"The  iiavig.ilinn  of  the  interior  w, iters  of  tlie  stale  iuul  eiif^ageii  tlie  atten- 
tion of"  General  Schuyler  at  a  very  e.irly  jierioil.  His  intiiiwle  knowledge  of  its 
liydrography  revealed  to  him  the  praclalnlily  of  a  svsiem  of  slate  improvements, 
which  could  cunnect  the  l.ikes  with  the  Atlantic.  He  e'on  then  perceived  that 
New  York  commanded  the  outlet  to  the  oi  ran  tor  the  produce  of  the  West  ;  and 
long  bet'ore  De  Wilt  Clinton  einh. irked  his  foriunes  in  the  I'^rie  Canal,  General 
Schuyler  had  projected  a  more  feasilile  (ilan  for  attaining  its  pro])iised  object. 

"  His  scheme  consisted  of  slack  water  navigation  nj)  the  Mohawk  to  Wood 
creek,  thence  to  Oneida  Like  and  so  tliroui;h  the  Oswego  river  to  1  ,ake  Ont.irio. 
Hut  to  complete  this  chain  a  system  of  locks  would  be  necessary  to  overmme  the 
descent  in  the  Mohawk  at  I.illle  I'alls.  'I"lie  success  of  bis  project  depeiuling 
very  much  upon  the  favor  with  which  it  should  meet  from  the  Hutch  settlers  on 
the  Mohawk,  he  proci  vded  to  possess  lluin  with  his  views.  They  assembled  by 
prearrangement  at  S]M.iker's  Tavern  (since  the  I'aie  Canal,  better  kiuiwn  as 
Sjiraker's  ]5asin).  There  the  General  met  them  and  opened  to  them  his  plans. 
They  perceived  the  advantage  aiul  were  ple.ised  with  the  ]irospei  t  of  the  Mo- 
hawk's bearing  the  commerce  of  the  state  past  their  doors  ;  but  they  coiikl  not 
understand  luiw  tlie  bo.its  could  asi  end  ilie  I.illle  i''alls.  'I'he  General  explained 
that  they  would  be  carried  up  by  locks;  but  to  no  iiur|iose.  Tliey  liked  the 
General  and  would  lake  bis  word  for  anjihing,  but  he  couldn't  m.ike  them  be- 
lieve thai  w.iter  would  run  up  hill. 

"  .\t  this  they  parted  l.ile  in  the  night — the  Diiti  limen  to  their  beds,  and  the 
Ge.ieral,  v,-orrying  over  his  failure,  lo  his.  .\t  a  thought  however,  be  arose  ami 
lighting  his  candle,  took  his  knife  and  a  few  shingles,  and  going  into  the  \ard, 
dug  a  miniature  canal  of  luo  different  levels  which  he  connected  by  a  lock  of 


I  ■» 


p/:iiri)!)  /7W-/SV)/  ^.„^ 

shingles.     Then    providing   hunsclf   with   ,  pail   of  water,    he  sumn,one,l   ,he 
)n.elHnen    (ron,   the,r   beds,  and  pouring  >l,e  water  into  the  di.,1,  locked  a  chip 
through  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  level. 

"'Veil!     Veil!     General/   the  I),,.,  h.nen  cr.ed,  '  we  now  nnderstan.ls  and 
we  all  goes  nm  you  and  de  canal  !  ' 

'•  The  ca-jl  was  <I,.g  and  the  locks  were  built.     They  can  be  seen  at  Little 
i  ■«  1^  to  tins  day.     Such  was  the  policy  which  afterward  shaped  the  Erie  Canal 
and  such  its  origin  with  Ceneral  Schuyler." 

ut  ,  o,  (  enend  Schuyler  to  his  eldest  daughter,  Nfrs.  John  1!.  Church,  of  New 
\  oik,  IS  ut   interest. 


'•  .My  liKi.ovKii  .Ancki.ica  :  "  '^'  "'^^^ '  ^"'^''"'■^''y  "I'l.  '799- 

"Since  my  lettn- to  you,  OM  the  controversy  rcI.itivK.         >■      rmi      ,  nfrl,  .  , 
tiuy,  i.   has  occurrcl  to  n.c.  tlia.  ..„  invcs„j;n,ion  of  tin'   „.„•     '  ■       "        ,  T     ''"" 

would  ,.,„ ,.  c,„„p,.ci,e,„io,,  wi,„ .,  n,„ch',oiii.v. ,  ;„  ..e,;  i: ^^  H :  ,:'":'"'r";' 
r  i ;:  :c';,:  ^"^" ;"--:";-  "-■-'■  -'  -i.  concisions .. ,  s„i„  iaancc  u- . 

juiiUs  lo  coincide  in  opinion.  '' 

nowr';!",M'T  ""  ''"'■"  "  ^.''^'^'"""'^  "^  "'^^  '-'  — ■■>'  or  ,1,0  ,„M  d,>v  of  n  mon.l,. 
.  o«  I  >  us  .ale,l  J.i„u,.iy,  or  at  .!,c  hcginnin.,  of  ,!„.  ,„-sl  n.onu.,,.  of  .lu-  ,i,M  d,,y  o,-  anv  otlio 
■Iny  of  any  o.l.or  nioiuli,  is  peilVcly  iunuatcna.  in  tlu-  solution  of  ,l,e  .pie.lion  u     I.         ,  i   n 
^U lon-i,  ,s  .agreed  on  a„  „a,uls  ,„a.  ,„e  C'liii.ian  .Acia  connncncod  wi'th  the  bird,  If  m;,, 
1  shall  theicfoie  pivmiso  the  follnwins  postulata  : 

•■  .^..      That   the   hi,-,h  of  <'h,i.,  „.as  in  tlie  heginniuK  ot  Ow  hist  ,uon,cn,  of  Ihe  In.,  d.y  of 
Iho  month  ol  January.  ' 

•■  ^.1.     That  the  ChriMiau  .\e,a  is  made  up  of  a  continued  se,ies  of  ,i,„e  called  vea,-s 
yl.      1  h.al  a  year  commences  with  the  liist  pa,-.iele  of  li.ne  nf  ,he  1„M  dav  of  i,„,na.y  and 

.-nina.es  with  the  end  of  the  las,  paitide  of  ,ime  of  ,he  la,,  dav  of  ,he  ,h;.„  fol „« 

c.™l.e.  .,d   .ha,   a  year  eoi.i.s  of  .3  calenda,-  n,on,hs  as  ,1,.,  a,;  named  in  our  Com.la.l:. 

•■  41I1.     Thai  ..ne  hnnd,e<l  sucli  yca,s  conslilule  a  eei„u,y. 

"5ll>.     TlK.,    l.e,ween   .he   las,    par,icle   of  ,in,e   of  ,1,;  las,  ,lav  of  any  neeomher   and  , he 
.cg,nni„«  of  .he  l.rsi  panicle  .,  ,in,e  of  ,he  .lis,  d.iy  of  ,he  ,l,en  Miccee.l  n,  ,anna,-  i 

n,e,.veiies,  l,u,  ,ha,   „o,h  are  in  eon,ac,.  ,he  one  l,e«innin«  whe.v  ,l,e  o.her^   ds  ana, 
holds  vM.h  respect  to  a  continued  s,.,ies  of  space  as  well  as  ,i„,.. 

.1,;.  'i';'::;!!  :":i:z:r  '''•^""^^'■''  ■  -^^^-  - "^  —>■•■•  -' "--.  ,>.e.n.ed 

„„;: ■;)';,, "■;;';  "^ ■'  •;'  •:'"'~' '"'  r -■• "" "-  -— "■  i-  i-nn-u-i ...  consider  hm,  as 

.     o,  ,1,.    l,„,„an   ,,ace).  -ime  as  ,o  hi,„.  was  no,  l.e.oie,  l,u,  commenced  will,  his  l,i„h  ;  ,ha, 
he  m,„nen.  o|    ,,.  ,,„,h  was  ,he,efo,e  ,lie  lirs,  niomeii,  of  ,he  Chris.ian  .Aeia.  fn,,,,  «    em 

the  compu.a.ion  ,,r  \  ears  and  Centuries  is  ,o  cninmence.  a.id  ,hat  hence  it  fo ,l,e  ,  •h,i.,nn 

Aeia  ,s  a  senes  of  years,  in  arithmetical  piOHres.ion.  ,|,.  ,i,s,  ,er,n  whereof  fas  l,e«inninf.  „,'.l, 
.lH.lH.,,nn,l,,of,he,l,.,pa,,ic:cof,i„.._,,,„,H,wi.h.hela,,hof,■hl•is.)isaeyphe'or(.^and 
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I'lch  interval  of  llie  serio,  or  cniimiuii  ililk-iciu-o,  is  diic  year,  .mil  if 
carried  on  lu  any  nunihir  I'f  li-rnis  as  lo  llic  iiiil  of  llie  last  nionjcnt  of 
tliL'  year  yy  (wliieli  liy  postulate  t'li-  5th i  is  the  licginninj,"  of  llie  lirst 
niomeiit  of  tlie  year  Ioc5,  the  number  of  intervals  or  years  intervened 
will  he  100,  or  a  century  conipleated,  anil  er,'  1  if  the  scries  had  lieen 
continued  to  the  end  of  the  last  moment  ul  lyyv  (  wliuli  hy  posiulate  the 
5lh)  is  the  ln,;inninj;  of  the  first  moment  ol  the  year  iSoo,  compleal 
iSoo  years  will  have  intervened,  or  iS  compleal  centuries  ended,  and 
that  every  )iarticle  of  time  suljsei|uent  to  the  end  of  the  last  moment  of 
'799  marks  the  lie;;iiiiiiii(;of  the  1st  January  <if  iStM — must  neceN^:lrily 
lie  in  a  ce-ilury  next  liillo»in<i  the  iSth,  con>ei|Uintly  in  the  lylh 
(enlury. 

"  Let  us  now  attempt  10  elucidate  what  lia^  been  said  Iv  iIh-  diaj^ram  : 

"The  two  parallel  lines  marhed  A.  I!,  and  I '.  1 1.  may  be  lon-idered 
as  the  Chrislian  Aera  extended  lo  the  en  1  of  lone  in  an  indelinile 
scries  of  years  or  intervals  of  years. 

"The  vertical  lines  connccliiiH  the  two  parallel  lines  as  dividing;  the 
air.i  into  intervals  of  years. 

"The  dulled  verliial  line  al  the  lef!  eMnine  ol  i1k-  tuo  parallel  lines 
as  the  beyiniiiiij;  of  lime,  or  the  birth  of  I'hrist,  or  the  bit,'iniiinH  of  ihi.- 
(hri-lian  .Vera. 

"The  vertical  hnc  over  which  the  luimber  I  si.md-  a--  iLeenduf  the 
lirsl  year  when  Chri-t  was  I  year  old,  or   as  the  last  panicle  of  time  of 
the  last  day  of  the  >ay  fust  monlh  of  I  lecember  which  had  opened  the 
f'liristian  Aera  and  (by  the  51I1  posUilate)  the  lirst  particle  of  lime  of  i!j 
second  month  of  January  which  bad  accrued  in  llie  <hii^tian  .Xera. 

".And  proceeilinjj  thus  lo  ihu  line  mail;ed  loo  which  « as  the  last 
moinenl  of  the  year  oy,  when  lie  had  coniph  aled  100  years  of  hi^  lifr, 
and  was  loo  yea'  -  ..Id. 

"  In  the  eiiclised  space  or  inlersal  belween  the  lir-l  dotted  vertical 
line,  iudicalinu  the  moment  of  the  birth  of  Chri-t  and  the  ne\l  vertical 
line  I  iniliealinjj  the  cnmpletion  of  1  year  of  his  aj;e,  or  one  year  of  the 
Chrislian  Aera,  1  have  placed  a  shorter  vcrlical  line  sijrnifyinj^  fiiol 
the  a^c  of  (."hrisi)  hut  that  he  was  then  half  a  year  old  or  in  the  lir^t 
year  of  the  Chrislian  .Vera,  and  Ihus  numbering;  every  whole  iiiterv.il 
of  a  year  pinjjressjvely  ail'lin(»  the  common  difference  of  i  year  to  ihe 
Iirecedint!  wc  shall  liiid  that  tlie  short  line  markeil  oy'i  years  old  in 
stand  in  the  interval  between  the  vcrlical  lines  maihed  yy  and  Kki, 
so  thai  the  line  of  that  iiilerval,  lo  wil,  or  the  last  inomenl  of  hi, 
ajje,  nc  was  liccoinc  100  years  old,  was  passed,  M'V  posiulaie  5th  1  i, 
the  last  particle  of  the  year  100,  er(>n  if  the  vcrlical  lines  liad  lieeii 
continued  to  iSoo,  the  a;;(,'rei;ate  of  the  intervals  belween  liis  birth  and 
iSoo  Would  have  been  iSoo,  and  in  every  part  if  this  interval  he 
would  have  been  pro;;res,in)j  lo  his  I  Sooth  year,  ami  would  be  l.Soo 
years  old  when  the  last  part  of  ihe  last  particle  of  Ihe  la>t  day  '■< 
I'ecember  I7(iy  was  passed,  which  fby  ](os|ulate  Jth)  i»  llie  lirst  paili 
cle  of  the  year  iSoo,  and  compleats  iSoo  years  or  18  centuries. 

"  Hut  if  llie  first  century  is  not  complealed  until  the  end  nf  the  in 
terval  belween  the  vertical  lines  marked  rrxiand  loi.  then  loi  inier\ab 
have  intervenc<l ;  Init  loi  is  1  year  more  than  a  renliny,  and  ihus  tin 
first  century  would  conlaiii  loi  years  contrary  to  po-liilate  4ih.  lat'o, 
if  the  iSih  century  as  is  contended,  will  not  be  complealed  unlil  llie 
end   of  ihe   interv.il,  belween   the   two  vertical   lines,   whiili  would  be 
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markt.l  fi(  the- scries  in  i1k-  .linKram  UM  l.een  cminucd,  j.Soo  ai,.l  iSoi,  tlun  iSui  ini.rv,!, 
wuuM  inlriA  :  l,ut  iSol  is  a  year  more  than  IS  cctuiie,,  cnn.c.|iRnlly  mrI,  inl.u,,!  «„„|.l 
III-  HI  11. i;  lir~i  )i-ar  of  the  lyth  ixiUliry. 

••  l:u,  nu-M  c,f  suun.l  sen.e,  .,,.1  of 'micI,  eanchmr  a.  to  l,o  ,„ca|,a!,le  of  the  sul,terfu);e  uhah 
.-..v.Ihm;  ahuut  wor<l.s  affor.ls,  luvc  hehl,  aixl  ,u„„-  .1,,  still  huM,  that  the  ,„eset,t  ,e„U„v  .h.es 
not  terminate   until   the   last   niomoni  of  the  last  .lay  of  1>.-.  emher  of  the  next  ye.r  th-.'l  i,  ol 

the  year   iSoo  is   past,  and  that  the  19th  century  does  not  cotnnicnce  until  the  ist  n eiit  of 

the  year  1801. 

"  They  have  pinliahly  reasoiud  thus  ; 

••  l-.T„n  Ih.  year  ,  of  the  CliriMian  Kia  to  the  eml  ol  ih,-  year  iSro,  ,„  In'imiinK  of  ,H„ 
only  .Soo  years  or  ,S  centuries  have  intervened,  and  tlierefoi.  ,he  ,r„|,  ,,,„u,y  ,,,,,  ,„„  „„„. 
nience  uiml  the  hrs,  day  of  January  ,,S«,.  So  far  they  are  ri«h..  lUit  here  they  evuhnlly 
roinmence  llieir  coi.,,,u.ation,  not  from  the  liirth  ol  Christ-as  l,et,.iunin«  of  tin,c-l,ut  from  a 
l.eriod  when  he  was  alrea.ly  ,  year  old.  Thus  in  .on.putation  of  ,i„,e  ue  say  from  ,|„.  |irs, 
day  of  January  to  the  la-t  day  of  I.e.emher  inehiMve  i,  one  year,  or  ^'5  dav,,  1  „t  .!„■  fad  is 
thai  there  are  in  that  perioil  only   ;(i4  day>. 

"  Hut  If  we  say  from  the  liis,  of  January  to  the  last  day  of  Ii,,,  ,id„T  I  o,h  in,  luMve  is  one 
year,  or  .,f,s  days,  then  We  are  rorre.,,.  ( ,r  in  other  words,  Iron,  the  l.eKi.Miiiij;  oftl,,.  first 
par  K-lc  of  fme  of  the  hist  day  of  January,  ,0  the  end  of  ,lie  la-,  |.article  of  titne  of  ,hc  last  d.ay 
ol   IJeoeinher  is  one  year  or  ;()5  days. 

A\MTIIl;k    IJ  lilUMIiiN 

"Suppose  a  surveyor  was  di,ee|,d  to  Un^n,  a.  the  Xorth-wesl  corner  of  ,he  ,  lU  h.d!  a,  \,  w 

\  o,k  and  to  ,„■  asure  on  a  ,lue  n..r,h   eour,e  iSoo  ,1 ,  ai„l  a,  the  end  of  So  chains  or  a  mile 

to  set  up  a  Mone  ,n  indicate  ho.v  Tar  that  sn.ne  was  from  the  .Vorth-wes,  corner  of  , he  city 
hall,  what  mark  would  h.  place  npon  it.  ^,. ,  ly  he  would  ,„a,k  it  with  the  mmd.er  I  II  he 
procee.led  .So  chains  or  ,  n.ile  farther  and  -.  t  u,.  another  ...,ne,  this  he  would  mark  will,  the 
numher  2.  ami  pioceedinj;  thus  to  set  up  a  stone  at  ihe  end  of  ,v,„v  .So  dinius  or  I  mile  when 
he  had  run  i.S«,  „„„.,  ,s;„  ,.|,ains.  he  would  s, .  up  a  .stone  ami  mark  it  iSoo;  and  tii,ni„K  his 
face  to  ilic  N.ulh  lic  would  viy  I  am  now  i.Soo  miles  Iron,  tin-  iioilh  «cs,  ,  oincr  of  ihe  lilv  lall 
of  New  Vork. 

••  liul  if  he  had  put  Ihe  s|,,ne  nunii.errd  I  at  the  \,,ith.wcst  corner  of  ih,-  cilv  hall,  II,,  n  I'.e 
stone  to  he  placed  al  .Sochains  or  I  n.ile  fro,,,  ,he  said  lornei  would  have  lieen'marked  2  and 
the  stoue  ma,ked  i.Soo  ..nly  i;^  miles  from  New  \,„k.  Hul  pla.  inj;  the  -lone  ,na,kcd'  I  at 
the  Norlhwest  co,i,er  of  the  city  hall,  and  a  stone  ma,ked  2  at  the  di,la„,e  of  a  mile  f,om  the 

id  corner  wouM  su,ely  mislead  the  traveler  in  determininf;  l.ow  far  he  »a,  fi.  m  New  \  nrk  ■ 
i  r  seeing  2  „,arke,l  on  the  stoue  he  would  conclude  that  he  had  s,i|l  ,„„  „„l...  ,,,  ,,avcr.e  to 
he  at  Ihe  New  Vork  City  Ilalh 

"  -And  thus  persons  have  l..'en  in  error  on  the  sul.ject  in  .|ucstioii.  Thcv  h;ne  placed  I  at 
the  l.irlh  of  fhiisl,  instead  of  placi,in  il  at  the  emi  of  a  vear  f>om  his  l.iiih',  and  thus  njcctcd 
one  entire  year  oul  fif  the  series  of  years  composing  Ihe  f  hrislian  laa. 

".\dicu  my  helovcd  chiM 

"  Vriui^  ii.ost  II  n.lerlv 

"1'^  I.      L         ■ 

"  i  H.  Si  III.VII-.K. 
"  .MKs,  (    lilK'  II. 

"  New  York.- 
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"  In  i7(/,.-',,,i:(|,i,k-H  ClL-irrelhi-Kent,  "he  iirpcl  in  liis  |,l,-uf  in  tin- S.n.itc, 
an.l  .itu-rwanl  pmIiIinIumI  in  .-i  i,;iin|,lih-t  Inrm,  liis  i.l.iii  for  the  iiii|,i,,vfincnt  ,,f 
llie  R-venue  of  this  slat,-,   am!   in    1797  his  plan  was  almost   lih-railv  adciii,  ,|, 
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and  t(j  th.it  we  owe  the  iii^ilitiitiDii  nt"  the  ntlue  <.<(  (■oiiiptrullt'i"  lii  1797  he  «as 
imaniuiinisly  elected  liy  the  two  houses  of  our  l,e,L;islaluie,  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  lie  took  leave  ol"  the  Senate  of  this  stale  in  a  liberal  and  affecting 
address,  whii'h  was  inserted  at  lari;e  upon  their  journals.  ( leiieral  Scliu)  ler  al 
that  lime  labored  under  luessiue  of  ill  health,  and  he  was  not  able  long  to  con- 
tinue his  seat  in  Congress. 

"Hut  the  life  of  this  great  man  was  drawing  to  a  (lose.  1  lirinied  and  <iilli- 
vated  a  [lersoiia!  aciiuaintance  with  (leiieral  Schu)  ler  u  liile  a  member  of  ihe 
l.egisl.iiure  in  179J,  and  again  in  1796;  and  from  1 799  to  his  death  in  the 
autumn  of  1S04,  1  was  in  habils  of  constant  anil  friendly  intimacy  with  him, 
and  was  honored  with  the  kindest  and  most  grateful  attentions.  IIeli\edfor 
the  last  lew  years  of  his  life  in  dignified  retirement,  command'ug  universal  ven- 
eration and  attachment,  arising  from  the  known  inemori.ils  of  his  illustrious 
services;  his  stern  inicgiiiy  ;  his  social  virtues;  his  polished  niaiiiiers  ;  his  ex- 
tensive knowledge;  his  generous  hos[)italit)'.  His  farulties  seemed  to  renin 
iheir  unimpaireil  vigor  ami  untiring  activity,  though  he  had  evidentU  K  si  smne 
of  his  constitution. d  arilor  of  lemiierameiit  and  vehemence  of  feeling.  W'lien 
W'.ishington  died  lie  clothed  himself  in  mourning.  His  bodily  lie.dlh  w.is  not 
only  liroken  by  disease,  but  he  w.is  severely  visited  w  itli  domestic  afllictioiis.  In 
1801  lie  lost  his  daugliier,  Mrs.  \'an  Rensselaer  ;  in  1803,  the  wife  of  his  )(iiith  ; 
in  July,  1804,  he  was  deprived,  under  cirrumslaiues  die  most  flistre.ssing,  of  his 
beloved  and  distinguished  son  in  law,  ( leiier.d  Himilton.  \'et  luahing  could 
sur|iass  the  e.xcited  interest  by  the  mild  radi.iin  e  of  the  evening  of  his  days. 

"  This  great  man  died  on  tlie  iSlh  of  November,  1S04.  at  the  age  of  sevenly- 
oiie,  le.iving  in  the  history  and  institutions  of  iiis  country,  ihirable  monuments 
of  his  f.iine." 

Jami..-  Ki;.\i-. 

KiMiMsc  i-;nci:s  ov  mv  tATiir.K 
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"There  is  no  truth  in  the  Indian  tradition  of  .1  blood  rel.iiioiisliip  with  my 
father's  family.  It  is  true  that  the  Oneid.is  claimed  him  as  brother;  .ind  it 
originated  in  this  rein.nk.dile  w.iy,  as  I  was  informed  in  1849,  liy  a  gentleman 
living  in  W'.ishingloii,  an  old  tViend  (jf  my  lather.  It  seenisth.it  .1  l.iiid  shark 
had  induced  the  young  and  least  respectable  of  the  tribe  to  sell  a  poiiion  ol  their 
land  l"or  a  sm.ill  sum  of  money  and  a  [ilentiful  supply  of  rum.  When  tlie  chiefs 
discovered  this  t.ict,  they  made  a  journey  to  .\lb.inv  to  consult  with  ( ieneral 
Schu)ler  who  was  thvU,  in  175I1  very  young.  .As  he  was  the  luphew  of  their 
old  trieiid  and  Indian  agent,  (^>uidor  (  i'eter)  Schu\  ler,  he  was  well  known  to 
tiK'in  .uid  had  inlliiencc  to  set  .iside  the  s.de.  In  gratitude  llie  linb.ins  ex- 
changed names  with  him.  While  residing  in  IJtica  1  saw  John  Schuyler  of 
Oneid.i,  and  two  others  al  different  times  when  they  came  to  celeliraie  the 
Lord's  S'lpper  in  the  l^piscopal  Church,  but  never  h.id  .111  oppoiiuniiy  of  con- 
versing  willi   them.      in    1S48,  wiiile   living  at   Oswego,   .i   full  bl.joded   Oneida 
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Indian  niunt'd  Schuyler — a  I, ill,  i'uw\\  funned  man — called  upon  me.  He  was  a 
descenilent  of  a  famous  chief  who  had  formerly  had  business  wilh  my  father. 

"  I'lie  RedemiJtioners,  and  many  of  his  tenants  also  appropriated  the  name  ; 
and  their  descendents  of  the  name  of  Schuyler  and  not  uf  tlie  lineage,  are 
numerous. 

"  In  1760,  my  father  went  to  i-'.nglaiid  to  settle  his  accounts  as  a  ('ommissary 
to  the  lirilisii  army.  No  sooner  had  they  embarked  than  he  began  the  study  of 
navigation  and  management  of  the  ship.  'Ten  days  after  leaving  New  \'ork  the 
captain  died,  and  Ralph  Izard,  his  cousin  from  South  Carolina,  who  was  also  a 
passenger,  with  the  consent  of  the  crew,  elected  him  to  be  master.  In  a  severe 
gale  they  siglited  a  dismantled  slaver  with  two  lunulred  negroes  in  irons  ;  the 
officers  and  crew  were  tr.uislerred  to  tlieir  ship,  anil  the  hatches  ojiened  that  the 
poor  black  men  might  have  a  slight  chance  of  saving  their  lives,  'i'hey  next 
hailed  a  craft  bound  to  the  West  Indies  with  a  cargo  of  horses,  and  gave  the 
captain  of  it,  tlie  bearings  of  the  slaver,  that  they  might  if  they  ran  across  it, 
feed  the  wretched  men  on  horse  llesli.  I'inali)-  tliey  were  altai  ked  by  a  I'reiK  h 
armed  merchantman,  and  although  tliey  made  a  stout  resistance  were  c.qitined, 
and  then  recaptured  by  an  iMi^lish  shii)  that  came  to  their  assistance.  .-Mter  this 
series  of  remarkable  adventures,  Captain  Sclniyler  brought  the  vessel  safely  to 
the  port  of  London.  'I'his  account  of  the  voyage  was  related  to  me  by  my  father 
himself.  .\  connnittee  of  I'arliament  passed  a  handsome  enconiiiun  on  the 
accuracy  and  neatness  of  his  (  onnnissary  accounts.  These  books  were  allerward 
stored  in  si.\  large  trunks  in  the  attic,  wliere  as  a  gill  I  delighted  to  examine 
them. 

"  He  was  served  by  slaves,  as  Ldl  men  were  at  that  period.  Being  a  very  ob- 
serving man,  he  was  struck  by  tlie  peculiar  ckportment  of  one  in  particular — a 
I'leld  hand — and  upon  iiKpiiry  found  that  this  man  always  took  his  meals  alone, 
and  never  before  he  had  waslied  his  face  and  liands,  and  that  all  his  habits  were 
those  of  a  person  of  some  refmement.  My  father  queslitined  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject and  became  perfectly  satislied  that  he  was  of  high  l)irth,  undoubtedly  a 
prince  in  his  own  country.  He  took  him  at  once  into  the  house,  gave  him  an 
office  near  himself  and  the  name  of  '  I'rince  '  who  soon  l)etr.i\ed  remarkable  in- 
telligence. Separate  apartments  were  allowed  Inm,  and  the  family  and  their 
friends  treated  him  almost  as  an  equal;  every  New  Year  I)a_\  he  c. died  u\\u\-\ 
everybody  and  was  received  with  great  cordiality.  Many  years  before  the  \\  ar 
of  Independence  broke  out,  my  mother  said  to  him,  '  I'rince  I  wish  that  )ou 
would  place  a  tooth  jiick  under  my  plate  c.Tih  ('ay.'  This  he  never  omitted 
doing  for  forty  years.  My  father  related  this  circumstance  to  his  friend,  Mr. 
Jay.  .Afterward,  while  the  latter  gentleman  was  in  Ivnope,  he  had  some  (loliti- 
cal  information  to  impart  to  deneral  Schuyler,  and  directed  the  letter  to  the 
master  of  the  man  who  for  forty  years  had  never  failed  to  put  a  tooth  pick  under 
his  mistress's  pl.ile.  There  coidd  be  but  one  such  ])erson,  and  the  ])ackage 
reached  its  destination  in  safety.  He  always  took  his  station  beliind  his 
master's  chair,  and  as   he  b-'came  advanced   in  yeais,  my  lather  sliowi'd  great 
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coiisiilt-Tiitioii  f(ir  liis  lie.i'tli  and  strength.  (Jne  liay  at  dinner,  noticing  liiat  liis 
laithhil  attendant  loul;ed  very  feeble,  lie  said  to  him,  '  I'rince  yon  need  not  serve 
me  to-(hiy.'  Not  long  alter  one  of  the  children  came  into  tiie  room  and  said, 
'  Fatiier,  poor  I'rince  is  crying  ;  lie  says  that  now  he  is  grown  old  that  yon  will 
not  allow  him  to  wait  npon  yoii  any  longer.'  'I'lie  (leneral  filled  his  glass  with 
wine  and  told  the  child  to  take  it  to  Prince  and  ask  him  to  drink  his  health,  and 
get  strong  for  to-morrow's  attendance.  From  that  time  nntil  his  he.\lih  wholly 
failetl,  he  took  his  nsnal  station.  I'rince  was  as  remarkable  for  his  piniciiiality 
as  was  his  master,  and  was  never  known  to  fail  in  any  habitnal  duty.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  earnestly  solicited  to  act  as  hearer  at  a  fmieral.  He  replied  that 
he  could  not  possibly  consent  unless  they  were  pinictnal  at  a  certain  hour  ;  this 
they  readily  iirotnised  to  be.  Although  he  had  warned  them  that  when  the  time 
came  he  must  leave,  they  paid  little  attention  to  his  words,  and  were  dilatory  in 
their  arrangements,  and  before  they  reached  the  grave  the  clock  struck.  He 
stopped  at  once  saying  that  he  had  no  more  time  to  give  to  them  and  walked 
away,  leaving  them  to  supply  his  place  as  best  they  could. 

"  My  father  was  in  the  habit  of  rising  very  early  ;  he  thought  seven  hours  of 
sleep  was  sufficient  for  a  man  in  good  health.  Uefore  any  other  member  of  the 
family  had  arisen,  he  attended  to  his  private  devotions;  anil  then  covereil  sheet 
after  sheet  of  foolscap  with  figures,  preparing  as  1  have  since  concluded  for  a 
system  of  rectangular  .surveying.  When  on  his  deathl>cd  he  drew  with  tiiy  as- 
sistance, the  last  diagram,  and  placing  it  in  my  hands  observed,  '  It  is  a  fortune 
for  my  child.'  After  his  decease  this  manuscript  was  entrusted  to  my  brother- 
in-law,  Washington  Morton  to  convey  to  I'hiladelphia,  that  a  famous  scientist 
might  examine  it.     Unfortunately  it  was  lost  by  tlie  way. 

"  When  his  health  would  admit,  he  would  read  Jenk's  prayers  to  his  family, 
and  as  tnaiiy  of  the  servants  as  could  be  present  ;  and  after  breakfast  attended  to 
his  extensive  correspondence.  Long  and  frecjuent  letters  passed  Ix'lween  him 
and  his  son-in-law.  General  Hamilton,  while  the  latter  was  Secretary  of  the 
'Treasury,  and  most  interesting  and  inijMjrtant  documents  they  were.  My  father 
also  wrote  constantly  to  his  esteemed  friend  Dr.  Rittenliouse,  the  great  mathe- 
matician of  I'hiladelphia.  At  eleven  o'clock  he  usually  rode  to  Lewis's  Tavern, 
a  sort  of  coffee  house,  where  the  gentlemen  of  the  city  assembled  to  drink  a  glass 
of  punch  (although  he  never  took  any  himself)  ami  to  discuss  the  events  of  the 
day.  All  strangers  of  distinction  resorted  to  tliis  inn,  and  the  table  was  always 
so  well  supplied,  that  whenever  he  pleased  he  could  exercise  hospitality  there, 
without  inconvcuieni  ing  his  own  household.  He  desired  that  his  cliiklren 
should  be  so  neatly  dressed  as  never  to  be  disturbed  by  unexpected  guests.  His 
chief  pleasure  in  later  years  was  in  the  society  of  C'haiuellor  Kent,  then  juilge; 
Abrahanj  \'an  Vechten  ;  and  John  \'.  Henry,  all  honored  names.  They  passed 
many  hours  of  each  day  together  in  social  converse,  always  on  important  sid)jects 
such  as  internal  improvements,  wholesome  laws,  etc.,  etc.  He  abhorred  scan- 
dal ;  checked  evervlhing  like  it  ;  and  was  tlie  most  forgiving  of  men.  He  said 
that  no  one  truly  forgave  a  wrong  who  liked  to  recall  it ;  charged  his  children 
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never  to  speak  of  acts  of  kiiidiicss  to  others,  nor  of  injuries  received,  tliou-li  I 
<lo  not  mean  to  imply  iliat  lie  thougiu  that  no  occasion  jiistiCied  a  show  of  resent- 
ment.     Freciuenily  in  the  evening  wlien  not  too  ill.  he  would  play  a  few  games 
of  pi.piet  with  num.a  or  with  me;   but  in  the  years  1797.  8,  he  was  affli.led  with 
g<jut  iihnost  incessantly  and  particularly  at  niglit.     After  the  death  of  my  dear 
mama  in  1803,  1  was  his  constant  companion.     The  last  year  of  his  life  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  retiring  at   nine  in  the  evening,  and  at  eleven  would  rise  an<l  give 
hmi  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  .hops  of  laudanum,  S(,metimes  even  more  than 
that.     Then   with  a  bed  chair  to  support  me  I  would  take  him  in  my  arnss  and 
read  to  him  for  two  or  three  lunns.     'I'he  effe.  ts  of  the  drug  together  wuh  the 
sound  ol  my  voice  w,.ul<l  lull  him  into  a  restive  sleep.     At  seven  in  the  nu.rning 
he  was  carried  to  the  dining-room  an<l  placed  in  an  ea.sy  chair  ;  and  after  break- 
last  J  would  take  a  seat  next  at  his  side,  resting  my  left  arm  on  the  arm  of  his 
chair,  he  holding  my  right  hand  in  his.     A  table  with  writing  materials,  books 
aiKl   newspapers  was  placed  before  ns,  an.l   the  day  was  passeil  in  reading  and 
looking  over  letters  ami  accounts.      The  incessant  pain  of  the  anodynes,  which 
his  di.sea.se  obliged  him  to  take  constantly,  at  one  time  reduced  his  strength  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  became  so  blind  that  he  could  not  distinguish  faces '    We 
were  in  -lesi.air  of  his  recovery  when   Dr.  Stringer,  our  dear  family  pin  Mean 
invented   a   means  of  giving  him  o.xygen  air  to  inhale  each  morning    '  Mama 
said  :      <  Mow  does   it   feel,  papa  ?  '      •  Like  a  glass  of  porter  in  my'si„niach  ' 
Mis  appetite  returned,  his  strengih  increased,  and  his  sight  was  restored.     -Ihen 
he  ])egan  the  study  of  German   in  order  to  read  some  b.M.ks  on  surveying  that 
had  not  been  translated  into  Knglish,  and  continued  to  w>.rk  at  his  '  system  '  to 
the  close  of  his  life.      1  le  met  <leah  without  fear  ;  it  was  a  meat  relief  from  dread- 
ful siilfering.      .Some  weeks  before  the  end  came,  he  told  me  that  he  intended  to 
leave  Aunt  Cochran,  his  sister,  something;    I  afterward  remiiule.l  him  of  it-he 
thanked  me  warmly— and  it  was  the  last  lime  thai  he  used  his  pen." 

CatHARKNE  V.   R.   COLHKA.N,    1H50. 
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IIiK  fust  luish.iiul  was  S.iinuul  H.iy.ud  M.ikulin,  sou  of  ricner.il  M.ikolm, 
"  an  I'lniiiL'iit  iiti/ci>  of  New  \'oik,  aiul  a  (lislingiiished  soUlicr  of  tlii'  Ri'volu- 
tioii."  Samuel  i;ratluatc(l  from  Columliia  t'oilege  in  i  796,  and  was  soon  after 
— althougl)  liut  twenty  years  old — aijpointed  secretary  to  \lce  I'resident  Adams. 
While  ill  I'hiladelpliia  he  saw  much  of  I'resident  and  Mrs.  Washington,  and  en- 
joyed the  social  life  of  the  Rei)nl)lican  Court  as  evidenced  by  the  following  un- 
published letter  written  at  that  time  : 

'•  I'un  vmiriMA,  lcl)ni.ny  21-t,  1797. 

"  Dl-AR  MiilMl  1; : 

"  I  lii)|H'  loiij;lic('ore  llii^  ivaclies  you,  you  will  have  icct-ivi'd  my  Ktleiof  >ome  il.iy.-.pasl — I  bc- 
licvi'  I  iK'ylcctt'il  to  iiifiirm  yoii  of  iiiy  prc-cnl  siUiatioii  of  allaiis,  wliicli  aic  an  llaUcrin>;anil  aj;ice- 
alile  as  I  couKI  po^ilily  ilfsirr  « illiout  a  \\i>li  to  wamltT  almut.  I  >\\  uiulcr  lliv  lianiicr  of 
Mr.  Ail.ims  who  '  liroaliirs  tlu'  lVL'-.h  in-ilnicliou  o'er  my  niiml,'  ami  liis  eoini>els  are  so  nilxeil 
with  ilelicacy,  anil  his  advice  tcnipereil  willi  pleasiiifj  nlleelioii^. — .1111  I  Ihiii  iiut  lo  lie  envictl? 
Happy  imieeil  woiiM  I  lie,  completely  Messeil ;  Iml  llieii  wluii  the  slealiiif;  lioiir>  ol  relleelioii 
arrive,  l.ile  ami  alone,  I  contemplate  in  ple.isiiii;  mel.mihuly  the  (lays  that  are  ne\ei  In  return, 
tlu  kinil  inip.ulin),'^  of  a  fnend,  the  -oeial  iiilenourse  of  f.uiiily  ileli^lil,  lieani  fre--h  iipmi  my 
retlecliuns.  Hut  ihou^^lits  like  Ihese  I  know  woulil  fjive  you  pain — thercfi>re  I  foiliear.  I  yes- 
lerilay  visited  with  .\dams,  the  President  and  l.ady  and  was  particularly  recmnniended  to  Mi>s 
Cuslis,  tlieir  niece.  To  ile-erilie  the  paitiiulars  of  what  I  saw  and  heard  is  impossilile  lor  me, 
particularly  as  it  re^peel^  Mis.  Washington.  However,  it  far  exceeds  everything  that  I  have 
ever  seen.  1  intend  ihi^  evening  to  ^o  lo  the  I're^iileiU's  hall  with  my  old  friend.  Nothiuf;  of 
con.secpionce  to  inip.irl,  liut  pray  write  me  very  ^oon,  and  address  your  Idlers  to  the  care  of  Ihe 
Vice  I'resident,  and  wiile  me  the  news  holh  puMic  ami  private. 

"Willi  esteem  and  atl'eition. 

"  \'cnir  s(U), 
"  S.   I!.   M.M.COM. 

"To  Mrs.  Sakaii  M.vi.com. 
"  New  \'ork." 
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"IJI.INCV,  Seplendier  17th,  1707. 
"  l)i;.\K  Mai  coi.M  : 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  ihe  iJlli.  Will  you  he  so  f^ood  as  to  write  lo  Col,  I'iiker- 
in^',  the  Secretary  of  Slate  at  Trcnlon,  the  suhstance  of  what  you  have  written  me,  concerning 
Mr.  (leorge  Saniler-on  of  Lancaster,  in  rcnnsylvania,  and  other  candidates  for  the  Consulship 
at  .\u\  Caves   that  he  may  he  ahle  t'l  lay  liefnre  me  in  one  view  all  the  a])plii'alion^  ? 
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"Voiir  clcctioncoiinR  ^.^nl|..li^;ll  will  l.c  an  i-.ny  .mh'  unices  ymi  have  ajoplc!  llu-  liviicli 
proverl) :  •  I  )aiis  k-  Uoyaume  ik-»  avi.uj;lcs  les  boinne,  ,oiil  k-s  Kuys.'  I  don't  knnw  wl.illui 
I  have  ihc  original  exact  so  I  will  translate  it :  •  In  the  KinK.Ioni  of  llu-  hlin.l,  the  pur  l.lin.l 
arc  Kiiifjs.' 

"  I  thank  you  fur  your  pamphlet.  I  had  read  il  I.elore.  N  there  not  a  plua.e  :  I  )i,,'ite  eon. 
prcjsc  labellnni  ?  Your  observation  on  this  numerable  buMness  does  honor  to  your  head  and 
licart.     Can  talent  atone  for  turpitude  ?     (an  wisdom  reside  with  eidpability  ? 

"  Mr.  Loeke  says  the  world  has  all  sorts  of  men.  .Ml  deRrces  of  huni.in  wisdom  are  mixed 
with  all  decrees  of  human  folly.  To  me,  and  I  believe  to  you,  this  would  l)e  a  rcRiiui  of  tor 
ment  if  sueh  a  recollection  existed  in  our  memories.  Thi,  mu-l  be  eiilre  nous.  What  aie 
speculations  about  the  place  of  convening  Congress  ? 


"To  Samui-i.  li.  M.\i.col,.vt,  Dsy. 
"  New  York." 


"  Willi  l.ii)d  regards, 

"  I  .un,  I  )ear  Sir,  yours, 

"JlllIN  Ada.ms. 
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'77-'    !•   I'lii"  III  I  III' iii.iii.it;fis  III  I  7.'s  I  ,    VII  I-  |ii  r  .11  II  III  III   17^1   ''   7- 

"Ills   li;uii('   j|i|ii'.iis   III    llii'   Iii'l;iiiiiiii^',   nl    177''  .is   In. I  iii.>|i>i  nl    llu   .Si  1  .iinl 

lilll.llliill  111  Nrsv  \  i.|  k  I  lull  |n'llilrlil  (  ii||||i,llili  s  A I  till  .  1 1  Mil',  lllisc  I  i.lll|  Mines 
were  lisn  :',,iiii/('il  .iml  .iii.ingcij  111  Iwu  ImII.iIiuIis  ;  Ihc  liisl,  <  kiiiMi.iiiiIciI  |iv 
('iiliiiiil  l..islii'i,  liii  linlril  llii'  '  I'l  iissi.iii  I'llnis,'  •(lisf.'ii  l\aiij;fls,'  '  K.inj'i  is,' 
'  (  iicii.nliris,'  •  S|iii||Mii(li,'  •  I  I'.'lil  liil.ililM,'  iii.il  llir  •  (Imiiliii  !■  11  ,iIi  i  is.  ' 
'I  Ik;  si'iiiIhI  IiiiII.iIiuIi  w.is  i  mniii.iiiili  iI  |i\  ('i.K.i.il  Willi. nn  ll\ii,  I  iiiili  i.nil 
Ciiliii.i'l  ( 'In  isti>|ilH'i'  I'liiii  ilri ,  I'lisl  .M.i)i.i  \\  illi.iiii  .M.iliiliii,  :iiil  .\'n.si.ii,i 
.M  i|  1  (ii'il  'I'  'l.i.lis.  'Ilii-  I  iilii|i.iliirs  (HIkIIiiI  wilr  ll.r  '  (  i  I  i'ImiI  11  1  s, '  '  llic 
I'iri-I  ili/riis,'  '  I  In'  limn  11  Hulls,'  .mil  llii'  '  I  .irlil  liil.iiiiiv  '  riicic  u  .is  iilsu  .1 
liMi.ji  III  I  .i);lil  I  linsr  w  ilh  |i<liii  1 .1.11  \  ,  |i . ,  ;is  1  .i|>l,im,  .11,1 1  .1  i  1  iii{<.ii.\  nl  I  his 
S.ils  III  llii'sr  I  I  i|ii|i.iiili  s  will'  lr{i|  I'sciil.il  l\  I  s  i.|  llir  Ii.mIii.j'.  I.iiiiiIics  iI  IIii' 
I  il\  ;  I  .ivilij^sliiii,  |i\,  I'll  I  Km. III.  Krjrjl.is,  Kiiiiscvcll,  I  III)  t  liilii  k .  \.iii  /.null, 
lirlM.in,  ll'il'.ill,  \.ill|)\ik.  \  .111  W  M  k,  I  luilrli,  K  ill  IM'I  S,  ;i  III  I  (  li  Ml  I  ci  i|  .  IliC 
iiinli  II  HIS  1 .1  .ill  \v  1  1 1'  u  liilr  sm.ill  1  k  .llii  s,  I  mil  {'.11 1  tin.  .11  k  I  I  il.ii  I.  |'.n  his.  'I  In- 
Sjiiil  Islili'li  mill  U  iliri'l  ,  V'liir  sliiill  j;|rrii  in.ils  uilli  1  liliisnli  dl  luill  1. 11  iii;^.  In 
M.ili  II,  M.ijnr  iM.ili  iiliii  H.is  milinil  liy  llir  I'lnv  im  i.il  (  'niif^iiss  In  ilislii.inl  k  I  he 
IlL'.lilliiiiisr  ,il  S.I  I  Illy   I  1 1. Ilk  ;    Il  1  l.iki-  llic  cl.rs  iiiil  III  llir  kiiili'i  lis,  '.  i\c  il    il   |ii.ssi 

I  lie,  1 1  III  il  I'lr.ik  1 1  ;  {iinii|i  I  iiil  I  III'  ml  mh  1  ■  .isks.  1  ii  {n  iiii  il  1  m  llir  ^  mi  mil.  In 
J'lli'',  I77'i,  lie  .i|i|ir,ii-,  .IS  (  nliiiirl,  I  iiiimi.iliiliiif;  llir  .Sn.i.il  K'l"' imcnl ,  New 
\'i  ilk  I  r\  IIS  ;  1  mill  11  i-,ri|  I  if  llir  '  I'l  n  ,  ,i.m  111  1  us,"  '  I  Ir.n  1  .  nl  <  I  il.,'  '  (  ■.ilnlnin.m 
l\,mj;i'is,'    mil  llic  '  I  .ij;lil    Inl.iiili  \ 

"  .\s  llic  mil  1 1. 11  V  si'H  II  IS  '  i|    ill'-  sl.ili  s  I  link  nil  lie  ilrlimlr  sli.i|ir,  (  'nii;  less  ,111 

I I  ml  I /III  llic  Mlsll'^  111  SI. \  I  ceil  Jilililliiliiil  II  i;imeiil-  In  lie  111  1  mli  i|  1111  lc|iriii!ilil  l\ 
u!  sl.ile  le\  lis.  In  llieir  lc|iii|  t  nl  tlie  liiei  n,  nl  nllli  el  s.  I  lie  <  1  niimllri  nl  I  lie  I'ln 
\  nil  i.il  ( 'mii;iesM  sinl  IIkiI  '  ( 'nlniii  I  M.ili  1  Jni  w.is  :iii  c  \i  eeiliii.'l\  r.m  i|  1  llu  1  1 .' 
lie  w.is  ;.;i\eli  I  ninm.mil  III  line  III  llmse  ,nli  In  inii.il  '  (  'mil  meiil.il'.. '  1 1  u.is  kn'U  11 
.'Is  '  .M.ilr  nlm's  kei'.imeiil.' 

"Ill  (  )<lolicr,  I  7  7'i,  lie  I  link  |inl  III  I  lie  1  :lllle  n|  \\  lille  I'kllliS,  jlllil',  17  77, 
(  'ill  mil  1  Mill  nliii  W.IS  si, 'I  I  lulled  u  illi  Ins  1 1  ■  n  i|  is  ,il  Siillei  11'.  ni  1  I  lie  l\,ini.i|  m  Isn.iil. 
Irin  iiniii;.;  llielc  lliiniii'li  llic  simnnei.  In  Viirnsl  n|  llie  vmie  \e.ii  lie  «.i.  ills 
|ini  lieil  In  Alli.nu  li\  (Inveinnl  ('lmli)ll  In  |ili|i,lle  |n|  llie  innMliielll  J'.MIlisI  llic 
lulls  mi  llic  lliiiKnii  lie  leliillieil  In  Ills  (  1  nnii.iiiil  in  Se|.leiiiliei .  I.ilei  in 
the    inmilli,    .\l.ili  nlin    jmiii  il    «  illi  llic  Im  1  1  s  1  il  (  Iriiei.il   I'ul  n.iiii  .1!    I'islikill,    n  il 
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in  Novcn.l.c.,  j„i„c.l  tl,c  man.  army  at  Whilcuush,  N.  J.,  and  ju^^cl  ll.c  wintor 
at  X'alloy  l''oi-gc. 

"  t.'oloiiel  Malcolm  was  engaged  by  Congress  in  a  variety  of  affairs;  in  1776, 
he  was  appointed  AdjutantCeneral  of  the  Northern  army  under  (kMieral  ( lales. 
In  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army  he  was  assigned  to  the  eonmiand  (,f  I'orl 
Arnohi,  as  the  first  fortification  at  West  I'oini  was  called.  Jn  lune,  1779,  Col- 
onel  Malcolm  was  given  the  command  of  all  llie  New  Vork  mililia  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Hudson.  He  .rmaiiied  in  command  at  West  Point  mitil  AiignsI, 
17S0,  when  lelieved  liy  Arnold,  an.l  he  will.  Ins  troops  ordered  to  join  the  inaii'i 
army  at  Tappan.  In  Sepleml.cr  of  iIk'  same  year,  Ceneral  Washinglon  sent 
Colonel  Malcolm  to  the  deleiue  of  the  frontiers;  and  in  Deccml.cr,  1  7S0,  he 
retired  from  the  line.  Colonel  .Maholm  was  held  in  high  esleeni  by  W  asliington, 
and  Clinton,  aiul  Schuyler,  lie  had  great  administrative  powers  and  enjoyed 
the  resi.ect  of  his  lellow,  as  well  as  the  conlidenee  of  his  superior  officers. 

"Ill  I  774  he  was  chosen  a  meml.er  of  tlu'  .New  \ork  Assembly.  In  1  78.1  ,ind 
again  in  17S7  he  was  elected  to  the  New  W.ik  Provincial  Congress.  He  sup- 
ported Colonel  Ale.xaniler  Hamilton  in  his  motion  to  restore  the  eleclive  fran- 
chise to  the  'I'ories;   and  he  fivored  the  Coiistitiilioiial  Convention. 

"  He  married  .\l,igail  ■rnigley,  in  ,■;(,(,■.  JH'bruary  5th,  1772,  l«o  years  after 
her  death,  he  married  Sarah  Ayscongh,  daughter  of  kulu.rd  Avs(oiiL;h,  of  New 
^•olk,  and  his  wife  Catharine  Hayard.  Colonel  .Malcolm  was  depntv  grandmaster 
(>l  .Masons  of  New  V,.rk  Sl.ite  ;  a  member..!  Si.  J,,hn's  Lodge  and  the  .Marine 
Society.  He  w,is  brigadier  Cenen.l  commanding  the  miliii.i  of  New  \ork,  Ri(  h- 
mond.  an,!  (Jiieen's  cnmties  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  o.vnrred  on  Sep 
tember  ist,  1791.  His  remains  were  interred  in  ihe  burying-place  of  the  l!ri.  k 
I'resbylerian  tliurch  '  with  those  m.uks  of  attention  which  his  situation  in  s.-ciely 
and  his  private  worth  meriteil.'  " 

liy  his  great  great  gr.indsoii, 

kicii..\i;i>  M,iKii\i|,:i.;  Mii\r,,( MiKV. 


W.\SHI\c;ni\'s    lll'AlM.MVKrik-,    AT    Wlllll      I'lAINS 

'■  While  Plains,  situ.Ued  in  the  very  he.nl  of  the  neutral  ground  so  gra])hically 
described  by  Cooper  ii,  '  The  Spy,'  was  .iffecte.l  seriously  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Uritish  army.  W.ishington's  he.uhpiarleis  were  established  in  a  house  at  ihe  foot 
of  a  lofty  hill,  which  was  surroinuled  by  dense  woix's  It  was  the  home  of  I'.lij.ih 
Mdler,  .idjiit.mt  ol  CoKuiel  Drake's  Westchester  regimeiil  of  minute  men,  a  frame 
building  covered  wiih  clapboards,  with  the  roof  on  the  southeast  fn  ni  project- 
ing .so  as  to  f..rm  a  paetty  portico,  the  same  i)attern  architectnrally,  as  many  of 
tlie  country  cottages  of  that  peri,.d.  it  is  still  sta;  ding,  well  preserved,  and  an 
object  of  imu:h  historic  interesi  to  visitors." 

^  We  lind  in  the  History  of  Westdiesler  conily,  by  li.ilton,  reference  made  to 
Colonel  Malcolm  ,is  one  of  the  principal  .iciors  in  the  I)atlle  of  White  Plains. 
Genera!  W.isliiiigton  was  in  command  ,ii  tin-  time. 


iHH 


lit 


.1  iioiii  iiii.ii  or  HAsiiiMrmx 


"(ifiicral  llc.uli's  Memoirs  cniil.iiii  the  fulldwiiig  additioiKil  i>:iiticulais  re- 
spci  ling  tlic  fiinanriiicnl  of  ( 'luillcilnirs  llill,  near  \\  liiu-  I'laiiis. 

" 'rwi'iily-sfvciilii  of  ( )<  lolicr,  1776,  'In  ihv  toreiiooii,  a  lieavy  ( alilM)iui(l<! 
was  heard  lowai'd  I'ort  W  asliinmim.  'I'liiiteen  I  lessians  and  two  or  lliicc  Hiilish 
Sdldieis  u-iTc  sent  in  (■11  this  day.  I'idni  tlic  Aniern  an  canip  to  llie  wesl  .s<julh- 
Wfsl,  there  appeared  to  lie  a  very  coniin  inding  heiglit  wortliy  cif  allenlion.  'Ihe 
Conunander  iiit'hief  <;r(K-red  the  general  ullieers  wlio  were  (ill  (hil\,  to  allend 
him  to  rei  (.mnoitre  this  gmund,  on  ihis  morning.  W'lien  arrived  at  Ihe  gioiind, 
ahhcjiigli  \ery  coinmanding,  it  did  not  appear  so  nuith  so,  as  olher  groinids  lo 


\ArASHINC;TONS   UKADQUAKTKKS. 
(Wliitf   Plains,   N.  Y.j 


the  north,  and  ahnost  p.arallel  to  ihe  U'fl  (f  the  army,  as  it  w.is  then  formed. 
"  \  onih'r,"  s.i\s  .M.ijni  l.ce,  pointing  to  ilie  gronnds  just  nieuhoneil,  "is  the 
gioiind  we  onghl  lo  o(  (  npv."  "  l.el  i:s  then  go  and  view  il,"  n  pi  nil  Ihe  (  dm 
niander  in( 'hief.  When  on  the  w.iy,  a  ligiil  horseman  c  niie  i:p  on  lull  g.illo|i, 
his  horse  almost  01,1  of  hrealh,  aiicl  addressed  (leiieral  W'.ishingloii--  "  The 
liliiish  .in;  ill  ihe  (imp,  sir."  'Ihe  Cieneral  tibserved,  "  < ',cnllemeii,  ue  have 
iM.'.v  other  lin^iness  lliaii  re(  oimoilriiig,"  pulling  his  horse  in  full  gallop  for  llie 
tamp,  and  followed  hy  the  olher  oflicers.  When  arrived  at  lHad(|uarlers,  the 
Adjntaiil  (ienei.il  (  Kead  ),  who  h.id  leniaineil  .it  camp,  informed  ihe  Coimnan- 
iler  in-Chief,    lli.it   I'.ie  (jnards  h.id   lieen  all   lie.it   in,   and   Ihe   whole  Ameri(an 
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army  -.viic  ii,,vv  ;it  their  respective  pdsls,  in  order  of  ImIiIc.  '/'he  C.miuamlei 
n.  Chiet  li.riKMl  roiiiid  to  the  officers,  and  only  said,  ••  (;enllenieii,  you  will  ic 
|>'ir  I.,  yoiii  respeelive  posis,  and  do  tlic  best  yon  can."  Our  Ceneral  (llealli;, 
on  arrivin-  al  ins  own  division,  f(jiiiid  them  all  in  the  lines  ;  and,  from  the  hii^^ht 
of  his  posi,  foiin.l  that  the  hist  alla<:k  was  directed  against  the  Americans  on 
Chall.rton's  llill.  The  little  river  lironx,  which  ran  hetween  the  Aniericnn  ri.uhl 
and  this  hill,  after  running  round  Us  north  side,  turned  anil  ran  down  on  the 
east  and  southeast.  The  ilritish  advinced  ni  two  columns.  At  this  inslant,  the 
cannonaile  was  brisk  on  both  si.les;  diierted  by  the  Mritish  a<ross  the  hollow 
and  lironx,  against  the  Americans  on  the  lull,  and  by  them  returned.  Almost 
at  the  same  iiKStant,  the  right  column,  composed  of  liritish  tro(,])s,  preceded  by 
about  tueiiiy  light-horse  in  full  gall., p,  and  brandishing  their  swords,  appeared 
on  Ihe  road  leading  to  the  courthouse,  and  now  directly  in  front  of  our  Ceneial's 
division,  -riie  light  horse  lcape<l  the  fen.e  of  a  wheat  field,  at  the  f.,ot  of  the 
hill,  on  which  Colonel  Malcolm's  regiment  was  posted,  of  which  the  light  lioise 
were  not  aware  .intil  a  shot  from  I.ienienant  Fenno's  fieldpiece  gave  them  noiue 
by  striking  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  a  horseman  pile  hing  from  Ins  horse.  'I  hey 
then  wheeled  short  about,  galloped  out  of  the  fiehl  as  fast  as  they  came  in,  r,  de 
behind  a  litile  hill  on  the  road,  and  faced  about;  the  to|,s  of  their  (  aps  <,i,ly 

being  visible  to  our  General  where  he  stood.     The  coli came  no  further  ni> 

the  road,  but  wheeled  to  the  left  by  plat(,ons,  as  they  lame  up;  and,  passing 
through  a  bar.  or  gateway,  directed  their  head  toward  the  troops  on  Chaiiertoii's 
Hill,  now  enga!.;ed.  When  the  head  of  the  column  had  got  nearly  across  the 
lot,  their  front  got  out  of  sight  ;  nor  conid  the  extent  of  their  rear  be  now  dis 
covered.  The  sun  .shone  bright,  their  arms  glittered,  and  perli.ips  troops  never 
were  shown  to  more  advantage,  than  these  now  ajipeared.  The  whole  now 
haheil  ;  and  for  a  few  tniniites,  the  iiieii  all  sat  down  in  Ihe  same  order  in  which 
they  stood,  no  one  appearing  to  move  out  of  his  phu  f.  The  cannonade  con- 
tinue,! brisk  acn.ss  the  Hioiix,  A  part  of  the  left  column,  cmposed  of  Hnlish 
and  Hessians,  f,,t,led  the  river,  ami  inarched  along  under  the  (ever  of  the  lull, 
until  they  had  ,■  ined  siiffu  ii-ot  ground  to  the  left  (;f  the  Amen,  aiis  ;  when,  by 
facing  to  the  left,  'leir  ( uliimn  U-came  a  line,  parallel  w  ilh  the  Amen,  ans.  When 
they  briskly  asiendcl  the  hill,  the  first  column  resumed  a  ipiick  march.  As  the 
tro,,i)s,  which  were  advancing  to  the  attack,  ascended  the  hill,  the  ,  n,,na,le  ,,ii 
Ihe  si.le  of  the  Mrilish  ceased  ;  as  their  own  men  became  exiiose,!  to  their  fire, 
if  ..uiiinned.  The  lire  ,,f  small  arms  was  now  very  heavy,  an,i  without  any  dis- 
tincti.m  .,f  soini.ls.  This  le,l  some  American  offi,  ers,  wh,,  were  hioking  on,  t,, 
observe  that  the  llritisli  were  worsted,  as  their  cann,,n  ha,!  ,e.ise,!  firing;  but  a 
few  mimili's  ,vin,  e,l  ihal  the  .\meri.  ans  were  giving  way.  They  move,!  off  the 
lull  in  a  gnat  body,  neither  running,  lu.r  observing  the  best  order.  The  llriiish 
ascen,le,l  ih,'  hill  v,t  .  slowly,  and  when  arrive,!  at  its  summit,  formed  an,!  ,liesse,l 
their  III!,',  ivithoiit  the  least  attempt  to  pursue  the  Americans.  The  loss  ,,n  the 
sule  of  the  Ameri.  ans  was  inonsi.leiable.  That  ,if  the  British  was  not  th,  ii 
known.  The  liritish  army  having  got  possessi,,n  ,)f  the  hill,  it  gave  them  a  \ast 
ailvanlage  of  the  Amerii  an  liiie.s,  almost  down  to  the  centre.'  " 
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J.  W.  'I'onipkins  in  his  ;ul(lR■^^s.  dclivt'ied  at  While  I'lains,  October  iSlh, 
1845,  slated  :  "  I'iie  Ihitish  t'oices  engaged  in  tiuit  attack  were  the  llower  of 
the  army.  *  *  *  'I'hat  deneral  Wasliington  did  make  a  suciesslul  stand  at 
this  place,  has  ever  excited  the  wonder  ot  nnhtary  men.  His  troops  were 
greatly  inferior  in  lunnbers  and  discipline,  and  coni|)osed  in  part  of  militia  and 
raw  recruits.  After  the  battle,  tiie  enemy,  for  several  days  attemiited  to  gain 
Washington's  rear,  tried  to  alarm  him  and  induce  him  to  retreat  or  fight  by 
threatening  his  flanks.  At  several  times  they  formed  a  semicircle  about  him. 
On  the  night  of  the  .^ist  of  October,  \Vasliington  evacuated  his  cnmi)  at  \Vhile 
I'lains,  anil  established  his  new  position  in  the  hills  of  Northcastle,  about  one 
mile  in  the  rear  of  his  former  encampment,  when  the  liritish  appear  to  have  re- 
lin(iuished  all  further  offensive  o])erations." 


AN  iNi'i  r.i.isMKi)  i.i:tti:r 

"  .\inANv,  Octo"-  i4tli,  1780. 
"  Pkar  Sir  : 

"  I  have  consiilteil  with  (Iciu'ral  Scluiylcr  mi  llie  proinicty  nf  llic  Iiuli;iiis  noin^  out.  He 
tliinl<>  il  lif^lit.  Colonel  Ilai'pcr  HmlernUc-i  to  j^o  with  llu'in  \  1  lliink  in  the  liist  Instance 
the  Route  by  l.aUe  Otsego  \  fnuitleis  ot  Sclioliarie  is  llieir  proper  place.  I  shall  see  you  lo- 
inoriow.  I  send  on  two  Fichl  pieces,  iS;  hall  at  Scheneclaily  for  onleis — that  will  contriliute  to 
ipiiet  the  minds  of  oiir  cili/c.  -.  Il  is  proper  that  a  parly  go  out  to  Hallstown  to  keei)  the  jicace 
there  \  to  watch  the  expecteil  party  under  Mr.  John,  tienl.  'IVn  liiocck  wrote  to  Col.  Wenip 
to  detach  a  party  for  this  service — tin-  rcniaiiidor  of  the  Rcfjimcnt  may  remain  until  further 
orders.  Vou  will  soon  have  force  eiKuigli  in  Schenectady  to  assist  Col.  Harper  in  K'^'ii'iH  f^f 
wiih  the  Indians. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 
"  To  "  \Vm.  Mahoi.m. 

"  H.  (il  KN,  Eso." 
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("The  Willows,  tlie  rme  old  mansion  of  General  Malcolm  is  siill  stuiuling 
near  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  river  in  Sin-  Sing,  N.  V.  Alas!  two  or  three 
enormous  willow  trees  alone  show  what  it  was.  The  house  has  been  renovated 
— yuu  know  what  that  means— and  adjoining  it,  an  unsightly  brick  factory  has 
been  erected,  and  I  do  not  believe  liiat  you  would  care  for  a  view  of  the  home- 
stead. The  old  Van  AVyck  place  is  just  above  it  on  the  hill."  C.  T.  R. 
^lAlHl■;\vs.') 

Samuel  r.ay.ird  Malcolm  was  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind  and  had  written  sev- 
eral hooks— one  of  wliici,  I'resident  .Adams  refers  to  as  a  pamphlet.  From 
Samuel  Bayard,  of  New  York  (an  un,  le  on  his  mother's  side)  he  inlierited  a 
handsome  fortune.  He  died  early  in  life  at  Ulica.  \.  V.,  where  he  resided 
with  his  family  in  a  delightful  old  house,  with  e.xtensive  grounds,  still  standing 
on  upper  Genesee  street.  He  was  educated  for  the  law  ;  but  his  chief  occupa- 
tion was  in  looking  .'fter  tlie  property  of  his  wife  in  Cosby's  Manor  and  other 
sections  of  the  state.  Se\eral  years  after  his  death,  his  widow,  Catharine  V.  R. 
Schuyler,  married  her  cousin  James  t;ochran_a  graduate  of  Columbia  college, 
member  of  the  bar,  representative  in  Congress  from  iMontgomerv  county  in  the 
years  1797-9,  ^hhI  eldest  son  of  Dr.  John  Cochran  of  the  Amci'ican  army  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war.' 

'Miss  ronicli;,  Rul.en  V.m  Rensselaer,  formerly  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  now  residing  at  "  Tn- 
wo,xl.  •  New  l;,„n,«u'k.  \.  j.,  is  ti,e  last  of  her  generation  of  the  Van  Kensselaers  to  remen- 
ber  Mis.  t oelir.iiie. 

Mi.ss  Van  Rensselaer  is  a  Bran>Khu,gl,ter  of  lirigaaier-t  leneral  RoI.ert  Van  Rensselaer,  of 
tlaveracU  and  Creenlu.sl,,  an,l  a  Rveal-niece  of  his  only  sisier  Catharine,  the  «ife  „f  General 
rhilip  Sehu)ler.  Her  father,  Jan.os  W.n  Rensselaer,  Ks,,.,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
I  Ilea,  where  In,  h.mse  was  the  meeting  l.lace  lor  a  large  lanuly  eonneetiun.  .Mrs.  Cochrane 
was  a  frequent  and  honored  guest  in  her  cousin's  hospitable  home.  She  bore  her  mother's 
name  of  Catharine  Win  Rensselaer,  while  her  si.ster,  Cornelia.  .Mrs.  Washington  Morton,  was 
named  after  her  aunl,  Cornelia  Rutsen,  the  wife  ,.f  Ccneral  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  to  whose 
namesake  and  only  living  grandchild  we  are  indebted  for  those  personal  reminiscences, 

-Miss  Van  Rensselaer  says,  "  I  remember  Co„,in  Catharine  well.  I  was  very  fond  of  her 
She  was  one  of  the  nu.st  intellectual,  altr.ictive,  charming  women  I  ever  knew.  V,ning  jieople 
were  fasclnate.l  by  her.  I  romendicr  her  well  between  the  years  i,Sj2  and  |,S40.  .\s  a  child. 
I  loved  to  go  (o  church  with  her.  A  pcr-on  of  that  age  must  be  very  attractive  for  a'  young 
girl  to  remember  her  so  well.  1  only  Knew  her  after  her  sccon.l  marriage  which  took  place  in 
1S2J.  My  mother  often  |.oinlo.l  out  lo  me  the  house  on  the  \ew  Hartford  road,  now  (Icne- 
sec  street,  where  Cousin  Calharino  lived  during  the  years  of  her  marriage  to  Samuel  liayanl 
.Malcolm  and  for  some  years  after  his  death.  Her  only  daughter,  Catharine,  nanu'd  after  Mrs. 
Schuyler,  was  born  and  died  in  this  home. 

•'  Cousin  Catharine  came  often  lo  my  father's  house  with  her  second  huslnnd,  Major  Cochrane, 
who  was  also  a  relative  of  ours  and  her  first  c.ursin,  through  his  mother,  a'si.terof  Ccneral 
Sclmyler.  Our  lumse  was  always  their  stopping  place  in  the  fre,|uent  trips  from  Oswego 
Her  brother.  Rensselaer  Schuyler,  often  came  with  them.  He  was  a  strikingly  handsome 
man,  with  nio.st  courtly  manners.     So  great  was  the   reverence  felt  for  the  '  blood  •  in  those 
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d.iyi,  lli.>t  T  Ufll  rL'iollei'l  ;iii  (iM  |>Iiy>ii'iiiii  of  Utioa,  1  ir.  rnvcnliy,  who  li.ul  cliiu'd  uiili  u>,  iii- 
si-ilin^;  il|'on  ■■.•.;  lyiiij;  the  ovci'coal  ul  Ki'ii-r-elaLM  SchuyliT,  ulieii  llicy  Icll  llic  hoiisi;  loyullaT, 
saying  it  was  an  honor  to  iI->  anylliint;  for  the  son  of  'our  ^jrcat  general.' 

"  Mrs.  t'ochraiie  hail  no  siuh  claim  to  personal  beauty  as  lier  brother,  hut  slie  hail  eiiual  dis- 
tinction of  look  anil  manner-..  She  was  n  htgh-bred  j^entle  woman,  and  a  simple,  earnest,  de- 
voted Christian.  NVme  liul  llu-  wilfully  bhiul  could  mistake  her  for  other  than  the  aristocrat 
she  wa^. 

"In  Ihi--  I'oniieclion.  I  ri'meudior  a  household  tradition — ("ou>in  I'atliarine  drosed  with  the 
utmost  simplicity,  very  mi>leadinf;  to  the  eye  which  then,  as  now,  looks  on  feathers  and  fuibe 
lows  as  the  nidy  insignia  of  gentlefolk,  doing  i|uielly  into  church  one  day,  where  she  was 
not  known,  she  took  her  scat  in  a  vacant  ]iew  assigned  to  her.  The  so-called  owners  of  the 
pc«",  conung  late,  looked  .t.skancc  upon  the  modest  intruilcr.  The  discourteous  crowding  was 
a  matter  of  physical  di.seomfort,  but  the  ill-bred  comments,  barely  suppressed,  were  [lowcrle.ss 
to  rullle  Mrs.  C"ochraiie's  .serene  dignity.  Imagine  the  disconWilure  of  the  Imuglity  Pharisees, 
when,  after  service,  Mrs.  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  had  been  detained,  came  uj)  to  join  her 
sister  and  n\aKe  her  known  to  her  aC'iuainlanccs." — S.  in;  1..  V,\N  Kknsski.akr  Sikonu. 
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J'JIIN    COCHR.W 

Dir,\/<>r   Gciu-ral  of  Mu'ii^vy   //ns'/'ifn/s 

"  A  century  has  elapsed  since  the  American  Rev.,hilii>ii,  and  in  the  interim 
much  has  been  written  and  i.ui)lishe<l  cmceriiing  it.  ]iut  there  is  still  s,,me- 
ihmg  to  be  supplied.  Comparatively  little  has  ever  been  accessible  to  the  jniblic 
concerning  the  medical  department  of  the  army  of  patriots.  The  historian 
seems  only  to  have  considered  this  feature  of  the  war  in  a  general  way,  while 
<lealing  with  other  subjects  in  detail.  Reasons  for  this  possibly  ovist  ■  the  rec- 
ords may  have  been  destroyed  by  the  llritish  in  .8.4.  Whatever  tiie  .'uise,  cer- 
tain It  IS,  that  there  is  a  lamentable  absence  of  information  about  an  arm  of  the 
public  service  of  no  secondary  importance.  Fortunately,  the  kiter-book  (,f  its 
othcial  head,  Dr.  John  Cochran,  has  been  preserved,  and  in  the  belief  that  a 
tew  e.vtracts  from  its  centennial  pages  will  be  of  interest  to  the  rea.ler,  and  serve 
to  lurow  Ircsh  light  upon  obscure  passages  in  our  history,  this  pai.er  has  been 
prepared. 

"In   the   year    1570,  John    Cochran,  of  kin   t(,  the  Karl  of  1  hmdunald,  emi- 
grated from  Paisley,  in  Scotland,  to  the  north  of  lielan.l.      James,  his  descend- 
ant m  the  si.Mh  generation,  crossed  the  sea  to  America,  and  "in  the  early  part  of 
the   eighteenth   century  settle.l   in  Pennsylvania.      1  lis  third  son,  born  at  Sads- 
bury,    Pennsylvania,   September   ,st,    .730,   was  Dr.  John  Cochran  of  the  Rev- 
olution, who  was  educated  for  a  surgeon  by  Dr.  Thompson,  of  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvaniu.     Having  received  his  diploma,  he,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Freiu  h  and 
Indian    war,  entered  the  English  service  as  surgeon's  male  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment, and   remained   with   the  Northern   army  to  the  close  of  hostilities 
W  hen   C.eneral   ]5radstreet   marched   against   Fort   Frontenac  in  the  summer  of 
175S  lie  joined  him,  together  with  Major  (afterward  General)  Philip  Schuyler 
lu  the  campaigns  of  this  year  he  ac.piired  the  medical  proficiency  and  the  sur- 
gical cxpertness  for  which  he  was  afterwanl  celebrate,!.     On  the  4th  of  De.em- 
ber,  1760,  he  was  unite.l  in  marriage  at  Albany,  N.  V..  to  Gertrude  Schuyler 
the   widow   of  Peter  Schuyler,  and   the  only  sister  of  General  Philip  Schuyler 
He   afterward   removed   to   Rrunswick,   N.  J.,  where   he   practiced    his   protes- 
sion,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society  in  ,766 
succeeding   Dr.  liurnet  as   its   President   in   1769.      His  resilience  at  lirui.swick 
terminated   when  the  Pritish  burned  his  house  in  the  fir.st  years  of  the  war.      At 
the  close  of  the  winter  of  1776  he  volunteered  his  services  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment ol   the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  and  Washington,  in  a  letter  written  in 
the  beginning  of  1777,  in  which  he  spoke  of  his  experiences  and  services  in  the 
hench   war,  recommende.l   his  name  to  the   favor  of  the  national  legislators. 
Congress  having,  April  7tii,  ,777,  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  rep(,rt  on  the 
hospitals,  plans  mo.lded  after  those  of  the  British  army  were  submitted  by  Dr 
Cochran   and    Dr.  William   Shippen,  which   being  duly  approved    bv   General 
Washington,  were  on  that  day  adopted,  and  prevailed  till  remodeh.;!  bv  (^.n- 
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grt'ss  St'pieinbcr  3otl),  17S0.  On  the  1  ith  df  April,  1777,  \n  pursuance  of  lli.s 
Excellency's  reconimendaliun,  l)r.  CiKliran  rtieKcd  ilie  appointment  uf  Cliief 
Physician  and  Snrgeon-CJeneral  ol"  the  army.  Allir  nearly  tour  years  of  service 
in  this  position,  lie  was,  on  the  resignation  ol  l)r.  Shippen.  t)ronKite<l  by  the 
appointment  of  Congress  (17th  of  Jamiary,  17H1)  to  that  of  Director  of  the 
Military  Hospitals  of  the  United  States,  in  which  capacity  lie  contiinied  to  the 
eiul  of  the  war.  'Die  documents  handed  down  to  ns — his  entries,  memoran- 
dums and  letters — partake  of  llie  authority  of  an  oflicial  record.  They  also  dis- 
close the  many  and  ilistressing  dilliculties  of  the  situation.  During  this  exciting 
period  the  country  passed  througli  the  severest  oi  trials.  'I'here  have  been  otlur 
wars  of  greater  magnitude  and  of  longer  duration,  but  none,  I  think,  so  heii  ic 
as  this.  The  war  of  iSf)i  was  to  [ireserve  the  government — the  government  es- 
tablished by  the  .Army  of  tl;e  Revolution  in  the  birth  throes  of  pain  and  trib- 
ulation. The  Army  of  the  Union  was  orgaiii/ed  witli  formidable  numbers,  an 
abundant  commissariat,  speedy  transportation,  ade(iuale  supplies,  a  thoroughly 
appointed  mediral  department,  and  every  equipment  re(|uisiie  to  the  condiicl  of 
modern  war.  In  these  essentials,  certainly  it  was  sujieritjr  to  its  enemy  ;  and 
though  justly  deserving  the  meed  of  praise,  its  i)roudest  hitirels  are  by  no  means 
concurrent  with  the  heroism  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  as  the  effort  of  a 
jieople  in  their  incipience  to  establish  a  government  is  more  heroic  than  the  ef- 
fort of  a  people  at  their  maturity  to  prevent  its  overthrow. 

"The  Medical  De[i.nlment,  as  rearranged  Ocli}ber  61I1,  1780,  consisted  of  a 
Director  of  the  Military  Ji(jspitals  of  the  Army,  stationeil  at  head(|uarters,  a 
Uhief  Physician  and  Surgeon  of  the  Arm\'.  stationed  with  the  army,  three  chief 
])Ii)sicians  of  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  stationed  variously  at  the  jirincipal  hos- 
pitals, a  purveyor  and  assistant,  with  their  ckrks,  an  apothecary  and  live  assist- 
ants, t'ifteen  hospital  jihysicians  anil  surgeons  and  twenty-six  mates,  detailed  to 
dil'ferent  hospitals  as  re(|uired,  nine  stewards,  three  storekeepers,  one  clerk  of 
tlie  magazine,  seven  ward  masters,  seven  matrons,  thirty  nurses  and  orderlies 
detailed  from  the  ranks,  or  otherwise  employed,  as  01:1  asion  demanded.  As 
already  stated,  \)v.  Cochran  was  ap])ointed  Surgeoii-Cieneral  of  the  Army  April 
I  all,  I  777,  and  commissioned  ( )ctober  6,  1  780,  Chief  Physician  and  Surgeon  of 
the  .Army,  with  Dr.  William  Ship])en  his  superior  as  Director  of  the  Military 
Hosi)it,ils.  He  continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  resignation  of  Di.  Shippeii, 
when  January  19th,  1781,  he  was  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  meilical  depart- 
ment. Dr.  James  Craik,  jirevioiisly  the  first  in  order  of  the  three  chief  [iliysi- 
cians  anil  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  was  given  the  phu  e  of  Chief  Plnsician  and 
Surgeon  ol  the  .Army,  vac-ated  by  Dr.  Cochran,  and  Dr.  William  P.iirnet,  one 
of  the  fifteen  hcjspital  physicians  and  surgeons,  was  promoted  to  his  place.  'I'lie 
remaining  two  chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  tiie  hospitals  were  Messrs.  Mal- 
ichi  'I'reat  and  Charles  .McKniglil.  Dr.  Thomas  Hond  was  the  purveyor  and 
Andrew  Cragie  the  apothecary.  Military  necessity  derided  the  location  of  the 
hos]iitals.  The  most  ]iromincnt  were  at  the  artillery  huts  near  New  Windsor, 
the   Robinson  House,  West   Point  barracks,  Murristown,  Albaii) ,  Philadelphia, 
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Nevv  Hampsh.re  huts,  Xcw  liu.ton.  Fishkill,  \c11cmv  Sprnigs.  \Vill,a,nsln,rd 
>-n(l  I  rentu,,.  An  a.l.liiional  (lying  hospital  a,  cmi.anicl  the  anny,  an.l  small- 
pox hospitals  «f.e  cstahlishfil  when  ncalc.l.  The  hospitals  at  the  arlillciy  hnts 
I  he  barracks  at  West  I'uint  an.l  the  Robinson  House,  appear  to  have  been  .lesi-' 
nate.l  by  Congress.  Returns  from  all  of  these,  so  Irequent  as  to  enable  a  slate- 
ment  to  be  tabnlate.l  and  trans.nitte.l  every  tnonlh  either  to  the  thairinan  of  the 
Me.lical  Coininittee  of  Congress,  the  Hoard  of  \\ar,  or  the  Se.ielarv  of  W  ,i 
represented  with  perio.lical  accuracy  the  physical  condition  of  the  army  The 
colunnis  which  show  for  each  month  the  treatment  in  hospital  of  an  average  <.f 
lilly  ol  the  wives  and  children  of  soldiers,  happily  discloses  to  the  observation 
ot  the  curious  an  exceptional  benevolence  in  the  usaKc  of  wrr. 

"  The  scale  of  compensation  was  at  the  extreme  of  moderation.  In  no  .le- 
gree  however,  in  the  absence  of  value  to  the  currency  in  wliirh  it  was  rated 
could  pay  have  been  invested  will,  the  attraction  of  reward.  Vet,  u  is  submit- 
ted as  not  devoid  of  interest.  Te,  the  office  of  director  of  the  military  hos- 
pitals was  attached  the  pay  of  8,50  per  month,  t.vo  rations,  one  for  servant  and 
two  for  fora,,e;  to  that  of  the  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army,  ^.ao 
per  month  luo  horses  and  wagon,  and  two  rations  of  forage;  to  each  of  the 
three  .hief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospitals.  <;,4o  per  month  and  two 
rations;  to  the  purveyor,  S130,  and  his  assistant  .S;,  per  ni.mth  ;  to  the  ap.ah- 
ecary  S.30  j.er  month,  and  his  two  assistants,  .^50  per  month  each  ;  to  the  fif- 
teen hospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  S.ao  per  month  each,  and  to  each  of  the 
twenty-six  m.ites,  S50  per  month.  The  stewards  received  each  S^j  per  moi.th, 
the  clerks  and  storekeepers  S2  per  day,  the  seven  matrons  a  half  .lollar  each  and 
a  raiion  per  d.iy,  the  thirty  nurses  each  two  shillings  and  a  ration  a  day,  and  the 
orderlies,  if  sol.liers,  (,ne  shilling  and  a  ration,  and  if  citi/ens  two  shillings  aiul 
a  ration  a  day. 

'-Tlie  deparlment  at   the   South  was  organized   by  resolution  of  Congress  of 

the  r5lh  of  .Niay,, 78,,  with  l)avi<l()liphaiit,,,f  South  Carolina,  deputy  director- 
Icter  I.ay.ssonx,    chief  physician  of  the   ho.spitals-pay,    .S,4o   per  month,  two 
rations,  and  two  of  forage;  James  Hrowue,  chief  physician  of  thearmy_n,v 
M40,  two  ration.s,   and    two    of  forage ;     Robert  Johnson  and   William    Reed 
hospital  physicians,    with    pay  of    .<,.o   each  per  month,   one  ration   and   one 
for  forage;  and  Nathan  Dn.wusnn,  dep.uy-pnrveyor,  all  of  whom  were  st.uioned 
in   South    Carolina.      Subsequently,  on    the    2otli  of  .September,  ,780,  were  >,.- 
pot.ned    by  resolution   of  Congress,  1  )rs.  Thomas.  Tudor,  Tucker   and   Vi,  kars 
physicians  and  surgeons,  for  the  Soulhern   1  ),-pann,ent,  David  Smith,   deputy- 
purveyor,  and  John  Came,  assistant  -leputy-apothecary. 

"Such  w:,s  the  medical  -leparlment,  to  the  admini.stration  of  which  1  )r 
Cochran  was  chosen  because  of  his  comprehensive  experien.e  and  intimate 
know  edge  of  us  details.  The  language  of  his  letter  from  New  Win<ls<,r 
March  25th.  1781,  to  Dr.  Peter  Turner,  hospital  phvsican  and  .surgeon  'My 
appotntmeni  w,.s  uus.,lici,e,l,  and  a  rank  to  which  l' never  aspire.l.  being  per- 
fectly happy  where   I  was,'  ai.ests  the  modesty  of  his  nature  in  the  acceptance 
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lit'  .111  unsouglit  iuiil  iiiicxiicclfd  distiiK  luni.  I'lie  lurtimt's  of  the  tounti)  wiu- 
llu'i)  ;U  tliL'ir  tlarkfst — a  liclpU'ss  Cunnress,  an  empty  treasury,  ami  an  cxluiusicil 
pcupk'.  \'ft,  lie  iinhfsitalinuly  undtTliKik  tlif  ri'sp(iiisil)ilities  of  tlif  staliim, 
and  cheerfully  devoted  his  engeries  to  the  services  ol  his  country.  Writing 
IVuni  New  Windsor,  March  26lh,  lySi,  to  l)r.  fleorne  Caniiihell,  he  said: 
'  Whether  my  present  station  will  contribute  lo  my  luture  happniess  time  must 
discover.  Hut  if  1  have  no  better  success  than  my  predecessors,  my  lot  must  be 
unfortunate  indeed.  A  determined  resolutit)n  to  contorm  to  the  rules  of  right, 
and  that  support  which  1  have  some  reason  to  expect  from  every  gentleman  of 
the  department  will,  1  hope,  iirnteit  me  against  the  malevolence  of  my  enemies, 
it  1  have  any.  I  say,  if  I  h.ive  .ui\ ,  tor  sure  1  am  that  I  never  put  a  thorn  in 
any  honest  man's  breast.' 

"The  temerity  often  generated  Ijy  selfsiifliciency  was  alien  to  his  nature. 
When  assimiing  his  ofticial  responsibilities,  he  in  ajijiropriate  words  refers  his 
cMiduct  to  the  suppiii  he  may  deserve  and  receive  from  his  official  subalterns. 
•1  thank  yon,'  lie  wrote  to  l>r.  Hinney,  M.uch  25th,  1781,  'for  your  very 
piilite  congratulations  on  my  appointment,  and  the  favorable  sentiments  you  are 
jileased  to  eutert.iin  of  my  dispositiim,  and  the  willingness  you  express  of  serving 
under  my  superintendeiKc.  In  return,  1  only  wish  to  a(  t  such  a  part  as  will  en- 
title me  to  a  continuation  of  )iiur  approbation,  anil  that  of  every  gentleman  in 
the  ilep.irliiu-nt.'  In  a  letter  to  1  )r.  'i'lioinas  Waring  Morris,  dated  February 
2.Stii,  17S1,  he  said,  'The  gentlemen  of  the  corps  which  1  have  the  honor  to 
sui)eriiitend  m  ly  be  assured  that  every  endeavor  of  mini'  shall  be  exerted  to 
render  them  as  happy  as  possible.'  lint  his  nati\e  benevoleiue  was  not  con- 
sumed with  the  beneli(  ent  phnise  of  amiable  intentions.  His  charities  were 
mnversant  with  the  alTaiis  of  the  humblest,  and  wherever  misfortune  interfered 
with  the  duties  of  dependents,  or  oppressed  the  deserving,  his  oflices  were  in- 
terposed to  alleviate  or  renmve.  Strong,  however,  as  were  these  humane  dis- 
p  isitions,  they  were  duly  subjecteil  to  the  superior  obligations  of  ofhi  ial  respon- 
siliilities,  and  their  exerci.se  iluly  restricted  within  the  sphere  of  oftici.d  trust. 

•'  From  Xiw  Wimlsur,  February  aSih,  17S1,  he  wrote  to  Dr.  fleorge  Steven- 
son, of  Morristciwii  :  '])ear  .Sir,  I  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  19th  inst. 
\esterday,  and  thank  you  tor  ymir  congratul.itidiis  on  my  appointment  to  the 
1  )irectoisliip  of  the  Hospitals.  Wiiellier  1  shall  answer  the  expectations  of  the 
p'liilic  in  general,  or  of  my  friends  in  particular,  will  greatly  depend  on  the 
genllenien  of  the  depanim-nt,  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  iluly,  and  a  sliiit 
observance  of  the  rules  l.iid  down  by  t!ongress  in  tiie  plan  for  conducting  the 
Hospital  Department.  I  believe  that  you  are  persuaded  that  yon  have  my 
p.itroiiage  and  evei  v  godd  iiiti'ution  to  your  welfare.  Therefore,  I  should  be 
very  sorry  that  your  situation  should  ever  be  such  as  to  jtut  it  out  of  your  pnwer 
to  comply  with  any  orders  you  may  receive  from  your  sn|>eriiir.  It  is  very 
evident  th.it  yon  cannot  live  on  the  air,  and  unless  money  is  furnished  you  can- 
not proceed  to  \"irgiiiia,  where  I  do  not  believe  you  will  be  ordered.  l>ut  should 
you  be  so  unfortun.ile,  as  it  so  badly  accords  with  your  circumstances,  on  ap 
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plication  to  Dr.  Treal,  I  am  iiiTsiinclcil  he  will  cnli'i  ,ui,  thcr  m  yoiii-  piatf,  you 
first  m, iking  known  lo  liini  )-our  peculiar  situation.' 

"  Hilt  in  a  IclttT  to  Dr.  James  Craik,  tiic  litcKaig  friend  ai.il  personal  physi 
<:ian  of  Washington,  i)r.  Cochran  expressed  in  the  cnuhjr  of  mutual  friendship, 
sentiments  which,  under  ihe  cir(:iimslan(  es,  retlect  honor  on  them  both.  •  New 
Windsor,  March  26lh,  17S1.  l)e.,r  Craik  :  The  enclosed  act  of  Coni^ress  ap- 
pointing you  Chief  Physician  and  Surgeon  of  the  Army  in  my  room,  came  to 
hand  a  few  days  since,  under  cover  from  the  I'resident  of  Congress.  Cive  me 
le.ive  to  (iffer  my  congratui.ilions  on  this  a|ipoiiiiment,  as  1  know  it  is  more 
agreeaMe  to  yourself  than  your  former  station,  and  more  ,10  cpt.ilile  u.  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief anil  the  whole  army.  Vou  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  adula- 
tion, when  I  assure  you  that  I  would  ratiier  have  romplimenleil  you  on  the  ot- 
casion  of  your  being  appointed  Director,  than  where  you  are,  lor  many  reasons  ; 
and  I  believe  that  every  member  of  Congress  will  do  me  ilie  justice  to  at  kiioul 
edge  that  I  gave  you  the  preference  upon  every  interview  1  had  with  ihem  when 
conversing  upon  the  subject.      I  know  of  none  ilissaiislud  with  my  appi.intment. 

*  *   *     I   hojie  to  act  such  a  part  as  to  be  out  of  the  power  of  friend  or  foe. 

*  *  *  I  sh.dl  be  liappy  to  see  yuu  once  more  wiih  us.  I  pur|)ose  to  be  the 
greater  pnt  of  my  tnne  in  the  Held.  IVrhai)s.  you  will  say,  no  thanks  to  y,.u,  f.  r 
that  a  resolve  passed  a  few  days  after  you  left  Philadelphia  ordering  tlie  Direct(.r 
to  repair  to  Head  Quarters,  and  to  make  that  the  chief  place  of  his  resideme.' 
'I'he  i)resence  of  the  medii  al  staff  in  the  field,  indeed  was  demanded.  In  all  the 
war,  tlie  doctor  hail  been  with  the  army,  alleviating  its  sufferings,  in  the  ri,:;ors 
ut  N'.dley  Forge,  and  stimulating  ils  convalescence  in  the  camp  al  Morrist(iwn. 
'I'he  lermination  of  the  war  found  him  at  his  post  near  head(|iiarters  of  the  arm) . 

"The  following  letter,  written  while  he  was  surgeon-general,  to  Jonathan 
I'otis,  then  purveyor  to  the  hospitals,  represents  concisely  the  condition  of  the 
liosi)itals,  and  the  routine  of  their  neglect  during  the  period  of  the  war,  anterior 
to  his  accession  to  their  care  and  direction. 

.    ,  ,,  ,.  '•'  .Mol;HI>ln\VN,  M;licll   l,S,    l7,St,. 

"  '  I'E.AK  SiK  :  ' 

•' '  r  acoivi-.l  your  lavor  l>y  I  )|-.  ilomi,  .tii.I  am  cxtroiiu ly  M,ny  lur  ihe  |.icm  lU  siUiaUon  tif  the 

Ilnspilal   liiiaiHes,     Our  ,t<Mos  liavo  all  ]<vvn  csu,n<],,\  f,.r  twn  week,  |),,~l,  an. I  lu.l  !o>s  tlian 

si\    luin.lii.d    ivginieiUal   sick   ami    laiiu-,  iiiiist  of  wIkhii  ri-.|uiie  some  a>sislaiici.,  wliicli  l.eiiit^ 

wiiMkI.I,  aiv  lanf;iiisliiiig  am]  imist  sulUr.     I  llallcr  iiiyH-K  you  li.ivc  no  lilame  in  lliis  nuillei  ; 

Imt   cui-^e   oil   liim  or   llu-ni   l)y  whom   this  e\il   is  luniliicMl.     The  vingt-ancc  of  an  o|lun.k(i 

Deity  must  overtake  ilu.  miscreants  so.nier  or  later.    It  f;rieves  my  soul  to  see  the  poor,  worlliy 

lir.ave  fellows  |>in<.  away  for  want  of  a  few  eomforls,  wiiieh  they  have  clearly  earned.      I  shall 

wan   on    His   Kxeelleney  the   (  omman.ler  inChiel",  air'    reine-ent  our  ,iluali,.n,  1  ut  1  am  per- 

sua.led   it  can    have  litlle  ell,.,l.  f.a-  ulial  oan  he  ,lo  ?     He  may  refer  tlie  matter  to  Confiros,, 

who  will  |.rol.al.ly  |iow-wow  over  it  awhile,  ami  no  more  he  heard  of  it.     The  few  .stores  sent 

on  !>y  III.  llond   in  your  ahsence  liavo  not  yet  arrived.     I  s,i|,|,„se  (uvinu  to  the  badness  of  the 

roads.      If  they  eome,  they  will  give  us  some  relii.f  for  a  lew  weeks. 

'"  Compliments  to  all  frieml-  ami  helievo  me, 

"  '  Ilear  .Sir,  yours  very  sineerely, 

"  ■  John  ( 'iii-iiKAN.' 
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•'  At  no  iimc  di'l  tlie  army  alKumd  in  mcdii  al  stores.  In  the  year  1781,  how- 
ever, tliey  were  nearly  extinct.  Unlendeil  wounds  or  languishing  disease  filled 
liMSiiitals  destitute  ol  medicines,  and  swelled  the  daily  returi;s  of  death. 
Scarcely  was  convalescence  a  boon,  when  the  lack  of  subsistence  faced  the 
soldier  in  the  hospital,  and  compelled  him  to  beg  in  the  s..ects  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  A  crisis  more  strenuous  ami  an  hour  more  appalling  can  hardly 
be  concei\ed  than  when  want  and  nakedness  vainly  ( raveil  mercy  from  frigid 
skies,  and  the  delinmn  of  fever  rei)roached  thi.  physician  with  the  futility  of  his 
ail.  In  a  lei;er  to  Dr.  Treat  from  New  \\  iiuisor,  March  -'5th,  i  781 ,  Dr.  Cochran 
said  :  '  'i'he  state  of  uur  finances  is  such  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  lay  in  a 
magazine  tor  the  cunpaign.  Therefore,  we  must  in  great  measiu'e,  depend  upon 
])urchasing  as  we  go.'  l'"el)ruary  28th,  1781,  he  wrote  from  headijuarters  near 
New  Windsor,  to  Dr.  Thomas  Waring  Morris:  '  'i'li '  want  of  necessary  stores 
tor  our  Hospitals  affords  a  gloom)'  prospect ;  '  and  again  on  the  same  day  wrote 
to  Abram  Clark,  chairman  of  the  Medical  Connnitlee  in  C'ongress  :  '  We  have 
few  deaths  yet.  The  pnor  fe.lows  sutler  tor  want  of  necessary  siijiplics,  which  I 
hope  will  be  alTorded  iheni.  (Hherwise  there  «iil  be  little  encouragement  fui 
pli_\sici.ins  and  surgeons.'  To  S.nnuel  Huntington,  the  President  of  Congress, 
he  wrote  from  I'hil.ulelphia,  May  2.(lh,  17S1  :  '  The  Ibisjiitals  are  in  die  utnuist 
distress  for  want  of  necessaries  fi'r  the  sick.  In  some  of  them  we  have  not 
stores,  and  in  others  the  sujiplies  are  so  trilling  and  insignificant  as  to  be  of  little 
or  no  service.  I  am  sensible  of  the  dilViculties  ami  embarrassments  of  Congress, 
but  ,1111  als'i  sensible  that  unless  some  speed)'  and  elTectual  measures  are  taken  to 
relieve  the  jick,  a  number  of  the  valuable  soldiers  in  the  American  ainiy  will 
jierish  thro'.gh  want  of  necessaries,  who  would  soon  be  serving  their  counli)  in 
the  field  could  lliev  be  supplieil.  The  surgeon  wlio  has  the  care  of  the  liospil.il 
at  Hoston  writCL^  me  that  Ids  sick  are  in  great  want,  ami  that  he  is  not  in  a 
situation  to  prucui^  any  relie:".  At  .Mbaiiy  the  only  article  of  stores  is  about 
sixty  gallons  of  vinegar,  ami  oie  sick  sutler  eviieinely  at  times  fur  want  ofiiro- 
visiDiis.  The  other  I  lospitals  are  in  a  similar  condition.'  He  rejieated  to  Abram 
Clark,  .-Viiril  50,  1781,  from  New  Wiiulsor,  his  previous  admonition  of  the  28th 
of  February,  of  iliat  yeir:  '1  h.we  ir,iin  all  cpi.uters  tlu'  most  melancholy 
Complaints  of  the  sull'erings  of  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  fur  want  of  stores  and 
necessaries  that  you  can  coiireive,  and  unless  some  speedy  remedy  i '-  i])|ilied, 
the  coiiseipieiice  must  be  very  i.t.d.  Dr.  W.irieii,  wlm  has  i  harge  of  the 
Huston  hospital,  represents  his  .itiuition  in  a  \cry  distressing  condition,  ami 
prays  earnestly  tor  relief — a  pii  1 're  gloomy  enough,  but  scarcely  as  dark  as 
that  drawn  in  the  folldwing  .v  ids  to  the  purvevor,  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  from  New 
Windsor,  March  JSth,  1781  :  '  1  was  favored  with  jours  of  the  jothof  Febriiar), 
about  fifteen  days  ago,  on  my  way  to  Albany,  which  accounts  for  my  not 
answering  )on  until  iiow — as  I  only  returned  last  night.  I  am  suiry  to  inl'orm 
you  that  I  found  that  Hospit.d  entirely  destitute  of  all  kiiuls  of  stores,  exi  epl  a 
little  vinegar,  which  was  guod  for  nothing--ai)d  freiiiiently  without  bread  or 
beef  tor  inaiiy  days — so  that  the  doctor,  iindei  those  circumstances,  was  obliged 
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tu  iicrmit  such  of  the  patients  .m  could  walk  into  town  to  beg  provisions  among 
the  inhabitants.  *  '^^  *  1  pity  our  distressed  condition  on  the  score  of 
money,  and  unless  a  suttkicney  can  be  procured  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, we  are  undone.'  If  to  these  instances  of  official  decrepitut'.e  is  added  the 
significant  recpiest  maiie  b}'  Dr.  Bond,  purveyor  at  Norwich,  no  evidence  will  be 
wanting  of  the  penury  of  the  medic.il  department,  in  all  that  appertains  to  an 
effective  or  evt/u  tolerable  arm  of  the  public  service — (.'ainji  near  Dobb's  Ferry, 
J.ily  26th,  1781:  'Could  you  .ot,  by  advertisement,  be  able  to  procure  a 
quantity  of  old  linen  from  the  good  ladies  of  _\our  city — 1  was  obliged,  after  tlie 
l.ist  skirmish,  when  lifty  men  were  wouuiled,  to  give  ever)'  slieet  1  had  in  tlie 
world,  but  two,  to  make  lint.' 

"  It  h:'s  been  seen  that  he  alluded  in  his  letter  tn  Samuel  Huntington,  the 
('resident  of  ( 'ongress,  to  the  I'ailure  iif  Congress  to  exert  the  effort  recjuireii  to 
relieve  tlie  deplorable  condition  of  the  medical  service.  Several  valuable  jihy- 
sicians  and  surgeons  hail  resigned  since  the  new  arrangement  of  the  dejiartment 
went  into  effect,  lie  suggested  to  Congress,  in  his  letter  to  Samuel  Hunting- 
t'ln,  May  24th,  17S1,  that  there  were,  'several  vacancies  for  hospital  physicians 
and  surgeons,  occasioned  by  resignation,  and  that  in  case  we  should  have  an  ac- 
tive camp.ii.:;!!,  the  depirimeiit  in.iy  siilfer  fur  want  of  a  proper  number  of  as- 
sistants. 'I'he  eldest  mates  are  (pialified  to  fill  their  places,  and  if  they  coulil 
be  appointed  by  Congress  with  ]>rui)riety,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  promote 
the  good  of  the  service.'  In  a  leMer  from  the  Hoard  of  War  from  New  W'iiul- 
s.'r,  July  4th,  i7<Si,  he  lepresents  that  these  vacancies  '  leave  us  only  eight  hos- 
pital physicians  and  surgeons  out  of  the  fifteen  established  by  Congress,'  three 
I'f  whom  being  eiiii)lii\ed  resijcciively  at  DiiSlon,  l'!iiladel|ihia  and  ^'elluw 
Springs,  '  there  will  remain  only  live  to  do  the  whole  duty  of  the  hospitals  of 
the  army,  a  number  very  inade([uate  to  the  service.  The  four  eldest  mates 
whom  1  reciiinmended  to  Cuiigress  are  very  uneasy,  and  unless  jiromoted,  ]  have 
loo  much  reason  to  believe,  will  leave  the  service  very  soon  ;  and  this,  together 
with  otlier  mates  who  h.ue  resigned  since  my  arrival  in  camp,  will  dejirive  us 
of  a  great  pari  of  our  medical  aid.'  A  disregard  of  this  reconnneiidation  seems 
to  have  been  productive  of  much  incoiivenience  and  disorder,  l-'.vidently  the 
piiliiic.il  necessities  of  his  pi-sition  did  not  dispose  the  average  congressman  to 
supply  a  vac.uicy  uilh  the  c.iiididale  best  ipialified  lur  the  iiKice,  lii  the  e.\(  In- 
sion  (jf  an  incomjieleiU  c.iiidi<late  of  his  own.  'Ilu'  glimpse  thus  had  of  the 
intliiences  wliicli  dominated  tne  public  service  of  llie  Revoliilioii  retlects  a  very 
exact  resembi.ince  upon  those  which  im|)ress  llu'  publu  service  now,  and  un- 
pleas.iiitly  imply  the  |Kiinful  truth  that  even  in  conjunctures  of  great  hazard, 
priv.ite  interests  are  ajii  to  obstruct  the  |)ublic  weal  The  course  urged  ujion 
the  lioard  of  W'.ir  m  this  ci'nimu;,ic."!'.oii,  if  continuously  pursued,  might 
peril.  1  s  have  oiiviated  the  necessity  of  reform  in  the  <ivil  service  of  the 
Gove.ninent  to-day;  for  in  the  s.ime  letter  (n cur  these  words:  '1  am  alto- 
ge'iier  averse  to  any  regular  succession  of  ]iii'motion  (if  phvsicians  and  sur- 
geons  in   the  hospital  deixirtmeni  ;    lor  the  situation  u\  tlie  medical  gentlemen 
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ill  our  scrvii  I  is  very  itilTcrent  Irmii  utiicr  services.  'I"lic  medical  ofticers  in  llie 
fiiniier  have  been  piislieil  up  as  uccasiuii  reiiuired,  many  nf  wIkhu  were  not  tlie 
least  i|ualirieil  (to  say  ni'  ■V(.)rse  of  them)  while  those  of  the  latter  undergo  a 
strict  exaniiiiatioii,  and  in  ^jeneral  are  e\'ery  way  (lualified  ;  and  1  would  further 
oliserve,  particularl)'  in  llie  liri'ish  service,  there  is  no  regular  su((esMioii,  hut  su(  li 
are  generally  i)romoted  in  the  hos[)itai  departmcnls  as  are  more  capable  and  at- 
tentive, whether  from  the  Regimental  Surgeons  or  IIos|)iial  Mates.'  The  efficl 
of  these  persislent  ifticial  derelictions  is  thus  announced  to  the  Hoard  of  War, 
August  29th,  I  7S1 ,  Irom  headquarters,  east  side  i)f  Hudson  river :  'Dr.  Marshall, 
one  of  our  most  valuable  mates,  has  resigned  within  a  few  day^,  whx  h  will  be 
followeil  by  several  others  who  have  been  long  in  service,  and  acied  some  years 
111  a  superior  capai  ity  under  the  old  arrangement,  and  accepted  of  mates'  sta- 
tions wi•!^  an  expectation  of  i)romotion.  A  favorable  opportunity  offered  u) 
retain  these  gentlemen  in  service  by  ])romoting  them  to  the  |ireseiit  vacancKs, 
hut  it  appears  as  if  ("ungress  had  forgotten  that  either  hi^spitals,  sick  ■  r 
wounded,  had  any  existem  e.' 

"  Deficient,  however,  as  was  the  medical  department  in  the  means  of  admin- 
istering to  the  health  or  ci  mforl  of  the  army,  there  comes  to  ns  among  the 
causes,  a  remarkable  instance  of  personal  ohliciiiity,  in  strong  contrast  with  the 
ardor  of  self-sacrifice  which  characterized  the  patriotism  of  the  time.  In  a 
letter  to  .\bram  (!lark.  Chairman  of  the  Medical  C<immillee,  Dr.  C\.chraii  said: 
'  I  have  a  letter  frum  1  ir.  Cragie,  our  chief  apotlieiary,  now  at  Jioston,  informing 
me  that  Dr.  Foster,  the  former  De|)uly  Director  to  the  l'',astward,  has  absolutely 
refused  giving  up  the  medii  ines,  instruments,  eti  .,  jiuri  h.ised  b)  him  for  public 
use,  which  deranges  us  much.  There  is  a  quantity  of  hosiiital  stores  at  \Vinds(  r 
and  D.mbiiry  in  (,'onneciicut,  in  the  same  circumstances,  which  he  has  refused 
also.  I  have  taken  a  sh'iit  cut,  and  by  stealing  a  march  on  him,  may  probably 
obtain  part,  if  not  the  wlmle.  It  appears  very  extraordinary  that  a  public  ofticer, 
purchasing  stores,  etc.,  on  public  credit,  sh.dl,  when  out  of  oftice,  retain  large 
([uantities  of  those  articles  in  his  li.iiids,  in  pretence  th, it  his  accounts  are  not 
settled,  when  perhaps  the  public  owe  him  iioihing,  and  the  sick  are  perishing  for 
want  of  these  very  stores.'  The  'sliurt  cut'  .ijipears  to  have  been  the  device  ot 
despatching  Dr.  I.edyard,  the  assistant  ])iiiveyor  at  Fishkill,  u|)on  a  stolen  mari  h 
to  Danbury  for  the  nieilicines  .iiul  stores,  the  failure  of  which  .ichenie  is  siibse- 
quently  thus  reconied  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Clark,  which  amionnces  the  abstrac- 
tion :  'Since  sitting  down  to  wriie,  I  receivecl  a  '  ter  Iroin  Dr.  I.cd\ar<l,  our 
assistant  Purveyor  at  Fishkill,  telling  me  that  he  couhl  iii.i  possibly  ]iroceed  to 
Wiiiilsor,  ill  Connecticut,  in  (piest  of  the  stores  already  meiitioiifd,  for  want  of 
money,  not  being  able  to  raise  as  much  as  would  put  a  hoop  on  a  r  .isk.  or  a 
boanl  on  a  box,  if  it  was  wanting.' 

"  Hut  the  doi  lor  was  nut  ihiis  to  lie  bat'lled.  .is  we  learii  by  his  letter  subse- 
ipiently  to  Dr.  I.edyaril,  frum  New  Windsor,  March  24th,  17S1  :  '  I  know  n>.t 
wh.it  to  advise  you.  I  hope  you  lia\e  sent  some  one  with  the.. flit  er  to  Danbury, 
to  take  charge  of  the  stort  ,.     Those  at  Windsor  must  take  their  chance  until 
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some  niflliDil  cm  be  fallen  on  \n  r.iiMr  the  wind,  Uj  carry  mir  scheme  inlo  e\e 
(UticiU.  In  ilie  meantime,  either  truni  public  or  pnviUe  credn,  you  can  iin^ceed 
to  the  business.  I  will  be  accoinitable  for  the  e\peM.,e  atleniinu;  the  procuring 
of  the  stores.'  (Jn  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  to  l)r.  'l'h(.mas  Hoiid, 
llic  piu'veyor,  announc  es  :  •  'i'he  sl(jres  from  Danbury  have  arrived  at  Kishkill.' 
'i'hus  the  extreme  of  sellislmess  was  confronted  and  defeated  by  a  |)ron)pt  bcnili 
cence,  worlhy  of  the  cause  to  which  it  was  devoted. 

"Such  was  the  destitution  winch  paraly/eii,  anil  very  nearl\'  extirpated,  the 
hospitals  (luring  the  greater  i)art  of  the  war.  L'nder  the  recuperating  effects  ol 
its  foreign  alliances,  the  country  emerged  slowly  from  its  iiidigeni;e,  and  the 
medical  de[)arlinent  gradually  expanded  to  its  full  functions  in  the  dispensation 
ot  the  su|)plies  procured  from  I'rance.  A  letter  from  .\cw  Windsor,  February 
2d,  1782,  directs  Dr.  Isaac  Ledyard,  assistant  purveycjr,  to,  '  (jrder  l)r.  Johoi;et, 
the  assistant  apothecary,  to  t.ike  such  quantity  of  the  medicine  !ately  received 
from  France  as  will  be  necessary  for  su])|)lying  the  Hospuals;  '  while  an  earlier 
letter  of  .Se[)tembei  i-^t,  17S1,  from  headiiuarlers,  east  side  of  Hudson  river,  lo 
Dr.  llond,  the  ])iirveyor,  thus  joyi/usly  announced  the  vigor  impu'led  by  France 
to  the  energy  of  the  war,  and  her  generous  ministration  lo  the  exhausted  re- 
sources of  the  country;  'Colonel  Lawrence,  who  passed  through  lainp  last 
night,  on  his  way  to  l'hiladel|)hi.i,  has  put  us  in  L'ood  spirits  from  the  su|iply  (jf 
money  and  everything  else  rei|uisite,  arrived  in  Hoslon  from  our  good  and  gener- 
ous ally,  in  consetpience  of  which  1  hope  we  shall  soon  be  in  high  H1,.\S  T.' 

"  Hut  desper.ile  as  was  the  condition  of  the  medical  department,  thai  of  its 
ofticers  was  not  less  aflbctive.  It  could  nc.t  be  otherwise  than  when  the  sources 
of  general  iimsiierily  vanishecl,  individuals  should  be  oppressed  with  the  utmost 
penury.  We  have  seen  the  soldier  begging  for  bread  ;  we  shall  see  the  (.Ifuer 
in  quest  of  clothing.  The  ordinary  uses  of  life  were  circiims.  ribed  by  the  blight 
of  indigence.  It  extended  to  .ill  stations  and  effected  ab  cl.i.sses.  Calamily 
impended  over  families  and  want  intensilied  the  rigot  of  war  with  menaced 
starv.ition.  In  the  letter  previously  (juoted,  to  .\bram  Clark,  President  of  Con- 
gress, I'elini.ir)'  2Sth,  17S1,  Dr.  Coidiran  said  ;  '  I  hope  some  pay  is  ordend  to 
be  ad\'.ince(l  to  the  ofticers  of  the  d-'partment,  without  whiih  it  c;innoI  much 
longer  exist.  Many  of  us  have  not  received  a  shilling  in  near  two  years,  nor 
can  we  jiriicure  public  clothing.' 

"  l''r. iin  New  Windsor  he  urote.  March  ^i^lh.  17S1.  to  Dr.  Ciaik  :  '  We  are 
so  Mpiee/eil  for  papti',  that  1  can  only  al'fofd  you  a  h.ilf  sheet  for  cover  anil  all.' 
F'rom  New  Windsor,  March  i^\\\,  17X1,  he  wrote  to  Dr.  i'eter  Turner,  hospital 
physici.m  .mil  surgeon.  Norwich,  Conneciiciil,  '  Several  of  the  hospiinl  ph)si- 
ci.iiis  and  surgeons  have  resigned  since  the  new  arrangement  liK.k  place,  owiig, 
1  lieliev-  ]irmcipally  to  iheir  not  being  able  to  subsist  themselves  in  the  ser\iie, 
lor  it  IS  iipv.ards  of  two  ye.irs  since  m.iny  of  us  have  received  .a  shilling  from  the 
continent,  .and  there  is  as  litth"  prospeci  now  of  |)ay  as  there  was  two  years  ago  ' 
.\u.iin,  under  the  dale  of  .\pril  2d,  17S1,  ho  wrote:  'Neither  myself  nor  .mv 
of  tlu'  gentlemen    who   hue   served   with   ine  h.ive   lei  eived  a  shilling  from  the 
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public  in  twei'tyihice  mniulis,  whic  h  has,  as  you  reasonably  may  sui)i)ose,  re- 
(Inceil  us  to  soiiiu  (iitticiilties.  *  *  *  I'apcr  is  so  scarce  tluU  I  am  obbged  to 
t.ike  a  leaf  out  of  an  oriierly  iiook.' 

"  I'o  Abram  Clark,  President  uf  Congress,  lie  wrote  from  New  Windsor, 
April  30tli,  1781  :  '  1  have  sent  the  originals  (hospital  returns)  not  having  paper 
enough  to  trans(  ribe  them  into  turn).  Several  of  the  hos|)iial  physicians  and 
surgeons  complain  that  they  have  not  i)aper  suflicienl  to  make  out  the  neicssary 
hospital  returns;  therefore,  are  obliged  to  omit  then).'  'I'd  Kubert  Morris,  from 
the  camp  near  Dobb's  Ferry,  July  ^6ih,  17S1,  he  uroie:  '  Fur  Ciod's  sake,  help 
us  as  soon  as  you  can.  Most  of  our  otTuers  have  not  reieived  one  shilling  ol 
pay  for  ujiwards  of  two  years.'  To  Mr.  Nilchie,  formerly  hospital  commissary 
headipiarlers,  I'eekskill,  he  wrote,  .August  zjlh,  1781  :  '  I  am  sorry  you  have 
not  been  able  to  kerp  your  f.unily  from  sla  .'ing,  but  on  credit.  Your  situation 
is  like  many  others  in  our  service,  for  I  have  n(jt  received  one  shilling  as  ])ay  in 
twenty-eight  montlis,  and  there  are  iuw  among  us  who  have  been  in  better  cir- 
cumstances.' In  the  fuUuwiiig  pass.ige  from  a  letter  to  1  »r.  Treat,  from  New 
Windsor,  .Mar(  h  25th,  17S1,  >ve  are  admitted  to  a  i)athetic  scene  relieved  by  a 
gleam  of  illusive  furiune,  as  c|uickly  (|ikui(  lied  in  disa])pointnienl  :  '  Dr.  '\'oung 
showed  me  your  letter  enclusmg  a  resulve  of  Cungress,  respecling  the  deprecia- 
tion, eVc,  which  made  him  hap])y  ;  a:  d  puur  t'ellow,  he  wanted  comfort  as 
much  as  any  man  I  e\er  saw.  His  situatuin  is  truly  pitiable,  and  I  liupe  some- 
tiiing  will  turn  up  which  will  give  him  relief.' 

"  It  is  true  that  Congress  issued  warrants  for  the  ]iay  of  tlie  arn  \  Tiul  the 
w.u'rants  were  as  worthless  as  the  (  redit  of  Congress,  and  lUterly  incapable  of 
lelief.  He  wrote  to  Dr.  Thomas  Hond,  <  amj)  near  Dobb's  Ferry  :  '  Am  vity 
Sorry  that  there  is  no  probability  of  otu'  receiving  money  on  the  warrants  ob- 
tained for  the  use  of  our  deixirlment,  the  w.uu  of  which  )du  ina\  reasonably 
suppose  h.is  a  bad  efl'ect,  buth  with  resjiect  to  the  ol!  1  ers  and  tin  jiuur  suffering 
suldiers,  who  deserve  a  belter  fue.' 

'•  .As  may  be  siip|iosed,  the  destitution  of  tlie  army,  both  of  officers  and  r..en, 
Dccnpied  attention  largely  with  efforts  to  mitigate  it.  The  evil  obviously  w.is 
incident  to  the  occasion,  and  inherently  the  1  hief  obstacle  to  the  successful  tmi- 
duci  (pf  the  u.ir.  .\s  we  have  seen,  the  distress  fell  heavily  upon  the  medical 
(lep.irtment.  lis  necessities  were,  in  truth,  but  the  total  of  those  of  the  armv, 
concentrated  m  effect  upuii  its  he;dili,  .mil  e,\])ressed  in  rei)rescntations  of  llie 
dei>loral)le  w.mt  of  every  apjiliancc  essential  to  the  [)reservalioii  of  life.  The 
cumplaiuls  of  the  sufferers  were  im)iortunale  and  i  easeless.  As  the  head  of  the 
dep.ulmeni,  Dr.  Cochran,  while  the  recipient  of  numberless  |ielilions,  rarely 
caused  disapiKiintment  lo  the  CNpeclali(uis  of  the  |ii'liliuncrs.  In  his  liiur 
(without  date)  to  Dr.  I'humas  Bund,  after  stating  iluit  '  Dr.  Wilson  urges  his 
coming  to  Philadelphia  to  assist  in  adjusting  some  matters  relative  to  the  depart- 
ment.' he  said,  'I  only  wait  for  the  arrival  of  Dr.  (!raik  to  set  out,  but  I  wish 
my  presence  couM  be  dispensed  with,  for  !  am  most  heartily  tiri'd  (>f  shuliiu;  my 
way  so  often  lo  th.it  place  without  one  shilling  in  my  pocket  ;  '  and  in  the  follow- 
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ing  paragraph  of  his  commimication,  wliile  in  rhiladt-lpliia,  Ma)-  24th,  17S1 
to  '  Samuel  Huntinytun,  Ks(i.,  I'.e.sident  of  Congress,'  he  alhicies  to  the  personal 
expense  and  the  offuial  inconvenience  he  incurred,  in  redressing  complaints  hy 
miportiming  Congress  for  their  relief:  'Should  Congress  wish  any  further  or 
nu.re  particular  information  on  the  subject,  I  shall  be  ready  to  furnish  it  and 
will  be  oblig.'<l  to  your  excellency  to  have  the  matter  taken  up  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, that  the  distresses  of  the  hospital  may  be  relieved,  and  that  I  may  be  ena- 
bled to  return  to  the  army,  as  neither  my  linances  nor  my  duty  will  pcTniit  me 
to  remain  longer  in  this  city.' 

"I5ut  the  pay  of  ilie  ufhcers  and  men  was  a  theme  of  more  serious  anxiety 
'Ihe  magnitu.le  and  extent  of  its  arrears  were  grave  causes  of  apprehension. 
Whde  it  buoyed  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  it  occupied  unremittingly  the  delibera- 
tions ol  C,jni;ress.  its  amount  was  not  in  dispute,  'i'lie  default  was  in  the 
depreciation  ol  the  currency  in  whi,  h  it  was  i)aid.  At  length  Congress  deter- 
mined to  draw  its  warrant,  for  the  depreciation,  on  the  credit  of  the  state  where 
the  officers  serve.l.  It  seems,  however,  that  a  frivolous  and  impertinent  distinc- 
tion was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York  against  the  officers  of  the  medical 
line.  Ihe  ire  of  the  dejiartment  was  aflame,  and  not  in  the  most  courtly  phrase 
discharged  111  the  following  terms,  used  at  New  Windsor,  July  5th,  17S1  to  l)r 
Bond,  one  of  the  sufferers  :  '  The  State  of  NVw  York  has  refused  the  warrant  m 
your  favor  drawn  by  Congress,  and  have  refused  to  comiily  with  the  requisition 
of  Congress  for  making  up  the  depreciation  to  the  officers  of  the  medical  line, 

fhey  are  most  certainly  an  execrable  set  of :     A  „ew  Assembly  is  called, 

which  may  probably  think  better  of  the  matter  and  do  justice.' 

"In  a  letter  to  Ihv  Treat,  from  camj.  near  J)oib's  I'env,  July  i8ih,  1781. 
occurs  this  passage:  'I  have  been  uneasy  about  the  M.miui's'  situation' 
Doubtless  this  was  the  occasion  referred  to  by  the  Marquis  in  his  letter  from  St 
Jean  d'Angely,  June  loth.  i7„9.  in  whi.  h  he  sa>s:  '  My  health,  dear  .:oct<  r 
—that  very  health  you  have  almost  brought  back  from  the  other  world,  has  been 
s.n.e  as  strong  and  hearty  as  possible.  *  *  *  As  during  my  fu  of  ill- 
ne.ss  the  watch  I  then  had  was  of  great  service  to  y,,u  for  feeling  the  pulse,  I 
thought  such  a  one  might  be  convenient,  which  I  have  entrusted  to  the  Chevalier 
de  la  (name  illegible)  and  I  Leg  leave  to  present  yoii  with.  I  did  fancy  that 
udorning  it  with  my  heroic  friend's  picture  would  make  it  acceptable.' 

"An  inc. dent  cursorily  stated  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Ciaik,  of  March  26lh, 
I7«  ,  fivm  New  Windsor,  while  affording  an  inkling  of  the  .lifliculties  of  land 
carriage,  admits  ns  to  a  view  of  the  aflluent  hospitality  of  the  lan.led  gentry  of 
New  \  „rk  a  <  entury  ago,  and  yet  more  agiecbly  surprises  us  with  an  intimation 
th.it  m  all  '  the  time  that  tried  mei.'s  souls,'  the  rugge.lness  of  war  was  smooth,  d 
and  its  asper:ties  refme.l  by  the  amenities  attendant  upon  the  presence  of  wiv.s 
and  daiighteis  in  camp.  <  !  am  just  returned,'  he  says,  '  from  an  eighteen  days' 
'.  Hir  up  the  North  river  to  attend  Mrs.  ^Wishington.  We  had  an  agreeable  jaunt 
excepting  the  badness  of  the  roads.  Hut  we  met  with  so  mti.  h  hospitality 
wherevtr  we  went,  tiKit  ronnien^alioii  w.is  made  fur  the  difthiilty  of  traveling.' ' 
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"  I'robalily  the  'agreeable  jaunt'  was  to  the  maiuir  nl  Livingston,  aiul  ter- 
minated at  the  hosi)ital)le  manor  house  of  its  proprietor,  Walter  Li\ingst<in,  the 
liusband  uf  Mrs.  Cochran's  ihiughter,  Cornelia,  by  her  first  luisband.  Alter  the 
destruction  uf  their  ddinicile  at  lirunswick  by  tlie  liritish,  Mrs.  Cochran  sjient 
much  of  her  time,  lUu'ing  the  presence  of  her  Inisband  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
aimy,  uith  her  daughter;  and  it  may  have  been  that  the  hospitable  entertain- 
ment of  Mrs.  Washington  on  this  occasion  was  not  disconnected  with  the  in- 
vitation of  the  Cieneral,  over  a  year  before  to  Mrs.  C(^cln-an  and  Mrr>.  Livingston 
to  jjartakc  of  the  dinner  whicli,  in  his  letter  to  the  duclur,  he  thus  humorously 
imagines  and  describes  : 


"•WiM  I'l'iNT,  .■\ut;ii>l  1 6,  17S0. 

"  '  I)1AK    IliiCTiiK  : 

•• '  I  li.ivi-  a>kc(l  .Mrs.  Cochran  and  Mrs.  T.ivinRstou  tn  dini-H  iili  nn-  lu  nionuw  ;  lnUinijjIit  I 
not  111  apinisc  you  of  llicir  fare?  As  I  liair  ilcccplion,  cviii  wIkmi  inia(;iiiation  is  conoi  intMl, 
I  will. 

"'  It  is  Mft'lluss  to  jironiisc  that  my  lahh:  i^  lai^i'  i'iimij;h  In  holil  the  ladies — df  this  llicy 
had  occiilar  •iLiiionstiallon  yesterday.  'I'o  say  how  it  is  usually  covered,  is  rather  mure  e>sen- 
lial,  and  this  -.hall  be  llie  |iur|iort  of  my  lelUr. 

"'Since  my  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  liave  h.id  a  liam,  sunietimes  a  shoulder  of  liaeoii, 
to  j;race  the  head  of  the  table.  A  piece  of  roast  beef  adorns  the  fool,  and  a  small  di>h  of  green 
beans — almost  imperceptible; — decorates  the  centre.  When  the  cook  has  a  mind  to  cut  a 
figure,  and  this  I  presume  he  will  attempt  tomorrow,  we  have  two  beefsteak  pie.s,  or  dishes  of 
crabs  in  addiliim,  one  on  each  -ide  of  the  centre  dish.  divi<liiij;  the  space,  and  rediiciiif;  the  dis- 
tance between  di-.h  anil  iliih  to  aluuit  six  feet,  which,  without  tliem,  would  be  marly  tuelve  apart. 
Of  late  he  has  had  the  surpri^in^;  lui  k  to  discover  that  apjiles  will  makcpiis;  and  it  is  a 
rpiestion,  if  amidst  the  violence  of  his  eflorts,  we  do  not  get  one  of  apples,  in-lead  of  haviitg 
both  of  beef. 

"'  If  the  ladies  can  put  up  with  such  eniertainmeiit,  and  suliniit  In  p.irlahe  of  il  on  plates 
once  lin,  but  now  iron,  not  become  so  by  the  laliors  of  hard  siouriuf;,  1  >hall  be  lia|i]iy  to  ^ee 

them. 

"  •  I 'ear  Sir,  ^'ours 

"  '( ilJiKlil-.  W.\slliN(no.\.' 


"Quaintly  is  revealed  the  peculiar  prejudice  of  the  Revoltiliotiary  jieriod 
against  the  parasites  of  royalty  and  its  scions.  The  conllict  of  our  ancestors 
with  British  oppression  extended  to  the  jiersons  of  those  who  represented  it.  It 
was  not  singular  therefore,  that  the  ap])earance  in  America  of  William  Henry 
(subsequently  William  I\'.)  one  of  the  sons  of  (leorgu  HI.,  and  then  a  midship- 
man under  .Admiral  Digby,  should  have  provoked  a  tlood  of  poi)ular  derision. 
It  is  curious  to  observe  the  si)irit  in  which  the  a])parition  was  discussed  by  those 
whose  lives  had  been  dedicated  to  the  service  of  their  country.  Nor  is  it  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  the  opinion  of  the  camp  were  reflected  by  the  sense 
of  the  peo|)le.  From  camp,  near  rcekskill,  Orlober  loiii,  17S1,  l>r.  Cochran 
writes  to  Dr.  Craik  : 


"  '  I>igby  is  arrived  in  New  \'ork  with  three  ships  of  thelineand  some  frigates. 
With  him  came  one  of  the  royal  whelps  from  Cirrii  llrilain.     The  address  fidin 
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the  r.iiverndr  :iiii!  roinicil  witli  Ins  aiisuiT  ymi  will  see  in  tin-  puhlic  p.iiRis.  A 
yuung  Lul  who  came  out  of  New  York  some  days  ago,  beiiig  examined  hefore 
General  Heath,  was  asked  if  he  saw  tiie  young  ])rinee.  lie  answered  yes— he 
saw  many  get  a  look  at  him  and  he  thought  he  might  as  well  see  him  as  the 
rest.  He  was  asked  what  he  was  like  and  what  he  thought  of  him.  He  said  he 
expected  to  have  seen  something  UKjre  in  him  than  in  other  jjeojile,  liut  was  dis- 
appointed excel)!  his  lieing  the  ugliest  person  he  ever  saw,  with  a  very  large 
nose  His  eyes  resemliled  those  of  a  wall-eyed  horse,  and  liis  legs,  being  all  of 
a  thickness,  from  his  knees  to  his  ankles;  but  tiiat  he  had  a  line  gold  coat.  .\ 
|)relty  rep.resenlalive  the  fellow  will  make  to  laiise  a  rebellion  to  sink  at  his  aj.- 
proach.  1  think  from  the  descrijition  given  of  him,  he  is  much  better  calculated 
to  cause  an  abortion  in  the  fair  sex  than  to  (lueil  a  rebellioi  .' 

"  Hut  wdien  domestic  treason  incurred  the  i)opular  disjjleasure,  the  indignation 
of  the  army  was  intense.  'I'he  crime  of  Arnold  not  only  was  the  theme  of  de- 
nunciation ;  Ins  very  name  was  proscribed.  'I.tilvard,'  wrote  Dr.  Cochran 
Octolier  isi,  17S1,  to  'I'homas  J!ond,  jnirveyor,  'has  gone  to  New  London, 
where  he  has  sustained  the  loss  of  an  nncle  and  brother  killed,  and  another 
brother  taken  by  that  infamous  scoundrel,  .Arnold,' 

"In  an  api>lication  to  Samuel  Huntington,  i'resi<lent  of  Congress,  while  in 
Philadelphia,  May  24tli,  17S1,  Dr.  Cochran  thus  expressed  himself: 

"  '  I  have  als(j  to  reijuest  that  the  hospital  officers  should  be  entitled  lore(eive 
their  letters  free  from  the  expense  of  [jostage,  as  well  as  the  ofli(  ers  of  the  line. 
'I'he  propriety  of  this  will  be  evident  when  1  mention  that  returns  are  to  be  sent 
from  every  \):nt  of  the  continent  to  me  as  director,  and  the  ex])eiise  of  postage 
would  nearly  swallow  the  whole  of  my  pay.' 

"  'I'he  result  of  this  api)lication  is  thus  recorded  :  New  Windsor,  bine  30th, 
1781,  Doctor  Townshenil,  Albany.  '  Ml  letters  to  and  from  me  are  post-free. 
This  I  accomplished  when  in  Philadelphia,  though  I  had  not  interest  to  obtain 
the  like  for  the  department  in  general,  which  was  my  desire.  J  labored  hard 
for  that  purpose.' 

"  A  serious  oversight  had  forbidden  to  the  disabled  and  deprived  inmates  of 
the  hospitals  the  solace  of  religious  instructi(jn  during  the  term  of  the  war.  Dr. 
Cochran  from  the  <  amp  at  Fishkill,  October  9th.  17S1,  thus  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  Thomas  iMcKean,  President  of  Congress,  to  the  subject :  '  lietore  1  con- 
clude, permit  me,  sir,  lo  suggest  that  while  we  are  endeavoring  to  provide  for 
the  care  of  the  body,  should  we  not  juy  some  attention  to  tlie  comfort  of  the 
souls  of  our  sick  soldiers  in  the  hospitals,  by  a|)i)ointing  a  chaplain  to  perform 
th.u  duty.  The  brig.ide  chaplains  either  Inul  it  inconvenient,  or  have  not  an 
inclination  to  officiate  in  that  capacity.  It  is  customary  to  have  a  chajilain  to 
the  hospitals  of  other  nations,  to  whom  we  woiihl  not  wish  to  yield  in  point  of 
Christianity.'  '{'here  is  no  record  that  the  suggestion  was  acted  ujjon.  Hut  it 
is  certain  that  chaplains  devoted  to  the  welfare  ohhe  sick,  wounded  and  dying. 
ill  hospitals  or  field,  have  never  been  wanting  m  our  wars. 


,1 


0P 


464 


.1  (ioDfiiii.i)  OF  UAsiiixtrro.Y 


)ii^ 


Ml  I 


"  (Jii  llie  3otl)  uf  April,  17S1,  lie  aimotincfd  to  Abr;MU  Clark,  chairman  ut" 
the  iiiL'ilical  tummiltef,  from  New  U'iiulsur:  •  As  soon  as  my  sireiiglh  will  en- 
able me,  1  proiwse  setting  out  lor  I'hiladelijhia.  On  the  51..  inst.,  1  was  liiken 
with  a  [jleurisy,  which  has  conlined  me  till  yestenlay,  and  has  left  me  very 
weak.'  On  the  23d  of  March,  17S1,  lr(jin  New  Windsor,  he  writes  to  Dr. 
Craik  that  '  his  poor  little  boy  lies  ill  of  a  fever.'  New  Windsor,  June  joth, 
17S1,  he  reijuested  Dr.  'I'owiishenil  of  Albany,  to  give  his  love  to  his  son  and 
■  give  him  some  of  your  pious  ativice.  You  will  oblige  me  liy  enquiring  of  his 
tutor  how  he  comes  on,  and  acijuaint  me  in  your  ne.xt.  He  has  been  hitherto 
too  much  neglected,  which  causes  me  inore  anxiety  than  perliaps  I  otherwise 
might  feel.'  From  .Albany,  17th  of  March,  17S2,  he  inrornis  Dr.  IJoiid  lluit 
he  came  there  three  weeks  before  '  to  settle  my  l)o\s  at  school,  and  to  endeavor 
lO  dispose  of  some  of  my  properly  for  their  and  my  subsistence.'  From  head- 
quarters, east  side  of  Hudson  river,  August  zglh,  17S1,  he  coininunic.iics  to  the 
Hoard  of  War:  'Our  army,  till  within  a  lew  monllis  has  been  ninaikably 
healthy.  lUit  dysentery,  inlcnnittent  and  remittent  fevers,  \\iMi  a  few  puirid 
diseases  begin  to  prevail,'  and  ai^ain,  Sepunibtr  2(>\\\  of  the  s.iine  ye.ir,  lioiii 
the  camp  at  I'eekskill,  that  'the  chief  part  u{  tl'.e  sick  tf  theaiiny  and  hos- 
pitals, is  comiiosed  of  the  new  levies  and  the  three  months  nini.' 

"  From  these  letters  ne  catch  glimpses  of  the  man — a  t\peof  that  heroism 
that  consists  in  the  consecration  (  f  self  to  duty,  and  in  its  benefu  ial  and  con- 
scientious performance.  Tlu-  heroism  of  the  soldier  is  eclipsed  by  the  heroism 
of  the  surgeon  ;  and,  however  iiublic  sentiment  may  adi  pt  the  captain  of  war 
as  the  hero  of  the  day,  the  emancipator  from  the  tlualKlom  of  prejudice  ami 
ignorance,  the  vindicator  of  humanity  in  the  persons  of  its  opjires;  wd  and  suffer- 
ing children,  the  steadfast  disciple  of  the  divinity  of  manhood,  and  the  nKiit_\r 
to  its  assertion  in  adversity  and  persecution — these  shall  survive  as  the  heroes  of 
the  world,  when  the  fame  of  the  warritir  shall  have  slaketl  and  his  laurels  have 
withered  in  ihe  liglit  of  higher  civili/atioii.  And  so  he  who  treads  the  endan- 
gered pl.iin,  to  alleviate  and  not  to  inllict,  to  retrieve  and  not  to  dissipale  the 
crushed  energies  of  life,  who  sedulously  devotes  his  whole  of  man  to  the  attain- 
menl  of  honor  by  a  just  comprehension  of  life's  obligations,  and  by  their  tlmr- 
ough  discharge,  becomes  tiie  heir  of  a  glory,  truer  and  more  consummate  in  the 
realms  of  lime  than  the  illusory  gleam  of  the  coiKpiering  sword.  ])r.  Ci  chran 
w.is  of  stately  presence,  of  fair  and  llorid  coinplexion,  features  which  testified 
his  Sixits-Irish  ilesceiit,  and  an  expression  indicative  of  genial  and  benevolent 
cpialiiies.  His  reliance  was  on  the  merit  of  which  he  was  conscious,  his  cre- 
dentials the  evidence  furnishetl  by  his  deeds.  'I'he  voliinleer  surgeon's  mate  of 
the  French  war,  and  the  volunteer  ])liysician  and  surgecui  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  bei  ame  the  head  of  the  medical  department  of  tlie  army  by  suiierior 
e\[)ertness  in  the  functions  confided  to  him,  and  superior  ahicrity  in  their  per- 
forinance.  .\ii  unusual  degree  of  personal  iviodesty  precluded  exi)ectalion  and 
([iielled  the  desire  of  official  preferiuent.  Not  only  was  his  jiromotion  unsolic- 
ited, but   it  was  a  surprise  to  tlie  sinceritv  with  wliich  he  had  urged  the  uiuleni- 
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able  qualifications  of  his  fric.ul  and  a.lvccUf.l  his  <:hiims  to  the  position       The 
separate  trials  to  whicli  he  «as  ex,,ose(l  were  but  the  em.n.era.e.l  perils  that  lav 
111  the  path  o(  the  Revojutum.     The  necessities  which  paralyzed  ilie  officer  were 
lamenled  only  as   impediments  which   prejudiced  the  service.      The  m  dignity 
which  committed  his  dwelling  to  the  (lames,  and  the  disease  which  afflicled  his 
little  son  an.l  prostrated  himself,  he  siUTered  only  in  the  contraction  of  his  use- 
fulness to  Ins  country.      He  pawned  his  personal  credit  to  restore  to  the  public 
service  the  property  withheld  from   its  use.      The  last  sheets  from  his  bed  were 
bestowe.1  on  the  exigencies  of  the  wounded.     A  glowing  humanity,  intensifieil 
his  attention  to  the  sick,  and  with  an  executive  capacity  as  thorough  as  rare    he 
was  author,  a.lvisor  and  director  of  multifarious  reforms  in  the  army      He  wis 
the  support  and  buttress  of  the  languishing  and  suflering  me.iical  department 
He  uullectually  appeale.l  to  Congress,  that  exemption  of  the  officers  from  lia- 
bility to   postage  should  remove   from  their  correspondence  an  o.lious  duty  on 
their  domestic  alTections.      His  effort  was  strenuous  to  compensate  to  both  offic- 
ers and   men,  the  depreciation  of  their  pay.  ami  having  accomplished  the  full 
Client  of  iheir  temporal  wauls,  he  contribute.!  to  their  spiritual  welfare   a  tender 
and  fcrvHl  a,,pral  lo  the  president  of  Congress,  that  the  consolations  of  religi,,,, 
should   be  exte.ulrd   to  the  inmates  of  the  hospitals  by  chaplains  appointed  t„r 
tii.it  purp,.se.      W  „h  enviable  patience,  umler  troubled  dispensations,  and  «iih 
ai.h    .n  the   rectitude  of  the  cause  of  the   people,  he  witnesscl  the  return  of 
health  to  the  army,  of  prosperity  to  the  <ountrv,  and  the  establisliment  of  a  lice 
and  permanent  governmeiu  in  a  new  world. 

••  Such  and  like  .considerations  are  necessary  to  the  c.nnprehensi.ui  of  the  true 
Pn.portions  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.      Interesting,  and  by  no  means  uiu,,. 
struct, ve  resear.-h  might  e.luce  from  the  social  con,liti.>n  and  domestic  relatiwus 
ul  the   people  an   nnporiant   lactor  in  the  inoblem  of  rebellion.      A  cnintrN  of 
unreslncteil  extent  was  sparsely  occupied  with  a  primitive  and  har.ly  ra.e  '    In 
the   lar  remove.l   centres  of  population  ami  wealth,  social    intercourse  partook 
-';■  "rally  o.  the   habits   engraf.e.I   by  the  early  and  intimate  associations  of  the 
C  olonies  with   the  m.,ther  country.     Fortunate  opulence  a.sserted  against  indi- 
gence the  privileges  of  class,  and  forthwith  intrenche.l  itself  in  the  pretensu.ns 
and  assume-l  the  cognizance  of  an  aristocracy.     Courtly  Knglish  customs  were 
rellecle.l  ,n  the  inier.our.se  which  regulaled  their  life,  an.l  the  interval  between 
the  pe.,ple  an.l  the  great  families  when  establishe.l,  increased  with  their  growth 
m  signitK-ance  an.l  strength.      Confessedly,  the  germ  of  American  „ul..pendence 
-"Hi   lu,  r.,..t  in  the  houses  of  the  great.     It  sprang  from  the  rug...!  hos.m  of 
the  pe.,p!e.      It  was  in.ligenous  there.     Not  that  it  was  unfaithlullv  pr.,|e,  ted  .,r 
negligently  cuhivate.l  by  ,l,e  magnates  of  the  land.      I,  was  theirs' by  ad.,ption  ■ 
t'ot  "H  lee-l   m  the  primal  vig.ir  and  purity  of  its  un,:.m,plving  in.-.ptu.n,  u  hi.  h 
(ieman.le,!  separation,  but  in  the  subsi.liary  of  com,.ronnsJ,  whuh  cntemplate.l 
adjustment.      Hence   it  is  true,  that  the  march  .,f  Revolution  was  vig.,r.,us  an.l 
.mite,l  ;   but  the  con.s...,mate  n.,wer  of  indepeiulen.e  sprang  fnun  tlie  humble 
homes  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil,  rather  than  from  the  stately  mausi.uis  of  its  „„„- 
lent  aristocracy.  ' 
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'  11  the  light  of  a  (ciiiiirj,  it  is  ilitiit  nil  to  cx.if^geratL' tiie  grandeur  df  the 
victory.  i'i)|)iilar  iiislitutions,  respipiihiiile  lor  the  good  goveriuiient  of  millions 
engaged  in  the  innumerahle  pursuits  which  consirmt  the  material  prosperity  .md 
(onstiliile  the  social  and  moral  charar  tt-r  (jI  a  ))eople,  An  expansion  of  enter- 
prise, boundless,  exi  ept  by  the  Innils  of  the  possible,  an  intensity  of  purpose, 
conceittrated  upon  the  atteinpl,  and  ile\(Jied  lo  the  aicoinplishment  of  gigantic 
undertakings  in  every  industrial  depaitiuenl,  and  a  position  ai  hieved  in  science, 
literature,  and  the  arts,  competing  with  IviroiJean  s(  hools,  rellect  an  extraordi- 
nary lustre  upon  the  armies  and  their  leaders,  that  raised  ns  to  an  eipialiiy  wiih 
the  governments  of  tlie  Old  World,  and  made  ns  fust  among  the  goveinments 
of  the  New. 

"  r>nl  it  is  not  this  consumiiialion  that  .\mericans  should  consult  when 
measuring  the  proportions  of  tlie  Kevcilulionary  war.  The  magnitude  of  the 
conllict  is  more  truly  expresseil  in  the  condition  of  the  o|ipnsiiig  t'orces  that 
waged  It.  A  century  had  not  sullued  to  render  priu  lic.ible  ( liMiuninicaliou  be- 
tween the  thirteen  Colonies,  which,  though  ot  coincident  lionndaries,  were 
separated  by  tracts  of  dense  wilderness  and  ranges  of  imii.issible  mountains. 
I'opulatioii,  grouped  priiuipallv  in  isohited  sjiots,  near  the  sealio.uil,  was  small, 
but  its  area  large  and  s])arsely  settled,  in  most  p.irl  eximsed  lo  a  rigorous 
climate,  it  suffered  both  the  ravage  of  an  inhospilable  winter  and  the  onset  of  a 
more  inhospitable  foe,  The  lill.ige  of  the  soil  made  niggard  rciiirn  In  the  labor 
of  the  farmer.  Individual  subsistence  depended  on  daily  labor,  and  the  w.mt  of 
public  revenue  implied  an  cnipt\-  treasury.  Ignorant  of  arms,  save  as  re(iiiired 
by  the  exposure  of  iVonlicr  life,  wilhoul  military  ir.iining,  ai"l  lU-litute  of  the 
e(piipineiit,  the  stores,  and  the  animuiiition  of  war — a  people  thus  provided,  un- 
prepared, and  defenceless,  were  preci])itated  into  war  with  a  nation  of  vast  and 
available  resources,  of  inc.di  iil.ible  power  in  the  c.diinet  and  field,  with  veteran 
armies  ami  navies  at  Kinmiand,  and  dislinguished  with  the  renown  of  enemies 
vaiKiuished  and  victories  won.  l'"ight  years  the  struggle  continued,  lis  ruthless 
])roiiortions  were  not  reniiiled  to  the  alleviation  of  a  noble  and  generous  nurture, 
nor  were  the  resounes  of  high  civili/ation  counted  in  reserve  among  the  ener- 
gies of  the  Revolutionary  army.  The  llame  they  followed  by  day,  that  warmed 
them  by  night,  ihal  lighled  their  darkness  and  guided  all  their  wa)',  uas  the 
(lame  of  liberty,  inextinguishable  in  their  bosoms.  This  was  their  reserve,  and 
to  it  must  be  ascribed  the  issue  of  the  war — to  the  unipienchable  jiatriotism  of 
the  commonality  of  .America." 

My  JollX  C'oillK.AN,  ' 

(eldest  grandson  of  i)r.  ('(i<  hraii.) 
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"  Sinceii'ly  \oi;r  cnii^in, 

"  J'i||\  CiHIlKAN. 
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A  aonciiii.n  of  wAsmxarox 


"  That  it  lias  stood  there  for  a  long  time  is  evidcKl,  but  that  it  was  the  home 
of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Revolutionary  army  is  probably  known  to  but 
few. 

"This  mansion  was  built  when  the  accommodations  fijr  travelers  between 
Albany  and  Utica  were  few,  and  was  the  resort  of  all  the  accjuainfances  of  the 
family  who  passed  nj)  and  down  the  Mohawk.  Especially  was  this  so  during  the 
war  of  1812-13.  Iheir  hospiiality  was  generous  and  proverbial,  (leneral 
Scott  told  me  that,  as  he  passed  to  the  northern  frontier,  he  stopped  with  them. 
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Their  larder  being  exhatislcd,  they  killed  for  him,  he  said,  the  peacock  which 
t'urnislied  to  his  taste  a  cai)ilal  dinner. 

"  In  those  days  long  trains  of  '  Canasloga '  wagons,  driven  by  \'ankees  and 
bearing  merchandise  lor  the  west,  thronged  the  highway,  and  exasperated  the 
Dutch  farmers  of  the  Mohawk.  Thereupon  would  ensue  furious  battles  between 
the  Palatine  Uutchinen  and  the  ■  damned  Yankees.' 

"  There  were  r.iu'tcrings  of  wrath  also  when  it  was  learned  in  March,  1792, 
that  Joseph  Brant  (Thayendanega)  had  been  invited  to  a  conference  with  the 
government  at  Philadelphia  and  that  he  had  left  Niagaia  for  that  city,  via  tin,' 
Mohawk  valley,  to  visit  his  old  home  and  to  look  upon  the  land  that  he  h.ul 
wasted  so  ruthlessly  with   fire  and  tomahawk.      In  due  time  he  came  act  0111- 
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pained  by  two  gentlemen  and  atlendc.l  by  two  l«„Iy  serviinis  of  Iiis  own,  and, 
as  the  home  of  tlie  Cochrans  stood  but  a  few  miles  from  Brant's  uU\  home  at 
Indian  Castle,  he  was  invited  by  Major  John  Cocliran  to  pass  tiie  nif,'lu. 

"  As  soon  as  this  became  known  a  mob  gaiiiered  and  tliere  was  danger  tiiat 
he  woald  lie  dealt  with  in  a  very  summary  manner,  and  it  became  liecessary  to 
spn-it  him  away  in  the  darkness  to  some  other  place.  Rut  he  pursued  his  journey 
the  next  day  and  arrived  safely  in  Piiiladelphia,  althougli  lie  was  followed  as  far 
as  New  York  by  a  man  who  vowed  to  take  his  life." 

Many  of  the  pieces  of  handsome  mahogany  furniture  that  adorned  this  man- 
sion were  used  by  Washington  at  Ids  iicadciuarters  at  Newburgh  •  and  in  1781, 
presented  by  iiim  to  his  "  esteemed  friend,"  Dr.  Cochran. 
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'liii'.  large  lii'snitable-lodkiiig  mansion  with  ils  liigli  chimneys  and  porticoes 
of  Ionic  colnnms  ;  ils  strong  wooden  siuitlcrs  ;  its  spacious  front  eniranco  with 
heavy  ininils  and  small  glass  siile  lights,  and  its  colossal  brass  kiu  (kir,  carried 
the  specialor  nito  the  last  century.  'This  two  >iory  and  attic  structure,  though 
(if  Wood,  had  thi(  k  dividing  walls,  to  which  one  niiglil  whisper  a  secret  without 
conliding  it  to  his  next  door  neighbor.  Until  destroyed  b)  the,  it  stood  as  a 
link  between  the  p.ist  and  llie  pvisenl.  (|uite  dil'lerenl  in  appearance  and  st\  le 
from  the  modern  dwellings  uhii  h  are  tonslructed  with  such  lightning  like  ra- 
pidilv. 

l'"„nly  in  the  cenlnr\-,  this  tmusualiy  retired  aii<l  picturesque  locality  was  a  mile 
tVoni  the  villagt' — in  a  southeasterly  direction  :  its  extreme  western  boimdary 
being  washed  by  the  broad,  beautiful,  swil'i  (lowing  river.  A  more  (harming 
s|)ot  could  not  h.ive  been  selected.  The  house,  in  Colonial  design,  stood  in  at- 
tracli\e  grounds  graced  by  line  old  maphs,  elms,  (  hestnuts,  and  beeches,  and 
sloping  gently  to  the  water — not  three  hundred  y.irds  distant.  There  is  no  tree 
belter  or  more  beantilul  for  lawn  pl.iniiiig  tli.iii  ihe  bcec  h  with  its  long  and  gra(  e- 
ful  lir.niches  ami  lr.i\(  s  of  a  peculiarly  briglit  color.  M.iny  were  of  extraordi- 
nary si/e,  and  one  \iiierable  moii.irrh — the  delight  of  old  and  yoimg^was  siir- 
rounde<l  by  se.iis,  and  uas  a  great  resort  in  suimner  evenings.  Lapsing  decades 
and  the  outward  ni.irch  of  business  demanded  their  destruction  ;  and  now  but 
tew  of  these  relii  s  are  sl.inding.  nirectly  in  front  of  the  house  and  towering 
like  stately  colninns  slood  four  tall  loi  usis,  a  f.ivorile  variety  in  Western  New 
\'ork  in  eaily  d,i\s;  and  near  bv  rose  a  tulip  lice  of  unrivalled  magnitude,  with 
large  greenish  yellow  llowers  marked  with  orange,  cii])ped  seed  pods,  and  the 
pecnii.irly  smooth  truncated  lea\'es  that  dislingiiishes  it  from  all  olhers. 

In  the  re,\r,  were  live  a(  res  wf  g.irden  and  ok  hard  ;  bevond,  to  the  east,  ex- 
tended meadows, — varied  and  broken  ;  and  ilicn  a  broad  sirctcli  of  woods,  the 
saiiK;  delightful  wo(mIs  that  Hclccime  one  e\erywhcre  in  the  state.  The  land 
scape  was  devoid  of  anv  striking  beauty  or  graiuleui,  ex( cpt  lor  a  hill  whose 
brow  allorded  an  exi)an(led  pros[)ect  of  Lake  ( )nlario.  Cooper  in  his  "  I'ath- 
linder  "  graphically  described  it :  "  Turning  from  this  view,  our  heroine  felt  her 
cheek  fanned  by  a  fresh  and  grateful  breeze,  such  as  she  had  not  experienced 
since  (piiuing  the  far  distant  coast.  Here  a  new  scene  presented  itself;  although 
exi)ected,  it  was  not  without  a  start,  and  a  Uav  exclamation  indicative  of  jileas 
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y.re,  that  tl,e  e.ger  eyes  of  the  girl  .Irank  in  its  bea„ties.  To  ti,e  nortl,  and 
east,  and  west,  ,n  every  direction,  in  short,  over  one  entire  half  of  the  novel 
P-uu.ran,a,  ;,y  a  field  of  rolling  waters.  The  element  was  neither  of  tlu.t  glassy 
green  wh.ch  <l,stM,guished  the  American  waters  in  general,  nor  yet,  of  the  ,]eep 
hl.ie  o.  the  ocean,  the  color  being  of  a  slightly  amber  hue,  which  scarcely  a  - 
fected  us  l,m,.,d,ty.  No  land  was  to  be  seen,  with  the  exception  of  the  adja- 
cent coast,  wh.ch  stretched  to  the  right,  and  left  in  an  unbroken  outline  of  for- 
est w,th  wule  bays  an.l  low  headlands  or  points;  stdl,  much  of  the  shore  was 
n.cky,  and  uUo  us  caverns  the  sluggish  waters  occasionally  rolled,  pro.lucing  a 
h..llow  sound,  winch  resembled  the  concussion  of  a  .listant  gun.  No  s.il 
wln.ened  the  surfue,  no  whale  or  other  fish  gambolled  on  its  bosom,  no  sign  of 
use  or  service  rewarded  the  longest  and  most  minute  ga.e  at  its  boundless  ex- 
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panse.  It  was  a  scene,  on  one  side,  .,f  apparenily  endless  fi„ests,  while  a  w.,ste 
nl  seemmgly  mternunable  w.Uer  spread  nseif  on  the  other.  Nature  appeared  .,. 
have  debghte.l  ,n  producing  grand  effects,  by  scing  two  of  her  principal  ageius 
n.  hohl  re hef  ,0  each  other,  neglecting  details  ;  ,1k-  eve  turning  fn„n  the  bi„.„l 
carpet  of  leaves  ,0  the  still  broa.ler  field  of  Ihnd.  fron,  the  endless  lieavings  „f 
the  bke  to  the  h„ly  calm  and  poetical  solitude  of  the  forest,  with  wonder  aiul 

The  scene  today  is  but  little  changed. 

'l-he  cheerful  house  which  was  for  so  many  years  the  home  of  mv  grand- 
mother was  well  situated,  on  an  eminence,  overlooking  an  enchanting  prtspect 
of  W00.IS  and  water-thongh  i,  must  be  confesse.l  that  the  leafv  branches  of  the 
forest  trees  made  the  view  much  less  distinct  in  summer  than  in  winter.  It  was 
panned  whue,  and  in  later  years  separated  from  the  higlnvav  bv  a  stone  wall 
sunnounted   by  a  picket  fence.     Craveled  walks  led  ihrough 'the'.enerous  stri^ 
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111'  siViird,  and  tlie  enlraiice  was  rcailicd  liy  two  short  lliglils  of  stfjjs,  with 
wrouglit  iron  railings.  Soiitii  and  west  wire  i)ia//.;is,  (ivcrgrown  u  itli  cri'ipcrs 
and  lluwering  vines;  sweet  tendrils  of  linneysuikle  <  limbed  ahont  the  (ohnnns 
whose  vanilla-sieiiled  tlowors,  wlien  in  tull  lilossoni,  weie  a  triuinpli  of  lieanty. 
Here  also  were  !;reat  arche:.  ol  wood)  Iniuipel  <  reeper,  wilh  larye  led  tui)ular 
llowers  in  terminal  coiymbs  making  lovely  luts  ol  color;  and  when  the  season 
pleased  them  well,  i)ale  ehisteis  ol"  wistaria  with  lilac  pehdanls  waving  in  grate- 
ful profusion. 

I'hose  expert  lly  catchers,  the  hinnming  l)ir<ls,  whise  tin)'  liodies  aie  so  ex- 
(juisitely  adorned  with  raiid)ow  tints,  and  uhcse  lives  are  spent  amid  the  bright- 
est scenes  of  natnre,  darted  all  day  long  from  Mower  lo  llower — sunKiimes  su 
close,  1  could  have  touched  them  with  my  hand  ;  and  cheerful,  t'uss\',  short- 
tailed  wrens  nested  in  a  decayed  spot  hallway  up  one  pillar — each  June  fnuling 
them  sitngly  ensct)nced  there,  and  the  mother  hard  at  work  Inmting  lood  lor  the 
greedy  little  heaks  and  gaping  mouths  that  filled  up  the  small  entrain  i.-  hole. 
The  energy  of  this  indefaligahle,  diminutive  personage  was  wonderful. 

The  library  windows  were  clothed  with  a  mass  of  sweei  scenteil  clematis,  in 
which  song  birds  fluttered  in  and  out — keejjing  np  a  conversational,  cheery  twit- 
ter all  day  long.  \'irginia  creeper,  too,  grew  very  wild  and  thick  on  the  rear 
wall  and  fell  trailing  to  the  ground — turning  when  •'  touched  by  autumn's  fiery 
linger"  to  brilliant  scarlet  and  crimson,  (rieat  numbers  of  sparrows  built  in  it 
and  rested  at  night  among  the  leaves.  They  claimed  it  lor  tin  ir  own,  aiul 
finally  bei  ame  so  saucy,  an  attempt  was  made  to  drive  ihrin  off  1)\  (  li|ipiiig  away 
the  green, — leaving  only  the  bare  branches  ;  the  birds,  ineanu  liile,  pr\  ing  about 
to  see  the  changes  occurring.  'I'oward  sunset  they  became  very  impatient; 
cheeping  and  wheeling,  they  llew  against  the  wall  living  to  (ind  shelter  ;  and 
then  darted  off  again,  pouring  out  wrathful  volleys.  Ii  was  not  unlike  going  to 
bed  and  finding  blankels  and  sheets  gone  and  nolliing  to  shelter  them  .  .  . 
Screaming  with  astonishment,  they  llew  away  into  the  nearcsl  tree,  and  the  old 
cherry  was  alive  with  them.  No  one,  however,  was  m  ide  very  nnhappy  about 
their  condition,  for  in  a  ivw  d.tys  iliey  hail  found  new  ipiarters;  even  invading 
the  pole  house  in  possession  of  the  blue  birds,  where  they  .sipiabbled  and  fought 
for  apartments, — contending  loudly  for  ,i  kiuit  hole,  occupied  b}  a  pair  of  swal- 
lows. Nests  were  to  be  seen  in  waterspouts  anil  odd  places  wherever  they  could 
{\x.  them  ;  and  we  used  to  watch  them  for  lioiirs  and  see  all  their  comings  and 
goings.  Sparrows  are  very  (inarrelsome,  as  well  as  great  thieves ;  stealing  one 
another's  twigs  and  grasses  from  half  built  nests,  miiess  a  watch  is  stationed  for 
prote(  tion. 

The  broad  hall  way.  finished  in  oak,  ran  through  the  centre  of  the  house,  lly 
its  open  doors  on  summer  ilays,  the  breezes  brought  delicious  odors  from  the 
honeysuckles  in  front  that  e.vchanged  nods  in  a  most  friendly  manner  with  a 
great  cUinii)  of  pink  and  red  hollyhocks  blonniing  gaily  near  the  back  steps. 

From  this  hall  opened  the  principal  rooms  on  the  ground  lloor,  each  provided 
with   its  generous  old  fashioned   fireplace.     The  mahogany  furniture,  much  of 
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whicli  was  Imniglit  from  Molh.iul,  looks  as  if  it  luul  hceii  made  to  last  and  iii- 
teiuk'd  to  do  so.     A  (Joliatli  would  be  reciuired  to  move  some  of  the  pieces. 

To  the  IfU  of  the  central   hall  was  a  small  parlor  ;   and  adjoniing  that,  the 
library  whose   tall    book(  ases,  well  lllle.l   with   attractive   volnnus,    ...vered'  the 
"■alls  on  two  sides,      lis  wind,,ws  looked  out  over  a  pied  vista  ol  shrubbery  and 
(lowers.     Aromul  ilie  bi-  clumney  hirked  closets,  the  cpieerest  that  I  have  ever 
seen;   large  and  small,  scpiare  and  three-cornered,  close  down  to  the  flo,,r,  or 
liigh   up,  out   of  reach    near  the  ( eiluig.  their  deep-set  shelves  filled  with  brii-  a- 
brac   not  of  the   nineteenth  century.      In    this   room  were  large  sofas  with  claw 
leet,  and   covered  with   horsehair  cloth  stu.lded  with  brass  nails;   tables  beauti- 
tully  carvetl  and  inlaid  ;  odd  <:liaiis  ;  and  a  secretary  which  we  ascertained  to  be 
the  Imling  place  of  secret  drawers,  and  which  still  contains  valuable  relics  of  a 
time  long  past.     There  were  busts  of  .Schuyler,  Washington,  and  Hamilton  in 
niches,  ami  several  old  paintings  about  the  walls-it  was  the  custom  in  the  last 
century  for  every  family  of  ix.siiion  to  have  their  imriraits  taken.      The  charm- 
iiig  fireplace  that  we  used  to  enjoy  .so  greatly  when  the  evenings  were  cool,  had  a 
high  mantelpiece  ador  ed  with  silver  candlesii.  ks  ;  fender  and  andirons  of  brass; 
and   a   bnxul   hearth,  on  which   blazed   a   huge   fire  of  logs  whose  ruddy  glow 
brightened  the  room  and  shone  out  on  the  lawn  to  give  a  cheery  welcome.     Our 
elders  had  a  fondness  for  reading  ;   when  at  home,  my  father  spent  many  hours 
of  the  day  there,  and  altogellier  it  was  an  ideal  spot  fi,r  ri'llcction  and  reiH)se. 

Quite  as  interesting  was  the  large  parlor  into  which  the  sunshine  iienetrated 
all  day  long,  and   in  which  were  hung  the  greater  number  of  the  ])ortraits,  that 
.seemed  looking  at  us  from  the  walls.      The  likeness  of  Aunt  liruce,  a  Scottish 
ancestres.s,  is  black  with  age  ;   it  represents  her  in  a  loose  fitting  gown,  cro.ssed 
at  the  waist,  with  a  crimson  velvet  mantle  falling  from  the  shoulders,  and  the 
red  rose  of  the  clan  in  her  hair—a  co.stuine  of  the  siMeenlli  century.     The  face 
IS  so  full  of  living  intelligence  that  it  seems  almost  rude  to  stand  o,,^,i|,g  jm,,  it. 
A  portrait  of  a  great  uncle,  in  a  high  collar  encircled  by  a  stock,  hung  opposite 
Although   considered  a  young  man   of  ability,  he  was  persuaded  to  invest  his 
tortune  so  securely  in  manilla  rope,  that  he  was  unable  to  get  more  than  a  tithe 
"lit  again.     He  had  just  sue  ceeded  in  '■  cornering  "  the  market,  when  two  ships 
trom  the  Philippine  Islands  laden  with  the  precious  article  arrived  in  New  Vck 
harbor.     The  crash  came  and  he  was  ruined.     Nearbv  was  a  quaint  likeness  of 
Catharine  Ten    Hroeck  (wife   of  John    I.ivingstonj  painted   on   w(,od    in    1710 
Ihis  was   somewhat  warped    by  age.      She   is  dressed   like  a  voung  lady  rather 
than  a  child  of  three,  an.l  sketche.l  with  a  falcon  resting  in  one  hand  and  hold- 
ing a  brilliant  red   rose   in    the  other.     She  really  looked  as  if  she  heard  every 
word  we  were  saying.     Our  great-grandfather,  Philip  Schuvler,  was  in   the  full 
Continental   uniform  of  a   major-general,   his  searching,  kindlv  eyes  followin.r 
us  everywhere  about  the  room.     ( )pposiie  the  fireplace  hung  another  ancestral 
portrait  that  represented  the  gentleman  in  a  great  coat,  only  relieved  by  the  lace 
and  tnlle<l  shirt  front.     On  his  right  was  a  curious  painting  ;  it  was  the  full  length 
figure  of  a  boy  dressed   in   a   long  blue  coat  reaching  to  the  knees,  with  large 
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ciilTs  liinied  up  al  the  iIIjow,  kiici-  luccclics,  scailcl  slockii)j.'«,  liigli  shoes,  ami 
silver  knee  biicklfs.  In  lliat  room,  among  mi(Ullt;agc(l  jicopi,.,  lie  looked  soli- 
tary and  t'orlorn.  A  poitiait  that  1  tunld  never  jiass  without  a  sense  of  relief 
that  a  portrait  was  all  tlial  was  left  of  him,  was  that  of  a  grandfather  in  full 
Ijoltomed  wig,  gold  spectacles,  watch  chain  hanging  from  a  fob,  and  resjilendent 
in  bine  coal  and  brass  buttons.  .Someinnes  he  was  a  very  naughty  man,  and  1 
woidd  tiot  lepeat  his  language  for  anything.  In  his  last  )ears— half  sick, 
irritable,  and  e.\as|)er:ited  by  noisy  graiclchildren — he  would  scowl  over  his 
spectacles,  growl  from  the  depths  of  his  cravat,  and  occasionally  tap  us  with  his 
cane.  This  latter  was  a  gift  to  his  father  ln>m  the  first  president  of  Columbia 
College,  but  that  fact  did  not  make  the  grievaiK  e  less.  When  the  old  gentle- 
'iiiaii  was  at  last  gathered  to  his  fathers,  my  lamentation  over  him  was  not 
utKiccompanied  by  a  leriain  joy  of  having  felt  the  last  of  that  slick.  One  old 
painting  iiarticiilarly  engaged  the  attention.  It  was  the  life-si/ed  portrait  ot  a 
most  beauiilul  young  udin.in  with  a  smile,  lialf  of  triumph,  in  the  lovely 
lustrous  eyes.  Slie  was  robed  m  a  i|uaint  gown  of  pink  satin,  and  wore  the  ex- 
aggerated coifl'ure  of  the  day,  high  heeled  shoes,  patihes,  jiowder  and  ]iaint. 
How  e.Mjiiisitely  she  was  dressed  !  That  was  our  great  grandmother.  'I  he 
two  jiortraits  most  ilear  to  us,  were  those  of  our  ])aternal  grandmother, 
Catharine  V.  R.  ."^chuyler.  In  the  lust,  painted  by  Count  de  Neuville  in  179S, 
she  is  represented  as  a  young  girl  u  iih  soft  brown  ringlets  hilling  about  the  face, 
and  seated  at  a  piano.  In  the  second,  the  work  of  the  (clebialed  Stuart,  she 
ap|)ears  as  a  mother  with  her  little  daughicr  in  her  arms.  The  lace  turban,  col 
larette,  and  a  bit  of  the  gold  colored  satin  dress  are  still  preserved.  This  room 
was  really  tiie  brightest  and  most  inviting  in  tlv  lujuse  ;  into  it  the  sun  I'oodeil 
every  corner  witli  its  radiance  ;  and  in  winter,  the  three  deep  windows  were  al- 
ways filled  with  hyacinths  blossoming  in  glasses. 

The  dining  runui  was  also  attractive.  Tlure  was  a  large  fireplace,  and  there 
were  a  lew  iJutch  and  Ivnglish  pictures  upon  the  walls — some  so  dark  one  could 
scarcely  make  out  what  they  were  intended  to  ])ortray.  The  high  sidebo.ird 
that  looked  so  much  at  home  there,  gliitered  with  cut  glass  decanters,  and  the 
old  silver  tea  service.  .V  christening  bowl  of  silver  used  at  my  grandmother's 
baptism  in  the  old  Dutch  Church,  al  Albany,  and  for  each  grandchild  in  tin  11, 
had  its  place  of  honor  there.  Wine  and  cake  were  served  to  friends  who 
called  ;  and  from  the  little  closets  beneath  came  signficant  odors  of  these 
dainties  whenever  the  doors  were  opened.  Tlieie  were  i|uantities  of  blue  willow 
ware,  brought  tVom  China  by  the  first  .'\meri(-an  ship;  the  silver  was  handsome 
and  heavy,  and  each  large  piece  was  engraved  with  a  coat  of  arms.  What  a 
history  is  attacheil  to  much  of  this  furniture  and  tableware  that  came  from  the 
Schuyler  mansion  at  Albany  !  It  is  intimately  loniiecled  with  the  great  men 
whose  lives  have  been  sketched  in  former  cha|)ters.  When  Cieneral  Washington 
left  his  headrpiarters  at  Newburgli,  in  August,  178;^,  he  jiresented  the  furniture 
of  the  house  to  Ur.  Cochran.  Time  has  dispersed  much  of  it,  but  several 
pieces  still  remain  in  oiir  possession.      What  tales  they  could  tell  ! 
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The  main  staircase  with  its  haliisliade  of  hard  wuoil  and  carved  post  was  one 
of  tlie  most  interesting  featiir.s  of  the  house,  thoiif;li  liardly  worthy  of  that 
<listinciioii.  It  really  did  \m\.  seem  like  going  upstairs  al  all,  the  stejjs  were  so 
hroad  and  low;  anil  twice  in  the  ascent  one  came  ui)ou  a  sipiare  landing  with 
old  straigiil  i)acked  i  hairs  in  the  <  orners. 

The  sleeping  ai>artments  on  the  upper  lloor— iiriglu  and  c  heerful  even  during 
the  darkest  of  winter  days— were  ciuiously  connected  hy  closets.     Jvich  room  had 
a  wide  four  poster  of  mahogany,  and  a  bureau  and  dressing  table  of  tiie  same 
beauliln!    wood.     The    wall    i)a|)ers   were   execrable.     The    pictures   on    them 
re|)reseiited  great  festoons  of  gaudy  colored  llowers,  birds  and  insects— iminob- 
able  while  the  laws  of  nature  remain  as  they  are;   and  land  and  sea  views  ar- 
ranged without  regard  to  perspective.     Wrens  would  come  in  the  niorning  and 
sit  on   the  window  ledge  and  sing.      Mird  iioiises  with  small  ai)erture.s— a  most 
hospitable  arrangement— had  been  placed  there  for  them  to  nest  in,  anil  it  was 
sweet  to  be  roused  from  sleep  by  their  cheerful,  melodious  notes;  and  great  fun 
to  watch    the  dainty   sjirites  go  in  and   out— uticriy  oblivious  of  our  presence. 
l-'rom  time  to  time  1  sketched  tlie  view  we  enjoyed  from  the  south  windows— a 
stretch  of  tlie  nver,  a  bit  of  the   reil  stone  house  on   the  opposite  shore  half 
hiddui  by  dustering  foliage,  and  tlie  oak  crowned  hill  beyond  toward  the  west. 
'I'here  was  a  fascinating  garret  with  cobwebby  windows,  and  iiiinches  of  herbs 
and    clusters  of  ixipcorn    ears    hanging   from   the  rafters.      It   was  filled   with 
broken  down  haircloth  sofas;   odds  and  ends  of  curious  furniture  ;   hair  trunks 
with  initials  made  of  brass  nails  ;   cainplior-wood  chests  ;   boxes  and  barrels  and 
other  repositories  of  family  papers  and  discarded  linery  of  the  past  eighty  years 
standing  in  a  solemn  row  under  the  eaves.     The  old  attic  where  all  these  mis- 
cellaneous articles  had  met  as  if  by  some  prearrangement  was  a  tine  place  for 
the  game  of  hide-aiul-seek.     Side  by  side  with  the  accumulated  ruiibish  of  the 
liast,  stood    (leneral    Schuyler's    camp    chest— a  wooden    bo.\  three  feet  long, 
tilled  with  the  table  furniture  and  cooking  utensils  used  iiy  him  during  tiie  war  ; 
and  a  big  sijuare  trunk— 1  have  it  still— contains  the  grand  ball  dress  of  rich 
brocade,  and   the   high   heeled   satin  slippers.      It  was  made  after  the  Colonial 
period,  the  materials  being  of  light  ground   with   bunches  of   bright  colored, 
hand  embroidered  flowers.      It  is  partly  covered  with  lace  and  ornamented  with 
ostrich  plumes;  the  sleeves  and  fichu  are  also  of  rare  lace.     This  costume  was 
first  worn    by  our   great-aunt,   Margarita    Schuyler  when    she  was  married    to 
Sleiiheii    Van    Rensselaer.      .\t    President    Washington's  fust  Inauguration  liall 
given  in  New  York  on  May  7th,  1787,  it  graced  the  fair  form  of  an  ancestress. 

In  the  lower  back  lull  hung  a  row  of  leather  buckets— relics  of  a  past  age 
when  "  fire  buckets  tilled  the  office  of  hose  ;  in  them  water  was  passed  by  Iriendly 
hands  disposed  in  a  file  from  the  place  of  siijiply  to  where  it  was  needed,  an  op- 
liosite  file  returning  the  buckets  when  emi)tieil." 

The  well  at  the  kitchen  door  was  one  of  our  most  attractive  possessions  ;  with 
its  great  wooden  bucket— not  yet  supplanted  by  the  more  convenient  pump— for 
bringing  up  the  cooling  draught.     It  was  like  a  deep  cup,  lined  from  top  to 
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liiittiilii  Willi    llif  sdllcsl,   1)1    uli'iii,  liviiij;  inns'.  ;    .ind  liiiis  Iciiilci  .mil  (jiic,  Ic.in 
uif;  iJiil  (ivir   iIk-  vv.ilcr — as  it   to  f;:i/f  ii|h)1i  iIk'  mIIo  I  iniis  nl    lluir  wwii  InvcliiK  ss 
mil  loicd  Ihi'ic. 

Itiil    .illci    .ill,  !lic  f;nMl(sl   ill, Mill   u(    tins   icaliii   ul   ililij;lils  w.is  I  lie  f;.iiiit'ii-   - 

llllf^li;     Ullll      IiIkSSOIIIS         IIi.II      I  .lllcil      III      llSUltll     .1      lIlllllS.lllll    Villi  IS.  Nlllllill^    lllll 

f^rt'fiifi  y  ;  sliMil'  :irliiiis,  Iniils  .mil  lluuns,  siiiit  mil  Imiii  tin-  ii  li'  wmlil  li\ 
licllisi's  uC  gr:i|ii'viiiis  ;  liiil).'is  ul  llic  (  )lil  Wmlil  sucil  liii.u  willi  lij;lil  nil 
lrai;iaiil  ILami.;  .mil  llmkrl-,  iil  li  iliiiiy  f;iimiiif^  uiM  wlinsr  i,  iims  i.l 
yi-||.i\v  1  ill  I-,-,,  mis  urn  iiiusl  (^i.iii'liil  .is  lis  Ihi^IiI  icil  liciiiis  wni  imsl  toolli 
siiiiif.  (  )||  llic  InwiT  w.ill,  IV)  II-. il  l''.iiL',lisli  i\y  ^irw  SI)  l.i\  .lil\  lli.il  II  li.iil 
Id  111'  kr]il   u'lll  111  1 1,  nil  I.       (  liil'  1 1  in  II  Is  cm  nil  us  llic  ivv. 

Till'    SijILUC    I. lull    nil    ihc    s..i|||i    siilc  u.is    I. ml  nut   III  Wlilc  licilsnl    liliiniii.       .\ 
I II  11.11 1  wjik,  ImiiiIciciI  u  nil    I;;!  I  liu\,   In!  t  In  mi;.',  1 1  llic  iilil  f^.inlcii  tn  the  iii.ii'iiuli.i 

lice    tll;lt     lilir.sollicil    siiucll.        No  iitlicr   llilUCI     I    tlllllk    1 1 1   a  ri  .1 1  I^CIIICI  1 1    ol    llcl.llls 
.l|i|ilii.ii  lies  tills  li.milsiiiiif  sjici  iiiicii. 

Iicyiiiiil  tins  .1  null  li  timli  Icii  ji.il  liu  .ly  uniniil  |i.ist  .1  1  luiiip  ul  III.  11  s  ,1111 1  slii  iili 
cvcinlcciis  III  llic  l.illlicil  siiliiliiii  limr.c,  ulilill  li  ul  nine  lieeii  |i.illileil  };i  (  en  ; 
li:it  iiinc  :iiiil  uc.illiei  Ii.hI  i  li.mceil  it  In  .1  s.iL;e  colnlcil  iliali,  willi  line  ami  llicic 
.1  II. lie  III  llic  nili;m.il  Imt.  Il  ii.iij  lielK  lies  .ilnli;^  tlic  suit's;  u.lsopeii,  Imlli 
limil  .nil!  Ii.it  L  ;  ami  I  Im  kl  v  <li.i|>ei|  uilli  vines  li. 1^1. nit,  Imt  iinl  Imisucet 
lli.it  aliiinst  I  i.iii|ileli'ly  cm  Insi'il  It,  .mil  ciiliicl)  liiil  llie  sin.ill  tli.iinnml  sli.i|ii  li 
wimliiw.s.  |iist  licliiie  leailniiL;  il,  mie  u.is  t'iiv'eln|ieii  in  a  wiimlcilnl  <  Inml  nl 
11.1(^1,1111  C  1 1 1. It  I  .line  'ile.illliL;  nil  llic  sense  tliilil  llic  Inse  Imsl  It's  tlial  1  Intel  I  1  li  m  ly 
.ilniiml  II.  Ill  sliellcieij  iinnks  llie  i.itliiiils  Imilt  .  tnli^elllif;  III  ami  mil,  |ii.iiiiii|; 
tiiltll  tlicir  Inclnilimis  iintcs,  nr  iittclllif^  llicil  1  l\  nl  al.ilin  uitli  the  liilsllllsl  that 
IS  liiHll  III    tlieir  ililiimiitivc  li.itnies.       It   u,is  ,1  ileln^lilliil  lelie.it. 

'I'llii'C  vailt'llcs  III  haulllnnie  i;',ew  lo  |iel  let  Hull  ill  mil  f^.iiileli.  One  uitli 
white  liliissiiins,  rcCniciiieiil  ilsell  ;  aiiiilher  with  llie  liiaiiihfs  a  ni.iss  nl  jniik 
cdIiiI — 111  he  I  iini|i.iie<l  to  mitliini;  liiil  veKt-l  ;  ami  .1  tliiiil  uitli  i|ei'|i  nil,  mse- 
likc  lliiu'cis  tli.il  iimler  the  Imt  sun,  lliifw  vivnl  <  nlminn  w.is  (|i'.ilc  il.i/./lmj^. 
A  nr.iml  t  !,l  ilmihle  tin. 111  cat  h  )c,ii  it  hail  ili.ipcil  ilsell  tluwii  tn  llic  miv 
Hr.iss  ill  si.iilel  liliiiiin,  i;l.iielul,  cleL;.ml,  ilisi  I  .i(  I  in^ly  |iietl\,  a  iliifl  uiinl 
slullil  Slia|i|j('il  nil  1  Inst-  In  ihf  j;riM,liil  iilic  ilay.  'Ihc  f^anlelnl  lil.lilc  t\eiy 
t'lfnll  In  s.ivc  il,  lull  llie  \ahialile  spet  illicn  was  tiniimcd.  When  llif  (^iltlilci 
InSC  Willi  its  J^lniy  iif  slliiwlialls  u.is  in  lilnssnin  the  Inn.iil  U.IIK  Innkcil  lis  liesl. 
'I'hmisimls  .iml  llii  .ianls  of  (;iccnish  uliilc  pcl.ils  ilrnppfil  Irnm  the  uliilmse 
i.lii-,!('is  until  ihc  soil  was  i  iivci  il  with  iiiiniinci.ililc  si. us.  Tlit  y  were  ^;ical 
lavniilcs  nl  mils.  riicre  were  a  sn  Iwn  v.iriclics  nl  syriii^;a  :  the  iiiink  nr.iii(;c, 
whiisf  <  re. nil  tinlcil  llnwcis  nl  hcanlifiilly  nmmlcil  petals  nseinlilc  thnsc  nl  llic 
niaiinc  in  Inii'i,  lliniij^li  lint  ill  Ira^^raiicc ;  ami  the  l.iinili.ir  slirnli  nf  Ihc  nlivc 
family.  I  mm  li  pieleiieil  the  l.iiici  uilli  its  pnuerlul  SI  cut  ;  ami  il  li.is  the 
liiel  il  Inn,  nl  l.islmj;  liiiin  ciiniij^li  Inr  nne  In  ciijny  il.  When  Ihc  III. 11  s  anil  nlhcr 
nnianictil.il  trees  lli.it  ^,it'w  alnii);  ihe  high  Iciki'  anil  in  s<  allcretl  (lumps  were  in 
Ihc  lieu;lit  nl   llicir  splciulnr,  tile  ail  w.is  full  nl    li.i);raiii f  ami  ileli^hl. 
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My  M,-.M,.l,n.,(l„.,    l,,„l   ; x,....,l,„;.    lun.l,..,.  .,„    ,l,nv,s     ;,   ^,, ,,,k,„. 

""■'"  ^■■""'  ■    ""'  '■'^'■''"' "  II""'  '!"•  l<-n.l.-r.-sl  ,•;„■.•,  ..a.l,  iMic  ,u.,.ni„K  Iim<I 

inr,   Ih-i    h.n.1   .,1  u,„k  uMl,   I,,..-  ,,„.l   r.,k<.  anion,.   Ikt   •.,..,sni.-.,  wl,„  I,  s.vnnuK 

o.ns.,,,,,..  „1    luT   l„v.-   ,.-s|,„ .,1    ,„   a   p,,..,on.lv.       I  |„.  |„.„l,  ,.  «,„■  .  mu,l,,| 

will,  l,nll,s  :,.hI  pnnnn.il-,  ;    .i„|  I.,,,,,  ,,|,,„„.,|  ,vll,  ,,||  ,|„-  „l,|  t.ishi..,.,  ,1  ;,i„h,.,|.. 
lll.it    licwi   1  iMhiil  lo  Muoni  I  he  <iiiii,-  .,,,,. 

''•''''   ""   ""■   "■'"■■"  "'   ^'"""  ■""I  "<•  '"ll-u'  til-,.-  rw,i,  iu,l„„,.,-,s,,l   si.nnn- 

""•"""■'■'■•■;'"'   ""•   '""'^        '— ■ul,„|„.n,   Hu-s.irunK   '-Is  ol   n.miH- .s 

"'■''""""■''   'l""";^l"""    ""-^ '"■■S,.,„.„,;,...,„|ys|,M„,  |,,,s.,.lu ,,..,.1 

'•"IV'ls  ouii.        The   stniK;;!,.   „ii    ,1,..  |,.„,„l    u  in,,.,   ,.,  ,r,,,n,  M,|„r„u.  y  |.' .„ 

';'■"•■;'"'!    ''"■■'-"   '""''■■      "'■•"'-'"■I ->l-ili.si-«.T,sl„„|«.n.;i,i.|,:,is.. 

Hi.i,  licMils  HI  ,  lull  |„i,„  V  al,  ,vr  ll,,-  |,.v,.|  „|  ,1,,.  ImIM,-,,/,.,,  m..1.     <  .,,  ,|,..  ,|„..^h„l,| 

;■'    ""■   >'■■".   I"-'""-   '!'■•    ""■'l--'l--!;M„l„sl,u,.,,„„l,„,n.,,l,.ui,|,,,u.,k,. u 

'''■•  ^""'    ""•  ;;'■'■■■•  '"  "'""I'-  ll-  '.I-  -  u.,1,  ,,,,,.„,    u..  K,rr>  ..n,l,us,:,.,,„  ally  .lu- 
liltissonis  lli.ii  |,i.,.|  I, III  III,,,  a  u,.il,|  .,ii||  ,  ,,|,|. 

,  ''''"^  '"^^   '"  ■■'■'"    'I"-  )'l'"l    I"— i„n    ,s  III.-   I, l,„iM.-si.„u,i,.,|,,  i.u.nin^. 

""■  '•••''  '""'''•  l"'l"":;  '"'ll'  I"""  llH-  h.ill  Klmvn.  pas.  lik.  Laws,-  .a,  h  ,|,v  i, 
Knnvs  l.i,:.,-,a,„lu.|iil,.,.  „s  nn,..,-  |„.,a|..  ,|,.|,.  al-K  l,|,,,.-.l  will,  ^;,...n.  Tli,- ,  ,aii  ■ 
.i^.-  -m.l  S.-II  asM.ll,,,,  .,r  ,|,is  l,a„s|,lanl,-,l  Miain;..,,  |,„,ki„,  ;„  ,k,||  „,  ,1,,  „, 
.hmI  l.uiKliin.i;  in  a  l,ill,.,   ,Mai,-|,  u'ln,!  ■■,  ama/in^.  , npiHu-iHl 

"'"■"'    ""•   '■■"'"••''    "'    ""•   l"ll''l I'l   ll""<-.-^..  llu•|,„•„vl,|lu■s,^lla      l,l,K. 

-   |l.-n.  sra  ual.T      piisliniM    lli,„n;;|,    las,    y.ai 's   ,|,  a,|    l.-a^.v       |,    ,.   ,a,|iai„    ,i, 
••■Hly  spnii^.  aii.l  liavin,.  .■„in.-  „.  „:,  |„„i,  Sil„.|,a,  llns  .piaiii,  I,cmii,v  ,s  |,.-,|...  ,1.. 
iMMly.      I   ••nj,,),-,!   s,.-,nK   ils  ■•.■fi,.sl„n,..  im,  m  ani,,,,^  ,|„.  i„.„   |,|a,l,-s  „•   ,.|  ,.,. 
I'..-   U    l,a,l  l,„u;  a^,.  wuli  ,1,.- sn..w,l„,|,  .s,  apnl  ,  li.- ,  andn.",  ,  ,|    1 1,.- ,,ai,l,n  I,'.  .Is' 

As  ,lu.y  p,..,...,l  ,1,..  I.la.k  I.I  ..v.anvl,,.,,-,  .l,-  p,..,,,.:,,  s,,l„  i.n.iKniahl,.  »as 

'■?''''■■■  '^'■'''■"■••':'l''''l'''- ''''-'''•'■'   II-  II- '--ly.-app.niii,: s,|...,.,„. 

"":   ''•'^■'■'''  •'-""^'    'I"-'  '''"l^   K"''"^  •'-"!  lH,.uiis  ,,1    I,,,.,  a .11,11        II    v„ii  I,  „k 

■IHU.   lUM,,    ,l,..s,.  (i,nv..,s  -n.spl,.n.|..,„    ,„   ..„|„,  ai  i|   .„   ,.asy   .  ul„^a.i,„i     son. 

'''''!"■''  '"  I";"''''"'''   •"■'^■"-  ^'^  ■'  l"'v^  n-pas,,      Th,.y  vv.ml,!  ),.•,«.  ,..n,a„u-.l 
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most  tenderly,  and  placed  him  in  a  sininy  window-seat  to  dry;  while  his  parents 
in  a  state  of  expectancy  chirped  noisily  in  the  shrubbery.  Slowly  the  tiny  crea- 
ture returned  to  life;  fluttered  his  wings;  opened  his  eyes  and  looked  about; 
and  wiien  perfectly  restored  was  set  free;  and  the  fuss  that  my  feathered  friends 
made  over  their  offspring,  was  quite  the  prettiest  little  drama  that  I  ever  saw 
enacted.  'l"he  presence  of  a  human  being  was  nothing  to  tiiem.  As  I  looked 
on  in  admiration  all  three  flew  away  over  my  head — so  closely  tliey  almost  swept 
me  with  their  wings. 

'I'lie  daffodil  is  characteristic  of  the  early  year.  I  remember  beds  of  them  in 
tiie  garden  of  my  childiiood,  tlieir  yellow  blossoms  and  green  leaves  forming  a 
most  be.uitifiil  combination  of  color.  The  finest  grew  on  the  north  side  of  tlie 
liouse ;  as  fnie  as  tliuse  I  saw  on  tlie  margin  of  Ullswater,  "Nodding  their 
golden  heads  beside  the  dancing  and  foaming  waves  " — a  veritable  golden  trail. 

"  Ton  tlioiis.iinl  '-aw  1  :U  a  j;lam;e 
Tossing  llicir  licails  in  •-iirif^lilly  <lance." 

"  For  oft  when  on  my  miuli  1  lie 

In  vacant  or  in  pc-nsivc  mood, 
They  flash  ujion  thai  inward  eye 

Which  is  tlie  Miss  of  solimde; 
And  then  my  heart  with  |ik'asi\re  thrills, 
.And  <lanees  w  ilh  the  dalViHliU."' 

The  tulip — the  flower  that  best  satisfies  tlie  fondness  for  bright  colors — was 
well  represented.  It  was  in  Holland  that  I  fust  learned  to  appreciate  tulips. 
There  the  varieties  were  almost  endless.  'l"he  low  lands  around  Ilarlaam  were 
covered  with  myriails  of  them  gorgeous  beyond  expression  in  trojiic  coloring — 
t!ie  many  single  and  double  species  tliat  we  are  familiar  with,  biblooms  and 
lii/.inis  :  and  the  i)arrot  tinted  with  every  shade  that  the  human  mind  can  stig- 
j;isi.  This  last  is  a  rare,  grotesipie,  disorderly  beauty:  at  times  this  siilendid 
cre.ition  trails  its  untiiiy  head  in  the  wet  soil ;  at  times,  flaunts  its  charms  full  in 
the  face  of  the  sun.  To  do  the  scene  justice,  to  paint  those  bold,  brilliant  hues 
would  require  the  brush  of  a  Van  Hiiysani,  himself. 

I'rimroses,  yellow-eyed  perennials  ranging  from  gold  to  deepest  crimson — em- 
Miins  of  early  sweetness — bloomed  profusely  wherever  the  sun's  rays  were 
sill  ingest. 

After  a  day  of  rain,  it  was  wonderful  how  (piickly  the  polyanthus  narcissus 
uiiuld  ])ick  themselves  up  and  unfold  ;  and  there  was  so  much  to  do  in  the 
giirden  one  hartlly  knew  where  to  begin,  \iolels  blossomed  in  various  odd 
nooks  and  corners,  and  I  knew  where  to  find  the  Johnny-jump-tips.  In  the 
orchard,  the  ground  w.is  covered  with  them — white  and  j)tirple,  on  hiiinmocks 
around  the  big  trees;  and  to  gatiier  them  kept  one  well  occupied.  Such  a 
( li.irming  business  it  was,  too!  'I'he  old  gardener  would  not  pick  a  flower  of 
any  kind  timler  any  circumstances  ;  although  was  easy  to  get  his  promises  to 
tlo  so,  because  he   felt  himself  under  no  obIiL;a,     n  to  keej)  them.      The  violet's 
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sweet  scent  I  in.irh  ,,refcr  to  the  pansy-developed  from  the  humbler  plant  bv 
culfvat.on  mto  large  blossoms  of  a  variety  of  colors  and  of  great  beauty:  but 
Urowning  says, 

■•  II  M'unis  (o  iiic  imich  worthier  iirj^inncnt 
Wliy  paiisies,  eyes  llial  laut;!.,  l)i,'ar  iRauly's  prize 
Trom  violet's,  eyes  that  dream." 

Nature  may  have  intrusted  the  cross-breeding  to  the  horticulfnist,  but  the  plan 
has  never  left  her  hands.  ' 

As    the   days   lengthen   and  the  sunshine  grows  wanner,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  lunv  flowers  increase  in  size  and  .Icepen   in  tin,.      In  ]nu,,  the  trees  an.l 
shrubs  were  m  full  sum.ncr  leaf-green  grateful  t„  the  eve-the  garden  w.s  in 
per.ecfon.  and    the   blueinrds    ha.l  .  o,ne      A   fnie  red  di.nbing  rose  made  a 
most  beautt.ul  garment  for  a  (lowertng  ahnond  winch  suddenly  refuse.l  to  grow 
conceahng  us  bare  an.l  battered  lunbs  „,th  ,,|,ant  draperies.     A  double  whit; 
of  lav.sh  bloom,  peeped  in  at  the  parlor  window  on  one  side  ;  and  a,  the  ...her. 
the  lovely  p.nk  .,f  a  perfect  m.,ss  rose,  groupe.l  w,th  eglantn,e  whose  ll.nvers  ar^ 
ex.elled  l,y  the  leaves  in  sweetness.      liy  ,l,e  tni.l.lle  of  the  n„.nlh,  the  grounds 
«e>^e    bewd.lenng.     Roselnwls  in  countless  m.dlitu.les  bl,„„„e.l  in  evervmrf 
an.l  the  whole  space  was  literally  alive  with  nnria.is  of  butteribes,  small  iA  u.r- 
to.se-she  Is,  red  a.lmnals,  dainty  yellow  an.l  p.ne  whites.     The  cK.th  of  gold 
rose    uu    a  pecubarly  .lelightful  way  of  .sprea.bng  the  earth  with  orange;  w'tile 
yet  the  laden  boughs  shoue.l  no  apparent  loss.      .Ml  the  old  favorites  were  there 
to.,     from  the  fragrant  an.l  perishable  whit.s  an.l  pinks  on  ,.,  ,h.  .iamask  an.l 
1  e  .lark  re.l  velvety  le.ve.l  f.eorge  the  W .  (less  profuse  in  its  bloom)  al 

bloss.n>nng  for  ,lear  iHe,  l!ut  a  s.nall  blush  rose  well  veile.l  in  grcrn.' phuUed 
l.y  n.y  grau.hnother  for  n,e,  was  the  n.„st  pre.u,us  .,f  .11.  „  survive.l  long  after 
she  ha.l  .lone  w„h  life  and  its  c.npanions  ha.l  been  wn„er  kille.l ;  ea.h  year 
put nng  forth  us  leaf  an.l  bloom  always  refreshing  an.l  ex.pnsite.  I  never  c.n", 
un.lerstan.l  .-hy  su.h  sweet  .lowers  as  r.,.ses  .lo  not  secrete  lu.ney,  n.,r  why  the 
1  vely  worn,  .lebghts  n,  curling  up  a  leaf  f.,r  his  castle.-then  letting  himself 
clown  frotn  dangerous  heights.  These  leaf-rollers  that  .levour  evervtfting  an.l 
"K-nace  spee.ly  run,  woul.l  be  tnore  lu.lico.ts  we.e  they  less  prov.,king'-one  can- 
n.)t  enter  ii,to  a  struggle  with  them  on  e.jual  terms 

kho.l.,den.lrons  never  thrive.l  in  our  part  .,f  the  c.n.ntry  ;   bu,  the  fee  pcnies 
fron.  (hn,a  ,n,ght   have   posed  as  roses  for  the  g.ant  of  Rabehns' satire,  w" 
coul.    ,lr,nk  a  nver  dry.     The  vari-clore.l  winecups  .,f  the  .nonnug-glories  and 
be  day   b   es   we.e  lovely.      My  tnother  was  fon.l  of  ar,anging  t  ,em  i    g 
bowls  f.,r  the  breakfast  table,  the  .lelicate  blues  and  r.,se.tims  .  f  the  on    am 
trasung  .l,vn,ely  w,.|,  ,he  ivo.y  white  of  the  o,her,_at  n.,..n  they  w-ere  fa.led 

I  he  thiee  clas.ses  of  low-growing  peonies  must  not  be  neglected  ;   the  heavv 
c^.~   Uku   changes  so  .p.ickly  i„  the  sun,  the  pu.e  c.ul' white  witi.i 

Ir  Ui  ,i        r.       '  """  •""•''•  ""'  '^•^">'  »■- '-gerose-colore.1  for  many 
nays  retaining  us  beauty  u,  water.  ^ 
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There  was  also  a  fair  representation  of  Oriental  puiipies,  stately  perennials 
with  petals  burning  like  tlanies.  Perfectly  hardy,  antl  easy  of  cultivation,  tliey 
were  superb. 

But  parts  of  the  garden  that  gave  us  most  pleasure  were  sunny  stretches  where 
certain  plants  bloomed  side  by  side  in  every  possible  combination  of  beauty,  the 
greater  number  of  them  without  cessation  until  frost.  Bachelor  buttons,  charm- 
ing corn-flowers  of  France,  the  fleur  sauvage  of  the  fields;  tall,  showy  larksjiur 
ranging  tlirough  many  hues  ;  balsam  closely  resembling  a  lady's  slipper,  l)ul  too 
dainty  for  the  U>ul  of  Cinderella  herself;  bluebells,  like  those  that  adorn 
"  ICUen's  Isle  ;  "  strong-scented  marigokls  ;  blue  and  white  campanula  ;  cheery, 
energetic  candytuft;  fraxinella,  famed  for  its  fr;igrant  leaves ;  honey-sweet  white 
alyssum ;  love-in-a-nnst  of  mystic  charm;  bright-ejed  coreopsis,  a  ret'ulgent, 
barbaric  creation  ;  convolvuli,  frail  cups  for  dew  ^'  ne  ;  starry,  compact  clusters 
of  blue  forget-me-not  that  "grows  for  happy  lovers;"  four  o'clock's,  with 
brilliant  calyx;  purple  spires  uf  foxglove;  delicate  tufts  of  lobelia;  the  showy 
petunias;  exquisite  patches  of  low-growing  phlox;  nodding  spikes  of  prince's 
feather ;  mats  of  verbena  glowing  with  comfort ;  pheasant's  eye,  and  clove 
pinks  pure  white  and  fringed,  refreshing  specimens ;  clustered  llowers  of  sweet 
williani;  bright  colored  dahlias;  deep  crimson  snapdragon  with  its  ilensely 
packed  racemes;  sweet  peas  of  vivid  tints  climbing  high  on  trellises  ;  dove- 
sceiiteil  stocks  lowly  and  fragrant ;  tufts  of  scarlet  columbine  named  for  the 
sweetheart  of  Ilarlecpiin;  and  tall  while  lilies — the  fairest  of  all  the  highly- 
l)ri/ed  llowers  that  made  the  old  time  gaideiis  the  fascinating  things  they 
were. 

It  is  a  great  temptation  to  linger  ;  but  to  penetrate  far  into  this  alluring  region 
is  beyond  my  prcjvince  now,  though  the  materials  arc  practically  inexhaustible. 
It  would  take  too  long  to  tell  of  all  the  llowers  we  had,  but  a  i\:w  more  I  nul^t 
mention. 

The  aniuud  poppies — showy  herbs  of  the  Old  World — came  on  in  all  the 
varied  ])inks,  reds,  and  whites  ;  they  yielded  surprines  in  the  almost  endless  va 
rieties  and  mixtures  of  color,  and  tlie  pleasing  uncertainty  as  to  the  amount  of 
doubleness  to  be  expected.  John  Ruskin  sa\s  ;  '•  1  know  of  no  tlower  that  basso 
many  charming  trie  ks  and  manners,  none  with  a  method  of  growth  more  fascina- 
ting. We  usually  think  of  a  poppy  as  a  coarse  llower  ;  but  it  is  the  most  trans- 
parent and  delicate  of  all  the  blossoms  of  the  field.  The  rest,  nearly  all  of 
them,  depend  on  the  texture  of  their  surfaces  for  color.  I'ut  the  poppy  is 
painted  glass  ;  it  never  glows  so  brightly  as  when  the  sun  shines  through  it. 
Wherever  it  is  seen,  against  the  light  or  with  the  light,  always  it  is  a  flame,  and 
warms  the  wind  like  a  blown  ruby  ....  dather  a  J'oppy  bud,  just  when  it 
shows  the  scarlet  line  at  its  side,  break  it  o])en  and  unpack  the  poppy.  The 
whole  flower  is  there  conijjlete  in  si/e  and  color,  its  stamens  full  grown,  but  all 
packed  so  closely  that  the  tine  silk  of  the  petals  is  crushed  into  a  million  of 
wrinkles.  When  the  flower  opens,  it  seems  a  relief  from  torture;  the  two  im- 
prisoning green  leaves  are  shaken  to  the  ground,  the  aggrieved  corolla  smooths 
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itself  in  the  .sun  and  comforts  itself  as  hesl  it  ran,  but  remains  crushed  and  hurt 
to  the  end  of  its  days." 

The  gay  golden  esch.scholt/.ia  from  California  had  not  yet  been  transplant-,1 
to  the  east,  which,  beautiful  as  it  is,  in  the  long  list  of  beauties,  has  a  tenden.  y 
to  f)verrun  everything. 

Ill  our  climate— a  c  limate  that  one  cannot  keep  in  the  same  mind  about  for 
one  whole  day  together— when  the  capricious  weatlier  did  not  suit  the  helio- 
trope, it  would  look  dejected  and  i>itiful  with  its  fragrant,  one  sided  (lower- 
heads  hanging  straiglit  down  ;  but  a  soft  rain  followed  by  plenty  of  heal  would 
make  all  the  dilleience  in  the  world,  and  set  all  right. 

Among  all  cropped  out  the  greenish-white  fringes  of  the  mign.mette  that 
lluues  so  well  in  tlie  autnnm,  and  under  the  microscope  reveals  su.h  marvels  of 
construction.  No  perfume  that  I  know  can  equal  its  fragrance,  and  I  am  nol  so 
sure  that  the  Lugcr  variety  of  to-day  smells  the  sweeter  for  its  great  si/e  The 
nod.lmg  bellshapcd  lilies  of  the  valley  grew  in  partly  sha.led  no,.ks  ;  and 
f.nher  on,  skirting  the  lane  in  ,,rimal  wildness,  thick  growths  of  red-berrie.i 
elder  ami  cnmson  sumacli  llourished  with  sunllowers  of  golden  .unmels  and 
be<ls  of  mynle  <lark  and  dense  ;  while  the  stone  wall  at  the  rear  was  occupied 
by  wild  clematis  vines,  and  a  .piantity  of  deadly  nightshade.  The  latter  had  a 
most  m.uvelous  power  of  gn,u-lli,  and  a  ,  leverncss  for  catching  hold  of  and 
liolding  on  tight  to  whatever  good  things  happened  to  be  uiiliin  reach  :  each 
year  it  was  cut  .lown,  <lug  up,  and  thrown  awav  ;  ".M,!  there  you  are 
again  !  "  when  each  year  it  .ame  back  as  thrifty  as  ever.  .An  impertinent  mali- 
cious weed  bke  pl.int  thai  h.ul  fuiaby  to  be  left  in  undisturbed  p„.ssession_a 
triumph  of  N.itiire  ! 

In  September,  asters  and  zinnias  of  all  types  ami  hues  farmed  iuleresiing 
groups  of  sinking  beauty-rich  iiiiis  to  gla.hlen  the  eye  far  into  the  goUlen  .lavs 
of  autumn.  AVhen  the  wood>  which  covered  the  hillsides  were  one  mass  of 
brilliant  foliage,  ami  here  an.l  there  along  the  high  river  banks  coul.l  be  seen 
large  patches  of  color,  ami  about  all  hung  a  mistv  ha/e,  the  scentless  white 
wuul-nower  (anemone)  no.lde.l  an.l  clustered,  an.l  the  hardy  chrysamhemum 
glowed  wilh  blossoms  that  laste.l  after  the  garden-a  fragrant  memory-was 
.stripped,  an.l  all  else  was  done. 

We  l.n-ed  llowers  e.,ually  well_grandmama  and  I  ;  aiul  as  1  ualke.l  with  her 
through  the  dear  old  pleasannce,  out  un.ler  the  trees,  ami  among  the  nasturtiums 
an.l  the  roses,  .lense  with  sweet  s.euis  of  smnmer,  I  realized  what  a  my.steriously 
beautiful  w.,rl.l  it  is,  and  that  there  <an  be  m.  winter  nor  age  for  the  heart  that 
fm.ls  a  tramiuil,  innocent  joy  in  the  won.lers  and  splendors  of  creation.  Oliver 
Wemlell  H.,Imes  .says:  "Nature  has  m.,re  artillces  than  all  the  cnjurors  that 
ever  live.i  ;  "  and  a  fam,.iis  Frenchman  writes,  "  When  I  admire  the  beauty  of 
form,  the  grace  of  this  flower  in  its  freshly  opening  bloom,  what  strikes  me 
most  ,s  the  work  of  that  hi.lden,  unkn.nvn,  mysteri..us  f.,rce  which  rules  over 
the  plant's  life  and  can  direct  it  in  the  maintenance  of  its  existence,  which 
clu,oses  the  proper  molecules  of  air.  water,  an.l  earth  for  its  nourishment,  and 
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which  knows,  above  all,  liow  to  assimilate  these  molecules  and  group  them  so 
delicately  as  to  form  this  graceful  stem,  these  (laiiity,  yreeii  leaves,  these  soft 
pink  petals,  these  ex((nisite  tints  and  delicious  fragrance." 

Looking  east  beyond  all  this  was  the  orchard,  in  June  thick  in  growing  grass. 
A  brook  slumbered  along,  bathing  the  roots  of  the  trees,  forming  arches  over- 
Iiead  :  early  in  tlie  year  a  riotous  stream  ;  in  summer  one  that  Walton  himself 
might  have  loved — for  trout  were  there;  in  winter,  a  glassy  surface  for  sliding 
....  and  oh  !  what  sport  as  on  we  flew,  fast,  faster !  .  .  .  .  A  little 
spring  as  clear  as  crystal  came  bubbling  forth  from  under  the  old  hickory  ;  and 
lower  down  the  pool,  fed  by  the  ceaseless  stream,  was  a  summer  watering  place 
for  birds, — a  great  attraction  to  children.  t)ccasionally  a  belted  kingfisher 
woul<l  perch  on  a  branch  overhanging  the  place  to  walch  for  prey;  while  we  sat 
on  the  bank  and  watched  him  dive  suddenly  into  the  limjjid  depths.  'I'he 
gnarled  and  bent  trees  held  many  nests  ;  and  the  ilear  birds  had  much  to  relate 
in  their  charming  language  to  the  confiding  branches.  The  golden  oriole  fleet 
of  wing,  and  eye,  and  melody  of  triumphal  richness  ;  the  shy  blackbird  who 
seeks  retired  spots;  the  sociable  robin, — -and  who  does  not  love  him  !  the  wood- 
pecker, circling  the  trees  in  search  of  insects;  swallows,  skirting  and  dij^ping; 
yellow  birds,  in  black  and  gold;  bluebirds,  of  plaintive  note;  catbirfls  with 
changeful,  caressing  tones;  that  prince  of  jokers,  Ruben  of  Lincoln  ;  and  other 
warblers  flitting  about  and  singing  like  friendly  angels. 

It  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  me  why  more  has  not  been  written  of  the 
blossoming  fruit  trees.  What  a  varied  treasure  nature  lavishes  upon  our  fair 
land  when  she  envelopes  it  in  floral  mantle  or  powders  the  ground  with  a  wealth 
of  petals.  How  lovely  these  are — the  cold  white  of  the  cherry,  the  pearl  of  the 
pear,  the  heavenly  pink  of  the  peach  increasing  in  fragrance,  and  the  coral  of 
apple-buds,  with  their  distinctive  and  pleasing  odor — heralds  of  coming  spoil  to 
stuff  the  vast  medley  of  pockets  of  nimble,  voracious  lads  ;  and  fill  the  old  attic 
with  delightful  aroma  of  fruit  placed  there  to  ripen.  The  i)leasure  of  collecting 
some  of  the  plunder  I  enjoyed  myself.  We  never  disturbed  the  birds  in  our 
orchard  ;  the  robins  antl  other  winged  pets  jjerched  fearlessly,  although  we  did 
accuse  them  of  making  sad  havoc  among  the  ripe  cherries.  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded too,  that  the  trees  in  our  grounds  had  an  incomparably  greater  number 
of  leaves  and  bore  more  fruit  than  those  of  the  same  species  nowadays. 

Miss  Mitford  thus  pictures  an  autumn  scene:  "Ah!  they  are  gathering  in 
the  orchard  harvest.  Look  at  that  yomig  rogue  in  the  old  mossy  ap])le  tree, 
bending  with  the  weight  of  its  golden  rennets — see  how  he  pells  bis  little  sister 
beneath  with  apples  as  red  and  as  roinid  as  her  own  cheeks,  while  she,  with  her 
outstretched  frock  is  trying  to  catch  them,  and  laughing  and  offering  to  pelt 
again  as  often  as  one  bobs  up  against  her  ;  and  look  at  that  still  younger  imp, 
who,  as  grave  as  a  judge  is  creeping  on  hands  and  knees  inidcr  the  tree,  picking 
up  the  apples  as  they  fall  so  deedily,  and  dejiositing  them  so  honestly  in  the 
great  basket  on  the  grass,  already  fi.xed  so  firmly  and  opened  so  widely,  and 
filled  to  overflowing  by  the  rough  brown   fruitage  of  the  golden  rennet's  next 
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neighbor  the  russetiiig  ;  and  see  tliat  smallest  iirtliin  of  all,  seated  apart  in  'n- 
fantine  state  on  the  turfy  bank,  with  that  toothsome  piece  of  deformity  a  crump- 
ling in  each  hand,  now  biting  from  one  sweet,  hard,  juicy  morsel,  and  now  from 
another." 

As  day  declined,  on  warm  afternoons  a  group  of  happy  people  gathered  on 
the  vine-draped  piazza  to  catch  the  last  rays  of  the  sun  as  they  lighted  up  the 
landscape,  sliining  full  and  lingering  longest  on  the  oaks  that  fringed  the  dis- 
tant hills  ;  tliun  vanishing  in  a  succession  of  gorgeous  clouds. 

The  curtain  slowly  lowers  as  we  sit  in  the  enclosing  shadows  of  the  delicious 
summer  twilight,  when  the  air  is  heavy  with  fragrance  too  exquisite  to  be 
wasted  ;  the  dew  is  falling,  intensifying  botli  sound  and  perfume;  the  flowers 
are  resting;  "katydids  and  crickets  twang  their  little  banjos;"  we  hear  the 
drift  of  the  river— an  indescribably  peaceful  effect,  the  evening  star  sparkles 
above  the  hori/on  ;  the  birds  have  closed  tlieir  song  ;  and  except  for  an  occa- 
sional chirp  are  silent,  as  if  they  too  felt  the  magic  of  the  hour. 

Leaf-hid(ien,  we  gaze  in  thoughtful  reverence  on  the  harmony  of  Nature. 
Altair,  Vega,  Andromeda,  and  an  innumerable  assemblage  of  lesser  worlds  on 
high,  move  silently  ;  Capella  steals  upward  in  the  northeast;  the  harvest  moon 
— "  like  a  silver  boat  launched  upon  a  boundless  flood  "—pursues  its  way,  ex- 
alting and  glorifying  the  scene;  and  surely  in  all  her  round,  "  Luna  lights  no 
spot  more  fair." 
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(;p:or('.k  WAsiiiNdioN  i'arkk  i  rsiis 

"  G.  W.  V.  Cr.sTis  was  the  adupled  son  of  Washington  and  the  grandson  of 
Mrs.  Wasliington.  *  *  *  in  1745,  Daniel  I'arke  C"ustis,  of  ancient  and 
honorable  descent,  married  the  beautifnl  Martha  Dandridge,  (hinghter  of  John 
J  >an(hidge,  of  New  Kent  connly,  and  died  in  1737,  leaving  fonr  children: 
Daniel  I'arke,  Francis  I'arke,  John  I'arke,  and  Martha  C'nstis  I'arke.  'I'lie  two 
eldest  died  while  young  ;  Martha  died  at  MomU  Vernon  on  the  lyth  of  June, 
1773.  Mrs.  Custis  ni.irried  (leoige  Washinglon  on  the  0th  of  January,  1759; 
she  was  born  in  Ma\-,  17,^2,  and  died  at  .Mount  N'ernon,  the  22(1  of  May,  1802. 

"John  I'arke  Custis  was,  tlierefore,  the  only  cliiUl  of  this  marriage  to  leave 
issue;  he  was  born  at  the  'White  House,'  on  the  I'amunkey  river,  iii  New  Kent 
county,  in  1753;  '''*-■''  ■''  '  I'-bliaui,'  the  residence  of  his  maternal  uncle,  liiu'- 
well  JJasselt,  on  the  5th  of  November,  17S1.  lie  had  married  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1774,  the  second  daughter  of  llenedici  CaUerl,  of  '  .Mt.  .Airy,'  I'rince 
Cieorges's  county,  Md.,  a  son  of  ('luirles  Calvert,  sixth  Lord  Baltimore,  who 
married,  in  169S,  l.ady  (.'harlotte  Fit/roy,  daughter  of  ICdward  Henry  I.ee,  first 
Ivirl  of  latchfu'ld.  The  yijung  couple  lived  for  some  time  at  ^[onnt  Vernon, 
and  then  moved  to  '.\bingdon,'  on  the  Potomac,  a  shoii  disl.nice  above  Alex- 
andria, where  their  three  older  children  were  born,  it  is  said  that  F.leanor 
Calvert  was  only  sixteen  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  ;  nor  was  the  husband  much 
older,  having  not  yet  reached  his  twentieth  year.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1773, 
General  Washington  wrote  to  Mr.  Calvert,  entering  a  protest  against  the  union 
of  the  young  people:  '.  .  .  .  .My  son-in-law  and  ward,  Mr.  Custis,  lias,  I 
have  been  informed,  p:iid  his  addresses  to  your  second  daughter,  and,  having 
made  some  progress  in  her  affection.s,  has  solicited  her  in  marriage.  How  far  a 
union  of  this  sort  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  you  can  best  tell  :  but  1  should 
think  myself  wanting  in  candor,  were  I  not  to  confess,  that  Miss  Nelly's  amiable 
iiualities  are  acknowledged  on  all  hands,  and  that  an  alliance  with  your  family 
will  be  pleasing  to  his.  This  acknowledgment  being  made,  \(}u  must  permit 
me  to  add,  sir,  that  at  this,  or  in  any  short  time,  his  youth,  inexperience,  and 
unrijier.ed  education  are,  and  will  be,  insuperable  obstacles,  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  completion  of  the  marriage.  *  *  *  It  may  be  expected  of  tne,  per- 
haps, to  say  something  of  ])ro|)erty  ;  but,  to  descend  to  p:irticulars,  at  this  time, 
must   seem    premature.      In   general,    therefore,    I   shall    inform   you,   that   Mr. 
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Ciistis's  estate  consists  of  al,<..,t  Hfteen  thousand  :urcs  .,f  land,  a  g„od  ,,art  ad- 
jo.ning  the  city  of  Williaiashurg.  and  none  of  it  forty  miles  fron,  that  place- 
several  lots  in  the  said  city;  between  two  an.l  three  hundred  negroes-  and 
about  eight  or  ten  thousand  pounds  upon  bond,  and  in  tlie  hands  of  his' mer- 
chants. This  estate  he  now  holds,  in.lependent  of  his  mother's  dower,  which 
will  be  an  addition  to  it  at  her  death ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  such  an  estate 
as  you  will  readily  acknowle<Ige,  ought  to  entitle  him  to  a  handsome  ..orlion 
with  a  wife.  ' 

"  In  spite  of  Washington's  protest  the  young  rouple  h.i.l  their  way,  and  were 
married   the   next  year.     Their  union   was   very  bnef,  for   Mr.  Custis  died   in 
1781.    eavmg  four  young  children.     *     *     *     Their  .hildren  were :     Kliza- 
H-th  larke,  born  the  2,st  of  August,  ,776;  she  married  a  Mr.  Law.     Martha 
arke,  born   the  3.st   of  December,  .777  ;   married  early  in  life,  Mr.  Thomas 
eter      Eleanor  Parke,  born  the  2,st  of  March,  ,779;   '  Nelly  Custis,' as  she 
lias  always   been   known,  w-as  a  great  beauty,  a.ul  much  of  a  favorite  with  her 
stepfather.     She  marrie.l    on  22,1  of  February,  ,7,;,;,  Lawrence  Lewis,  a  favor- 
ite nephew  of  the  general's,  being  a  son  of  Fielding  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Wash 
■ngton.     Their   fourth   child  was  George  Washington   Parke  Custis,   who  was 
born  at  '  Mount  Airy '  on  the  30th  of  April,  ,78.,  si.x  months  before  the  .leath 
of  his  father.     General  Washington,  immediately  on   hearing  of  the  death  of 
the  father,  saul :      <  1  adopt  the  two  younger  children  as  my  own,'  and  Mount 
VenH-.i  was  thereafter  their  home.     Mr.  Custis  has  always  been  known  as  '  the 
child  of  Mount  Vernon,'  and  it  has  been  said  that  his  -Grandmamma  always 
spoiled    him.      After  the  .lea.h  of  Mrs.  Washington,  in  ,802,  Mr.  Custis  moved 
to  Arlington,  opiwsite  Washington,  which    mansion   he   built.      He  married  in 
i8o6Mary  Lee.  daughter  of  Colonel  William  and  Anne  (Randolph)  Fit/hugh 
of  'Chatham,' aiul   had    four  children,   only  one  of  whom  survived   infancy' 
Ilns  daughter,   Mary   Anne   Randolph   Custis,  married   Robert   K    Lee      Mrs' 
Custis  was  born  the  22d  of  April.  1788,  and  died  the  23d  of  April.  ,8.^       Mr' 
Custis,  died   the   lolh   of  October,  1857,  'known  and' honored   by  his  fellow- 
countrymen.      His  departure  awakened  propound  regret.'     They  were  buried  in 
a  beautiful  grove  near  the  Arlington  house,  where  their  remains  still  rest      Of 
Mrs.  Custis.  everyone  who  knew  her  has  spoken  in  the  highest  terms.     Bishop 
Meade  wrote :      '  But  I  must  not  lay  down  my  pen,  though  my  heart  bleed  at  its 
further  use,  without  the  tribute  of  affection,  of  gratitude,  and  reverence,  to  one 
who  was  to  me  as  a  sister,  mother,  and  faithful  monitor.      Mrs.  Mary  Custis    of 
Arlington,  the  ,vife  of  Mr.  Washington  Custis,  the  grandson  of  Mrs.  General 
Washington,  wa.  the  .laughter  of  Mr.  William  Fitzhugh,  of  Chatham.     Scarcely 
is  there  a  lady  .1.  our  land  more  honored  than  she  was,  and  none  more  loved 
and  esteeme<l.      Lor  good  sense,    prudence,  sincerity,   benevolence,  tinaffe.  ted 
piety,  disinterested  zeal  in  every  good  work,  deep  humility,  and  retiring  mod- 
esty, I  never  knew  her  suj)erioi-.' 

"For  many  years  Mr.  Custis  dispensed  a  generous  hospitality  at  Arlington, 
h.s  visitors  being  very  numerous,  consisting  of  the  most  distinguished  Europeans 
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iiiul  Americans  of  his  time.  'I'lie  mansion  at  Arlington  was  stored  wiili  the 
most  precious  relics  of  the  '  I'ater  Patriae,'  some  of  which  are  yet  m  the  pus- 
session  of  the  family,  hut  many  of  them  were  stolen  from  the  house  in  the  early 
(lays  of  the  Kile  civil  war.  The  few  relics  that  were  overlooked  hy  individual 
tlepredators  were  seized  hy  government  officials  as  the  rightful  spoils  of  war,  and 
ar<'  still  exhihiled  in  tiie  National  Museum  at  Washington,  labelled  '  Taken  from 
Arlington.'  I'rohaiily  Wasliington  iiardly  anticip.ited  that  liie  lime  would  ever 
come  when  the  government  he  had  done  so  much  to  establish  would  '  lake  '  liie 
heirlooms  he  had  beipieathed  to  his  adopteil  son.  On  this  subject,  (lener.d  l.ee 
wrote  to  a  member  of  Congress,  under  dale  of  I2lh  of  I'cbruary,  1869;  '.  .  .  . 
Mrs.  l.ee  has  determined  to  act  upon  your  suggestion,  and  apply  to  President 
Johnson  for  such  of  tiie  relics  from  Arlington  as  are  in  the  I'aleni  ( )ffice.  I'lum 
what  I  have  learned  a  great  many  things  belonging  to  (leneral  W'.isliinglon,  be 
(jueathed  to  her  by  her  father,  in  the  shape  of  books,  furniture,  camp  e(|Mi|)age, 
etc.,  were  carried  away  by  individuals,  and  are  now  .scattered  over  the  land.  1 
hope  the  possessors  appreciate  them,  and  may  imitate  the  e.xample  of  their  orig- 
inal owner,  whose  comluet  must  at  times  lie  brought  lo  their  recollection  by 
these  silent  monitors.  In  this  way  they  will  accomplish  good  lo  the  country.' 
Later,  when  .Mrs.  Lee's  application  had  been  refused,  and  styled  by  a  connniltee 
of  t,'(jngress  as  'an  insuli  to  tlie  k)yal  people  of  the  United  Slates,'  the  general 
wrote:  '  .  .  .  .  Had  1  conceived  the  view  taken  by  Congress,  I  woidd  have 
eniltMVured  to  ii.ive  disMiadetl  Mrs.  l.ee  fioiu  applying  tor  liiem.  It  ma)-  be  a 
(piestion  with  some  whether  the  retention  of  tiiese  articles  is  '  more  ai;  insult,' 
in  the  language  of  the  committee  on  jjublic  buildings,  'to  the  loyal  people  of 
tiie  United  Suites,  than  tlieir  restoration  ;  but  of  lliis  I  am  willing  thai  they 
should  be  the  judge;  and  since  Congress  lias  decided  to  kee|)  them,  she  must 
submit.'  " 

By  Eduiuinl  Jennings  Lee,  M.  I). 
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"At   ail  early   pi-riod,    <;.    \V.    1'.    Custis,  bfcaiiic  iniitli   interested   in   the 
improvement  of  tlie  breed  of  sheep.     Colonel  Wilh.ini  Miunphreys,  Anieriian 
Minister  at  Madrid,  iiad  recenlly  introduced  the  line  wooled  Merino  siieep  into 
the  LTniicd  States.     Mr.  Ciistis  saw  the  great  advantafje  that  his  conntry  might 
derive  from  the  cultivation  of  fine  wool,  and  the  estahli.shnient  of  niannfactnries 
of  cloth,  and  in    iSo,?,  he   inaugurated  an  animal  convention  for  the  promotion 
of  agriciiltnie  and  donieslii:  manufactures,  known  throughout  the  country  hy  the 
title  of  '  .Arlington  Sheep  Shearing.'     These  gatherings  were  at  Arlington  spring, 
a  large  fountain  of  living  waters  that  gushes  from  beneath  the  shade  of  a  vener- 
ai)le  oak,  not   far   from   tiie  banks  of  the  I'otoniac.     There,  ft-r  many  years,  on 
the  thirteenili  of  April,  tlie  annual  shearing  look  plaie.      A  large  conromse  of 
people  would  assemble  to  p.iriic  ipate  in  or  witness  the  ceremonies.     Toasts  were 
drank,  speeches  were   made,  and   prizes,  pr(.vided   at   the   sole  expense  of  Mr. 
Ciistis,  were  dislribiiled  among  those  who  jjiesented  the  best  specimens  of  sheej) 
or  wool,  and   domestic   maiuifa(  tures.      These  were  the   fnst  prizes  ever  ollered 
for  su(  h  objects  in  .\meric.i.      Under  the  great  war  tent  of  Washington,  yet  pre- 
served at  Arlington  house,  many  of  the  noblest  men  of  the  land  have  assembled 
on   these  festivals,  where  they  and   the  entire   concourse  were  entertained  in  a 
most  generous  manner  by  the  host,  who  usually  made  a  stirring  speech  appropri- 
ate  to   the  ocrasion.      In  one  of  them  he  said,  prophetically:      '  America  shall 
be  great  and  free,  and  minister  to  her  own  wants  by  the  employment  of  her  own 
resources.     The  ciii/en  of  my  country  will  proudly  appear,  when  clothed  in  the 
produce  of  his  own  native  soil.'     It  must  be  remembered  that,  at  that  time,  every 
yard  of  broadcloth  worn  in  the  I'nited  Stales  w.is  inijiorted  from  Europe. 

"When  Lafayette  came  to  tlie  I'nited  States,  in  1824,  as  the  guest  of  the 
nation,  Mr.  Custis  was  among  those  who  met  him  at  the  federal  capital  as  a 
friend.  True,  his  recollection  of  the  illustrious  iMenchman,  while  on  his  last 
visit  to  Mount  Vernon  in  the  autumn  of  i  7S4,  was  dim  and  shadowy,  yet  the 
son  of  that  hero  and  benefactor,  who  now  accompanied  him,  and  who  bore  the 
name  of  George  Washington,  had  been  the  comi)anion  of  his  youthful  days  at 
Mount  Vernon,  when  I,a  Fayette  was  in  exile.  Mr.  Custis  spent  much  time  with 
the  illustrious  guest  at  Arlington  and  elsewhere.  At  the  tomb  of  Washington,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  mimber  of  persc.ns,  he  presented  Lafayette  with  a  ring, 
in  which  was  some  hair  of  the  I'ater  I'atrias.  The  presentation  was  accompanied 
by  some  touching  remarks,  to  which  Lafayette  responded  ii\  the  most  feeling 
manner." 

Makv  AN.Mi  Ra.ndoli'ii  Custis. 
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"Arli-gton  was  erected  by  George  W.  P.  Custis  in  1802,  on  land  that  had 
been  George  Washington's,  its  facade  being  modelled  after  the  Temple  of 
Theseus  in  Athens.  It  is  of  brick,  a  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  width,  with  an 
immense   portico   upheld   by  eight  massive  Doric  coliuims.     The  house  is  sur- 
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rounded  l)y  patriarchal  trees  of  oak  and  chestnut  on  all  sides  except  in  front, 
where  the  {ground  slopes  away  towartl  the  Potomac  river,  revealing  the  pictur- 
esque panorama  of  tlie  American  capital. 

"In  183:,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  C  \V.  P.  Custis,  married  Robert 
Edward  Lee,  a  young  lieutenant  in  the  Uniicd  States  army.  The  ceremony, 
which  took  place  at  .'Vrlington,  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  William  Meade, 
afterward  a  distinguished  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Virginia.  On  his  way  to  the 
wedding  he  was  caught  in  a  Jieavy  thunderstorm,  wliich  played  siicli  liavoc  with 
his  clerical  garb  that  he  w;us  forced  to  borrow  raiment  from  the  bride's  father. 
He  being  tall  and  thin,  and  Mr.  Custis  short  and  stout,  the  effect  of  tlu>  change 


ARLINGTON   HOUSE. 


was  very  ludicrous,  save  when  tlie  clergyman  was  covered  with  the  ample  folds 
of  his  surplice,  which  he  could  s-arcely  be  induced  to  remove  during  tlie  re- 
mainder of  the  evening. 

"  In  those  days  wedding  trips  were  unheard  of,  and  the  guests  remained 
at  Arlington  for  a  week  of  festivity.  I'^very  night,  at  the  hour  for  retiring,  the 
servants  brought  in  a  brimming  punch  bowl,  which  had  been  presented  toCiedrge 
Wasliington  by  Colonel  Fit/luigh,  a  former  aide  decamp.  Inside  was  painted  a 
ship,  its  hull  resting  in  the  bottom  and  its  masts  i)rojecting  to  the  brim.  It  was 
a  law  of  tlie  house,  and  one  that  was  always  strii  liy  enforced,  to  drink  down  to 
the  hull.  Tiie  festivities  were  concluded  by  a  ball  at  dunston  Hall,  the  neigh- 
boring home  of  the  Mason  family,  after  which  the  guests  departed,  and  the 
young  couple  settled  down  to  Imusekeeiiing." 

The  property  is  now  uwned  by  the  Cioverimient. 
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WILLIAM  HEATHCOTE  dk  LANCEV 

A/i  Aiiieriicin  Bishop 

"  James  de  Laii.  ey,  the  eldest  son  of  the  LieiUeiiantCoveinor,  born  in  1752, 
was  the  head  of  the  political  party  called  by  his  name,  from  his  fatiier's  .Uaih 
to  tiie  Revolution  and  its  leader  in  the  Asseml)Iy  of  tjie  Province. 

"  John  I'eter  de  Lancey,  the  fourth  son  of  the  Lieutenant  (Jovernor,  u,i^  b.  1  n 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  July  15th,  1753,  and  died  at  Mamaroiu ,  1<,  |.,mKny 
30tli,  1828.  He  received  the  Heathcote  estates  of  iiis  nioiiiL-r,  in  liie  Maucr  of 
Scarsdale;  and  having  retired  from  a  military  life,  in  1789  returned  to  America 
and  resided  at  Mainaroneck.  He  built  a  new  house,  still  standing  (,n  lleatlRi-ie 
Hill,  the  site  of  his  grandfather  Heathcote's  great  bri(k  manor  house,  wiiich  was 
accidentally  burned  several  years  i)rior  to  the  Revolution.  Ht-  married  the  28lh 
of  September,  1785,  Kli/abeth  Floyd,  daughter  of  ('(.lonel  Ri,  juird  l'l,,\d,  of 
Mastic,  Suffolk  county.  His  third  son  was  William  Heathc(  le,  born  the  8th  of 
October,  1797,  at  Mamaroneck,  and  died  at  Ceneva,  N.  V.,  Ajiril  sih,  1865. 
Ik-  was  the  first  bishop  of  Western  New  \'ork.  He  gra.liuitcd  In,,',  \;,le 
College  in  1812,  and  at  once  commeiued  the  sliuiy  of  theoh.gy  with  the  cele- 
brated bishop  Ibibart,  as  a  jirivate  student.  He  was  ordained  a  i,riest  by  that 
prelate  on  March  6th,  1822.  Mr.  de  Lancey  married  on  the  221!  of  November, 
1820.  Fiancis,  third  daughter  of  Peter  Jay  Munro,  the  distinguished  lawyer  of 
New  Voik  and  of  Mamaroneck.  In  1839,  upon  the  division  of  New  \'ork'siaie 
into  two  dioceses,  he  was  elected  bishop  of  that  part  of  the  stale,  west  of  I'li,;,, 
and  conseciated  bishop  of  Western  New  York,  at  Aulnirn,  May  9th,  1839,  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  fJeneva  in  Ontario  county,  a  town  nearly  in  the  centre 
ot  the  new  diocese  the  same  \ear. 

"  After  a  long,  dislingiiished  and  successful  episco|)ate  of  twenty-one  ycais, 
Hishop  <le  Lancey  died  in  his  own  house  in  Geneva,  on  the  sih  of  April,  i86s,' 
in  the  sixty  eighth  year  of  his  age.  '  In  him,'  says  a  writer  of  the  day,  '  ihe 
church  in  America  loses  the  further  services  of  one  of  her  oldest  and  wisest 
bishops.  De.scended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  in  this  country— 
which  dates  far  bai  k  in  our  colonial  history,  and  was  from  the  first  one  of  the 
stauiuhestpillarsoftheChuirh.  .  .  .  Hi.shop  de  Lancey  had  also  the  good  fortune 
to  be  personally  connected  witli  the  leading  minds  in  our  American  branch  of  the 
Church  Catholic.  After  studying  for  holy  orders  under  Hishoj)  Hobart,  ani 
being  ordaine.l  by  him  Imii,  deacon  and  priest,  he  became  assistant  to  the 
venerable  liisiiop  White,  and  continued  in  the  clo.sest  and  most  confidential 
intercourse  with  him  to  his  death  in  ,836.  *  *  *  During  his  connection 
with  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania,  he  filled  numerous  p,,sts  of  dignity  and  useful 
service,  among  whi,l'  were  the  Provostship  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Ihe  Secretaryship  ot  llie  House  of  Bishops,  and  of  the  I'ennsvlvania  Convention  \ 
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his  activity,  liigli  iluinu.icr  :ui(l  living  iiillucncc,  were  inferior  tu  those  of  no 
other  i)riesi  in  liie  diocese.  'I'his  e;iriy  promise  \v:is  not  ilisiippoiiUed,  but 
abundantly  fullilled,  m  his  career  as  the  lirst  bishop  of  Western  New  \'ork.  lie 
was  one  of  the  men  uliom  nature  had  marked  out  lor  a  ruler  among  his  fellows. 
With  sound  prin(  iples,  earnest  devotion,  ])erson.\l  gravity,  and  sjjotless  purn^-  of 
lite,  he  possessed  .i  clearness  of  head,  a  keen  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  a 
coolness,  caution,  readiness,  and  bohlness,  which  all  combined  in  making  him  a 
snccessl'ul  bisho]).  His  ^,kill  in  debate  was  remarkal)le,  and  was  fully  e(iualle(l 
by  his  mastery  of  all  the  resources  of  parliamentar)  tactics,  cither  for  carr)ing  a 
measure  which  he  favored,  or  defeating  one  towhiih  he  was  o])p()sed.  His 
vigilance  and  unflinching  tenacity  were  fully  on  a  j)ar  with  his  other  (|ualities  ; 
and  yet  his  courtesy  and  gentlemanly  bearing,  together  with  a  pleasant  touch  of 
humor,  so  lubricated  the  friction  of  every  icmtest,  that  no  undue  heal  remained 
on  either  siile  when  ti>e  struggle  was  over.  No  higher  testimony  could  l)e  given 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  dis(-liarged  his  high  office,  than  the  fact  of  great  and 
steady  growth  in  his  diocese,  logelher  wilh  a  mainienance  (if  an  uilernal 
harmony,  unity  and  )ieace,  such  as  no  one  of  our  great  dioceses  has  been  able  to 
eiiual,  much  less  surpass  ;  nor  was  he  ever  the  subject  of  systematic  alUuk  from 
outside  of  his  own  jurisdiction.  l!iii  bis  (  are  was  not  limited  to  his  own  im- 
mediate charge.  While  Hobart  College,  and  l)e  \'eau.\  College,  and  the  Theo- 
logical Training  School,  and  other  flourishing  church  schools,  manifest  his 
power  of  organization  and  maintenance,  and  his  success  in  rallying  aid  by  means 
of  the  confidence  which  his  |iersonal  and  official  cha. liter  insjiired,  he  never 
neglected  the  General  institutions  of  the  Church.  Not  only  in  Cieneral  Con- 
vention was  he  one  of  the  strong  men  of  the  Upper  Ibiiise;  but  in  the  Hoard  of 
Missions,  in  the  Church  IJook  Society,  in  the  Cieneral  Theological  Seminary,  he 
has  been  the  foremost,  sometinies  the  one  of  all  others  to  lead  the  way  at  <  ritical 
moments,  anil  to  sound  the  (all  to  whi(  h  others  ucrc  gl.id  to  rally.  His  clear 
sightedness.  indeed,  sometimes  made  him  a  little  in  a(han(e  of  his  time;  and 
no  truer  proof  of  wisdom  ( oiild  be  given  by  a  tenacious  man  than  the  jirompt- 
ness  with  which  he  dropped  a  subject  when  satislied  that  it  was  iiol  \et  ripe  for 
action.  t)ne  case  of  this  kind  was  in  regard  to  the  Ceneral  Theological 
Seminary,  which  he  I'urcsaw  ninsl  sooner  or  later  change  its  form  from  a  gen- 
<'ral  to  a  Kjcal  institution  ;  and  about  twenty  years  ago  he  proposed  it  in  the 
lioard.  The  proposal  failed,  .ind  was  not  renewed.  The  time  for  that  change 
is  nnich  nearer  now  than  it  was  then,  and  the  shape  whi(  h  it  will  i  ike,  will 
jirobably  be  dilferent  in  some  important  respe(  ts  from  Hisho])  de  I.ancey's  ideas 
at  that  lime,  lint  his  foresight  as  lo  the  coming  change  will  continue  on  record. 
Another  and  siill  more  import, nit  subie(i  w;is  aKo  introduced  first  by  liini  into 
the  Cieneral  (!onvention — the  adoption  of  the  Provincial  .System.  nislio|) 
White,  indeed,  had  sketched  out  the  ])lan  long  before,  and  he  had  taken  it  from 
the  universal  system  of  the  church  in  all  ages  and  countries  ;  but  liisluip  de 
I.ancey  was  the  lirst  to  propose  it,  formally,  to  the  legislature  of  the  chiircli. 
The  time  had  not  come  ;  and  the  bishop  wisely  lei  it  sleep  thereafter;  lait  here, 
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as  before,  tlie  proof  of  liis  foresight  as  lo  the  appruacliing  and  certain  needs  of 
the  church  is  written  in  the  records  of  her  instiliitions.  ISishops  of  nu.re 
brilliance  in  some  dei)arlments,  of  more  moving  eloi|iien<e,  of  more  synipatlietic 
temperaments,  of  more  jiersonal  i.opulariiy,  of  more  rapid  visible  success,  we 
may  behold;  but  a  bishop  more  Mi-acious,  more  steady,  more  irue,  in  laying 
the  foundations  of  the  church,  lil^e  a  wise  master-builder,  we  never  expect 
to  see.'  " 

By  his  son,  Kuw akd  I'Luvh  m-:  I.a.nci.y. 
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"  riie  (lccc;isc,  on  Sci)tiinl)i'r  7ih,  1893,  (if  the  1  loiuialik'  I  Imnilli.n  l''i.sli, 
\..\j.  D.,  I'rfsident-deiR'ial  of  the  Cinciniiaii,  at  his  muiitry  scat,  •  Cilfiicl)  ffe  ' 
ni'ar  Ciarrisoii's  011  llic  Hudson,  N.  V.,  was  a  Idss  to  tlic  L'liiiiil  Stales  (jf 
one  of  tlie  most  eminent  citi/.ens,  wliosc  labtiis  in  its  service  had  become  his- 
tol  ic. 

"  The  family  of  which  he  was  a  iei)resentative  oiigniall)  settled  at  Cape  Cod, 
Mass.,  ill  1655,  from  wlience  the  luancii  to  wiiicli  lie  belonged  removed  to 
Long  Islcnd. 

"  Hamilton  Kish  was  born  in  the  City  of  New  York,  August  3d,  180S,  He 
received  his  early  education  at  private  schools  in  his  native  city,  and  entered 
Columbia  College  in  iS.';,  and  was  graduated  in  18^7,  in  the  same  class  with 
John  I'layer  Crosliy,  and  i'rofessor  William  Ileiirv  Cr(.sl>y  of  tlie  New  N'ork  Cin- 
cinnati, I  )r.  John  CHarkson,  Ileiiry  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  and  I'rolessor  I  leiiry 
Augustus  Duilois,  M.  ]>.,  1.1,.  1).  Mr.  Fish  then  read  law  in  the  i  t'lice  of 
Peter  Augustus  Jay,  l^sip,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  Wrk  bar  in  1S50. 

••  The  limits  of  this  memoir  will  not  admit  of  a  detailed  aci  oiint  of  his  siib- 
sei|ueiit  political  career,  which,  whenever  o|)porlunily  afforded,  always  re- 
diuindcd  to  the  credit  of  his  country.  From  Mar(  h  4tli,  i84_^,  lie  served  one 
term  as  representative  in  the  'Tweuty  eighth  C'oiigress,  In  m  the  Sixth  Con- 
gressional District  of  his  native  city.  On  November  2d.  1847,  lie  was  ele<  ted 
Lieutenant  ("lovernor  of  the  Staf  of  New  \'ork,  to  fill  a  xacaiu)  ;  and  in  1848 
waselected  Cmveruor,  and  held  that  ofti(  e  one  term.  On  .Mauli  lylh,  1851,  la- 
was  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  Slates  from  liis  si.iie,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
term,  in  1857,  went  abroad  with  liis  fainil\'  for  a  considerable  period.  He  was 
in  I'aris  during  the  regime  of  Napoleon  III.,  when  the  euurt  eti(|uette  of  the 
Hiiiirbons  was,  as  far  as  practicable,  observed,  and  was,  b)  reason  of  his  ottice 
in  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati,  received  at  a  court  ceremonial  at  ^'ersailles  with 
special  luuiors. 

"  In  .Aiiril,  1861,  lie  became  jirominent  as  a  champion  for  the  preservaliiui  of 
the  L'liion,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Union  Defenie  Committee,  1861-65.  ai.d 
frecpiently  consulted  by  I'resiiU'iil  Lincoln.  ( )ii  M.ikIi  iitli,  i86y,  he  was  ap- 
pointed L'nited  Stales  Secretary  of  State  in  the  adiiiiuistratioii  of  ['resident 
(iraiit,  and  held  that  responsible  oftice  with  great  advantage  to  liis  coiintr\  for 
eight  years.  In  the  negotiation  of  the  great  treaty  of  Washington  with  Oreat 
iirilain  for  the  arbitration  of  the  .Mabama  and  Fisheries  claims  ;  in  the  satis- 
f.ictory  settlement  of  the  \"irgiiiins  case  with  Spain  ;  in  the  negotiation  of  an  ex- 
tradition treaty  with  dreat  Britain,  as  well  as  in  otlier  less  iiii|)orlant  di])loniatic 
negxo  'ions;   in  the  vigorous  assertion  of  .\nieiican  domiuauie  over  Hawaii  as 
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against  fureign  interference,  anil  in  ilie  sle;i.ir,isi  prolediun  of  American  inlir- 
ests  in  every  quarter  oi  the  globe,  lie  won  an  enduring  reputation,  and  by  his 
labors  potentially  aided  in  placing  ilic  Lniiud  States  in  liie  forefront  of  the  iia 
lions  of  tlie  wori(i.  So  tactfid,  ciincl,  but  nnreniillihg,  were  liis  labors  in  tlie 
great  Alal)ania  claims  matter,  that  his  conntrynien  h.ndly  realized  the  obligations 
they  were  under  to  him  for  tiie  successful  and  satisfactory  termination  of  an  in- 
ternational tiueslion,  which,  sooner  or  later,  \v<jul(l  base  resiilled  in  war.  As 
years  have  gone  by,  his  diplomatic  foretlioughl  and  acumen  have  been  more 
and  more  realized  and  appreciated,  and  it  only  remained  for  the  very  recent 
work  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Bancroft  Davis,  entitled  '  Mr.  Kish  and  the  Alabama  (  hums  ; 
a  chapler  of  Diplomatic  History,'  to  show  how  nnu  h  the  American  peojile  were 
indebted  to  this  patriotic  and  able  statesman  for  the  vindicatit)ii  of  its  rights 
under  the  Law  of  Nations. 

"  In  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Hamilton  Fish  will  rank  with  'riu.mas 
Jefferson,  John  Qiiincy  Adams,  Daniel  Webster,  William  L.  Marcy  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Seward,  whose  services  are  endnringly  written  in  their  conntiy's  history. 
Secretary  Fish's  diplomacy  was,  as  has  been  aptly  said,  not  only  successful  in  its 
immediate  object,  but  has  been  vindicated  in  its  wisdom  by  lasting  results  of 
high  utility;  and  it  must  have  produced  a  grateful  feeling  in  his  honored  old 
age  to  watch  the  beneficent  operation  of  the  treaties  he  had  dictated,  and  the  in- 
ternational relations  he  had  established. 

"In  1840  he  became  a  trustee  of  Columbia  College,  and  in  1859,  was 
chosen  president  of  its  Hoard  of  Trustees  and  continued  in  that  capacky  until 
his  decease.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  his  own 
Alma  Mater  in  1850  ;  from  Union  College  in  1869.  and  from  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  187 1.  From  1867  until  he  became  Secretary  of  State,  he  was  president 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  Leno.x 
Library  and  Astor  Library,  and  a  trustee  of  the  '  I'eabody  Educational  Fund,' 
and  was  for  a  time  president  of  the  Union  League  Club.  Inheriting  an  ample 
fortune  he  was  enabled  to  fulfil  the  social  duties  incumbent  on  the  position  he 
occupied  as  a  leader  of  society,  and  the  elegant  hospitality  of  his  home  in 
Washington  while  head  of  the  State  Department,  was  a  marked  feature  of  the 
social  side  of  I'resident  Grant's  admini.stration. 

"The  relations  sustained  by  Secretary  Fish  to  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
were  peculiarly  interesting.  On  July  4th,  i,S;,4,  he  was  admitted  an  hereditary 
member  as  the  eldest  son  of  Major  ami  I'.revet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicholas 
Fish,  deceased,  and  in  1844,  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  New  York  State  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati,  an  office  he  continued  to  hold  until  elected  president  of 
that  State  Society,  July  4^h,  1855.  Meanwhile,  in  1848,  he  became  Vice  Presi- 
dent General  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  on  May  17th,  1854,  he  was  chosen  by  the 
General  Society  to  be  I'resident  General,  vi(  e  General  Henry  Alexander 
Scammel  Dearborn,  of  Massachusetts,  deceased,  and  continued  in  that  high  of- 
fice until  his  death,  at  which  time  he  was  the  senior  hereditary  member  in  date 
of  admission. 
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•■  SiciTi.iry    Fisli   w.is    llie  ninth    I'rrsiilfnt  ( lencral   ol    the  ( 'inc  inn;iti,    Ins 
preilccfssors  having  also  all  hflil  office  lespei  lively  until  their  (ii'ce.isf. 

"Of  Nice  l'rcsulcnls{ici;i  r.il 
(luiinu  this  ptiiod  nt  one  hiiiKiriil 
and  ten  years,  lunr  were  t'roiii  Mass- 
achiisetis,  thn  e  In  tn  Pennsylvania, 
three  Ironi  New  \'ork,  two  (run) 
New  Jersey,  two  Irotn  South  Caro- 
lina, anil  one  from  \  n>;inia,  M.ijor- 
(ienei.il  Ihiralio  C.iles,  1,1,.  I ). 
Major  l'iii)iiani  was  the  latest  of 
the  Continental  lane  of  the  Revo- 
lution ehoseit  President  Cieneral. 

"The  peculiar  and  remarkahle 
respect  an<l  tnicoinnion  attention 
which  the  (Cincinnati  had  shown 
Fresidenideneral  Wash  ington 
was,  to  nearly  as  yreat  a  dei^ree, 
bestowed  on  all  his  successors. 
I'resident  (Jeiieral  Fish  had  the 
nnbonnded  regard  of  the  members, 
which  he  reciprocated,  and  in  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  he  gave 
much  thought  to  the  principles  of 
the  institution  and  the  jjiirposes  of 
the  founders. 

"  A\'hen  he  became  Vice  I'resi- 
dent-Cieneral  in  1848,  but  few  (jf 
the  venerable  and  honored  original 
members  survived,  anil  in  1834 
the  last  of  them,  Robert  Hurnet, 
passed  away. 

"  With  ihe  difficulty  of  commu- 
nication before  the  era  of  railways, 
telegrajjhs  and   freipient  and  1  heap 
postal   rales,    .mil   by  reason  of  the 
abseni  e,  al  great  dislaiices.  of  pro- 
pcrlv      i|iKiliricd     desceiidanls     of 
original  nieniliers,  who  were  ihere- 
ly  debarred  trom  aci|iiiiing  lured- 
M.ny   menibi-rship,    ihe    Scu  ietv   of 
the    Ciiiciiipali    had   gr.uliiallv   di- 
minished   in    numbers    until    it  was  |jerii-i\cd   iliai   it   was  li.ible  to  extinction 
at  no  distant  day.       President-deneral   hiaibi  in,   m  a  ci  ininuiiicalion  to  the 
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Cieneral  Society,  d.aed  Novcnbtr  ..yil,,  ,848,  (allnl  .ittenti.Hi  to  tlit-  Ui,  and 
suKKeslfd  tlic  a.l.j|)ii»n  ol  sotiic  siitli  rule  coiitiriiiiij;  admis.sioii  ui  nieinbtrb 
as  had  been  conlaiiicd  in  a  rei)ort  made  K.  the  South  fan.hna  Slate  Sd.jeiy  on 
March  4ih,  i  799,  adding  that,  in  liis  opinion,  '  unless  siu  h  a  measure  is  a.h.ptcd, 
this  time  hoiiured  and  glorious  association  will  cease  to  exisi  within  less  than  i 
third  ol  a  century,  or  be  so  reduced  in  numbers  as  to  be  unavailable  for  tlie  pur- 
poses of  its  organization.'  'Ihe  t;eneral  Society,  on  the  same  dav,  appointeil  a 
committee,  of  which  Mr.  Fish  was  a  member,  to  consi.ltr  '  if  it  \,v  not  expedi- 
ent and  proper  to  suspend,  alter,  or  abrogate  the  limitation  wiili  rej^ard  to  the 
admission  of  members,"  and  to  in,,uire  and  report  what  alieraiioiis  are  i,,-,  tssary 
and  proper  on  the  subject.     This  committee  brought  in  a  report  at  ti,e  la-M  iri- 

enuial  meeting  m  May,  185.,  submitting,  in  ame nent  to  the  In.slitution,  an 

•ordmaiue  relative  to  the  sue.  ession  and  admission  of  members;  '   niakiii'.  eli- 
gible all  male  descendants  of  otfuers  of  the  Revolutionary  army.     'Ihe  ordi„rnce 
however,  tailed  of  ratilication  by  the  several  State  S(K:ieties,  and  con.seqiieiilly  the 
Jnsiitution  remaine.1  as  ..riginally  ad.^pte.l  in  May,  ,785.      At  the  next  irunnial 
n.eeinii;  of  the  Ceneral  Society,   held   in   Haltinioie   in    May,  ,854.  I'lesidenl- 
(Jeiuial  Fish  was  a  member  of  a  connnittee  which  rep.^rled  neu-  resohm.ns  <,ii 
the  sui,je<:t  of  admissions,  giving  to  every  State  S.jciety  '  full  right  and  p,,«er  to 
regulate  the  admission  of  members  both  as  to  the  (lualifications  of  the  iiKinbeis 
an.l   the  terms  of  admission,'  whereby  more  than  one  ilescendant  of  an  .  flicer 
ct  the  Continental  army  or  navy  could  be  a.lmitted.      He  voted  for  the  r.soln- 
tions  and  for  a  submission  of  them  to  the  several  State  .Societies,  in  or.ler  that 
upon  consent  being  given  by  each   of  the  State  Societies,  the  same  should  be- 
come operative,  and  each  State  Society  be  'at  liberty  to  act  upon  the  power 
given  thereby.'     This  amendment  or  alteration  of  the  Institution  also  (ailed  of 
ratihcatioii  by  tlie  refusal  in  one  instance,  and  neglect  in  others,  of  several  State 
Societies,  to  ratify  the  resolves.     Thereupon,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  (kieral 
Society  held  m  Trenton  in  May,  1856,  so  much  of  the  resolutions  ol    185 1  as 
rciuiied  the  con.seiit  of  the  several  State  Societies  in  older  to  make  tluin  vali.l 
was  rescinded.      Neither  the  Rhode  Island  nor  New  Vork  State  Socuhes  were 
represented  at   this  meeting,  nor  was  I'residentGeneral   Fish  able  to  le.ae  I, is 
duties  in  the   United  States  .Senate  to  attend.     For  a  limited  period  the  New 
Vork  State  Society,  from    1857  to   ,S6o,  enlarged  its  rules  of  admissi.m  under 
tins  ipicstionable  action  of  tlie  (leneral  Society,  and  admitted  tor  their  own  lives 
only  several  descendants  of  original   members,  two  of  Presi.lei.t  ( ;eiitial  Fish's 
own  family  being  tlnis  admitted  to  represent,  with  himself,  his  father. 

"The  rapid  extension  of  the  railway  system  of  the  United  States,  and  111- 
cieaw.d  facilities  of  communication,  soon  thereafter  enabled  pro|.er  .lescendants 
to  claim  their  hereditary  membership.  The  apprehension  of  tiie  extinction  of 
the  society,  which  had  induced  these  resolves,  was  thus  dissipated,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  any  relaxation  of  the  prescribed  rules  as  to  a.lmissunis  was  obviate.l  The 
admission  of  more  than  one  de.sccndaiu  to  rej^resent   the  same /eo/osi/us  not 
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liavinj;  hieii  riiiiii(l  In  1k'  sat isl'.u  lory  within  tlii.'  scupc  and  intiMil  uf  tlie  Institu- 
tion, l'rfsi<lcnt  CltMU'ral  Fish  came  to  tlie  conclusion,  ii|)on  mature  ilclilieration, 
tliat,  as  the  nc<  essity  lor  any  rchixation  of  the  strict  rule  hail  passed  away,  it 
ought  henceforth  to  he  rigidly  adhered  to. 

" 'I'he  rise  and  progress  of  the  jiatriotic  so<  iety  of  the  'Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion,' from  their  Inst  meeting  in  the  hall  of  the  New  \drk  Ilistoriial  Soctiety,  on 
December  i8th,  1875,  tor  consultation  and  (jrgani/ ilion,  «as  viewed  with  lively 
interest  and  satisfactiiin  by  President  (leneral  I'isli,  who  \\. is  wont  in  Icmi  the 
members  'younger  brothers  of  llie  Cincinuali.'  Cnnsidcring  as  he  did  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  to  be  merely  the  symbolism  of  ceitain  gre.it  pniiciples 
enunciated  in  their  Institution,  to  be  iierpetualed  to  the  eldtst  male  pi  stcril)  of 
original  iiiendjers  and  their  associates,  he  perceived  in  the  'Sons  of  the  Kevolu- 
tion  '  a  society  of  (iesceiuiants  of  Kevolutionary  pal  riots,  who,  in  their  laudable 
objects  and  purposes  supplement  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  arc  destined 
to  carry  on  in  a  national  way  the  work  long  performed,  from  i7S^,  by  the 
'Society  of  the  Revolution  '  of  South  Carolina,  in  fraternal  imison  with  the 
Cincinnati. 

".\t  the  last  triennial  meeting  of  the  Cieneral  Society  of  '.he  Cincinnati,  held 
in  Hoston,  Mass.,  in  May-June,  iXij;?,  ['resident  General  Fish,  by  reason  of  in- 
firmity of  years,  was  unable  to  attend.  Deeply  solicitous  in  regard  to  its  affairs, 
he  corresponded  constantly  with  the  Secretary  Cieneral — as  to  its  business  and 
kept  himself  thoroughly  inl"orme(l.  On  June  ylli,  1S93,  lie  addressed  his  'dear 
brethren  '  of  the  Cieneral  Si  ciety,  and,  after  expressing  his  deepest  regrets  at 
being  unable  to  be  with  them,  earnestly  wrote  as  follows  :  '  I  beg  to  commend 
especially  to  your  calm  and  wise  consideration,  the  establishing  of  an  uniform  lule 
to  be  observed  by  all  the  Si.r.e  Societies,  as  to  the  (lualifii  alion  of  aiijilicanis  for 
admission  to  the  Society,  in  this  each  State  Society  is  a  trustee  of  the  inlerests 
and  character  of  each  of  its  associate  Stale  Societies,  and  I  beg  permission  to 
commend  to  your  decision  the  strictest  jKissible  adherence  to  the  intent  of  our 
Institution,  to  confine  admissions  to  the  blood  of  those  who  instituted  the  Society 
and  of  their  associates  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  right  line  of  descent.' 
After  referring  to  having  been  lionoreil  for  thirty  nine  years  with  the  I'rcsident- 
deneralcy  of  the  Society,  he  concludes  as  follows  :  '  With  most  jjiofound  grati- 
tude for  your  long-continued  favor  and  for  your  generous  indulgence,  and  with 
affectionate  regards  to  each  and  every  of  our  members,  my  earnest  prayer  is  that 
Ciod  may  bless  our  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  e^ito  peif'etiia.' 

"  III  comi)liaiue  with  his  solemn  injunction,  the  wliole  subject  concerning  ad- 
mission of  membeis  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Executive  Committee  for  re- 
port and  recommendation  at  the  next  general  meeting. 

"  Upon  the  occasion  of  his  obsequies  at  St.  Philip's  Church  in  the  Highlands, 
on  September  iilh,  iSi;;^,  a  representation  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  at- 
tended, including  a  spec  ial  delegation  from  the  New  York  State  Society,  and 
were  accorded   the  position   of  [irincipal   mourners,  next  after  the   immediate 
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family.  The  several  Si:ilo  Scicieiics  liavc  since  aili'iiiid  apiiiupiijli-  ifsoluiioiis, 
whicii,  however,  wen-  not  necessary,  as  tiie  affectionate  respei  t  and  esteem  al 
ways  entertained  by  the  (Cincinnati  fur  their  late  hdnored  and  veneraled  Pres- 
ident (Icneral  was  well  known." 

Hy  .\sA  HiKii  ('.  \kip|N1:k,  1,1..  1). 
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"  \Vasliiii^;li)n  Irviii/;  \v;is  Ixiiii  iii  llic  Cily  ul  New  \'ork,  April  v'^  '7^.?  "'' 
w.is  llic  cii^litli  son  III  Willi^mi  and  Sarah  Irviii;;,  and  llic  yoMMcrsi  ul  <  Km  n 
(  In  Id  I  en.  '  Waslinij^  tun's  win  k  is  cndi'd, '  said  llic  inotlii'i ,  '  .ind  tin-  i  In  Id  sliall 
lie  ii.iiiird  allt'i'  liiiii.'  'In.'  a|i|icdl.iliiin  was  llic  means  ul  |iri,rniii!^  Inin  an  rally 
inliiiiliii  linn  111  llial  illiisliiDiis  prisiniaj^i-,  ulii-n  lir  i  .nni'  liai  k  to  Niw  \'iiik,  linn 
llii-  siMl  o(  ( invniiincnl,  as  I'lisidrnt  ul  llir  Uiiilid  Stales.  A  yunii)^  Si  uli  h 
niaidsnvant  ul  llu-  taiiiily,  stini  k  with  tlic  cnllnisnisin  wlni  li  cvciywlirii  imiiIi  d 
Ins  arrival,  di-lrinniud  lu  prrsi-iit  llic  i  hild  to  his  dislin^inshcd  iiainrsaKc.  .\i 
I  nrdinj^ly,  she  lulluurd  Inni  iiiii'  day  intii  a  shiiji,  and  |iiiiiitin!;  In  the  lad  wliu 
had  siaiiily  imlfjruwii  Ins  virgin  Iruuscrs:  '  I'lcase  yuiir  I  Imiur,'  s.iid  she, 
'  lieie's  a  liaiiii  was  iiauiid  after  ynii.'  In  the  csliiiialiuii  ul  l.i//ie,  lui  su  she 
was  I  ailed,  lew  i  laiiiis  ul  kiiidreil  i  mild  he  slroiif^er  than  llns.  \\'ashiii)^li>ii  did 
nut  disdain  the  ileln  ate  allniily,  and  |ilai  iiig  Ins  hand  un  the  head  ul  hei  lilllr 
I  liaij^e,  gave  him  Ins  lihssnif;. 

"  In  Ins  liiiiilh  ye.ir,  W'ashiii^lun  was  sent  Ik  si  liuul  in  .\iine  slieel,  kept  liy  a 
Mrs.  Ann  Kilmaster.  I'rom  Mis.  Kilmaster  he  w.is  transleirid,  tuwaid  lliei  lose 
ul  I  7H1;,  III  a  siliuul  lur  hiitll  sexes  kepi  hv  Heiijaiinn  Ruinainc.  At  the  aj;e  ul 
eleven,  liuuks  ul  vuyages  and  liavils  liei  .inie  Ins  passiuii  'lluw  wistlillly,' 
says  he,  in  the  ilitrudiicliuii  to  the  Skeli  h  liuuk,  '  wunid  I  wander  aliuiil  the  pier- 
iieads  in  line  weather,  ami  walih  the  parting;  ships  liuiind  lu  distant  i  limes — 
with  what  lunj;inu  eyes  wuiilil  I  i^a/e  .nlliT  then  h  s' .iniijj  sails,  and  wait  my 
ill)  if^in.iliiin  In  the  ends  of  the  earth  !  '  Su  strum',  ilid  tins  desire  hei  uiiie,  that 
at  the  age  iif  ruiirleeii  it  had  nearly  lipenecl  intu  a  piirpuse  to  ehipc  Iruni  hume, 
and  engage  as  a  sailur.  The  idea  ul  living  un  salt  purk,  whirli  was  his  ahhur- 
leine,  was,  hiivvevei,  a  great  dl.lwhaik  In  Ills  resuliilluli.  lint  with  the  luliiage 
ul  a  in.iil\'r  he  deleiiiiiiied  Id  iiveri  nine  his  dislike,  and  ai  (  urdingly  lie  made  it 
a  prai  III  e  lu  eat  it  at  cMiy  uppui  liiiiily.  It  was  ancrlhi  1  pail  ul  his  disi  ipline, 
liy  way  uf  pnpaiiiig  tur  a  haul  luia  h,  tii  gel  up  Iruiii  Ins  heil  ,ii  niijil,  and  he 
on  the  liare  lluui.  Itiil  the  disi  uinlurls  (il  this  iigiinen  suun  piuved  luu  nun  h 
\>\  Ins  pei.sevciani  e  ,  with  e\eiv  new  trial  the  puik  rliw  h  ■,'.  appil  it  luii:,,  and 
the   haul  Ihiur  inure  haul,  until  his  ll.illering  resulnliun  1  ami-  tu  a  tulal  cullapse. 

"Ills   eiliKatiun    w  IS  I  uiiipleled  lieluiehe  had  attained  Ins  sivleeiilli   \ear;    at 
least    t  lull  I  tins  pen  ml   he  .issinned   the  dliei  liuii  ul    his  uwn  si  i  idles        Ills  lautli 
CIS,   I'eler  and  Juhn,  had  heen  sent   tu  ( 'uhiliiliia  (  ullege,  and  w  h\    he  did   in. I   le 
(eive  the  same  advantages   he   1  uiild  nexer  salislaeturdv  explain,  1  \i  1  pi  ihal  he 
was  niuie  alive  lu  the  drudge  1  y  than  the  ad\antage  ul  a  1  muse  ul  ai  adi  inn    I  lain 
ing       He  never  laded,  liuwever,  tu  regret  the  iimissiun  in  alter  lilr       At  iln    age 
<if  si.\lfc  '    I  (•  entered    the    law   ul'liicuf  Henry  Mastersmi,  a  iispiilalih    inai  li- 
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tioner.  It  was  at  lliis  jicrid  of  stiil  liapi.y  liojlunul,  lliat  he  made  his  fiisi  voy- 
age up  the  Hiulson,  the  extiaonliiiaiy  beauty  of  whicli,  says  Bryant,  he  was  the 
first  to  describe.  Two  of  iiis  sisters  liad  married  and  settled  about  forty  miles 
west  of  Albany;  that  country  being  then  filled  with  Indians,  with  whom  the 
trade  in  furs  was  extremely  i)rofilable.  To  gratify  his  restless  desire  to  ;,ee  more 
of  '  the  vast  globe'  he  inhabited,  his  parents  had  consented  to  his  making  an 
excursion  to  visit  these  two  married  sisters. 

"In  the  summer  of  1801,  Mr.  Irving  left  Masterson,  and  entered  the  (  fiice 
of  lirockholst  Livingston;  and  when  that  eminent  lawyer  was  called  to  the 
Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  January,  1802,  he  continued  his 
clerkship  with  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman. 

"  Mr.  Irving  came  of  age  on  the  third  of  April,  1804.  'I'lie  delicate  state  of 
his  health  at  this  time  began  to  awaken  the  solicitude  of  his  family,  and  his 
brothers,  animated  by  a  common  spirit,  determined  to  send  him  at  their  (jwn 
expense  to  Europe.  Before  his  departure,  the  author  had  acquired  no  incon- 
siderable celebrity  by  his  scribblings,  and  beside  the  solicitude  of  his  relatives  a 
very  general  interest  had  been  awakened  in  his  favor.  At  the  end  of  nearly  two 
years,  he  came  back  with  health  renewed  and  invigorated.  At  th.at  '  home- 
keeping  '  era  to  have  visited  foreign  jiaris  was  of  itself  (|uite  a  title  to  consider- 
ation. New  Vork  was  a  more  '  handy  '  city  in  tho.se  days,  to  borrow  a  descrip- 
tive epithet  of  the  author,  and  oflered  much  greater  facility  of  intercourse.  No 
man  could  hide  his  light  under  a  bushel.  Everyboily  knew  everybody,  and 
lliere  was  more  of  good  fellowship  and  careless  ease  of  manners  than  distinguish 
the  social  circles  of  either  sex  in  these  more  formal  limes,  'i'he  literati  and  men 
of  wit  and  intellect  entered  more  into  society,  and  gave  to  it  something  of  their 
own  tone  and  character.  If  the  dinners  were  less  costly  than  now,  they  were 
more  merry,  and  there  was  greater  heaiiiness  of  enjoyment.  Singing .senti- 
mental and  bacchanalian — was  (juite  a  feature  in  the  entertainment.  Conviv- 
iality, however,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  sometimes  pushed  to  an  extreme;  it 
was  almost  treason  against  good  fellowship  not  to  get  tipsy,  and  the  senseless 
custom  of  compelling  guests  to  drink  bumpers,  not  nnfreciuently  laid  many  un- 
der the  table  who  never  would  have  been  led  willingly  to  such  excels.  Mr.  Irv- 
iug  used  to  tell  a  witty  anecdote  of  one  of  his  early  friends,  Henry  Ogden,  il- 
lusirati'C  of  this  feature  of  the  dinners  of  those  times.  Ogden  had  been  at  one 
of  these  festive  meetings  on  the  evening  bclore,  and  had  left  with  a  br.iin  half 
bewildere<l  by  the  number  of  bumpers  he  had  been  coiniielled  lo  drink.  He 
told  Irving  the  next  day  that  in  going  home  he  had  f.dleii  through  a  grating, 
which  had  been  carelessly  left  ojien,  into  a  vault  beneath.  The  solitude,  he 
said,  was  r.ither  dismal  at  Ih'st,  but  several  of  the  other  giie.sts  fell  in,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  and  they  had  on  the  whole  ijiiite  a  pleasant  night  of  it. 

"Mr.  Irving  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  N.ivemher,  1806.  after  which  he 
shared  the  office  of  his  brother  John,  at  \o.  ;  W'.ill  street.  So  little,  however, 
does  he  seem  intent  at  this  time  upon  ))rol'essioiial  eiii|iloymenf,  that  we  find  him 
concerting  with  James  K.  I'aiilding,  the  project  of  Salmagundi,  the  first  number 
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of  whitli  appeared  only  two  nioiitlis  after  tlie  date  of  his  license.  I'aiiidiiig 
readdy  fell  in  with  the  idea.  '1  hey  were  afterward  joined  by  Washinj;lon's 
eldest  brother  William,  who  made  up  the  trio,  Latincelot  L.uigsl.iff,  Anthony 
Evergreen,  and  William  Wizard.  'I'he  work  was  undertaken  purely  for  tlieir 
own  amusement  ;  if  they  covered  the  expense  of  |)aper  and  printing  it  was  all 
they  cared  for.  The  success  of  the  first  nund)er  was  <lecisive.  The  sensation 
increased  witii  every  issue,  and  eight  hundred  numbers  were  disposed  of  in  a 
day.  Tlie  authors  were  astonished  at  their  own  success,  and  finding  that  the 
work  was  yielding  a  large  profit  to  the  publisher,  begr,  -  '.;■  doubt  whether  S(.me 
share  of  tiie  advantage  should  not  accrue  to  themselves.  Soon  after  the  eighth 
number  of  Salmagundi  was  issued,  Mr.  Irving  was  called  suddenly  from  New 
York,  on  an  informal  retainer  from  one  of  the  friends  of  C'oloiiel  ISurr,  wluse 
trial  was  e.xpected  to  take  jjlace  at  Richmonil.  His  ( licnt  had  little  belief  in 
his  legal  erudition,  and  <lid  not  look  for  any  aiijiroach  to  a  ])rofessional  debut, 
but  thought  he  might  in  some  way  or  other  be  of  service  with  his  pen.  He, 
himself  felt  that  the  movements  and  deporlment  of  Hurr  were  likely  to  be 
highly  interesting  in  his  present  circumstances,  and  seems  eagerly  to  have  em- 
braced the  oppiirtunity  of  mingling  in  the  e.xcilemenls  of  the  trial.  Kiivelo|)ed 
as  liad  been  the  proceedings  of  liurr  in  doubt  and  mystery,  he  did  not  at  the 
time  share  in  the  ])revalent  belief  of  his  treason,  and  he  writes  to  Mrs.  Hoffman, 
'though  o])p(ised  to  him  in  jHilitical  principles  \et  1  consider  him  as  a  man  so 
fallen,  so  shorn  of  the  ])ower  to  national  injury,  that  J  feel  no  sensation  nmain- 
ing  but  compassion  for  him.' 

"After  the  com])letion  of  Salmagundi,  Mr  Irving  resumed  his  literary  lalcrs 
and  in  connection  with  his  brother  I'eter  commenced  the  History  of  Niw 
York. 

"  On  the  25111  of  May,  1815,  \\'asliington  Irving  bade  adieu  to  his  aged 
mother,  his  brothers,  and  iiis  friends,  and  embarked  on  beard  ihe  ship  Mexi<o 
for  Liverpool,  looking  forward  to  a  jileasant  voyage,  but  lillle  dreaming  that  the 
f>cean  he  was  about  to  cniss  would  mil  its  waters  for  seventeen  vears  between 
him  and  his  home.  I  luring  his  residence  abn  ad  he  traveled  niut  h  in  J'.nglaiid, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Spain.  His  'Sketch  Book,'  was  sent  home  in  fragments 
and  published  in  pamphlet  numbers  during  1X18.  The  titles  of  his  succeeding 
works  are  well  known.      He  returned  to  New  York  in  1832. 

"  He  was  minister  lo  Spain  from  1842  to  1846,  and  on  his  return  published 
several  important  works,  the  most  elaborate  of  which  w,i>  'The  l.ife  of  fleoige 
Washington.' 

"  For  a  number  of  years  he  resided  on  the  Hudson,  near  Tarrytown,  in  the 
beautiful  old  mansion  whi<-li  he  christened  '  Simnyside.'  He  was  indebted  to 
his  lYieud.  Mrs,  Kenwick,  the  heroine  of  'The  Hliie  eyed  Lassie,'  of  liurns,  for 
the  slip  of  ivy  from  Melrose  Abbev ,  which  she  planted  with  her  own  hai  ils, 
and  lived  to  see,  running  in  rich  li.     riance  cjver  the  walls  of  Simnyside." 

Washington  Irving  died  on  Novemlier  28tli,  1857. 

Hy  his  nephew,  I'll  kki.  M.  Ikvino. 


•  ^1 


7T 


■■^f^^^WWIPPfPfl 


I 


m 


m 


514 


A  aonciriLi)  of  WAsiiiXdTo.v 


ingeniously  contrived,  so  as  sometimes  to  afford  secluded  walks,  and  at  others 
to  allow  fine  vistas  of  the  broad  expanse  of  the  river  scenery. 
"  Over  the  porch  is  the  following  inscription : 

Krcctcd 

Anno    1650, 

Keljuill  by 

Washington  Irving, 

Anno  1835. 


Geo.  Ilaivey, 
Arcliilcct. 


"  Above  the  peaked  turret  of  the  portal,  glitters  a  horse  in  full  gallop,  once 
the  weathercock  of  the  great  Van  der  Heyden  palace  at  Albany  ;  the  other 
upon  the  eastern  gable  formerly  surmounted  the  Stadt  H(juse  of  New  Amster- 
dam. 

"The  interior  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  exterior  design  of  this  quaint 
and  venerable  edifice.  In  the  library  are  preserved  the  elbow  chair  and  writing 
desk  of  Diedrich  Knickerbocker." 
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All  Aiiiniiiiii  //is/iiriiin 

"  DlCAR  AIrS.   liAXTKK  : 

•'  In  rei)ly  to  )-oiirs  of  M.ircli  j6tli,  I  liavc  ;it  luuul  some  iKipcrs  to  wliicli  I 
will  icClt,  for  thf  short  sketch  uhich  j-oii  have  re'iiiestc.l.  An  Albany  woik 
says:  Mr.  Lossing  was  born  at  iJeeknian,  Dutchess  connty,  N.  \'.,  and  descended 
from  the  Diit<li  from  Holland  ;  his  ancestors  having  come  early  into  the  country, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  His  father  was  a  tarmer,  who  died 
in  his  son's  infancy;  and  the  home  of  ihe  mother's  brother,  Sanuiel  Dorlaiid, 
became  the  home  of  the  family.  'Iheie  the  son  remained  till  he  was  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  years  of  age,  when  at  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  went 
out  into  the  world,  by  going  to  a  cousin's  near  Washington  Hollow,  Dutchess 
county.  'I'here  at  an  old  sclioolhonse,  his  education,  c(jmmenced  at  a  similar 
schoolhouse  in  15eekman,  was  completed.  It  was,  of  course,  a  very  simple  one  ; 
but  there  in  partnership  with  a  friend,  he  subscribed  for  his  first  newspaper;  it 
was  there,  too,  probably  from  his  fondness  for  tlie  water,  for  there  was  a  pretty 
Sylvan  lake  at  Heekman,  and  a  small  pond  at  Washington,  he  went  too  much  in 
the  water.  He  was  taken  with  the  only  severe  illness  of  his  lifetime,  acute 
rheumatism  ;  he  became  unable  to  walk  ;  sciiool  comrades  and  neighbors, 
heljied  to  alleviate  his  condition,  and  with  j)aints  and  |)encils,  he  was  entertained 
with  oc(nipalion  during  his  convalescence.  Afterward,  it  was  fmally  decided 
he  shouhl  go  to  I'oughkeepsie  and  learn  the  watchmaker's  trade.  With  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  good  ]>eoi)le,  with  whom  he  was  surrounded,  there  was  cause  for 
gratitude,  as  this  first  going  out  into  the  world.  His  mother's  family  was 
tenderly  affectionate,  and  absence  from  them  was  a  measure  full  of  hardship,  to 
which  it  was  long  before  the  boy  became  ai  customed,  in  future  efforts  to  earn 
his  livelihooil. 

"A  biographical  notice  ])iepared  for  the  Worcester  .Society  of  Antiquity, 
says  it  was  while  learning  the  trade  of  watchmaker  at  l*c.ughkeei)sie,  that  Mr. 
Dossing,  'became  interested  in  historical  matters,  an  odd  volume  of  Gibbon's 
Rome  found  among  some  rubbish— being  the  incentive  and  first  inspiration  in 
this  line,  in  which  he  was  destined  to  obtain  an  extended  reputation  as  an 
historical  writer.  His  aiiprenticeshij),  which  la.sted  for  several  years,  was  a 
severe  one,  he  being  reciuired  to  work  incessantly,  and  having  but  little  time  for 
reading  or  study.' 

"  Notwithsl:indiiig  the  i)revalent  hardships  and  disadvantages  that  under  the 
circumstances,  a  lad  of  literary  tastes,  would  encounter  in  the  earlv  part  of  this 
century,  '  he  contributed  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  prose  and  poetry  to  the 
local  newspapers.  He  made  i)rogress  also  in  his  trade,  and  at  nineteen  years  of 
age,  manufactured  an  old-fashioned  English  clock.    About  the  year  1830  he  be- 
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came  ;i  joinl  editor  and  proprietor  of  "  I'lie  I'ouglikecpsie  Telegraph,"  and  for 
six  years  kejit  up  liis  coiiiicclion  wilii  that  eiiier|)rise.  Altervvard  lie,  with  the 
assistance  of  two  or  three  friends,  started  a  seini-nionthly  newspajjcr  called, 
"  The  Casket,"  and  assmned  the  editorial  chair  and  wrote  stories,  poems,  essays 
and  editorials,  in  fact  fnrnisiied  nearly  all  of  the  reatiing  matter.' 

"  His  interest  in  having  apjjrojjriate  illnstrations  to  his  various  publications, 
which  became  so  prominent  in  later  years,  seems  to  have  started  about  this 
time,  for  he  employed  John  A.  Adams,  a  wood  engraver  of  some  note,  t(j  in- 
struct him  in  the  art.  '.  .  .  .  In  1S38  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  "  wliere 
there  were  only  five  engravers  on  wood,"  and  later  he  became  the  editor  of,  and 
made  the  illustrations  for,  "  The  Family  Illustrated  AFaga/.ine,"  the  fuit  fully 
illustrated  periodical  in  the  I'niled  Slates.  .  .  .  lie  pursued  the  business  of  wood 
engraving  for  about  thirty  years,  most  o.  the  time  under  the  firm  name  of  Loss- 
ing  iS:  liarritt.' 

'•The  lirst  book  prepared  by  Mr.  Lossing  was  an  Outline  History  of  the  Fine 
Arts,  publisheil  in  1S40.  According  to  the  biographical  n(il ice  of  the  Worces- 
ter Society  of  Anticpiity,  'his  Pictorial  Field  ii.n  k  ol  the  Revolution,  a 
work  which  gave  him  a  wide  reiiulation,  was  completed  in  about  live  years,  and 
published  in  1851  in  two  large  octavo  volumes  (jI  si  uic  lilieen  hundred  pages 
and  a  great  number  of  illustrations.  In  the  |ircp.ir.iiiiin  of  this  great  work 
Doctor  l.ossiug  traveled  about  nine  thousand  miles  \i\  the  original  thirteen  states 
and  Canada,  in  collecting  tlie  material  which  w.is  used  in  its  production.  In 
1868  he  produced  a  snnilar  work  on  the  uar  ol  181  j,  and  one  on  the  Civil  war, 
in  three  volumes  of  two  thnusand  pages  and  twelve  hundred  illustrations,  the 
fn'st  volume  being  published  in  1806,  the  last  in  186S.' 

"  Many  engravings  made  in  .Mr.  Lossirg's  earlier  works  were  from  his  own 
original  sketches,  and  many  of  his  own  iiriginal  sketc  lies,  were  drawn  on  the 
block  by  himself,  for  the  engraver. 

"  He  spared  neither  labor  nor  pains  in  the  preparation  of  these  valuable 
volumes,  and  they  .ire  now  recogni/.ed  as  historii  works  of  more  than  common 
ac(  uracy. 

"  In  i860  there  appeared  in  the  London  .-Vit  Jdurnal  a  series  of  very  inlerest- 
ing  articles  on  '  The  Hudson  River  from  the  Wilderness  to  the  Sea,'  whii  h  was 
published  in  book  form  in  1866.  He  also  aniiotaled  '  Custis's  Recollections  of 
Washington,'  at  the  reipiest  of  Mrs.  Robert  li.  Lee  of  .Arlington,  and  about  the 
same  time  prepared  the  volume  entitled  'The  Home  of  Washington  and  its 
Assoc:iatioiis,'  also  fully  illustrated. 

"  111  1876  Doctor  Lossing  wrote  '  The  .American  Centenary,'  by  request  of  a 
l'hil,idel|)hia  publisher,  working  fourteen  hours  a  day,  writing  and  correcting 
the  proofs  with  his  own  hands,  and  at  the  same  time  furnished  sixty  four  pages 
a  month  for  'Our  Country,'  a  work  publislied  111  parts. 

"  In  1870  he  read  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  '  .\  memorial  of 
Alexander  .Anderson,  M.  1).,  the  first  engraver  on  wood  in  America,'  which  was 
privately  printed   in    1S72.      In    1872-3-4  he   edited   the  '  .American  Historical 
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Record,'  a  magazine  (if  miicli  historical  value.  '  Vassar  College  and  its 
Fiiiiiidcr,'  was  written  and  illustrated  iiy  Doctor  Lossing  liy  desire  of  tlie  board 
of  Iriislees,  of  whom  he  had  lieen  one  since  the  eslahlishnient  of  the  college. 
Besides  his  series  of  historical  and  biographical  works,  which  luinihered  forly- 
t^vo,  he  wrote  or  edited  many  others  of  value. 

"  In  1855  lie  recei\ed  Ihe  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Ilannllon  Cdllcge, 
in  1870  the  same  degree  from  Columhi.i  College,  and  that  of  1,1,.  I),  in  iti-j^ 
from  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  was  a  member  of  the  American  .Ami- 
(juarian  Socicly,  of  the  New  N'ork  Historical  Society,  honorary  member  of  ihe 
New  iMigl.iml  Historic  ( lenealogical  Society,  and  an  active  and  inrrespondiiig 
member  of  ten  or  twelve  other  historical  and  literary  sii  ieties. 

"Doctor  Lossiiig's  first  wife  was  a  daughter  of  'riioina^  r.,irritl,  an  I'liiglish- 
man  who  came  to  the  United  States  about  iSoo  ;  his  second  wite  was  a  d.nighter 
of  Nehemiah  Sweet. 

"  He  was  a  member  of  the  Kpiscojial  (Hiun  h.  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  I'a)  lie  who 
collected  muc:h  of  the  foregoing  data,  writes  he  was  elei  led  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Worcester  Society  of  .Anticiiiily,  June  sih  1877. 

"  Mr.  Satterlee  of  Highland  Falls  in  his  '  l'',venin,i;  with  l.i  ssiiig,'  i|iiotes  a 
letter  of  Washington  Irving,  in  which  he  says  to  Mr.  l.cssing,  '1  have  been 
gratified  at  finding  how  scnipnlonsly  attentive  you  have  been  to  accuracy  to 
facts,  which  is  so  essential  in  writings  of  an  historical  nature.' — Mrs.  l''orris  has 
written  of  him,  '  he  was  a  courteous  gentleman  of  the  old  school,'  and  his  old 
New  York  publishers,  '  that  he  passed  a  long  alternoon  to  his  useful  and  blame- 
less life.'  A  friend  in  his  own  county  s.iys,  '  the  reader  is  to  be  pitied,  who 
has  not  been  enlarged  and  t'orlilied  in  the  knowledge  vi  bis  own  country,  who 
is  not  familiar  with  his  name  in  this  connection,  and  that  he  was  an  untiring, 
industrious,  painstaking  cili/.en.' 

"1  thank  you,  Mrs.  Baxter,  for  having  brought  us  to  speak  of  our  beloved  and 
Jerveiit  histori.in.  The  J'lTVor  of  bis  love  f(jr  history  never  abated.  It  must 
have  had  its  tound.ition  in  his  Inve  of  Coii's  ])eciple,  perhaps  peculiarly  for 
those  of  .America,  and  yet  he  was  deeply  impressed  willi  the  stories  of  foreign 
peo[)les  and  that  stury  of  the  Cieiuiese  sailor,  the  story  of  ('olumbiis,  so  soon  to 
become  so  prominenl.  Fc.r  Mr.  Lossing,  the  c(jming  of  the  anniversaries,  and 
tlie  ending  of  the  ct'iitury,  were  to  be  a  l.iiid  of  promise,  into  which  he  was  not 
to  enter,  but  the  fervent  love  of  history,  was  unabated  from  the  first  to  the  l.ist. 

''  1  need  not  say  to  you  how  he  Wdiild  have  enjoyed  what  you  are  now  doing, 
or  how  he  would  1  ave  been  pleased  to  send  you  fresh  words,  of  those  loved  ami 
honored,  of  the  founders  of  the  Republic,  Washington  and  Schuyler,  and  of  the 
little  godchiiil,  who  amid  such  blessings  and  surroundings,  was  to  enter  life, 
with  its  field  of  duties  and  enjoyments. 

"  Sincerely  yours, 

'•  11 11, E.N  S.  I.ossim;." 
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"  1  sciul  yon  two  pluitogra|)l)s  u(  our  inx'sciit  luime,  in  which  Mr.  1-ossiiif;  livt-il 
longer  than  at  any  ntlicr,  and  whtTt'  Ik-  cicisiMi  iiis  earthly  career.  'I'he  verv 
simple  litile  home  where  he  w.is  born  in  Heeknian  is  now  torn  down,  and  ' 
one  where  he  lived  wiiii  his  mother  and  his  nncle's  family  till  he  was  ten  ; 
■of  age,  is  materially  change<I,  as  must  lie  olliers  in  New  \'i)ik  City,  whe. 
went  early.  I'robahly  the  least  changed  building  connected  with  his  youth,  is 
the  schoolhouse  of  Shady  l")ell,  near  W.ishinglon  Hollow,  which  I  think  still 
has  his  name  or  initials  cut  ni  a  desk.  I  le  lived  but  a  short  lime  in  i'oughkeepsie, 
where  his  wife  <lie(l,  but  was  fre(juently  at  his  father's  luime  near  by.  iMr. 
Ixjssing's  library,  when  he  lived  in  New  Vork  City,  was  contained  in  a  room  the 
■size  of  a  city  hall  bedroom  of  a  house  of  moderate  si/.e.  At  luy  father's  house 
in  Pouglikeepsie  he  built  a  loom  tweniy-l'ive  feet  sijuare,  to  accommodate  it. 
'I'he  health  of  our  children  caused  us  to  come  here,  to  my  father's  old  home, 
where  my  litile  grandchild  when  she  conies  to  visit  tis,  is  the  sixth  generation. 
Here  a  two-story  stone  building  was  put  up  for  the  library.  Mr.  l.ossing  wrote 
in  the  upper  room  in  the  summer  and  in  the  lower  one  in  winter.  We  h.ive 
been  here  about  a  quarter  of  a  century;  the  library  is  the  pointed  roof  in  Ihe 
picture.  I  never  heard  Mr,  l.nssing  allude  to  a  coat  of  arms,  but  once.  .-X  lady 
gave  me  a  painting  of  what  would  be  my  father's  coat  of  arms  and  its  nuiiio 
'  Per  crucem  ad  Stellas. '  Mr.  l.ossing  laughingly  told  us  what  his  ought  to  be. 
If  there  ever  was  one  it  would  be  in  Holland  and  difficult  to  find  as  the  iiame 
was  sjielled  in  so  many  w.iys.  I.asson.  Lasink.  f.aisinrk,  l.awson,  Lassing,  and 
Lossing.      We    have   one   deed   of  Queen    .\nne's  time  that  gives  a  patent  from 
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Fislikill  to  PoughkiTpsif,  .Hill w:ii(l  ihvitimI  l)y  liiikin.ni  ;iiul  anotlicr,  and  tlifre 
w.is  OIK'  pri,.!-  to  lli.u  Inmi  ilic  Indians,  l.nt  I  foinct  .,11  tin-  spdling  ,,f  il,e  naiiu's, 
thoiiKli  lor  ,1  KtiitMlo-ist,  1  N|nMit  .suiiR'  iiiiu-  ,,\i.|  111,. 11,  l.ist  spring.  'I'lie  Krionds 
or  (^u.ikcrs,  with  wh.mi  Mr.  Lossing  wa.s  always  nioro  or  less  .issocialc<l  w.  ii- 
oj.pusol  lo  ni.irks  of  (iisiiiiLiioii.  IVol.alily  llirongli  tiiis  iiillueiiir  Mr.  l.ossing 
W.MiJ.l  olu/a  smilingly  rclcr  I.,  wli.il  w.is  most  pnmiiivc,  ImiI  wli.it  was  al.so  liK-st 
f.\cliis;vc. 

"  I  li.ive  not  rc.nl  all  that  has  Ihtii  rt-L-fiuly  puMislicI,  l.ni  i  ,1,,  not  l.tlii've 
in  il.L'  opening  up  ol  the  p.ist  in  any  iiiigraccfnl  w.iy.  winch  the  contemporaries 
thenis  Ives,  dnl  iiol  perceive.  Hecaiise  some  h.ive  l.dleii  in  l.iiier  (l.i\s  p.  rliaps, 
from  the  highest  standard,  is  no  reason  why  all  p.isi  standards  should  he  InuULihl 
down  lo  lit  them.  Wasliiiigum  and  his  mother,  M.iiy,  aie  as  perleci  to  mc  as 
ever,  and  a  hundred  years  alter  them,  is  entirely  loo  hue  lor  a  new  aii<l  misim- 
derslanding  gener.ition,  to  put  its  inlerprftation  on  edn.  alioi,  an<l  manners  and 
si)eech,  the  diCticulties  of  which,  the  present  roni|p,iratively  frivolous  e.xisleiice, 
cannot  t.ike  cogni/ance.  ■|'liere  is  imlhing  more  eliMiuent  lo  me  than  Washing- 
ton's understanding  of  the  Indians.  It  w.is  the  same  with  your  gre.it  graml- 
father,  (Jener.d  .Schuyler.  1  know  it  by  the  Indians  camping  here  on  this  siiot 
of  ground,  tradition,  ami  ihe  l.isi  of  iiersonal  encounters  with  the  last  of  the 
races  here.  What  1  know  and  feel  intuitively,  in  the  same  degree  a  later  gener- 
ation cannot  knyw."  H    S    L 
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I  wns  the  fiiiirlh  of  six  chililnii,  ami  tlu'  third  xiii,  hi'in  in  i.Soi,  Ma}'  161I1. 
1   haM'   hci-li   tiiM    Ihat    iht:   IiinieilR'ss  ol    \\\\   iK'ahh   cau^^■ll   inr  In  he 
early  >el   ajiart   Inr  a  lolk'uiale  tiliualicn,  then  rri;.ir(lrii.  l'_\  i'vii\'  laiuiU  .  a->  a 
privilege  sn  hij;h  and  so  cusiU  .  that  imt  nmre  than  uiie  11  mid  expei  t  il.  .     . 

My  native  villai^e,  Morida.  N.  \'.,  then  tunsisled  el'  not  nuiif  than  a  dci/eii 
dwellings.  While  the  iiieetiiii;  hciu^e  was  eluse  li\,  the  nearest  S(  luiollu'use  was 
hall'  a  mile  distant.  .  .  .  At  tlie  age  of  mne  years  1  was  transltiird  to  the 
Farmers'  I  Ldl  Ae.uh'inv,  .;t  doshen,  where  my  lather  liad  heeii  educated.  .  .  . 
1  think  1  .im  six  \  cars  older  than  llie  lirst  steamhoat  on  the  lindson.  Uiit  my 
first  siglit  of  a  vessel  of  liiat  kind  w  is  when  I  emharked  on  one,  at  ins;hl.  to  as- 
cend lliat  river  on  my  wav  lo  eolUm'.  What  a  tnagnifieent  |i.ila(e  I  Wh.it  a 
prodigy  of  i)owiT,  wh.it  h;\iny  iM'  enlerlainnienl,  what  da//ling  aiul  costly 
lights  I  More  th.ni  hv  all  lluse  w.is  1  stiiu  1<  with  the  uoiulrons  crowd  of  intelli- 
gent i)assengers,  among  whom  some  yoiilhlul  aciinaiiitanees,  neuh  made, 
pointed  out  many  <>l  the  eminent  men  of  the  day.  I'liii  no  one  was  ahle  to 
identity  Chancellor  Kent,  who  w.is  slid  to  he  on  ho. nil.  .\t  noon  there  was 
what  1  thought  to  he  an  alarm  of  colliding  widi  some  other  vt'sse!,  or  viinning 
upon  ;l  rock,  or  cnconnleiing  an  (.aK-my.  The  vessel  icriainlv  scraiied  ai^.iinst 
SDIuelhing  thrt  olistructed  hei  sju'ed.  The  captain  h.id  inoiinled  a  hen<  h  on 
deck,  and  was  ohjiirg.iting  violently  with  somehodv  on  the  le\el  of  the  water 
below.  I  climhed  up  hehind  the  crowd,  and  saw  lli.it  we  were  running  ag.iinst 
npright  poles,  which  li.id  heen  stiuk  into  the  liver  holloin  hy  the  I'lshennen.  .\ 
short,  thickset,  cheerv  looking  man  leajied  upon  the  hench,  .n;d  seeing  at  a 
glance  the  st.ite  ol  the  case,  cried  out  in  aloud  voi(  e,  lie.inl  hx  all:  ••That's 
right.  Capl.iin  !  that's  right  !  bring  those  fellows  into  m\  court,  .mil  'II  t.ike 
care  of  them  I  "  This  was  Chancellor  Kent,  the  great  judge,  who  was  npliold- 
ing  the  ste.nnho.it  monopoly  conferred  by  the  State  of  Nt  w  \'oik  upon  its  citi- 
zens, l''ii!loii  and  Livingston,  agiinsi  the  no  less  gie.it  and  lin.illv  o\eiiiiling 
anthoril)',  the  .Supreme  Court  of  the  I'nited  .Si.ites.  The  moiio])ol)  was  lost  ; 
the  inventors  died  unrewarded  ;  Iml  the  public  gained  <  )n  my  first  pass.ige  1 
]).iid  I'ight  dollars  fare.  We  now  make  the  entile  \ovaee  of  the  navig.ihle  llial 
son  for  filly  cents.  Chancellor  Kent  was  the  most  buoyant  and  cheerhil  of  men. 
When  he  .ifteruanl  lost  his  great  ofl'n  e  and  dignity,  he  told  me  that  he  had 
never  expriienced  any  (lisap|iointnient  worth  grieving  over.  ''  .\  gentlein.in 
w. lilts,"  he  sai<l,  "(Uil\'  a  1  lean  shirt  a, id  a  shilling,  every  day,  and  1  ha\e 
never  been  without  them.  .      ." 

I    p.issed    niv    leud   ex.imiiiation   at    Ctica,    in   ()clohei,   i.Sjj,  having   lost  no 
Consider. liile   time    b\    my    one   yi'.ir's  absence   from    ccjllege.       .       ,       .       'i'he 
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Cliiefjustice,  Spencer,  won  mc  to  grateful  and  confiding  friendship  by  the  af- 
fectionate kindness  with  which  he  dehvered  to  me  the  diploma  fur  which  I  had 
so  hardly  labored. 

Certain  heavy  scales  fell  from  m\  eyes  as  1  descended  from  the  wharf  and 
entered  the  packet-boat  tluit  was  to  convey  me  on  tiie  iMie  canal  f^which  two 
years  before  I  had  pronounced  impracticable)  eighty  miles  to  Weedsport,  the 
landing  ])lace  fur  Aidjinii.  .  .  .  Between  two  offers  of  legal  partnership 
wiiicii  I  reieived  at  Auburn,  1  declined  the  one  that  promised  the  largest  busi- 
ness, but  involved  debt  for  a  law  library,  and  accepted  the  less  hopeful  one 
which  J  might  assume  without  new  embarrassment.  I  returned  home  to  an- 
nounce to  my  jiarenls  and  friends  lliat  1  had  made  that  engagement,  and  on  tlie 
2oth  of  December,  1822,  reieiving  fifty  dollars  from  my  father,  with  the  assur- 
ance of  his  constant  e\pect-uion  that  1  siiould  come  back  again  too  soon,  I  took 
leave  of  niy  native  home  and  arrived  at  Auburn  by  stagecoach  through  tiie 
soutliern  tier  of  counties  on  {"hristmas  morning. 

My  new  business  began  on  the  ist  of  January,  1823.  I  had  stipulatKl  wiih 
my  senior  partner,  Elijah  iMiller  that  if  my  earnings  during  the  first  j'ear  should 
fall  short  of  live  hundred  dollars,  he  would  make  up  the  deficiency.  'I'lie 
younger  portion  of  tiie  bar  were  at  that  time  generally  in  the  habit  of  employ- 
ing their  elder  bretlireii  to  try  their  causes  in  court.  I  shocked  the  bar  by  trying 
my  own  causes,  wliere  the  rules  of  the  court  i)ermitted,  from  the  first.  .Xt  the 
end  of  the  year  I  had  exceeded  my  sti'nilated  gains.  My  distant  creditors  were 
fully  paid,  and  so  long  as  I  continued  in  my  profession  I  was  neither  without 
occupation  i.or  independence. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1S24,  my  marriage  took  place  with  Francis  A.  Mil- 
ler. She  was  then  nineteen  years  of  age,  daughter  of  my  partner  and  friend, 
Elijah  Miller.      .     .     . 

The  first  railroad  constructed  within  the  rniled  States,  was  the  branch  of  the 
liallimore  iV  Ohio  K.iilroad  which  extended  from  lialtimore  to  Ellicott's  Mills. 
It  was  opened  in  this  year  (1831).  In  the  same  year  the  Chesapeake  iV  Ohio 
Canal,  a  worthy  rival  of  our  own  New  \'ork  canals,  was  opened  from  Ceorge- 
lown  to  IIar])er's  I'crry.  My  earnest  advocacy  of  internal  improvements  made 
me  distrust  the  ])(ili(  y  of  obstruction  which,  as  I  have  shown,  Cieneral  Jackson's 
administration  had  adopted.  .  .  .  Tiie  }ear  1S31  will  be  memorable  in  the 
history  of  the  C(iuulr\-,  fiir  being  the  one  in  which  the  iiatir.;-.  icceived  its  first 
practical  and  solemn  warning  against  the  ermr  of  perpetuating  African  slaverv. 
A  savage  outbreak  of  negro  slaves  occurred  at  Southampton,  X'irginia,  and 
spread  terror  and  consternation  throughout  the  state.  .Although  it  was  sup- 
pressed, and  the  revolutionists  were  executed,  it  left  it  no  1  mger  a  matter  of 
doubt  that,  if  the  rrovernnient  should  not  provide  se.isonably  fiir  the  removal  of 
slavery,  it  would,  sooner  or  later,  be  brought  about  by  the  violent  ujirising  of 
the  slaves  themselves.  It  was  this  instruction  which  first  stimulated  me  to  iiu  iil- 
cale,  on  all  pro)ier  occasions  and  in  all  proper  ways,  the  necessity  of  a  peaceful 
reform  of  that  great  evil.      ... 
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My  nomination  for  ("lovciiun  by  the  State  Cunvcntioii  was  made  with  prompt- 
ness and  inianimity.  When  my  nomination  lor  tlie  chief  oftice  was  cicciiied 
upon,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  take  a  politician  of  Democratic  antecedents  for 
the  second  office.  Very  properly  tlie  choice  fell  upon  Silas  M.  Slillwell.  Nut 
williout  talent,  and  possessing  untiring  activity  and  perseverance,  he,  as  a  Demo- 
cratic member  of  the  Assembly  from  the  City  of  New  York,  hail  introduced  into 
the  Assembly,  and  aided  to  carry  tiirough  the  Legislature,  the  benign  law 
abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt. 

The  scene  which  occurred  at  the  American  Hotel  in  Auburn  on  the  return  of 
our  local  delegates  was  infinitely  amusing.  My  political  friends  received  them 
with  complaints  and  reproaches,  saying  :  "  V'ou  pnmhsed  to  oppose  Seu.ird 
for  Lieutenant-Ciovernor,  I'ud  here  y(jii  have  let  him  be  numinaled  for  (lovernor. 
The  nomination  is  a  disgrace  to  the  state,  and  will  be  tlie  ruin  of  the  party  !  " 
Mr.  Jacobs,  the  orator  of  the  delegation,  attempted  to  reason  with  them  : 
"  W'iiy,  gentlemen,  it  is  very  easy  for  you,  who  have  stayed  at  home,  to  say  all 
tiiis.  But,  if  you  had  been  where  we  were,  you  woulcl  have  found  that  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  making  Sew.ird  the  candidate,  and  we  did  ;dl  we  could  to 
prevent  it.  'I'lie  people  from  tlie  other  jjurts  of  the  state  wouldn't  he^n'  of  any- 
body else."  "  We  don't  believe  it,"  they  replied  ;  "  they  could  have  found  a 
mure  proi)er  man  in  every  other  county  in  the  state."  "  Well,  gentlemen,"  re- 
plied the  orator,  preserving  his  good  humor,  "  I  have  known  Mr.  Sewarii  lung, 
and  thought  him  a  bright  and  smart  young  man,  but  1  never  supposed  he  \\;is  a 
great  man  ;  but,  when  I  came  to  Utica,  1  fcjinid  th.i'.  fverybody  ini|uired  of  me 
about  him,  and  sjioke  of  him  as  if  he  were  the  greatest  man  in  the  state." 
"  Well,"  replied  they,  "  the  state  must  be  in  a  strange  condition  if  Seward  is 
aniiing  its  greatest  men."  "  Cientlemen,"  answered  the  delegate,  "I  have 
learned  one  thing  by  going  to  I'tica,  and  that  is,  that  a  great  man  never  lives  at 
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I'Atracts  frcim  his  auic)biogra|iliy  edited  l)y  his  son,  Frkukkkk  W.  Seward. 
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"  I'",verybo(ly  m  Auburn,  forty-five  years  ago,  knew  Judge  Miller's  house  on 
South  street.  A  laige,  sijuare  mansion  of  unpainted  brick,  very  substantially 
built,  its  exterior  ]ilain,  its  interior  hamisome,  with  a  row  of  l.ombardy  pojjlars 
in  front,  and  a  gruve  of  locust,  ajiple,  and  cherry  trees  around  it;  it  stood  not 
distant  from  the  main  street,  and  at  the  same  time  not  very  f.ir  Irom  the  outskirts 
of  the  little  town.  It  was  the  fust  brick  dwelling  in  .Auinnn.  As  land  was 
abundant,  and  neighbors  were  few,  five  acres  were  occupied  with  the  usual  ac- 
cessories of  a  rural  residence. — barn,  carriage  and  woodhouse,  vegetable  and 
flower  garden,  orchard,  and  ;„isture  lot.  Here  lived  the  owner,  retired  from 
active  practice  of  his  profession.  With  him  lived  his  mother  and  a  maiden  sis- 
ter. His  two  daughters  had  grown  up  midcr  tlieir  graiidinolhei's  care.  The 
elder,  I.isette,  whose  sprightly  \ivacily  m.ule  her  a  gcnir.il  fnorite,  had  recently 
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married  and  left  the  ])ateriial  home.  Tlie  younger,  Francis,  was  of  timisual 
beauty,  hut  extreme  diffidence.  She  had  a  few  years  before  married  a  promising 
young  hiwyer,  her  fatlier's  partner,  named  Seward.  Opinions  liad  differed  in 
tiie  vilhii;e  as  to  liis  capabilities;  but  the  majority  conceded  tiiat  he  was  indus- 
trious in  his  profession,  though  many  doubted  if  lie  were  old  enough,  or  grave 
enough,  or  wise  enough,  for  the  responsible  position  of  Senator  in  the  State 
Legislature  to  which  he  had  been  recently  elected.  Two  children  completed 
the  family  circle. 

"  It  is  in  this  scene  and  with  tliese  surroundings  that  my  earliest  recollections 
of  my  fatiier  begin.  It  is  in  tlie  same  scene,  witli  the  same  suiroundings,  that 
the  notes  of  his  autobiography  in  the  preceding  pages  were  written. 

"He  was  at  that  time  over  tlurty  years  old,  but  his  slender  frame,  of  not  more 
than  medium  height,  his  smooth-shaven  face,  clear  blue  eyes,  red  hair,  (juick, 
active  movements,  and  merry  laugii,  gave  him  almost  a  boyish  appearance.  'J'he 
house  was  always  (  heerful  when  lie  was  in  it.  That  was  never  for  long  at  a  time, 
for  he  was  indefatigable  in  liis  toil  at  the  little  one-storied  law-office  on  South 
street,  where  he  prepared  his  papers  and  received  his  clients.  One  evening  that 
he  sjient  at  home,  reading  aloud,  from  Scott  and  liurns,  is  so  vividly  remem- 
bered by  the  children  that  it  must  have  been  a  rare  event. 

"  Auburn  was  about  as  distant  from  New  York  then  as  Omaha  is  now.  The 
annual  stage  ride  to  .^IJjany  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Legislature  was  a  serious 
and  important  undertaking.  Of  my  fatlier's  journeyings  to  and  from  the  capital, 
and  of  his  legislative  life  there,  he  has  spoken  briefly  in  his  autobiographic 
notes.  But  tiie  picture  there  presented  is  based  merely  on  recollections  of  a 
later  date.  Jt  will  be  more  complete  if  supplemented  by  some  extracts  from  his 
letters,  written  at  the  time,  giving  more  detail  of  persons,  places,  nicitlents,  and 
character;  for  the  autobiogra])hy  he  had  no  opportunity  to  revise  or  read,  and 
the  letters  he  never  saw  again  after  writing  them. 

"  Long  and  closely  written,  those  letters  from  the  distant  capital  were  eagerly 
read  by  the  household  at  Auiiurn.  Under  favorable  circumstances,  they  were 
three  days  on  the  road  from  Aliiany — under  unfavorable  ones,  a  week.  Some- 
times they  would  come  by  post,  sometimes  by  jirivate  hand,  a  favorite  method 
of  transmitting  correspondence  in  tliat  time  of  high  postage  and  uncertain  mail 
service.  'l"he  postage  on  a  letter  from  .'\lbany  was  eighteen  and  three-quarters 
cents;  from  New  York,  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents.  A  traveler  by  stagecoach 
often  had  his  pockets  filled  with  letters  and  remittances  handed  him  by  his 
friends  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  ;  and  these  it  would  be  his  first  duty,  on  ar- 
riving at  his  destination,  to  distribute. 

"  .At  tlie  (lose  of  December,  iS^o.  tiic  newly-elected  .Senator  was  on  his  way 
to  .\lba.  V.     I  lis  first  letters  describe  his  journey  and  his  entrance  into  publi(  life. 
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"  In  one  he  s|)eaks  of  a  visit  tu  .-Xarun  Hun,  in  regard  to  the  case  in  which  he 
was  counsel. 
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"  '  He  was  ;it  the  Mertliaiits'  I'Acliaiii^e,  one  ol  the  Unir.li  rate  houses  of  this 
city.  1  could  not  but  thiiiiv,  as  I  asi  iMuicd  the  dirty,  narrow  staircase,  to  his 
lodgings,  in  a  small  two-bedded  room  in  the  u|i])er  story,  of  the  contrast  between 
his  present  stale  anil  tliat  he  enjoyed  when  he  contendeil  so  long,  even-haniU  ', 
with  Jefferson  for  the  Presidential  <  hair,  on  the  second  election  after  the  retire- 
nant  of  Washnigton.  He  had  lost  properly,  lame,  character,  and  honor. 
Once  so  gay,  so  fashionable  in  his  ilress,  so  fascinating  in  his  manners,  no 
glorious  in  his  eloquence,  anil  so  mighty  in  his  iiithience,  how  altered  did  he 
seem,  as  he  met  me,  ilrawing  a  coarse  woolen  snrtout  o.er  his  other  dollies,  his 
coarse  cotton  shirt  and  cravat  struggling,  by  ihe  form  of  modern  fashions,  to  dis- 
jiliy  the  proud  si)irit  of  the  wearer  !  His  few  grey  hairs,  jnsi  lilled  with  powder, 
put  on  as  thickly  as  jiaste,  wet  down  and  smoothed  over  his  head;  his  form 
shrivelleil  into  the  dimensions  almost  of  a  dwarf;  his  voice  forgetful  ot  iis 
former  melody,  while  naught  remained  to  express  the  daring  spirit  of  his  youth 
but  his  keen,  brilliant,  dark  eye.  He  approached  mewitii  the  air  and  demeanor 
of  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  and,  as  I  shook  his  shrivelled  and  trembling 
hand,  I  felt  a  thousand  recollections  come  to  my  mind  of  most  unpleasant  na- 
tine.  Is  this  the  same  being  who  shared  for  years  the  confidence  ami  did  the 
bidding  of  Cicneral  Washington?  Do  I  recognize  in  this  lingering  relic  of  an 
age  gone  by  the  man  who  was  the  ornament  and  delight  of  every  fashionable 
circle  ?  Is  this  sipieaking,  unsteady  voice  that  instrument  which  wiled  away  the 
hearts  of  men?  Is  this  tottering  frame  the  same  that  commanded  at  his  pleasure 
the  stormy  waves  of  a  new  and  entluisiastic  people?  Do  these  wretched  habili- 
ments cover  him  who  was  the  second  in  honor  and  ofilice  in  this  nation,  and 
whose  sure  ascent  to  the  highest  place  was  prevented  only  by  his  rash  and  dis- 
honest ambition?  Is  this  the  same  fascinating  being  who  entered  with  the 
recklessness  of  a  fallen  angel  into  the  neaceful  and  classic  abode,  and  stole  the 
confidence  only  to  ruin  and  destroy  the  happiness  of  Hlennerhassett  ?  Is  this 
the  same  proud  s[)irit,  which,  determineil  to  rule,  raised  the  standard  of  treason, 
and  attempted  alone  and  almost  single  handed  the  conijuest  of  Mexico  and  the 
estalilishmeut  of  empire?  Do  I  actually  gras|)  the  hand  which  directed  only 
too  successfully  the  fatal  ball  which  laid  low  Alexander  Hamilton?  Miserable 
comment  upon  unchastened  ambition  !  Unhapjiy  man,  to  drag  out  a  dishonored 
existence  among  a  generation  which  knows  thee  only  by  the  history  of  ihy 
crimes;  and  judges  thee  wii'  out  allowing  the  merit  of  purpose  or  the  extenua- 
tion of  [lassion  !  ' 

"Returning  to  .Auburn  earl\'  in  January,  iS,?5,  accomiianied  b)  .Mr.  Weed's 
daughter  Harriet,  he  aniu)unced  their  arrival  in  a  letter  to  her  father: 

"  '  I  am  once  more,  thank  God,  and  1  Impe  for  a  long  time,  at  home  ;  really, 
I  was  so  weary  of  the  un|)roritabk'  life  1  was  leading  at  .Albany,  that  I  was  un- 
able to  regret,  as  I  otherwise  must  have  done,  tliat  the  time  had  come  when  a 
termination  must  be  set  to  our  long,  confidential,  and  intimate  association. 
Keep  me  informed  upon  political  matters,  and  take  care  that  I  do  not  so  target 
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absorheil  in  iiiofessioiial  occtipalioii,  that  you  will  cease  to  care  fur  me  as  a  poli- 
tician.' 

"  Rcsuniiiij;  jiis  place  among  liis  law-books  and  papers  in  the  old  white  olilice 
on  Siuiih  slruft,  he  icsiimed  with  it  his  industrious  habits  there,  and  workeil 
early  in  the  morning  and  late  at  night  at  the  cases  of  his  clients. 

"  Toward  the  close  of  May  (18,55),  "le  weather  had  grown  propitious  for  the 
summer  trip.  A  light,  strong  carriage,  having  two  seats  and  an  extcnsion-toii, 
was  provided  with  a  pair  uf  grey  horses,  '  l.ion  '  and  'the  Doctor.'  Mr  and 
Mrs.  S 'ward  occupied  the  l)ack  seat.  Only  the  yuiuigest  of  llieir  two  little 
boys  could  be  taken,  and  he  shared  the  front  seat  with  the  colored  driver, 
A\'illiam  Johnson.  What  little  higgage  was  necessary  was  carefully  storeil  in  the 
boxes  under  the  scats.  A  stout  fishing-rod,  and  a  few  ro])es  and  strai)s  in  case 
of  accident,  packed  in  front,  and  a  tin  cup  and  a  pail  hanging  behind,  for  use 
at  the  roadside  streams,  completed  the  equipage  for  the  journey,  which  was 
commenced  on  the  zjd  of  May.  The  letters  written  at  various  points  on  the 
way  described  tlie  incidents  and  impressions  of  this  tour. 

"While  at  Long  liranch  there  occurred  an  incident  that  Seward  u.sed  tore- 
late  wiih  hinnorons  relish.  One  day,  while  sitting  after  dinner  in  the  .shade,  a 
benevolent-looking  old  gentleman  said  :  '  l':.\cuse  me,  sir,  if  1  ask  you  an  in- 
trusive (juestion  ;  but  I  see  by  the  papers  that  there  was  a  candidate  for  governor 
in  your  Male  last  fall— the  one  who  was  defeated— whose  luuue  was  the  same  as 
yours.  Fray,  was  he  any  relative  of  your  family?"  Mr.  Seward  bad  to  admit 
that  he  was.  'A  near  relative?'  '  Ves.'  'Not  ycjur  father  was  it,  sir?' 
'No,  not  my  fither.'  A  ])ause  ensued;  and  then,  overcome  by  curiosity,  the 
old  gentleman  returned  to  the  attack.  'Could  it  have  been  a  brother  of  yours?  ' 
•  Well,  Mr.  T ,'  said  Seward,  '  I  luay  as  well  confess  to  you  that  I  am  my- 
self that  unfortunate  man  !  '  '  Dear  me,'  said  the  other  with  unaffected  surprise 
and  sympathy,  '  1  should  never  have  thought  it.  And  so  young,  too  !  1  am 
very  sorry.  How  near  did  you  come  to  being  elected  ?  '  '  Not  very  near.  1 
only  got  a  liundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  votes.'  '  A  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
thousand  votes,  and  iu)t  elected?'  was  the  astonished  reply.  'Why,  that  is 
more  than  all  the  candidates  together  ever  got  in  New  Jersey  !  A  hundred  and 
— good  Heavens,  sir  !   how  many  votes  i/ors  it  take  to  elect  a  man  in  New  Vork  ?  ' 

*  *  *  *  *  'i-  :^  !\t  t- 

"' Ai-iiCRN,  SoptomliiT  151I1,  iS>S. 
"•r.F.NTlKMF.N:     I   liavc   llic  honor  to  acUnowlcdgo  111.'  rc'cvipt  of  your  coininuniiatioii  an- 
nouiu:iiig   my  nonuiialioii   l,y  tlic   Wlii^  Slate  Convciilion,  recciilly  as^^■lnl)lc(l  al  Ulica,  f,.i  ihc 
oflico  (if  tlovenior  of  the  Stale. 

'"Re  pleased  to  make  known  to  llie  mcmi.ers  o--  .,iat  body  Hial  1  accept  llic  iiominalioii, 
with  a  profound  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  ni(  l.y  this  renewed  dcnionslialiun  of  ihJ 
confidence  of  my  Whif,'  fellow  cili/ens. 

"  '  I  am,  gentlemen,  witli  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  your  oliedieiU  scivanl. 

"  '  W.  11.  SlAVARI).' 
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"  I'he  clijse  of  the  contest,  brouglit  tliu  following  note  from  Mr.  Weed  : 

"  1'"kiiiav,  Novctnbfi'  ytli. 

"  '  Well,  dear  Seward,  we  are  victorious;  (lod  Ije  tlianked,  gratefully  and  ile- 
voutly  thanked  ! 

"  '  Judge  Miller  will  of  course  come  to  Albany  with  you.  We  want  the  aid  of 
his  experience  and  wisdom.  A  fearful  responsibility  is  upon  you.  dial  grant 
you  the  light  necessary  to  guide  you  safely  through  1  1  go  to  New  \urk  this 
afternoon  to  temper  and  moderate  the  joy  and  rejoicings  of  oin'  Iriends.' 

"  (Jreat  were  the  Whig  nierry  makings  and  festivities  over  the  result.  It 
seemed  almost  too  good  to  be  true  that  they  hail  actuall)-  gained  control  of  the 
state  government  at  last.  I'^ating  and  drinking  still  occupied  a  pr(}niinenl  place 
at  political  assemblages — a  custom  doid)lless  derived  from  England,  hapjjdy 
since  fallen  into  disuse. 


"Cases  of  far  more  melancholy  nature  were  now  pressing  for  the  governor's 
judgment.  'I'liere  is  a  •  black  care  '  that  rides  on  the  shoidders  of  every  gov- 
ernor, that  follows  him  by  day,  haunts  him  by  night,  and  will  ilot  be  shaken 
off.  This  is  the  '  pardoning  power.'  'I'here  are  two  or  three  thousand  poor 
wretches  always  in  prison,  or  on  their  way  there,  or  to  the  scaffold,  and  hardly 
one  of  them  but  has  either  a  wife  or  a  child,  or  a  friend,  to  implore  executive 
clemency.  Public  opinion  itself,  which  is  an  avenging  Nemesis  as  long  as  the 
culprit  is  at  large,  softens  as  soon  as  he  is  behind  bolts  and  bars;  and  not  ini- 
freijuently  the  turnkey  who  locks  him  in,  the  public  prosecutor  who  arraigned 
him,  the  jurors  who  convicted,  and  even  the  judge  who  sentenced  him,  join  in 
the  appeal  for  his  release.  If  legal  and  religious  influence  is  wanting,  there  are 
always  clergymen  whose  hearts  incline  to  mercy,  and  lawyers  with  whom  'stay 
of  proceedings'  is  a  part  of  their  vocation.  \'et,  if  the  governor  weakly  yields 
to  the  pressure,  the  same  instinct  of  self  |)reservation  in  the  conmnmity  which 
sent  the  <  riminal  to  jail  is  arousetl  with  fresh  indignation  by  seeing  hiin  again 
at  liberty  in  the  streets.  15ut  the  suitors  for  mercy  will  take  no  denial.  How 
can  they  ?  Their  ])leading  letters  come  in  every  mail  ;  their  piteous  faces  are 
ever  round  the  door  of  the  executive  chamber.  They  watch  the  governor's 
path;  they  wait  in  his  hall;  they  sit  on  his  doorstep.  If  he  be  of  a  kindly, 
compassionate  nature,  disposed  to  listen  to  their  'ofttold  tale  '  of  misery,  he 
will  have  time  neither  to  eat,  nor  sleej),  nor  write  messages,  nor  make  appoint- 
ments. 'I'he  applicants  and  their  applications  are  often  unreasonable,  grotesiiue, 
anil  absurd,  yet  always  s.id  and  always  painful. 

"  The  year  (  iS^^q)  which  had  opened  will)  the  '  wars  and  runu)rs  of  wars '  of 
the  '  Patriots'  in  Canada,  was  not  to  close  without  a  call  to  arms  nearer  home. 
'I'he  ancient  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  which  dated  back  to  the  time  of  the 
early  Dutch  settlers,  had  been  handeil  down  fnun  father  to  son  in  the  \'an 
Rensselaer  family,  through  a  long  line  of  'I'alroons.'  While  modern  customs 
and  innovations  had  gradually  changed  the  aspect  of  the  whole  country,  society, 
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and  goveriimc'iit,  llie  I'airooii  and  Ins  UMianis  wcix'  still  continuing  the  old  usages 
of  feudal  tenure,  of  perpetual  leases,  of  rent  payable  in  fowls,  and  bushels  of 
wheat,  in  personal  service,  and  in  quarter  sales.  The  manor  comprised  a  broad 
region  of  Albany  and  Rensselaer  counties,  'extending  northward,  up  along  both 
sides  of  Hudson  river,  from  Harren  island  to  Kaiious,  and  east  and  west  each 
side  of  the  river  backward  into  the  woods,  twenty-fom-  luiglish  miles.' 

"  It  liad  IKJW  become  well  settled,  cultivated  and  improved.  'The  tenants  had 
gradually  come  to  think  that  their  long  occupancy  of  the  lands,  and  ilieir  im- 
provements, had  vested  at  least  a  part  of  the  ownershij)  in  themselves,  and  that 
the  rents  paid  dming  so  lung  a  series  of  years  mure  than  compensated  for  the 
wdd  land  which  the  lirsi  \'an  Rensselaers  had  sold  to  the  original  tenants.  This 
theory  had  been  vastly  shengtliened  by  the  neglect  of  '  the  ol<l  r.itroon,'  Clen- 
eral  Van  Renssel.ier,  to  m.ike  cullectiuns  of  his  rents.  When  he  died  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year,  the  manor  had  been  divided  between  his  sons,  Stephen 
taking  the  part  in  .Albany  louniy,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  Wdliam 
that  on  the  eastern  side,  in  Rensselaer  county.  .\  third  brother,  Coiirtlandt, 
took  the  real  estate  in  New  Vurk  City.  It  was  in  .Albany  county  that  the  troubles 
with  the  tenants  commenced,  the  young  I'atroon's  lawyers  liaving  advised  him 
that  he  miglit  enforce  his  legal  right  to  (ollecl  arrears.  When  this  claim  was 
made  in  behalf  of  the  heir,  the  tenants  very  generally  resolved  to  resist  it  as  il- 
legal and  unjust.  Leg.d  measures  were  taken  to  compel  jjayment ;  but,  when 
the  sheriff  went  out  u|H)n  the  farms,  lie  was  nut  by  gatherings  of  angry  men, 
with  threats  and  denunciations.  Alarms  were  given  throughout  the  neighbor- 
hood, horns  sounded,  tar-barrels  fired,  and  the  oliuo.xious  uriis  seized  and 
thrown  into  the  llames,  while  shouts  of  '  Down  with  the  rent  !  '  were  heard  from 
the  gathering  crowd  of  rural  rioters,  who  with  brandished  slicks  and  arms,  and 
threats  of  personal  violence,  compelled  the  otticial  to  turn  his  hor.ses'  heads  to- 
ward home.  Deputies  sent  on  similar  errands  to  various  localities  had  the  .same 
e.xperience.  There  still  remained  the  resource  of  the  posse  comiiatus.  The 
sherilf  sunnnoned  si.K  or  seven  hundred  ciii/ens  to  appear  at  his  office  tJii  Mon- 
day morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  dreat  was  the  excitement  and  much  the  merri- 
ment in  the  crowd  that  gathered  round  the  oflice,  either  in  obedience  to  his  call, 
or  from  curiosity  to  hear  the  results.  The  merriment  iiK  reased  when  Sheriff 
Archer  came  out  on  the  sidewalk,  and  commenced  to  call  the  roll,  which  showed 
that  he  was  no  res])eclor  of  persons,  for  among  the  names  were  those  of  ex- 
Governor  Marcy.  Recorder  McRoun,  John  \'an  Huren,  tiie  presidents  and  cash- 
iers of  the  banks,  the  Pair I's  lawyers,  and  the  I'airoon  himself. 

"  The  posse  i)roccedcd  on  horseback,  on  foot,  and  in  carriages,  witli  the 
sheriff  in  command,  iweKe  miles  from  the  town,  till  they  reached  a  hamlet  at 
the  foot  of  the  Helderberg.  lint  here  tiie  posse,  summoned  according  to  l.iw, 
met  another  posse,  not  summoned  at  all,  and  defiant  of  any  law  whatever.  'I'he 
unlawful  gathering  outnumbered  the  lawful  one.  for  it  mustered  fifteen  or 
eighteen  hundred  men,  and  furthermore  it  had  clubs,  while  the  sheriff's  posse 
had   none.     The  sheriff  became  satisfied  that  the  whole  force  was  •  entirely  in- 
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adc(|iiate  to  overcome  the  nsislance,'  an  oiiiiiimi  in  wliicli  his  wluili'  Iokc 
nn;uiimi)iisly  cuncurR'<l.  So  tlicy  iclnalcd  to  All)aiiy,  in  as  good  orilcr  as  ihcy 
went  out  of  it. 

"  Only  one  ahemalive  reinaiiieil  lo  vindicate  the  niajesl)  at  the  olTended  Liw. 
That  was  to  apply  lo  the  (lovernor,  '  aecoriliii);  to  tiie  statute  in  siu  h  case 
made  and  provideil,'  for  a  mUitary  force  to  enable  the  sheriff  lo  execute  ilie 
process. 


"The  United  Stales  liank  had  now  (^1842)  linally  collajjsed.  It  had  over- 
thrown both  of  the  political  parties;  fnsi,  that  whicli  opposed,  afterward,  that 
which  supported  it;  and  then  entled  by  ikstroyini;  itself.  There  were  many 
sad  incidents  of  individual  misfortune  attending  iis  fall;  for,  while  jirospering, 
everybody  had  been  eager  to  grasp  the  stock,  believing  no  other  so  safe.  One 
man,  living  in  I'hiladelphia,  had  invested  his  whole  property,  forty  thousand 
dollars,  in  it.  His  wife  had  twenty  thousand  in  her  own  right,  which  they  also 
put  in.  .\  legacy,  the  ne.xt  year,  oi  ten  thotisaiul,  was  also  deposited,  and 
then  the  bank  collapsed  ;  they  lost  every  farthing,  anil  he  became  a  day  laboiei-, 
etc.,  etc. 


"The  misguided  Americans  who  had  taken  part  in  the  'Patriot  War'  and 
were  now  i)risoners  at  Van  Dieman's  I.and,  had  been  a  frequent  subject  of 
Seward's  correspondence  with  the  Government  at  Washington.  Moved  by  his 
reijiesentations,  and  by  various  considerations  which  showed  the  present  to  be 
a  favorable  opport\niity  for  obtaining  their  release,  Webster  mged  it  in  a  K.ter 
to  Lord  Ashburton. 


"  On  one  occasion  Seward  had  a  perplexing  legal  question,  arising  out  of  the 
settlement  of  an  estate.  Taking  the  papers  with  him  when  he  went  to  New 
York,  he  consulted  Chancellor  Kent,  asking  his  o|)inion  about  it.  The 
Chancellor  listened,  sat  a  few  moments  in  thmight,  and  then  gave  his  opinion 
in  the  matter.  '  I5ul,  Chancellor,'  said  Seward,  '  your  Commentaries,  which  I 
have  carefully  looked  into,  take  tlie  other  ground.  They  say  tliat  the  contrary 
view  is  tiie  correct  one.'  '  Do  they?  '  said  the  Chancellor  ;  '  let's  gel  down  the 
book  and  see.'  The  book  was  taken  down,  the  passage  read,  and  the  Ciian- 
cellor  emphatically  gave  the  decision.  'The  book  is  right.  I  m:.y  guess 
wrong  now,  but  when  I  wrote  the  book  1  knew.  Always  go  by  the  book  in 
preference  to  me.' 


Wn.l.lAM   IIESllY  SEWMtl) 


533 


"Not  merely  weif  Seward's  views  on  ii(iliti(al  stibjcrls  comprcliiiisive,  l)ui 
tlie  s.ime  cliaracterislic  prevailed  in  all  liis  dealings,  lit'  liked  toliratiuii  1  eiu r 
tliuii  |)i)leiiiics,  and  in  business  matters  had  an  aversion  to  petty  siii)iilati(ii,s, 
Once,  in  early  life,  he  gave  one-half  of  all  his  jjroperty  to  a  friend,  to  save  hnn 
(ri..u  bankruptcy.  His  habit  was  to  l;'J)or  hard  and  long,  travi  1  hard  and  long, 
give  liberally  and  spend  Ireely.  'I'he  Cliautaucpia  enterprise  aiirai  ted  liini  by 
its  breadth  and  scupe,  and  did  nut  frighten  him  by  its  comiilieations,  fur  he 
liked  to  overcome  dittieiiliies.  When  one  of  the  copartners  became  alarmed  by 
a  linancial  panic,  he  offered  to  take  his  share.  When,  a  lew  years  later,  it 
seemed  to  him  thai  the  companj's  creditor's  were  to  be  iiiilairl)'  dealt  with  liy  a 
plea  of  usury,  he  refused  to  join  in  making  il,  and  prolecled  then  iighls  by 
plac  ing  his  whole  interest  in  trust  for  their  benefit. 

"So  in  regard  to  political  preferment,  lie  was  ambitious  of  at  hieveinent, 
not  of  office,  lie  sought  no  ])lace,  and  was  reluitant  to  act  ejit  any,  if  he  saw 
that  in  so  iloing  he  was  crossing  Ihe  ambition  of  friend  or  asso(  iale.  He  would 
have  preferred  to  leave  the  lield  to  Cranger  in  iS;,S,  and  did  le.ive  it  to  Fillmore 
in  1844.  Always  free  in  coii\ersation,  yet  what  he  said  of  friends  and  enemies 
behind  their  backs  might  have  been  re|)eated  to  their  faces.  He  i)iit  generous 
construction  on  their  cuiuliu  I,  ne\er  exulted  in  an  ad\.iiil,ige,  c-oiild  not  strike 
an  opponent  when  down,  and,  when  a  victory  was  gained,  would  lake  no  jiart 
in  the  triumph  over  the  vani|iiished.  '  The  war  is  over  with  me,'  lie  said, 
'  when  the  enemy  la\s  down  his  arms.' 

"  He  had  no  great  respect  lor  the  fi'.v  /<o/'ii/i,  for  he  knew  it  to  be  a  voice 
given  to  hasty  utterances  and  frequent  rontrailictions.  \'et  on  the  ullimate 
sound  judgment  of  the  jiedple  he  always  relied.  I  lis  own  speeches  and  ads,  so 
far  as  they  were  shaped  to  gain  popular  approbation,  sought  to  apjieal  to  the 
calm  impartiality  of  future  years,  rather  than  to  the  exciied  p.issions  of  the 
passing  hour.  \\'lien  revising  his  S])eeches,  he  wuuld  say  of  seme  exj)ressi(>n 
which  he  was  warned  would  subject  him  to  attack,  '  Well,  1  think  that  will 
stand.' 

"  Whenever  be  jM-epared  an  address  or  public  conimunication  at  home,  he 
liked  to  read  it  aloud  t(}  Mrs.  Seward  ;  and  though  her  suggested  corrections 
were  not  frccjuent,  they  were  usually  in  reference  io  some  point  of  taste,  or 
principle  that  connneiidcd  itself  to  his  judgment.  \\'hen  away  from  home,  he 
Would  in  like  ni. inner  read  to  smne  intimale  friend.  In  this  case  it  was  ]ierhaps 
not  only  fi)r  the  s.ike  of  criticism,  but  f^r  the  suggcsti(uis  which  the  irocess  of 
reading  aloud  would  make  to  his  ou  n  mind. 

"  He  was  not  sensitive  to  the  attacks  of  oj)posing  ncws|iapers,  and  so  far  from 
being  galled  by  them,  generally  made  them  the  subjei  1  of  pleasant  remark 
'  The  newspaper  will  have  the  last  word,'  he  used  to  say  ;  '  and  it  is  not  seeking 
for  truth,  but  for  triumph.'  I'ndeserved  abuse  he  always  believed  would,  in  the 
long  run,  injure  its  auilior  more  than  its  object.  Misapjirehension  by  friends  he 
would  endeavor  to  correct  by  kmdly  word  or  letter;  but  he  would  not  allow 
himself  to  be  drawn   into  a  controversary  with  either  friend  or  foe  on  merely 
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jH'lS'iii.il  nri)iiii(ls.  lie  lii;lilly  t->t((in(il  llic  v.iliic  i.l  |icrs<>ii;ililiis  iis  .1  \\tM|)cin 
utCiiliiT  (iH'cihc  111  (It'lciii  (•  ill  |iiiliii(  m1  wart.irc,  liiii  .iildicsscd  liiiiisill  lo  tlic 
liHsisurc  01  |)i  UK  i|ilc  iiiviiImiI.  lit  liclicvcil  llu'  piililir  wuiilcl  mil)'  lake  l.isliiij; 
iiilfifst  in  iiucstioiis  111. It  ( iiiK  (11  ed  tlicii  ii\mi  «<I|.iic.  WIi.iUmi  itiiiiiiniiry 
liiisliikcs  llicy  ini^lit  l.ill  into  almtit  iiicli\  idii.ils,  llicii  (.iliiu'i  jiid^iiiciil  wmild 
soolifl'  (ir  l.iti-r  imxliry.  Ilis  iiii|m'iIih  luinlil)  iiiid(i  sik  h  allai  ks  w.is  ml  ihc 
fniit  of  stolid  iiidiHcit'iii  >',  I'lit  i.iilu  1  ul  tlwu  ('i|tiaiiiiiilty  u  illi  ulm  li  duc  lisicns 
to  liiisly  words  tli:it  lie  kiiou^  "ill  .illciw.iid  lie  n-jjicticd 

"Not  lllifrci|iii'lillv  Ins  li  ii'iids  lliiiiij;lil  Iniii  too  Iriiiciil  III  jiiilj;iiifiil  wlicii  lie 
fxciiscd  Ilis  iidvcis.ii  ics  |iy  cNiilaiiiiiij;  llu'  innhaliU'  inolivcs  or  iiidiu  ciir'IiIs  tlii'y 
liad  for  a|i|)ar<-iilly  iiinli(  imis  a(  Is.  IMagiiaiiitiiil)  is  :i  trail  dilli(  nil  ol  a|>|irc 
(  lalioii  by  tliosf  who  do  nol  |iipsm".s  it.  W  illi  llii-  iniaii  it  |i,i'.srs  loi  incainifss  ; 
l>y  tlie  timid  it  is  as(  1  ilicd  to  < dwaiilKc  ;  l>v  the  <  iinniii^,  to  scllisli  design  It 
was  ollcn  liidi<  roiis  to  sir  w  li.il  ninlivcs  wiir  as(  rilxil  lo  liilii  ii)  Ids  i>|i|ioii('i.ts, 
and  how  iiij;i'nioiisl\  tln-y  would  iiinlcrlakr  to  |iidvc  Ins  a(  Is  to  lie  llu'  sik  < fssive 
steps  of  soiiK.'  d((|i  lai<l  scliinif  ;  when,  in  reality,  they  wiic  the  nalnial  Itiiil  ol 
Sonic  i;i'nfrons  ini|iulsi'  or  slraij;hllorward  sense  ol  diilv. 

" 'I'ritles  are  olleii  the  best,  liecaiise  the  most  nii|iienieditale<l  ilhislialions  of 
character.  Ills  love  ot  cleeisioii,  breadth,  .ind  viL;oriiiis  eiieiuy,  in  all  things, 
showed  itself  in  the  delails  of  dad\  life.  I  le  liked  a  laii;e  hoii.se,  and  jileiity  ol 
peopli'  in  it  ;  .1  L;o(id  liic,  and  a  l.ni;e  l.iiniU  (in  le  loiind  it  ;  a  tnll  lalile,  slioiij; 
I  oilee,  and  the  dishes  '  hot  ,ind  sweet  and  nii  e.'  lie  pre  I  erred  loiif;  rides,  loii^ 
and  f.itif^iiiiif,'  w.ilks,  bathiiif;  in  (old  water  or  slronn  snil,  workiiif;  steadily  lor 
hours,  and  even  taking;  rei  re.il  mn  wilii  deleniiiii.il  loii  and  |ieisevei.iiK  c  No 
one  ever  s.iw  him  listless,  or  (■oinplaining  of  I'liinii.  Ills  h.iliils  of  lite  were  in 
lilei.il  (oinpli.iiKc  with  the  injiniction,  '  Whaisoevcr  thy  hand  lindelh  to  do,  do 
it  Willi  lliv  miLilil.' 


"  III  his  arffiimcnt  on  the  preliminary  trial  in  refereiK  e  to  I'leeinan's  iiisanily 
(in  the  l.inious  nej^ro  arr,iii;iinieiil  lor  murder  i,  he  made  allusion  to  the  feel; ng 
wlii(  h  hid  been  kindled  ai^.nnsl  him  loi  Ins  lidehU'  in  a  ( .nise  where  he  was 
doomed  to  deteal  : 

"  '  III  due  lime,  ^enlleiiKUi  ot  the  jiii),  when  I  sh,ill  h.ive  p.iid  the  debt  of 
N.ilnre,  my  remains  will  rest  here  in  your  midsl,  willi  those  ol  ni\  kindieil  and 
licif^hbois.  it  IS  very  possible  they  ni.iy  be  nnhonoured,  iief;le(  led,  spurned  ! 
liiil,  perhaps,  years  hence,  when  the  passion  and  CNcitemen!  wliii  h  now  agitate 
this  coniniunity  shall  ha\e  passed  aw. iv,  some  wanderinj,'  sli'.iiij;er,  s^  imc  juiii' 
«;\ile,  some  Indian,  some  neuro,  m.iy  ere(  I  over  them  an  humble  sloiie,  and 
thereon  this  epitaph,  "  lie  w.is  lailhlnl  '  " 

"  More  than  a  ipiarler  of  a  (  i-nliiiv  has  passed  since  these  |)ainliil  scenes. 
Jiidj^e  and  culprit,  prosecutor  .nicl  delemler,  .ill  li.ive  j^olie  loj;elher  to  their  loin; 
ac  count.       The   |i,ission    ,iiid    excitement  wliic  h   ajjilaleil   the  cominiinity  at    th.it 
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hour  liMvo  loii^  since  passed  .nviy,  ami  lit;  Ikuii  wIkhii  lliis  ;i|)|)(m1  wiis  wrmig 
sleeps  pe.K  eliilly  in  llicir  niiilsl,  nut  nnlmniPied  or  ne)^lfcle<l,  lor  no  day  p;isses 
lii.il  Ins  nr.ive  is  nol  Msiicd  liy  Kvcienl  lie.nis,  or  strewed  with  llowers  Iiy  luvnijj 
hands.      ( )n  tin-  ni  nlilc  al)ip\'e  him  is  <  ai\ed  Ihc  epilaph  nl   his  >  hua  e  : 

■"lie  was  laithfiil.'  " 
I'lxlrails  Iroin  his  "  lale  and  l.clicrs,"  by  his  son,  I'uiniun  K  \V.  Si.uakd. 
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HORATIO    Si;\>i()rR 

His  I.ifi-  Ainnii};  Ili^  Xcifjlibois. 
Ill  Minionam 

1  loratio  Soynmur. 
Horn  at  I'lmipcy  Hill,  '  MiniKlnj^a 
Cminly,  New  Vdik,  M.i\  ji,  iSio. 

Man  U'd  Mary  IJlcfckoi,  ilaiii;lili.T 
of  Jiiliii  K.  ItleucUcr,  anil  lli'lly  Uai- 
loy  I. inn.  al  Alliany,  May   ;i,  iS.iS- 

]>\vd  al  I  lica.  N.  \'..  al  ihu  rcsi- 
ilt-nif  of  liis  .si>ti.T,  .Mr>.  Kiiscoc 
•  'onUlini,',  on  llie  evening'  of  liiday, 
IVliiuary  12,  |SS6. 
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"Ten  years  ;igo  in d.iy  tlie  sluulow  dt"  a  great  surruw  fell  over  our  city  and 
s])rca(l  rapidly  tliroiioli  the  hlate  ami  the  entire  country  as  the  sad  intelligence 
was  Hashed  over  the  wires  that  finvernor  Seymour  had  lueatlied  his  last. 

"  Here  in  his  own  home  where  he  hail  li\ed  as  a  country  genllenuui  and 
private  citizen  lor  many  ye  ns  tlie  loss  was  felt  as  a  i)ersonal  one  by  young  and 
old,  high  and  liw,  i  i(  li  and  poor;  and  as  the  message  jtassed  from  friend  to 
friend,  'the  riovernur  is  drad,'  on  lliat  evening  in  February,  a  hnsli  and  silence 
])ervaded  tlie  streets  and  ihorought'ares  where  his  ligure  had  been  a  familiar  one, 
as  it  was  slowly  realized  that  the  beautiful,  kindly  face  «vas  gone  from  ns  forever. 

"  Rarelv  has  a  man  so  long  in  public  life  been  honored  with  more  noble,  ap- 
]irec.iative  tributes  to  his  menu:;  ;.  'I'hey  were  the  nvw  excellent  from  the  fact 
that  they  were  nut  all  entirely  eulogistic.  Many  of  the  men  who  wr^ie  them 
dilTered  tar  too  widely  and  honestly  from  him  to  pour  forth  only  pi.nse.  \  il  all 
united  in  expressing  their  admiration  fur  his  high,  nnsidlied  charac  ler  and  his 
ability  as  a  statesman  and  jiublicist.  While  the  .Amerit  an  press  thus  ac  corded 
him  such  just  jiraise  the  foreign  joinuials  were  not  silmil,  .nul  fiiim  llie  London 
Times  of  February  i6th,  i,SS6,  the  following  beautiful  notice  is  taken: 

"'Horatio  .Seymotu',  whose  death  h.is  been  annouiued  from  his  rur.il  home 
in  the  centre  of  New  Wirk  Slali'.  was  perh,i]is  the  best  belii\ed  man  in  .\merica. 
In  the  race  for  power  in  the  field  of  achieveineni  he  was  easily  outshone  by 
others,  but  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  at  least  il  w.is  true  that  the  iinne  of 
no  other  .American  couM  so  surely  tom  h  tin-  <  liMid  of  popular  I'eeling  and  enthu- 
siasm all  over  the  country. 

"  '  With  but  few  exceptions  be  w.is  the  best  of  .\meri(  an  orators,  and  was 
without  any  excepli'in  whatever,  the  kindliest,  most  allrai  live  and  valued  of 
.American  publicists      alike  in  his  ulterances  and  his  iiersnn.ilil)-. 
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"  '  Mis  private  life  was  so  bcncficeiil,  so  gracious  in  all  his  aspects,  that  tl)f 
whole  country  came  to  know  of  it  and  to  take  pride  in  it  as  exemplifying  the 
very  highest  qualities  of  an  American  gentleman. 

"  '  Death  has  of  late  dealt  unsparingly  with.  American  notables,  hul  there  has 
been  no  other  loss  in  recent  years  whieli  lias  occasioned  one  tithe  of  the  genuine 
mourning,  or  evoked  one  tithe  of  the  heartfelt  eulogies  u  iiich  will  be  called  forth 
by  the  death  of  Horatio  yeymour.' 

"  While  su(  h  able  pens  have  sketched  his  life  as  a  statesman,  it  has  seemed  as 
though  his  true  greatness  in  all  the  little  things  of  life—if  there  be  any  little 
things  with  flod—the  kindly  generous  acts  and  deeds  which  made  up  such  a 
large  part  of  his  daily  life,  might  well  deserve  more  than  a  i)assing  notice;  and 
it  is  to  record  these  gentle  lovable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  go  so  lar 
toward  the  making  of  a  great  character,  to  depict  him  as  a  friend  and  neiuhb,.r 
in  his  intercourse  with  his  townsmen  in  I'tica  and  Deerfield,  that  these  words 
are  written. 

"  Horatio  .Seymour  was  the  oldest  son  of  Henry  Seymour  and  Mary  I.edyard 
Forinan,  his  wife.  Both  were  unusually  handsome,  striking  looking  people,  and 
It  IS  not  claiming  too  much  to  assert  that  very  rarely  does  one  see  such  remark- 
ably fme  types  of  physical  beauty,  combined  with  the  high-bred  courti-vof 
mar-ier  which  always  marks  the  true  gentleman  and  gentlewoman,  as  were  mani- 
fested in  the  family  of  sons  and  daughters  born  to  them.  Mrs.  Rutger  li.  Miller, 
Horatio  Seymour,  Mrs.  ICdward  F.  Shonnard,  John  F.  Seymour,  Mrs.  l.edyanl 
laucklaen  and  .Mrs.  Roscoe  Conkling  formed  a  family  circle  the  eye  might  well 
delight  to  dwell  on  with  pride  and  jileasure. 

"Horatio  Seymour  added  to  his  handsome  face  a  gracefid,  soldierly  carriage, 
with  a  head  well  set  on  Ins  shoulders.  He  walked  remarkably  well  and  rapidly 
—moving  without  appaivni  elTort  or  motion  as  a  man  who  loved  to  walk,  which 
truly  he  did,  and  in  his  younger  days  he  was  a  most  graceful  dancer.  Kveii 
when  a  young  boy  his  face  was  strikingly  be.niiiful—' just  like  a  sunbeam,'  said 
his  friend  aiul  neighbor,  David  Gray,  of  .Marcy,  who  was  his  schoolmate  au<l 
:,lways  remembered  how  handsome  his  'chum'  could  look  when  raring  and 
jumping  in  schoolboy  frolics.  Time  and  cultivation  and  'thought,  which  is 
always  carving  uur  feattnes,'  couhl  but  add  to  the  natural  gifts  of  face  and  man 
ner  nntd  they  had  formed  a  countenance  never  to  be  forgotten.  However 
strongly  people  might  differ  from  him  on  political  or  religious  subjects,  few 
coul.l  resist  the  winning  charm  of  his  appearance  or  fail  to  be  impressed  with 
ins  thoughtful,  intelligent  gras|>  of  all  living  topi<  s  of  the  dav.  It  was  this  uni- 
versality of  interesi  that  brought  him  so  closely  to  the  people. 
"  With  the  statesmen  of  his  time  he  ranked  a  ])eer. 

"  In  the  councils  of  his  chinch,  where  he  represented  his  luirish  and  diocese 
for  many  years,  he  was  always  a  striking  (Igiire,  aiul  delighted  to  devote  to  its 
service  much  of  the  best  of  his  time  and  talents.  The  bishops  an<l  clergy  were 
among  his  most  valued  friends  unio  his  life's  end  ;  and  the  words  and  petitions 
of  the  beautiful   Liturgy  were  as  familiar  as  household  words  to  him,  springing 
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iiiibitldcn  to  liis  lips  in  lumrs  of  wi';iluu'ss  ;iii(l  siiU'i'iing  and  strengthening  linn 
with  their  heavenly  comfort.  With  the  farmers  and  settlers  aronnd  him  he  de- 
lighted to  conver-.e  and  to  exi  hange  his  theoreli<'al  for  their  jiractical  knowledge 
— and  the  '  Deerfield  Farmer'  ».is  proud  of  his  title,  although  he  thought  the 
oflice  of  R(jad  Master,  to  whi<h  he  was  afterward  apjioinied,  a  very  high  and 
e.\alte<l  one. 

"As  the  lirst  I'residenI  (jf  the  Oneida  Historical  Societ)  he  infused  something 
of  his  own  deep  interest  and  eniliusiasm  into  its  memhirs,  and  wilh  what  keen 
delight  would  he  have  witnessed  the  forming  of  our  various  palriotic  socielies 
lor  lioth  men  and  women  to  honor  and  conmiemorate  the  deeds  ol  our  brave, 
heroic  forefathers. 

"  No  coinitry  (.ni  be  truly  great  that  forgets  and  neglects  its  past  history,  We 
owe  it  to  the  dead  to  remember  their  virtues,  and  wiieii  wrong  h.is  been  done  we 
can  learn  from  the  [last  to  avoid  its  errors  and  nnslakes.  History  should  not  lie 
merely  glorification  ;  it  should  record  the  truth  and  thus  allow  the  past  to  in- 
struct the  present  in  well  doing  when  possible  and  in  acknowledging  faults  and 
failures. 

"  His  great  love  of  flowers  and  plants  was  inherited  from  his  mother,  whose 
botanical  knowledge  w.is  lemarkable  in  its  day;  the  trees  and  shrubs  of  lleld 
and  moor  j^ave  hun  an  nitense  interest  in  <  ounlry  life.  A  walk  or  diive  with 
him  across  the  '  I'lals'  was  to  have  your  attention  attracted  to  all  the  various 
forms  of  growth  of  leaf  and  (lowers.  He  knew  the  spot  to  look  for  the  earliest 
hepalica  and  blood  roots;  and  all  the  wild  llowers  of  his  farm  were  as  well 
known  to  him  as  the  fates  of  his  neighbors,  liis  fa\<Jiite  mi(  ids((i]ie  was  kept 
ready  for  use  on  his  table  when  spe(  inien  after  spe<  imen  would  be  examined 
with  the  keenest  )iUisure.  (ieology,  astronomy,  meteorology,  all  c.nnc  w  itliin 
the  S(  o|)e  of  his  ai  live  mind,  lie  was  always  a  student  in  Dame  Nature's 
school,  and  had  a  rare  facully  of  <-onveising  instructively  anil  delighlhilly  on  all 
these  themes. 

"The  approach  to  the  Heiilield  I'.irm — 'fllen  Davie  '  as  it  u  as  sometimes 
called  -was  through  a  jiictun^'jue  lane  where  he  had  ])lanted  a  row  of  the  tam- 
arack trees  of  which  he  was  so  fi.nd,  both  in  their  exijiiisite  tints  of  tender  green 
in  the  early  spring,  and  In  llie  golden  glory  of  their  autumnal  prime.  Tliey 
stand  to-day  a  luing  monunieiii  to  his  memory. 

"This  lane  led  away  from  the  river  road,  and  it  was  not  until  a  bold  sweep 
of  the  carriage  drive  had  been  |)assed  that  the  full  beauty  of  the  site  of  his  house 
and  the  wide  expanse  of  the  Mohawk  valley  broke  upon  the  eye.  The  lertile 
fields  sloping  down  to  the  river,  dotted  with  magnificent  elms,  the  city  of  I'tica 
half  hidden  in  its  trees,  the  line  of  southern  hills  rising  grandly  in  the  distance, 
the  occasional  gleam  of  tht  :  er  as  it  curved  and  doubled  on  itself  ihnnigh  the 
rich  Hals,  what  a  noble  pr<iS|,ect  it  was  at  all  seasons  of  the  \ear,  m  Med  time 
and  harvest,  eipiallv  beautiful. 

"'I  am  inclined  to  think  our  winter  landscapes  are  as  lint!  as  our  summer 
ones,'  he  observed  on  a  brilliant  winter's  day.      '  We  now  gel  such  a  perlet  t  idea 
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of  the  beauty  ul  outline  in  our  large  elm  and  maple  trees.     Every  brandi  and 
tuig  stands  out  in   perfect  relief  against  the  intense  blue  of  the  sky,  and  when 
the  siniset  lights  up  the  crowns  and  boles  of  these  giants,  they  are  indei-d  trees 
of  glory.      I  always  feel  like  taking  off  my  hat  to  these  supcrli  elms.      ihey  in 
spire  me  with  a  feeling  that  amounts  to  reverence.' 

"An  enormous  bla<:k  cherry  that  stood  for  many  years  in  front  of  his  house 
was  at  all  seasons  a  source  of  delight  and  interest ;  it  held  the  enormous  antlers 
of  tlie  moose  he   had  shot  in   the  Adirundacks ;   it  was  the  nesting  spot  of  iii- 
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numerable  l)irds  and  on  its  bark  he  loved  in  winter  to  hang  little  baskets  with 
lard  and  suet  for  the  chickadees  and  nut  hate  lies  to  feed  upon,  listening  with 
pleasure  to  their  cheery  cliatlermg  in  return.  It  was  like  the  Icj.ss  of  a  triend 
when  a  severe  storm  laid  it  pmstrate  and  its  beauty  was  gone  forever.  '  How  is 
the  mighty  (alien, '  was  his  ejaculation  ;  '  it  is  as  though  the  King  of  the  forest 
had  been  laid  low.' 

"An  iie  storm  that  coaled  the  trees  with  glistening  diamonds,  tiie  occasional 
'  rune  '  on  the  fine  evergreen  and  other  f(;liage  shrubs  around  the  place  aroused 
his  enthusiasm  to  tiie  highest  jiitch  and  on  a  ( uld  u  inter's  iiighi  the  whole  house- 
hold was  aroused  to  see  the  ni'ii^a  of  light  Heecy  snow  on  the  rounded  tops  (,f 
the  apple  trees  near  the  house.  The  moon  broke  suddenly  lhr<iugh  the  ch-uds 
and  tii)ped  each  bram  h  and  spray  with  silvery  sheen  ;  and  the  ore  hard  looked 
as  though  in  fullest  bloom.  •  What  a  world  of  beauty  we  live  in,  and  what  a 
shame  to  sleep  away  these  beautiful  nights  when  there  is  so  much  to  enjoy  ;  but, 
(and  here  came  a  suspicions  twinkle  in  his  bright  brown  eyes),  I  am  beginning 
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to  ft-'t'l  a  little  slet'i)}'  myself,  and  1  want  you  all  to  slay  uii  ami  enjoy  it,  and  tell 
me  about  it  in  the  morning,' 

"  He  was  no  horseman  ;  his  slow  plodding  steeds  and  old  fashioned  eoinitry 
wagons  were  apt  to  excile  Inunorous  ( omments  from  the  travelers  on  the  country 
roail  from  neerfiek!  to  L'tiea,  where  they  were  such  tamdiar  objects.  His  prog- 
ress was  sure  to  be  a  slow  one,  for  he  was  perpetually  stojjping  to  exihange  greet- 
ings with  his  neighbors  or  '  to  gi\e  them  a  lilt'  to  town,  or  to  do  anything  to 
help  his  fellow  man  in  tlie  little  matters  of  friendly  accommodation.  Of  'uni- 
versal philanthropy  '  he  had  no  (jpinion,  but  his  heart  was  overllowiiig  with  the 
kindly  spirit  which  proinptecl  to  deeds  of  triendliness  and  charily  in  daily  lile. 

"  '  'I'his  man  makes  me  ashamed  of  myself,'  said  Selh  Cireen,  the  iiuied  I'ish 
Coiumissioner  of  the  stale,  who  had  been  slaying  with  him  for  a  few  days. 
'  .\s  we  rode  over  to  town  the  dovernor  had  a  jjleasant  word  for  everv  man, 
woman  and  child  we  met  on  the  road,  and  olTered  to  give  halt'  the  town  ot 
Ueerlleld  a  '  ride  in  his  carriage  !  ' 

"  What  a  vehii  le  that  was  !  A  hiw  swinging  rockaway  or  Jersey  milk  carl, 
as  it  was  often  jestingly  called  ;  with  the  (lovernor  driving  '  old  linuu)-  '  from 
the  back  seat,  aiul  the  front  of  the  carriage  filled  in  with  baskets  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  to  give  away  en  rmile. 

"  His  apple  orchard  was  filled  with  the  early  varieties,  and  was  of  (unrse 
often  visited  by  the  boys  of  the  neighborhood.  On  one  occasicjii  the  ("lovernor 
strolling  through  his  grounds  on  a  Snnd.iy  at'lernoon,  came  upon  a  large  ])arty 
of  small  boys  busily  helping  themsehcs  to  tlie  best  on  the  trees.  '  Now,  boys,' 
said  he,  'you  must  hurry  and  till  your  bags;  a  very  cniss  old  gentleman  lives 
up  the  hill,  and  if  he  c. itches  you  there  will  be  trouble.  1  ddii't  know  what  he 
wonhbi't  do  to  you,  but  if  you  hurry  away  now  and  don't  come  ba(  k  1  will 
jiromise  not  lo  tell.'  And  so  helping  them  to  fill  the  bags  he  hurried  them  off, 
laughing  he.iriily  at  the  grim  jiicture  he  had  dr.iwn  of  himself. 

"  The  Sister's  of  (Iharity  of  Si.  Juhu's  came  with  a  party  of  orphans  one 
afternoon  and  asked  permission  to  picnic  in  his  woods,  a  short  distance  from  the 
house.  'I"he  (ioveinor  bi-ciine  so  interested  in  the  clean,  hearty,  happy-lo(jking 
children  that  he  sent  ol'f  ilirectly  to  town  for  ice  cream,  and  wdien  the  lime  for 
going  home  came  he  had  up  all  the  tarin  w.igons  and  hay  racks  and  gave  the 
children  su<  h  a  happy,  rollicking  h.iy  ride  they  had  never  even  dreamed  of  be- 
fore. From  that  time  on,  the  visit  of  St.  John's  orphans  became  an  aniuud 
affair,  lookeil  forward  to  with  as  nnieh  pleasure  by  the  host  as  by  the  ( liildren. 
and  on  the  d.iy  of  his  Innerd  no  nmre  gi'iiuine  mourners  were  jirtsenl  than  the 
good  sisters,  and  their  little  charges.  .As  the  proce.ssion  ])asse(l  the  .\sylum  on 
John  siroel.  the  children  were  drawn  up  in  line  on  the  outside  of  the  house, 
while  the  little  ones  were  grouped  in  the  windows  with  the  sisters — a  sorrowful 
group,  i).iying  this  tribute  of  respect  and  al'lection  to  one  who,  with  no  child  of 
his  own,  entered  so  fully  into  the  ])leasures  of  these  motherless  and  fatherless 
children. 

"  '  1   never  know  how  to  talk  to  children,'  he  once  said,  'but  I  let  them  talk 
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to  inc  and  find  great  i)lcasiiiL-  in  liiMrinj,'  tlicir  wise  luilc  sptrtlifs — so  full  of  in- 
experience and  pcrlect  conrnienic.' 

"  It  i.s  often  said  ilie  wiiuie  spirit  and  mind  of  a  man  will,  if  he  lias  ojjpor- 
tunity,  exi)ress  itself  in  llie  appninimenls  and  furnishings  of  his  house.  None 
loiild  deny  this  liiilli  after  a  \isil  of  a  few  hours  at  '  'I'lie  Farm.'  'I'lie  simple, 
iinprelending  rooms  were  filled  with  treasures  of  furnishing  unknown  to  any 
mere  '  Decorator  '  or  collector  of  bri( -a  brae.  Ivvery  (jiiaint  table  and  chair 
and  cluck  had  a  delhiile  meaning  and  a  slory  to  tell  of  patriotic  ownerslii|),  of 
laiiiily  history  and  association.  The  Dutch  vases  on  the  mantelpiece  were  re- 
minders of  the  Mappas.aiid  their  connection  with  the  Holland  Land  Company, 
Hishop  While's  chair  and  Daniel  Webster's  i  hair  Kunbined  bolli  church  antl 
state,  while  llie<|uaint,  many-paned  window  at  the  end  of  his  librai)  came  from 
Faneuil  Hall,  '{"he  beautiful  heavy  carvings  over  the  doors  were  bnnight  up 
trom  .Albany  and  rescued  from  destruction  when  one  of  the  oldesl  houses  was 
demolished.  'I'iie  spirit  of  irrmed  intelligent  simplicity  pervaded  the  whole 
house,  livery  nook  and  corner  held  SDinelhilig  of  interest  as  well  us  beauty, 
and  the  inanimate  pieces  of  furniture  were  the  outwanl  e.\pression  of  inward 
intellectual  taste  and  grace.  His  library  shelves  were  filled  with  books  of  state 
craft,  of  history,  both  local  and  general,  of  delightfully  illustrated  books  on 
botany,  trees,  birds,  insects,  fishes,  everything  that  pertained  to  the  wcjiulerful 
world  around  him.  'J'he  walls  of  this  room  presenled  a  somewhat  sombre  ap- 
liearaiice,  but  were  covered  with  framed  colonial  autograph  letters,  rare  jjrints 
of  Hogarth's,  Revolutionary  swords  and  canes,  Indian  arrow  heads,  tomahawks 
and  Hints,  old  fowling  pieces,  old  maps,  old  records  of  the  sale  of  slaves  from 
tlie  New  \'()rk  colony  to  the  colony  of  .Massachusetts,  '  in  the  name  of  Ciod  and 
the  Christian  Religion  '  in  1711.  The  huge  hospitable  fireplace  was  lined  with 
Dutch  tiles  and  crowned  wiih  a  coh  uial  manteliiiece,  with  fine  allegorical 
fii;ures  on  its  jianels.  ]'l\erything  bad  an  interest  and  a  value  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  stereotyped  library  of  much  greater  pretensions.  The  whole  house 
was  an  object  lesson  of  public  and  family  history,  yet  there  were  but  few  things 
tluTcin  that  were  not  within  the  reach  of  anyone  who  had  the  thought  to  ap- 
l)reciale  and  the  eye  to  behold  tlie  value  of  these  records  of  the  past. 

"  Here  he  and  Mrs.  Seymour  led  a  happy,  contented  life,  given  only  to  those 
of  relnu-d  tastes  in  the  country.  Mrs.  Seymour's  gracious  manners  were  those 
of  a  lady  of  the  olden  school,  while  her  ready  wit  and  (luickness  at  rejiartee 
made  her  an  agreealile  companion  at  the  fireside  as  well  as  at  the  more  imblic  re- 
ceptions. During  the  greater  part  of  ihe  year  an  evening  visitor  was  apt  to  find 
them  both  seated  around  the  bla/ing  fire  on  the  hearth  ( the  .Seymours  were  all 
fire  worshippers),  enjoying  a  game  of  cards  or  backgammon.  To  receive  the 
cordial  welcome  of  their  greeting  and  to  enjoy  the  i)leasure  of  a  soi  i.il  lumr 
with  them,  was  to  receive  a  lasting  imiiression  of  high  bred  simplicity  of  man- 
ner combined  with  rare  gifts  of  intellectual  interesting  conversation. 

•'  There  was  always  some  object  of  beauty  or  interest  to  be  shown  a'  !  infor 
mation  asked  for  in  return.      Tiiere  is  such  a  (juality  as  iniclligent  ignorance 
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ail  ignorance  that  seeks  to  be  fnlii;htene(l  and  iliat  draws  instrnction  from  all 
reliable  sources.  'I'luis  the  visitor  oflen  felt  that  he  had  conferred  as  well  as  re- 
ceived a  pleasure  never  to  be  forgotten  while  memory  holds  her  iwn. 

'•  There  was  a  (piiet  hnmor  about  Ciovernor  Seymour  that  was  irresistible,  and 
how  keenly  he  enjoyed  the  fun  and  frolic  inseparable  from  the  large  circle  of 
nieces  anil  nephews  who  surrounded  him  ;  he  was  always  a  most  welcome  addi- 
tion to  their  numbers  and  without  taking  any  very  active  part  was  a  dose  ob- 
server of  all  that  was  going  on  around  him,  taking  all  the  jests  in  excellent  part 
and  often  cpioting  them  wliiii  the  authors  had  furgotten  them. 

"  Perha])s  never  did  ("lovernor  Seymour's  striking  appearance  show  morejjrom- 
inently  than  at  the  time  of  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  (Cumberland  at 
Utica  in  September  of  1875.  The  opera  house  was  beautirnil)  decorated  wiili 
flags  and  (lowers,  and  the  l.irge  i)lalforin  built  over  the  stage  was  crowded  with 
noted  men  of  military  and  civil  fame.  Governor  Seymour  had  dined  with 
President  Ciraiit,  Cuiieral  Sherm.iii,  Cieneral  Hooker  and  others  at  Senator 
Coiikling's  and  declined  an  invitation  to  occnpv  a  seat  on  the  stage,  fearing  the 
fatigue  of  so  much  excitement.  lUit  the  ])residenl  and  generals  would  take  no 
refusal  and  ])r(iniised  he  should  not  be  asked  to  speak  ;  his  preseiu  e  they  in- 
sisted on  having. 

"The  scene  at  the  opera  house  was  most  insjiiring.  It  was  <  rowded  te)  the 
very  roof  and  as  the  distinguished  guests  and  officers  ai)[)eare(l  on  the  stage  the 
utmost  enthusiasm  prevailed,  ('luer  ui)on  cheer  arose  and  the  name  of  each  of 
the  great  men  was  called  out  with  deafening  afjplause.  Ciovernor  Si'\niour  tcjok 
advantage  of  the  tiirmuil  to  enter  quietly  aiul  seated  himself  well  in  the  back- 
ground, but  with  nu  avail.  He  was  too  well  known  and  tar  too  much  beloved 
to  pass  unnoticed  and  repeated  (  ries  of  '  Seymimr,  Seunoiir.'  compelled  him  to 
come  forward  and  acknowledge  the  comi}liinent,  looking  so  siileiiduil)-  well  and 
handsome  fnun  the  pleasure  and  excitement  that  he  well  diserved  the  verdict  of 
having  by  all  odds  the  finest  form  and  face  of  any  man  jircsent. 

"  '  Hrother  Horatio  carried  olf  all  the  honors,'  said  Mrs.  Conkling,  who  was 
watching  the  ]iroceedings  with  intense  interest  from  one  of  the  bo.xes.  '  1  was 
So  proud  of  him  and  the  generals  from  north  and  south  declared  it  was  worth 
coming  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  him.'  When  we  ricall  that  many  of  these 
men  had  been  bitterly  opposed  to  him  politically,  and  as  some  of  them  honestly 
confessed  had  formed  a  very  jioor  opinion  of  him  in  every  other  way,  the  power 
of  his  personality  is  brought  more  fully  into  prominence. 

"  Still  another  ovation  was  to  greet  him  later  on  in  the  evening.  Colonel  O. 
J.  Waterman  was  the  eloquent  orator  of  the  occasion  and  when  the  ajiplaiise 
following  his  speech  had  subsided  cries  long  and  loud  arose  for  '  flraiit,  (Irant,' 
who  at  length  slowly  a.rose  from  his  chair  and  in  a  very  few  words  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  being  with  his  frie'iii^,  but  his  dislike  at  being  asked  to  speak  and 
his  diffidence  in  doing  so  ;  but  he  added  dryly,  and  iKjinting  to  General  Sher- 
man and  others,  '  there  are  those  who  are  not  troubled  with  any  of  this  sort  of 
diftiilence.'     (jeneral    Sherman,    General    Hooker   anil    General    Slocum    then 
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followL-d  ill  brief,  witty,  telling  speeches.  General  Sherman  was  especially 
hapjjy,  both  in  liis  hiinicirous  and  pathetic  allusions  which  followed  each  other  in 
a  rapid,  almost  breathless  succession  and  which  in  a  few  moments  electrified  the 
whole  audience.  General  Slocum  abounded  in  happy  alhisioiis  to  the  jiast  and 
the  present  and  then  once  more  arose  tiie  cries  of  '  Seymour,  Seymour,'  and  the 
Governor  was  compelled  to  come  forward.  Never  did  he  siieak  more  earnestly, 
more  beautifidly,  and  never  did  he  look  so  perlectly  the  statesman  and  the  ele- 
gant cultivated  man. 

"  After  alluding  to  the  embarrassment  he  felt  as  a  man  of  peace  in  addressing 
men  of  siu  h  soldierly  deeds,  he  turned  toward  the  president  and  bowing  courte- 
ously to  him,  continued,  -1  think  I  have  some  soldierly  Ir.iils  myself ;  at  all 
events,  General  Grant,  you  must  acknowledge  that  in  a  little  (oniest  you  and  I 
had  not  long  ago,  you  ran  a  great  deal  better  and  further  than  I  did.'  This  lell- 
ing  allusion  to  the  late  presidential  contest  between  the  two  men  bn.ugiit  down 
the  iionse  in  tumultuous  applause.  General  Grant,  though  convulsed  wiih 
laughter  (as  were  also  General  Sherman  aiul  General  Hooker  at  this  wiity  ccm- 
l)liment  and  luimorous  allusion  to  the  goveriKir's  defeat )  arose  and  bowed  his 
ackiiowledgmenis  to  the  graceful  speaker. 

"  The  (^.overnor  was  not  always  a  fluent  talker.  Unless  tlie  subject  interested 
him  he  would  sit  in  a  dreamy  silence,  ai-,1  was  ofuui  a  failure  at  a  dinner,  where 
he  could  not  '  talk  to  order.'  Nor  was  he  always  a  good  listener  to  the  conver- 
sation of  others,  and  was  apt  to  break  the  thread  of  discourse  by  irrelevant  re- 
m.irks,  often  giving  offence,  as  when  a  pompous  ix.litician  was  expounding  Ids 
views  at  .some  length  he  wickedly  played  with  a  frolicsome  kitten  on  the  carpet 
and  allowed  all  the  arrows  aimed  at  him  to  fall  harmlessly  on  the  ground.  lint 
let  the  topic  inlerest  him  and  he  would  give  to  the  humblest  man  his  earnest  at- 
tention in  both  listening  and  responding. 

"He  was  constitutionally  prone  to  attacks  of  severe  dejiression  which  ren- 
dered him  negligent  of  ordinary  social  duties  and  observances.  His  friends  were 
often  offended  at  his  failure  to  present  himself  at  the  proper  hour  after  accepting 
their  invitations,  and  as  equally  propitiated  and  delighted  by  his  sudden  appear- 
ance at  unexpected  .seasons,  in  happiest  mood  for  conversing  and  (harming  a 
whole  circle  of  people. 

"Among  the  many  beautiful  tributes  to  Governor  Seymour  none  were  moie 
just  anil  appreciative  than  that  written  by  Rev.  James  Bolles,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  It  is  not  all  praise  ;  he  recognized  the  weak  points  in  his  character  and 
gave  the  full  justice  to  his  strong  qualities.  After  enumerating  the  many  qual- 
ifications he  had  for  making  a  successful  clergyman,  he  concluded  with  this  de- 
lightful sentence,  'and  he  would  have  made  a  splendid  Vicar  of  Wakefield.' 
This  irresistibly  recalls  the  testimony  of  his  Military  Secretary,  Colonel  William 
Kidd,  of  Albany,  who  saw  him  in  daily  intercourse  with  all  classes  and  coiidi- 
tions  of  men  and  writes  as  follows  of  his  former  chief:  '  If  Governor  Seymour 
had  a  weakness  it  was  in  believing  every  man  was  as  hoi.est  as  himself  until 
their  actions  convinced  him  to  the  contrary;   in  this  way  he  was  frequently  im- 
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posed  upon  hy  undeserving  persons  lo  whom  lie  gave  appointments  whose  con- 
duct became  a  source  ot' embarrassnieiit  to  him  afterward.  His  kindness  and 
charity  were  beyond  measure.  1  was  his  abnoner  to  tliose  wlio  appbed  at  the 
executive  office  and  know  how  freely  he  gave,  especially  to  the  families  of  con- 
victs or  i)ersons  applying  for  pardons  for  their  relatives.  He  gave  st.ict  oriiers 
they  sliould  never  be  refused  at  cess  to  him.  Many  of  them  were  taken  over  to 
his  house  by  a  messenger  for  food  and  rest  and  were  there  provided  witii  tickets 
or  passes  home.  1  truly  think  that,  including  subscriptions  to  entertainments, 
etc,  the.se  charities  absorbed  nearly  all  his  salary.  He  was  a])t  to  be  a  victim 
to  all  collectors  of  subscriptions  and  scliemers,  and  could  never  be  trusted  for 
one  moment  to  contend  with  a  book  agent. 

"  While  most  thoroughly  appreciating  refinement  of  manner  and  feeling 
wherever  he  met  it,  he  had  no  sympathy  with  pompous  pretensicui  to  rank  and 
family  based  upon  mere  pride  of  wealth  anil  so  la lied  '  position  '  and  some  of 
his  keenest  shafts  of  irony  were  aimed  at  these  follies. 

"  On  being  tokl  that  in  a  neighboring  town  it  was  absolutely  recpiired  to  keep 
horses  and  carriage  and  live  in  a  certain  street,  if  social  position  was  in  be  main- 
tained, he  rejjlied  very  blandly,  'Ah,  is  it  jwissible?  In  Utica  if  is  iJilTerent ; 
you  may  live  where  you  please,  but  you  must  keep  a  cow.  Mrs.  .Seymour  and  I 
have  set  uj)  ours.' 

"  Who  shall  attempt  to  emmierale  or  describe  his  deeds  of  neighborly  kind- 
ness, the  thous.iiul  and  one  ways  his  heart  devised  to  help  his  fellownien.  To 
this  day  you  have  but  to  mention  his  name  and  you  toiu.h  a  well  spring  of  grate- 
ful acknowleiiginents  from  those  he  had  helped  anil  who  after  the  lapse  of  so 
many  years  hold  his  name  in  loving  memory. 

"A  story  he  was  fond  of  telling  to  illustrate  the  terrible  lack  of  courteous 
treatment  among  our  native  Americans  was  (juite  irresistible  in  its  way.  A  poor 
("ii-rman  had  moved  into  the  neighborhood,  out  of  work  and  not  able  to  speak  a 
word  of  I'.nglish.  ("lovernor  Seymour  sjjoke  no  foreign  tongue,  but  his  warm 
heart  understood  all  languages,  ami  he  ga\e  the  man  speedy  relief  from  present 
needs  and  secured  him  work.  The  Cierman's  gratitude  knew  no  bounds  and 
whenever  he  saw  the  dear  old  (lOvernor  driving  along  the  river  road  in  the  Jer- 
sey cart  he  would  draw  himself  up  on  llie  side  of  the  road,  and  bowing  ])ro- 
fo\mdly,  almost  to  the  ground,  staiumer  out:  'Hullo,  flofernor  Seymours; 
Hullo,  Sirs  I  '  '  Now,'  said  the  (iciveruor,  '  that  was  the  only  salutatiun  between 
man  and  man  lie  ever  heard  and  he  supposed  it  to  lie  our  customary  greeting. 
\Vhat  he  will  do  wlien  he  discovers  it  is  not  oiu'  best  form,  I  don't  know.  1 
tii'uible  to  think  of  it,  for  his  outward  gesture  and  tone  of  voice  is  so  ])rofoinHlly 
respectfid  and  so  illy  suited  to  his  form  of  speech.  I  really  nuist  break  it  tu  him 
gently  some  day,'  and  he  would  laugh  must  heartily  at  the  imiiendiug  catas- 
trophe. 

"A  black  woman  who  had  come  from  New  Jersey  with  his  mother  when  a 
young  girl,  and  had  lived  a  slave  and  afterward  a  free  woman  in  her  liouse  for 
many  years  was  aided  and  befriendcil  by  the  Governor  when  rendered  helpless 
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by  the  infirnmifs  of  jeais.  \\„nl  was  lliuilly  sent  lo  liim  of  ht,-  dcutli  at  a  very 
advan.cl  a«L-  at  ( )swet;u.  lie  telt-giaplinl  |,i.,m|.lly:  'Have  Vu,|.  |,n,|,eily 
bmial  aii.l  hfii.l  me  the  bill.'  Some  da-  alle.wanl  lie  drove  over  to  Utiea  in 
his  very  imorest  wagon,  drawn  liy  the  sorriest  of  steeds.  '  Has  any  spec  iai  mis- 
f(.rt,mc  befallen  yon  ?  '  he  was  asked.  •  Well.  yes.  1  have  luui  such  a  bill  sent 
n.e  tor  Vinlefs  funeral  I  .-an  .scarcely  allord  lo  keep  up  even  this  appearance 
niu.  h  longer.'  All  the  darkeys  in  ( ).sweg..  ha.l  taken  a  rule  at  his  expense,  and 
llie  (unction  was  heralded  as  •  Covernor  Seymour's  funeral,' and  most  regally 
<lid  they  honor  his  memory  by  riding  in  his  <  hariots  ! 

"lie  was  an  enthusiastic  lover  and  admirer  of  the  great  Norihern  W  ilderness, 
with  Its  lakes  aii.l  streams  and  trackless  forests,  and  detected  «ith  the  .luick  eye 
of  a  landscape  painter  all  the  beautiful  play  of  lighi  and  shade,  the  slill  refiec- 
tions  in  the  .piiet  waters,  the  won.lerful,  en.lless  variely  of  color  and  form  of 
f..hage,  the  clear,  brilliant  atnu.sphere,  the  endless  per.spe.tive  of  m.mnlamsaml 
hills,  hohlmg  all  the  wt.nderful  colors  of  sunlight  and  mo.,n!ight  in  their  caverns 
and  crevices.  It  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  drew  (,r  painteil  a  line,  but  no  man  ever 
appreciated  m.jre  fully  the  power  of  pencil  and  brush.  ■  \-,,u  mav  write  (,r  de- 
scribe an  object  at  length,  but  three  .skillful  strokes  <,f  a  pencil  ai.,i  the  thing 
stands  before  you.' 

"  He  was  not  a  good  shot  as  a  sportsman,  though  he  brought  <lown  a  deer  oc- 
casionally, and  most  bitterly  did  he  deplore  their  wholesale  slaughter  in  the 
Adirondacks.  In  the  e.vcitemenl  of  the  chase  he  could  kill  one,  but  his  anger 
was  raise.1  to  its  highest  pitch  at  the  idea  of  lloating  for  deer,  of  alluring  one 
of  the  beautiful  creatures  to  swim  confidingly  up  to  your  boat,  dazzled  by  the 
bright  light,  and  then  in  cold  blood  to  plunge  a  knife  into  its  throat.  '  What 
was  the  thing  that  pleased  you  most  in  the  woods?  '  was  once  asked  him.  'A 
doe  and  two  nearly  grown  fawns  feeding  on  the  lily  pads  at  a  sprii,g  lu,le  clo.se 
by  the  lake.'  'Did  you  fire  at  them?'  The  hie  Hashed  from  his  eyes  as  he 
said  hotly  :    '  No,  1  .li.j  not.      I  could  as  soon  have  fired  at  my  own  friends.' 

"Were  there  no  blemishes— no  faults  in  his  character?  Is  this  a  landscaj.e 
without  a  shadow  to  bring  out  the  full  beauty  of  the  sunlight?  He  was  a 
man  of  llesh  and  blood,  not  of  wood  or  stone,  ami  theref.)re  he  had  faults;  he 
was  a  man  of  head  and  heart,  but  head  and  heart  must  often  err  belore' the 
rounded  symmetrical  character  is  attained.  Ve;  even  his  failings  leaned  toward 
virtue's  side.  He  was  charged  with  being  miduly  cautious  when  boldness  was 
re.|uired  ;  those  who  di.sliked  him  called  this  caution  the  extreme  of  diplomacy 
or  w(,rse  still  a  lack  of  courage.  liut  a  nun  wh,,  walked  from  the  .S|  Nieholas 
Hotel  <lown  to  the  City  Hall  on  the  day  of  the  July  riots,  in  1864,  without  any 
guard  or  means  of  defence,  refusing  even  the  protection  of  a  carriage,  in  spite 
of  the  remonstrances  of  the  city  officials,  ,-an  never  be  accused  justly  with  lack 
of  courage  in  the  hour  of  nee.l,  and  his  bravery  called  forth  the  warmest  .idnn- 
ration  of  all  who  witnessed  it.  He  was  a  man  of  high  temper  when  (,nce 
aroused,  but  as  a  rule  held  it  well  under  control  ;  those  who  once  e.xperienceil 
his  anger  had  the  sensation   f,,rever  after  of  having  been  temporarily  struck  by 
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lightning.  He  was  cliargtd  witli  being  too  creilulous  and  aiding  the  undeserv- 
ing, and  of  rewarding,  not  punishing,  his  enemies;  of  being  a  bitter  partisan, 
a  Democrat  of  the  Democrats,  although  some  of  his  lifelong  friends  were  Re- 
publicans ;  of  being  too  entirely  devoted  to  the  Empire  State  to  llie  neglect  of  tlie 
Union.  His  far-seeing  judgment  could  never  be  limited  by  the  natural  or  po- 
litical boundaries  of  New  York,  and  his  most  glowing  eulogies  of  her  position 
and  the  wonderful  system  of  lakes  aiul  rivers  originateil  t"rom  his  grasp  of  tiie 
fact  that  she  was  thus  naturally  the  keystone  of  the  arcii  of  all  tiie  stales.  Read 
his  many  beautiful  addresses,  long  after  he  had  retired  from  jiolitics,  before  the 
ilil'ferent  historieal  societies  of  the  state  and  no  doubt  will  be  left  of  his  love  of 
the  whole  coiuitry.  If  New  York  came  first,  the  otlier  states  followed  closely 
after. 

"  \Vhat  wonder  is  it  this  man  was  so  greatly  beloved  ;  that  to  so  many  of  us 
there  is  a  lonely  feeling  as  we  tread  the  old  familiar  streets  where,  on  these 
bright  winter  afternoons,  his  face  was  seen  to  greet  us  on  his  way  to  his  office  on 
the  corner  of  Hroad  and  (lenesee  streets,  or  on  Wliitesboro  street,  where  tiie 
houses  of  three  different  members  of  his  family  were  like  homes  to  him,  and 
wiiere  his  coming  was  looked  for  as  part  of  the  ilaily  sunshine  of  life  !  ^Viiat 
wonder  that  the  spot  where  he  rests  at  peace  in  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  is  thronged 
with  people  on  any  pleasant  holiday  afternoon,  an.xious  to  pay  their  loving  trib- 
ute to  one  who  in  life  was  so  truly  their  friend  ! 

"  The  River  road  and  '  The  ['"arm  '  are  as  beautiful  as  ever,  but  the  spirit  of 
the  plaee  has  fled.  The  winter  sinishine  jiours  a  golden  iloml  through  the  windows 
as  in  days  of  yore,  yet  a  chill  of  desolation  and  sorrow  strikes  to  the  heart  as 
one  realizes  here  more  than  in  any  other  spot  the  Governor  is  dead. 

"  '  Peace  to  his  gentle  spirit.'  Siuely  if  true  goodness  finds  reward  in  tlie 
ne.\t  world,  there  was  joy  in  Paradise  when  the  soul  (;f  .Seymour  entered  there. 
Never  will  his  memory  fade  from  the  minds  of  the  citizens  whose  privilege  it 
was  to  know  him  in  his  own  home.  While  the  hills  of  Deerfield  stand  silent 
guard  beside  the  valley  that  he  loved,  his  name  will  be  preserveil  with  tender 
vigilance  from  the  obliterating  hand  of  time." 

By  his  niece,  IIlandina  Dudi.kv  Mii.i.kr. 
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"  (lenit  Siiiilli,  pl-.ilimiliropist  and  lei'uriiicr,  was  Ijorii  in  I'tica,  N.  \'.,  Man  h 
dill,  1797,  tlic  sun  of  rclir  Sniilli,  lioni  at  Cirfuiiliiish,  Rockland  counlv,  N. 
\'.,  NhvlmiiIht  151I1,  i7fiS,  the  descendant  of  Hollanders,  \\  ho  weie  among  the 
eaiiiost  to  setlle  in  Ann  iica.  When  i'eter  was  sixteen  )'eais  old  he  liecanie  a 
cleik  for  an  importing  merchant  in  New  Vork  City,  and  fnially  formed  a  parliier- 
ship  with  John  Jacob  Astor,  a  poor  youth  like  hnnself,  the  two  keeping  a  small 
store  and  trading  fius  at  Hrst  hands  with  the  Indians.  Smith  ultimately  took  up 
his  residence  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  opened  an  Indian  trader's  sli -re 
in  a  corner  of  his  honse  on  the  lileecker  jmiperty  in  I'lica,  to  eke  out  the  prolils 
of  the  fiir  business.  'I'lu'  furs  wiie  sent  to  Ml'.  .Astor  in  New  York.  In  course 
of  lime  the  partner.ship  was  dissolved,  and  while  Mr.  Asnn-  lionght  real  estate  in 
New  \'ork  t'iiy,  Mr.  Smilh  pinchased  si.xt)-  thousand  acres  of  land  in  central 
New  Vork  Stale,  al  three  dollars  and  fifty-tiiree  and  one-third  cents  jier  acre,  of 
which  eno.igh  was  sold  at  auc  lion  in  1802,  to  repay  tlie  purchase  price  and  still 
leave  enough  to  make  .Mr.  Smith  the  largest  landholder  in  the  state,  and  sub- 
seipieiitly,  additions  made  him  the  owner  of  more  a<-ics  than  any  other  oiie  mail 
in  the  Union.  Mr.  Smilh  w.is  a  mar  of  sensitive  temperament,  (piick  emotions, 
great  kindness  of  heart,  and  \ery  religion?-,  unich  given  to  the  distribution  of 
tracts  on  a  large  scale.  lie  married,  in  1792,  Eli/alieth,  the  (laiigliltrof  lames 
Livingston,  of  Monl-otmiy  counly,  a  man  who  was  a  p,:rliculai  1\  active  patrKit 
during  Ihe  Rexoliilion.      She  died  in  iSiS. 

Cerril  Smith  was  the  second  son  born  to  the  couple.  He  was  ediirated  at  the 
Ciinion  .Academy,  and  at  Hamilton  College,  from  which  lie  graduatetl  in  181S, 
with  the  valeiliclory  honor.  In  college  he  was  an  cm  client  scholar,  an  entliusi- 
aslic  reader  of  the  books  of  the  jieriod,  esjiecially  the  letters  of  Junius  ;  he  was 
h.',- d'sonie  in  person,  jiopular,  gay  and  s))ortive.  His  e.xiiectalion  was  to  study 
law,  but  the  death  of  his  mother  just  after  his  graduation  took  him  to  i'eterboro, 
the  family  home,  and  the  ( .ne  of  his  falh.'i's  estate  devoKing  upon  him  soon 
atterwaro,  he  made  that  town  his  permanent  home,  and  married  Weallhy  Ann, 
the  o.,  V  daughter  of  .\zel  I!ackiis,  I).  I).,  the  first  jiresident  of  ll.imillon 
CoU 'ge.  She  lived  bin  seven  nionlhs  after  marriage,  and  in  January.  iSij,  he 
was  m.irried  to  Ann  C,  daughter  of  William  Filzhugh,  of  C.eneseo,  N.  \ .  1  he 
care  of  his  father's  estate  i)reclu(liiig  any  other  occu|  ation,  he  became  a  man  of 
business,  and,  according  to  the  testimony  available,  was  one  of  the  slriclesl  in 
the  country.  The  fact  that  his  business  lite  continued  during  lifly  \e.irs.  that 
he  lett  an  I'stale  of  more  than  one  million  dollars,  and  is  said  |o  have  given 
away  more  than  eight  million  dollars,  is  of  ilself  sullicieiii  evideiK  e  i>n  this 
point.      His  cajtacity  and   integrity  is  illuslialed  by  an  iucideiu  i\\   the  panic  of 
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i8_57.  lieiiig  ill  need  n(  ready  nioiu'v,  lie  lionoued  two  liimdied  and  fifty 
tlioiisaiul  dollars  of  his  old  partner,  John  Jacob  Astor,  tlie  security  lo  be  a 
mortgage  on  a  certain  piece  of  property.  Mr.  Astor's  check  for  the  anioinit  was 
received,  but  through  the  stupidity  of  the  county  clerk  the  pa])ers  were  not  sent 
to  Mr.  .•\st(jr.  Weeks  went  by,  until  a  note  of  inquiry  from  Mr.  Astor  caused 
all  examination  and  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  but  the  fact  rei..uned  that  the  New 
\'ork  capitalist  had  loaned  a  cjuarter  of  a  million  on  the  se(  urity  of  Mr.  Smith's 
bare  word. 

On  March  17th,  1S26,  Mr.  Smitli  and  his  uit'e  joined  tlie  Presbyterian  t'iiurch 
of  IVterlioro,  and  thence  forward  his  piety,  p-rticid.uly  in  his  family,  was  the 
most  remarkable  feature  of  tlie  home  whicli  grew  up  arc)\md  him.  In  course 
of  time  he  broke  aw.iy  from  the  religious  bodies  with  which  he  had  been  in 
union,  but  his  reverence  for  tlie  Jiible  as  liie  Word  of  ("lod  was  ])rolound. 
He  labored  lor  tlie  upholding  of  the  Sabbath,  and  fouglit  against  tlie  exclu- 
sion of  the  Scrijitures  from  the  public  schools,  but  he  opposed  sectarianism. 
.After  he  withdrew  tVom  the  I'resbyteri.iu  C'Inu'ch  at  I'elerboro,  '  The  Church 
at  Peterboro  '  was  established  and  a  declaration  of  principle,  issued,  whicli 
may  be  foinul  in  ().  B.  Frothingham's  excellent  'Life  of  f'lcrrit  .Smith' 
(New  \i)rk,  187S).  In  1S47,  he  built  a  cIkii)c1  lor  its  use,  and  it  w.is 
in  regular  use  initil  two  years  after  his  death.  Here  the  ordinances  of  the 
church  were  observed,  and  the  sacraments,  Mr.  Smith  often  ])reaching.  He 
was  an  earnest  advocate  of  temperame,  and  an  invelerale  jireac  her  of  ]iolitics, 
both  in  and  inA  of  the  puljiit.  He  once  wrote:  '  No  man  is  better  than  his 
poliiics  ;  h's  rel';,'-.:)n  is  jjure  whose  ])olitiis  are  ]iurc,  while  his  religion  is  rascally 
whose  politiis  are  rascdly.'  llis  religion,  so  fu'  as  it  dillered  from  the  a(Cf|>icd 
and  orthodox  staiulard,  was  largely  s|ieculati\e,  perhaps  ilKigic  al,  but  it  did  not 
affect  the  practical  religious  side  of  his  life.  In  later  life  he  swung  almost  com- 
pletely avv.iy  from  the  form  of  orthodoxy,  but  hi>,  humanity  fur  his  fcllow-meu 
w.is  almost  nnboundeil,  setting  at  defiance  all  the  rules  which  usually  govern  men 
ill  their  charitable  deeds.  The  tide  of  his  benefactions  was  alwajs  overllowing 
in  large  streams,  or  in  small.  He  literally  gave  away  fortunes  to  relieve  imme- 
<liate  ilistress.  'Au  public  siibsi  rii)tion  of  his  day  Licked  his  name  at  the  head 
fi)r  the  largest  sum,  and  established  institutions  were  liberally  helped.  He  al- 
ways gave  away  fifty  thoiis.inil  doll.irs,  and  not  seldom  one  hundred  Ihousaiul 
<iollars  each  year.  One  of  his  unicpie  charities  was  the  distribution,  through 
committees,  of  thirty  thousand  doll.irs  lo  destitute  'old  maids'  and  widows  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  Nearly  three  thousand  persons,  while  and  bin  k,  re- 
ceived from  hin;  from  forty  to  sixty  acres  of  land  in  the  cDiinlies  of  I'r.inklin, 
I'issex,  H;'nii';on,  Fulton,  Oneida,  Delaware,  Madison,  and  Ulster,  New  \'ork, 
and  he  made  .lii  unsuccessful  alteuM't  to  coloni/e  negroes  in  northern  New  \'ork. 
He  believed  in  and  labored  for  the  riglils  of  women,  including  that  orsiirfrage. 
Ill  the  courts  he  plead  the  causes  <if  unfortunate  beings  of  whose  innocence  he 
was  persuaded,  obtaining  s|ieci.d  permission  to  practice  at  the  bar  for  this  pur- 
pnse.      .Mthougli   as  executor  of  his  father's  estate  he  had  paid,  in  1S57,  to  all 
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the  lieirs  ilifir  proper  share,  in  i860,  when  liis  own  portion  liad  increased  so 
enormously,  without  legal  obligation  he  gave  to  eacli  another  portion,  and  four 
years  later,  still  another. 

He  kept  open  house  in  a  fnie  old  mansion,  and  all  who  came  to  his  door 
were  liberally  entertained,  high  and  low,  rich  an<l  poor,  black  and  while, 
alike.  All  his  personal  family  were  trained  to  aid  him  in  his  charitable 
works,  and  the  house  became  a  gathering  jjlace  for  all  kinds  of  people. 
All  under  the  roof  were  expected  to  attend  prayers,  and  it  is  said  that  on 
one  occasion,  besides  the  family,  weie  assemble<l  an  Irish  Catholic  ])riest,  a 
Ilicksite  Quakeress,  a  Culvanistic  Presbyterian  minister  of  the  Jonathan  Edwards 
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school,  two  abolition  leaders  a  Seventh  day  liaptist,  a  Democratic  official,  a 
Southern  slaveholder,  and  .1  runaway  slave  and  his  wile.  I''or  this  motley  as- 
semblage he  afterward  '  dul  the  Imnors  of  the  table,  carvmg  meat  like  a  gentle- 
man.' The  relations  of  M'-  Smith  to  slavery  are  the  most  vital  of  his  career. 
I'p  to  the  lime  of  his  sei  ond  marriage,  his  father  owned  slaves,  but  he  early 
manifested  his  sympathy,  with  the  siibjci  t  r.u  c,  and  \\,is  an  early  and  liberal 
p.itron  of  the  .American  ('oloni/.ition  Smietx.  While  attending  a  meeting  of 
the  society  in  Syracuse,  in  iS^i,  he  was  assaded  by  what  was  called  a  'select 
mob,'  and  h.id  a  similar  experience  In  iS^^s,  at  Utica,  .ifier  which  he  invited  all 
to  go  over  111  I'elerboro,  where  fair  play  could  be  had.  I'rom  this  time  he 
entered  the  from  rank  of  the  agitators.  His  objeci  was  to  create  a  sentiment 
which    wouhl    dem.ind    llie    imnu'diale   .ili.iliiion   nf  slaverv,  and   to  this  end  he 


i:!i 


Mi 


Vi 


n^ 


554 


A  anuciiii.i)  Oh  WAsnixdToN 


- ! .  i 


n     I 


wKite  and  spoke,  and  gave  freely  from  liis  abundant  means.  'I'lio  'Liberty' 
parly  was  formed  under  his  lead  at  Arcade,  N.  V.,  in  1S40,  and  in  1848  and 
1852,  lie  was  ils  candidate  for  tlie  Presidency.  He  was,  in  1848,  the  (aniiidate 
also  of  tlie  '  Industrial  Congress,'  at  I'hiladelphia,  and  in  1852,  of  tiie  '  l.aml 
Reformers.'  in  1840,  and  again  in  185S,  he  was  nomiiialed  for  (lovenior  of 
New  York,  and  accepting  the  latter  nomination  on  a  philform  of  abolition  and 
jjrohibilion,  instituted  an  active  canvass,  s|)eaking  more  than  fifly-three  times, 
and  spent  several  thousand  dollars,  and  received  about  five  thousand  live  luin 
dred  votes.  From  1850  until  i860  he  was  peculiarly  active,  and  aided  habitu- 
ally in  the  escape  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  paid  the  leg.il  expenses  of  persons  ac- 
cused of  infractions  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law. 

In  1853,  he  was  elected  to  Congress  and  served  one  term,  declining  a 
renomination.  \\'hile  in  the  House  he  was  the  acknowledged  friend  of  the 
black  man,  and  advocated  every  public  measure  to  secure  his  welfare,  but 
in  spite  of  this,  his  opendiandeil,  sunny  and  hospitable  nature  made  him 
an  acceptable  and  respected  associate  of  men  of  all  political  parties  and 
shades  of  belief,  even  to  many  of  the  southerners,  whose  hkjsI  cherished 
opinions  he  combated.  \l  tlie  sa...e  tinie  his  general  course  seemed  of  little 
consequence,  and  the  Chicago  'Tribune'  exjiressed  the  common  oi)inion 
when  it  described  him  as  '  a  wrong-headed  fanatic,  wilful  and  intractable, 
conceited  and  wayward,  whose  intellect  ran  to  (larailox,  whose  wisdom  was 
akin  to  folly,  and  who  injured  his  own  siiie  more  than  the  opposition.'  lie 
was  accused  of  comjjlicity  with  Jc'hn  Brown  in  the  Harper's  Ferry  raid,  but  it 
was  shown  that  all  he  did  was  to  give  him  money  ;  but  that  he  might  not  lie  ar- 
rested by  the  United  States  authorities,  he  was  guarded  and  secreted  by  his 
friends.  Just  at  this  time  his  health  gave  way,  and  he  was  confined  for  a  feu- 
weeks  in  an  asylum  for  the  insane  in  Utica,  but  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  was 
disc'iiarged,  cured.  He  was  charged  by  the  Chicago  '  Tribune '  with  having 
feigned  insanity,  but  the  accusation  was  finally  retracted.  During  the  war  Mr. 
Smith  gave  powerful  support  to  the  government,  contending,  from  the  firing  ot 
the  first  gun  on  Fort  Siimpter,  that  it  meant  the  end  of  slavery.  He  would 
never  allow  that  the  North  was  blameless  in  the  matter  of  slave;) ,  and  always 
counseled  moderation  and  kindness  toward  the  leaders  when  the  end  should 
come.  Consistently  with  this  oi)inion  he  went  upon  the  bail  bond  of  Jefferson 
Davis  with  Horace  Creely,  and  interceded  for  prisoners  confined  in  .Albany  for 
participation  in  the  '  Ku  Khix  '  outrages.  The  end  of  slavery  did  not  lessen  his 
activities,  but  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  seek  other  channels.  He  took  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  befriended  the  frecdmen,  worked  eariiesll)-  for  tem- 
perance, and  was  active  in  ordinary  business  affairs  and  in  the  promotion  of 
local,  state  and  other  public  works.  He  ccunprehended  and  heliied  with  funds 
the  Il.dian  patriot  Maz/.ini,  and  wiihluld  neither  his  ]iravers  nor  his  Iu'l|)iiig 
haiicl  from  any  gf)c)d  work  in  which  he  muld  co(i|)erale.  His  death  w.is 
sudden,  being  caused  by  a  stroke  of  api^plexy  while  on  a  visit  to  New  \'ork 
City.     Tributes  came  to  him  from  all  sources,  the  most  remarkable,  William 
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I.loyd  (i.inisoii,  with  whom  he  differed  for  many  jears.  Mr.  Garrison  said: 
'His  case  is  hardly  to  he  paralleled  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  in  this 
or  any  other  country.  The  language  of  eulogy,  often  absurdly  or  timidly  ap- 
plied, may,  in  this  instance,  be  u.sed  in  the  strongest  form  without  danger  of  ex- 
aggeration. No  description  of  sublime  deeds  can  match  their  performance. 
Truly,  in  tlie  Peterboro  philanthropist  and  reformer  was  seen  :  ' 

"'A  coinliinalion  .mil  a  fouii  inik'i-il, 

Wlu'ic  rvii\  i^nd  (Mil  .sL'cm  to  sut  his  .seal 
To  give  llic  uiiiiil  assurance  of  a  man  '; 

of  a  man  not  only  remarkable  for  the  beauty  and  slateliness  of  his  person,  the 
suavity  of  his  manners,  and  the  charm  of  his  social  intercourse,  but  exceptional 
among  millions  in  the  matter  of  self-conquest  over  the  strongest  temptation  and 
the  most  ample  opportunities  to  lead  a  lii.xurious  and  a  [jurely  worklly  life." 
Mr.  Smith  died  December  28th,  1874. 
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".Ml'.ANV,  .\piil   I5II1,  1S57. 
"  1)E.-\K  (.  OCSIN  : 

"  Ik-i-e  I  am  for  the  fiflli  lime  during  this  Session  of  llic  legislalure.  .My  lirsi  term  was 
to  help  defeat  l>.e  selfish  |irojeel  of  iliseriniinating  again-l  ilie  I  V-.ne^n  I  luial. 

"  Nuw  I  am  endeavoring  (possdily  in  vain)  to  j.ersuade  llie  I  igislalure  I.)  j.lcilge  the  prii- 
teeliim  of  the  Stale  to  the  pocir  fugitive  class,  who  eonie  within  its  linundary. 

"What  should  i  do  the  other  day  hut  yield  to  the  promptiiigs  of  my  veneration  for  the 
memory  of  your  great  father,  and  lake  a  walk  around  the  home  ol  your  childhood  and  then 
enter  it.  1  spent  ,aii  hour  in  going  through  its  many  apartmeii'.s,  dwelling  on  its  deeply  inter- 
esting hi.storieal  assneiation.s.  .Mrs.  Mcintosh,  the  pnsent  owner,  receiveil  me  very  kindly  and 
accompanied  me  throughout  the  him-e—p.iinting  out  the  room  where  Harriet  Aekland  was ; 
the  room  where  Hurgoync  was  prisoner;  the  m.irk  on  the  railing  made  hy  the  tomahawk 
hurled  at  Margarita  uith  ym:  in  Iier  arm> :  llie  stairs  wliere  your  mother  adroitly  checked  the 
pursuers  of  your  fatlier;  the  lark  "  ay  «  hich  your  father  toi.k  to  get  lo  the  top  of  the  house 
and  signali/o  to  the  fort  by  discharging  a  pistol,  the  peril  he  was  in;  the  kitchen  and  the 
negin  .piarters ;  and,  most  interesting  ..f  all,  the  room  where  your  father's  spirit  exchanged 
worlds. 

"  Vim  will  he  gl.id  to  know  that  the  house  is  in  the  most  perfect  repair;  the  walls  are  cov- 
ered with  luintings  most  of  which  .Mrs  .M.  collected  in  her  Kuropean  loir .  .She  is  a  very 
Iilcasant  lady.  I  hope  to  reach  luime  in  a  dav  or  (wo.  Xancey's  health  is  poor  this  spring. 
I  trust  ihat  yours  is  comfortable.  .Make  my  affectionate  rigards  to  W  illiam,  his  wife  and  theh' 
children. 


"  .M'lectioiiately  yours 


Mrs.  (ArnKuiNi-.  V,  K.  c'.hiikani  . 

"  (JsWCgO,    \.    V." 


Okkkit  S.Mirn. 


(The  marriage  of  Mrs.  .Mclntosch  to  ex-Presidcnl  Fillmore  took  place  in  the 
old  .Scliiijler  mansion. ) 
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AVILLIAM  l.EETE  STONE 

//;/  Ami'iiiiiii  Author 

"  \Villiani  I.eete  Stone,  iuillinr,  born  in  New  I'.ill/,  N.  V.,  Ajiiil  2otli,  17921 
ilicil  in  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  W,  Angust  is'lii  i'^44- 

"His  t'atlifr,  William,  was  a  soldi  of  the  Reviihition,  ami  afterward  a 
I'resbyteriaii  minister,  who  was  a  desci    dant  of  Goveriu)r  William  l.eele. 

"  His  son  removed  to  Sodus,  N.  \ .,  in  1S08,  where  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  care  of  a  farm.  The  country  was  a  wilderness  at  that  time,  and  the  adven- 
tures of  yoimg  Stone  during  his  early  jiioneer  life,  formed  material  that  he  after- 
ward wrought  into  border  tales.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  became  a  printer 
in  the  office  of  the  Cooperslown  '  l-'ederaiist  '  and  in  18 13  he  was  editor  of  Ihe 
Herkimer  '  .\merican  '  with  Thurlow  Weed  as  his  journeyman.  Sul)sei|uently 
lie  edited  tlie  'Northern  \Vhig'  at  Hudson,  N.  V.,  and  in  1817,  the -Albany 
'  Daily  Advertiser.'  In  1818,  he  succeeded  Theodore  Dwight  in  the  edilorshi]) 
of  the  '  Hartford  Mirror.'  While  at  Hartford,  Jonathan  INI.  Wainwright  (after- 
ward bishop),  .Samuel  (I.  (uiodrii  h  (Peter  I'arlev),  Isaac  Toucey,  and  himself, 
alternated  in  editing  a  literary  magazine  called  '  Tlie  Knights  of  the  Roimd 
Table.'  He  also  edited  while  at  Hudson  '  The  Lounger '  a  literary  jieriodical 
wiiii  h  was  noted  for  its  pleasantry  and  wit.  In  1S21  he  succeeded  Zachariali 
Lewis  in  the  editorship  of  the  New  York  '  Commercial  .Advertiser,'  becoming  at 
the  s,\nie  time  one  of  its  proprietors,  which  place  he  held  imtil  his  death. 

"  Hrown  University  gave  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  in  1825.  .Mr.  Stone  al- 
ways advocated  in  its  columns  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  Congressional  action, 
and  at  the  great  anti  slavery  convention  at  Baltimore,  in  1825,  he  originated 
and  drew  up  Ihe  pl.ui  for  slave  em.mcip.iiion  which  w.is  recommended  at  that 
time  to  Congri-»  for  adoption.  In  1824  his  sympalhies  were  strongly  enlisleii 
in  behalf  of  the  Greeks  in  their  struggles  for  inde|)endence,  and,  with  Ivlward 
Everett  and  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe,  was  among  the  first  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  country  to  that  jieople  and  awaken  sympathy  in  their  behalf. 

"  111  1S25,  with  Thurlow  Weed,  he  accom|ianied  La  Fayette  on  his  tour 
through  p.irt  of  the  United  States.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Harrison, 
Minister  to  the  Hague,  but  was  recalled  by  Tyler.  Soon  after  the  Morgan 
tragedy,  Mr.  Stone,  who  was  a  freetiiason,  addressed  a  series  of  letters  on 
'Masonry  and  Anti-Masonry'  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  who  in  his  retirement 
at  (,)uincy  had  taken  an  interest  in  the  anti-Masonic  movement.  In  these 
letters,  which  were  afterward  collected  and  published,  (New  York,  1832),  the 
author  maintained  that  masomy  should  be  abandoned,  <  hiefly  because  it  had 
lost  its  usefulness.  The  writer  also  cleared  away  the  mists  of  slander  which  had 
gathered  around  the  name  of  De  Wilt  Clinton,  and  by  ])reserving  strict  imparti- 
ality he  seinired  that  credence  which  no  e.v-parte  argument  could  obi.nn,  how- 
ever ingenious. 
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"  In  1S38  he  originated  and  intrcjtlucfd  a  resolution  in  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  directing  a  memorial  to  be  addressed  to  the  New  York  Legislatnre 
prayin}^  for  the  appointment  of  an  h..slorical  mission  to  the  goveri\ments  of  Eng- 
land and  Holland  (or  the  recovery  of  such  papers  and  documents  as  were  essen- 
tial to  a  (iirrect  unilerstanding  of  the  colonial  history  of  the  state.  'I'his  was 
the  origin  of  the  collection  known  as  '  The  New  York  Colonial  iJocimients' 
made  by  John  Ronieyn  lirodhead,  who  was  sent  aliroad  for  that  [)urpuse  by 
("lovernor  William  11.  Seward  in  the  s[)nng  of  1841.  In  1840  he  was  defendant 
HI  a  suit  brought  by  J.  l''eniniore  (Joo|)er  on  account  of  reviews  in  the  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  of  •  Home  as  Found  '  and  •  The  History  of  the  N.ivy  '  whi(  h 
were  decided  to  be  libelous  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
to  the  dismay  of  many  who  thought  that  tbr  liberty  of  the  i>ress  in  the  matter 
of  literary  criticism  was  endangered  by  this  judgment. 

"  He  was  the  first  superintendent  of  i)ublic  schools  in  New  York  City,  and 
while  holding  the  oflice,  in  1844,  had  a  discussion  with  Archbishoj)  Hughes  in 
relation  to  the  use  of  the  Ihble  m  the  public  schools.  Altluuigh  the  inlluence 
of  Colonel  Stone  (as  he  was  familiarly  called  from  having  hekl  that  rank  on 
(lovernor  Clinton's  staff),  extentled  throughout  the  country,  it  was  felt  more 
particidarly  in  New  York  City.  He  interested  himself  in  religious  enleriirises 
and  benevolent  associations,  especially  the  Institution  for  the  ileaf  and  tlumb 
and  the  Society  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinciuents. 

"  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  l''rancis  W'aylaiul.  His  published  works  are  '  His- 
tory of  the  Great  Albany  Constitutional  Convention  of  1821  '  (Albany  1822J; 
'  Narrative  of  the  Grand  ImIc  Celebration  '  prepared  at  the  recjuest  of  the  New 
York  Common  Council  (New  \ork  1813),  '  I'ales  and  Sketches '  fouiuied  on 
aboriginal  and  revolutionary  traditions  (two  volumes  i8_^4);  '  Matthias  and  his 
Impostures  '  (1833)  ;  '  iMaria  Monk  and  the  Nunnery  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,'  which 
put  an  end  to  an  extraordinary  mania  (1830);  '  L''ps  and  Downs  in  the  life  of 
a  Distressed  Gentleman,'  a  satire  on  the  fashionable  follies  of  tlie  day  (1836)  ; 
'  liorder  Wars  of  the  American  Revolution '( 1837 )  ;  '  Life  of  Josej)]!  lirant ' 
(1838);  'Letters  on  Animal  Magnetism'  (1838);  'Life  of  Red  Jacket' 
(1840)  ;  New  edition,  with  memoir  of  the  author  by  his  son,  William  L.  Stone, 
(1866);  'Poetry  and  History  of  Wyoming,'  including  Thomas  Campbell's 
'Gertrude  of  Wyoming'  (1841),  with  index  Albany,  (1864);  and  '  LTncas 
and  Miantonomoh  '  (1842).  liy  his  son,  \\\\  1  i.\m  Lkiti  Stoni:,  second. 
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"The  noted  stone  house  of  Mr.  Whiifuld,  said  to  have  been  built  in  1630. 
erected  both  for  the  :.ccommodation  of  his  family  and  as  a  fortification  for  the 
prdtection  of  the  inlnbitants  against  tiie  Indians,  is  supposed  to  be  the  oldest 
dwelling  house  now  standing  in  tlie  Cnited  States,  This  house  was  kept  in  ils 
original  form  until  1868,  when  it  underwent  such  renovation  as  changed  its  ap- 
pearance and  iniernal  arrangement  to  a  great  extent,  although  the  north  wall 
and  large  stone  chimney  are  siibsianiially  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  over 
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two  centuries.  It  occupies  ;i  rising  grouml  i)veiliioi<iMy  tiic  great  plain  south  of 
the  viihige  and  commanding  ;i  very  line  prospect  of  tlie  Sound.  It  is  said  tiiat 
the  first  niarriigi'  was  celebrated  in  it,  the  weddinf;lal)le  being  garnished  with 
the  substantial  hi.\uries  of  pork  and  pease.     .According  to  tradition  tiie  stone  of 
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which  this  house  was  built,  was  brought  by  the  Indians  on  haiulbarrows,  atrciSS 
the  swamp,  from  Clriswold's  roi  ks,  a  ledge  about  eight)  r(  <ls  east  of  the  house, 
and  an  ancient  causeway  across  the  swamp  is  sliown  as  the  path  employed  for 
this  purpose.  The  house  consisted  of  two  stories  and  an  attic.  The  walls  weie 
three  feet  thick.  At  the  soutlnvest  corner  of  the  second  lloor  there  was  a  singu- 
lar embrasure,  C'.nnn.inding  the  approach  from  the  south  and  west,  which  was 
evidently  made  f'r  defensive  pur[)oses.  Jn  the  attic  there  were  two  recesses 
svidently  intendeil  as  places  of  concealment." 
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"  III  many  of  the  Culonies,  prior  lu  i1r-  Rcvuliiiinn,  i(|uily  jiirispnideiite  liad 
iio  distinct  R-cognilion  ;   hut   in  the  Province  of  New  \oik   it  was  in  evidence 
from  the  time  of  the  -Duke's  Laws,'  about   1665,  and  the  Court  of  L'iiancery 
was  establisiied  in    1683.      It  was  continued  tiiroiigh  many  vi^.-issitudes,  such  as 
the  elfort  of  the  Asseml.ly  to  ai.'olish   it   in  1727,  and  in  the  case  helwcen  C.ov- 
enior  Coshy  and    Rip  \aii  Dam.  in  1732,  wliich  was  ruled  out  of  liie  Chancery 
Court,  as  liie  Covcriiur,  beiiii;  Ciiaiiceilor,  coiiid  not  pass  on  jiis  own  case.     Tins 
incident   led  to  some  marked   changes   in   the  judicial  s\  stem,  interesling  in  its 
history,  yet   the   Chancery  Court   coiuinned    until    it  was  reaffirmed    by  the  first 
state  constitution   in    1777,  when   Robert  R.  Livingston  was  apjiointed  the  hist 
chancellor  of  the  state.      Unfortunately,  repoiters  of  the  court  were  not  provided 
for,  and   hence  its  early  record   is  meagre.     The  record  of  the  Royal  C(Mirt  of 
Chancery  during  the  Revolution  is  extant,  and  shows  that  the  court  was  held  in 
the  old  Cily  Hall,  or  at  the  Ciovernor's  residence.      The  imposing  ceremony  and 
splendor  of  dress  maintained  by  the  Lord  Chancellors  of  England  was  imitated 
in   this  country  and  coiuiiiue<l  throughout  the  |)eriod  of  Livingston's  and  Lans- 
ing's terms  of  t)ftice.      The  chancellor   entered    the  ((nirl  in  (lowing  silk  gown, 
with  i)owdered  hair  in  queue,  lace  ruflles,  and  jewelled  buckles,  and  was  |)re- 
ce.led  by  ,1  sergeant  atarms  in  knee  breeches,  wearing  a  swurd.      Lansing's  tragic 
de.ilh  was  followed  by  the  appointment  of  Judge  Keiii.  whose  name  is  ilhistrioiis 
as  a  writer  and  jurist.      Chancellors  Sandl'ord  and   Jones  were  preilecessors  of 
Reuben  llyile  W.dworth.      I  remember  well  that  Chancellor  Walwerth  was  solic- 
ited  by  eminent   l.nvyers,  .md   by  publishing   houses,  tj  write  a   book  on  eipiity 
law.      He  sometimes  thought  of  cumjilying  with  this  demand,  but  his  interest 
and  inclination  were  so  strongly  bent  in  the  direction  of  genealogical  work,  such 
as  this  Society  encourages,  that  the  law  book  was  never  written.      His  C.eiiealog- 
ic.il    Record   of  the   Hyde  Limily  is,   I    believe,  one  of  the  Ingest  works  of  ils 
kind  and  time  in  this  >  ountry  ;    it  contains  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
six  pages  in  large  oct.ixo,  in  two  volumes.      His  numerous  letters  a.-iking  informa- 
tion on   this  subject,  made  (|niie  a  sensation  among  the  Hyde  lamily  in  certain 
c|uartcrs  ;   some  jiersons  seemed  to  think  that  a  great  estate  had  been  discovered, 
and  to  fancy  that  Hyde  I'ark  in  lOngland  was  to  be  divided  among  tliem,  and  very 
amusing  replies  came  to  his  letters.     To  this  day  I  now  and  then  receive  letters 
urging  nie  to  give  information  about  this  fabulous  Hyde  estate.      While  the  chan- 
cellor was  so  eager  in  pursuit  of  the  Hyde  lamily,  one  of  his  older  daiighiers 
recommended  him  to  jiut  a  sign  over  his  door,  ■  Cash  paid  for  Ilvdes.'      Neither 
ridicule  nor  entreaty  could  divert  him  from  his  work.     There  were  friends  who 
deplored   bis  devotion  to  genealogy,  and  urged  that  a  man  whose  decisions  were 
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of  aulliority  in  iMiglaml,  ;is  also  in  liis  own  country,  should  embody  sucii  knowl- 
edge in  a  volume  other  than  in  the  official  reports  of  the  court ;  hut  to  yon  mem- 
bers of  this  Society,  wlu)  recogni/e  the  important  part  that  i^enealo^y  is  destined 
to  take  in  the  historical  r  vords  of  our  coinitry,  1  need  not  say  that  the  time  and 
labcir  given  by  the  chancellor  to  this  subject  was  well  ajiplied.  His  book  is  a 
model  of  painstaking  accuracy,  and  a  collection  of  facts  that  tenders  it  a  stand- 
ard in  its  line,      llis  genealogy  of  the  Livingston  family  is  of  great  value. 

"  \Vith  the  chancellor's  personal  charaiteristics  doubtless  some  of  yv    are 
f,\niiliar,  especially  those  who  frei|uented  Saratoga  iluring  the  many  years  that 
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he  was  so  prominent  a  figure  at  the  Springs.  His  old  homestead  at  Saratoga, 
my  own  home,  is  still  a  jioint  of  historic  interest  in  that  village,  allhoiigh 
cltanges  have  come  to  it.  When  llie  chancellor  bought  it  from  Judge  Henry 
Walton,  it  w.is  a  large  country  place,  surrounded  by  a  grove  of  stalely  pine  trcts, 
and  was  a  part  of  the  original  Kayerderassoras  patent  granted  by  (^ueen  .Anne, 
about  17C4,  to  RipN'an  D.im,  Livingston  and  others.  The  old  ii.irchmeni  do(  u- 
liu'ut,  with  the  great  seal  (if  veritable  wa.x  suspended  from  it,  is  now  in  the 
county  clerk's  oftice  at  li.dlston,  the  county  seat  ;  1  tnuk  the  l)aiighters  of  the 
.American  Revolution,  of  Saratoga,  tliere  to  see  it  and  other  historic  i)a])ers  last 
October,  on  (he  anniversary  nl  the  Hattle  of  Saratoga.  Chancellor  Walworth's 
old  homestead  has  but  three  conveyaiues  from  the  ownership  of  the  Indians 
down  to  that  of  my  own  (  liildren.      Hut  few  df  the  old  pine  trees  remain,  as 
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they  gradually  decay  and  we  are  obliged  to  fell  them,  'i'liis  year  six  of  the  old 
giants,  more  tliaii  one  hundred  feet  in  height,  had  to  come  under  the  axe,  and 
1  ain  sure  you  will  sympathi/e  with  the  pain  1  felt  in  seeing  them  lying  prostrate 
at  my  feet. 

"  In  Saratoga  the  memory  of  Chancellor  Walworth  is  chevished,  as  a  resident 
idcntirieil  with  the  brilliant  days  when  .American  society  had  a  definite  form  and 
meaning,  and  often  gathered  at  the  old  hotels  of  that  jilace ;  the  da\s  when 
eminent  men  of  the  nation  were  not  merely  jirofessioiial  politicians,  but  were 
statesmen,  jiu'ists,  noted  lawyers,  and  men  of  large  business  cajiacity  and  wealth, 
who  still  were  not  given  over  body  and  soul  to  money-getting.  These  with  their 
gifted  and  beautifid  wives  and  daughters,  met  at  various  puints  in  the  country, 
then  not  so  hopelessly  large  as  now.  ISefore  the  expansion  of  the  Mexican  vic- 
tory and  purchase,  the  men  and  women  of  New  Vork,  Philadelphia  and  iialti- 
more,  of  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati,  of  New  (Orleans,  Charleston  and  Savannah, 
met  in  Washington,  in  the  larger  cities,  and  in  Saratoga,  and  formed  a  well- 
known  and  defuiite  society  in  wiiich  each  knew  the  other,  and  all  were  as 
friendly  and  social  as  if  they  lived  in  the  same  coimtry  tow.i.  Mrs.  Harrison 
Grey  Otis,  Mrs.  Dr.  Rush,  ^^^s.  Cliancellor  Walworth,  Mrs.  John  Jay  Critten- 
ilen,  Madame  l.e  Vert,  Mis.  R<iosevelt,  Mrs.  Willonghby,  and  Mrs.  Cutting 
were  a  few  of  those  from  widely  distant  cities  who  frecjuently  met  in  New  York, 
Saratoga  and  Washington  ;  eadi  held  her  own  little  court,  yet  all  came  together 
at  the  \\'liiie  House  and  cabinet  receptions,  and  at  Mr.  Cochrane's  beautiful 
home  at  the  capital,  or  at  Mrs.  Roosevelt's  large  mansion  on  Broadway,  near 
Cirace  Church,  New  York,  or  in  after  dinner  talks  in  the  great  hall  (as  it  then 
seemed  to  be)  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel;  there  at  dinner  they  were  in  full 
dress,  and  the  tablecloth  was  removed  before  the  dessert  and  coffee  ajipeared. 
Those  were  stalely  old  days,  when  the  mnliitude  stayed  at  home,  and  only  so- 
ciety was  on  jiarade,  yet  some  of  the  'swells'  of  the  ]iresent  time  would  smile 
at  the  unaccustomed  etiquette.  Politics  and  coquetry  were  the  themes  of  con- 
versation. Have  we  improved  on  them  with  the  talk  about  stocks  and  theatres? 
A"et  we  (lid  not  neglec;t  the  theatre  and  concert  room  in  those  days  of  Charlotte 
Cushinan,  Julia  Dean,  and  Jenny  l.iiid  ;  of  the  elder  Hooth,  of  Forrest,  and  the 
older  Wall.ick  ;  while  the  Italian  Ojiera  at  the  .Academy  of  Music,  broiiglit  to- 
gether all  of  the  fashionable  world.  In  Saratoga  there  were  morning  prayers  at 
the  Union  Hall,  which  is  now  the  Ciiaiid  Union,  with  its  dining  room  that  seats 
eighteen  himdred  pco|)le.  The  religious  aristoc  racy,  and  thev  were  a  strong 
body  at  that  time,  had  their  headquarters  at  the  Union  H.ill,  and  the  more  f;ish- 
ionable  set  at  the  United  States  Hotel.  It  was  tyoical  of  Chancellor  Walworth's 
broad  and  sunny  nature,  that  he  was  efpially  at  home  with  both  sets.  He  had 
long  been  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  Trustee  of  the  Hoard  of  For- 
eign Missiiuis,  and  the  Bible  Society  and  Tract  Society,  and  he  was  President 
of  the  National  Temperance  Society  ;  he  was  active  in  all  of  these  organi/alions, 
yet  his  intercourse  with  the  giver  world  was  cordial  and  fidl  of  zest.  .Ahvays 
ready  for  a  game  of  whist  in  the  evening,  his  lively  interest  in  the  game  si  me- 
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times  stcirtlLil  a  timid  iaily  into  a  soil  of  tenor  of  liis  (li^|)leasuie.  Tins  greatly 
amused  llu;  cild  gentleman  vvlien  lie  lealizeil  the  elTect  of  his  judicial  manner, 
and  the  next  morning  he  woulil  he  up  with  the  birils  and  in  his  own  garden, 
gathering  a  nosegay  of  olil-fashioned  llowers  ;  these  he  woidd  take  to  the  Con- 
gress Spring  and  i)resent,  with  many  coini)limenls,  to  his  fair  opponent.  All 
the  world  went  to  the  Spring  before  breakfast  at  that  time;  a  cup  of  colTee  was 
to  be  found  in  the  park,  then  a  walk  about  the  gronnils,  anil  another  glass  of 
water,  while  the  band  played  joyous  melodies,  antl  one  met  'everybody  '  on  the 
lawn,  the  ladies  in  Watteau-like  costumes,  and  the  men  with  no  thought  of  what 
their  dress  might  be,  e.\ce[)t  in  regard  to  the  spotless  linen  and  shining  boots 
considered  typical  of  a  gentleman.  Men  could  scarcely  be  said  to  have  fashion 
then,  their  dress  was  so  little  considered  ;  all  was  lavished  on  the  ladies — there 
were  no  women  outside  of  the  working  class.  ( )ne  garment,  worn  by  the  men 
of  rather  an  earlier  time,  was  most  pictures(iue ;  this  was  a  very  long,  full  circu- 
lar cloak,  with  a  short  cape  or  collar.  Some  old  gentlemen,  and  the  chancellor 
was  one  of  them,  clung  to  the  habit  of  wearing  one  of  these  cloaks;  and  he 
was  a  most  interesting  figure  with  this  wrapped  closely  about  him  in  the  sharp 
winter  days.  His  luiir  was  exceedingly  laavy,  rather  long,  ami  of  a  silvery 
whiteness,  his  conii)le\ion  of  that  transi)arent  white  and  pink  peculiar  to  many 
persons  of  New  I-Jiglaud  birth,  and,  without  exception,  his  clear  blue  eyes  were 
the  most  brilliant  1  have  ever  seen  in  a  human  face.  1  am  sure  that  those  who 
remember  iiini  will  bear  me  out  in  this  assertion,  for  the  charm  of  his  counte- 
nance was  very  rare,  and  it  never  failed  in  animation  to  the  latest  months  of  his 
long  life.  lie  surrounded  himself  with  yoimg  people,  and  with  those  who  iiad 
an  active  jiarticipation  in  alT.iirs.  With  children  he  was  a  veritable  child  him- 
self, entering  into  all  of  their  siiorts  ;  he  played  croipiet  with  his  grandciiildren 
all  of  the  last  summer  he  lived.  He  woidd  lead  young  peo[)lc  to  talk  of  history 
and  geography,  for  he  was  eiiiiiuiiily  practical  in  his  taste,  and  cared  little  for 
literature  except  as  it  relate<l  to  fa(  ts. 

"  It  was  singular,  but  with  this  strongly  marked  characteristic,  he  yet  dwelt 
so  ]inifoun<lly  on  the  principles  and  theories  of  law,  aiul  had  so  little  patience 
with  the  more  modern  method  of  chissifying  and  s|iecializing  law  practice,  which 
sometimes  seems  to  make  it  but  a  set  of  rules  and  precedents,  like  parliamentary 
law,  when  Jeflersun  said  it  had  no  foundation  in  justice  aud  reason. 

"Chancellor  Walworth  felt  a  pride  in  having  attanied  self  education,  and  in 
being  the  son  of  a  farmer,  but  he  had  in  reality  unusual  privileges.  His  graiid- 
f.itlier  was  a  man  of  large  means  for  that  day,  and  gave  each  of  his  sons  a  good 
sl.irt  in  tlie  wiirld.  The  father  of  the  chancellor,  the  youngest  son,  !!eiijainin, 
had  a  line  farm  at  Hoosick,  in  this  state  ;  it  was  a  singular  fart  thai  before  he 
pun  h.isi'd  this  place,  and  while  looking  about  that  region,  the  present  site  of 
the  whole  city  of  'I'roy  was  oflered  to  him  for  two  thousand  dollars,  and  was  not 
accejiled.  The  old  Revolutionary  homestead  at  Hoosick,  where  the  (banc  cllor 
s])ent  his  youthful  days,  is  still  a  fine  jilace,  and  is  now  oci  upied  by  Mr.  deer, 
of  Washington,  who  resides  there   in   summer.     The  chancellor    had    a    half- 
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brother,  son  of  his  molhcr  by  an  earlier  marriage,  wlio  was  a  university  man  ; 
lie  taught  a  classical  school,  and  be  su|)criiilenile(l  the  education  of  his  young 
brother,  Reuben,  for  some  time. 

"  The  iiistory  of  this  family  was  full  ot  interest  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides,  'i'iie  chancellor's  great-grandlatlier,  William  Walworth,  came 
from  England  with  (Governor  Wintlirop  of  Connecticut,  at  his  request,  about 
1680,  to  make  a  model  farm  and  show  the  colonists  I'Jngiish  methods.  Wal- 
worth settled  on  Fisher's  Island,  near  New  London,  where  he  succeeded  with  the 
model  farm,  and  had  a  handsome  residence,  and,  as  slated  in  his  will,  he  had 
much  table  silver  and  other  valuables.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  the  ])irates, 
then  infesting  the  eastern  shore  of  Long  Island,  caused  so  many  alarms  at 
I'isher's  Island,  that  Walworth  bought  farms  at  Groton,  and  other  places  in  that 
vicinity,  anil  moved  his  family  on  to  the  mainland.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
Sir  William  Walworth,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  l.ondon,  who  killed  Wat  Tyler  and 
thereby  saved  the  life  of  King  Richard  II.  William  Walworth  was  knighted 
on  the  spot.  A  representation  of  the  dagger  wiih  which  he  struck  Wat  Tyler 
was  incorporated  in  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Cily  of  London,  and  for  that  reason 
the  original  dagger  has  been  preserved  in  the  ('bhldhall  in  London,  and  may  be 
seen  there  now,  as  also  the  pall  that  covered  the  remains  of  Sir  U'illiam  Wal- 
worth at  his  death.  This  dagger  also  apiiears  in  the  coat  of  arms  of  the 
AN'alworth  faniily,  with  the  motto  '  Strike  .for  the  Laws.'  I'rom  a  very  ai.cient 
time  a  laige  district  in  London  was  named  Walworlh,  and  the  name  still 
lingers  in  that  region.  The  maternal  side  of  the  family  has  been  developed  in 
the  chancellor's  Hyde  geneaU)gy  which  shows  an  illustrious  line  in  this  country, 
including  a  descent  from  the  Winslows  i\\,A  Tr.icNs,  and  in  the  old  world  a 
genealogy  of  twenty-seven  generations,  carefully  traced  back  to  (Jiieen  Margaret 
of  Scotland,  wife  of  Malcolm  III.,  and  yet  further,  to  (^ueen  Clolhildeof  France. 
Reuben  Hyde  Wabvorth,  afteiward  the  chancelhir,  was  born  at  lio/.rah,  in  Con- 
necticut, but  while  he  was  a  lad  his  father  moved  to  Iloosic  k,  as  we  have  seen. 
He,  the  father,  was  an  ofticer,  with  die  rank  of  major,  in  tlu'  Kcvohiticmary 
war,  in  NicoU's  regiment.  Heath's  division.  When  the  young  Reuben  had 
finished  his  studies  at  home,  he  went  to  Troy  and  laiighl  school  lor  a  short  time, 
when  he  entered  the  law  oflic  e  of  John  Russell,  Slate's  Altorney  for  the  north- 
ern distncl,  who  was  said  lo  be  the  best  common  law  praclilioner  in  the  slate. 
Fellow  sliidents  in  the  oflice  with  young  Walworth  were  Willi, im  L.  .Mjicy  and 
George  Monell. 

"  Mr.  Russell  was  impressed  with  the  ability  and  energy  of  Noung  Walworlh, 
and  proposed  to  introdiKC  him  into  practice  in  the  northern  |iart  of  Ins  circuit  ■, 
thus  the  young  lawyer  was  led  to  settle  in  I'lattsburgh.  He  (juickly  acquired  a 
good  practice  there,  and  soon  had  occasion  to  refuse  |iolitical  |)referment  tl.at 
would  be  out  of  the  direct  line  of  his  profession,  but  he  aicepted  an  appointment 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  later,  one  as  a  .Master  in  Chancery.  In  1818  a 
new  law  created  the  oftice  of  commissioner  to  perform  certain  duties  of  a  judge  ot 
the  Supreme  t'ourt,  and  the  young  lawyer,  Walu.iriti,  was  chosen  for  this  phu  e. 
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"  During  ilic  war  of  iSi  ;  hi'  \v;is  cngnj^cil  in  llic  ccnillu  I  at  ri.itlslmij;li,  witli  ilie 
rank  of  major,  and  aci|uitlc(l  liiinsi'lf  wiili  marked  (onraj^c.  I  )nring  the  mililaiy 
occupalion  of  tlii-  Idwn  lie  was  sclcilt'd  l)\('iciK'ral  W  ilkinsdn  to  ai  I  as  Judge 
Advocate  in  u  dil'lieidt  case  that  arose  ((incernmn  a  liriiish  prisoner.  Alter  tlie 
war  Major  Walworth  was  apiiointed  l)ivision  Judge  Advocate,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel. 

"In  iS.;i  lu'  (onsented  lo  rim  for  ( 'ongress,  and  was  elected  by  a  l.irge 
m.ijorit)',  running  ahead  of  liis  ticket  at  t'\ery  point  in  the  disiric  t.  llis  extra 
ordinary  industry  and  close  attention  to  the  affairs  of  his  constilnlenis  enaliled 
him  to  c.irry  some  important  measures  in  then'  behalf.  However,  as  a  member 
of  Ihe  Milii.uy  Commiilee,  an  arduous  and  ungracious  task  was  assigned  to  him. 
]n  the  previous  year,  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  Sei  ret.iry  of  War,  liad,  under  a  new  act  of 
Congress  reorganized  and  reduced  ilie  army  ;  legal  (ibjcclions  had  been  raised  to 
the  method  used  by  Calhoun,  and  tlie  mailer  was  refcired  to  the  M Hilary  Com- 
mittee for  investigation.  Colonel  Wahvorlh  made  an  exhaustive  and  able  report, 
which  sustained  Mr.  Calhoim  ;  but  it  gave  offence  to  a  distinguished  gentleman, 
afterward  a  senator,  who  had  an  opportunity  to  retaliate  at  a  later  da)-,  when  the 
name  of  the  chancellor  was  before  the  Senate  for  Ihe  a[)pointnu;nt  of  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Cnited  States. 

"  Judge  Walworth  was  appointed  Chancellor  of  llic  State  in  .Xjiril,  i8j8,  when 
he  was  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  by  Covernor  Clinion.  He  held  the  office  of 
chancellor  twenty  years,  and  had  jurisdiction  in  all  malleis  rel.iting  to  the  rights 
of  infants  and  lunatiis,  and  appeals  from  the  surrogates  of  all  counties;  and  he 
was  also  cx-ofilkio  a  member  of  the  Court  of  I'.rrors,  and  reipiireil  to  review  ihe 
intricate  legal  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  cases  of  di.ssatisfaclioii.  His 
decisions  as  chancellor  are  foniul  in  fit'ty-two  volumes  of  jjrinted  rejiorts  and 
fhirly-nine  books  of  manuscript.  Several  of  these  decisions  have  intliienced  the 
legislation  and  l.irgest  business  interests  of  this  state  for  good,  and  have  leil  to 
its  remarkable  progress  in  wealth  and  iiower.  When  he  entered  the  office  of 
chancellor  the  calendar  was  .so  far  behind  that  it  seemed  lo  be  following  the 
luibit  of  the  hjiglish  ('hancery  I'oiirt,  so  graphically  inesented  by  Dickens  in 
Jarndyce  vs.  Janid\ce,  but  t!haiicellor  Walworth,  with  his  acciislomed  vigor, 
worked  literally  day  and  night  to  bring  the  business  forward,  and  succeeded  in 
tioiiig  this  in  a  remarkable  way.  It  was,  in  this  effort,  doubtless,  that  he 
accjiiired  the  habit  he  ( arried  through  life,  of  working  until  two  or  three  o'<  lo<  k 
in  the  morning.  He  would  spend  the  evenings  in  society  or  with  his  family, 
and  when  others  retired  he  wt'iil  to  his  office  in  the  north  wing  of  the  house, 
where  two  wax  candles  were  burning,  an<l  in  cold  weather  an  oiien  wood  lire 
was  on  the  hearth;  here  the  scratching  of  his  |)eii  lould  be  heard,  and  his 
beacon  light,  as  the  village  people  called  it,  could  be  seen  until  the  early  hours 
•  if  morning.  His  health  diil  not  seem  to  suffer  nor  his  energy  llag  undei  this 
str.iin. 

"  .\t  the  close  of  his  terin  of  office  it  reipiiied  but  three  years  to  clear  up  the 
business   of  the   court.     Of  bis   ability  Jutlge  Story  said  ;      '  ^Valworth    is  the 
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grealfsl  iviniiy  jurist  now  liviiii;  ;  '  and  C'liaiuclKii'  Kent  says  in  liis  Cumnicii- 
larifs,  in  rcloning  to  Wahvoitli's  decisions,  '  1  am  inoud  of  my  own  native 
slati'.'  An  American  wlio  liad  piacticcd  many  years  in  tlic  courts  of  l^ngland 
told  me  that  he  was  surprised  and  j^raiilied  to  licar,  in  that  i  imntry,  these  de- 
cisions so  tre(|uently  (|uoled  as  authority,  rrinieion,  \'ale,  and  Ihuvardcon- 
terrcd  their  lionors  on  him. 

"  Amen(hnents  to  the  constitution  of  tlie  state  in  1847  again  made  changes  in 
the  judiciary,  and  the  Court  of  t.'liancery  was  ahohsiied.  .After  liaving  success- 
fully dosed  the  business  of  the  court,  Chancellor  Walworth  retired.  'I'he  large 
and  valualile  miscellaneous  lilir.iry  whi(  h  he  had  ( (jllected  for  the  Chancery 
Co\nt  was  incorporated  in  the  .State  l.ibiary. 

"About  1.S44  the  New  Vork  delegation  in  C!ongrcss  and  lawyers  outside  of 
Congress  presenied  the  name  of  Chancellor  Walworth  to  I'resident  'IjUr  to  till 
a  vacancy  then  existing  in  tiie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales.  'I'yler  sent 
the  name  to  the  Senate  ;  it  w.is  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Comnuliee,  which  de- 
layed making  a  report.  Mr.  Charles  O'Conor  used  to  tell  some  amusing  stories 
of  wire  pulling  in  that  committee  ;  one  of  the  absurdities  related  was  that,  alter 
I'resident  J'yler  had  sent  the  chancellor's  name  to  the  Senate,  some  one  told 
'I'yler  that  this  Walworth  was  a  descendant  of  that  Sir  William  Walworth  who 
kdled  his,  I'resident  'I'yler's,  progenitor,  Wat  Tyler,  and  thereuiHin  the  presi- 
dent withdrew  the  chancellor's  name.  The  real  cause  was  one  of  those  curious 
combinations  that  are  peculiar  to  New  York  politics.  I'obtical  ambition  had 
small  hold  on  the  chain  ellor.  lie  once  allowed  his  name  to  be  u.sed  as  a  caiuli- 
date  for  governor  of  the  state,  but  it  was  understood  that  there  was  no  chaiK  e  of 
an  election.  He  was  a  lifelong  Democrat  of  the  Jeffer.sonian  scliool,  but  took 
Jio  active  part  in  politics.  I'resident  Huchanan  offered  him  a  place  in  his  cabi- 
net, and  urged  it  ii])on  him,  but  the  chamellor  declined  it,  as  he  had  declined 
other  politic. d  appointments.  His  high  standard  of  reg.ird  for  the  obligations 
assumed  in  government  office,  and  his  cons(  ientions  fuKilment  of  ])ublic  duty, 
held  him  back  fnnn  any  place  for  which  he  thought  he  had  not  a  special  juep- 
aration  ;  his  standards  of  honesty  were  ecpially  rigiii,  and  he  constantly  |iro- 
tested  against  the  modern  methods  of  speculation  ;  he  refused  to  sell  a  piece  of 
property  at  a  sjjeciilative  price,  telling  the  would  be  purchaser  that  it  was  not 
worth  so  much  ;  that  if  he  wished  to  keep  the  property  he  could  have  it  at  a 
lower  figure,  but  for  speculation  he  could  not  have  it  at  all. 

"After  his  retirement  his  counsel  was  sought  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  as  referee  in  cases  from  the  Sn))reme  Court  of  the  United  States  he  held  his 
court  at  his  homestead  in  Saratoga  ;  there  cases  were  argued  by  such  men  as 
William  H.Seward,  lilaulifoni,  Duller,  Daniel  Lord,  and  other  distinguished 
lawyers.  When  the  court  adjourned  in  the  afternoon  it  was  the  custom  for  some 
of  these  gentlemen  to  dine  with  the  family  almost  daily,  and  the  delightful  in- 
tercourse with  these  learned  and  jovial  men  in  the  ease  of  such  friendly  hours 
was  an  education  in  the  history  of  the  limes  and  of  the  past  ;  their  stories  were 
inexhaustible,  and  the  references  to  past  events  was  like  a  calcium  light  thrown 
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111)1)11  iiiac<essil)lc  places.  It  was  iii)  piivilc^c  to  lie  a  favored  ilauf^liler  in  this 
cliurming  family  circle,  and  every  anxiety  was  softened  and  banished  under  the 
cheering  and  generons  light  of  the  true  and  noMe  character  of  the  rhaiicelicir. 
His  elevated  spirit  and  his  intense  vitality  dominated  the  roterie  around  him,  in 
the  family,  the  so(  ial  circle,  or  in  the  court  ;  not  liy  any  arhitr.uy  act,  hut  hy 
his  tender  charity,  his  cheerfiilncss  and  his  strength. 

"  We  may  say  of  his  public  career  with  Professor  Dane  of  Harvard,  '  'That  no 
court  was  e\er  under  the  guidance  of  a  j\idge  purer  in  character  or  more  gifted 
in  talent  than  Reuben  Hyde  Walworth,  the  last  chancellor  of  New  \'ork  '  " 
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'I'lih,  I",rie  (\iiKil  •'  li.ni'isi's  ilic  Si;iif  til  Ni'u-  \'iiik  in  an  cast  and  west  line 
three  liundrcil  and  si\lv  live  nuirs,  liclwrin  IliilTalo  and  Aliiany.  and  {uniu'i  Is 
till"  watLTS  (if  the  great   npinr  lakes  ami   ihuse  of  tlie  llnds(jii  river  hy  a  yreat 

iiavinable  stream.  Il  was  consinieted  by  the 
Stale  of  New  \\>\k  at  a  cnsl  <if  S7. 600.000  ;  ,ind 
il  was  the  e(jnsiiii)niati(in  df  a  scheme  which 
(lener.d  l'iiili|)  .Scimyler  (the  lather  of  tlie 
.Auurican  canal  system),  I'llkanali  Watson, 
CiiMiveriienr  .Morris,  Jesse  Ilauly,  I  )e  Witt 
Clinton  .111(1  others  had  cherished  for  years. 

'•   I'iic  laie  ('.iiial  w.is  compleled  on  the  j6lh 
of  (((toiler.    I1S25,    water   fmm    Lake   ICrie  was 
admitted    into   il   .it    HI.h  k    Ro(  k,  and  on   this 
(l.iy  the  In  si  hoal  ascended  I'.ie  I.ockport  Locks, 
ERIE  CANAL  MEDAL.  P''"  '  '   'hidugli  ilie  monntain  ri(l,t;e  and  entered 

the  lake,  'i'he  openini;  ceremonie.s  were  at- 
tended with  unliiiunded  joy  and  enthnsi.isin  ;  ciuinon  were  stationed  aloiii;  the 
lianks,  I'roin  one  end  to  the  othei',  at  .i  di^iance  of  four  or  Ih-e  miles  apart,  and  a 
series  of  reports  was  Khoed  throiiyh  its  -.•iilire  length,  in  token  uf  the  mingling 
of  the  w, Iters  ;  mnsie  and  ,i;l  the  fesli\ilies  that 
II  grand  national  siieee-  ;  (..,11  invent  weie  put 
in  retiuisition  to  glur'iy  the  oc(  asion.  ,\  ilolilla 
of  boats  luuing  on  bo.ird  ("KAernor  ('linloii,  ,1 
commillee  of  the  C'oininou  Conncil  of  New 
\drk.  and  numerous  delegates  from  thelowi-, 
along  the  line  of  the  ctnal.  made  the  p.\>sage 
from  l.ak"  Erie  to  S.indy  Hook. 

••There     tlie     Chancellor      I  ,i\ingst(in     was 
anchored,  with  a  swarm  of  other  vessels  around 
her,  which    weie   gaily  decor.iled  with  |1.il:s  and 
crt-Hvded   with    peojile        .\l  a  proper  lime  ( iov 
ernor   Clinton   advanced    to   the  l.iffrail  of  the 

Chancellor  iavingsion.  and  Iiolding  up  a  keg  containing  w.iter  of  l.akeKrie, 
which  had  been  brought  from  Ilufl'alo  in  a  canal  boat,  and  pouring  the  luiuid 
into  the  sea.  completed  the  miptials  of  the  Ocean  and  the  (Ireat  Lakes. 

"  'I'he  01  casion  was  observed  with  similar  demonstrations  of  delight.     Medals 
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were  struck,  sketches  of  canal  scenes  were  iinprinted  on  eartlitnware,  on  liand- 
kerchiefs,  etc,  in  commemoration  of  tlie  event." 


rill':    I.KIK    CANAI.    Ml'.DAL 

1  liave  before  me  a  silver  medal  anil  the  liox  presented  by  the  ('on)mon  Coun- 
cil of  New  Vork  City.  The  box  was  made  from  a  jiiece  of  wood  l)roiij;ht  ivnm 
Va'w  in  tiie  fust  canal  boat—"  The  Seneca  Chief." 

The  medal  is  somewhat  larger  than  a  silver  dollar.  The  obverse  bears  a  rep- 
resentation of  a  Satyr  with  a  horn  of  ])lenly  at  his  side,  and  Neplinie  holdiiig 
his  trident  ;  they  are  seated  on  the  seashore  in  conversation.  Tlie  picture  is 
surronnded  by  the  legend,  "  Union  of  I'.rie  with  ihe  .Atlantic."  On  the  reverse 
is  seen  the  "Seal  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  and  surioumled  b)  the  legend, 
"Erie  Canal  Coinm.  4di  Jidy  1817.  Conip.  26tli  Oct.  1S25."  Underneath 
the  seal  is  the  date  i8j6,  and  the  words,  "  I'resented  by  the  City  of  New 
York." 
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"  As  I'.ir  b.uk  .is  llic  r('ii;ii  nl'  ('luuks  1.,  llu'  l.unilv  ricuii  wlu'in  .Mr.  Cliiilun 
w.is  lull'. illy  (k'scfiulfd,  ucn'  pussissccl  I'l  Muh  ih.ii.u-tt'r  .uui  inllui'iiii'  .is  to  iii- 
viikc  tlif  (lispkMsuu'  i>l  tlu-  ruliiij;  |Hi\\(Ms  lur  llu'ir  ;Ut;uliinciil  in  ih.il  ill  f.iliil 
iimii.iirli.  ( )ii  wl.uh  .ui'.'inil,  timing  llic  tisuiii.iiii>ii  >>l  ( 'rt>iiiut'll,  llif\  u  c  ic 
(iMinoil  til  i'\|i.ili  i.iic  lIu'iiiM'lvfs,  .mil  liii.ilh  siiilcil  .it  I  ,iini.;t<iril  in  lii'l.iiui, 
wlu'if  I'vilolK'l  ('h.iilrs  ('liiiliiii,  the  gf.iiuir.illu-i  ot  Mi  C'linton,  .mil  sun  o!' 
j.iiiU'S  I'lmloii,  u.is  Imhi.  lie  (■iiiiL;i,ilfcl  to  this  cuimliv  tioni  tlif  iioilli  ot  lu'- 
l.mil,  m  i7-'().  .mil  w  .is  son'  llu'ic.illiT.  .ip|ii>mli'il  siuvcvoi  miui.il.  llis  mti- 
ni.ii'N  uitli  ilif  ilonoi.iliU' (iroiL;c  I 'Imtnii,  tlicii  ljum-i  iioi  ol  the  (  oloiiy  ot  New 
\oik  lioni  17.);  to  175_;,  iiintiil)\iti.'il  loj;i\i'  liiiii  L^rc.ilfr  mlliu'iKc.  lU'sctllcil 
III  I'UU'i  ii'iii;t\  III  17^1,  anil  ilu'il  .it  l.ittlf  lliitain,  ( >i,iiigc  coiiiitN  ,  No\fiiilii-r 
i.Slli,  1775.  ,i;;ril  <'iL;lit\  tliu'c.  lie  u.i^.  lioiilcn.ini  i  oloiii'l  of  oiu-  of  till'  IMstcr 
loiiiity  n'.^iinrnts.  .mil  likcuiM-  lii'^t  iiiili;f.  He  i  iiinni.iiuli'il  .i  iti;inu'iil  .it  the 
roilmiioii  ol  I'.'il  I'loiUi'ii.ir,  iiiiiUt  ("k'iici.iI  Hi.ulsiicii,  ulu-n  lu-.ulv  si'vcnty 
yiMi-'  111  .i,-;<'.  Ills  sons,  Mia.iiuUt  .mil  ('li.iiUs,  ucu-  l.nil  to  ilu'  plot^■^^,lon  ol' 
iiu'iliiiiu'  ;  j.iiiio  .uiil  (ii-oii;('  ilisl  ill_L;lll^ll(■ll  tliniiM'Kts  ill  the  liriuli  w.ir,  ainl 
111  tlu'  w.ir  ol  the  l\i'\oliition,  lioliliiii;  tlir  olticc  ol  iii.ijois  unni.il  in  the  .\iuii- 
ii.m  .iiiiiv.  I.inu's  ilu'il  III  1,'si.;,  .mil  (Icmij^c  on  llic  201I1  ol  Apiil,  ot'  the  same 
\c.ir  ;  Ii.iviiil;  liocii  L;ovi'inor  ot  this  sl.ilr  loi  twiiily  oi;i'  \t\ns,  .iiul  \  ice  picsi- 
ili'iit  ol  the  I'mtcil  Sl.iti's  .it  the  pciioil  ol  his  ilc.ith.  'The  tiiiU  ilhi-.tiioiis 
siilijcit  of  this  mcinoir  u.is  .1  immi  ol  ('u'lici.il  hnius  (.'Imion.  I  lis  inoilm  u  .is 
\l,li\'  ill'  Witt,  .1  l.iiU  ot  Oulrli  ilrMilil.  Ill-  U.IS  hoin  ,it  his  t.ithci's  li'suleiice 
111  l.illli'  Itiit.iiii.  on  till'  Jil  of  M.itili,  I7(i(),  .iiiil  irn'iuil  Ins  iiiiiii,ii\  cihiLitioll 
.It  .1  gi.unniii-  SI  hool  Ml  tin-  iu'Il;Ii1'oi  ing  \ill.ii;f  ol  Sloncliclil,  iiiuU'l  the  cut-  i<{' 
tlu'  Rov.  |ohn  Mulal,  liom  uhiih,  at  llw  aj;c  of  tliiitcfii,  he  w.is  sent  to  .111 
.HMilrniv  ,it  Kin;;slon,  t.iii!;lil  1)\  .Mr.  John  .Aihlison,  whcic  hr  ifin.iiiu'il  till  pif- 
p.iiiil  to  cnti'f  till'  iiinior  i  l.iss  of  ( 'oliiiiilu.i  ColliLjf  in  17.S.1,  .mil  gi.uhi.itcil  .it 
ihi'  tirst  piihlif  cotiimi'iii  cini'iit  >>{  th.it  instilntioii  .itli'i  llir  Kcvohilion  111  1  7.S(i. 
lie  u.is  .ukiiowlnlm'il  to  he  llic  liisi  m  liolar  m  his  rl.iss,  in.milcsimL;  at  .111  imiIv 
,il;i'  .1  irm.iik.iMi'  ipii  kncss  i.|  pel  1  I'plioii  anil  .1  vii^nrons  pouir  of  mti'llcrt, 
wliiili  lie  ever  .ilter  e\hiliit('il,  .uhlcil  lo  .1  line  t.ilent  lor  i  imi|iositioii  .mil  f\- 
lempor.iiieoiis  ilelvite.  On  his  le.u  iiii;  iollei;e  he  entciril  n|ion  the  stiiilv  of  the 
l.iu',  in  the  ollue  ot  S.minel  Joius,  .1  I'.i'iitlcinan  ili'sci  \eill\  iniiiienl  m  Ins  pio- 
fessiiiii,  fmiiieily  iceorilci  ot  ihe  1  il\  .  .mil  subsei|iieiitly  eomiitioller  ot  the  st.ile. 
I'mlcr  siu'li  tuition,  with  ,1  iiniul  uell  ilisi  ipliiieil  to  habits  of  stiiily,  anil  1  iehly 
sioicil  with  .ill  the  eleiiieiil.ir\  knowleiltje  lA'  his  piolession,  lie  soon  .uioiii 
plislieil  Ins  jiuliei.il  stiulies  ;  ;iiul  .iiioiilm^h-,  in  171)0.  we  liiul  him  pr.utieine 
.It  the  bar,  with  a  siiciess,  that  g.i\e  promise  of  high  leg.il  leputatioii,  when  he 
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was  invited  to  be  secretary  to  his  uncle,  (lovenior  Clinton,  \vlii(  h  he  retained 
till  the  close  of  his  administration  in  1795.  In  the  meiiiuinie  he  had  heen 
chosen  secretary  to  the  board  of  regents  of  ijie  university.  In  1797,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  assembly  for  the  City  of  Nf\v  \'ut\i,  in  1800  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  and  in  1810,  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature,  a  senator  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  colleague  of  Cioverneur  Morris. 

"  In  August,  1799,  he  had  an  affair  of  honor  with  John  Swartwout,  Esq.,  in 
which  after  exiiianging  five  sliots,  the  latter  was  woinided  in  the  leg.  The 
parlies  were  afterward  reconciled  and  remained  through  life  on  friendl)'  terms. 

"  In  the  same  year,  Mr.  Clinton  was  appointed  fust  judge  of  (Jueeus  county, 
where  he  occasionally  resided  ;  but  circumslanc  es  induced  him  to  dec  line  the 
appointment.  In  1803,  he  resigned  his  seal  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates, 
on  being  made  ma\i)rof  New  \'ork,  which  oftice  be  retained  till  Match,  1807. 
He  contimted  in  this  situation,  by  successive  reappointments,  till  1815,  whc-n, 
from  violent  party  opposition,  he  was  compelled  to  retire;  and  during  the  years 
1815,  '16,  aiul  '17,  lived  a  ]irivate  citizen.  In  1817,  he  was  elected,  almost 
unanimously,  to  succeed  Daniel  1).  'I'oinpkius  as  governor  of  the  state.  He  was 
reelected  again  in  1820,  although  iii)|>(ised  by  Mr.  Tompkins,  then  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  oiice  more  become  a  candidate.  In  1823,  he 
voluntarily  declined  the  oftice,  and  once  more  retired  to  private  lile,  devoting 
himself  to  the  ])ursuits  of  science  and  literature,  holding  oid\-  the  unprotil.ible 
office  of  caiud  commissioner,  but  from  which  he  was  removed,  in  1824,  by  the 
shameless  lualignity  cjf  political  cippoiients.  This  extraordinary  act  of  jKiity 
meauneis  and  jjuny  persecution  was  thoroughly  rebuked  by  the  majesty  of  pub- 
lic oijinion,  atid  resulted  in  his  cle\ation  to  the  gidiernatorial  oftice  b)  a  laiger 
majority  than  had  ever  been  known  in  this  state  at  a  contested  election.  He 
was  reelected  in  1826,  and  retained  the  oftice  tdl  his  death,  which  occurred  sud- 
deidy  at  his  house  in  .Mliany,  on  the  iithof  Febnuny,  1828.  This  great  ca- 
l.imily  was  universally  felt ;  and  the  ])ublic  testimonials  of  respect  and  \enera- 
tion  for  his  memory  in  every  part  of  the  stale  and  lliuon,  were  alike  honorable 
to  the  jieople,  and  a  due  apjirecialicui  vif  the  character,  talents,  and  services  cjf 
the  deceased.  As  a  philosopher,  a  statesman,  a  writer,  a  scholar,  an  orator,  a 
delightful  companion,  a  correct  ciii/en,  and  a  pure  aiul  honest  m.m,  (says  Dr. 
Hosack,)  will  go  down  to  posterity  divested  of  every  reproach.  I  lis  reputation 
was  not  confined  to  the  coun'ry  he  immeiliately  beneliled  by  his  scivices.  In 
the  literary  cinles,  and  in  llu'  siientilic  inslitiiticjiis  of  Ivirope,  his  name  was 
familiarly  known  as  among  ihe  most  eminent  of  his  clay.  It  is  evidence  of  the 
hi^h  estimation  in  which  he  was  held,  that  he  was  honored  by  being  made  a 
member  of  many  learned  societies  in  (neat  llritain,  and  held  also  an  extensive 
correspondeiiee  with  some  of  the  most  disliugiiishecl  men  of  the  age.  He  was 
an  honor.u'v  member  of  the  I.innean,  the  horticultural  societies  of  London,  and 
of  tlie  Wernerian  society  of  Kdinburgh  ;  was  in  habits  of  intercourse  with  the 
late  Sir  James  I'alward  Smith,  the  learned  president  of  the  first,  and  with  Mr. 
Knight  and  Mr.  Sabine,  the  able  officers  of  the  hitler.     The  acknowledged  repii- 
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tation  which  Mr.  Clinton  attained  iii  his  litfiaiy  cliaiacler,  taken  in  connection 
witii  his  extensive  pulihc  services,  is  to  be  ascribed,  not  only  to  his  native  taste 
and  ardent  love  of  knowledge,  but  to  the  wonderful  industry  and  order  with 
which  he  performed  his  many  and  varied  duties.  He  was  an  early  riser,  and 
tievoted  every  moment  that  could  be  spared  from  oflicial  and  nece.ssary  calls  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  No  tine  was  more  ambitious  of  a  reputation  for 
science  and  literature,  anil  few  ever  made  a  more  successful  pngress  in  the  ac- 
(piisition  of  useful  knowledge.  In  sc.nie  of  the  pliysical  sciences  he  was  espe- 
cially well  versed  ;  and  as  a  classical  and  belles  lettres  scholar,  hi;;  proficiency 
was  very  considerable,  lie  observed  'he  ninuisi  punclualily  in  all  his  engage- 
ments;  his  regard  for  truth  and  honor  being  one  of  the  car(Unal  principles  of 
his  mind  and  character.  When  released  from  the  severer  labors  which  employed 
his  attention,  a  volume  of  the  ilassi(  s  or  a  work  on  science  occupied  his  mo- 
ments of  rela.xation  ;  and  his  large  and  well-stored  library  constantly  afforded 
him  ample  sources  of  study  and  entertainment.  'The  ordinary  amusements  of 
fashionable  life  '■..•esented  no  attractions  for  him,  but  were  avoided,  as  not  only 
involving  the  loss  of  time,  money,  and  rejiutation,  but  as  incompatible  with 
those  pursuits  and  views,  belonging  to  him  who  has  at  heart  the  dignity  ot  his 
own  character,  the  higher  interests  of  science,  and  the  welfare  of  his  country. 
In  his  person  Mr.  (Jlinton  was  tall,  finely  [iroptirtioned,  and  of  commanding 
aspect.  His  physiognomy  pointed  out  great  mental  activit)  and  power,  and  the 
phrenological  devehjpments  of  his  head  were  of  tlie  most  remarkable  character, 
uniting  great  benevolence  with  the  highest  degree  of  integrity  and  moral  coui- 
age.  The  superior  dignity  of  his  pers(^ii  indicated  a  bold  and  hauglity  temjier  ; 
yet  nothing  was  further  from  the  truth,  for  he  was  constitutionally  timid,  aiid 
only  an  e.xalted  sense  of  public  duty  caused  him  to  e.\ercise  on  any  occasion  his 
ability  for  public  speaking.  His  untiring  industry  and  perseverance  in  various 
|)ublic  stations  were  distinguishing  attributes,  and  exercised,  to  their  fullest  e.\- 
tent,  amidst  the  al)\ise,  calumny  and  ridi(  ule  which  he  was  compelled  to  en- 
counter from  the  vampires  of  reputation,  while  jirosei  uting  his  great  objects  of 
internal  improvement.  Indeed,  few  men  were  ever  assailed  by  a  more  deter- 
mined opposition,  and  no  man  ever  triumphed  more  completely  over  every  ob- 
stacle which  came  in  his  way.  The  task  was  truly  herculean,  and  the  issue 
most  honoral)le  and  glorious  for  his  future  fame. 

"  In  his  domestic  and  social  relations  he  was  cheerful  and  kind  ;  in  his  friend- 
ships warm  and  sincere  ;  and  in  his  moral  character  most  unexceptionable.  As 
a  speaker,  he  was  slow,  cautions  and  deliberate,  manifesting  the  constant  exer- 
cise of  the  understanding.  He  never  indulged  in  rant  or  vehemence,  either  of 
voice  or  gesture  ;  yet  his  clear  and  logical  method,  force  and  perspicuity  of 
style,  anil  dignity  of  manner,  gave,  whether  in  the  judgment  seat  or  in  a  delib- 
erate assembly,  an  et'fect  and  inlluence  which  few  others  ever  exercised  in  this 
state,  If,  indeed,  the  possession  of  strong  native  poweis  of  mind,  aided  liy  ex- 
tensive attaiinnents  ;  if  an  innate  spirit  of  patriotism,  (piickened  and  directed 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  interests  of  his  country  ;   if  a  lite  devoted  to  the  iinceas- 
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ing  performance  of  public  duly  ami  expendeil  in  the  service  of  his  native  state, 
entitle  tiie  possessor  to  respect  and  gratituile,  -Mr.  (Jlinton  presents  the  siront;est 
claims,  not  only  to  >  c  affections  of  liis  countrMiien,  hut  to  a  distingiiislKil  phice 
among  the  sages,  statesmen,  anil  benefactors  of  America. 

"  Two  of  the  most  important  objects  of  his  heart,  he  lived  to  see  accom- 
plished— the  establishment  of  a  better  system  of  conunon  schools,  and  the  l",ne 
canal,  the  last  of  which  shoiilil  be  (ailed  by  his  name,  as  the  .ippropriale  and 
durable  monument  of  his  fame  and  services.  \\  hate\er  claims  ma_\'  be  asserted 
by  otiiers  in  this  stupendous  (iroject,  all  impartial  and  intelligent  men  are  now 
convinced  that  the  glory  of  its  execution  uf  right  belongs  to  him.  I'rom  its 
coimnencement,  through  all  its  subsequent  embarrassments,  he  stood  forwaid, 
through  good  and  evil  report,  as  its  fearless  and  luiwavering  advocate,  staked 
his  character  upon  its  success  and  tendered  his  reputation  as  its  surety.  He 
lived  to  see  the  consummation  of  the  work,  desiring  no  other  recompense  for 
his  time  and  services  tlnn  a  consciousness  of  the  incalculable  importance  of  the 
project  to  present  and  future  generations.  In  the  performance  of  his  jiidii  ial 
duties,  his  learnim;,  fninness,  and  integrit)'  ha\e  received  an  nnipialified  eco- 
nium  from  all.  .As  a  magistrate,  he  was  enlightened  and  dignified  ;  in  all 
the  relations  of  lite,  public  and  private,  he  had  few  equals  and  no  superior  ; 
and  his  death  vas  truly  a  subject  of  regret,  not  oidy  to  his  friends  but  to  the 
nation.  As  ye',  no  monument  has  by  the  public  been  raised  to  his  memorv, 
(1842)  ;  but,  to  the  honor  of  the  Lite  executive  of  the  State  of  New  ^"olk,  the 
subject  has  been  brought  before  the  legislature,  and  will,  it  is  i)resinned,  result 
in  the  adoi)lion  of  some  meas\ire,  creditable  alike  to  all.  For,  in  the  words  of 
Governor  Seward,  '  the  custom  of  iKJUoring  the  dead  commends  itself  to  the 
natural  sentiments  of  mankind  ;  anil  although,  in  ignorant  and  depraved 
countries,  it  has  been  abused  by  the  erection  of  pyramids,  and  temples,  and 
tombs,  to  preserve  the  ashes  of  tyrants,  it  c.mnot  among  an  enlightened  people, 
be  otherwise  than  right  aiul  expedient  to  per|)etuale  the  memory  of  jmblic 
benefactors,  and  thus  stimulate  and  encourage  emulation  of  their  deeds. 

"  It  may  without  fear  of  contradiction,  be  aftirmeil  that  to  Mr.  Clinton  is  the 
State  of  New  Vork  more  indebted  for  her  present  astonishing  prosjierity  than  to 
any  other  man  that  ever  lived,  and  that  the  loss  snst.iined  by  his  de.ith  was  one 
of  the  greatest  that  imdil  happen  by  the  decease  of  any  individual  then  living. 

"Mr.  Clinton  married  February  lolh.  1796,  Maria,  daughter  of  Walter 
Franklin,  of  New  York,  by  whom  Ite  had  several  children.  She  died  in  1818, 
and  in  1827  he  married  Catharine,  ilaughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  jiuies,  of 
N'ew  ^'ork.' 

By  Dknjamin  F.  Tho.mi'son. 
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F.XTKACTS  l-KiiM    IIIK  >UI.I,\I,>  ol    (il.Ii  liOoKS 

Jo^Ki'ii  Addison:,  tlic  celchr.iiccl  wit,  ami  iimsi  hrilliani  t-ssayist  of  liis  time, 
was  liiini  in  Wilishiii',  I'Lii^land,  May  ist,  1672  ;  ami  difd  in  Ki'nsingttin,  June 
lyiii.  1719.  lie  idili'il  in  cunm'cli.in  wilh  Sir  Kidiaril  Sleek-,  ihf  pcrnulu  al 
l)a[)cr  called  "  llic  Siiecialur."  I!ci;innni,i;  in  1  7  1  1 ,  lie  Cdiilrilmtfil  two  liundixd 
and  seventy  lour  essaws  whieli  were  lead  with  avidity  by  all  classes.  His  I'avor- 
ile  ide.d  t  iiararter  was  Sir  Rol:ii-  de  C'ii\eily.  "A  niaster|)iei  e  as  well  as  an 
historiial  reeord  is  that  ot'  Sir  RoLier,  llie  cotintry  gentleman,  .1  loyal  servant  of 
Slate  and  Churcli,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  with  a  chai)laiii  of  his  own,  and  whose 
estate  shows  on  a  small  scale  llie  slrurliiie  of  ihe  l'aii;lish  nation.  I'his  domain 
IS  a  little  kini;(iom,  1  lienially  governed,  hut  still  governed.  Sir  Roger  rakes 
his  tenants,  passes  iliein  in  review  in  (  liiirch,  knows  their  affairs,  gives  them 
•  idvice,  assistance,  c.iumands;  he  is  respected,  ohe\ed,  loved,  hei  ause  he  li\es 
with  them,  liecanse  the  siinpli(  ity  of  his  tastes  and  I'ducalion  yxWi  jiim  on  u 
level  with  tlu'in,  hecaiise  as  a  magistrate,  a  land  [iroprielor  of  many  years' 
SI, Hiding,  a  wi'.dlliy  man,  a  lienelai  tor  and  neighhor,  he  e\eri  ises  a  moral  ai.d 
legal,  a  useful  ami  respt'cted  authority.  .Addison  at  the  same  time  shows  in  him 
the  solid  anil  peculiar  I'.nglish  character,  built  of  heart  of  (lak,  wilh  all  the 
niggedness  ot  the  [>rimiti\e  hark,  which  lan  neilher  be  solleiied  nor  planed 
down,  a  great  love  of  kindness  which  extends  e\en  to  animals,  a  love  lor  ihe 
c  iiinlry  and  for  bodily  exerciseS;  an  iiu  lination  to  ( mnmaml  and  discipline,  a 
I'eeling  of  subordination  and  respect,  much  common  sense  and  litlk'  tuiesse,  a 
habit  of  displajing  and  prai  ticing  in  public,  his  singularities  and  oddities,  care- 
less of  ridicule,  without  thought  or  brav.ido,  solely  because  these  men  ai  knowl- 
edge no  judge  but  themsehcs.  A  hundred  traits  depict  the  times,  a  lack  df 
love  for  reading,  a  lingering  belief  in  witches,  rustic  ami  sporting  manners,  the 
ignorances  of  an  artless  or  back^^•ard  mind.  Sir  Roger  gives  the  children  who 
answer  their  <atechism  well,  a  liible  for  themselves,  and  h.df  a  llitch  of  bacon 
t'lr  their  mothers.  Whiui  a  verse  pleases  him  he  sings  it  for  half  a  minute  alter 
the  congregation  has  tlnished.  Hi'  kills  eight  fat  ]>igs  at  Christmas,  and  sends 
a  pudding  and  a  jiack  nfc.uils  to  e.ich  poor  lamil\-  in  the  parish.  When  he 
goes  to  the  theatre  he  supplies  his  servants  with  cnduels  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  thieves  which,  he  says,  inlest  London.  .Addison  returns  a  score  of 
times  to  the  old  knight,  alw.iys  showing  some  new  aspect  of  his  char.icter,  a 
distinguished  observer  of  humanity,  curiously  assiduous  and  discerning,  a  true 
creator,  having  but  one  step  farther  to  go  to  enl<'r  like  Richardson  and  l-'ieliling 
upon   the  great  work   of  modern  litiratiire,  the  novel  of  manners  and  customs  " 
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A(l(iisi)ii  says,  "  Wlien  I  am  in  a  sltIdus  humor  1  very  often  walk  by  myself 
to  Westmiiisitr  Abbey.  When  tlie  gloominess  of  the  place  and  the  use  to 
wliicii  it  is  applied,  with  tiie  solemnity  of  the  building  ami  tiie  conditions  of 
the  people  who  lie  in  it,  are  apt  to  till  the  mind  with  a  kind  of  melancholy  or 
rather  thonghtfnlness  that  is  not  ilisagreeable — When  I  look  upon  tlie  tombs  of 
the  great,  every  emotion  of  envy  dies  in  me  ;  when  1  read  tlie  epitaphs  of  the 
beautiful,  every  inordinate  desire  goes  unt  ;  when  1  meet  witii  the  grief  of 
parents  upon  a  tombstone,  my  lieart  melts  with  compassion  ;  when  I  see  the 
tombs  of  the  parents  themselves,  1  consider  the  vanity  of  grieving  for  those  whom 
we  must  qui<kly  follow  ;  when  I  see  kings  lyiii"^  by  those  who  despised  tiiem, 
wiien  I  consider  rival  wits  placed  side  by  side,  or  the  holy  men  who  divided  the 
world  with  tlieir  contests  or  disputes,  I  reflect  with  sorrow  and  astonishment  on 
the  little  comjietitions,  fiictions  and  debates  of  mankind." 

His  ashes  lie  in  this  superb  Campo  Santo. 
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I'XTR.VfTS  IROM  "  srKCT.X'l'oR '• 

PA  IX  MIS.  —  r,Y  AUDISON 

"  About  the  Tiiiddle  of  last  winter  I  went  to  see  an  opera  at  the  theatre  in  the 
Haymarket,  where  I  could  not  but  take  notice  of  two  parties  of  very  fine  wumeii, 
that  had  pku  ed  themselves  in  the  opposite  side  boxes,  and  seemed  drawn  up  in 
a  kind  of  battle  array,  one  ai^.iiist  the  other.  After  a  short  survey  of  them,  1 
found  they  were  patched  differently  ;  the  ta<:es  on  one  hand  being  spotted  on  the 
right  side  of  the  forehead,  and  those  upon  the  other  on  the  left.  1  (piickly  per- 
ceived that  they  cast  h(istile  gl.nices  upon  one  another ,  and  that  tiieir  patches 
were  pUu  ed  in  those  different  situations,  and  party  signals  to  distinguish  friends 
from  foes.  In  the  middle  boxes,  between  those  two  opposite  bodies,  were  sev- 
eral ladies  who  ])atcherl  indifferently  on  botii  sides  of  their  faces,  and  seemed  to 
sit  there  with  no  oilier  intention  but  to  see  the  opera.  I'pon  incpiiry  I  found, 
that  the  body  of  Ama/.ons  on  my  right  were  Whigs,  and  those  on  my  left, 
Tories;  and  that  those  who  jilaced  tliemselves  in  middle  boxes  were  a  neutral 
]K\rty,  wh(ise  faces  had  not  yet  declared  tliemselves.  These  last,  however,  as  1 
afterward  found,  diminished  daily,  and  took  their  party  with  one  side  (jr  the 
other;  insomuch,  that  I  observeil  in  several  of  them,  the  ]i.itches,  which  were 
before  dispersed  equally,  are  now  all  gone  over  to  the  Whig  or  Tory  side  of  the 
face. 

A    I.KTTKR.  —  r,V    ADDISo:; 

•■'  Mr.  Spectator  :  Women  are  armed  with  fans  as  men  with  swords,  and 
sometimes  do  more  execution  with  tliem.  To  the  end,  therefore,  that  ladies 
may  be  entire  mistresses  of  the  weapon  whicli  they  bear.  1  have  erected  an 
academy  for  the  training  up  of  young  women  in  the  exercise  of  the  fan,  accord- 
ing to  the  most   fashionable   airs  and  motions  that  are  now  practiced  at  Court. 


J,* 


j()si:vii  .1  DDJsox 


683 


The  ladies  who  carry  fans  under  me  r.re  drawn  up  twice  a  day  in  my  great  liall, 
where  ihey  are  instructed  in  the  use  of  tiieir  arms,  and  exercised  by  the  follow- 
ing words  of  command, 

"  '  Handle  your  fans, 

'•  '  Unfurl  )our  fans, 

"  '  Discharge  your  fans, 

"  '  (iround  your  fans, 

"  '  Recover  your  fans, 

"  '  Flutter  your  fans.' 

"  i5y  the  riglit  observation  of  these  few  plain  words  of  command,  a  woman  of 
tolerable  genius,  who  will  apply  herself  diligently  to  her  exercise  for  the  space 
of  one  half  year,  shall  be  able  to  give  her  fan  all  the  graces  that  can  possibly 
enter  into  that  little  modish  machine.  The  master  enters  into  an  elaborate  ex- 
planation of  the  six  exercises  and  concludes  by  saynig  :  '  I  shall  have  a  gen- 
eral review  on  'i'hursd.iy  next  ;   to  which  you  sliall  be  very  welcome  if  you  wdl 

honor  it  with  your  iiresence.' 

"  I  am  \c. 

"  P.  S.     I  teach  young  gentlemen  the  whole  art  of  gallanting  a  fan. 

"  N.  B.     I  have  several  little  plain  fans  made  for  this  use,  to  avoid  expense. 


Aii\i-.Kii>i:Mi:Nr. — i:v  Aiuuscjx 

"  The  exercise  of  the  snuffbox,  accordnig  to  the  most  fashionable  airs  and 
motions,  in  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  the  fan,  will  be  taught  with  the  best 
plain  or  perfumed  snuff,  at  Charles  l.illie's,  perfumer,  at  the  corner  of  Ik'auturt 
buildings  in  the  .Strand,  and  attendance  given  for  tlie  benefit  of  young  merchants 
about  the  ICxcliange  for  two  cjr  three  hours  every  day  at  noon,  except  Saturdays, 
at  the  toy  shop  near  Clarraway's  coffee  house.  There  will  be  likewise  taught  the 
ceremony  of  the  snuffbox,  or  rules  for  offering  snuff  to  the  stranger,  a  friend,  or 
a  mistress,  according  to  the  degrees  of  familiarity  or  distance  ;  with  an  explana- 
tion of  the  careless,  the  sc(jrnful,  the  polite,  and  the  surly  pincli,  and  the 
gestures  proper  to  cac  h  of  them. 

"  N.  h.  The  undertaker  does  not  ciuestion  but  in  a  short  time  to  have  formed 
a  body  of  regular  snuffboxes  ready  to  meet  and  make  head  against  all  the  regi- 
ment of  fans  whicli  have  been  lately  discii)lined  and  are  now  in  tiiotion. 


t 


,\i>viKiisi"Mi:vT. — r.v  audison 


Sir, 


"  I  am  a  young  woman,  and  reckoned  pretty  ;  therefore  you'll  pardon  me 
that  I  trouble  you  to  decide  a  wager  between  me  and  a  cousin  of  mine,  who  is 
always  contradicting  me  because  he  understands  Latin.     I'ray,  sir,  is  dimple 

spelt  with  a  single  or  a  double  p  ? 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Vour  very  humble  servant. 

"  BKTTV  STAfNTKR. 
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A  l,KT'n:i<.  —  UV  AIM)|>()\ 
"  Mk.   Sl'lX'lAToU, 

"  1  am  a  coiuili)  cUigyinan,  and  \\u\k'  ymi  will  lend  nie  your  assistance  in 
ridic:idnig  some  little  indecencies  which  cannot  so  piuiKily  be  exposed  iVom  the 
pulpit. 

"  A  widow  Lilly  who  straggled  this  summer  from  1-ondon  into  iii)  parish  for 
llie  benefit  of  the  air,  as  she  says,  appears  every  Siinda)'  at  church  with  many 
lashionable  extravagancies,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  my  congregation. 

"  iJut  what  gives  us  the  most  olTente  is  her  theatrical  manner  of  singing  llii' 
I'salms.  She  introduces  above  fillv  Italian  aiis  iii  the  hundrrdth  I'salm  ;  and 
whilst  we  begin  All  People  in  llie  old  sulenin  tune  of  our  forefathers,  she  in  a 
ijuite  different  key  runs  ilivisions  on  tlu'  vowels,  and  ailorns  them  with  the  graces 
of  Nicolini  ;  if  she  meets  with  eke  or  a)e,  whii  h  are  frequent  in  the  metre  of 
Mopkins  and  iSteridioJd,  we  are  certain  to  hear  her  iiuavering  them  half  a 
minute  after  lis  to  some  sprightly  airs  of  the  opera. 

•■  1  am  very  far  from  being  an  enemy  to  church  music  ;  but  fear  this  abuse  of 
It  may  make  my  jiarish  ridiculous,  whoalread)  look  on  the  singing  I'salms  as  an 
entertainment,  and  not  part  of  their  devotion  :  besi<k's  I  am  aiJjirehensive  that 
tht  infection  may  spread  ;  lor  Sipiire  Siiueekum,  who  by  his  voice  seems  (if  1 
may  use  the  expression)  to  be  cut  out  for  an  Italian  singer,  was  last  Sunday 
practicing  the  same  airs. 

■■  I  know  the  lady's  ])rin'-iples,  and  that  she  will  |iliad  the  toleration,  which 
(as  she  fam  ies)  allows  her  noi'conformity  in  this  ])artiiular  ;  but  I  beg  you  to  ac- 
(]iiaiiit  her,  that  singing  the  I's  Ims  in  a  dilTerint  tune  from  the  rest  of  the  con- 
gregation, is  a  sort  of  schism  noi  tolerated  by  that  .>ct.      1  am,  Sir, 

•'  Vour  ver)'  humble  servant, 

"  R.  S. 


A    l.f.TTF.K.  — I;V    AUniSUN 
••  DkaK  Mk.  Sl'KCTAToK, 

"  1  have  a  sot  of  a  husband  that  lives  a  very  scandalous  life,  and  wastes 
away  his  l)ody  and  fortune  in  debatu  heries  ;  and  is  immovable  to  all  the  argu- 
menls  I  can  urge  to  him.  I  would  gladly  know  whether  in  some  cases  a  cudgel 
may  not  be  allowed  as  a  good  figure  of  speech,  and  whether  it  may  not  be  law- 
fully used  by  a  female  orator. 

"  Your  humble  servant. 

"  IUriiaua  Ckaiitkke. 


a  i.i.iti'.k.  —  i'.y  audison 
"  Mr.  Spictator, 

"  I  am  a  footman  in  a  great  family,  and  am  in  love  with  the  housemai(L 
^Ve  were  all  at  hut  cockles  last  night  in  the  hall  tliese  holidays  ;  when  1  lay 
down  and  was  blinded  ;  she  pulleil  off  her  shoe  and  liit  me  widi  the  heel  such  a 
rap  as  almost  broke  my  head  to  |)ieces.      I'ray,  Sir,  was  this  love  or  spite? 


'l^^ 


mji«sHmtwmtmm'mk%mitiemKmvgmnmmMfUMi^MmimmKmm 


.l(isi:ril  ADDlsnX 


OHA 


-AV 


l;V    AlMilNUN 


"  1  was  lliis  iiuirniiiL;  Huri)ii^.r(l  wiili  a  j^umI  kiiuckiiig  al  tlic  iluor,  when  my 
landlaiiy's  ilauglitfr  caiiiu  ii])  to  iiif,  ami  luld  me  llial  tlicit-  was  a  man  lii.'l()\v 
(ksiied  to  speak  with  mc.  Upon  niy  asking  lii-'V  wlio  it  was,  she  t<ihl  mi-  it  was 
a  very  j^iave  clilcrly  person,  i)ut  that  she  diil  not  know  iiis  name.  1  immediately 
went  down  to  liim,  and  found  iiiin  to  be  llie  coachman  of  my  woriiiy  lrien<i  Sir 
Ro^er  de  ("overly.  He  toUl  me  tliat  his  master  came  to  town  hist  niglit,  aid 
Would  lie  };l.id  to  lake  a  turn  with  ine  in  ('ira)'s  Inn  walks.  As  I  was  wondering 
in  m}self  what  had  liiounht  Sir  Roger  lo  town,  not  having  lately  received  aii_\' 
letter  from  him,  he  told  me  that  his  master  was  come  up  to  get  a  sight  of  I'rii.ce 
iMigene,  and  that  he  desired  I  would  immediately  meet  Iimii. 

"  I  was  not  a  lillle  pleased  with  the  curiosity  of  the  (jld  Knight,  though  1  did 
not  nuich  wonder  at  it,  having  heard  him  say  more  than  once  in  jirivate  dis- 
course, th.it  he  looked  upon  I'riiice  I*',iigenio  ( for  so  the  Knight  always  calls 
him)   to  he  a  greater  m.in  than  Scanderheg. 

'•  1  was  no  sooner  i  omc  inlo  (Iray's-Inn  walks,  hut  I  heard  my  t'lieiid  upon 
the  terrace  heininiiig  twice  or  thrice  to  himself  with  great  vigour.  foi-  he  loves  to 
clear  his  pipes  in  good  air  (to  make  use  of  his  own  ])hrase),  and  is  not  a  little 
pleased  with  anyone  who  takes  note  of  the  strength  which  he  still  exerts  in  his 
morning  hems. 

"  1  was  touched  with  a  secret  joy  at  the  sight  of  the  good  old  man,  who,  he- 
fore  he  saw  me,  w.is  engaged  in  i  onversation  with  u  beggar  man  that  had  asked 
an  alms  of  him.  1  (ould  hear  my  friend  chid  him  for  not  liiiding  out  some 
Work  ;  but  at  the  same  lime  s.iw  him  i)Ut  his  hand  in  his  pocket  and  gave  him  a 
sixpence. 

"Our  salutations  were  very  hearty  on  both  sides,  consisting  of  many  kind 
shakes  of  the  hand,  and  several  affectionate  loi  '  which  we  cast  upon  one 
another.  After  which  the  Knight  told  me  my  good  friend  his  chaplain  was  \ery 
well,  and  much  at  my  service,  and  that  the  Sunday  before  he  had  made  a  most 
incomparable  sermon  out  of  Doctor  Barrow.  I  have  left,  says  he,  all  my  affairs 
ill  his  hands,  and  being  willing  to  lay  an  obligation  upon  him,  ha\e  deposited 
with  him  thirty  iiierks,  to  be  distributed  among  his  poor  parishioners. 

"  He  then  proceeded  to  acquaint  me  with  the  welfare  of  Will  Wimble.  Upon 
which  he  jjiit  his  hand  into  his  tob,  and  i)reseuted  me  in  his  name  with  a 
tobacco-stopper,  telling  me  that  Will  had  been  busy  all  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  in  turning  great  (luantities  of  them  ;  and  that  he  made  a  present  of  one 
to  everv  gentleman  in  the  country  who  has  good  prim  i])les  and  smokes.  He 
added,  tluit  piior  Will  was  at  jjresent  under  great  tribulation,  for  that  'I'om 
Touchey  had  taken  the  law  of  him  for  cutting  some  hazel  sticks  out  of  one  of 
his  hedges. 

"  .Among  other  pieces  of  news  which  the  Knight  brought  from  his  country- 
seat,  he  informed  me  that  Moll  While  was  dead  ;  and  that  about  a  month  after 
her  death   the  wind   w.is  so  very  high  that  it  blew  down  the  end  of  one  of  his 
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barns.  Hut,  for  my  own  p.irt,  says  Sir  Ko^;it,  I  do  not  think  tli.it  the  ^M 
wunun  liad  any  hanci  in  it. 

"  Hf  afterward  fell  into  an  account  of  the  diversions  which  had  passed  in 
his  house  durin^  the  holidays  ;  for  Sir  Roger,  after  the  laudahle  custom  of  his 
ancestors,  always  keeps  open  house  at  Ciirislmas.  1  learned  from  him,  that  he 
h.ul  killed  eight  fat  hogs  for  this  season,  that  he  had  dealt  about  his  chines  very 
liberally  among  his  neighbors,  and  that  in  particular  lie  had  sent  a  string  of 
liogs'  puddings  with  a  p.u  k  of  cards  to  every  poor  family  in  the  parish.  1  have 
often  Ihoiiglit  says  Sir  Roger,  it  happens  very  well  that  C'hrisiinas  should  fall  out 
in  the  middle  of  winter.  It  is  the  most  deail  uncomfortable  time  of  the  year, 
when  the  poor  people  would  suffer  very  much  from  their  jioverty  ami  cold,  if 
they  had  not  good  chcr,  warm  t'lres.  ami  I'hristmas  gambols  to  support  them. 
I  love  to  rejc'ce  ther.  _vior  hearts  at  this  season,  and  to  see  the  whcile  village 
merry  in  my  great  hall.  I  allow  a  double  ipiantity  of  malt  to  my  small  beer, 
and  set  it  running  for  twelve  days  to  everyone  that  calls  for  it.  1  have  alwa)s 
a  piece  of  cold  beef  and  mince  pye  upon  the  table,  and  am  wonderfully  pleased 
to  see  my  tenants  pass  away  the  whole  evening  in  playing  their  innocent  tricks, 
and  smutting  one  aiiotluT.  Our  friend  Will  Winible  is  as  merry  as  any  of  them, 
and  shews  a  thousand  roguish  tricks  upon  these  occasions. 

"1  was  very  much  delighted  with  the  rellection  of  my  old  friend  which  car- 
rie<l  so  much  goodness  in  it.  lie  then  launched  into  the  praise  of  the  late  act 
of  parliament  for  sei  iiring  the  church  of  I'jigland  ;  and  toKl  me  with  great  sat- 
isfaction, that  he  believed  it  already  began  to  take  effect  ;  for  that  a  rigid  dis- 
senter, who  chanced  to  dine  at  his  house  on  Christmas  day,  had  been  observeil 
to  eat  very  plentifully  of  his  plumb  porridge. 

"  .After  having  despatched  all  Diir  country  matters,  Sir  Roger  luadi;  several 
iiuiuiries  concerning  the  club,  and  particularly  of  his  old  aniagonis',  Sir 
.Andrew  Freeport.  He  asked  nie  with  a  kind  of  smile  whether  Sir  .\ndrew  had 
not  t.iken  the  advantage  of  his  absence  \o  vent  among  them  some  of  his  re- 
publican doctrines?  but  soon  after  gathering  up  his  countenance  into  a  more 
than  ordinary  seriousness,  tell  me  truly  sajs  he,  do  you  not  think  Sir  .Andrew 
had  a  hand  in  the  I'l'iic's  procession  ? — I'.ut  without  giving  me  time  to  answer. 
Well,  well,  says  he,  I  know  )iiu  are  a  wary  man,  and  do  not  care  to  talk  of 
piblic  matters. 

"The  Kiiii^ht  then  asked  me  if  1  li.id  seen  Prince  Ivigenio;  and  made  me 
promise  ti)  get  him  a  stand  in  some  convenient  jtl.ue  where  he  might  have  a  lull 
sight  of  that  extraordinary  man,  whose  jiresence  does  so  much  honor  to  the 
Urilish  nation.  He  dwelt  very  long  on  the  praises  of  this  great  general  ;  and  1 
fouiul  that,  since  I  was  with  him  ii'  the  country,  he  bad  drawn  many  observa- 
tions together  out  of  his  reading  in  liaker's  Chronicle  and  other  authors,  who 
always  lies  in  his  hall-window,  which  very  much  redounds  to  the  honor  of  this 
prince. 

"  Having  passed  away  the  greatest  part  of  the  morning  in  hearing  the  Knight's 
reflections,   which  were  jwrtly  jjriv.ite  and    partly   political,   he  asked  me  if  1 
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would  smukf  a  pipe  with  liun  over  a  ilihh  uf  toffee  at  S(i\iire's?  As  1  love  the 
olil  man,  1  take  ilelight  in  coinplyiiig  with  eveiytliiiit;  that  is  ayieeable  to  liiiii, 
ami  accoidiiigly  waited  on  liiiii  to  the  colfee  house,  where  his  veiieiahle  figure 
drew  upon  us  the  eyes  of  tliewlmle  room.  He  had  lu)  sooner  seated  hiniselt 
at  the  end  of  the  high  tahle,  but  he  called  lor  a  elean  pipe,  a  jiaper  of  tobacco, 
a  dish  of  colfee,  a  wax  candle,  and  the  Supplimeiit,  witli  sui  h  an  air  of  cheer- 
fulness and  good  humor,  that  all  the  boys  in  the  coffee  room  (^vho  seemed  to 
take  pleasure  in  serving  hiin)  weie  at  once  employed  on  his  several  errands,  in- 
asmudi  that  nobody  else  could  come  at  \  dish  of  tea  tdl  the  Kni^jht  liad  got  all 
his  conveniences  about  him. 


Aiivr;Kri>t;Mi  NT 
Friun  tht'  J\irish-rfsfr\\  Jiiitiuiry,  i^ 

"  .Ml  ladies  who  loine  to  (  hurcli  in  the  new-faslnoned  hoods,  are  desired  to  be 
there  before  divine  .service  begins,  lest  they  divert  the  attention  of  the  congre- 
gation. 

"  Kammi." 


il 


Tl'F.SDAY,   .lANfAKV    I  5.  —  I'Y  AI>|iI.-n\ 

—  Tri/'tis  .liitin-ris  caput  iiij\iiial>il(— 


A  head  no  heh<!)ore  can  cure. 

"1  was  yesterday  engaged  in  an  assembly  of  virtuosos,  where  one  of  theiii 
produced  many  curious  observations  which  he  had  lately  maiie  in  tiie  anatomy 
of  a  human  body.  Another  of  the  company  conimunicateil  to  us  several  won- 
derful discoveries  which  he  liad  also  made  on  the  same  subject  by  the  help  of 
very  fme  glasses.  This  gave  birth  to  a  great  variety  of  micommon  remarks,  and 
furnished  discourse  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  day. 

"  The  different  opinions  which  were  started  on  this  occasion  presented  to  my 
imagination  so  many  new  ideas,  that  by  mi.xing  with  those  which  were  already 
there,  they  em[)loyed  my  fancy  all  the  last  night,  and  composed  a  very  wild  ex- 
travagant dream. 

"  I  was  invited,  methought,  to  the  dissection  of  a  beau's  head  and  of  a 
coipiette's  heart,  which  were  both  of  them  laid  on  a  table  before  us.  As  an 
imaginary  operator  opened  the  first  with  a  great  deal  of  nicety  ;  which  upon  a 
cursory  and  superficial  view  appeared  like  the  head  of  another  man  ;  but  upon 
applying  our  glasses  to  it,  we  made  a  very  odd  discovery,  namely,  that  what  we 
looked  upon  as  brains  were  not  such  in  reality,  but  an  heap  of  strange  materials 
wound  up  in  that  sliape  and  texture,  and  packed  together  with  wonderful  art  in 
the  several  cavities  of  tlie  skull.     For,  as  Homer  tells  us,  that  the  blooil  of  the 
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ginls  is  luit  real  t)lo<i<l,  hut  mily  hiiiiKtlniig  like  il  ;  mi  we  fuuiul  tlial  tlie  luaiii 
ol'  a  beau  is  not  a  real  brain,  Iml  only  sonieliiing  like  il. 

"  Tlie  cineal  gland,  wliieii  many  of  our  UKulern  iiliilusuijliers  su|i|)iise  to  be 
tlie  seat  of  llie  suul,  smrll  \eiy  strong  of  essence  and  orange  llouer  water,  and 
was  eileoiiipassed  with  a  kind  of  Imrny  SMi)stanee,  tut  mlo  a  tliousand  little  faees 
or  mirrors,  wliicli  were  impereeiitible  to  tlie  naked  <.'\e  ;  insoinneh  tliat  the  soul, 
if  there  liad  been  .my  here,  must  have  been  .dwa\s  taken  up  in  cuntemi)l,iliiig 
her  own  be.nities. 

"  We  observed  a  huge  antrum  or  cavity  in  tlie  liuciput,  that  was  filled  with 
ribands,  lace,  and  einbinidcrv,  wrought  together  in  a  iiKist  ciiiious  piece  of  net 
Work,  the  parts  of  uhuli  were  likewise  iinperceplible  to  the  naked  e)e.  An- 
other of  tlicMC  antrums  or  cavities  was  stulled  with  invisible  billet-ilinix,  love 
letters,  pricked  ilaiues,  and  oilier  tnimpirv  of  the  same  nature.  In  another  ue 
lound  a  kiiul  of  powder,  which  set  the  whole  company  .1  siicc/ing,  and  b\  the 
scent  discovereil  itself  to  be  right  .Sp.inish.  The  se\eral  other  (ells  ueie  sIm1((I 
with  commodities  of  the  s.ime  kind,  of  which  it  would  be  teduus  to  give  the 
le.ider  an  ex,\ct  inventory. 

" 'I'here  w.is  a  large  civity  on  e.ich  sidi  of  the  he. id,  which  1  must  lua  omit. 
That  oil  the  right  side  w.is  tilled  with  tictioiis,  tl.itteries  and  falsehoods,  vows, 
promises  and  ]irolestalions  ;  that  uii  the  hit  w  ilh  o.iths  and  im]Mecati('iis. 
There  i.r.ui,d  out  a  dint  Irom  eac  h  of  these  cells,  which  ran  inlo  the  root  of  the 
tongue,  where  bi-th  joined  together,  and  pissed  turward  in  one  comnioii  duct  to 
the  tip  of  it.  We  discnvtaed  >e\er.il  liiile  roads  or  cm. lis  running  from  the 
e.ir  into  the  brain,  and  Inok  p. iilicil.ir  (.ire  tn  n, ice  them  through  their  sevei.il 
passages,  due  of  them  exleiidecl  itself  to  a  bundle  of  sonnets  and  little  musical 
iiislrumenls  ;  otlieis  ended  in  sexcr.d  lil.uldeis,  which  were  Idled  either  wiili 
wind  or  troth,  li  it  the  l.irge  c.inal  entered  into  a  great  <a\ily  of  llie  skull, 
from  whence  there  went  another  canal  into  the  tongue  !  'i'liis  great  cavity  was 
filled  with  a  kind  of  spongy  substance,  which  the  French  anatomists  c.ill  Ciali- 
m.ilias,  ami  the  Knglish  nonsense. 

"  The  skins  of  the  lorehe.id  were  extremely  tough  and  thick,  and,  what  \el)' 
much  surprised  us,  had  not  in  them  any  single  bloml  vessel  that  we  were  .ible  to 
discovtr,  either  with  or  wilhiMit  our  gl.isses  ;  from  whence  we  conchide(',  tli.it 
the  p. Illy  when  ali\e  must  h.ive  been  entirely  deprised  of  the  faculty  of  blush- 
ing. 

"The  OS  cribrifirme  w.is  exceedingly  stnlTcd,  and  in  some  cases  damaged 
with  smilf.  We  could  nut  but  take  notice  in  pirticiilar  of  that  small  niiisrle 
which  is  not  often  discovereil  in  dissectiniis,  and  draws  the  nose  upward,  when 
it  expresses  the  contempt  which  the  owner  of  it  h,is  upon  seeing  anything  he 
does  not  like,  or  hearing  anything  he  cloes  not  imderstand.  I  need  not  tell  my 
learned  reader,  this  is  th.it  muscle  whii  h  ]ierforms  the  motion  so  often  mentioned 
by  the  Latin  poets,  when  they  talk  of  a  m.in's  coc  king  his  nose,  or  playing  the 
rhinoceros. 

"  AVe  did  not  find  anything  very  remark.dile  in  the  eye,  saving  only  th.it  tlii,' 
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musciili  aiivitorii,  ur,  as  we  iiKiy  ir.inslatc  ii  iiu.i  l-jii^lish,  the  u^^hng  iiiuscUs, 
were  very  much  wiini  anil  decayed  willi  use  ;  whereas,  on  ihe  contrary,  the  ele- 
vator, or  the  niiiMle  which  liiriii  the  eye  louanl  heaven,  ih.l  not  appear  to  have 
heeu  nscil  at  all. 

••  I  have  only  nienlioned  ni  ihis  dissec  lion  such  new  discoveries  as  we  are 
able  to  make,  and  have  not  taken  any  notice  of  those  i>arls  which  are  to  he  met 
with  in  connnon  iieads.  As  for  the  skull,  the  lace,  and  indeed  the  whole  out- 
ward fi'Mire  of  the  head,  we  could  not  discover  any  dilTerence  from  what  we  ob- 
serve in  the  heads  of  other  men.  We  were  informed  that  the  person  to  whom 
this  he.id  l)eloni;cd,  had  passed  for  a  MAN  above  five  and  thirty  years;  during 
which  lime  he  eat  and  drank  like  either  peoiile,  dressed  well,  t.ilked  loud, 
laui;hed  Ireiiuenlly,  and  on  parii(.ular  occasions  had  adiuitted  himsell  toleraby 
at  a  iiall  or  an  assenilih-;  lo  which  one  of  the  company  ailded,  that  a  certain 
knot  of  ladies  look  him  for  a  wit.  He  was  cut  off  in  the  llower  of  his  li^e  by 
the  blow  (if  a  piring  shovel,  having  been  surprised  by  an  eniineiil  citizen  as  he 
was  tendering  S(inie  civililies  to  his  wife. 

"When  we  h.id  thoroughly  examined  this  liea<l,  with  .ill  iis  apartments,  .mil 
its  several  kinds  of  furniture,  ve  put  up  the  br.iin,  such  as  it  was,  into  its  proper 
place,  and  liid  it  aside  under  a  broad  piece  of  scarlet  cloth,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
parc'l,  anil  kept  in  a  gre.it  repository  of  dissections;  our  opeialor  Icllin.e;  us  that 
the  preparation  would  not  be  so  difficult  as  that  of  another  brain,  for  llial  he 
had  observed  sever.il  of  llie  liltie  pipes  and  tuhes  which  r.in  through  llie  brain 
were  alreadv  liileil  with  a  kind  of  meuiinal  siibslance.  which  he  looked  u[ion 
to  he  true  i|uicksil\t'r. 

■•  lie  applied  himself  in  the  next  pl.u c  to  the  (oi|uelte's  heart,  which  he  like- 
wise l.iid  open  will)  great  dexterity.  Ihere  (  (Ciured  to  us  m.iny  particiilarilies 
in  this  disseclion  ;  but  being  unwilling  to  burden  my  reader's  memory  too  much, 
1  shall  reserve  this  subject  for  the  speculations  of  another  day." 
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.Ml  iliiiii;^  are  hiil  alleiM,  iii<tlniig  ilio'^. 

Ami  lieie  .mil  lime  lli'iiiifnilyM  ^piril  lli<^, 
Hv  lime,  or  loioe,  ur  >il■Un^■^■^  ili>|iii^-^e"M, 
.\ii'l  liiilj;es  where  il  Iii;liN,  in  inii"  or  1  e.i-l. 

"  Will  Honeycomb,  who  li.\es  to  show  upon  ikcisioh  ail  ihe  liille  leariiinu  he 
h.is  picked  up,  told  us  yesierd.iy  at  the  chib,  lh.it  he  ihoiight  there  might  lea 
gre.it  de.d  said  for  the  transmigration  of  souls,  and  that  ihe  eastern  parts  ot  lie 
world  believed  in  that  doctrine  to  this  (h\y.  Sir  I'anI  Rycaiil,  says  he,  gives  us 
an  .iccouni  of  sever.il  well  disposed  M, iliomel. ins  lli.il  purdi.is.'  ihe  freedom  ol 
any  luile  bird  ihey  see  confined  to  a  cage,  and  ihink  they  merit  as  much  by  U, 
as  we  should  do  here  by  ransoming  any  of  our  counlrymeii  lioin  ilieir  ciplivily 
at    .\lgiers.      N'oii    niusi    know    (s.iys  Willi   llie   reason    is,  because  ihey  consider 
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every  animal  as  a  l)r(ither  nr  sister  in  disguisf,  and  tlierfftire  tiiink  tliemselves 
obliged  to  extend  their  iliarity  to  tlieni,  tlujiif,'h  under  siicii  mean  cirrumsiances. 
Tiiey'll  tell  you  (says  Willi  that  the  soul  of  a  man,  when  he  dies,  immediately 
passes  into  the  body  of  another  man,  or  if  some  brute,  which  he  resembles  in 
his  humor,  or  his  t'ortime,  when  he  was  one  of  us. 

"  As  1  was  wondering  what  this  profusion  of  learning  would  end  in.  Will  told 
us  that  Jack  l''reelove,  who  was  a  fellow  of  whim,  made  love  to  one  of  those 
ladies  who  throw  away  all  their  fondness  on  parrots,  monkeys,  and  lap  <logs. 
Upon  going  to  pay  her  a  visit  one  morning,  he  writ  a  very  fme  ejiistle  u|ion  this 
hint.  Jack  (sajs  he)  was  conducted  into  the  ])arlor,  where  he  diverted  himself 
for  some  time  with  her  favorite  monkey,  which  w.is  chained  in  one  of  the  win- 
dows; till  observing  a  jien  and  ink  lie  b)  liini,  he  writ  the  following  letter  to  his 
mistress,  in  the  ]ierson  of  the  monkey  ;  and  upon  her  not  coming  down  so  soon 
as  he  expected,  left  it  in  the  window,  and  went  about  his  business. 

" 'I'he  lady  soon  after  comnig  into  the  parlor,  and  seeing  her  monkey  loiik 
upon  a  paper  with  great  earnestness,  took  it  u]),  and  to  this  day  is  in  some  doubt 
(says  Will),  whether  it  was  written  by  Jack  or  the  monkey. 

"  Mada:m  : 

"  Not  having  the  gift  of  si)ecch,  I  have  for  a  long  time  waited  in  vain  for  an 
opportunity  of  making  myself  known  to  you  ;  and  jiaper,  by  me,  1  gladly  take 
the  occasion  of  giving  you  my  history  in  writing,  which  I  coidd  not  do  bv  word 
of  mouth.  Vou  must  know,  ^ladam,  that  about  a  thousand  years  ago  1  was  an 
Indian  lirachman,  and  versed  in  all  those  nnsterious  seciels  which  your  luud- 
pean  philosopher,  called  I'ylhagoras,  is  said  to  have  learned  from  our  fraternity. 
1  had  so  ingratiated  myself  by  my  great  skill  in  the  occult  sciences  with  a  d;e- 
mon  whom  I  used  to  converse  with,  that  he  proiuised  to  grant  me  whatever  I 
should  ask  of  liiin.  1  desired  that  my  soul  might  never  pass  into  the  body  of  a 
brute  creature  ;  hut  this  he  told  me  was  not  in  his  jiower  to  grant  me.  I  then 
begged  that  into  whatever  creature  I  should  chanc  e  to  transmigrate,  1  should 
still  retain  my  memory,  and  be  conscious  that  I  was  the  same  person  who  livid 
in  different  animals.  This  he  told  me  was  within  his  jxiwer,  and  accordingly 
proiuiseil,  ou  the  word  of  a  dxmon,  that  he  would  grant  me  what  1  desired. 
From  that  time  forth  I  lived  so  very  miblameably,  that  I  w.is  made  jiresident  of 
a  college  of  r.rachmans  ;  an  office  \vhi(  h  I  discharged  with  great  integritj-  till 
the  day  of  ni)  death. 

"  I  wastheu  shuffled  into  another  human  body,  and  acted  my  ]iart  so  Ncry  well 
in  it  that  I  became  lirst  minister  to  a  |irinie  who  reigned  upon  the  banks  ol  the 
Cianges.  1  here  lived  in  great  honor  for  seveial  years,  but  b)  <legii'es  lost  all 
the  innocence  of  the  Hrachman,  being  obliged  to  rille  and  o])press  the  jieople  to 
eiH'ich  my  sovereign  ;  till  at  length  I  became  so  odious,  that  m\  m.ister,  lore- 
cover  his  credit  with  his  subjects,  shot  me  through  the  heart  with  an  arrow  as 
I  was  one  day  addressing  myself  to  him  at  the  head  of  his  army. 

"  Upon  my  next  remove  I  found  myself  in  the  woods,  under  the  sh.i)>''  of  a 
j.ickal.  and   soon   listed   m\sclf  in  the  service  of  a  lion.      I  used  to  yelp  near  his 
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den  at  midnight,  which  was  liis  time  of  ronsing  and  seeking  after  his  prey, 
lie  always  followed  me  in  the  rear,  and  when  1  had  run  down  a  fat  buck,  a  wild 
goat,  or  an  hare,  after  he  had  feasted  upon  it  very  plentifully  himself,  would 
now  and  then  tiirinv  me  a  hone  that  was  but  half  picked  for  my  encouragement; 
but  upon  my  being  unsuccessful  in  two  or  three  chases,  he  gave  me  such  a  con- 
founded rripe  in  his  anger,  that  1  died  of  it. 

"  In  my  next  transmigration  I  was  again  set  upon  two  legs,  and  became  an 
Indian  tax-gatherer;  but  having  been  guilty  of  great  extravagancies,  and  being 
married  to  an  expensive  jade  of  a  wife,  1  ran  so  cursedly  in  debt,  that  I  durst 
not  show  my  head.  I  ( ouUl  no  sooner  step  out  of  my  house,  but  1  was  arrested 
by  somebody  or  other  that  la/  in  wait  for  me.  As  I  ventured  abroad  one  night 
in  the  dusk  of  tlie  evening.  I  was  taken  up  and  hurried  into  a  dungeon,  where  I 
died  a  few  months  after.  My  soul  then  entered  into  a  flying  fish,  and  in  that 
stale  led  a  most  melancholy  life  for  the  sjjace  of  six  years.  Several  fishes  of 
prey  pursued  me  when  I  was  in  the  water  ;  anil  if  I  betook  myself  to  my  wings, 
it  was  ten  to  one  but  1  had  a  ilock  of  binls  ainnng  at  me.  .\s  1  was  one  day 
Hying  amidst  a  tleet  of  English  shii)S,  I  observed  a  huge  seagull  wlietting  his  bill 
,nid  hovering  just  over  my  head  :  upon  my  dipping  into  Ihe  water  to  avoid  him, 
I  fell  into  the  mouth  of  a  monstrous  shark  that  swallowed  me  down  in  an  instant, 
"  1  was  some  years  afterward,  to  my  great  surjirise,  an  eminent  banker  in 
Lombard  street;  and  remembering  bow  1  had  formerly  suffered  for  want  of 
money,  became  so  very  sordid  and  avaricious,  that  the  whole  town  cried  shame 
of  me.  1  was  a  miseralile  little  old  fellow  to  look  upon,  for  1  had,  in  a  man- 
ner, starved  myseb,  and  was  nothing  but  skin  and  bones  when  1  died. 

"I  was  afterward  very  much  troubled  and  ama/.ed  to  fmd  my.self  dwindled 
into  an  emmet.  I  was  heartily  concerned  to  make  so  insignificant  a  figure,  and 
(lid  not  know  but  some  time  or  other  1  might  be  reduced  to  a  mite  if  I  did  not 
mend  my  manners.  I  therefore  ai>plied  myself  with  great  diligence  to  the  ofti- 
ces  tliat  were  allotted  me,  and  was  generally  looked  upon  as  the  notablest  ant  in 
the  whole  moleliill.  I  was  at  last  picked  up  as  1  was  groaning  under  a  burilen, 
by  an  un'.icky  cock-sparn.w  that  lived  in  the  neighborhood,  and  had  beft)re 
made  great  depredations  upon  our  commonwealth. 

"  I  then  bettered  my  condition  a  little  and  lived  a  whole  summer  in  the  shape 
of  a  bee;  but  being  tired  with  Ihe  painful  and  penurious  life  I  had  undergone 
in  my  two  last  transmigrations,  I  fell  into  the  other  extreme  and  turned  drone. 
As  I  one  day  headed  a  iiarty  lo  idiinder  an  hive,  we  were  received  so  warmly 
by  the  swarm  whicli  defended  it,  that  we  were  most  of  iis  left  dead  upon  the 
spot, 

"  1  might  tell  you  of  many  other  transmigr.itions  which  I  went  through  ; 
how  1  w.is  a  town  r.ike  and  afterward  did  penance  as  a  bay-gelding  for  ten 
years;  as  also  how  1  was  a  tailor,  a  slirimp,  anil  a  loin  til.  In  the  last  of  these 
my  shapes  I  was  shot  in  the  Chrislmas  holidays  by  a  young  jackanapes,  who 
would  nee.ls  try  his  new  gun  upon  me. 

"  Hut  I  shall  pass  over  these  and  sever.il  other  stages  of  life,  to  remind  you  of 
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the  yoiiiij^  be;ui  who  nwde  love  lo  you  about  six  ycais  sii  if.  Voii  may  remem- 
ber, madam,  how  he  masked  and  (hiiued  and  siiil;,  and  jilajed  a  thousand  iricks 
to  gam  you  ;  anil  how  he  was  at  last  carried  i>H  by  a  cold  that  he  got  under  yitir 
window  one  night  in  a  serenaile.  1  was  that  nnlortunate  young  lellow  to  u  hom 
you  were  then  so  cruel.  Not  long  after  my  shitting  that  inihicky  body,  I  fuiuiil 
niysflf  ui)on  a  hill  in  .Aetliiopia,  where  1  lived  ni  my  present  grotesijue  shai>e, 
till  1  was  caught  by  a  servant  ut'  the  English  Tactory,  and  sent  over  into  (beat 
liritain.  1  need  not  int'orm  you  how  1  came  into  your  hands.  You  see,  mad.nn. 
this  is  not  the  lirst  time  that  you  iiave  had  me  in  a  chain  :  I  .un,  however,  \ery 
happy  m  this  my  captivity,  as  you  often  bestow  on  me  those  kisses  and  caresses 
which  I  woulil  have  given  the  world  for  when  1  was  a  man.  I  hope  this  dis- 
covery of  ni\'  person  will  not  tend  to  ni}'  disadvantage,  !)ui  that  you  will  still 
continue  your  accustomed  favors  to 

''  \'our  most  devoted  humble  servant, 

' '  Pugg. 
"  P.  S.      I  woulil  advise  your  little  shock  dog  to  keep  out  of  my  way  ;    for,  as 
I  look  uiion  him  to  be  the  most  formidable  of  my  rivals,  1  may  chance,  some- 
Mme  or  oilier  to  give  him  such  a  snap  as  he  won't  like." 
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SIR   RICHARD  S'IKKI.K 

Author,   born  in  ifijT  in   In-iiiiiJ,  of  h'.nj^liili  parenlai^e.      He  tlied  in  \\\des, 
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"  Let  us  llic  bontU  of  hisliiif^  [x-'acc  unite 
AjuI  cck-l'iatc  llie  liymcncal  vile." 

"  I  cannot  but  tliink  the  fdlKnviiig  letter  from  the  Emi)eroi-  of  C'hina  to  tlie 
Pope  of  Rome,  proposing  ;i  coalition  of  the  Chinese  and  Roman  churches,  will 
he  a(  ceptahle  to  llie  curious.  ]  just  conless,  1  myself  being  of  opinion  that  the 
I'aiiperor  has  as  much  authority  to  be  interpreter  to  liim  he  ))retentls  toexpoimd, 
as  the  pope  has  to  be  vicar  to  the  sacred  person  he  takes  upon  himself  to  repre- 
sent, I  was  not  a  little  pleased  with  their  treaty  of  alliance.  What  progress  the 
negotiation  between  his  majesty  of  Rome  and  his  holiness  of  China  makes  (as  we 
daily  writers  say  tipon  subjects  where  we  are  at  a  loss)  tnue  will  let  us  know. 
In  the  meantime,  since  they  agree  in  the  fundamentals  of  power  and  authority, 
and  (biTer  only  in  matters  of  failli,  we  may  expect  the  matter  will  go  on  without 
difticulty. 

"  .\  letter  from  the  luuperor  of  t'hina  to  the  pojje,  iiilerpreleil  by  a  fatlier 
Jesuit,  secretary  of  the  Indies. 

"  I'o  you,  blessed  above  the  blessed,  great  I'anperor  of  bishojis,  and  pastor  of 
Christians,  dispenser  of  the  oil  of  the  kings  of  I'airope,  Clement  XI. 

"The  favorite  friend  of  God,  (lionatta  the  \'ll.,  most  powerful  above  the 
most  powerful  of  the  earth,  highest  above  the  highest  muler  the  sun  and  moon, 
who  sits  on  a  throne  of  hanerald  of  China,  above  one  hundred  steps  of  gold,  to 
interpret  the  language  cjf  Ciod  to  the  faithful,  and  who  gives  life  and  death  to 
one  hundretl  and  llfteen  kingdoms  and  one  iKnulred  and  seventy  islands  ;  he 
writes  with  the  ipnll  of  a  virgin  ostrich,  and  sends  health  and  increase  of  old 
age. 

"Being  arrived  at  the  time  of  our  age,  in  which  the  flower  of  our  royal  youth 
ought  to  ripen  into  fruit  toward  old  age,  to  comfort  therewith  the  desire  of  om- 
ilevoted  people,  and  to  projiagate  tlie  seed  of  that  ])lant  which  must  protect  them, 
we  have  determined  to  accompany  ourselves  with  .  high  amorous  virgin,  suckled 
at  the  breast  of  a  wild  lioness  and  a  meek  lamb;  and  imagining  with  ourselves 
that  your  l'',uropean  Roman  people  is  the  father  of  many  inicc)n<|uerable  and 
chaste  ladies,  we  stretch  out  our  powerful  arm  to  embrace  one  of  Ihein,  anii  she 
shall  be  one  of  your  nieces,  or  the  niece  of  some  other  great  Latin  priest,  the 
darling  of  God's  right  eye.  Let  the  authority  of  Sarah  be  sown  in  her,  the 
fidelity  of  Esther,  and  the  wisdom  of  Abba.  We  would  have  her  eye  like  that 
of  a  dove,  which  may  look  upon   hea\en  and  earth,  with  the  mouth  of  a  shell 
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lisli  Id  k'i'(l  upon  the  (k-w  (if  the  inoriiing  ;  Iht  ;ij;t'  iiiiist  not  exceed  two  Inin- 
(lieil  courses  of  the  moon  ;  let  lier  st^Uuic  lie  e(|ii;il  to  th:it  of  ;ni  e.ir  of  nieeri 
corn,  ,ni(l  her  girth  a  liandful. 

"  We  will  send  our  Mandarines  ambassadors  to  ilotlie  her,  and  in  <(uuluct 
her  to  us,  and  we  will  meet  her  on  the  hank  of  the  great  river,  m. iking  her  leap  up 
into  our  chariot.  Siie  may  with  us  worsliip  her  own  (lod,  together  with  Iweiiiy- 
four  virgins  of  licr  own  choosing;  ami  she  may  sing  with  them  as  the  turtle  in 
the  spring.  You,  ()  father  and  friend,  complying  wilii  this  our  desire,  may  lie 
ail  occasion  t)f  niiitiiig  in  perpetual  friendship  our  high  empire  with  your 
Iv.iropean  kingdoms,  and  we  may  einlir.ice  \our  laws  as  tlie  ivy  emhraces  the 
tree  ;  and  we  ourselves  may  scatter  our  royal  IiIockI  into)c)iir  provinces,  wanning 
the  chief  of  your  princes  with  the  amorous  lire  of  our  .Vnia/oiis,  the  reseiuhling 
pictures  of  some  of  which  our  said  .Mand.irines  amlnissadms  shall  convey  to  voii. 

''  We  exhort  you  to  keep  in  peace  two  good  religious  l.imilies  of  missionaries, 
the  black  sous  of  Ignatius,  and  the  while  and  black  sons  of  I  )omiiii(Mis  ;  that  the 
counsel,  both  of  the  one  and  the  other,  may  serve  as  a  guide  to  us  iii  our 
government,  and  a  light  to  interpret  the  divine  l.iw,  as  the  oil  cast  inio  llie  sea 
produces  light. 

"  To  conclude,  we  rising  up  in  our  throne  to  embrace  you,  we  dec  Lire  you 
our  ally  and  confederate;  and  have  ordered  this  leaf  to  be  sealed  with  our  im- 
perial signet,  in  our  royal  city,  the  head  of  the  world,  the  eighth  day  of  the 
third  lunation,  and  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

"  Letters  from  Rome  say,  the  wlioK:  ccuui'isatioii,  both  among  genlh.'ineii  and 
ladies,  has  turned  ui)on  the  subject  of  this  epistle  ever  since  it  arrived.  Tiie 
Jesuit  who  translated  it  says  it  loses  much  of  the  majesty  of  the  origin.il  in  the 
Italian.  It  seems  there  was  an  offer  of  the  s.ime  nature  made  by  a  lucclec cssor 
of  the  present  I'aiijieror  to  Louis  the  XIII.  of  France,  but  no  lady  of  that  court 
would  lake  the  voyage,  that  sex  not  being  at  that  time  so  much  used  in  public 
negotiations.  The  manner  of  treating  the  I'ope  is,  according  to  the  (.'liincse 
ceremonial,  very  respec  ifiil  ;  for  the  I'lmjieror  writes  to  him  with  the  cpiill  of  a 
virgin  ostrich,  which  was  never  used  before  but  in  writing  prayers.  Instruc  tioiis 
are  |)reparing  lor  the  lady  who  shall  h,i\e  so  nui<  h  zeal  as  to  iiiidcut.ike  this  pil 
grimage,  and  be  an  emi)ress  for  the  sake  of  her  religion.  The  principal  of  the 
Indian  missionaries  has  given  him  a  list  of  the  reigning  sins  in  Cliina,  in  cjrder 
to  prc-|)are  indulgences  necessary  to  this  lady  and  her  retinue,  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Roman  t'atholic  religion  in  those  kingdoms." 


TO    nil'".    Spr.CTAIC IK  (IKNKKAI. 

'  May  it  im.Isask  voi'k  IIoNcuk. 

"  I    have  of  late  seen  French  hats  of  a  prodigious  magnitude  pass  by  my 

bservalory. 

"  John   Si, v." 
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All   /■'.ii'^Ii\li  ,S/,i/,ii/i,i// 

"  l".diniinil  I?nike  \v:is  Ixirn  in  Dulilin  tm  llic  ist  df  laiiuary,  in  t lie  yenr  17,50; 
hcdicil  in  London  on  tla-  Hiii  of  July,  1797. 


I.MkAi    r    IIMM    ins    SI'IK  II     IS'     I'AUI.IAMKNT 

"In  liis  Speech  in  I'.irli.nnciit  in  1  771  com  ( 1  iiinj;  tlic  Ainenrnn  Sl;ini|)  Ac  I, 
ur^'ing  tonc_:ili,iiory  incasmcs,  iiy  iiis  /cdoiis  support  ol  llic  Aincnc;in  ( 'olonics 
lit"  s:iid  I 

"Weil!  ImiI  wliiili'vcr  it  IS,  nciillenu'ii  will  lore  c  the  Colcjnisls  lo  l.ikclln.' 
tcMS.  N'oii  will  lone  lliein  ?  ILis  sc'veii  )(';iis'  sliiit;t;le  been  yet  .dile  lo  loice 
llicni  ?  Oh,  but  It  seems  we  ;ue  in  the  lighl—tlu:  l;i\  is  liilliiin— in  ellec  I  it  is 
nilht-r  ;ui  eNoneialioii  than  ;\n  iniposilioii  ;  three  lonrlhs  cjf  the  duties  loimeily 
jKiyalile  on  teas  expoiled  to  America  is  liken  oil';  the  \i\mv  of  c  (jUcc  lion  i->  only 
shifliliK  ;  insle.id  of  the  nleiiticjn  ot  a  shillin.t;  from  ihe  draahac  U  here,  it  is 
three  jieiic  e  cuslom  paid  in  Anieric  a.  All  lliis,  sir.  is  very  Iriie.  I'.iit  this  Is  ihc' 
very  ally  and  misc  liief  of  the  act.  Incredible  as  it  m.iy  seem,  you  know  ihat 
you  have  clelibc'ralcly  thrown  aw.iy  a  lar.yc  diil>  whic  h  you  In  Id  sec  uie  .ind  c|uul 
in  your  hands,  lor  llie  vain  hope  of  uelliiiK  oiu'  ihree  fourths  less,  throuf;h  every 
ha/aid,  lliidiit;li  c-erlain  lil  i^^alion,  and  possibl)'  lhrouj;h  war." 

in  i7c;o  he  published  in  pamphlel  form  his  "  Relleelioiis  on  the  I'lenc  h 
Revolulion,"  siremiously  opposing  it.  Il  had  an  immense  sale,  n^'^e  rise  to 
many  controversies,  and  led  to  the  scp.ir.Uion  of  the  author  from  many  ot  his 
political  friends. 

"The  vaiiily,  restlessness,  petulance,  and  spirit  of  intrigue  of  several  petty 
cabals,  who  atleiuiit  to  hide  lIuMr  total  want  of  coiise(|uence,  in  buslle  .iiid 
noise,  and  puffing,  and  mutual  cinolalion  cjf  c.u  h  oilier,  makes  you  nn,i,i;iiie  that 
our  contemptuous  neglect  of  thc'ir  abilities  is  a  general  mark  of  accpiiescc'iiee  in 
their  opinions.  No  such  thing,  1  assure  )ou.  hecaiise  half  a  dozen  !4rassho|)ers 
under  a  fern  make  the  field  ring  wHIi  their  imporluiiate  <  liiiik,  whilst  thousands 
of  great  cattle,  reposed  beneath  the  shadow  of  llie  llrilish  oak,  chew  the  cud  and 
arc  silent,  pray  do  not  imagine  thai  lliosc'  who  m.ike  Ihe  noise,  are  the  only  in 
habitants  of  the  (ic^ld  ;  ih.il  of  cduise,  ihev  arc-  many  in  number  ;  or  thai,  alter 
all  they  are  other  than  the  lillle  shrivellc'd,  nie.i-re,  hopping,  though  loud  and 
troublesome  iiisec  ts  of  the  hour. 

"  1  almost  venture  to  aftirm  tli.it  iiol  one  in  ,i  hundivd  .miong  ns  panic  ipaies 
in  the  '  triumph  '  of  the  Revolution  society.  If  the  king  and  cpieen  of  Kranc  e 
and  their  children,  were  to  fall  into  our  hands  by  the  chance  of  war,  in  the 
most   aerinionioiis  of  all  hostililies  (1  I'lprecale   such  an  eveiil,  I  deprecate  such 
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li(istilily)  tlicy  would  be  liciti'd  wiili  ;uui|hcr  suit  nl'  triiini]ili.il  entry  into 
London.  W'c  fonncily  Ikivo  liad  a  king  ot  Im.iiuc  in  th.it  Mtnatum  ;  \vc  luui' 
read  how  lie  was  trcati'd  hy  the  victor  in  the  field  ;  and  ni  what  in.inner  he  was 
afterw.inl  received  ni  I'aigland.  I'oiir  hniidred  years  have  gmie  oxer  lis  ;  Iml  1 
litlieve  we  .ire  not  niaierially  changed  since  that  iieriod. 

1  *  *  ^:  ■*  I-  *  *  * 

'•  We  li.ive  not  been  dr.nvn  and  trussed,  in  order  ih.il  wc  may  he  lilled,  like 
stuffed  birds  in  a  museum,  with  chaff  and  rags  and  p.iUry  blurred  shreds  of 
paper  .ibmit  tlie  rights  ul  m.in." 


JOURNAL  OF    11  IK  C-I'.NF.RAL  ASSEMliLV  OF  NFW  YORK 


HKST    ArllMl'l-     to     TAX     I  1- A 

/h'f  .U,ir//\,  y  /■,'.  .1.  .]/.  St/'/.  II.  ij/4 

"  *  *  *  The  House,  resolved  ilself  into  a  t'onunillee,  njjon  the  liill, 
entitled,  An  Act,  further  to  continue  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Ait  for  and  toward 
supjiorting  the  ("lovernment  of  this  Colony,  by  granting  to  his  M.ijesty  the 
Duties  therein  mentioned,  from  the  fust  I)ayof  Ueceniber,  1741  ;  after  some 
Time  spent  therein,  a  Motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Jones,  that  a  Clause  be  added 
to  the  said  Hill,  for  granting  to  his  Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  a  Duty  of 
One  .Shilling,  per  round,  upon  all  'I'e.i,  imported  into  this  Colony,  for  and  to- 
ward the  Support  of  this  his  Majesty's  Ciovernment ;  and  debates  arising  thereon, 
Mr.  Richards  moved  that  the  previous  ()ueslion  be  put,  whether  Mr.  Iiuies' 
Motion  should  now  be  put,  and  liie  said  ])revious  Question  being  accordingly 
put  ;  it  w.is  carried,  that  ^fr,  Jones'  .Motion  should  not  be  put  now,  by  thirteen 
against  nine. 


THr.    STAMP    Dl  TV 

Die  Affmirij,  1^  l<o.  A.  M.  Aux.  fi,  1755 

"  Gi'.Nii.|-.Mr.\, 

"  I  have  again  called  you  together  sooner  than  ]  expected.  The  Defeat  of 
the  Troops  under  General  Hraddock,  and  the  Retreat  of  the  whole  under  Col- 
onel Dunbar,  make  it  necessary  for  all  the  Colonies  to  take  vigorous  Measure 
upon  this  Incident.  The  French  will  exult  in  their  Victory,  their  Indians  will 
be  more  insolent  than  ever,  and  uurs  will  be  more  disheartened.  The  F'rench 
will  endeavor  on  this  Occasion  to  imjirove  their  Interest,  and  to  make  dee])  Iin 
pressions  on  the  Minds  of  our  Indians  to  our  Disadvantage,  who  from  this  In- 
stance may  be  persuaded  to  think  thein  so  far  superior  to  us,  as,  out  of  Fear,  cither 
not  to  assist  or  perhaps  abandon  us.     This  View  of  our  Affairs,  calls  for  our  .\t- 
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tfiition  to  renidvi"  tlio  Iinprrssioii  the  Disaster  may  cause,  and  to  prevent  ilie  lud 
('()iise(iuen(  es  lliat  may  tlow  from  it.  And  I  am  of  Opinion  tlial  the  only 
(■ilf(  inal  Metliod  to  ahale  tiie  I'ride  of  the  French,  ciirh  the  InsoiiMu  e  of  tinir 
liuiians,  and  confniii  and  animate  onrs,  is  immediately  to  raise  more  Troops,  lo 
S'lpport  and  reinfort  e  ihose  already  on  Foot.  We  h.ive  the  Means,  uiuicr  Ciod, 
III  our  I'.iwer,  Ifl  u^  then  with  Unanimity,  Spirit  and  Kesolntion,  e.sert  those 
.Means  he  has  put  in  our  Hands,  in  llie  Defence  of  our  Religion  fn  in  I'' per), 
(iiir  Persons  from  Shivery,  and  onr  I'roperty  from  arlnlraiy  l'<i\ver.  'Il)c  Safely 
and  Being  of  ihe  jlnlinli  t'ololiies  are  ne.ir  a  Crisis,  ll  hi  hnves  ns,  tliereliir,  to 
t.ike  right  Measures,  and  to  imrsiie  iheni  wiih  Sleadiness  and  Fortilude,  U>  .ivcrt 
the  Kvils,  the  deteslahle  Fvils,  which  llondage  on  our  Minds,  iVrsons  ,ind 
Fsl.Ues,  cirry  with  it.  The  Spiiits  of  our  'rmops  m,i\  he  somewhat  damped,  hy 
ihe  Aecounis  of  liie  nnexperted  Defeat  near  ihe  Mdiiongahela,  and  nothing  will 
prohalily  tend  uvire  lo  reanimale  them,  than  our  iirocecding  immediately  lo 
r.iise  an  addilional  Nuniher  of  Men  lo  join  them.  Now  can  an\  ihing  he  more 
effectual  to  coiil'irm  our  Indians,  in  their  Dependence  on  us,  ih.iii  l<i  shew  them 
we  have  Strength  suflicienl  to  jirolcct  them,  lo  defend  oiuscKes,  ,iinl  lo  chastise 
our  I'lnemies.  I.cl  it  he  exerted  with  the  ulinosi  \igniir.  .\s  the  Provincial 
'Troops  are  already  on  their  March,  any  Assistance  we  give  llicm  must  he  sent 
without  the  least  Delay  ;  and  therefore,  if  a  sufficient  Niimher  of  Volunteers  do 
not  offer,  it  is  nei os.iry  Draughts  should  he  made,  that  the  Succours  he  des- 
l)atched  witli  all  Speed. 


"  (iknii,i:mi;n, 

"  We  are  now  in  such  a  CoiijuncUire  as  makes  it  necessary  to  have  the  'Treas- 
ury well  supplied,  lo  answer  any  l'',inergency  and  sudden  ('.ill  ;  1  niiisl  tliereloie 
recommend  to  yon  lo  provide  )''uiids  for  th.U  l'uri)ose  :  I  have  thought  of  the 
three  tollowing.  A  Toll  T.ix  of  'Ten  Slullings,  or  nioic,  on  every  Slave  from 
fifteen  to  fifty  \ears  of  Ai'- ,  an  I"-xci.sc  upon  Tea  ;  and  a  Stamp  Duly.  'The 
llr.st  cannot  he  lluiiight  he.ivy,  as  none  hut  J'ersons  of  some  Subsl.mce  possess 
Slaves,  and  the  'T.ix  will  f.iil  equally  aciording  to  Man's  Aliilities  ;  the  secimd 
is  a  'Tax  upon  a  Superlhiity  of  pernicious  Consequence  to  the  1  lealths  and 
I'inses  of  the  People,  and  iherefore  a  proper  Object  of  a 'Tax ;  and  the  third 
will  he  so  diil'-iscd  as  to  he  m  a  M.mncr  insensible.  I  would  liave  yon  lake 
these  'Things  under  your  Consideration,  and  if  they  appear  insufticient  for  Ihe 
Services  we  are  engaged  in,  I  must  earncsily  recommend  it  to  \<iu,  to  make  an 
Addition  to  tlie  'T.ix  on  J'.sl.itcs  real  .ind  personal.  We  are  .dl  so  deeply  con- 
ccned  in  the  Operations  of  this  Year,  th.it  1  persuade  ni\^rlf  you  will  do  all 
that  is  in  your  Power  to  give  a  hai)i)y  issue  to  them. 

•      "  Ja.MI >  Dl.l.ANCKV. 

" Cii'v  (U'  Ni'w ^^ll<K, 

"  Aui;.  5,  1755-" 
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The  liuinhlo  Aildic-ss  of  llie  flciicr;!!  AhSfmbly  uf  the  CoKiiiy  of  New  Wirk. 

'•  Mn<V  OKACIOls  So\  i  l<i:ii.N, 

"We  your  .NLijcsly's  uwsl  dulifiil  and  hiyal  Subjt'i  (s,  ihi' Cicncial  Asstnihly 
of  llie  C'oKiiiy  iif  New  Voik,  iiiid>l  tlic  (k't'ii  and  tmillsscnil'lcd  Sorixjw  so  niii- 
viTh.illy  diffused  ihrough  your  Maj(>l>'s  I  )<. minions,  l>y  the  DcMlh  of  )our  n  \;d 
drandfaiher  of  glorious  .Memory,  heg  l.c.ivr  lo  i'\|iriss  our  partiinlar  AfHu  lion, 
on  the  affecting  and  mehmclioly  l-'.vent. 

"  When  we  review  the  ineslunable  lilessinps  of  Ins  liaiip)'  and  ausjni  ions 
Reign,  wiiiili  Posterity  will  recount  with  Admiration,  as  well  for  tlie  malcli- 
less  laisire  derived  to  his  Kingdoms  by  his  intlexible  Steadiness  and  Magna- 
nimil\',  as  his  Paternal  Regard  for  our  Religion,  I.aws  and  Liberties,  we  cannot 
refrain  from  paying  this  (urdial  Tribute  of  inia ffe(  led  (liief,  to  llie  Mcniorv  of 
so  good  and  so  great  a  Monarc  h. 

"Nor  can  we,  «  illiout  ihe  profoundesl  (o.ililude  lo  .Mnnglit)  (lod,  idisider 
his  unspeakable  (loodness  in  coniinuing  to  the  Nation  a  Life  of  sucli  singular 
Imjiortance,  until  your  .Nhijesty,  then  Heir  ai>))arent  to  the  Crown,  from  \our 
Prin(ely  l'',ducation,  and  the  full  m.iturity  of  )onr  X'lrlues,  was  ini.difad  to 
sway  the  Scejitre,  with  ei|u  d  Renouii. 

"  We  therefore  beg  Lea\e,  most  humbly  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  a ffec  led 
as  we  are,  w  illi  the  lenderest  I'anolions  at  so  interesting  and  coni]ilu  .ilid  .1  I  c  ss, 
we  feel  at  the  same 'I'ime,  the  most  inexpressible  Joy,  at  jnur  M,ijest\'s  1  i|ipy 
Accession,  to  the  imperial  throne  of  your  .Anieslors. 

"  I'lider  yiiin  Majcslv,  \ve  arc  confident  of  ihe  same  uninterrupted  Liijoy- 
ment  of  our  sacred  and  ci\il  Liberties,  and  th.it  the  laislre  of  \iiur  Reign  will 
suffer  no  I  )iminiitioii,  even  when  compared  with  the  ever  iDcmorable  Aera  of 
C.HOROI',  the  Seduid. 

"  Votir  M.ijesiy's  affectionate  Concern  for  your  People,  anil  your  most  gra- 
cious and  solemn  1  )e(  lar.ilions,  that  ymi  'will  make  it  the  lUisiness  of  your 
Life,  to  promote  in  e\ery  Thing,  the  Ciloiy  .iiid  Il.ippiiiess  of  your  Kingdoms,' 
(.iiiiiot  but  excite,  in  every  grateful  Hre.ist,  the  most  ardent  Acknowledgments; 
and  may  safely  be  relied  u|)oii  from  a  Prince,  who  is  pleaseiL  so  early  to  dis- 
tinguish himself,  bv  his  royal  Keg.ird  for  N'iitue  ,\nd  Pietw  the  most  respleiiiient 
and  un|)erishing  ( >rn,iments  of  the  royal  Di.idem. 

"These  great  ,ind  exemplary  Instances  (jf  your  Majesty's  ( 'lOodness  to  your 
l)eo[ile,  undoubtedly  merit  all  imaginable  Returns  of  /eal  and  Affection  lo  ymir 
sacred  Person  and  Cioveriimeiil,  and  li.ne  ileservedly  iiisjiired  us,  in  this  lemote 
I'art  of  the  Urilish  Dominions  (already  cherished  by  the  Iienign  Intliieiu  es  of 
your  ^^ajesly's  Reign)  with  the  most  intlexible  Resolution,  (ui  all  ()c<asions,  lo 
support  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crosu  ;  and  with  the  greatest  Alacrity, 
to  assist  your  Majesty,  in  your  magiiaiiiminis  I'lirposes  of  reducing  your  l'",neniies 
10  speedy  ami  hoiioinable   Terms. 
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"  When  we  rellect,  most  gracious  Sovereign  !  On  your  Majesty's  benevolent 
Disposition,  and  those  Inlierent  anil  Hereditary  Virtues,  which  promise  us  all 
the  Blessings,  naturally  (lowing  from  an  Administration,  conducted  by  the  Max- 
ims of  immtilahle  Justice  and  Rectitude;  we  rejoice  in  the  glorious  Pri/specl  of 
a  Reign,  replete  \\ith  mimortal  Honour  to  your  Majesty's  Person,  and  the  happi- 
est Conseipiences  to  your  Kingdoms  and  Dominions. 

"That  the  same  indulgent  I'rovidence  which  remarkably  blissed  your  royal 
I'reilecessor,  and  crowned  his  Arms  with  such  a  Series  of  \'ii  toriis,  as  rendeied 
the  Period  of  his  Reign,  but  the  Meridian  of  his  ("dory,  may  equally  prosper 
all  your  Majesty's  Undertakings  ;  and  enable  you,  with  a  Dignity  becoming  tiie 
Arliiter  of  lMiroi)e,  the  Champion  of  Liberty,  and  the  Protestant  Interest, 
speeddy  to  sheathe  that  destructive  Sword,  whicli  the  Enemies  of  both  obliged 
that  royal  Friend  of  Mankind  to  draw  with  Reluctance. 

"That  your  Majesty  may  be  ever  directed  by  unerring  Wisdom,  and  confi- 
dently e.xert  your  native  Greatness  of  Soul,  and  all  your  extensive  Authurity  in 
the  Support  of  Truth,  Religion  and  Liberty,  (the  genuine  ("dory  of  all  Princes, 
and  the  strongest  Bulwark  of  every  Tiirone)  and  thence  feel  the  disinterested 
and  godlike  Pleasure  of  rendering  Multitudes  hajjpy.  And  that  your  Majesty's 
Government,  thus  founded  in  the  Hearts  and  A iTections  of  your  People,  may 
finally  be  transmitted,  as  it  descended  from  your  Ancestors,  pure  and  in\iolate, 
to  one  of  your  Majesty's  royal  Line,  possessed  of  your  exalted  Kndowments,  is 
the  hearty  Prayer  of, 

"  Ma\-  it  please  your  M.ijesty,  your  Majesty's 
"  .Most  dutiful,  most  loyal  and  most  obedient  Subjects, 
"  By  Order  of  the  General  .Assembly, 
"  Asst;Mi:i.v-("iiAMf.rK,  Ciiv  OF  "  \Vii,i.i,\.M  Nicoi.i.,  Speaker. 

"  NKW-\uRi^,  May  19,  1761." 


/)//■  .IAv-i7//7/,  y  /'(>.  A.  M.  Dec.  iS.  i^fij 

"  The  General  Asseml)ly  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  taking  into  their  most 
serious  Consideration,  several  Acts  of  Parliament  lately  passed,  granting  Stamp, 
and  otlier  Duties  to  his  Majesty,  and  restricting  the  Trade  of  this  Colony,  ap- 
prehending an  .\boliiion  of  that  Constitution  under  which  they  have  so  long 
and  happily  enjoyed  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  Englishmen,  and  being  of  that 
Opinion  that  it  is  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  a  Dependence  on  which  they 
esteem  tl-,;Mr  felicity,  to  confirm  them  in  the  Enjoyment  of  those  rights,  think  it 
their  indispensable  Duty  to  make  a  Declaration  of  their  Faith  and  Allegiance  to 
Ids  M.ijeslv  Ring  George  the  'i'hird,  of  their  Submission  to  the  Supreme  Legis- 
lative Power;  and  at  the  same  Time  to  shew  that  the  Rights  claimed  by  them 
are  in  no  M.mner  inconsistent  with  either;  For  which  Purpose  they  are  come 
to  the  following  Resolutions,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Resolved,  Xfiiiiiie  Contrailiirnte, 

"  That  the  People  of  this  Colony  owe  the  same  Faith  and  Allegiance  to  his 
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M.iji'siy  Kmn  (Icmne  I  he   Tlunl,  tli.u  .irc  iliic  to  liiin  Imih  liih  Siilijcii.s  in  (iiiMl 
Itnt.iiii. 

"  Kcsulvcil,  Ximiiif  Coiili iitli<i-nti\ 

"  Tlial    llicy  <i\vc  ( )lu'ilicn<c  lo  \\\\  Acts  of   I'.irli.iiiiciit   not  iiiidiiMsk'iil  willi 
the  cssfiili.il    l\ii;hls  Mini    l.ilxilU's  ii(    l'',iinlisliliH'li,  Miul  uie  Clll  ilk'd  Id  llu' s.iiiu' 
Kinlils  .iiicl  I  ilicilifN  wliiili  Ins  .M.ijf'>ly's  l'',ii>;liNli  Siilijccts  liotli  «  illnii  .iiid  uilli 
uiii  ilic  Rc.ilm  li.ivL-  i'\cr  oiijoycil. 

"  Kcsdivcil,   Xrininr  l\<ii/i  (h/i,  i-ii/i', 

"  rii.it  his  M.ijcsly's  siibjci  Is  iii  I'.njJ.ind,  .iic  sci  iiii'd  in  ihc  supcihii  Adv.iii- 
I.im's  ihcy  fiijoy  |)iiiiri|),\lly,  l>v  ihc  I'luih^i'  ol  .in  l'',\cnijiti(iii  Imni  laxis  not 
(il  ihru'  ouii  CiMiil,  .mil  llicir  Kifjlil  hi  TiliIs  \\\  llicii  reels  The  I'itsl  .secures 
Ihe  IVciple  idllei  liveh  linni  nnie.isun.dde  liii|iiisiluilis  ;  and  willuuil  ihe  Second, 
Individuals  .in-  ,il  liu'  .iiliili.ny  Disposilioii  ol   the  e\ei  nlue  I'oucrs, 

"  Uesolved,  .Xiininf  Ci>ilfi\iJiiciiti-, 

" 'i'hat  the  ('ohnnsls  did  not  foiteil  these  essential  Rights  |i)'  tlieir  I'aihgra- 
tioii  ;  liecause  tin-,  was  \\\  ihe  rcnnission  and  Imk  (iiiraf^i'ineiit  ol  the  Clown; 
.11  id  tli.it  tliev  1. 1 1  her  niei  il  I'.ivoiii ,  111. in  .1  I  )r|ii  i\  at  ion  ol  I  hose  l\ij;lits,  liy  f^iviiig 
.III  .iliiio'.t  lionndh'ss  l''.\lent  lo  the  lliilish  l'au|aic,  e\|i,iiidliif;  its  Tj.ide,  incie.is- 
ini;  lis  ue.dlh,  .iiid  .iiiL;inenliiii;  lli.il  I'owei  which  lenders  il  so  loiniidahle  to  all 
Miiiope. 

'•  Kesiilved,   Xriiiiiir  (\'ii/)(iji\riifi\ 

'■111, It  the  .\cls  of  Ti.iile  ,i;i\iii!;  .1  Kinlil  ot"  Jiirisdu  I  ion  to  ihe  .Adiiiir.illy 
('oiirls,  in  I'roseciilioiis  tor  rm.iliirs  .iiid  I'.ii  leitiiies,  niaiiile'il  v  indinncs  the 
KilJiI  of  'I'li.ils  liy  Jniy  ;  and  lli.il  the  Lite  .\i  1  lor  (^i.intiiif;  SLinip  |)Mlies,  not 
oiih  esposes  the  Aiiui  ii  .111  Siihjects  to  an  inlolei.ilile  Iik  oiimmiu'Ih  c  .ind  I'',x- 
peiise,  by  i-oinpelliiit;  llieiii  to  .1  I  Icleiic  c  .il  .1  f;re.il  i  lislaiice  Ironi  iloine;  hut, 
hy  nnposiiiL;  a  T.in,  iiIuiU'  depiues  tlieiii  ol  Ihe  essential  l\i{;lit  ol  heiiig  the 
sole  |)isposeisol   lluii uwn  I'lupnlv. 

"  Resolved,  Xriniiir  Coiiliiuliifiili-, 

"That  all  .\ids  lo  the  Crown,  in  (!re.il  I'.iit.iin,  aii'  Ciills  of  the  People  hy 
their  Repirsent. lines  in  I'.ii  h.iiiieiil,  ,is  .ippears  troiii  llu'  I'le.iinhle  ol  every 
Money  liill,  in  wlin  h  tlii'  ( 'oiiiiiioiis  are  s.iid  to  j^ive  .iiid  j;i.iiit  lo  Ins  M.iiesty. 

"  Resolved,   Xi-iiiliir  d'n/i <i,/i\i'ii/i\ 

" 'I'li.il  It  involves  llie  j;ic.ilesl  liicoisisleiicy  with  the  know  11  I'l  niciples  ot  the 
l'.ii,i;lisli  Conslitiitioii,  to  siiiipose  ih.i  the  hoiioiir.ilile  llonse  of  Coninions  ol 
(lie. It  liril.ini,  c.iii  without  ilivestint;  Ihc  i iih.iliilants  of  this  Colony  ol  tlieir  most 
essciiti.il  Ri(;lils,  gr.iiit  to  the  Cidwii  tin  11,  or  any  I'.irt  of  tlieir  Mslatt's  for  any 
Purpose  whatsoever. 

"Resolv<'il,   Xi'iiiiiif  (.'(>>!/)  iiJi,  riifr. 

"  rii.it  lioiii  the  lust  .Seilleniciit  ol  llie  Colonies,  it  has  heen  Ihe  Sense  of  the 
( ill  vein  me  lit  ,il  I  lome,  that  siu  h  ( iiaiits  could  not  he  (  oiistitntioii.illy  made  ;  and 
iheri'fore  Applications  for  the  Support  ol  Cio\ciiinieiil,  and  olhci  I'liMic  I''xi- 
f^eiii  ics,  h.ive  alw.iys  Iteen  111. idc  to  the  Repicsent.ilivcs  ol  the  iVojile  ol  this 
Colony;   and    Ireipienlly   diiiiii!;   the    l.ilc   W'.ir   liy   immedi.ile   Orders   from    the 
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Crowii,  uiion   wlii(  li   llicy  j'xrrlcd   llit'insi'lvi'S  with  so  iiuuli   lil)i'ralily,  iImI   llie 
I'.iili.iniciil  tliDiinlil  proiici  to  i  mill  ihiilc  to  llu'ii   KtinilniiscmcMil. 

"  Krsolvi'il,  .\'i»i///r  l'ii///i(i<//,i n/r, 

"Thai  i(  llic  l't'(i|)li'  of  iliis  (Colony  sliould  lie  deprived  ol  the  sole  Isiglil  of 
I'.ixiiiL;  tliemselves,  or  jireNeiitiiig  mh  li  Sums  as  tlie  pulilu  I'.xif^eiuics  re(|uire, 
they  would  he  laid  iindir  liii'  j;realc.l  I  )isadvanlanes,  as  llie  imilcd  Interest  ol 
the  I'Meelors,  or  l'',ie(  led,  wliu  li  eoiislilulc  the  Seeiiiity  of  his  Majesl)'s  Siilijc(  is 
III  Creal  llrilaiii,  will  ojierale  slronnly  aj^aiiisl  llu'in. 

"  Resolved,   .\<-m,'iii-  i'l'iili  iiilurulr, 

••  Th.it  the  lmpi,ieiieal)ilii)'  of  iiuIik  inj;  the  Colonies  to  grant  .Aids  in  an  e(|iial 
Maimer,  proporlione<l  to  their  several  Abilities,  does  liy  no  Means  iniluee  a 
N'ecessily  of  diM-sliiit;  ihe  ( 'oloiiics  of  iheil  essential  l\i};hls. 

"  kesolvisl,  .Xi'iiiiiii-  ('i>iitr,iJiiriili\ 

"  That  it  is  the  Mulyof  every  friend  lo  (iicil  liiil.un,  and  this  Colony  to 
eullivale  .i  he.nu    I'moii  helween  iheni. 

"  Kesolved,   Xniiiiii'  i\>iili  itiluriitr, 

" 'I'lial  if  the  honoiiialije  llonse  ol  Commons  iiisisl  on  then  I'dwerol  'l.iMiig 
this  Colony,  ami  li\  thai  Means  depiuc  ils  Inliabil.inis  ol  what  lhe\  liavcaKvajs 
looked  upon  as  an  imdoiililed  l\ij-;hl,  Iholijjh  this  I'oui  r  should  be  e\erled  iii  llie 
mildest  M. inner,  il  will  icai  h  ihrin  lo  eonsideilhe  renplcol  Cie.il  I'.iilam,  as 
M-sled  wilh  absoliiU'  Towta  to  di-,pose  ol  all  llieu  I'lopcilx,  ,ind  lend  lo  weaken 
that  All'eelioii  lor  the  Molliri  (■uiinlry.  wliu  h  Ihis  Colony  e\ei  had,  ami  is  ex- 
tremely desirous  ol    lelaiiiiiiu, 

"Kesolved,   Xrninir  I'lHiti  ,i</i,  rii/<\ 

" 'riial  III  order  lo  keep  Ihe  ('oloiiies  iii  due  Subieilioii  lo,  and  I  tependeiu  e 
on  (Iie.il  Ihilain,  il  is  mil  iie<essaiy  l.i  ih-pii\i'  llieiii  ol  llie  I\il;IiI  they  have  long 
enjoyed,  ol  TaMiu;  llieinseKes;  sime  ihe  same  l\ii;lil  has  been  enjciyed  by  the 
Clergy  within  the  Keahn,  and  by  all  llie  Subjei  is  ol  Ciie.il  111  ilaiii  wilholit  Ihe 
Realm,  nnlil  the  lale  liiiio\al  ion 

"  Resolved,  Xrniiitr  i'l'iili  aJi,  fiilr, 

"'I'liat  the  Duties  lately  imposed  by  A(  I  of  I'arli.imeiil  on  llie 'I'lade  of  this 
(oloii)',  are  very  grievous  and  burlhelisome  ;  and  in  llie  Appiciiension  ol  this 
House,  imjxissible  to  be  ji.iid  :  I  lave  .dready  gre, illy  diminished  ihe  advanta- 
geous 'riallie  lieietoloie  eaiiied  on  with  llie  (ureigil  Islands  in  the  West  Indies; 
and  in  ('onse(Hieiu:e,  must  render  us  nii.d)le  to  piilT'luise  llie  Maniilaeluies  of 
(lie.il   liril     11." 
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l)t\<c/i/'//ii//  of  the    'J\iiiri,/iir  J'tt/iitr,  an,/  of  thr   I'i-tc  whiih   I'riiirf  J'otdiifn'n 
i^iivr  thci'-  to  Cotlhuiiii-   II. 

"  'I'lic  'I'auiiiiui.'  imI.uc  uas  tlic  iilaix'  clmscii  by  I'liiu'o  rtitt'iukiii  U'\  tlic  splt'ii- 
liiil  fiuertaimncnt  wliicli  lie  gave  his  SDVcreii;!!,  and  wliicli  was  coiisiilert'd  as  a 
testiinoiiv  nf  gratitiule  lor  the  greatness  to  wliich  she  liail  raised  him.  Alter  the 
ilealh  of  this  favorite,  Catharine  chose  it  lor  her  autnnmal  residence. 

"  The  fa(;ade  of  tliis  imilding  is  composed  of  an  immense  coloiUKule,  supporting 
a  cupula.  The  entrance  is  into  a  grand  vestibule,  connninucating  with  the 
ai)artments  on  the  right  and  left  ;  and  at  the  farther  end  is  a  portico,  leading  to 
a  second  vestibule  of  jirodigioiis  si/e,  receiving  light  from  the  top,  and  sur- 
rounded at  a  great  height  by  a  galU-rw  intended  for  an  orchestra,  and  contain- 
ing an  org. 111.  From  this  a  double  row  of  jiill.iis  leads  to  the  priiui]ial  salon, 
ilesigned  for  grand  entertainnienis.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  impression 
made  by  this  gigantic  temple  :  it  is  m<ire  than  a  huiidred  jiaces  long,  wide  in 
proportion,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  double  row  of  coKiSs.il  pillars,  between  which, 
at  mid-height,  are  boxes  ornamented  with  festoons  elegantly  sculptured,  and 
lined  with  silk.  From  the  vaulted  roof  are  suspendeil  globes  of  glass,  which 
serve  as  chandeliers,  and  from  which  the  light  is  infinitely  reflected  by  looking 
glasses,  ])lace<l  at  all  the  extremities  of  this  vast  hall.  It  has  neither  furniture, 
nor  ornaiiienls,  except  some  vases  of  i  .irr.na  marble,  astonisliipg  for  their  si/e 
and  the  be.iuty  of  their  workmanshi|i.  jihu  ed  at  both  ends  of  the  salon,  which 
are  rounded  into  semicircles.  Near  this  salon  is  the  winter  garden,  separated 
from  it  only  by  the  colonnade.  'I'lie  vault  of  this  vast  edifice  is  su]iportetl  by 
])ilasters  in  the  form  of  palm  trees  ;  within  the  walls  are  tubes  to  conduct  heat 
round  the  buihling;  and  canals  of  met.d.  filled  with  hot  water,  keep  ti]>  an  uni- 
form temperature  under  this  (K'liglitful  jiarterre. 

"  'I'he  e\e  wanders  wiih  r.iptiire  over  plants  and  shrubs  of  every  clime,  rests 
with  admiration  on  an  antique  bust,  cir  views  with  astonishment  the  various  fishes 
of  all  hues  in  crystal  vases.  .V  Ir.msparent  olielisk  rejirodiices  to  the  eye,  under 
a  thousand  dil'ferent  tints,  these  wonders  of  art  and  nature  ;  and  a  grotto,  hung 
with  looking  gl.isses,  endlessly  rellects  them.  'I'he  delicious  temperature,  the 
intoxicating  odor  of  the  llowers.  and  the  voluptuous  silence  of  tliis  enchanting 
place,  plunge  the  mind  into  a  pleasing  reverie, and  transfiirm  the  imagination  to 
the  woods  of  Italy.  The  illusion  continues,  till  destroyed  by  the  asjiect  of  all 
the  rudeness  an<l  severity  of  winter,  when  the  enchanted  e\e  wanders  out  of  the 
windows,  and  beholds  the  frost  and  snow  surrounding  this  magnificent  garden. 
In  the  midst  of  this  elysium  rises  the  majestic  statue  of  Catharine  II.  in  I'ersian 
marble. 

"  I  »ii  this  theatre  of  h!s  grandeur  I'otemkin  arranged  the  preparations  for  the 
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entertainment  he  gave  his  sovereign,  before  lie  departed  fur  the  souiIrtu 
provinces,  where  death  awaited  liini.  This  favorite  seemed  to  liave  a  see  ret 
])resage  of  iiis  approacliing  end,  and  was  desirous  yet  once  more  to  enjoy  all  the 
plentitiide  (jf  her  favor. 

"The  preiiarations  for  tiiis  entertainment  were  immense,  by  everything  to 
which  his  imagination  gave  birth.  lie  em|)loyed  artists  of  all  kinds  for  several 
months;  more  than  a  humlreil  persons  assembled  daily,  to  prepare  Ihemselvts 
for  the  (i.irts  he  lia<l  desliiicd  them  to  act,  and  every  rehearsal  of  the  kind  of 
feast. 

"  ;\t  length  the  appointed  day  arrived  to  gratify  tiie  impatience  of  a  whole 
capital.  Besides  the  ICmjiress  and  Imperial  family,  I'rince  I'otemkin  bad  in- 
vited all  the  Court,  the  foreign  ministers,  the  Russian  nobility,  and  many  indi- 
viduals of  the  first  ranks  in  su<  iity. 

"At  si.\  ill  the  evening  the  entertainment  was  ojiened  with  a  masked  ball. 
When  the  <  arriage  of  the  Km|)ress  ap]iroached,  meat,  drink,  and  clothes,  of  all 
kinds  were  distributed  in  profusion  among  the  assembled  populac  e.  The  Imii- 
press  entered  the  vestibule  to  the  soimd  of  lively  music,  executed  by  upwards  of 
three  hundred  performers.  Thence  she  repaired  to  the  priiu  ijial  salon,  whither 
she  was  followed  by  the  crowd  ;  and  ascended  a  [ilatform,  raised  for  her  in  the 
centre  of  the  salon,  aiul  surrounded  by  transparent  decorations,  with  ajipropriate 
inscriiitions.  The  company  arranged  themselves  under  the  colonnade,  and  in 
the  bo.xes;  and  then  commenced  the  second  act  of  this  extraordinary  specta(  le. 

"  The  Grand  Dukes  Alexander  and  Constantine,  at  the  head  of  the  flower  of 
all  the  young  persni.s  about  the  Court,  ]u'rfornied  a  ballet.  The  dancers,  male 
and  female,  were  forlyeight  in  number,  all  dressed  in  white,  with  magnificent 
scarfs,  covered  with  jewels,  estimated  to  be  viortli  above  ten  millions  of  roubles 
(a  million  sterling).  The  ballet  was  peifornied  to  select  airs,  suitable  to  the 
occasion,  and  interspersed  with  songs.  The  celebrated  l,e[)ic  concluded  it  with 
a  pas  of  his  own  comjiosing. 

"  The  company  then  removed  to  aunther  salon,  adonicd  with  the  richest 
fapestrv  the  Ciobelins  could  produce.  In  the  centre  was  an  artificial  elephant, 
covered  with  rubies  and  emeralds;  and  his  comae  was  a  Persian  richly  clad. 
On  his  giving  the  signal,  by  striking  on  a  bell,  the  curtain  rose,  and  a  magnili- 
ccnt  st.ige  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  apartment.  On  it  were  performed  two 
ballets  of  a  new  kind,  and  a  lively  comedy,  by  which  the  company  were  much 
amused,  concluded  the  spectacle.  This  was  followed  by  chorus  singing,  various 
dances,  and  an  .Asiatic  priicession,  remarkable  lor  its  diversity  of  dresses,  all  the 
people  subject  to  the  sceptre  of  the  l'',mpress  being  represented  in  it. 

"  I'resently,  after  all  the  ajiartments,  illuminated  with  the  greatest  care,  were 
thrown  open  to  the  eager  curiosity  of  the  crowd.  The  whole  jxilace  seemed  on 
fire  :  the  garden  was  covered  with  sparkling  stones  ;  mirrors  inmmierable,  pyra- 
mids and  globes  of  glass,  reflected  the  magic  spectacle  in  all  directions.  A 
table  was  spread  with  six  hundred  covers;  and  the  rest  of  tlie  guests  were  served 
standing.     The  table  service  was  of  golil  ami  silver;  the  most  exquisite  dainties 
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were  seivcd  in  vessels  of  ilie  gieaicst  riclmess  ;  anli(|U('  cups  ovcrlloweil  willi  the 
most  cosily  liquors  ;  aiul  llic  iiuist  expensive  ili.ilideliels  gave  light  to  the  lahle. 
Orticers  and  domestics  in  great  nnmber,  richly  clothed,  were  eager  to  anticipate 
the  wishes  of  the  guests.  The  I'linpress,  contrary  to  custom,  remained  till  mid- 
night. She  seemed  to  fear  her  departure  would  check  the  ha|ipiness  of  her 
lavorite.  When  she  withdrew,  mnnernus  bands  of  singers  ami  harmonious 
music,  made  the  vaulted  roofs  of  the  paku  i'  resound  with  a  hymn  to  iter  lioiior. 
At  tliis  she  was  so  moved,  tliat  she  turned  toward  I'rince  I'olemkin  to  e\|)rt'ss 
iter  satisfaction  ;  he,  overpowered  by  the  sentiment  of  what  he  owed  his  som'i- 
eign,  fell  at  her  feel,  look  her  han<l,  and  watered  it  with  leais.  This  was  the 
last  time  it  was  in  his  power  to  testify  his  gratitude  to  the  august  author  ot  his 
granduer  in  this  place." 

(i'he  ancient  Tauris  (The  CriiiuM)  bcirdciing  on  the  Se.i  of  A/ov,  and  the 
i'llaek  Sea  was  coiKjuered  bv  the  combined  armies  an<l  lleel  ol  ('.itharine  11.  of 
Russia  in  177.}.  in  i7'^7  a  jonrney  that  she  made  to  the  newly  coixpiered 
T.iurid.i  w.is  turned  by  her  lavorite  I'lincc  I'nicinkin  into  a  niaginlicenl  tri- 
umphal mar(  h.  "Catharine  was  da//led  by  enchantments;  ji.daces  rose  on 
desert  steppes,  to  shine  for  a  day;  villages  and  cities,  of  which  only  the  walls 
were  real,  covered  llie  pl.iins  of  the  Tartar  Noin.ids  ;  masts  and  Itags  rising  above 
the  sands  showed  ticlitious  canals;  feslivilies  «cre  got  nj)  bvullicial  order,  to 
show  the  hapiiiness  of  a  hundred  nationalities."  The  mosi  magnilicent  of  these 
entertainments  was  given  in  the  old  p.d.ice  in  the  (.ipital,  llakhti  hiserai. j 
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"  Koscius/ko,  who  has  been  called  the  last  of  the  I'olcs,  as  I'hilopoemen  was 
the  last  of  the  dreeks,  was  made  prisoner  of  w.ir,  as  all  the  world  knows,  «  hen 
defending  his  country  against  the  attacks  of  foreigners.  He  was,  however,  de- 
tained as  a  state  criminal,  though  he  was  always  l)etter  treated  than  Ign.itius 
I'ototki,  and  his  other  companions  in  misfortune,  who  were  more  rigorously  (oii- 
lineil,  and  at  Schlusselburg. 

"  I'aul  I.  (alter  the  death  of  his  mother,  (.Catharine  of  Kussia),  gave  liberty  to 
tliem  all,  and  was  generous  I'liough  to  go  himself  to  deliver  Koscius/ko  from  eon- 
linement.  It  was  interesting  to  see  this  brave  man,  still  sic  k  ol  bis  wounds  and 
grief,  carried  to  tin  p.d;u;e,  where  he  was  intrcjduce<l  to  the  I'.inperor  and  I'.in- 
press,  to  testify  his  gi.itiiude  to  them,  lie  w.is  a  little,  thin  person,  ]iale  and 
emaciated  ;  his  hr.id  w.is  still  surrounded  wiih  bandages,  and  his  forehead 
could  not  be  seen  :  but  his  mien,  his  eyes,  still  brought  to  reinembl.mce  what  he 
dared  to  attempt  with  such  feeble  means.  He  refused  thi'  peasants  tli.il  I', ml 
would  have  given  him  in  Russia,  but  accepted  a  sum  of  mone\  to  go  and  live 
independent  in  another  country. 

"This  circun)Stance  made  a  gre.it  and  favorable  iin|iression  on  the  jiMblic.  I'n- 
(pieslionaljly   it  did   honor  to  I'aul  ;    but,  to  ai)i)rei  iatc  his  conduct  on  this  occa- 
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sion,  it  must  bo  it'iuciulnTcd,  iIkiI  KoHcius/.ku  liad  lujt  pcisuiially  ollcnded  him, 
tlioiigl)  lie  liad  llic  Imhiucss  ('alh.uine.  rcrliaps,  ilicreforc,  Kdscius/.ko  is  in- 
dcliied  fur  liis  lihcily  to  I'aiil's  aUfctatioii  of  acting  contrary  to  liis  mother  in 
every  rcs|)fcl. 

"  K.ns(ius/k()  was  conl'nicd  in  the  lioiise  of  Hu' l.ili' ('oinil  Anhall.  l''ora  guard 
he  liad  a  major,  uiu)  s.it  at  tabic  witii  liini.  l'co|iic  wriu  permitted  to  see  him; 
lie  had  several  locjins  al  his  (onimand,  anil  hi-  eni|ilw\e(l  himsell'  in  reading, 
drawini;,  and  turning,  'i'lie  ( olonel,  to  whom  he  was  eonducled  as  prisoner  by 
the  ehasseiirs,  who  I'ound  him  wounded  in  a  marsh,  is  a  young  man,  a  trieiid  of 
mine,  equally  brave  and  hum. me.  He  kepi  a  pockelbook  ol  Kosi  iiis/ko's  which 
we  looked  over  together.  We  found  in  it  several  notes,  in  I'rench  and  Italian, 
taken  during  a  tour  in  ll.dy.  pliiloso|)lii('al  observations,  extracts  Imm  authors, 
effusions  in  French  verse,  and  rough  dulls  of  various  small  coniposilioiis. 
I'iverything  showed  th.il  the  pocket  book  had  belonged  to  a  man  of  meril,  knowl- 
edge, taste,  and  feeling.  There  were  in  it  likewise  several  letters  sealed,  and 
addressed  to  ladies  at  Warsaw,  in  I'lcnch  and  Polish,  wilh  skeli  lies  of  some  of 
the  manifi'stos  he  published,  all  in  his  own  handwriting.  My  friend  kept  this 
po(kelb(iok  as  a  relic  of  a  (elehrated  man  uhoin  he  had  admired,  while  fcjrc  ed 
to  tight  ag.iinst  him.  When  he  w.is  set  al  liberty,  1  suggested  to  my  friend  the 
idea  of  returning  these  jiaix'is  to  their  owner,  and  1  bclie\e  he  did  so."  Kos- 
cius/ko  chose  America  for  his  future  residence. 


Tiih;  no.sioN  (;a/i:iii',  and  countv  journal 

y>'i>x/t''i,  March  i2tli,  ijjo 

"  The  Town  of  Hoslon  affords  a  re<eiit  and  melaiuluil)  I  )eiiionslralion  of  the 
destruclive  Conseiiiiences  of  (piartering  Troops  among  Citi/eiis  in  a  Time  of 
Peace,  under  .1    I'retenee  of  sujiinirting   the   I,.iws   and   .liding  Civil  .Authority. 

*    *     :|; 

".\  few  minutes  after  nine  o'cloc  k,  lour  youllis,  ii.uiied  halward  An  hibald, 
William  Merchant,  I'r.incis  Archibald,  and  John  l.eecli,  juii.  c.ime  ihiwn  Corn- 
hill  together,  and  separating  at  1  loitor  boring's  corner,  tin'  two  former  were 
passing  the  narrow  alley  leading  to  Murray's  barrack,  in  w  liicli  was  a  soldier 
brandishing  a  broad  sword  of  an  uncommon  si/e  ag.iinst  the  walls,  out  of  whi(h 
he  struck  lire  plentifull)'.  A  person  of  a  mean  conntenance  armed  wilh  a  large 
cudgel  bore  him  company,  b'.dward  .\r(  hibald  admonished  Mr.  Merchant  to 
take  care  of  the  sword,  on  whi(  h  the  soldier  turned  round  an<l  struck  .Archibald 
on  the  arm,  then  pushed  at  Merchant  and  pierced  ihio'  his  cloallis  inside  the 
arm  close  to  the  arm  ,  1  and  grazed  the  skin.  .Merc  h.int  then  struck  the  soldier 
with  a  short  stick  he  hail,  iV  the  other  Person  r.iii  tu  ihe  barrack  iV  brought  wilh 
him  two  soldiers,  one  armed  wilh  a  ]i;\ir  of  tonus  the  other  with  a  shovel :   he 
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witli  tlie  tongs  pursued  Arcliibiild  back  thro'  the  alley,  (.oliarM  and  laid  him  over 
the  liuad  with  the  tongs,  'i'he  noise  bru't  [u-ople  tonetliir,  and  John  llitks,  a 
young  lad,  coming  up,  knock'd  the  soldier  down,  but  let  him  get  up  again ;  and 
inure  lads  gatlicriiig,  drove  then'  b.itk  to  the  barraik,  wiiere  tiic  boys  stcjod  some 
time  as  it  wcix-  to  keep  them  in.  In  less  than  a  minule  lo  or  12  of  them  tame 
out  wilii  drawn  ciillassis,  clubs  and  bayone's,  and  set  uixin  tlic  unarmed  boys 
and  young  folks,  who  stood  thcni  a  little  while,  but  linding  the  ine(pialiiy  of  their 
equipment  disjiersed, — On  hearing  the  noise,  one  Samuel  Atwood,  came  up  to 
see  what  was  the  matter,  and  entering  the  alley  Ironi  dock  s(iuare,  heard  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  combat,  and  when  the  boys  had  dispersed  he  nut  the  10  or  12 
soldiers  aforesaid  rushing  down  the  alley  toward  tlie  scpiare,  and  asked  them  if 
they  intended  to  nuirder  people?  They  answered  Yes,  by  () — d,  root  and 
branch  !  A\'ith  that  one  of  them  struck  Mr.  Atwood  with  a  club,  which  was 
repeated  b)'  aiuither,  antl  being  unarmed  he  turned  to  go  off,  and  received  a 
Wound  on  the  left  shoulder  which  re.u  hed  the  bone  and  gave  liim  much  pain. 
Retreating  a  t\:\\'  steps,  Mr.  .Alwcjod  met  two  officers  anil  sai(.,  rientlemen,  what 
is  the  matter?  They  answered,  you'll  see  by  and  by.  Innneilialely  after,  those 
heroes  appeared  in  the  square,  asking  where  were  the  beggars?  where  were  the 
cowards?  Hut  notwithstanding  their  fierceness  to  naked  men,  one  of  them  ad- 
vanced toward  a  youth  who  had  a  split  of  a  raw  stave  in  his  hand,  and  said 
damn  them  here  is  one  of  them  ;  but  the  young  man  seeing  a  person  near  him 
with  a  drawn  sword  and  gcjod  cane  ready  to  siqjiJort  him,  held  u])  his  stave  in 
defiance,  and  thfy  (piielly  pas.sed  by  him  up  the  little  alley  by  Mr.  .Silbey's  lo 
King  street,  where  they  attacked  single  and  unarmed  persons  till  they  raised 
much  clamor,  and  then  turned  down  Cornhill  street,  insidting  all  they  met  in 
like  manner,  and  pursuing  some  to  their  very  doors.  Thirty  or  forty  persons, 
mostly  lads,  being  by  this  means  gathered  in  King  street,  ("apt.  rreslmi,  with  a 
party  of  men  charged  with  bayonets,  came  from  the  main  guard  to  the  Commis- 
sioners' house,  the  soldiers  pushing  their  bayonets,  crying.  Make  \Vay  I  They 
took  place  by  the  custom-liouse,  and  continuing  lo  push  to  keep  the  people  off, 
pricked  some  in  several  places;  on  which  they  were  clamorous,  and,  it  is  said, 
threw  snow-balls.  On  this,  the  C\\ptain  conunanded  theiu  to  lire,  and  more 
snow-balls  coming,  he  again  said.  Damn  yju,  Kire,  be  the  consequence  what  it 
will  !  One  soldier  then  fired,  and  a  townsman  with  a  cudgel  struck  him  over 
the  hands  with  such  force  that  he  dropped  his  firelock  ;  and  rushing  forward 
aimed  a  blow  at  the  Captain's  head,  which  graz's  his  hat  and  fell  jiretty  well 
upon  his  arm  :  However,  tlie  soldiers  continued  the  fire,  successively,  till  7  or  H, 
or  as  some  say  1 1  guns  were  discharged. 

"  By  this  fatal  maneuvre,  three  men  were  laid  dead  on  thesixit,  and  two  more 
struggling  for  life;  but  what  showed  a  degree  of  cruelty  unknown  to  Hritish 
troops,  at  least  since  the  house  of  Hanover  has  directed  their  o]")erations,  was  an 
attempt  to  fire  upon  or  push  with  their  bayonets  the  persons  who  undertook  to 
remove  the  slain  and  wounded  ! 

"The  I'eiiple  were  immediately  alarmed  witli  the  Report  of  this  horrid  Mas- 
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sacre,  the  Hells  were  set  a  Ringing,  and  great  Niiinbeis  sudii  assembled  at  the 
riace  where  tiiis  tragical  Scene  had  been  a(  ted  ;  their  Feelings  may  be  better 
conceived  llian  expressed  ;  and  while  some  were  taking  Care  of  the  Dead  and 
Woinided,  the  Rest  were  in  Cunsullalinn  what  to  do  in  those  dreadfnl  Circum- 
stances, lint  so  little  intimidated  were  they,  notwithstanding  their  being  within 
a  few  Varils  of  the  IMaiii-Ciuard,  and  seeing  the  29th  Regiment  under  Arms,  and 
drawn  up  in  King-street  ;  that  they  kept  their  Station  and  appeared  as  an  Ofticer 
of  Rank  express'd   it,  ready  to  run   upon   the  very  Muz/.les  of  their  Muskets.'' 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  NAXK1',K  DOODLE 

G,  J'.  Morris 

"Once  on  a  linif  old  Joluiny  Hull  llcw  in  a  rajjinK  fury, 
And  swore  that  Jolinallian  should  have  no  trials,  sir,  l>y  juiyj 
That  no  elections  should  lie  held  across  the  briny  waleis; 
And  now  said  he,  •  I'll  tax  the  Tea  of  all  his  sons  and  dauKhlers.' 
Then  down  he  sate  in  burly  slate,  and  bliister'd  like  a  ^^    nice. 
And  in  deri-.ion  made  a  time  call'd  '  N'ankee  Doodle  Iiandy.' 

'  Vankee   Doodle  ' — these  are  facts—'  Yankee  Doodle  Dandy: 
My  sun  of  wax,  your  tea  I'll  lax;  you— Yankee  Doodle  Dandy,' 

"Jolm  sent  tlie  lea  from  o'er  the  tea;  with  heavy  duties  rated; 
]!ut  whether  liyon  or  bohea  I  never  heard  il  stated. 
Then  Johnathan  to  i«)ut  began — he  laid  a  strong;  embargo — 
'  I'll  drink  no  Tea,  by  Jove  !  '  so  he  threw  overlioard  the  cargo. 
Then  lolmuy  sent  a  regiment,  with  words  and  looks  so  bandy, 
^Yho^e  martial  band,  when  near  the  land,  play'd  '  \'ankee  Doodle  Dandy.' 
'Yankee  Doodle — kce])  it  up-    Yankee  Doodle  Daiuly — 
I'll  iHiison  with  a  tax  your  cu|i;  yen — NauKee  Doodle  Dandy.' 

"  A  long  war  then  they  had,  in  which  John  was  at  last  defeated, 
And  '  Yankee  Doodle'  was  themarcli  to  which  his  troops  retreated. 
Cute  Johnathan,  to  see  them  fly,  coulil  not  restrain  his  laughter; 
•That  tune,'  said  he,  '  suUs  to  a  T.     I'll  sing  it  ever  after.' 
Old  Johnny's  face,  to  his  disgrace,  was  llusli's  with  beer  and  brandy, 
E'en  while  he  swore  to  sing  no  more  tliis  '  Yankee  Doodle  Dandy.' 
'  Yankee  Doodle — ho,  ha,  he— Yankee  Doodle  Dandy, 
We  kepi  the  tune,  but  not  the  tea-  -\'ankee  'Doodle  Dandy.' 

"  I've  told  you  now  the  origin  of  this  most  lively  ditty. 
Which  Johnny  I'.ull  dislikes  as  'dull  and  stupid '—what  a  pity  I 
With  '  llail  CoUimbia  '  it  is  sung,  in  chorus  full  and  hearty— 
On  land  and  main  we  breathe  the  strain  John  made  for  his  lea  party. 
No  matter  how  we  rhyme  the  words,  the  music  speaks  them  handy, 
And  Where's  the  fair  can't  sing  the  air  of  '  Yankee  Doodle  Dandy  !  * 
'  \'ankee  Doodle,  tirm  and  true— Yankee  Doodle  Dandy — 
Yankee  Doodle,  Doodle  Doo,  Yankee  Doodle  Dandy.'" 
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NKW  VOKk  MDKNINC   I'OST 
KKIUAV,  \()VKMI'.i:k  7111,    1783 

Just  arrived  in  llu'  IRIS  lioin  • 

I  OMIilN 

And  10  lie  M)KI  very  l(iw 

MY   Kdlll  Kl    I.IIDSII  V, 
In  \\  \U  1  Sireet,  lielwei  n  llic  CuHee- 
limine  .ni<l  (iMSlip 

A   VAKII.l  V  of  i,i»il)S, 

AMi(in^;'>t  wliitli  arc  a  lew  l«Miks,  vi/; 
WAKh's  Alj;el)r,i, 

I.yllleton's  Kn^;lanil,  i  vnN., 
Sterne's  Letters  tn  V'M/a, 
Salmon's  (!a/'eleer,  Siniiisim's  Ivniliil, 
Johnson's  Diiliim.n y,  ILirtletl's  larrier, 
llailey's  I  >icliiinary,     Cole's  (lill<i, 
[aeliin  ami  lioa/,     Convivial  Son};^tii, 
Vocal  l''.ne!ianlress,  \c.  \t. 
Likewise,  a  jjreat  variety  of  small  Hooks 

for  eliiUlrcn, 
A  lar^e  a^-.ortnicnl  of  ^;ol(l  fancy  Kinn>, 
I.ockels  and  Pins,  I  lo.  in  tine  liair  work, 
Very  line  and  fresli  I'rencli  and  Knjjiisli 

hard  and  -.oft  I'oniatnms, 
I'Vesh  l''.>>ence  of  I'eail, 
'I'oolli  powders,  a  threat  variety, 
Col.l  Watch  Keys  and  Hooks, 
Silver  Pencil  Cases,  ditto  Toolli  I'ick  Ca- 

se>,  ilitto  Scissors  wllli  Silver  cnscs, 
Silver   Pliindilc^, 
A  very  line  assortment  of  Silver  (iill, 

and  Silver  Corals, 
Kinc  plated,  and  hijjhiy  fniislicd  sieel  Spurs, 
A  parcel  of  very  neat  Wedfjwood  Ink- 
Stands  iS:c. 

Very  lino  Pocket  Compasses  in  Silver, 
N'eat  ilo.  in  hanil  Needles  to  throw  oft, 
I'ine  sets  of  Teeth  Inslrnmcnls, 
Klet;ant  Shoe  and  Knee  liiickles. 
Marbles  ami  Alleys  for  younj;  (ientlcmcn, 
Willi  .1  {[real  variety  of  articles  too  nu- 

nii  vci\rs  for  an  advertisement. 
N.  U.  The  above  (loods  with  the  re- 
mains of  his  former  assorlnicnt  consisting 
of  liooks  and  Stationary,  Jewellery,  Cnt- 
lery.  Hardware,  and  Perfumery,  will  be 
exposed  for  ^ale  a  few  days,  wdiin  those 
not  sold  will  l)c  shipped  lor  Halifax. 
***** 
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NEW  YORK  MOKNING  POST 

Aih'i'rtiu-iiirn/ 

Nail,,  Amlior,,  llraiiliiici, 

Ju-.!  .irrivi'l  in  ilu'  .\l'i^;ail  anil  M;\iy, 
t'aiilaili   Taylor, 
anil  to  In'  -I'M  II  liy 
v.\)\\  VKli  laiol  l>. 

No.  J4,  llani>vcr  s.|iiaic, 
TIh'  lineal  lly.on,) 
llolK-a,) 
Soushonj;,)     ri'.AS 
mill) 
Sint;io) 
Rum,  liit;li  proof  I'liamly,  Wimlow  (llass 
7  liy  '),  <lin  in  oasr-i,  a  few  Ininl-^  ol 
Women's  licsl  Callinianco  I'liniiis,  I'asli- 
ionalilo  lu'ols.     A  few  liosos  of  Cilion, 
anil  a  very  laifje  assoitmonl  of  hkv 
CI II 11  IS   siiitalilo  to  the  ?>easoM. 


A  I!i:i.l,M\X  OF  A  CF.NrrRV  SINCF, 

"The  old  rattlewatch  lived  long  and  merrily  and  its  im-nibers  bellmen,  as 
they  were  called,  must  have  had  a  good  deal  of  fun  on  their  rounds.  They  were 
armed  witli  bells,  hour  glasses,  lanterns  and  staffs.  They  have  made  a  good 
deal  of  noise  in  their  own  way,  as  ihey  were  supposed  to  ring  llieir  bell  every 
hour  and  to  howl  out  in  their  loudest,  if  not  their  sweetest,  voice  the  hours  of  the 
night  and  the  comlition  of  affairs  generally.  It  may  have  bcjn  all  right  in  tlie 
old  times,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  New  Yorkers  of  to-day  would  care  to  have  pnbce- 
men  stopping  tmder  their  window  at  all  luiurs  of  the  night,  ringing  iiuge  bells 
and  howling  forth  tnore  or  le.ss  unintelligible  trilles  in  a  voire  made  hoarse  by 
bad  weather. 

"  When  they    had  nothing  else  to  do  they  used  to  sing,     ( )iu-  of  the  songs  of 
these  old  time  guardians  of  the  i)eace  may  be  interesting  reading  now  : 

"  Hark,  yr  ni'ii;liliors ;   Hear  nn-  Irll; 
Ten  now  strikes  on  the  lielfry  bell. 
Ten  wore  the  holy  conunanilnunl-  ^;iven 
To  man  Inlow  liy  (Iml  in  luMven. 

•'  Hainan  watch  from  harm  lan'l  wanl  us, 
Vi!  Iloil  will  watch  ami  giii.le  ami  guanl  us. 
May  he,  lliroiigh  His  heavenly  iiUKhl, 
Give  U-.  all  a  lilcsseil  iii^lil." 
it  i^  ^.  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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V7ie  Hrf-ii'er's  dhuhiiuui 


V     I 


"  IIoNKST  William,  nil  I'.isy  and  gooil-natuicil  follow, 
Woulil  a  little  liiu  (ifl  tji't  a  little  too  iiiellow, 
Hoily  coaelinian  was  he  to  an  eminent  lire«er — 
No  l)ctler  e'er  sat  on  a  liox  to  be  sure. 
His  coach  was  ke|it  clean,  and  no  nuithcrs  or  iiiirscs 
Took  that  care  of  their  babes  that  he  lonU  of  his  horses. 
Me  had  those — ay,  and  fifty  jjood  qualities  more  ; 
liiil  the  business  of  lipplinj;  could  ne'er  bo  j^ot  o'or; 
So  his  master  elTcctually  mended  Ihc  niallor 
liy  liiriny  a  man  wlio  di.uik  iiothiiif;  'mt  ualor. 
N'ow,  William,  says  he,  you  see  the  plain  case  ; 
Had  you  drank  as  he  does,  you  had  kept  a  j^ooil  place. 
IlriiiU  water  1  i|uolh  William — had  all  men  ilone  so, 
You'll  never  have  wanted  a  coachman  I  Irow. 
Tliey'io  soakers,  like  me,  whom  you  load  with  reproaches, 
That  enable  you  brewers  to  ride  in  your  coaches." 


I 


UNIVKksAI.  .M.\i.A/IM 

.;;;  /-./.vj-  ,'11  III,  Ih-alh  oj  .i  M.iJ  />,•;,- 

—  (  lol HsMITII 

"riciciD  people  all,  of  every  sort, 
( iive  ear  unto  my  sonj;, 
.\nil  if  you  llud  it  wipudmus  slmrt. 
It  cannot  hold  you  long. 

"  III  Islington  there  was  a  man, 
I  If  whom  the  wurld  iniglil  say, 
'lliat  still  a  gi'dly  race  ho  ran 
When  e'er  lie  went  to  |nay. 
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.•\  kind  and  genlle  heart  he  had. 
To  comfort  friends  and  fois; 

The  naked  every  day  he  clad, 
When  he  put  on  his  clothes. 


"  .And  in  that  town  a  dog  was  found. 
As  many  dogs  there  bo. 
Until  mongrel,  puppy,  whelp  and  hound, 
And  curs  of  hu>  deiji'te. 
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j:.\m.i(Tis  imoM  the  shelves  of  old  nooKii 

"Tlii-.  mail  and  dog  at  (iist  were  friends; 
liul,  wlien  a  picnic  l)e{;an, 
Till'  dog  to  gain  bis  private  ends 
Went  mad  and  bit  tlic  man. 


«1T 


"  Around  from  all  tlio  neighboring  streets 
The  wondering  neighbors  ran. 
And  swore  llie  dog  had  lost  his  wits, 
To  bite  so  good  a  man. 


'  The  wound  it  seems  both  sore  and  sad 

To  every  Christian  eye ; 
And  while  'hey  swore  the  dog  was  mad, 
They  swore  the  man  would  die. 


"  But  soon  a  wonder  came  to  light, 
That  showed  the  rogues  they  lied, 
The  man  recovered  of  the  bite, 
The  dog  it  was  that  died." 


RrrARTi- r (.\n  old  joke  versified) 

"Saiii  a  lawyer  one  day  to  a  sturdy  Hivine  ; 
'Why  don't  you  hold  up  your  old  head,  sir.  lihc  mine? 
Not  go  moping  along  with  your  eyes  on  the  ground, 
As  though  seeking  for  that,  that  can  never  be  found.' 
The  Divine  nuickly  answered,  ujiraising  his  head, 
'I  observed,  sir,  this  morning,  when  I  left  my  bed. 
In  a  beautiful  garden  just  under  my  eye, 
Was  a  tlmirishing  plant  that  the  fanners  call  rye: 
The  heads  that  were  empty  were  standing  up  straight, 
Wliile  tliosc  th.it  were  Idled,  were  bowed  down  with  their  weight ! '" 

Alixis,  r. 
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HUGH  BLAIR. 

U\JC,\i  HLAIR 

Ifi/g/i  Blair,  a  Scoffish  Divine  and  Profriuu-  of  Rhrforic  rt'as  born  in  F.din- 
billyh  ill  ijiH.     He  died  in  iHio 

I-KMAI.K  T'.nrCAIIi.lN 

"That  bold,  indeijencleiu,  enterprising  spirit,  wliicii  is  so  much  admired  in 
boys,  ilunild  not,  when  it  happens  to  (hscover  itself  in  the  otiier  sex,  be  en- 
couraged, but  suppressed.  Girls  should  be  taught  to  give  up  their  opinions  be- 
times, and  not  pertinaciously  c.irry  on  a  dispute,  even  if  they  know  themselves 
to  be  in  the  right.  Vet  they  sliould  not  be  robbed  of  the  liberty  of  private 
judgment,  but  by  no  means  encouraged  to  contract  a  contentious  or  contra- 
dictory turn.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  their  future  happiness,  that 
they  should  acquire  a  submissive  temper,  and  a  forbearing  spirit  :  for  it  is  a  les- 
son the  world  will  not  fail  to  make  them  frecpiently  practice,  when  they  come 
abroad  into  it  and  they  will  not  iiractice  it  the  worse  f(jr  having  learnt  it  the 
sooner. 

Ill  Ai/rn 

"  Though  health  be  one  of  tiie  greatest  blessings  of  life,  it  is  tiiought  necossary 
prudently  to  caution  women  against  making  a  boast  of  it,  anil  exhort  tlicm  to 
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enjoy  it  in  grateful  silence.  For  men  so  naturally  associate  the  idea  of  female 
softness  and  delicacy  with  a  corresponding  delicacy  of  constitution,  tliat  when  a 
woman  speaks  of  her  great  strength,  her  extraordinary  appetite,  her  ability  to 
i)ear  excessive  fatigue,  we  recoil  at  the  description  in  a  way  that  she  is  little  aware 
of. 

HriMll.ITV  IN  C  OMPANY 

"  Of  all  the  qualihcations  fcir  conversation,  liumility,  if  not  the  most  brilliant, 
is  ti.e  safest,  tiie  most  amiable,  and  tl)e  most  feminine,  the  affectation  of  intro- 
ducing subjects  with  whicli  others  are  uuac(iuainled,  and  of  displaying  talents 
superior  to  the  rest  of  the  company,  is  as  dangerous  as  it  is  foolish.  There  are 
many  who  never  can  forgive  anotiier  for  being  more  ai;reeabie  and  more  aci  oni- 
piislied  tlian  themselves,  and  wlio  can  pardon  any  (ilTcncc  rather  ilinn  an  eclips- 
ing merit.  The  faiiie  of  the  nightingale  shouUl  i)eever  ii.id  in  remembrance,  as 
it  conveys  a  most  useful  lesson  replete  'i-ith  vahiabje  insirnciinns.  Had  the  silly 
warbler  con(|iiered  his  vanity  and  resisted  tlic  tempi, iiidu  of  showing  a  fine  voice, 
he  miglit  iiave  esi  aped  the  talons  of  tb.e  hawk.  The  nu-lod)'  of  bis  singing  was 
tiie  cause  of  his  destruction;  his  merit  brougiit  iiini  into  danger  and  his  vanity 
cost  hini  his  life. 

"  Humour,  though  often  mistaken  for  wit,  is  a  very  different  qualit)-.  It  makes 
our  company  miu:li  solicited  ;  but  we  shuuld  be  cautious  in  indulging  it.  It  is 
often  a  gieat  enemy  to  delicacy,  and  a  still  greater  one  to  dignity  of  character. 
It  may  sometimes  gain  api)lause,  but  will  never  procure  respect. 


.Mi;\  Axii  \\■o^'^•.^J 
/A'.-.'  dijj'friiii^  ill  point  of  iiin/erstiiih/iiis^ 

"  \Vomen  generally  have  quicker  [lerceptioiis  ;  men  have  juster  sentiments — 
Women  consider  how  things  may  be  prettily  said  ;  men  how  liiey  may  be  prop- 
erly said. — In  women  (young  ones  at  least)  speaking  accompanies,  and  some- 
times precedes  rellection  ;   in  men  rellection  is  the  antecedent. 

"  Women  speak  to  shine  or  please  ;  men  to  convince  or  refute, — Women  ad- 
mire what  is  brilliant  ;  men  what  is  solid. — Women  prefer  an  extemporaneous 
sally  of  wit  or  a  sparkling  effusion  of  fancy,  before  the  most  accurate  reasoning, 
or  the  most  laborious  investigation  of  f.icts. 

"  In  literary  com])osilioii  women  are  pleased  with  point,  turn,  and  antithesia  ; 
men  with  observation,  and  a  just  deduction  on  or  effects  from  tlieir  causes. — 
Women  are  fond  of  imidents;  men  of  argument. — Women  admire  passion- 
ately; men  cautiously. — ( )ne  sf\  will  think  it  betrays  a  want  of  feeling  to  be 
moderate  in  their  a])plause,  the  other  will  be  afraid  of  exposing  a  want  of  judg 
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ment  by  being  in  raptures  with  anytliing. — Men  refuse  to  give  way  to  the  emo- 
tions which  tiiey  actually  feel  ;  .vhilc  women  sometimes  affect  to  be  transi)orted 
beyond  what  the  occasion  will  justify. 

"The  women  of  this  country  were  not  sent  into  the  world  to  slum  society  but 
embellish  it; — they  were  not  designed  for  wilds  and  solitudes,  but  for  the  ami- 
able and  endearing  offices  of  social  life.. — 'I'hey  have  useful  stations  to  fill,  and 
important  characters  to  sustain, — they  are  of  a  religion  that  does  not  im])(isc 
])enance,  but  enjoins  duties  ;  a  religion  of  jjcrfect  purity,  but  of  perfect  bciiev- 
clence  also, — a  religion  which  does  not  condemn  its  followers  to  indolent  seclu- 
sion from  the  world,  but  assigns  them  the  more  dangerous,  though  more  hon- 
orable province,  of  living  uncorrupted  in  it.  In  fine,  a  religion,  which  does 
not  direct  them  to  fly  from  the  multitude,  that  they  may  do  nothing  but  which 
positively  forbids  them  to  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil. 

Ull)    MAID 

"  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  so  universal  a  stigma  should  fall  ujjon  that  slate, 
called  antiquated  virginity;  and  that  those  whose  unhappy  lot  it  is  should  ex- 
perience such  general  derision.  It  is  a  mistaken  notion,  though,  to  conrhide 
that  it  always  arises  in  consequence  of  lh^  situation  of  such  individuals  ;  it 
often  originates  in  their  own  peculiar  conduct. 

"  Being  unable  to  bear  with  becoming  fortilutle  their  forlorn  and  unijrotccled 
allotment  in  life,  chagrin  and  peevishness  are  apt  to  infect  their  tempers ;  and 
they  too  severely  feel  the  great  difficulty  of  making  a  transition  with  dignity  and 
cheerfulness  from  the  period  of  youth,  beauty,  admiration  and  respect,  into  the 
calm,  silent,  uiuioticed  retreat  of  declining  years. 

"  For  we  see  some  unmarried  wcimen  of  active,  vigourous  minds  and  great 
vivacity  of  spirits  degrading  themselves  ;  si)nietimes  by  entering  into  a  dissi- 
pated course  of  life  unsuitable  to  their  years,  and  ex])osing  themselves  to  the  ri<l- 
icule  of  girls,  who  might  have  been  their  grandchildren.  Sometimes  by  o])- 
pressing  their  acipiainlances  by  impertinent  intrusions  into  their  private  aft'airs; 
— anil  sometimes  by  being  the  propagators  of  scandal  and  defamation.  All  this 
is  owing  to  an  exuberant  activity  of  spirits  ;  which,  if  it  found  employment 
at   home,  would  have  rendered  them  respec  talile  and  useful  members  df  society. 

"  We  see  other  wnmen,  in  the  same  situation,  gentle,  moilest,  blessed  with 
sense,  taste,  delicacy,  and  every  milder  feminine  virtue  of  the  heart,  but  of 
weak  spirits,  bashful  and  timid.  Them  we  see  sinking  into  obscurity  and  insig- 
nificance, aiul  gradually  losing  every  elegant  .■icconi])lishment  ;  for  this  evident 
reason,  that  they  are  not  united  to  a  partner  who  has  some  sense  and  wordi  and 
taste  to  know  their  value  ; — -one  who  is  able  to  draw  forth  their  coiU'eale<l  quali- 
ties and  show  them  to  advantage; — who  can  give  that  support  to  their  feeble 
spirits  which  they  stand  so  much  in  need  of, — and  who,  by  his  affection  and 
tenderness,  might  make  such  a  woman  happy  in  exerting  every  talent,  anrl  ac- 
com]i'ishing  herself  in  every  elegant  art,  that  could  contribute  to  /i/\  amusement. 
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"The  rage  for  reformation  commonly  shows  itself  in  a  violent  zeal  for  sup- 
pressing what  is  wrong,  ratlier  iliun  in  a  prudent  attention  to  establish  what  is 
rigiit  ;  but  we  shall  never  obtain  a  fair  garden  merely  by  rooting  up  weeds  ;  we 
must  also  plant  flowers :  for  the  natural  richness  of  the  soil  we  have  been  clear- 
ing will  not  suffer  it  to  lie  barren,  but  whether  it  shall  be  vainly  or  beneficially 
prolific  depends  on  the  culture. 
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"  Silence  is  one  of  the  great  arts  of  conversation,  as  allowed  by  Cicero  him- 
self, who  says,  '  tiiere  is  not  only  an  art  but  an  eloquence  in  it,'  and  this  opin- 
ion is  confirmed  by  a  great  modern,  Lord  liacon.  For  a  well  bred  woman  may 
easily  and  effectually  promote  the  most  useful  and  elegant  conversation,  williout 
speaking  a  word.  The  moiles  of  speech  are  scarcely  more  variable  than  the 
modes  of  silence. 

"The  silence  of  listless  ignorance,  and  the  silence  of  sparkling  intelligence, 
are  perhaps  as  separately  marked,  and  as  distii;ctly  expressed,  as  tiie  same  feel- 
ings could  have  been  by  tlie  most  uneiiuivncal  language.  A  woman,  in  a  com- 
pany where  she  has  the  least  inlluence,  may  promote  any  subject  by  a  profound 
and  invariable  attention;  which  shows  that  she  is  ))leased  with  it ;  and  l)y  an 
ilhmiinaied  (  ouiitenanre,  which  proves  she  understands  it. 

"Attention  is  the  most  tlattering  encoiuMgement  in  the  woiiil  to  men  of  sense 
and  letters,  to  continue  any  topic  of  instruction,  or  entertainment,  they  happen 
to  be  engaged  in.  It  owes  its  introduction  perhaps  to  accident,  the  best  inlro- 
duction  for  a  subject  of  ingeiuiity,  which,  though  it  could  not  have  been  furni- 
ally  proposed  without  pedantry,  may  be  continued  with  ease  and  good  humor; 
liut  which  will  be  frecpiently  ami  elfei  lually  stopped  by  the  listlessness,  inatten- 
tion, or  whispering  of  silly  girls;  whose  weakness  betrays  their  ignorance,  and 
whose  impatience  e.xposes  their  ill-breeding. 
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"The  fatal  fondness  for  indulging  the  spirit  of  ridicule,  and  the  injurious  and 
irreparable  conseipiences  which  sometimes  attend  the  too  severe  reply,  can 
never  be  condemned  with  more  asperity  than  it  deserves.  Not  to  dllend  is  the 
first  step  toward  pleasiug.  To  give  pain  is  as  mucli  an  offence  against  Inunauily 
as  against  good  breeding  ;  and  surely  it  is  as  well  to  abstain  from  an  action  be- 
cause it  is  sinful,  as  because  it  is  impolite. 

•'  .\  man  of  sense  and  breeding  will  sometimes  join  in  the  laugh,  which  has 
been  raised  at  his  expense  by  an  ill-natured  rapartee  ;  but  if  it  was  very  cutting, 
and  one  of  those  shocking  sorts  of  truths,  which  as  they  scarcely  can  be  pardoned 
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even  in  private,  oiiniit  ik-vit  lo  lie  iitlcicd  in  imliiic.  lli'  ilocs  not  iaiigli  l)i't;iiisi' 
lie  is  |)lf;isf(l,  but  because  lie  wishes  lo  cdiiccil  iiow  nuu  li  lie  is  hurt  ;  ami  will 
icuu'iulni  II,  as  a  tie.il  ot  lualiee,  when  llu-  wlioje  (nuiiiany  >.lii)ul(l  lia\c  bn 
};<)tleu  il  as  a  slrnke  nf  riilu  uie.  I.veu  wunifu  aie  so  lai  lidui  being  piiMlenid 
by  their  sex  to  say  luiliandsonie  and  ernel  Ihinns,  that  il  in  this  very  ciK  nni 
slaiue  wlii<  il  renders  them  intolerabie.  W  hen  the  aiiow  is  lodged  in  tlie  heail, 
it  is  no  rebel  to  Inni  «lio  is  wounded  to  relle(  t,  thai  tlie  band  uliii  h  sliol  il  was 
a  fair  one. 
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"  ( )tir  eonslant  care  should  be  to  behave  t  mi  selves  in  all  the  ai'fairsol'  liiinian  life, 
with  the  same  deeeney  as  at  a  imblic  eulerlaiiimeiil.  It  anylhing  be  oll'eiid  us, 
we  should  leeeive  il  Willi  modesly  ;  il  il  pass  li\  us,  ,iiid  be  sent  lo.iiiolhei,  let 
us  not  uilhhold  it  fi<im  him,  or  kei'p  what  was  not  intended  us;  if  it  be  not 
roiiie  down  lo  lis,  let  us  not  show  onrselvts  eager  nor  siialeli  at  it  gK'tdily,  but 
wail  ipalienllv  till  il  eiiiiies  to  our  linn.  In  i  .ise  of  i  i(  lies,  hoiioi ,  jiowei  or  pre- 
lermenl,  we  shoiiM  manage  ourselves  in  the  same  in. inner  ;  il  w  ill  lendei  us 
pleasing  to  m.iii,  and  a(  eepl.ible  lo  (iod. 

"  II  we  happen  lo  be  lold  .il  any  time,  tli.il  aiiolhei  person  h.ilh  spoken  ill  of 
us,  we  should  never  trouble  ourselves  to  eoiilnle  the  lepml  or  eseiise  the  thing 
without  being  piiblii  1\ cdled  forth,  and  the  pieservalioii  of  i  liaia(  lei  makes  it 
neeessarv  ; — bul  lalher  |iut  all  n|iuilli  this  icplv,  —  that  ue  have  se\ci.il  laulls 
bcsidis  lli.il.  .ind  II  he  li.id  kiiouii  us  niou',  he  would  base  spoken  uoise. — 
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Ale.\.iiider  r  ipe.  an  l.ngbsh  poet,  w.is  born  in  London,  Mav  .'jd,  I'l.SS.  lie" 
died  May,;olli,  i/.pp  I'ope  published  «  illi  Swill  thiee  Volumes  of  ".Misiel- 
lanies,"  III  which  appealed  his  •'  'I'le.ilise  ol  .M.iiliniis  Si  liblerus  on  the  lialhos, 
or  the  .\il  of  Sinking  in  I'oeli  \ ,"  w  hi',  h  g,i\e  i  ise  to  ihe  ■•  I  liiiu  iad."  Tin' 
aiilhoi's  allai  kid  iii  ihe  "  Tie.ilise  "  lel.ili.iled  in  sever. d  |iublical  loiis,  .n  d  i'\en 
thre.ilened  I'ope  Willi  persiMi.d  violeiue.  lie  deleiminiil  to  (  rush  llu  whole 
host  of  scribblers,  and  prodiu  cd  in  lyjS  '•Ihe  lluiuiad,"  uhiih  (.lusedan 
immense  sens.itioii. 
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"  (  )f  the  sever.il  Kinds  of  ( iemiis's  iii  llu-  rrolound,  and  the  .M, irks  and  Char- 
acters of  e,i(  h 

"  I  doubt  not  but  tlie  re.ider,  \i\  lliis  (  loud  of  e.\.mi]iles,  begins  lo  be  eoii\  iiii  cd 
(if  the  Iriith  of  our  assertion,  ih.il  the  lialhos  is  ;iii  .Aii  ;    and  tli.it  the  (leiiiiis  ol 
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lU)  iimrlal  wluilcvcr,  lollowiiig  i!r'  www  uli'as  uf  Naiinf,  anil  unassisted  wiili  an 
liahilual,  nay  laluirious  peculiarity  of  tiiinl^ing,  could  arrive  at  images  so  wonder- 
fully low  and  unaccountalile.  The  great  author,  from  whose  treasury  we  have 
drawn  all  these  inslances,  (the  Father  of  the  I'.athos,  and  indeed  llie  llonur  of 
it)  has,  like  that  iinniortal  dreek,  confnied  his  labors  to  the  greater  I'octry,  and 
thereby  left  room  for  others  to  accjuire  a  due  share  of  i)raise  of  interior  kinds. 
iMany  painters  who  could  never  hit  a  nose  or  an  eye,  ha\e  with  felicity  co|)ied  a 
small  pox,  or  been  admirable  at  a  toad  or  a  red  herring.  And  seldom  are  we 
without  genius  for  Still  life,  which  they  can  work  up  and  stilTen  with  incredible 
accin'acy. 

"  An  universal  (lenius  rises  not  in  an  age  ;  but  when  he  rises  armies  rise  in  liiin  ! 
he  pours  forth  five  or  si.x  l'',pic  I'oems  with  greater  facility,  than  five  or  si.\  pages 
can  be  produced  by  an  elaborate  and  servile  copier  after  Nature  or  the 
.Ancients.  It  is  affirmed  by  (Jiiintilian,  that  the  same  genius  which  matle  (ler- 
manicus  so  great  a  Cieneral,  would  with  ecjiial  application  have  made  him  an 
excellent  Heroic  I'oct.  In  like  manner,  reasoning  from  the  aflinity  there  ap- 
l)ears  between  Arts  and  Sciences,  I  doubt  not  but  an  active  catcher  of  biitterllies, 
a  careful  and  fancifid  pattern-drawer,  an  iiulusirious  collector  of  shells,  a  lalxjr- 
ious  and  tuneful  bag-piper,  or  a  diligent  breeder  of  tame  rabbits,  might  severally 
excel  in  their  respective  parts  of  the  liathos. 

"I  shall  range  these  confmetl  ami  less  copious  Cienius's  under  proper  classes, 
ami  (the  better  to  give  their  pictures  to  the  reader)  under  the  names  of  animals 
of  some  sort  or  other;  whereby  he  will  be  enabled,  at  the  fust  sight  of  such  as 
shall  daily  come  forth,  to  know  to  what  kind  to  refer,  and  with  what  authors  to 
comp.  re  them. 

"i.  The  Flying  Fislus  :  These  are  writers  who  now  and  then  rise  iipoiT 
their  fins,  and  lly  out  of  the  rrofiind  ;  but  their  wings  are  soon  dry,  and  they 
drop  down  to  the  bottom.      O.  S.      .A.  II.      C.  ('<. 

"  2.  The  Swallows  are  authors  that  are  eternally  skimming  and  fluttering  up 
and  down,  Init  all  their  agility  is  employed  to  latch  Hies.  I..  T.  W.  1'. 
Lord  II. 

"3.  The  Osiridges  are  such,  wiv -°  heaviness  rarely  permits  them  to  raise 
themselves  from  the  ground  ;  their  win,  .e  of  no  use  to  lilt  them  up,  and  their 
motion  is  between  flying  and  walking  ;  but  then  they  run  \ery  fast.  I).  F.  1.. 
K.     The  lion.  K.  H. 

"  4.  The  I'airuis  ;ire  llicv  that  repeat  another's  words,  in  such  a  hoarse,  1  dd 
voice,  as  makes  ihcm  seem  their  ()u'//.  W.  1!.  W.  II.  C".  C.  The  Reverend 
I).  I). 

"  _v  'l"^'  Didappers  are  authors  that  k-ep  themselves  long  out  of  sight,  under 
water,  and  come  up  now  and  then  where  )ou  least  expected  them.  1,.  W.  G. 
D.  Esq.      The  Hon.  Sir  W.  Y. 

"6.  The  Torjioises  are  unweildy  and  big  ;  they  ])nt  all  their  numlurs  into  a 
great  turmoil  and  temjiest,  but  whenever  they  ajjpear  in  plain  light  (which  is 
seldom)  they  are  only  shapeless  and  ngly  monsters.     I.  I).     C   G.      I.  O. 
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"  7.  J'Ir-  I'rogs  are  siitli  as  laii  iieitlier  walk  lun  lly,  but  can  Icaiiaiul  Iwiiiul 
to  ailiniraliDii  :  'I'liey  live  generally  in  the  Ixitloni  ol  a  ditfli,  and  make  a  great 
noise  wlienever  tluy  thrust  their  heads  above  watei.  Iv  W.  1,  M.  I'.sii ;  T.  1). 
Cent. 

"  8,  The  l''.els  are  ol)scine  authors,  that  warji  themselves  n|i  in  their  o\\  n  mud, 
but  are  mighty  nimble  ami  jiert.      1..  \\  .      I..    T.      1'.  M.     (leneralC. 

"  9.  The  Tortoises  are  slow  and  chill,  and,  like  jiastoral  writers,  delight  nnicli 
in  gardens:  they  have  lor  the  most  part  a  (ine  embroidered  Shell,  and  under- 
neath it,  a  heavy  lump.     A.  1".      \V.  H.      I..  K.     The  Right  Hon.  K.  of  S. 

"  These  are  the  chief  Charactcristicks  of  the  Matlios  ;  ami  in  each  ofthe.se  kinils 
we  have  the  comfort  to  be  blessed  with  sundry  and  manifold  choice  Spirits  in 
this  our  Island. 
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Sir//iisf,  a  Koiiiitti  J/is/oriitn  /'oni  ,it  AiiiiiciiiKiii,  in  66  />'.  C. 
llf  difd  ill  J.f. 

Tht  oration  of  l.iiiiiiiis  the    Tri/iuiif:     .■l,i,iii\<si;/  to  tlie  f-cople 

"This  speech  abundaiilly  explains  ilsell'.  It  was  an  Mffort  of  a  Tribune,  to 
depress  the  I'atrician  I'ower,  by  raising  the  Tribunitial  Power  :  For  this  end,  it 
was  expedient  to  (latter  and  animate  the  People,  anil  to  revile  the  Cirandees. 

"  Were  you  insensible,  O  my  Coinitrymen,  of  the  Privileges  transmitted  down 
to  yon  by  )our  I'oie-fathers,  aiul  the  Servitude  imposed  upon  you  by  Sylla,  it 
would  then  be  necessary  for  me,  to  enter  into  a  jiarticular  Dissertation  on  the 
Nature  of  our  Republic  ;  and  jioint  out  to  you  the  drievances  which  provoked 
the  Plebians  to  take  up  Arms,  and  withdraw  from  the  Senate  ;  and  by  wh.it 
Methods  they  were  enabled,  at  last,  to  settle  a  Tribimal  Jurisdiction,  but  1 
have  now  nothing  to  do,  but  e.xhort  and  animate  you,  and  lead  the  Way,  for  the 
Re-establishment  of  your  Liberty. 

"I  am  very  sensible,  how  muHpial  the  Contest  is,  in  which  I  have  engaged ;  a 
single  Person,  iniassisted  as  1  am,  vested  with  the  Name,  but  not  the  .Authority 
of  Magistracy,  attempting  to  crush  an  Usurpation,  supported  by  all  the  Wealth 
and  Power  of  the  Nobility  :  Nor  do  1  forget,  how  much  greater  Security  (  rimi- 
nal  Men  fnid  in  Combination  and  Confederacy,  than  the  Imiocent,  in  their 
separate  iMuIeavoms.  Hut,  notwithstanding  this,  1  am  not  only  animated  by  the 
Assurance  I  have  of  your  best  iMideavoin's,  an  Assurance  siilhcient  to  lift  me 
alK)ve  the  Dread  of  such  .Apprehensions,  but  also  by  a  settled  Persuasion,  that 
the  Urave  will  ever  tlnd  greater  Satisfactiijn,  even  in  an  unsuccessful  Struggle 
for  Liberty,  than  in  a  jiassive  Submission  to  the  servile  Yoke.  .And,  yet,  so  far 
have  most  of  your  Tribunes  been  drawn  from  their  Duly,  by  alluring  Pr<iS|jects 
of  Advantage,  and  the  Hcpes  of  ingratiating  themselves  with  the  I'athers.  tint 
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tliL'  very  Aulliorily  I'st.iblislR'cl  lor  )<iiii'  Sec  unly,  ihcy  have  ciiiiiloNe'd  U)  weaken 
and  ik'iiii))'  it  ;  eslteiuing  the  Waives  ut'  I'leaelieiy  aliove  tlie  ('.lory  of  unre- 
waided  Inienniy.  Heme  arises  th.it  CMiiMtant  (Innvili  ol  I'liwer  possessed  liy 
the  Faction,  who,  nnder  Treteuf  e  of  lakmj;  iijion  ilieniselves  the  ("(jnchiet  of  .i 
War,  liave  usurped  tlie  Disposition  of  tlie  Revenue,  all  our  Armies,  all  our  (lov- 
ernments,  and  I'rovimes.  And  tlnis,  witli  the  SpoUs  of  their  Country,  lliey 
have  erected  the  Fortress  of  their  Tyrainiy  over  it  ;  Whilst  you  all  the  while, 
like  a  lame  Herd,  notwithstanding  the  Immensity  of  your  Numbeis,  suffer  your- 
selves to  l)e(  ome  the  absolute,  the  wretched  Property  of  a  small  l'a(  tion,  who 
have  robbed  you  of  all  the  AM|uisiiioiiS  derived  to  you  from  the  \'irtue  of  your 
Ancestors,  except  the  minhly  Privilege  of  electing  Magisirales,  oiue  your 
(luardians  and  I'rotectors,  but  now  your  Masters  and  lyrants.  Hence  it  is,  th.it 
such  Numbers  are  attached  to  them:  And  ytt,  if  \(ju  resolutely  assert  your 
Liberties,  and  reiover  your  |ui  isdiction,  so  few  are  there  that  have  Resolution 
to  adhere  with  rersiveraiue  (o  the  Cause  they  are  engaged  in,  that  the  (leneral- 
ity  of  them  will  return  to  you.  And  then  of  couise,  all  other  Advantages  will 
attend  the  Fortune  of  your  superior  Stiength.  If  ydu  are  but  steady  and  unan- 
imous in  your  Proceedings,  can  liiere  lie  the  least  room  to  apprehend  any  Op- 
])osilion  from  those,  wIiosIimuI  in  Awe  of  your  I'ower,  iveii  when  \(iii  had  not 
the  Spirit  to  exert  it,  \\hen  it  was  languid  and  disjointed  ':"  I'uv  what  was  it  but 
the  Dread  of  your  Authority,  that  enabled  the  Consul  C.  Cutta,  even  when  the 
F'aciion  was  at  the  Height,  to  restore  to  the  'Iribuiies,  some  of  their  ancient 
Privileges?  And  although  they  had  the  conlidence  to  fall  upon  I..  Siciniiis,  the 
last  who  ventnied  to  speak  in  I'avour  of  the  'Iribunitial  Power,  whilst  you 
scarce  ventured  to  utter  your  Complainis  in  ])rivate  ;  \il  were  they  terrified  and 
alarmed  with  the  Apprehensions  of  your  N'engeance,  e\tn  when  yi>u  discovered 
the  least  Ke.seiilment  against  such  enormous  Injiislice,  I  am  lilled  willithe 
utmost  Aston'shment,  when  I  consider  this  Conduct  of  yours  toward  Men,  from 
whom,  yon  must  be  sensible,  yen  have  not  the  least  Cirounds  to  expect  Redress. 
When  Death  li.id  removed  S\  ll.i  imt  of  your  Way,  th.il  [lestileiit  Parricide,  tliat 
I'jishiver  of  his  Country,  and  you  imagined  there  was  an  end  of  all  your  Calam- 
ities, then  Catalus  arose  a  more  Impl.icable  Tyrant  than  the  former.  .Vfter 
that,  in  the  Consulship  of  lliiitiis,  and  .\emilius  Mamercus,  the  public  'I'raiupiil- 
lity  was  disturbed  by  'ruiiiults  and  Insurrections.  Then  C.  Curio,  usurping  law- 
less Dominion,  pursued  your  innocent  Tribune  even  to  Desirui  tion.  And  with 
wli.it  Warmth  and  h'liry  l.iii  ulliis  made  He. id  against  1,.  (Juinetiiis  the  last  \'ear, 
I  need  not  iiil'orm  you  ;  yiiurselves  were  Witnesses  to  it  ;  as  you  now  are  to  the 
wild  I'proar,  and  scilitious  Riots,  r.iised  against  me.  \  ain  and  Iruitless  Pro- 
ceedings, if  tliey  h.ue  any  liilentioii  of  resigning  then-  Power,  before  \  on 
attempt  to  compel  them  to  it  I  liesides,  it  is  manilesi,  whatever  their  Pretence 
be  for  taking  up  .Arms,  and  engaging  us  in  intestine  Proils,  the  real  Motive  is 
to  exercise  Dominion  over  you.  Hence  it  is,  ill, it  although  in  other  ( Iratilica- 
tions.  whether  Licentiousness,  .\varice,  or  Resentment,  their  Desires  may  have 
been  tlagrant  and  impetuous,  yet  these  were  but  temporary  Passions;     Une  oidy 
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has  been  pfinianent  ami  l.i^linf;  iii  tliciii  .ill  ;  ami  iluii  is  tlif  ank-iit  Dfsiie  of 
aliolishing  tl)e  Tribunal  AhiIhiiiI)  ,  that  Weapon  \\\:\  nito  yoiu'  I  lands  by  your 
brave  Forffathers,  for  tlii'  (iuard  and  Support  ut'  jour  Liberty. 

"  I  beseech  yoti,  therelnre,  I  earnestly  conjure  yiMi,  in  (all  up  u  \:\  Aiienlion, 
and  let  nut  ihe  Misapplication  of  Names  any  loiii;er  i  lierish  an  n  di  Unl  Inac- 
tivity ;  nor  give  to  base  Servitufle  the  solienin^;  Appi  llalions  ol  I'laceaud  'I  tan- 
(piillil)-,  the  Reality  of  whit  li,  whilst  yon  thus  (  nnunall)'  perveit  the  Nature  of 
Tilings,  yon  wdl  not  be  in  sn  j^ood  a  C'ondiiioii  to  obtain,  as)(iu  inif;ht  have 
been,  had  you  rein.iined  enliul\  i),issi\e  and  silent. 

"  Awake  then,  my  t'ountryinen,  from  this  l.elharj^y  ;  and  reuicniber  that  unless 
you  break  the  servile  C'h.iins  about  your  Necks,  i1r\  will  draw  )ou  inlocliser 
Itcind.ige  ;  For  it  is  ever  the  Nature  of  Tyi.inn)'  to  strengthen  Us  .Security  by 
adding  to  its  ()p]iressions. 

"  It  is  my  Opinion  then,  tli.it  the  liist  .Step  yuu  should  'I'.ike,  is  to  refoini  the 
Present  lieiit  and  Oisposiiion  of  your  .Minds  :  Courage  and  .Alacrity  are  in  jdur 
Tongues,  Indolence  ami  I'lisill.iniinity  in  your  Hearts:  I'"<'r  the  .Moment  you 
quit  these  .Assemblies,  yon  ipiit  .ill  Thought  of  vindic.itiiig  your  Liberty.  \'oiir 
next  Step  is.  to  resolve,  that,  as  you  are  Superior  in  Strength,  you  will  exert  that 
Superiority,  and  assert  the  Privilege  of  rejecting,  or  accepting,  as  it  best  suits 
your  Interest,  those  laborious  Ot'lices  you  now  undertake,  .-it  the  (.'oniinand  and 
for  the  Service  of  others.  This  is  all  1  would  exhort  you  to  :  1  call  )ou  not  to 
those  exalted  Degrees  of  heroic  liravcry,  by  which  your  .Ancestors  jirocured  the 
Institution  of  'I'ribunes,  and  a  hiw  for  their  .A<lmission  to  the  first  olVices  in  the 
State,  unencumbered  by  the  Necessity  of  having  the  l\lections  conhrined  by  the 
Fathers. 

"  Vou  expect,  I  suppose,  Assistance  from  .Almighty  Jove,  and  leave  the  Redress 
of  your  C;rievanc:es  to  the  immortal  Deities;  insensible  all  the  while,  that  by 
every  t'ompli.in<e  \ith  the  lordly  Injunctions  of  the  Consuls,  and  the  Dec'ces 
of  the  Senate,  you  strengthen  their  Hands,  and  confirm  their  Authority.  Thus 
you  ciiijperate  to  your  own  Cndoing,  and  become  the  willing  Instruments  of 
adding  Weight  to  your  Chains. 

"  IS'it  do  you  im.igine,  O  (,)uirites,  that  by  all  this  I  mean  to  fire  your  Resent- 
meul,  or  to  rouse  you  to  vindictive  Me.i^-iires.  No:  The  I'lxpedieiit  I  jiropose, 
requires  not  .Action  ;  neither  do  I  exhort  ycui  to  Tumulls  and  Discord,  as  is 
injuriously  given  out ;  So  f.ir  from  this,  lliat  my  onl)-  \'iew  is  to  put  an  I'aid  to 
all  our  liroils.  Ami  even  though  they  should  rel'usi'  in  com])ly,  still  1  would  not 
excite  you  to  .Arms,  imr  encourage  ;i  Secession.  .All  I  advise,  is  that  you  would 
not  be  so  liberal  of  Roman  lilood,  and  no  longer  shed  it  in  their  Cause.  Liave 
these  great  Rulers  to  themselves:  Lei  them  conduct  their  tisurped  .Authority, 
and  exercise  it  their  own  Way:  Let  them  hunt  after  A'ictory  and 'i'riiiini)hs, 
and,  assisted  by  a  Train  of  !i<iages,  and  a  IJ.iml  of  Statues,  let  them  pursue 
Mithridates,  pursue  .Sertorius,  and  the  Remnant  of  the  L'.xiles;  but  never,  my 
F"ellow-Citizens,  never  let  the  Peril,  the  Toil,  and  Hurtlien  fall  upon  \'ou,  who 
reap   no  Share  in  the  .Advantages:      Unless  perhaps,  you  allnw  your  Serviics  to 
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be  amply  rewarded,  liy  tin'  l.ilc  unexpecled  Law  fur  tlie  iJislriljiition  of  Cum. 
Amply  rcwnrduil  indciil,  by  a  Law  whicli  lias  jnit  to  Sale  the  I.ihfrty  of  each  In- 
dividual, and  vaiut'd  it  at  ihi-  mighty  I'lice  of  live  liiisiicls  of  drain  !  A  (Quan- 
tity not  Lwci'cdinu;  llit'  |ir.iporii(in  alioucd  to  ijie  miserable  I'risoners  coiifiNc(i  in 
our  (laols.  For,  as  ili.it  poor  Allowance  serves  just  to  keep  those  Wretches 
alive,  hnt  prevents  not  the  Decay  of  their  Strcnj^th  and  Vigour,  so  neither  is  so 
small  a  I'm  in<  e  sufticienl  to  mainlaiii  your  I'amilies,  and  relieve  yon  Inmi  do- 
mestic ('ares.  .And  those  among  you,  who  are  so  indolent  as  to  dcjiend  upon 
this  pitiful  Support  only,  must  lind  thiuiselves  nnserably  dis,i|ip(jinle(l.  lint 
was  this  nistrib  lion  ever  so  ample  and  nKignili<;enl,  yet  when  yuu  (nnsidcr  it 
offered  as  the  Price  of  Liberty,  how  stupidly  insensible  must  you  be,  to  swallow 
the  Uiit,  and,  to  your  uwn  manifest  i'rejudice,  vuluntarily  acknowledge  an  Obli- 
gation to  them,  fur  bestowing  on  )  iii  what  was  your  own  before.  This  is  the 
only  l''..\|)edient  they  have  to  ac(]uire  S(i\cieiL;n  Dorniniun.  llv  no  other  is  it 
possible  for  them  to  succeed  ;  no  other  wdl  the)'  e\fi-  alltniiit.  \'u\\  nuisl  re- 
solve, therefore,  to  be  on  your  (luard  ;  you  see  the  Artilice,  you  see  uith  that 
View  they  would  allay  the  heat  of  your  Resentment,  and,  by  soothing  and  caress- 
ing, v.ould  persuade  yon,  that  nothing  (an  be  done  till  the  return  of  Tompey  ; 
the  mm,  wlunn,  when  awed  by  his  I'reseme,  they  receive  with  Applauses,  and 
even  sloop  to  exalt  in  'I'riinnph  on  their  SiHJulders;  but  the  .Moment  his  .Absence 
removes  their  Drcid,  they  boldly  fall  upon  his  Name,  and  mangle  bis  Reputa- 
tion. Nor  do  these  Assertors  of  Liberty  ( for  .so  they  st)le  themselves)  feel  the 
least  ("onfusion  <ir  Shame,  though  they  are  sensible,  it  is  notoriously  manifest, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  .Association  of  theii-  Numbers,  they  depend  upon  the 
Concurrence  of  a  single  I'erson  ;  and  that,  without  I'ompcy,  the)'  neither  dare 
redress  your  Cirievances  nor  are  able  to  support  their  own  I'ower. 

"  -As  for  l'oni|)e\-,  1  know  him  well  ;  and  .im  billv  eon\'iiu  ed,  thai  a  \'outh  of 
such  Honour  and  Renown  will  think  ii  more  eligible  to  rise  to  Cre.itness  with 
your  free  Consent,  and  willing  Suffrages,  than  to  ])arl.ike  with  tliem  in  the 
usurpation  of  l.iu  less  .Swa)'.  Nay,  1  doubt  not,  he  will  be  louiul  llie  most  for- 
ward to  cherish  and  restore  the  'I'ribimitial  I'ower. 

" 'I'here  was  a  Time,  ()  (Juiriles,  when  ever\'  Individual  among  you  deiieiuled 
u|)(Ui  the  conjunctive  Strength  of  the  whole  ("omniiniity.  and  not  the  \\  hole 
upon  one  Individual  :  'I'here  was  a  Time,  when  no  smgle  I'erson  had  it  in  his 
Power,  to  rob  us  of  any  Rights  ami  Privileges,  or  to  confer  any  upon  lis.  Hut 
I  have  said  enough:  It  is  not  want  of  Inloiniatiun  that  obslru(  is  your  I'rog- 
ress  ;  It  is,  I  know  not  what,  a  Stupefaction,  a  letharg\,  which  so  benumbs 
your  Senses,  that  neither  the  I'roSiiecls  of  Clory,  nor  the  Dreail  of  Infamy,  can 
rous<.'  yotn-  Spirits.  /''i>r  the  sake  of  gratifying  a  slothtul  Indolence,  \ou  invert 
the  Nature  of  Things,  and  (latter  yourselves,  that  you  range  in  the  amjile  Space 
of  Liberty,  because  you  feel  not  the  lashes  of  ser\ile  .Stripes,  and  liavesliil 
leave  to  walk  where  yon  please,  without  Restraint.  .Singular  Favours,  indeed, 
of  your  potent  and  wealthy  .Masters.  Hut  even  this  scanty  Portion  of  Liberty, 
is  not  granted    to   your  l''ellowCiti/.ens  in  the  Country  :      'J'hey  feel  the  Lash  ; 
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tlu'y  l,\ll  the  X'icums  cil  coiiti'iKliiii;  I'dwii^,  ,  .mil  ;ire  )ieliloil  ii|)  td  the  Gov- 
ernors of  I'l'oviiiccs,  :is  llu'ir  alisolulc  I'idpurly  :  II  IIh'V  l;iki-  up  Anns,  it  is  to 
nggiaiiili/.i'  olht'is;  if  ilu'y  coiuiucr,  otiicr  Men  real)  ''"-'  ^''ory  aiul  Ailvanl.ige ; 
and  vvliith  Siile  soever  lriiini|il)s,  still  the  tinlKi])|iy  reo|ile  hecunu'  the  Spoil  of 
N'uiiirw  Nor  is  it  possiiile  to  prevent  tlie  Increase  ol  this  Misery,  so  long  as 
these  Oppressors  are  more  attentive  and  vigoiirous  for  tlie  Support  of  tiieir 
Tyranny,  tlum  you  arc  for  the  Recovery  of  your  I.ilierty." 
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/■'ri'iii  '•  The  Xai'itl  I'niif-I,-,'"    /i,>sl<iii 

"  In  the  nionlh  nf  August,  iSoi,  Captain  Sierielt,  roinniander  of  the  United 
Stales  scliouner  I'lnlerprise,  of  twelve  ,i;uiis,  and  ninety  men,  I'eil  in,  otf  Malta, 
with  a 'rripolilan  iriii>er  of  tonrleen  guns  and  eiglitv  five  men.  A  desperate 
cunlliet  ensued,  and  had  eonlinued  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the  TriiJolilan 
hauliil  down  her  culors,  'The  crew  of  the  I'jiterprise  lelt  their  guns,  and  gave 
three  I  luers  for  the  viclorv.  I'pon  this,  tl'.e  eruiser  poured  a  lirdadsii'e  into  tlie 
I'hiterprisi',  hoisted  her  (ulurs,  and  renewed  the  aetion  with  redouhled  vigor. 
Her  crew,  brandishing  their  sahres,  contiiuialh  attempted  to  hoard.  They 
liy  the  skillful  crew  nf  tlie  I'.iitei  prise  and  >lriiek  a  second 


were  agani  ovck nme 


time.     Caiii.iiu  Sterrelt  then  ordeied  tlie  cruiser  uiu 


ler  h 


us  ipuirier,  and 


•pt 


men  at  the  giuis.      Hut  the  Tripoliian  hail  no  sconer  ccnie  to  the  ]ii.sition  she  was 


ordered,  than    she    renewed    the  .ictiou   the  third   lime.  1 


\  pouring  a  broadside 


into  the   l^uterprise.      The 'I'ripolilans  hoisted  llitii  hh  i  dy  ll.ig,  .md  altemi)ted 
to  l)oanI.      The  indignant  cry  of  '  I'ight  oi 
the  bottom,'  «.is  nuw  he.u'd  fruin  ever\   jMrl  of  ll 


d  sink  the  i)ertidious  villains  to 


Uneiican  scliooner. 
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ellort  was  made  by  C.ipiain  Sterrelt  to  insure  a  compi  le  vi(  li  ry. 
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skill  ill  the  m.iuagemeiit  of  his  vessel  enabled  him  to  r.i 


ke  tl 


le  corsair  lore  and 


afi. 


A   number  of  shols  belwecii  wind  and  w.iler,  opened  her  sides  for  the  sea 


to  pour  in. 


I'ifiy 


ner  men  were 


kille 


e<l  and  wounued 
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er  tre.icherous  com- 


mander, perieiving  the  destruction  ol   bis  vesse 


•A  ami 


crew  inevitable,  mi| 


■lored 


fur  ([iiarters.      liending  in  a  snpplii  .iling  pi'Sluie  over  the  waste  of  his  \es:'-l,  he 

Unericaii  captain  that  be  woiihl 


tl 


irew   his  colors   into  the  sea,  to  ( (inviiu  e  the 


•lo  more  .itlemjjt  to  resist.      Captain  Sierrett,  aciiialed  by  the  sentiments  of  Hue 
bravery,  stopjied    the   effusion   of  bluod,  though  the  treai  herons  conduct  of  the 


rril)ol:tans  merited   no  nu'rc\ . 
)ri/.e    of  the    c.ruisei 
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IS  inslruclions  not  permuting  Inin  lo  m.ike 


e    onleied    her   crew   to  throw  overboan 


1  all  ll 


leir  guns, 


swords,  pislols,  ammunition,  etc.,  and   then   to  gci  aiu 
ighl 


lell  il 
1  l( 


leir  cuuuli  \  ineu  llie 


treatment  they  mighl  e\|)e(  t  from  a  n.ition  determined  lo  p.iy  Iribute  only  in 
pnwder  and  ball.  The  I'ailerprise,  in  this  engagcmeiit  of  three  hours,  did  imt 
lose  a  m.in.     C.ipl.iin    Sierrell   after  p.uiiur  everv  aiieiiliuii  to  ihe  wounded  Tri- 
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politaiis,  orflereil  the  cruiser  to  be  dismanllcd.  llcr  iinists  were  cut  doun.  A 
spar  was  raised,  to  wliicii  was  hung  a  tattered  sail  as  a  Hag.  In  tiiis  condiliou 
she  was  sent  to  Tripoli.  On  her  arrival  there,  the  indignation  excited  by  her 
defeat,  was  so  great,  tliat  the  bashaw  ordered  the  woinided  captain  to  be 
mounted  on  a  jackass,  and  paraded  through  the  streets  as  an  olijcci  of  public 
scorn  ;  and  then  to  receive  five  hundred  bastinadoes.  The  'i'ripolitans  were  so 
tenified  at  this  event,  that  the  sailors  abandoned  the  cruisers  then  fitting  out. 
"  Not  a  man  coukl  be  procured  to  navigate  them. 


F.VF.NTS   ()V    1,..\KR    I'.RIF. 


F/i>m  "  VVir  .Vcnui/  Temf<l,\'  Bos/on 


"  On  the  morning  of  the  Sili  of  October,  iSrj,  luo  I'.niish  vessels,  ihe  Detroit 
and  ibe  < '.iledonia,  came  down  Lake  Krie,  and  an(  bored  under  the  guns  of  the 
Hnii--li  fort  I'aie.  Lieutenant  Elliot,  of  the  United  Stales  Navy,  wlio,  at  tli:it 
time  sn]ierintended  the  naval  affairs  on  Lake  I'.rie,  determined  to  attack,  anil  if 
])ossilile.  to  possess  himself  of  them. 

"  .Vboiil  iliis  time,  a  nimiber  of  seamen  were  marcliing  from  the  seashore  to  ilie 
lake.  Ivirly  the  dav  before  the  intended  aitack,  be  despatched  a  messenger  to 
hasten  them  forward.  I'hey  arrived  about  twelve  oMock  ;  but  he  iliscovered 
tliat  they  had  only  twenty  pistols,  and  neither  cutlasses  nor  battle  axes.  On  a|) 
plication  to  General  Smyth,  he  was  supplied  witli  a  few  arms:  and  about  litly 
men  were  detached  from  the  regulars,  armed  wilii  niuskels, 

"  Hy  four  o'clock  in  the  aflernoiui.  Lieutenant  I'.lliot  iiad  his  men  selected  and 
stationed  in  two  boats,  fifty  in  each.     At  one  o'clock  on  the  following  morning. 
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he  put  off  from  the  nionih  of  liuffalo  crcfk,  iiiuifr  very  ilisa(lv.int;igcotis  circiini- 
stances,  liis  men  liaving  scarcely  had  time  to  relresh  themselves  after  ,i  latiguiiig 
march  of  live  him(lre(l  miles.  At  three  o'clock  he  came  aloni;  side  the  liriiish 
vessels.  In  the  space  of  ten  niiiiutes  he  got  possession  of  them,  had  secured  the 
crews  as  jirisoners,  and  had  them  under  way.  The  wind,  unfortiinati  ly,  was  not 
sufliciently  strong  to  carry  them  against  a  rapi<l  current  into  llie  lake,  wheie,  he 
was  informed,  another  vessel  lay  at  anchor.  He  was  (ililige<l  in  running  down 
the  river,  to  [lass  the  liritish  forls,  \nider  a  heavy  Ine  of  round,  grape  and  canis- 
ter shot,  from  a  numher  of  pieces  of  heavy  (jrdiiance,  and  sever.d  pieces  of  Hy- 
ing artillery.  Lieutenant  I'-lliot  was  comi)elled  lo  anchor  ,it  a  distance  of  ahont 
four  hundred  \ards  from  two  of  th'  ir  hallerics.  .\ller  the  discharge  of  the  fn.st 
gun  he  haileil  the  liriiish  ofticer,  and  ol)ser\ed  to  him,  that  if  another  gun  were 
fired  he  would  bring  the  prisoners  on  deck  and  expose  them  to  the  same  fate 
widi  the  .\niericans.  I!ut,  notwithstanding  they  continued  to  keep  up  a  con- 
slant  and  destructive  the,  a  moment's  rcllet  tion  determined  him  not  to  commit 
an  act  of  such  barbarity.  The  Caledonia  had  been  beached  in  as  sate  a  ])osiiion 
as  (  ircumslances  would  admit  ot',  under  one  of  the  .\inericau  battel  ics  at  ]lhu  k 
Rock. 

'•  Lieutenant  I-".lliot  now  brought  all  the  guns  of  his  vessel  on  her  side  next  tlie 
enemy,  and  ti  I'lre  was  ke[>t  up  until  all  Ills  .imnuinition  was  expended.  I)>iring 
the  Contest  he  ende.ivored  to  get  the  Detroit  on  the  .American  side,  but  did  m  t 
succeed.  He  then  determined  to  drift  down  the  river,  out  of  reach  of  the  British 
batteries,  aiul  make  a  si.iiul  against  their  (lying  artillery.  He  :u  cordingly  ordered 
the  cable  to  be  (  ut,  and  made  s.iil  with  a  very  light  lireeze.  At  this  moment  he 
discovered  that  his  pilot  had  abandoned  him.  He  dropped  astern  for  about  ten 
minutes,  when  he  w.is  brought  up  on  Sipiaw  Isl.uid,  iie.ir  the  .Xmeriian  shore. 
.\  boat  with  prisoners  \\. is  sent  on  shore;  but,  owing  to  the  dilliciilty  it  met 
with,  did  not  return.  He,  however,  with  the  remainder  of  liis  [irisoiicrs  and 
trew,  succeeded  in  getting  on  shore. 

"  .'Vboiit  eleven  o'clock  next  morning  a  company  of  ISritish  regulais,  frcin  I'urt 
Krie,  boarded  the  Detroit,  to  destroy  the  military  stores  with  which  she  w.is 
principally  laden.  Hut  they  were  dislodged  by  a  detachment  of  volunteers  under 
the  command  of  Major  Cyrenus  Cliapin.  About  three  o'c  lock  in  the  afteiuoon 
of  the  same  day,  the  British  a  second  time  attempted  to  boaid  the  Detroit  ;  but 
were  again  repulsed. 

"  'I'he  Detroit  mounteil  si.x  long  si.\  iiomiders,  iiiul  li.id  a  crew  of  fifty  six  men 
About  thirty  Anu'rican  jirisoners  were  on  board  her.  .She  was  burnt  by  the 
Americans  after  they  hail  taken  a  greater  ))art  of  the  stores  out  of  her.  The 
C'aleilonia  mounted  two  small  guns,  and  had  a  crew  of  twelve  men.  She  had 
on  board  a  cargoe  of  furs,  estimateil  at  about  one  Imiidred  and  fifty  tliousaii'.i 
dollars. 

"In  Much,  i8i^,  CaiJtain  i'erry  arrived  at  the  p  irt  of  l''.rie,  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  there  fitting  out. 
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"  Durini;  tlie  simnifr  the  following  American  vessels  wore  cqnipijcd  on  Lake 
Erie : 

CirNS  CoMMANIiKUS 

Brig  l-awreii^e ::o O.   H.  IVny 

Niagar.i ^o J.  1>.  I'llliot 

Caledoina ,^ Turner 

Schr.  Ariel 4 Packet 

Scorpion 2 Chaniplin 

Somers 2  \:  2  swivels \lney 

'rigj-ess 1      C^onklin 

Porcupine 1 l.endt 

Trippe 1 

Ohio I 


.Smith 
.Dobbin 
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"  'l"he  British  fleet  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Barclay,  consisting  of 
the  following  ve-sseli-  : 

C'ifNS  Hii\MI/lKS 

Ship  Detroit 19 2 

(Jueen  Charlotte   17.  i 

Shcr.  I.ady  I'revosi i_^  i 

llrij;  1  Iiinter ..10 

Sldop  Little  Belt ,5 

Schr.  Chipi)eway i 

63 


"  On  the  morning  01  he  loth  of  Sr-ptember  the  British  fleet  was  discovered  by 
Comnio(l(ire  Perry  from  Putin-Bay,  where  he  then  lay  at  anchor.  Commodore 
Perr}'  innneiliately  got  imder  way  wiili  his  squadron,  and  stood  for  the  British 
(leet.  The  wind  at  that  time  was  light  from  southwest.  At  lil'teen  miniil  .>  be- 
fore twelve,  tlie  ISritish  conunenced  firing;  and  at  five  mnuites  before  twelve, 
the  action  connnenced.  on  the  part  of  the  Americans.  .As  llie  fire  of  the  ISrit- 
ish, owing  to  their  long  guns,  was  very  severe  upon  the  .Americans,  and  was 
principally  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  Commodore  Perry  resolved  to  close  with 
them  ;  he  accordinglv  made  sail,  and  ordered  the  other  vessels  to  follow.  Every 
brace  and  bowline  of  the  '.  •.wrence  being  shot  away,  she  became  unmanageable, 
notwiihstanding  tiie  great  exertions  of  the  sailing  master.  In  this  situation  she 
sustained  ilie  aclioii,  within  canister  distal. 'e,  upward  of  two  hours,  tmtil  every 
gun  was  rendered  useless,  and  the  greater  part  of  her  crew  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

"  .After  a  display  of  skill  and  gallantry  wliii  h,  alone,  would  have  been  sufficient 
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to  have  immoit;ili/.ecl  CcuniiUHlure  IVrry — iificr  dctciuliiig  his  vessel  ;ij;,ilnsl  ;i  far 
superiur  force,  to  llie  very  last  extremity,  this  ilhistrioiis  hero,  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, when,  to  almost  any  other  mind,  tiie  contest  would  have  apiieared  hope- 
less, resolved  to  save  his  country's  honor  or  perish  in  the  atlcnipl.  He  there- 
lore  ([uitled  the  Lawrence  in  an  ojien  boat,  and  rowed  olT  lor  llie  Niagara,  to 
make  one  more  display  of  his  heroism  and  talents.  In  his  [lassa^e,  there  were 
no  less  than  three  broadsides  llred  at  him  hv  the  Hritisli  vessels,  uhich  he  passed. 
Heaven  interposed  iis  protecting  arm.  1  le  escajied  the  apparently  inevitable 
destruction.  He  reached  the  Niagara  in  safel),  and  a  bree/e  s]iringing  up,  en- 
abled (."aptain  I'Llliot,  who  commamled  that  vessel,  to  bring  her  into  close  action 
in  a  very  gallant  manner.  C'ajii.iin  I-',llint  aniicip.iied  the  commodore's  design 
by  volunteering  to  bring  the  schooners,  which  had,  b)'  the  lightness  of  the  wind, 
been  kejit  astern,  into  close  action.  Sometime  after  Commodore  Terry  had  left 
the  L.iwrence  lur  (lag  was  lowered  ;  for  having  been  so  long  exposed  to  nearly  the 
whole  lire  of  the  liritish  lleet,  she  was  almost  cut  to  jtieces  ;  and  the  chief  part 
of  her  crew  disabled,  only  eight  men  remained  capable  of  doing  duty.  'I'he 
British,  however,  were  not  in  a  si.ite  to  lake  (lossession  of  her,  and  ( iiciiinslances 
soon  permitted  her  (lag  to  be  .gain  hoisted.  At  forty-five  minutes  [)ast  two,  the 
signal  was  made  for  close  action.  As  the  Niagara  was  very  little  injured,  Coni- 
modore  Perry  determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's  lines  with  her.  He  ac- 
cordingly bore  up,  ami  p.issed  ahead  of  their  two  ships  and  a  brig,  giving  a 
raking  lire  to  them  from  his  larboard  side,  ai  half  pistol  shot  distance.  'I'he 
smaller  vessels  were  by  this  lime  within  grape  and  canister  distance,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  I'.Uiot.  The  severe  and  well  direcle<l  fire  from  ihem  and 
the  Niagara,  ftirced  the  two  ships,  the  brig  and  a  schooner,  to  surrender.  A 
sloop  and  schooner  attemiiled  to  esca|)e,  but  were  overtaken  and  caplnred.  The 
Lawrence  was  so  completely  cut  \\\i,  that  after  the  action,  she  was  sent  to  I'',rie 
to  be  disniantled.  Lieutenant  Yarnell,  upon  whom  the  (ommand  of  the  Law- 
rence devolved  after  the  commodore  left  her,  refused  to  quit  the  deck  though 
several  times  wounded.  Lieutenant  Ihooke  of  the  marines  and  Midshipman 
Saul,  were  both  killed  on  board  the  Lawrence.  As  the  surgeon  of  this  vessel 
was  stooping  in  the  act  of  dressing  or  examining  a  wouiul,  a  ball  passed  through 
the  ship  a  few  inches  from  his  head,  which,  had  it  been  erect  must  ha\e  been 
taken  off.  Mr.  Hambleton,  purser,  distinguished  himself,  and  toward  the  close 
of  the  action  was  severely  wounded.  On  board  the  Niagara,  Lieutenants  Smith 
and  Edwards  and  Midshipman  Webster  behaved  in  a  very  handsome  manner. 
Captain  lirevoort  of  the  army,  who.  with  the  men  under  his  command,  had 
volunteered  to  act  as  marines,  did  great  execution  with  his  nnisketry.  Lieuten- 
ant 'Lnrner,  who  commanded  the  Caledonia,  brought  his  vessel  into  action  in 
the  most  gallant  style.  The  Ariel,  Lieutenant  I'ai  ket,  and  Scorpion,  Sailing 
Master  Chainplin,  got  early  into  the  action,  and  were  of  great  service.  The 
purser,  Magrath,  performed  essential  service.  Captain  L'Jliot  particularly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  exertion  and  skill. 
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"  'I'lie  following  is  an  eslimate  of  the  killctl  and  wounded  on  l)oai(i  llu-  Amer- 
ican lleet. 

Kii.i  111  WoiNii:  n  TorAi. 

22 (■)! ^,5 


Lawrenci 


Niagara..., 
Caledonia. 

Somers 

Ariel 

'I'rippe 

Scorpion,. 


■^1 
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'*Of  the  British  fleet  the  captain  and  first  lieutenant  of  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
were  killed.  Connnodore  Barclay  ..f  the  l.ady  I'revost  was  severely  wounded, 
and  lost  his  hand.  The  loss  of  tlie  lirilish  in  killed  and  wounded  has  been  es- 
timated at  one  hundred  and  si,\ly.  'Die  rejoicing  at  this  victory  in  the  United 
States  was  extremely  great.     All  the  principal  towns  were  illuminated. 
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C'/'V  I'/'  a  /-/Ar  /'>,>///  A'.  Cro/i/:.;-//,  /'n'/,;/,>r,  iVr.,  /o  tiie  G<'7;-rii(>r  <///</ JArc''''- 
triit<:i  of  Miis.uiiiiHsetls  Colony  in  Xcw  J-'.ii!^/<nuf 

'•  •  I.ovriNc  I'lUKNUS: 

•••  \\\-  l)ciiiK  Kivon  to  uiulerstaml.  Hint  llciiry  Sewall  (if  Rowley  in  McsseyTiisick  liay 
ill  New  ICnul.iii.l,  dye.l  .ilioiit  foiiiv  ycais  >iiicc  pu^sessed  of  an  estate  ot  lamls  and  fjooiU  in  llie 
colony  alore^aiil,  ami  llial  llie  ,-aicl  o-lalo  ili.l  ami  oufilit  lo  .le-cend  ami  eoine  Ui  liis  only  ,sonn 
Homy  Sewall,  nlini^tcl•  of  Xoilli  lla.ldelly  in  our  emmly  of  Soutliampton  m  KnglamI,  wlio 
now  iiiirposinn  to  make  a  voyage  in  New  Ivnglaml  i1k  re  iHi-onally  to  make  liis  clayine  to  lii> 
said  estate,  lialli  desired  oiir  lycenee  for  liis  absence,  as  al.so  our  letlcrs  leeomniendalory  unto 
you,  that  when  (hy  tlie  lieipe  of  (iod)lie  shall  lie  arrived  in  Now  Kngland,  he  may  liavc 
speedy  justice  and  right  done  him  enneeniing  the  said  estate,  that  soe  he  may  the  sooner  re- 
Inrnc  to  his  mini^erlal  charge  al  Noilli  ISa.idelly.  Ami  he  being  |.eisonally  kmiwne  lo  us  lo 
lie  laboii.ai,  ami  iiidiislrious  in  llie  work  of  llie  niini-lry,  and  veiy  exemplary  (or  his  holy  lile 
ami  good  conversation,  we  doc  earnesily  desire,  ihal  when  he  ^hall  make  his  addresses  to  y.ai 
he  may  receive  all  lawful  favor  and  fnrlherame  from  you  for  the  ^pe^■ily  despatch  of  his  busi 
ness  according  to  justice  and  e.|uily  thai  so  lie  may  the  more  expediliously  relurne  to  his  said 
charge,  where  (through  the  blcs,ing  of  Cod)  his  labors  in  the  go,i.eIl  may  be  further  useful! 
and  profitable;  which  we  shall  esleenie  as  a  parliciilar  respect  done  to  \is,  and  shall  be  ready 
lo  acknowledge  and  relurne  the  same  n|ioii  any  occasion  wlierein  we  may  |.rocure  of  furlhor 
your  good  and  welf.ire,  which  we  liearlily  wi^li  and  pray  for  and  rcq. 

"  '  Your  very  liiing  liieiid, 

"  ■  KnnAHh  r. 

"  '  \ViiirKii,\i  I ,  the  2,vk  "f  Marcli,  165S.'  " 

From  the  "  History  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"      Boston,  1  764. 
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"  W  Ink'  Aiiici  iiM  <  iiiilrilnilfil  in  I  Ins  ni.iinuT  lo  I'.u  ilihilc  and  extend  I  lie  inlcr- 
loiirsu  (il  l''.uit>|iL'  with  Asia,  it  i;iiv(.'  use  to  a  tr.illir  willi  Alina.  wliii  h,  IVuni 
slenilcr  hcginnnigs,  lias  liccDmc  sn  cniisiilfraMc,  as  to  lonn  the  «  Incl'  Ixmd  of 
coniMicicial  coniuilion  uilli  tiiat  ronlnicnt.  Siion  alifi  llic  l'<'ilu;;ni's<'  liail 
cxlcndi'il  llicir  dis<  ovcrifs  on  tlu'  <dasl  of  Alrica  lieyond  tlic  nvcr  Sinif^al,  llicy 
I'lidcavou'd  to  dfiivf  sonic  ln'iu'lit  Ironi  tlicir  new  sciilinii'nis  tlu-rc,  In  llic  sale 
of  slaves.  N'arious  circ  imislaiu  cs  loiiilmieil  in  la^nriiii;  tin'  icviv a!  of  tins  odious 
liallH  .  In  every  part  of  America,  nl  wliiih  tlie  .S|ianiards  lo(rk  piissessioii, 
llicv  loiind  thai  the  natives,  from  llie  li'elilencss  of  then-  fianic.  In  in  their  indo- 
ieiue,  or  Ironi  the  injudicious  nianner  of  treat  iis;  ihcin,  were  iiu  apalilr  I'f  the 
exerliijus  reciuisile  either  tor  woiKini;  mines,  oi  I.  \  culti\atiiin  the  eaith.  I'Migir 
to  liiid  haniis  more  industrious  and  elticu  nl,  the  Spauiaids  had  recourse  to  their 
iH'igliliouis  the  I'ortiiguese,  and  puichased  lr(ini  them  ntL:io  shuis.  J''.\|i(i  lence 
soon  discovered  that  thev  were  men  of  a  mote  hardy  race,  and  so  imu  li  hetler 
tilted  lor  eiuhniiif;  titi^ue,  that  the  labour  of  one  iie|,'ro  was  computed  to  be 
eciual  to  that  of  lnur  Amciiians;  and  lidinthal  t  iine  the  number  einploN  ed  in 
tiie  New  World  has  ^;one  on  incUMsiuj;  with  lapid  proj;iess.  In  this  pi.ictice, 
no  less  repu),'iiant  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  than  to  the  principles  ol  leliuioii, 
the  Spaniards  ha\e  unhappilv  been  innlated  by  all  the  nations  ot  l''ano|ie,  who 
have  ac<|inred  territories  in  the  warmer  (limates  ol  the  New  World.  .At  |ireseiit 
the  number  of  nej;ro  slaves  in  the  setllemeuls  of  Cireat  Hritain  and  I'raiue  in  the 
West  Indies,  exi  eeds  a  million  .  ami  ,is  the  esl.ililishment  of  servilude  has  been 
fi)und,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  extremely  untavorable  t(^  n^'pulatioii, 
it  reijuires  an  annual  importation  from  .Africa,  of  at  least  I'lliv  ei,i:lit  thousand  to 
keep  up  the  stock.  If  il  weic  pussible  to  ascerlam,  with  I'lpial  exactness,  the 
number  of  slav<'s  in  the  .Sp.mish  dominions,  and  in  North  Aineiii.i.  the  total 
nuiiiber  of  nei^ro  slaves  mi^lit  be  well  reckoned  .it  as  many  more. 

"  'I'lins  the  commercial  L'eiii us  (if  Pain  ipe,  which  has  j^iveii  it  .1  visible  asccnd.i lit 
over  the  three  other  divisions  of  the  eailh,  b\  discerniiif;  their  lespei  live  wants 
and  resources,  and  by  reiulerini,'  them  recipmc. illy  subservient  to  one  .inother, 
has  established  an  union  amonj^  them.  Iroin  vvhuli  il  h.is  del  ived  an  immense 
ilicre.ise  of  o[iulence.  of  [lowei.  .lud  of  enjo\  inelits." 
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\<il   lAlKI', 

"  /'//(•  .S", '.•■■7 (•/:,■//   ll'/i/rr  (i/  )ii\    C'ni/inv" 

I'rancois  M.ine  \iouet  de  \'olt.iire,  a  I'rencli  author,  w  ,is  born  in  I'aiis, 
November  .Jist,  I'lij.).  lie  died  in  the  s.ime  1  ity  on  M.iv  50th,  177H  His 
famous  ejiic,  "  I.  '  I  lenri.ide,"  was  sketchcil  in  the  Ikislile. 
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Des  irciinncns  siir  Uiineh  cU Joiuiff  la 
fable  ilii  po'i-iiif  tfr  la  llniiuiilf 
"  Le  ffu  (Us  guerres  civilcs,  doiit  Fiaiivois  II.,  vii  Ics  incmieres  elincelles, 
aviiil  finl.rase  la  l''r,iiice  sous  In  miiiuiilc  (It-  Clliarles  I\.  I.a  religion  cii  ctait  le 
snjcl  iKiniii  k's  iK-ui)les,  &  le  iMclcxtc  iiarmi  les  giamls.  La  rciiif  iiiorc, 
C.iiiiciinc  lie  Mcdicis,  avait  plus  d'uiie  sois  luuardc  k- salut  du  royaumf  [lour 
consciver  soil  auioritc,  armaiit  h-  parti  catholicpic  coiila-  Ic  protcstant,  \-  Ics 
CiiiisfS  coiuic  Ics  Hourbons,  pour  Ics  accablcr  Ics  uns  par  Ics  antics. 

"  l,a  I'laiiLC,  avaitalois,  pour  son  malhciir,  bcaiicuiipdfscigneiirs  lioi)  piiissans, 
iV  par  oinsoiucnt  tacticux  ;  dcs  pcupks  dcvcnns  fanatiques  iV  barl)aics,  par 
cttte  fureir  de  parti  (pi'lnspire  Ic  tau\  /clc  ;  des  rois  enl'ans,  atix  iioiiis  dcsqucls 
on  ravagail  l  'c;..t.  l.cs  bataillcs  dr  Diciix,  dc  Saint  Dcms,  dt  Jarnac,  deMoiit- 
contuur,  avaicnt  signalii  Ic  inalhcuiciix  icgnc  dc  Cliarlcs  iX.  l.cs  plus  grandes 
villcs  claiciit  prises,  ivprisscs,  saccagcts  tour  a  lour  par  Ics  partis  opposes.  On 
faisait  niourir  Ics  prisonnicis  dc  guerre  par  des  suppliies  rcchcrcli^s.  l.cs 
eglises  elaicnt  inises  en  tcndres  par  Ics  refornies,  les  temples  par  les  catlio- 
liipies;  les  empoissonnemeiis  \  les  .issassinats  ii'ctaient  icgardes  epic  (  oinme  des 
vengeances  d'ennciiiies  liabites. 

"On  init  le  coinblc  a  taut  d'horreurs  par  la  joiiruec  de  Saint-ISartlicleiiii. 
Henri  le  Ciiaiid,  alors  mi  ile  Navarre,  \-  dans  une  exlrciiie  jeuncsse,  chef  du 
parli  rcrormc,  dans  le  sciii  diii|uel  il  elail  lie,  tut  attire  a  la  cour,  avec  les  plus 
puissans  seigneurs  du  parti.  On  le  uiaria  a  la  priiuesse  Marguerite,  soeur  de 
Charles  I.\.  Ce  fut  an  milieu  des  rejonissanccs  dc  ces  noees,  an  milieu  de  la 
paix  la  plus  piotoiidc,  i\:  apres  les  scrinciis  les  plus  solcmnels,  que  Catherine  de 
.Mediris  ordonna  ( es  massacres,  dont  il  faut  perpetiier  la  memoire,  (loute 
alTreuse  \-  toute  flelrissante  qu'elle  pour  le  noni  Francais, )  afm  (|ue  les  liommes, 
toiijours  prets  a  entrer  dans  de  malheureuses  querelles  de  religion,  voycnt  a  (piel 
execs  I'csprit  de  parti  pent  enfiii  ciinduire. 

"On  vit  tlonc  line  cour,  qui  se  piciuail  de  politesse,  une  leinuic  (clclnc  par 
les  agreniens  de  I'csprit,  iV  nn  jcune  roi  de  vingl-trois  ans,  ordoiiner  de  sang 
froid  la  mort  ilc  plus  d'uii  million  dc  leurs  sujets.  Cette  iiicnie  nation,  qui  ne 
anjoiird'hui  a  ce  crime  qu'en  trissonnant  le  cominil  avcc  transport  iV  avci  /ele. 
Plus  de  cent  niille  hoinmes  furent  assassines  par  leurs  coinpatriotcs  ;  \  sans  les 
sages  precautions  ile  quehjcs  personnages  vertueux,  (•omine  Ic  president  Jcanin, 
le  manpiis  de  Saint  Herein,  \c.,  la  moitie  des  Fraiicais  cgorgeait  I'autre. 
Charles  IX.,  ne  ve(  ut  pas  longtems  apres  la  Saint  liarthelcmi.  Son  frcre  Henri 
111.,  (juitta  le  trone  de  la  Pologne,  pour  venir  reploiigcr  la  I'laiue  dans  de 
iiouveaux  malheurs,  dont  cllc  ne  fut  tiree  que  p.ir  Henri  l\'.,  si  justcment  sur- 
nomme  Ic  grand  par  la  jjosteritc,  (|ui  seiile  ))ciit  donner  ce  litre 

"  Henri  III.,  en  revenant  en  France,  y  trouva  deux  partis  dominaiis.  1,'un 
etait  ccliii  des  refornies,  renaissant  de  sa  ccndre,  plus  violent  (|uc  jamais,  \: 
.ivaut  ,1  s.i  tete   le   mcnie  Henri   le  grand,  alois  roi  de  Navarre.      I.'autre  etait 
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cfliii  (Ic  la  li.mie,  faction  piiissanto,  furmt'e  jifii  a  pen  par  les  i>iiiices  dc  Guise, 
cncoiiragtr  par  Ics  papi-s,  I'Drmcnluc  i)ar  I'cspagiic,  s'aiirnis.saiit  tons  Ics  jcjiirs  par 
rartifie  dcs  inoins,  consacrcc  en  apparciicL-  par  Ic  /cic  d'--  la  rcliyioii  catlioliiiuf, 
iiiais  lie  tfiidant  i\\\'i\  la  rcbelliini.  Son  ilicf  ciail  Ic  diic  dc  Ciiiisc,  siininMinic' 
Ic  ISalalrt",  pi  iiue  d'une  rcpiilatmn  eclalante,  i\:  tpii  a)  ant  plus  de  grandt'S(|ii.ditiL'S 
(jiie  de  bonnes,  semblait  ne  pmir  t  lumber  la  face  de  rotat  dans  de  terns de  truiibks. 

"Henri  III.,  an  lieu  d'accaliUr  ees  deux  partis  sous  le  jinids  de  I'aulorile 
royale,  les  foriifia  \ur  sa  faihlesse.  II  em  faire  un  yrand  coup  de  puliliiiue  en 
se  declarant  le  chef  de  la  ligue  ;  niais  il  n'en  sut  cpie  I'esclave.  II  fut  force  de 
faire  la  (guerre  pour  les  interets  du  due  de  (iiiise,  cpn  le  voulait  dctioncr,  conlre 
le  roi  de  N.ivarre  son  beau-frere,  son  lieritier  prcsf)nii)tif,  (jui  ne  pensait  (|u'a 
retablir  rauiorile^  royale,  d'aulant  plus  qu'en  agissant  pour  Ilenri  111.,  a  (jui  il 
ilevait  suci  eder,  il  agissait  i)our  luiinenie. 

"  L'aruiee  (|ue  Ileini  111.,  envoya  contre  le  roi  son  beaufrere,  fut  battue  a 
Conlras;  son  favori  Jnyeuse  y  fut  tue.  I,e  Navarrois  ne  voulnt  d'autre  fruit  de 
sa  vicioirc,  que  de  se  reconcilier  ave<-  le  roi.  'Jout  vainqucin-  (pi'il  elait,  il 
demanda  la  pai.\,  iV  le  roi  vaincu  n'osa  I'accepter,  tant  d  craignait  le  due  de 
Guise  &  la  ligtie.  Guise  tlans  ce  tenis  la  nienie  \enait  de  dissijier  une  arniee 
{I'Allemans.  Cessuccestlu  lialafrti  lunuilierent  encor  davantnge  le  roi  de  I'rance, 
(jui  se  crut  a  la  f(jis  vaincu  par  les  ligueurs  \'  par  les  reforni6s. 

"Le  due  de  Guise  enll6  de  sa  gloire,  &  fort  de  la  faiblesse  de  son  souverain, 
vint  A  Paris  malgrd  ses  ordres.  Alors  arriva  la  fanieuse  journee  des  barricades, 
ou  le  peuple  cliassa  les  ganles  du  roi,  iS:  ou  ce  nionanjue  fut  oblige  de  fuir  de  la 
capitale.  Guise  fit  jiliis;  il  obligea  le  roi  de  tenir  les  eiais  gciieraux  ilu 
royaume  a  Hlois,  &  il  prit  si  bien  ses  niesurcs,  qu'll  elait  piet  de  partiger 
I'autorit^  royale,  du  consenlenient  de  ccux  qui  representaient  la  nation,  \:  sous 
I'apparence  des  formalites  les  plus  respet  tables.  Ilenri  111.  reveille  par  ce  pres- 
sant  danger  fit  assassiner  an  chateau  de  liloiscet  ennenii  si  tlangeretix,  aussibien  que 
son  frere  le  canliiial,  jjIus  violent  &  plus  and)itieux  encor  (pie  le  due  de  Guise. 

"  Cetjiie  t'tait arrive  an  parti  protestant,  apres  la  Saint  Harilulemi,  arriva  aUrs 
a  la  ligue.  La  mort  des  chefs  raniina  le  parti.  Les  ligneurs  hveteiit  le  masque. 
Paris  ferma  ses  [)orles.  On  ne  songea  iin'a  la  vengeance.  Or.  regarda  Ilenri 
III.  comine  I'assassin  des  defenseurs  de  la  religion,  i"v:  non  conmie  un  ri.i  (pii 
avail  [,i.ni  ses  sujects  coupables.  II  saint  (jue  Ilenri  111.  presse  de  tous  cotes, 
se  n'conciliat  enfin  avcc  le  Navarrois.  Ccs  deux  princes  vinreiit  e.iinper  devant 
Paris;  &  c'est  la  que  coniniciice  la  I1KNRL-\I)L. 

"  Le  due  de  Guise  laissait  encor  \\n  frere;  I'etaii  le  du(  de  Mayenne,  lionime 
intrepide,  mais  plus  habile  cpragissant,  qui  se  vit  tout  d'lin  coup  a  la  tele  d'une 
faction  inslruite  de  ses  forces,  iV  aniini'e  ])ar  la  vengeance  iV  ]>ar  le  (anatisnie. 

"  Presfjue  tome  I'lMirope  eiitra  dans  cette  guerre.  La  c('lebre  I''Ji/abeth,  reine 
d'.Viigleterre,  qui  etait  jjleine  d'estinie  pour  le  roi  de  Navarre,  \-  i|ui  eut 
toiijours  tnie  extrC'me  passion  de  le  voir,  le  secounit  phisieurs  fois  d'lH.nmies, 
d'argent,  de  vaisseaiix  ;  tv:  ce  fut  DuplessisMornay,  i|ui  alia  tonjours  en  .Angle- 
terre  soUieiter  ces  secours.      D'un  autre  cote  la  branche  d'.Autriche,  ([ui  regnait 
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en  EsiKigne,  favorisait  la  liguc,  .l.uis  I'cspc.MUUMl'aira.  licr -iucUium  .IcpouiUcs 
d'm  loyaume  .Iccl.iR.  par  la  gufrrc  dviUt.  l.es  I'm-es  comUlluieiU  Ic  ro.  de 
Navarre,  luMi  sciilc.ncnl  par  dcs  cxcommunicalions,  mais  par  Urns  Ics  artifices  de 
I,  politique,  &  par  les  petits  secours  d'lioinmes  \'  (raiKent,  que  la  cour  de  Rome 
pent  tournir.  Ccpeiulent  Henri  111.  allait  se  rendre  maitre  de  Paris,  lorsquMl  fut 
assassinc  a  SaiiU  Cloud  par  uii  innine  Doinini.ain,  <iui  commit  ce  parricide  dans 
le  seule  idee  qti'il  obeissait  a  Dll'A'.  \-  qu'il  courait  au  martyre  ;  \-  ce  meurlre 
lie  fut  pas  seulemeiit  le  crime  de  ce  moiiie  lanatic|ue,  ce  fut  le  <  rime  de  lout  le 
p.uti.  1,'opinioii  pul.li.iue,  la  crOance  de  tons  les  ligneurs,  6lait  cpi'il  falait  tuei" 
soil  roi,  s'il  etait  mal  avec  la  cur  de  Rome,  l.es  prcdicalems  le  criaient  dans 
leui-s  mauvais  sermons;  on  rimpnmail  dans  ces  livres  pitoyables,  ([ui  intiulait 
1,1  France,  \  (lu'on  trouve  a  peine  aujoiird'hui  dans  .|iieUiues  bibliollieques, 
.'oinme  des  moiiumens  ciirieux  d'uu  siecle  egalement  barbare,  \-  pour  les  letlres, 
\  pour  les  moeiirs. 

••  .\pres  la  mort  de  Henri  III.  le  roi  <le  Navarre,  (Henri  l.e  Grand)  reconnu 
r,,i  de  i'rance  par  rarmee,  cut  a  sonteiiir  toiites  les  forces  de  la  ligue,  .tiles  de 
Rome,  (le  I'Espagne,  \-  son  royaiiuie  .1  coiupierir.  II  bloipia,  11  assiegea  I'ans  a 
pliisieurs  reprises.  I'armi  les  plus  grands  homme  ([ui  lui  fureiil  utiles  dans  cette 
guerre,  \-  doiit  on  a  fait  quelqiie  usage  dans  ce  poeme,  on  compte  les  marechaiix 
.I'Aumont  \-  de  liir.m,  le  due  de  I'.ouill.m,  \c.  IhiplessisMornay  fut  dans  sa 
plus  intime  confidence  jns.iu'au  <  liangement  de  religion  de  ce  prince  ;  il  le  ser- 
vait  de  sa  persoinie  dans  les  armees.  de  sa  pUinie  conlre  les  excommunications 
<les  papes,  \-  .le  son  gran.l  ail  .le  neg.icier,  en  lui  chercliaiit  des  secours  chez 
tons  les  primes  pr.itestans. 

"  l.e  principal  chef  .le  la  ligue  c'lait  le  due  de  Mayenne  :  .  eliii  <\u\  avail  le 
plus.le  reputation  apres  lui,  etait  le  chevalier  .I'.Aumale,  jeune  i.rince,  connu  par 
cette  fierte,  cV  ce  courage  brilliant,  .pii  distinguaienl  parliculierement  la  maison 
de  Guise.  Us  ..blinrent  pliisieurs  sec.mrs  de  rEspagne  ;  mais  il  n'cst  .luesti.m 
ici  .|iie  du  fanieux  .-omle  .I'Egmont,  Ills  .Ic  ra.liiiiral,  .pii  amena  trei/e  .1.1 
(iuat..rzecenl  lances  au  due  de  Maucnne.  On  .loima  beaucoup  de  c.mbats, 
d..nt  le  plus  fameux,  le  plus  .lecisif,  .V  plus  glorieux  pour  Henri  IV.  fut  la 
bataille  d'lvry,  on  le  .luc  .io  Mayenne  ful  vaincu  \-  le  comte  .ri'.gmont  fut  tu.:-. 
"  I'eii.ianl  le  ours  de  .elte  guerre,  le  roi  efiit  .leveiui  armoiireu.'c  de  la  belle 
Gabrielle  d'Estrees  ;  mais  son  courage  lie  s'ainoUit  point  aupres  d'elle,  tOnioin  la 
lettie  qu'on  voit  en. or  .lans  la  bibli..the.|ue  .In  roi,  dans  la.iuelle  il  dit  a  sa 
maitiesse  :  Si  je  suis  vaincu,  vous  me  connaisse/.  asse/,  pour  cr.iire  .pie  je  ne 
fuiiai  pas;    mais  ma  derniere  peiisee,  sera  a  Dll'.U,  .V  ravant-derniere  a  vous. 

"  ,\u  rcste,  on  omet  pliisieurs  fails  c.msiilerables,  .pii  n'ayant  pas  de  place  dans 
le  poeme  n'en  .l.>ivent  point  avoir  ici.  On  ne  parle  ni  de  l'cxp.:'diti.in  du  .luc 
de  I'arme  en  France,  .pii  ne  servit  .lu'a  retar.ler  la  chute  .le  la  ligue  ;  ni  de  .e 
.•ar.linal  .le  H<.iirbon,  .pii  fut  .piel.pie  tems  uu  fant.Hiie  de  roi  s.)us  le  nom  de 
Charles  X.  11  suftit  .le  .lire,  (pi'ai.res  tant  de  malheurs  iV  de  desolation,  Henri 
]\.  se  fit  .ath.ili.iue,  .V  .pie  les  I'arisiens,  .pii  haissaient  sa  religion,  \  reveraient 
sa  piTsonne,  le  reconiuirent  alors  pour  leiir  roi."  Fans,  1761. 

^  k  *  *  *  * 
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ANIXIDOTF,  OI'  VOl.lAIRK 
From  thr  L'niveiial  M,i\;azi}ic,  .W.'.'  Yoil;,  iji^j 

••  Superstition  ridiciilfci ;  tyranny  expused  ;  innocence  protected  ;  a  nation,  if 
not  prepared  fur  liberty,  yet  nnfitteil  for  bondage.  Sucli  were  the  labors  ami 
liie  triiunplis  of  Voltaire. 

"  The  I'arisiens  were  always  fond  of  iiini.  'I'heir  vanity  was,  indeed,  grati- 
fied by  his  glory,  in  which  tliey  supposed  themselves  to  participate.  On  his  re- 
turn from  banishment,  in  the  time  of  the  monarchy  (from  what  free  country 
Would  the  author  of  the  Ilenriade  have  been  l)anished?)  he  was  presented  with  a 
wreath  of  laurel,  in  tlie  jml)lic  theatre,  and  crowned,  like  the  heroes  of  the 
ancient  republics,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  people. 

'•  On  the  recovery  of  liberty,  his  ashes  were  thiimed  by  the  nation,  and  on 
the  loth  of  July,  1791,  conducted  into  I'aris,  amidst  the  siioiits  of  the  national 
guards,  and  the  tears  of  the  citizens.  The  carriage,  containing  the  corpse,  was 
sliaded  with  green  branches,  and  adorned  with  appropriate  devices.  On  one 
side  was  the  following  inscription  : 

"  '  Si  riiomme  a  des  tirans,  il  tkiit  les  detroner.' 

"  On  anotiier  : 

"  '  Si  riiomme  est  cree  lilire,  il  doit  se  gouvernet.' 

"  The  above  mottoes  were  selected  from  his  own  immortal  works. 

UNIVKKSAl.  MAllAZINK 
/\ifliiiil  i.JJ  11  i IJ >i J 

Spoken  after  dinner  at  a  Miser's 

"TllANKi  for  this  luiiMcle  1  it  is  iin  less, 
'rii.iii  fimlinj;  a  iiiaiiiia  in  llie  wiklcriiess; 
In  miilst  of  fainini.'  \vc  Iuivl'  fnuiul  rtlicf, 
.\nil  seen  tlie  WDmler  nf  ,1  rump  of  lieef, 
Cliimneys  iKwe  sniokerl,  that  never  smoked  before, 
Anil  we  have  ilineil  where  we  shall  iline  no  more. 

ANECDUTF.  iiF  PK.   rUANKlIN  ANP    IIII    I. ATI    KINC.  (if  SWI.HEN 

"  Wliile  this  moiiarcii  was  in  France  lie  was  freijueiilly  solicited  to  visit  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  as  often  declined.  One  of  the  French  nobles,  who  could  use  a 
little  freetlom  with  the  king,  begged  to  know  why  he  denied  himself  an  honor 
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which  every  other  crowiied  head  in  Kumiif  wcnild  ho  proud  to  actfpl.— '  No 
man,"  said  lie,  '  regards  tiie  doctor's  s(  iwitilii-  accoiiiphshmeiits  more  tiiaii  I  do  , 
but  tlie  liing  who  at'l'ccls  to  like  an  eiithuhiast  lor  hberty  is  a  hyixxriie.  1  love 
the  doctor  as  a  philosopher,  hut  1  hate  him  as  a  politician  ;  and  nothing  shall 
ever  induce  mc  to  lu' in  the  presence  of  a  man  whom  my  habits  and  situation 
oblige  me  to  detest,  while  it  is  in  my  power  to  avoid  it." 

IIIMdUDIS    pi  lllKiN, 

Of  a  French  Gentleman  to  the  King,  who  hail  given  him  a  title  to  which  his 
income  was  not  e>|ual,  by  reason  of  the  weight  of  the  taxes  levied  from  his 
estate.     Pf.ns.  Inc..  .\nc.  Mm).  1'.  4^^- 

(.After  acknowledniun  the  honour  iloiie  him  by  the  King's  conferring  on  him 
a  title,  he  goes  on  as  follows  ; ) 

"  Vour  Majesty  has  only  made  me  more  unhappy,  by  giving  me  a  title.  I'or 
there  is  nothing  more  pitiable  than  a  gentleman  loaded  wiih  a  knapsack.  '1  his 
empty  sound,  which  I  was  sucli  a  fool  as  to  be  ambitious  of,  does  not  keej)  away 
hunger.  1  know  well  enough,  tliat  glory  makes  us  live  after  we  are  dead  ;  but 
in  this  world  a  in.ui  has  but  a  poor  lime  on  't,  if  he  had  not  a  bit  of  bread  to 
put  in  his  mouth.  I  have  but  a  little  bit  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone,  on 
which  1  m.ule  a  shift  to  live.  Jiiit  as  it  is  now  ta.xed,  anybody  may  have  it  tor 
me;  tor  1  suppose  I  shall  soon,  with  my  title  and  eslaie,  be  glad  of  an  ahns- 
honse  for  my  seat.  I  iiave  no  resource  if  iliere  be  a  pivs'-cution  comnieiu  ed 
against  me,  as  they  threaten,  bnl  in  your  majesty's  goodness.  If,  indeed,  my 
fate  is  to  be  decided  by  that,  1  am  in  no  danger,  Imt  shall  langli  at  tliem  all.  If 
your  majesty  were  to  seize  my  poor  patrimony  whole,  what  would  a  lew  acres  ot 
marsii  land  be,  to  the  mighty  monarch  of  France  and  Navarre?  It  bears  noth- 
ing but  willows,  and  your  majesty  values  no  trees  but  the  laurel.  I.  tliereforc, 
beseech  your  m.ijesty  to  give  me  leave  to  enjoy  what  my  little  spcjt  brings  in, 
wiiliout  deduction.  .Ml  that  a  poor  subject  asks  of  your  majesty  is,— that  your 
majesty  would  ask  noiliing  of  him. 

AN    ACCO.MlM.I>lll  II    I'KIM.  K 

"  CiiARi.i'.s  I.  has  been  called  an  accomplished  I'niu.e— asin  lioiinel 'rhornton's 
Exhibition  of  Sings,  there  was  a  woman  'v^;h  her  head  cut   AY,  who  was  called 

'•  Ib.w  accomplished   that  ('h,ules  was,  will  .ippear  from  the  following  letter, 
the  original  of  which  is  in  the  iirilish  Museum  : 

"  Stki  VIK, 

'•  I  send  you  herewith  letters  to  iny  sister  and  brother,  (I  place  them  so, 
because  I  think  the  gray  meaie  is  the  beiier  horse.) 
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"As   for   news,  1   can   s.iy  but  lilli'l   yt'l  :      Irclami  liciiig  the  oiilie  cgj;  W'l'.lv 
have  \tl  >eltt'n  upon  !  ami,  liavin;;  a  iliiilu-  slu-11,  W  Ml'',  liave  not  )  .1  liaiclii-al  it! 
•■  This  is  all  1  iiave  to  say  al  this  linic.  —  lint  iliai  I  shall  ever  say  and  tliinkc, 
thai  I  am,  and  evur  will  he 

"  \'oin'  faithtul,  loving,  consl„nl  fiicnde, 

'•  (  iiAKi:  s  R." 
Su]H'isciil)ed  for  yoinself. 

■'  'I'hf  iiiiflly  of  exeiaitnig  fharlcs  has  In'tMi  often  agilited  ;  Imt,  how  iniK  h 
more  cniel  had  it  luen,  if  ihey  had  dn\cn  huii  to  his  •  acinniiilishnien's,'  and 
fori  I'd  him  to  live  upon  his  uits." 


AMI  IXlTI     111      OK.    .IIIVIK.    Ill'    r.Arii 

"  This  i)roless()r  of  the  healing  art,  liad  a  very  ingenious  method  of  ueaiiing 
his  drinking  patients  from  their  favourite  strong  drink.  He  gave  them  emeties, 
and  made  them  work  it  off  with  their  I'avoiirile  liipiur,  dilutid  inu.itcr:  tliis 
gave  them  for  a  long  lime  afterward  ar.  extreme  disgust  to  it,  and  in  the  end 
frc(iuenlly  proouced  very  heiielicial  elfects. 
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UAUIMAIX     llll      IKIM  II     \il\lll.sl'. 

Tliougil  wonderfully  'leniiiH  aled  in  his  inaiiner  of  uiitiiig,  was  iiol  so  in  his 
character.  When  lie  was  <iiin  ..ccdsled  iiy  a  very  stout  heggar  to  give  iiim  alms, 
sail!,  '  My  good  friend,  1  wondei  you  heg  ;  why  don't  you  work,  as  you  appi.ir 
to  he  .ihle?'  '  Al.is  I  sir,'  r<plied  the  heggar,  '  if  you  did  Imt  know  how 
idh-  I  ,1111."  'Wi-U,'  said  Mariveaiix,  giving  liiiu  half  a  crown,  'go  yijiir 
way  ;  go  your  wa) ,  yoii  are  an  honest  fellow.' 


m 


\\    I  III   M  II 

'  I'llill   1     lllls   I'IUnI, 
'fill     r    lillll    lllO    llll^l, 

I'f  l',lraiii-r  |i  itila'llur  Sliiiven  ; 

W.ll  VllM'rl  Ml  llif  aiN 

■  I   \<u>,  riisl,irils  ;iiiil  niit- 

.iii'l  llll'  liu-rativr  liinlr  of  ilu'  nviii. 

'  \\  Ik-m  ^llr'ci  lli;li!i'  illuiij;li, 
■^lir  lll.lilr  IliT  l.l-,!  I'llll  ; 
A  |iull  liy  liri  iiii^li.iiul  iiuicli  pi.iiscd; 
Ami  lull-  ildlli  "III-  lii- 
tn  iiiakr  .1  >lirt  |iit' 
ill  llll]'L■^  lli.it  llll  riu-l  iii.iy  III'  r.iisfil. 
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No'i'K  :: 


"  A  t;eiitlenian  (i-.i.ililin!  hi  make  .i  lady  happy,  is  willing  to  l)f(  nine  a  k'liialc 
piuicftdr,  in  tlie  cap.icily  of  liiishaiul. 

■•The  iiksoiiiuiicss  of  iiitnidiulion,  a'  •iiainlance  and  <  uiiit^hip,  will  juhiii)  nic 
in  makniL;  tins  pnblii    addn/.ss^  -I  wmilil  make  K'Vi-  and  many  as  a  phdosoplK-r. 

"  In  cvfiy  conneclidn,  l-'XJl'Al.riA   is  necessary  to  Iricndsliip;  but  in  conjugal 

not  deceived  in  calculating  my 


nil    1  it  is  particularly  so.      Presuming  tlial  I  am 


own  men 


1,  1    sli.dl   attempt   I"   make  it  appear  that  1  am  inlitled  to  a  lorlune  ol 


rill\   diousand  pounds. 


Iv  eiiiial  to  thai  su 


"The  money  e.xpended  oji  my  education,  il' not  nominally  ei] 
yet  is  virtnallv  so,  reckoning  the  nileresl,  sim|ile  and  com|ii>und,  and  the  s|ie(  die 
value  oi  my  pusv  -.sions.  My  stock  is  nienl.il  and  soul  is  preferable  to  body  ; 
spirit  li)  matter:  landed  or  bank  slock  is  rude  matter;  but  education  is  intellec- 
lu.il  ne.illh.  I  h.ive  enhanced,  iiul  m\  pu.^se^ions,  but  myself,  because  you 
marry  myself;  because  yoii  caiinol  become  one  llesh  with  my  money.  1  have 
1  unverted  cish  into  soul,  l)e<ause  nothing  but  soul  can  attract  and  li.\  >(iur  es- 
ii.ivc  bartered  money  h<r  mind,  for  it  is  bv  the  (luantity  of  nnnd  1  shall 


teem. 
be  v.i 


lued  by  yon.      1  have  exchanged  worldly  property  i 


or  divine,  hecaii^e   \  ou 


.n-e  divine  creatures.  — I'ait  if  ,,ou  are  lun  pleased  with  sjiirit,  1  cm  produce  mat 
ler—  three  tlnMisanil  pnuiuls  a  ye.ir  my  eilucation  jirocures  me.  which  is  the  inter- 
est of  lifly  thous.ind  pounds.  If,  Iherelore,  I  did  not  possess  fifty  llioiisand, 
which  I  laid  out  in  slock,  slill  eipial  in  value  to  lli.it  sum,  and  which  now  i)r<)- 
(liKfS  me  annually  the  interest  of  fifly  thous.ind,  1  have  reason  to  e.xpei  t  a  l.idy 
with  an  I'lpial  fortune. 

"  Should   any  ladv   inc  lining  to  do  me  the  hdiiour,  bring  with  her  more  than 
the   atores.iid   sum,  I  will   maiiit.iin   the  eipiilibrmm   by  ecpi.dling  the  siir]ihis  in 


••  I  will   (lispens-e  willi   twenty  or  thirty  thousand,  in  consideration  of  aciom- 
plishmenls,  and  ten  or  filleen  more  if  beauty  oilers 


.\  line  direc 


ted  ti 


I    .  ,b.  am 


,•11  al  Mr.  l.ee's  letter  box,  will  be  attended  tc 


'■   I'o  (juole  ag.iin  from  the  same  writer,  wliat  modern  malnmoni.il  .igi'iicy  lia-, 
ever  givvn   curremv   to  a  more  lir.i/en  advjli  .emeiil  ih.iii  llie  following,  \i!iii:h, 


we  are  {■  id,  appeared  m  the 


isl     m 


A  gt'iitlem.in  of  honor  and  property, 


It  his  dispos.d  a  young  lady  of 


with  Ills 


go()(l  family,  wiih  a  fortune  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  on  her  m.irriag'. 
approbat  on,  would   be  very  lia|ii)y  to   treat  with   a  man  of  fashion  and  family, 


Hio   mav  think    it  wurlh  uhile  to  give  advertiser  a   graiuiiy  of  live  tliousa 


nd 


)oiinds  on  !'     dav  "f  marn.iu' 


•'  TC£== 


(i4(i 


.-1  (ioixiin.i)  (>r  n:isiii.\<n()N 


l.A  FAVETTF, 


A     I  KAl.MIAT 


f-   ! 


From  Caiix  diiJ  Miirl<huid^ x  Daily  .IJrrr/iwr 

(Though  we  clmiht  not  hut  the  elegant  piixhiction  Ijctoie  us,  will  ajijiear  in  the 
Juiiriuils  ill  every  ]).irt  of  the  L'nicn,  we  helieve  all  uiir  reaileis  will  think  with 
lis,  that  its  unci,  'inon  and  interesting  merits  eiiiitle  ii  Xu  .1  place  in  uur  mis- 
cellany.) 

"  By  a  feeble  glimmering  (if  light,  which  entered  at  a  small  window,  guarded 
by  massy  iron  bars,  that  bid  dcliaiue  to  all  attemjits  at  escape,  I  had  a  liim  view 
of  this  illustrioiis  sufferer. 

"  He  sat  on  a  coarse  misshapen  bench — and  was  buried  in  contemplation. 

"  His  hands  were  clasped  together — ami  he  now  and  again  cast  his  e)es  up- 
wards to  heaven,  with  the  most  calm  resignation  to  his  fate. 

"Ponderous  chains  loaded  his  legs. — Their  weight  ojierated  as  a  bar  to  the 
little  exercise  which  a  room  seven  feet  by  five  might  have  alVorded. 

"The  apartment  reminded  me  of  those  caverns  into  which  the  ancient 
tyrants  plunged  their  hapless  victims.  The  window  I  have  mentioned,  was  the 
only  aperture  for  the  admission  of  light  or  air.  llow  small  a  portion  of  either 
was  he  doomed  to  enjoy  ! 

"The  furniture  of  his  room  consisted  of  a  wrel(  lu-d  bed,  extended  on  the 
Cold  ground — a  sorry  chair — the  bench  on  which  he  s.it — a  plate,  a  sjioon,  and 
a  knife  and  fork. 

"His  dress  was  coarse  and  scant,  '!"llo^e  liml'-)  which  .i  tond  mother  oin  e 
decked  with  the  cosiliest  silks  that  wealth  could  piirch.ise,  were  now  barely 
covered  with  the  homeliest  garb. 

"  The  door  cre.iked  on  its  rust-eaten  hinges.  \  lady  entered.  Her  face  uas 
of  the  must  interesting  kind.  It  might  once  h.ive  been  a  model  for  the  painter 
or  sculptor  to  have  fashioned  a  Medicean  \'eiius.  Tlii  was  unerringly  per- 
cejitible,  although  iimch  of  its  ('ire  and  animation  h.id  sunk  beneath  the  corrosion 
of  cue  and  distress,  of  whose  bitter  ruji  she  had  been  long  drinking.  The 
anguish  of  her  tending  lie.irt  was  visible,  notwithstanding  her  utmost  and  un- 
concealed efforts  to  corneal  it  from  her  husband. 

"This  l.idy,  the  reader  need  not  be  told,  was  Madame  la  Fayette.  Inll.mied 
with  the  purest  and  most  ardent  love,  she  had  <  heerfiilly  abandoned  all  the 
pleasures,  all  'he  joys  of  the  social  circ  les  of  her  native  land,  in  wliic  h  she  v.. is 
most  admirably  calculated  to  shine  with  the  most  disiingnished  eclat,  and  h.id 
plunged  herself  in  those  frightful  recesses,  to  ,,ootlie  the  beloved  partner  ol  her 
bed. 

"  She  was  accompanied  by  her  two  d.uigiiters. 
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"  Lovely  as  the  lioiiris,  whom  the  sensual  Mussulman  pictures  to  his  inflamed 
imagination  as  the  solace  of  his  time  in  the  x'therial  regions,  it  was  impossible 
tu  behold  them  without  the  tenderest  emotions,  even  in  that  abyss  of  misery,  in 
which  their  filial  tenderness  had  jilaced  them. 

"  They  were  at  that  period  of  life  in  which  the  female  sex  must  highly  excites 
the  tenderness  of  feeling  minds,  'i'he  eldest  was  eighteen — the  other  wanted 
two  years  of  that  age. 

"The  one  WMS  tall  and  slender — her  auburn  hair,  in  flowing  ringlets  hung 
down  her  elegant  waist — piercing  eyes,  a  large  forehead,  alabaster  teeth,  and 
cheeks  that  combined  in  nature's  best  manner,  the  vermilion  of  the  rose,  with 
the  milk-white  purity  of  the  lily,  gave  to  the  tout  ensemble  ^f  her  countenance 
an  expression  that  can  hardly  l)e  conceived,  unless  seen. 

"  The  other  was  more  set.  Her  hair  was  dark — her  face  more  round  and 
full  than  her  sister's.  If  the  furmer  excited  the  idea  ol  "^'enus,  this  recalled  that 
of  Pallas. 

"Their  appearance  i.ghted  up  a  smile  on  the  countenance  of  the  prisoner. 
He  kissed  the  three  with  all  the  fondnjss,  all  the  tenderness  of  husband  and 
father. 

"  His  gladness  was  nuiuKninry.  He  cast  an  eye  on  the  wife  of  his  bosom — 
on  his  children,  dearer  to  him  than  existence.  Mis  heart  throbbed  at  the  fur- 
lorn  situation  he  was  likely  t(j  leave  them  in — the  big  tear  filled  his  eye,  and, 
trickling  down  his  manly  cheek,  sei'ined,  to  ni)-  p.utial  and  admiring  view,  to 
add  new  dignity  to  the  object  of  my  coiitemiilalion. 

"  He  wiped  away  the  ])early  drop — again  he  kissed  his  tliree  visitors — and 
assumecl  the  traiuiuillity  of  a  Seneca. 

"()  Franci:  !     Francis  I  surrounded  by  all  the  pomp  of  the  imperial  court, 
wiien   her  !^-.ii  w.is  at   its  meridian   blaze  of  brightness,  and  sootlieil  by  the  in 
sinuations  of  her  s)<-u[)hainic   tlatlerers,  (  oidd   ar.y  hour  of  your  existence  be 
compared  with  the  self  approving  mmnents  of  your  victim  at  this  period  ? 

"  1  was  lost  in  admiration  of  the  he\o — the  philosopher — almost  diil  I  envy 
him  the  chains  from  wlii(  li  lie  drew  such  honour. 

"  My  reverie  was  not  <,di  idated  to  la.st  long.  I  was  drawn  from  it  abruptly, 
l)y  casting  a  glance  at  the  b.us  of  the  window  and  at  the  ignominious  fetters. 

"  '  Disguise  thyself  as  tlu  u  wilt,  still,  slavery  !  thou  art  a  bitter  draught.' 

"Busy  imagin.itioii  iiiierpused  at  this  moment,  and  transported  me  to  the  in- 
terview I  had  had  .villi  him  jirevious  to  his  ileparture  from  this  continent. 

"Wh.it  a  ileplorablc  contrast!  How  irretrievably  disgraceful  to  the  a.uents 
of  it  ! 


"  .U  the  former 
gratitude  of  a  nat 


.1  of 


life,  loaded  with  tiie  esteem,  the  reverence,  the 


loll,  wiiKjn 


he  had  essentially  served,  lie  was  c 


n  tir 


point  of 


revisiting  his   native  land,    to  receive  the  unboiight  homage  of  his  admiring 
<  ouiitrymen,  and  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  another  fane  to  liberty. 


I   retrosiiected  still  t"urtlier — I  saw  1 


at  a  low  el 


lim  when  the  fortunes  of  America  were 
the  times  that  tried  men's  souls '—emliarking  his  fortunes  m 


IM8 


.(   nuixini.n  or  wisiiixaTox 


m 


It    f 


our  tempest-tossed  bark,  nearly  'burnt  to  the  water's  edge' — I  saw  him  wel- 
comed to  these  shores,  as  the  harbinger  of  other  still  more  important  succours 
from  his  gallant  nation — 1  saw  him  paying  his  troops  out  ol  his  private  fortunes 
— 1  saw  him,  with  a  handful  of  half-clothed,  barefooted  soldiers,  eluding  the 
vigilance  and  baffling  the  schemes  of  the  enterprising  t'ornwallis. — After  tracing 
iiim  through  all  his  hair-breadth  'sca])es  in  the  course  of  the  contest,  1  beheld 
hiin  at  its  close  crowned  with  laurels  at  Yorktown,  assisting  in  the  cajjlurc  of 
that  haughty  general,  who  had  vauntingly  promised  that  '  the  boy  should  not 
escape  him.' 

"  From  these  scenes,  whose  vivid  colourings  bid  defiance  to  devouring  time, 
1  turned  my  attention  to  the  lugubrious  scenes  before  me  ; — sad  reverse  ! 

"  \'iclim  of  the  most  insatiable  and  satanic  malice,  he  is  more  keenly  ]  erse- 
culed  and  oppressed  than  in  most  countries  the  vilest  outcasts  of  S(n:iety. 

"  If  any  man  iloubts  this  assertion,  and  deems  it  rather  the  effusion  of  ze;d 
than  the  dictate  of  veracity,  let  him  visit  the  jail  at  Philadel|)hia — let  him  ex- 
aniine  the  state  of  the  convicts  there,  even  those  of  the  darkest  shades  of  char- 
acter— and  he  will  not  find  one  with  whori,  so  far  as  comfort  or  corivenience  is 
concerned,  I,a  Fayette  might  not  wish  a  clia;ige.  I'.veii  a  parricide,  that  worst 
of  villains,  would  not,  from  tlie  lime  of  conviction  to  that  of  execution,  "spe 
rience  half  the  vindictive  maliie  exercised  against  La  Kayelte. 

"  But  he  possesses  a  mind  that  can  brave  the  storms  (jf  despotic  v.'hgeance. — 
and,  were  he  alone  concerned,  he  would  laugh  to  scorn  tluir  impotent  efforts  to 
ji'inish  him  for  his  iransceiulent  merit. 

"  Hut  his  implac.dile  enemies  know  where  he  is  vulnerable — thither  t'.iey 
direc  t  their  barbed  darts — which,  with  unerring  aim.  pierce  him  to  the  inmost 
soul 

"  He  has  a  wife — yes,  reader,  he  has  a  wife--!  ■  ii'g  and  Ixioved — a  wife  the 
partner  of  his  joys,  when  the  sun  rose  to  him  fr^e  from  '  clouds  and  darkness  ' 
— and  the  sol. ice  of  his  sorrows,  now  that  tlie  horizon  is  enveloped  in  pitchy 
darkness 

"  The  dagger  which  his  own  bosom  would  provoke,  carries,  when  |)iMnU'd  .it 
hers,  tortures  inexpressible  to  his  'fOing  mind,  (lii  hei,  therefore  they  wreak 
their  unmanly  vengeance — and  thus  they  offer  u|)  two  vii  tims  at  once  to  s.itiate 
their  rage. 

"  .\t  one  period  of  her  resideni  e  within  the  dreary  walls  of  her  husband's 
prison,  she  was  seized  with  a  violent  illness,  the  conseipieiue  of  'he  un- 
wholesome food  she  .lie,  of  the  want  of  air,  and  of  her  exlreine  anxiety. 
I)eatli  seemed  hovering  over  her  bed,  r<':idy  !>'  transport  her  from  tlie  scene 
of  distress  around  her — she  imjilored  the  assistance  of  i  clergyman  to  ju  rform 
the  last  ceremonies  of  her  ieligion— but  even  this  i'..viiur  was,  Nero  like, 
retused  her. 

"  What  language  can  paint  the  sit'  lion  of  l.a  Fayette,  when  stretched  on  the 
cold,  damp  ground  beside  her,  he  w  Iched  her  last  breath,  and  hi.~  soul  seemed 
ready  'o  'nke  Ibght  with  hers  !    W  lio  that  h.is  not  been  in  somewhat  of  i  similar 
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siUKUion,  can   even   conceive  the  he.irl  rending  i>:ings  he  endured,  till  a  favour- 
able crisis  arrived,  and  her  convalescence  restored  him  once  more  to  himself 


"  Iksides  his  wife,  they  have  still  further  power  over  their  hapless  victim  — 
My  heart  bleeds  at  the  thought— my  pen  almost  refuses  its  office— but  it  must 
l,e  told— though  the  heart  wrings  burst  at  the  narration. 

"  His  daughters— there,  there  the  keenest  anguish  rends  bis  heart.— Wlu"  he 
casts  an  anxious  eye  forward  to  e.vplore  their  future  fate,  as  every  ))arent  invol- 
imtarily  does.— Wiu-n  he  rclle.  ts  <ui  wh.it  they  might  have  been,  under  his 
latberly  protection,  the  ornaments  and  delighl  of  society— when  from  this  he 
turns  to  what  they  actually  are,  tenants  of  a  jail— exposed  to  the  '  insolence  of 
office'  of  hard,  unfeeling  jailors— devoid  of  those  kind  attentions  and  comforts 
which  the  lowest  of  his  servants  once  enjoyed,  his  heart  sinks  at  the  view.— But 
when  from  the  present  lie  takes  a  prosjiective  of  futurity— and  his  boding  mind 
figures  them  to  him  exposed,  unprotected,  a  prey  to  brutal  violence— or  sinking 
under  the  wiles,  the  artilices,  the  deceptions  of  a  world  with  whose  snares  they 
must  be  aoiuainted  -he  sits  petrified  with  the  magnitude  of  his  woes 


"  Snmeiimes,  however,  hope,  all  cheering  hope,  enlivens  the  .scene.— He  looks 
forw.ird  to  happier  hours— when 

"  •  Fovs  ;iii  ct  linuo  ullm  uuniinilic  juvaliil.' 

••  He  casts  his  lunging  ev(  s  toward  .America,  thai  country  to  which  the  best, 
tlie  choicest  days  of  his  existence  w-re  so  zealously  and  .so  usefully  devoted.— 
She  caiinol,  he  thinks,  be  unmindful  of  his  mighty,  his  flagrant  wrongs— he 
trusts  she  will  not  ce.ise  to  reiterate  her  applications  for  his  relief,  when  tVey  are 
nowned  witli  success.  He  even  hopes  his  countrymen,  overlooking  his  crror.s, 
if  errors  they  can  really  be  terme.l— an.l  doing  justice  to  the  unvarying  rectitude 
of  his  intentions,  will  interpose  their  awe  inspiring  voice,  to  drag  hiin  from  those 
regions  of  despair,  and  restore  him  to  that  grade  of  honour  and  dignity  to  which 
his  supcreminent  services  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  man.  entitle  him 

"In  constant  allernati.'ii  of  these  fond  hupes,  and  the  most  irksome  appre- 
hensions, he  i)as^es  his  sunless  d.iys,  bis  tedious  nights." 
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CATHARINE  V.  R.  SCHUYLER 

//(•■;■  luteri"its  in  Life  and  C/iisini;  Days 

Hinv  well  1  leiiRiiiher  my  grandmother  and  delight  to  tominemorate. 
Althoiigl)  approaching  the  close  of  life,  she  was  distinguished  by  a  tall,  erect 
figure,  of  iinconinion  grace;  a  noble  and  impressive  countenance;  a  dignity  of 
manner — not  to  be  aci|uiied  by  art  or  by  study — that  everywhere  cdmuianded 
respect ;  a  warm,  gent.'rous  heart  ;  a  never-failing  courtesy  ;  and  a  (  harm  in  con- 
versation that  attracted  all  ages.  Her  voice,  still  youthful  in  tone,  had  lost  none 
of  the  sweetness  of  earlier  days. 

Her  gowns  were  always  of  lustreless  black  silk  ;  the  dainty  lace  cap  adorn- 
ing her  head  gave  softness  to  her  fice  ;  and  a  while  hue  kerchief  c.uight  together 
by  a  small  diamond  pin— the  gift  of  her  fatlier — coin|)leted  the  picture. 

None  of  the  land  was  sold  or  alienated,  but  was  rented  to  tenants  for  build- 
ing purposes.  This  brought  together  a  mixed  population  of  English,  Swiss, 
("lermans,  French,  and  a  large  proiiortion  of  Irish  wiio  had  come  from  their 
wretched  mud  cabins  with  thalched  roofs  that  stand  amid  tiie  bogs, — there  being 
among  the  last  mentioned  one  of  thu^e  queer  niurtals  who  cure  simple  peo])le  of 
diseases  without  the  aid  of  drugs. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  drinking,  but  she  succeeded  in  reclaiming  several 
unfortunates  who  "  wasna  fou  l)ui  just  luul  enough."  Her  mission  wa.  among 
tlie  poor  at  Imme — not  among  the  heathen  in  foreign  parts — there  were  enough 
and  to  spare  even  in  her  own  f.ivored  spot.  The  prcivident  would  consult  her 
as  to  putting  out  their  earnings  to  the  best  advantage  ;  in  sickness  and  in  trouble 
she  was  tireless  in  their  service — furnishing  food  and  cliithiug  to  those  in  need, 

dispensing  flannels  and  comforting  drinks 
to  the  old  people  afflicted  with  "  rheuma- 
li/,"  and  from  her  medicine  chest  deal- 
iiig  out  i)rescriptions  with  a  liberal  hand. 
Hue  evenltnl  morning,  a  tenant  called  to 
see  her.  "  \'ou  will  e.xcuse  me  for  a-spak- 
iiig  to  you  mi'ain,  and  I  hopes  I  have  a 
dacint  tongue  in  me  head.  Me  names 
Mr.  O'Shaiighnes  sy,  ma'am  ;  it  was  me 
wife  you  gave  me  the  dose  for  and  she  is 
dead  .  .  .  .May  the  Lord  bless  ye." 
"Should  yon  enter  the  Houwery  on 
New  N'ear's  l'',ve,  you  would  see  the 
650 
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children  gatherei]  nroiind  tlie  immense  tireplac  e  singing  in  muflled  voices  their 
evening  hymns  to  the  good  saint  as  foUows  ; 

"'S;uit.i  l<.liUl^,  gooill  huilit!  man! 
Kiioliybist  van  Aiiisteidaiii, 
Van  Anistciilani  aan  Spanje, 
Van  Spanjo  aan  Oianje, 
Kn  liiaii^;  ilc/.u  kinjes  ueiii^ji.'  graps.' 

"  New  Year's  Day  was  ilevuled  to  tiie  nniversal  intcrciiange  of  visits.  Every 
dour  was  tlirown  wide  open,  anil  a  warm  welcome  extended  to  friend  and 
stranger.  It  was  a  breach  of  eti(|iiette  to  omit  any  acquaintance  in  these  annual 
calls,  when  uld  friendships  were  renewed,  and  family  differences  amicaiily 
settled.     And  here  came  the  famous  New  Year  Cake. 

Washington  said:  "The  highly  favored  situation  of  New  York  will  in  pro- 
cess of  years,  attract  numerous  emigrants,  who  will  gradually  change  its  ancient 
customs  and  manners  ;  but  let  whatever  changes  take  place,  never  forget  the 
cortlial,  cheerful  observance  of  the  New  \'ear  Day." 

This  annual  festival  of  her  Dutch  ancestors,  my  grandmother  never  tailed  to 
celebrate,  and  many  and  delightful  were  her  guests. 

She  was  a  devout  ronnnunicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  earlier  years 
had  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  constriu  tion  of  the  old  stone  edifice,  the 
fnst  of  its  denomination  in  that  part  of  the  state.  Each  Sunday  found  her  in 
the  high-backed  pew,  where  she  .sat  patiently  through  the  service,  and  the  good 
Rector's  long  sermon  bristling  with  ipiwtations  from  the  Bible. 

To  the  last  she  remained  "  honured,  beloied,  and  respected  by  all  around 
her,"   X  lady  of  the  old  scluiol,  a  type  now  fast  disappearing  from  earth. 

1  cherish  her  memory  as  a  [jreeioiis  possession. 

"  Tlic  lilc  of   man 

Is  .iM  arrow's  llij;lil, 
Oiil  of  clarknc>s 

Inlii  li^lit, 
Ami  out  of  lif^lU 

Into  clarknoss  af^ain; 
Perliap-  to  pleasure, 

IVrliaps  lo  pain ! 

"■fluMf  imisl  \>v  SoniLtliiiit;, 

Aliove,  or  liolow  ; 
Sonietliint;  unseen 

\  niijjlily  Iiow, 
A  Hand  tliat  tires  not, 

A  sleeplcsf-  I'ye 
Thai  sees  the  arrows 

1-ly,  an.l  lly ; 
One  wlio  kni     s 

Why  we  live — ami  lUc." 


■■■■■ 


